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Para. Okays
Its Films for

Skiatron Test

Negative Universal Reply
Expected; UA Undecided

Paramount Pictures will furnish

product for a bona fide test in New
York City of Skiatron subscription

home television, Paul Raibourn,

Paramount vice - president, disclosed

here.

United Artists said it was consider-

ing Skiatron's bid, while a spokesman
for Universal pointed out that Uni-

versal was one of the few companies

that did not furnish films for the

Phonevision test in Chicago and he

felt that there should be no change of

policy for the Skiatron test.

Raibourn, in commenting on Skiat-

ron's request made to all major com-
{Continued on page 5)

1932 Brings New
Executive Roles to

Many in Industry

Numerous executive changes in film

home office executive staffs become ef-

fective today with the start of the new
business year.

Charles M. Reagan officially takes

over this morning as head of domestic

distribution for Loew's-M-G-M, suc-

ceeding William F. Rodgers, now on

an extended vacation in Florida, who
enters upon a two-year period in an

advisory and consultative capacity.

Jerome Pickman, advertising-publi-

{Continued on page 5)

,427,000 Warner
Profit Last Year

Warner Brothers Pictures, Inc. and

subsidiary companies report for the

year ending Aug. 31, 1951 a net profit

of $9,427,000 after provision of $9,-

100,000 for Federal income taxes and
after provision of $700,000 for contin-

gent liabilities.

For the preceding year the net

(^Continued on page 4)

N, F. Film Delivery Strike Averted
Over Holiday; New Deadline Is Set
Deliveries of prints to theatres in the New York Metropolitan

area and outlying districts were assured over the New Year's
holiday and through this week under an agreement reached
between the 14 carrier companies and AFL Teamsters Local
No. 817, thus dissipating the threat of an immediate film delivery-

men's strike, previously scheduled to begin yesterday.
The agreement to postpone the strike deadline to this weekend

was arrived at following a three-hour drivers' work stoppage
which had the effect of delaying print deliveries to theatres by
about one hour, according to Ira Meinhardt, attorney for the car-

riers. The work stoppage prevailed on Friday during a meeting of
negotiators for the union and the companies.

Two-Day Color Processing
For Film Is Tri-Art Claim
With the completion of the new

Tri Art Color Corp. laboratory in

New York, "it is now possible for a

producer to have his film printed

in color 48 hours after shooting," Al
Young, president of Du Art Labora-
tories, the parent company, declared
here.

In addition to the fact that in-

dependents and majors now have a
laboratory in the East that can give
them immediate service on color
features, the color system also is avail-

able for speedy handling of color

(Continued on page 5)

20th-Fox Sets 12 for
First Four Months
Twelve pictures to be released dur-

ing the first four months of 1952 will

be the basis of discussion at the 20th
Century-Fox annual sales convention
to be held in New York, Jan. 7-11,

reports AI Lichtman, 20th's director

of distribution.

The schedule follows :

.January
—

"Decision Before Dawn,"
with Richard Basehart, Gary Merrill,

Oskar Werner, and Hildegarde Neft',

(Continued on page 5)

"The Greatest Show
on Earth

(Cecil B, DeMille—Paramount)
THE NEWS this morning is that Cecil B. DeMille is sending

another big one your way, one which, aptly enough, carries as
its title that immodest but commercially potent slogan of the

Ringling Brothers-Barnum & Bailey circus, known everywhere in the
land where spare change for entertainment is to be found—"The Great-
est Show on Earth."

To this motion picture of and about that circus, and its uncomplicated,
behind-the-scenes story of circus people, DeMille has brought many of
the showmanly investitures for which his productions are noted. Told
in a running time of 153 minutes, boasting a cast which includes Betty
Hutton, Cornel Wilde, Charlton Heston, Dorothy Lamour, Gloria
Grahame, Jimmy Stewart, Henry Wilcoxon and top personalities of the
circus, as themselves, and with eye-satisfying color by Technicolor, theatres
are assured of one of the top attractions of the year.
The picture, in essence, is a box seat at not one, but several performances

of "The Greatest Show on Earth" and, in addition, a guided tour behind the
scenes into many phases of circus life and activity uncler the big top, even
to the interesting details of striking the great show at the end of a date, or

(Continued on page 6)

1952
CECIL B.OEMILin

greatest grossesTSS^E

Top Business

Opens '52 at

N. Y. Ist-Runs

Yule Week Grosses Grow
Into Big Season's Take

New York's first-run theatres

greeted the New Year with heavy
patronage that commenced in full

force generally at Christmas and
mounted steadily during the week.

Along Broadway theatres with
their glittering marquees and
spectacular signs proved for
the most part to be as much of
a haven for New Year's Eve
celebrants as were night clubs,
hotels and restaurants.

As usual, crowds streamed into
Times Square to witness the arrival

(Continued on page 4)

Neagle, Rohson Are
Honored by King
London, Jan. 1.—Actresses Anna

Neagle and Flora Robson and
scriptwriter T. E. B. Clarke were
made Commanders of the Order of

the British
Empire in to-

day's Royal
Honors List.

Among the
numerous films

Miss Neagle
has appeared
in are "Spring
in Park Lane,"
"Maytime i n
Mayfair," and
"Odette." Her
latest is "Lady
With a Lamp."
Miss Robson
has been seen
in "Saraband

for Dead Lovers," "Good Time
Girl," "Black Narcissus," and many
others. Clarke wrote "Lavender Hill
Mob" and other Ealing successes.
Miss Neagle last week was named

the "First Lady of Britain's
Screen" for the fifth successive
year in Motion Picture Herald's
annual poll of "Top Money Maklnff
Stars."

Anna Neagle

ICO
OWON EAR

int Picture

lOr by
TECHNiCOLOP
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Personal
Mention
GEORGE D. BURROWS, Mono-

gram and Allied Artists execu-
tive vice-president and treasurer, is

here from the Coast.
•

C. J. Feldman, Universal Pictures

domestic sales manager, and F. J. A.
A'IcCarthv, Southern and Canadian
sales manager, will leave here today
for Jacksonville, Miami and Nashville.

•

Ben Berger, head of Berger Amuse-
ment Co., will leave Minneapolis this

week for an extended vacation in Cali-

fornia and Honolulu.
•

Floyd E. Stone of Motion Picture

Herald's editorial department, was
married last Saturday at Camden,
N. J., to Muriel Oberson.

•

William Lavery is the new city

manager for Walter Reade Theatres in

Perth Amboy, N. J.
•

S. P. Eagle, producer, is here from
the Coast..

NETTC Seeks Part

In FCC Hearings

Washington, Jan. 1.—The Na-
tional Exhibitors Theatre Television

Committee has asked the Federal

Communications Commission for per-

mission to take part in the coming
theatre television hearings.

The original deadHne for filing ap-

pearances for the hearings was in Feb.

1950, before NETTC was formed.

NETTC now asks the Commission to

grant its request to appear, even

though filed late, because it repres-

ented many firms and organizations

already listed as parties and would
help bring more efficient and speedy

hearings.
NETTC members include exhibitors

affiliated both with the Theatre Own-
ers of America and Allied States^ As-
sociation, according to the petition.

NETTC has hired special engineering

advisors, and will be in a position to

"develop, correlate, and coordinate for

and present to the commission with its

single organized presentation the posi-

tion and evidence of a substantial nurn-

ber of exhibitors and exhibitor organi

zations already parties to the proceed

ings."

The petition, f^led by NETTC coun-

sel Alarcus Cohn, said the exhibitors

had already signified their intention

of relying on the NETTC presentation

to present their case, and thus

NETTC's appearance would make :

more orderly and speedier hearing.

Koteen Setting Up Own Law
Office to Handle TV Cases

Washington, Jan. 1.—Bernard Ko
teen is leaving the Washington law
firm of Cohn and Marks, television

counsel for the Theatre Owners of

America and the National Exhibitors

Theatre Television Committee, to set

up law practice for himself. He will

continue to specialize in radio-tclevi

sion cases.

Herald Poll Widely
Quoted in Britain

London, Jan. 1. — British

Broadcasting Co. and all na-
tional and overseas news bul-

letins and newspapers
throughout the country car-

ried the story of the Motion
Picture Herald-Fame exhibi-
tors' poll of the top money-
making stars at the box-
office.

Several papers, including
the sober Manchester Guar-
dian, remarked on the ordi-
nary film fan's remarkable
disdain, as evidenced by the
poll, for the film critics'

assessments of pictures. "On
the whole," said the Guar-
dian, "it seems likely, as
usual, that critics and cin-
ema-goers look for different,
even contradictory qualities
in their favorite films."

Ban on TV of

'Oscars' Hit

As Montague Names
Rogers Committees

Abe Montague, newly-elected presi-

dent of the Will Rogers Memorial
Hospital has announced the appoint-

ment of five key committees for 1952,

as follows

:

Executive Committee : Chick
Lewis, chairman; Harry Brandt, Max
A. Cohen, Tom Connors, Maurice
Goldstein, John H. Harris, William
Heineman, J. Robert Hoff, Al Licht-

man, Murray Weiss, Marc Wolf,
Herbert Yates, Sr.

Finance Committees Fred J.

Schwartz, chairman ; Gus Eyssell,

Charles Feldman, Leonard Goldenson,
Harry Kalmine, Robert Mochrie,
Samuel Rinzler, Herman Robbins,
Samuel Rosen, Arthur Schwartz, Sam
Switow, Morton Thalhimer, Joseph
Vogel and Richard Walsh.
Public Relations Committees

Maurice Bergman and Paul Lazarus,

Jr., co-chairmen
;

George Dembow,
William F. Rodgers and William
White.

Sales Managers Committee :

Charles Reagan, chairman; Charles
Feldman, Maurice Goldstein, James
Grainger, Heineman, Ben Kalmenson,
Uchtman, Robert Mochrie, Montague,
Rodgers and Alfred Schwalberg.
Fund Raising Advisory Commit-

tee : Montague, chairman ; William
German, Lewis, Robert Mochrie and
Samuel Rosen.

Special Committee Named

A special committee to refine the

rules of eligibility for admission to the

hospital was appointed at the annual
directors meeting. Richard Walsh is

chairman and members include : Rob
bins, Arthur Schwartz and Joseph
Vogel.

Officers not named to specific com
mittees will serve as ex-officio on all

committees.
The new president of the Hospital

is setting up a schedule of weekly
meetings with the different committees
so that the work of all groups can be

coordinated and the maximum team

work achieved.

Franklin, Ind., Jan. 1.—Taking
vigorous exception to the rejection of

Theatre Network Television's request
to make the Academy Award cere-

monies in Hollywood available for
theatre television next March, True-
man T. Rembusch, president of Allied
States Association, has addressed a
protest to Charles Brackett, president
of the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences.

"The theatres that are pioneering
theatre television are opening up a
whole new field for every segment of

the industry," Rembusch asserts in his

letter. "Theatre television may well
become the training ground for new
faces and give substantial employment
to the older Hollywood faces and tech-
nicians.

"The Academy, by depriving these
theatres of the opportunity of carrying
the Awards, is doing a diservice to the
entire industry. I can tell you that
the several thousand exhibitor mem-
bers of Allied States Association will

seriously resent the Academy's de-
cision in this matter unless there are
sound reasons behind that decision."

Rembusch requests Brackett to re-

state the Academy's reasons for refus-
ing to clear the Awards ceremonies
for theatre television, asserting that
an earlier statement on the subject by
Margaret Herrick, executitve director
of the Academy, was "arbitrary and
conducive of generating much ill-will

within the industry."

Newsreel Ha It

Parade ^'^^

$4,300,000 Loan to

Pathe for Financing
Pathe Industries has arranged for a

$4,300,000 loan, due Jan. 31, 1955, with
four banks for the purpose of refin-

ancing its outstanding debt, William
C. MacMillen, Jr., president, reports.

The loan was made by the First Na-
tional Bank of Boston, Fidelity "Trust

Co. of Newark, Bank of the Manhat-
tan Co., and the Marine Midland
Trust Co.

Eastman Sales to
W, J, German, Inc,
The firm of W. J. German, Inc.,

has been appointed sales representa-
tive for all Eastman commercial mo-
tion picture film, it is announced.
William German, head of W. J.

German, Inc., formerly was president

of J. E. Brulatour, Inc., which pre-

viously distributed Eastman's motion
picture film.

O PORTS reviews of the year are
highlighted in three of the cur-

rent newsreels. Other items include

Korea reports, people in the news, and
fashions. Complete contents follow.

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 105-Sports
review of 1951.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 234-Bin
Stern's sports review of '51.

PARAMOUNT, No. 39—Beauty and the
blades. People in the news: Harold Stas-
sen, George F. Kennan, Cardinal Spellman.
Fashions. Boxing-.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 52-B—Korea
report. 5"5" New Jersey says farewell.

Illinois mine disaster. Red P.O'.W.'s.
Libya report. "Ike" supporters. Cardinal
Spellman in Tokyo.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 521—War in

Korea. Mine disaster in Illinois. Midwest
blizzard. Ship afire off Oregon. Churchill
in Paris. Skiing. Football.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 41—Year
in sports.

Samuel D. Palmer, 69
Hartford, Jan. 1.—Samuel Dimock

Palmer, 69, ex-director of advertising

and publicity for the old Paramount
studios and at one time in a similar

position for Universal studios died at

Danbury Hospital last week.

Breen Condition Fine
Hollywood, Jan. \.—Joseph I.

Rreen, director of the Production
Code Administration, who underwent
major surgery here Friday, is now
pronounced in excdlent condition.

Rep. Closes New
Phila. TV Deal

Philadelphia, Jan. L—A new con-

tract between WPTZ and Republic
Pictures, under which the station will

get exclusive TV rights here to 101

Westerns and 26 feautres, has been
consummated here.

Such Western stars as Johny Mack
Brown, Sunset Carson, Don Barry,
Smiley Burnette, Bob Steele and Dun-
can Renoldo are included in the films.

The agreement was hailed by the sta-

tion as insuring a continued flow of

product for its film programs.

NEW YORK THEATRES

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL
Rockefeller Center

DORIS DAY «

DANNY THOMAS

"I'LL SEE YOU IN MY DREAMS"

plus THE MUSIC HALL'S
GREAT CHRISTMAS STAGE SHOW

sl3iiing

JINE RUSSELL CROUCHOMAKX

FRANK SINATRA

SAMUEL
GOLDWYN'S I

WANT
YOU
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U. S. Lists Belgian

Film Restrictions

Washington, Jan. 1.—New Bel-

gian restrictions on U. S. Films were
outlined today by Commerce Depart-
ment fihn chief Xathan D. Golden.

Some kind of quota limitation, as

yet undefined, is to be put on the

number of U.S. films to be imported

;

he reports. Dollar remittances will be

limited to some percentage of current

earnings. No dollar remittances will

be allowed for payment of advertising

accessories. Importation of positive

prints from the U. S. is to be pro-

hibited, except for color prints and
prints of films "of an exceptional

character."

Distributors have objected vigorous-
ly, Golden said, and industry represen-

tatives have made several counter-pro-
posals, but none have been accepted so

far.

According to the Commerce official,

Belgian exhibitors and distributors

also agree that theatres attempting to

screen the "commercial lower grade
European pictures which might be im-
ported during a scarcity of U.S. films

would not be able to attract enough
customres to cover operating costs."

U. K. Producer to Holly'd
London, Jan. 1.—Anthony Hinds,

producer of a series of films made here
by James Carrera's Exclusive Films,
in cooperation with Robert Lippert,

is in Hollywood from here to discuss
future production plans with Lippert
and other Arfcrican distributors. He
took with him a print of the just-

completed "Wings of Danger," star-

ring Zachary Scott.

New York First-runs
(Continued from page 1)

of 1952, and large numbers among
these turned to enter theatres as the

din that welcomed the New Year be-

gan to subside. New Year's Day thea-

tre reached sizeable proportions as the

afternoon wore on. Advanced admis-
sion prices were the general rule over
the holiday.

The current week, according to man-
agement estimates, is on the way to

being one of the best for grosses of

the winter season. At Radio City Mu-
sic Hall where the combination of

"I'll See You in My Dreams" and a

Yule stage show chalked up $102,000

Thursday through Sunday night, the

fourth week promised a towering

$178,000. All last week and into the

New Year holiday long lines of cus-

tomers inched their way into the Hall.

Robust business is being enjoyed
also by the Roxy where the second

week of "Elopment," plus a stage

revue topped by vocalist Guy Mitchell

is expected to total $113,000.

First week of "Double Dynamite"
at the Paramount, which also provides

a stage show, looks like a smash
$135,000, while across the street at

the Criterion the second week of "I

Want You" is on the way to bettering
the_ initial stanza's $37,000 by $3,000,

Vk'hich is first-rate business.

The New Year finds "Quo Vadis,"

which has earned over $500,000 at the

Astor and the Capitol in eight weeks,
still manifesting grossing prowess.
Henceforth, it will continue only at

the Astor, on a continuous perfor-

mance policy instead of the reserved
seat policy which attended its first eight

weeks at that house. The change re-

sulted from the departure of the film

on Sunday from the Capitol, which
showed it on a continuous performance
basis for the eight weeks, and tallied

in the neighborhood of $35,000 for the

final one. First week of the picture's

continuous performance policy at the

Astor is indicated as $26,000, which
is very big. "Westward the Women"
opened Monday at the Capitol to sub-

stantial business.

An excellent $37,000 is indicated for

the eighth week of "Detective Story"

at the Mayfair, while an equally grati-

fying $40,000 is seen for the second

week of "Death of a Salesman" at the

Victoria. "Decision Before Dawn,"
which opened last Friday at the Ri-

voli, will bring an estimated $45,000, a

prosperous figure, for the opening

week.

Going strong at the Globe is "My
Favorite Spy," with a very big $45,-

000 indicated for the opening week.

"The River" still is doing solid busi-

ness at the Paris where a $9,000 17th

week is seen.

At other off-Broadway houses,
"Tales of Hofifman" gave the Sutton

what the management described as a

surprisingly good $15,000 for the first

week, the picture having previously

had a long run at the Bijou ; and "The
Clouded Yellow" at the Park Avenue
is heading for a nice $5,000 in the

eighth week. The new Normandie will

do an estimated big $10,500 in the

fourth week of "Pandora and the Fly-

ing Dutchman."

"Flame of Araby" wound up its

two-week run at the State with a fair

Warner Profits

(Continued from page 1)

profit amounted to $10,271,000 after

provision of $6,300,000 for Federal in-

come taxes and after a provision of

$850,000 for contingent liabilities.

The net is equivalent to $1.67 per

share on 5,619,785 shares of common
stock outstanding on Aug. 31, after de-

ducting shares acquired by the com-
pany. The net profit for the previous

year was equivalent to $1.46 per share

on the 6,997,300 shares
,
of common

stock then outstanding.

Film rentals, theatre admissions,

sales, etc., after eliminating inter-

company transactions, for the year

ending Aug. 31, 1951, amounted to

$116,909,000 compared with $126,944,-

444 for last year.

As a result of examinations by the

U. S. Internal Revenue Bureau, the

company has adjusted its fixed asset

accounts and related depreciation re-

serves at Sept. 1, 1950. Accordingly,

the sum of $3,768,000 has been re-

stored to the asset account and an

additional $1,000,000 has been provided

for federal income taxes for prior

years. This has resulted in an in-

crease of $2,768,000 in earned surplus

which sum is not included in the earn-

ings for the year as shown above.

Thirer Back to 'Posf
Irene Thirer, film critic of the New

York Post who has been ill for the

past 18 months, will return to her

duties on Jan. 7.

$10,000 for the final one; "The Wide
I31ue Yonder" took over at the house

New Year's eve to booming business.

Coming from RKO ...The Pre-

The Greatest of All
Featuring HOWARD HILL, World's Creates
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James Fitzpatrick

To Deliver 8 More
Hollywood, Jan. 1—Veteran

producer James A. Fitz-

patrick has been signed by
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer short

subjects head Fred Quimby
to deliver eight "Traveltalks,"

with color in Technicolor,

during the 1952-53 season.

Fitzpatrick has produced
more than 400 "Traveltalks"

for M-G-M during a quarter
of a century.

1952 Brings
{Continued jrom page 1)

city director of Paramount, starts the

New Year as a vice-president and
member of the board of Paramount
Film Distributing Corp. Howard Le-
Sieur officially becomes director of

advertising, publicity and exploita-

tion for Columbia Pictures, succeeding
Arthur Schmidt, whose new plans

have not been announced.
David Katz takes over officially as

managing director of the Roxy Thea-
tre here, succeeding A. J. Balaban,

who starts a three-year advisory per-

iod with the theatre corporation. Ir-

ving Maas ends his association with
the Motion Picture Export Associa-

tion, now in process of liquidation, and
will vacation in the South for several

months before announcing" new plans.

In Hollywood, Jerry Wald and
Norman Krasna are prepared to enter

upon new arrangements with RKO
Pictures.

Paramount Films for Skiatron
(Continued from page 1)

panics, explained that Paramount sup-

plied films for the Phonevision test

and it would be "discriminatory" not

to make pictures available to Skiatron.

Asked whether Paraniount's interest

in the Telemeter subscription televi-

sion system governed the company's
decision, Raibourn replied that it did

not, again pointing to the Phonevision
demonstration.

Previously, 20th Century-Fox dis-

closed that it will hold to its decision

on the Phonevision test and not supply

pictures for Skiatron, while RKO Pic-

tures said it was still considering the

letter of Arthur Levey, Skiatron

president, who set a deadline of Jan.

15 for responses.

Raibourn, who said Paramount's
affirmative response was mailed out

Friday, added that he thought Skiat-

ron's bid was a bit premature. Skiat-

ron has neither received approval for

the test from the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, nor has it even filed

for such approval, he said.

Kirsch Requested Comment

The Paramount executive, who is

also board chairman of Chromatic
Television Laboratories, a Paramount
subsidiary, was invited to comment
on the request of Jack Kirsch, presi-

dent of Allied Theatres of Illinois,

that major companies make known
their position on the issue of selling

motion pictures for home television.

Raibourn said he was unfamiliar with
the details of the request and refused

to comment.
A Universal spokesman declared,

however, that "we have never sold

our films to home television." He
foresaw no policy change in the imme-
diate future. Similar sentiments have
already been expressed by 20th-Fox
and RKO Pictures.

On the Skiatron bid, Max Young-
stein, UA vice-president and national

director of advertising, publicity and
exploitation, said his company has not
reached a decision as yet.

Color Processing
{Continued from page 1)

newsreels. Young pointed out.

The special color laboratory, which
was under construction for two years,

utilizes the Eastman Kodak three-

color process, and has a capacity "for

25,000,000 feet per year, with room
to double the output," according to

Young.

Special Screening Held

A special screening of "Royal Jour-
ney," the first full-length picture to

be made in the Eastman Kodak
process was held here last week. The
film is a picturization of the tour
through Canada of Princess Elizabeth
and Prince Philip. The color was
strikingly effective, with images sharp
and distinct, and tones soothing. It

compares very favorably with other

color systems.

The Tri Art laboratory has facil-

ities for handling both 16mm. and 35

mm. John G. Stott, formerly with
Eastman Kodak is vice-president of

the company. M.H.

20th Sets 12
{Continued from page 1)

co-produced and directed by Anatole
Litvak

; "Japanese War Bride," pro-
duced by Joseph B.ernhard, featuring
Shirley Yamaguchi and Don Taylor,
and "The Model and the Marriage
Broker," starring Jeanne Grain, Scott
Brady, and Thelma Ritter.

February—"David and Bathsheba,"
with color by Technicolor, starring
Gregory Peck and Susan Hayward

;

"Phone Call From a Stranger," with
Shelley Winters, Gary Merrill, Mi-
chael Rennie, and starring Bette
Davis ; and "Red Skies of Montana,"
color by Technicolor, with Richard
Widmark and Constance Smith.
March—"5 Fingers," starring James

Mason, Dannielle Darrieux, and Mi-
chael Rennie ; "Return of the Texan,"
featuring Dale Robertson, Joanne
Dru and Walter Brennan, and "Viva
Zapata !," a Darryl F. Zanuck pro-
duction starring Marlon Brando and
Jean Peters.

April—^"With a Song in My Heart,"
color by Technicolor, Jane Froman
musical biography, starring Susan
Hayward, Rory Calhoun, David
Wayne and Thelma Ritter; "Pride of

St. Louis," with Dan Dailey and
Joanne Dru, and "Rose of Cimarron,"
an Edward L. Alperson production,

filmed in Natural Color, featuring

Jack Buetel, Mala Powers and Bill

Williams.

Detroit Scrap Drive
Detkoit, Jan. 1. — Persons and

firms connected with the industry

here, have contributed more than 4,000

pounds of scrap metal.

hoved Boxoffice Sensaikn!

otographed in AN5CO COLOR

ATild Animal Pictures!
rcher, Hunting Big Game with Bow and Arrow!

Distributed by

RKO
RADIO
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National

Pre-Selling
U^IRST-press copies of Redbook for

January, which will be on the

stands this week, indicate "Quo \^adis"

as its "Picture of the Month" and
name three other fine films as candi-

dates for the Redbook Silver Cup

:

"Decision Before Dawn," "I Want
You" and "My Favorite Spy." The
first choice is given the benefit of a

full color page, with a scene from
Aletro's spectacular film, in which
Deborah Kerr is prominent. Florence

Somers, film editor for the magazine,
says the production of tremendous
spectacles is one field of entertainment

in which motion pictures excel all

other media, and that this vivid, pic-

torial record of Roman history is a

brilliant achievement.
•

Bernie Maxwell, associated with
the Franklin and Gladney agency in

charge of nationwide merchandis-
ing service, is circulating a reprint

from Printer's Ink in praise of film

tieins as a promotional benefit for

advertisers. The magazine says
that success calls for a thorough
understanding of techniques, and
gives a check-list of 36 points with
reference to the motion picture and
the product which should be care-
fully answered. Examples are
shown of Franklin and Gladney tie-

ups, notably the one in which hun-
dreds of thousands of "personal"
letters from Jane Wyman, mailed
from her Hollywood home address,
in a tieup with Feature Lock Rings,
for Bing Crosby's "Here Comes the
Groom."

•

As a unique promotion between the
Paramount Theatre and RKO Pic-
tures playing in Times Sqtiare, 100
uniformed members of singer Tony
Bennett's fan club ivill distribute 50,-

000 advertising "checkerboards" in the

five boroughs on Saturday. The boards,

of heavy card stock, with checkers to

match, measure 9x12 inches, and are
enclosed in envelopes reading : "Merry
Christmas and. Happy New Year from
Tony Dennett—See You At the Para-
mount Theatre in RKO Radio's
'Double Dynamite.' " The girls, nick-
named "Santa Belles," will be in key
localities all over the city, standing
in pairs and wearing red and green
capes.

The heaviest promotion ever under-
taken for newsreels was launched by
Paramount with the distribution of a
16-page brochure to newspaper editors,

exhibitors and opinion makers giving
them "The Truth About Newsreels."
Prepared under the direction of Oscar
A. Morgan, general sales manager of

short subjects and Paramount News,
the copy effectively blasts the tloeory

that television has made the newsreel
obsolete by noting the excellence of

the newsreel's worldwide coverage and
the addition which a newsreel gives

the well-balanced program in theatres.
•

"The Cimarron Kid," Universal-
International's Technicolor picture
starring Audie Murphy and Yvette
Dugay, will have a gala premiere at

the Uptown. Fairway and Granada
theatres in Kansas City on Tuesday
Jan. 8, launching more than 1.50 in

a saturation opening through Mis-
souri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas
and Texas.

Walter Brooks

The GreatestShowonEarth
{Continued from page 1)

as it leaves its winter quarters in Florida, putting it aboard the circus trains
and putting it together again at the new performance site—an eye-filler that
thousands of youngsters everywhere have arisen before dawn in an effort to
witness. Embellishing all that are touches bearing the DeMille trade mark,
from unexpected glimpses of Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, Nancy Olson and some
of Paramount's "Golden Dozen" of new players, as entranced or wide-eyed
members of the circus audience munching popcorn or tasting ice cream cones,
to the awesome scene of the circus train wreck, with its aftermath of twisted
wreckage and runaway animals. It is a scene which for effect and profes-
sional conviction rivals the destruction of the amphitheatre in DeMille's
"Samson and Delilah."

<<nrHE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH" is a picture for all age
groups, for circus fans as well as motion picture fans. It is a challenge

to exhibitors to match their showmanship in selling it with the celebrated

showmanship of the circus world. No sales stunt applicable to the selling of

the circus itself would be misdirected in the selling of this picture. It is a

circus. And something more.
The unpretentious story which winds its way through the engrossing picture

is based on the professional rivalry of two star aerialists, played by Miss
Hutton and Wilde, and the romantic complications which ensue between them,
Aliss Grahame and Heston. In scenes which should provide thrills for most
every audience. Miss Hutton and Wilde play out their rivalry high in the

air, each endeavoring to outdo the other in daring aerial stunts. The inevitable

climax is reached when Wilde, goaded by Miss Hutton into performing with-

out a net below him, falls and suffers an injured arm.
Up to that point, Heston has been the unresponsive object of Miss Hutton's

affections. In pity for her incapacitated rival, however, she transfers her
attentions to Wilde who, meanwhile, has been pursued by Miss Grahame
without too much success. Heston, as boss of the Big Top, has concentrated

on his work to the near-exclusion of romance. Injured in the train wreck and
forced to relax for a while, he manages to become aware of his love for Miss
Hutton and the picture ends on a promise of an understanding between them.

At the same time, there is indication that Wilde's injury will mend and that

he and Miss Grahame, who plays a circus performer, also will attain mu-
tuality.

JIMMY STEWART plays a circus clown, hiding an unfortunate back-
ground as a physician involved in a mercy killing, which strikes this

reviewer as an odd story line to bring into a picture to which so many chil-

dren will be attracted. The same might be said of a certain number of risque

lines of dialogue and the obviousness of the rather free-wheeling love lives

of some of the principals.

Miss Lamour is decorative as a circus performer. Henry Wilcoxon is his

usual suave self as the detective who ultimately brings Stewart to justice.

All of the principals play their roles with conviction and acquit themselves
well. Good in lesser roles are Lyle Bettger, as master of an animal act;

Lawrence Tierney and John Kellogg as gamblers ; Bob Carson as the ring-

master, and Frank Wilcox as the circus doctor.

Emmett Kelly, the famous Ringling clown ; Cucciola and Antoinette Con-
cello, Ringling performers, and John Ringling North play themselves.
DeMille produced and directed with Wilcoxon as associate producer and

Edward Salven as assistant director. Fredric M. Frank, Theodore St. John
and Frank Cavett wrote the story, and the screen play was prepared by
Frank, St. John and Barre Lyndon.
John Murray Anderson staged the circus musical and dance numbers

;

Richard Barstow was responsible for the choreography and Victor Young for

the music score. Six songs are included: "The Greatest Show on Earth"
and "Be a Jumping Jack," by Victor Young and Ned Washington

;
"Lovely

Luawana Lady," by John Ringling North and E. Ray Goetz, and "Popcorn
and Lemonade," "A Picnic in the Park" and "Sing A Happy Song," by
Henry Sullivan and John Murray Anderson.

Costumes, photography, special effects and Technicolor all are of top
quality.

Running time, 153 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

not set. Sherwin Kane

Honor Newspaper
Head for Palsy Aid
Atlanta, Jan. 1.— George C.

Biggers, Sr, president of Atlanta
Newspapers, Inc., has received a gold
life membership card from Atlanta
Tent No. 21. Variety Club Interna-
tional. He is the first person ever to

receive the award from the local tent.

The award to Biggers was made by
John Fulton, Variety chief barker,

who explained the recognition was in

behalf of the first "Old Newspaper
Boys Day" last spring. On that occa-
sion Variety members and other for-

mer ne\vsi)aper carriers and salesmen
donned top hats and in three hours
sold more than $35,000 worth of copies

of the Atlanta Journal-Constitution
for the benefit of the Atlanta Cerebral
Palsy Society.

Cancels Bid for
'Vadis' Clearance
Chicago, Jan. 1.—The M-G-M pe-

tition for an extended first-run and
ulimited clearance on "Quo Vadis"
has been withdrawn by attorney Miles
Seeley, representing M-G-M, with the
permission of Federal Judge Michael
L. Igoe, who heard the petition when
tlie court granted the extended run
(over the two-week limit in a B.&K.
or RKO Theatre setdown in the Jack-
son Park decree) but denied a devia-
tion from the immediate play-off in

subsequent runs on pictures which play
first-runs in affiliated theatres.

Withdrawal of the petition, unless a
new ])etition is filed, leaves the Woods
and Oriental the only downtown the-

atres of appreciable size eligible to

play the film for an extended run.

Four More Trust
Suits in Chicago

Filed by Simon
Chicago, Jan. 1.—Attorney Sey-

mour Simon has filed four more anti-
trust suits in Federal District Court
here, asking a total of over two mil-
lion dollars in triple damages. Three
of the suits brought against the eight
majors, B and K, and Warner Broth-
ers Theatres are by the Roxy Thea-
tre, Berwyn, 111., Vilas Theatre,
Cicero, III, and the Berwyn Theatre
Corp., operating the Ritz Theatre,
Berwyn. They charge that the de-
fendants prevented their playing pic-

tures sooner than 66 days following
first run showings.
The fourth suit filed on behalf of the

Studio Theatre and Herbert Elisburg
alleges that the eight majors, RKO
Theatres, Great States Theatres, B
& K Warner Brothers Theatres and
Winston Theatres conspired to pre-
vent the Studio from playing first-

run pictures which B & K or Winston
wanted to play, forcing the Studio
to play special or "exploitation" pic-
tures.

Devon Amusement
Files Vs. Majors

Chicago, Jan. 1.—The Devon
Amusement Co., which operated the
Ridge Theatre here from 1930 to 1942
has filed suit against eight major dis-
tributors and Balaban and Katz in
Federal District Court of Northern
Illinois seeking treble damages of
$360,000, alleging that the defendants
conspired to keep the Ridge from ex-
hibiting pictures earlier than first week
of general release between 1930 and
1942. The Devon Amusement Co. is

represented by attorney Seymour
Simon.

LIPPERT!

WHEN YOU NEED

SPECIAL TRAILERS
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J. GERMAN, INC., is proud

to announce that it has been appointed

distributor of all Eastman Professional

Motion Picture Films effective

January 1, 1952.

W. J. GERMAN, INC.

John Street

Fort Lee, New Jersey
Tel: LOngacre 5-5978

Fort Lee 8-5100

6040 North Pulaski Road
Chicago 30, 111.

Tel: Irving 8-4064

6700 Santa Monica Blvd.
Hollywood 8, California
Hillside 6131
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Warner Bros. PRESENT

"A Streetcar Naiiied Desire"
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STARRING

KIM HUNTER • KARL MALDEN screen play by TENNESSEE WILLIAMS
BASED UPON THE ORIGINAL PLAV "A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE" Br TENNESSEE WILLIAMS

AS PRESENTEDON THE STAGE BY IRENE MAYER SELZNICK

DIRECTED BY ELIA KAZAN distributed by WARNER BROS. PICTURES DISTRIBUTING CORP.
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Film Stocks

AtYearEndUp
1 to 4 Points
Traders See Industry
Meeting TV Challenge

Motion picture shares on both

the Stock and Curb exchanges gave

a good account of themselves dur-

ing 1951, aided by improving pros-

pects for the industry in the last half

of the year.

Leading film stocks on the

"Big Board" chalked up net
gains for the year ranging from
$1 to $4 a share.

They responded to increasing thea-

tre attendance after a decline early in

the year, the resultant prospect of ris-

ing profits for producers and exhibi-

tors, and a quiet confidence on the

part of business in general over the

outlook for 1952.

Rising consumer income with a

growing shortage of durable goods to

spend it on because of the defense

program also augured well for the

amusement business.

Wall Street traders, noting the in-

QContinued on page 6)

U-I Has Record
Backlog of 22;

12 in Technicolor

Universal-International moves into

1952 with a record backlog of 22 pic-

tures slated for release during the re-

mainder of 1951-52 ending Oct. 31.

Twelve of these have color in Tech-
nicolor.

Despite this backlog, largest in the

studio's history, production activity

will continue on a high level, it was
said. With one picture now before
the cameras, three others are scheduled
to go into production this month and
a number of additional ones are being
readied for February.
"Against All Flags," Technicolor

production co-starring Errol Flynn
and Maureen O'Hara, starts shooting
next Monday as the first of the stu-

dio's January starters.

"My True Love," with Tony Curtis

(Continued on page 6)

L. A. Theatre^s Rose Bowl
Telecast Draws 2^400
Los Angeles, Jan. 2.—The wide local appeal of the Tournament of

Roses and the subsequent Rose Bowl game was displayed here when
800 patrons came to Sherrill Corwin's Orpheum Theatre to see the event

the morning of New Year's Day on large-screen television.

Approximately 1,600 people paid the

Krim Reports Tues.
On U.A. Finances
Arthur B. Krim, United

Artists president, will hold a

trade press conference here
next Tuesday at which time
he will report on the com-
pany's financial position as
the new year begins.

If the year-end audit, on
which Krim will report, bears
out recent indications that
the company now is in the
black, the management group
headed by Krim, Robert Ben-
jamin and Matthew Fox will
come into ownership of 50 per
cent of the company's out-
standing stock, now in es-
crow, and will win a seven-
year extension of their man-
agement control.

20th-Fox to Hear
Reports from Field

The 20th Century-Fox convention,
which will open next Monday and
run through Friday at the home office

in New York, will take the form: of a
merchandising clinic for discussion of
the needs and problems of exhibitors
over the country, it was announced by
Al Lichtman, director of distribution.

All division and branch chiefs of the
domestic sales force have been in-

structed to compile material and sta-

tistics relating to their territories in

order to present a broad picture of
sales and exploitation policies for the
new year.

The merger of sales and advertising"

put forth at the June convention, dur-
ing which the distribution forces join-

ed with the advertising and publicity

department to sell the public at large,

will be reported on at length, based
on the experiences of the last half

year. Individual methods and cases of

increased business through greater

promotional effort and cooperation will

be cited by the men from the field.

hiked admission price of $1.50 each to

see the game in the afternoon. The
dual event was a success at the 2,200-

seat Orpheum despite stiff home TV
competition, with NBC-TV carrying
the game and tournament. Los An-
geles, incidentally, has the second
largest number of home TV sets of

any city in the country.
In addition to its telecast, the Or-

pheum played "Flame of Araby" as
the screen attraction.

In Denver, Wolfberg's Broadway
Theatre failed to carry the telecast

due to the "free" competition offered
by the local radio station KFEL,
which is seeking a television station

(Continued on page 10)

Carriers Grant Pay

Hike; Avert Strike

There will be no strike of film deliv-

erymen working for the 14 carrier com-
panies that serve the New York Me-
tropolitan area and outlying dictricts,

an agreement on a new wage contract
having been reached yesterday be-
tween negotiators for the carriers and
AFL Teamsters Local No. 817.

The agreement provides for weekly
pay increases that will average be-

tween $10 and $15 per week, accord-

ing to Ira Meinhardt, attorney for the

carriers. The new contract, he said,

is effective as of Jan. 1, will run for

2 years, and will provide also for a

(Continued on page 6)

RKO and Mills Music

In Publishing Deal

RKO Radio Pictures and Mills Mu-
sic, Inc., have signed a long-term
agreement granting Mills exclusive

publishing rights to all background
music used in RKO films.

The contract, which provides RKO
music with worldwide representation,

was worked out by C. J. Tevlin, vice-

president in charge of RKO Radio

(Continued on page 6)

U. S. Moves
AgainstHughes

On Stock Sale

Challenges 'Reluctance'
Of Hughes to Divest

Washington, Jan. 2.—The Jus-
tice Department today told the U.S.
Supreme Court that the "consider-
able reluctance" to carry out the
provisions of the RKO consent decree
shown by Howard Hughes and other
RKO defendants required the New
York Statutory Court to put a time
limit on Hughes' ownership of RKO
theatres stock.

The Department made the
statement in a brief filed with
the court, preparatory to argu-
ment next Monday on Hughes'
appeal from the New York
court order. That order re-
quires Hughes to dispose of his
RKO Theatres stock by Feb. 20,

1953, or have the trustee sell it

for him in the following two
years.

"The basic purpose of the RKO
consent decree was divorcement," the

(Continued on page 6)

N. Y. Para, Gross
For Holiday Sets

Eight Year Record

New Year's Eve and Jan. 1 grosses
at first-run theatres here augured well
for 1952, with the Paramount report-
ing its best business for the two days
since 1944. Admission prices for both
holidays were hiked at all Broadway
houses.

Paramounts' two-day figure was
$35,200 for "Double Dynamite" and a
stage show. Top business was also
recorded at Radio City Music Hall,
featuring its traditional Christmas
show on stage, and "I'll See You in
My Dreams" on the screen. A big
$33,500 was racked up Dec. 31 and a
healthy $25,750 on New Year's Day.
The Hall, like most Broadway houses,
did better business on the eve of the
new year compared to the next day.
The Ro.xy, which estimated its first

(Continued on page 6)

1952
will be the year of

this industry's

greatest grosses A Paramount Picture

Color by
TECHNICOLOR
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Personal
Mention

RTHUR T. NEWMAN was ap-

ture

Wolfson: '52 Needs More,
Better Films, Stable Price

A , _
Miami, Jan. 2.—The need for "an even flow of more and better pic-

RTHL R J. NEW MAi\ was ap-
^^^.^^^ ^ stabilized price to attract mass customers" has been placed by

pointed chairman for the Albany n,-^ , -.tr ir t\ ^ r\ r a •
i ^ . ^ r

exchange district in the Motion Pic- '

Mitchell W olfson, Theatre Owners of America president, at the top of

Association's scrap reclaiming list he has drawn up of essentials for the achievement of industry prog-
ress in 1952.

Wolfson said that if he "had to
guess" as to the factor which was
most important to industry progress
last year he would name this as "the
apparent decision of the major pro-
ducers that it is necessary for the in-

dustry to make more and better pic-
tures."

The establishment of arbitration and
elimination of lawsuits and introduc-
tion of "new faces" in order to build
up and continue the drawing power of
the industry are the next essentials on
Wolfson's list for 1952.
He lists also "pre-selling of motion

pictures through the greatest mod-
ern advertising medium, to wit, tele-
vision." Additionally, he calls for
"better promotion and e-xploitation
through better advertising, accessories
and trailers, as well as sustained na-
tional and local ef¥ort by all segments
of the industry."

The new year should bring also, he
said, the introduction of a nation wide
system of theatre television. He men-
tioned as necessary, too, the "physical
improvement of theatres—both exter-
ior and interior, with simultaneous
improvement in courtesy and service."
Wolfson called for "cooperation and

unity by all segments of the industry
on public relations, governmental
problems, fighting Communism and
building goodwill for all of the indus-
try."

He concluded his list of essentials
with these : "Support and use of trade
associations for mutual problems," and
"hard work."

drive for the National Production Au-
thority.

Ira AIeinhakdt, New York film

carriers counsel, and Mrs. Mein-
iiARDT, on New Year's Eye became

parents of a second son, Michael Lee,

born at Park East Hospital here.

«

Hal Honore, manager of the Guild

and Park Theatres in Menlo Park,

Cal., is leaving the industry to go into

radio promotion and sales with station

KIBE at Palo Alto, Cal.
•

Myron Saland, son of Nathan
Saland, president of Mercury Film

Laboratories here, and Mrs. Saland,

is engaged to Barbara Ellen Cohen
of this city.

Harry Colburn, Columbia home
office representative, is in San Fran-

cisco from New York and will remain

there for the next three months.
•

Irving Levin, divisional director of

San Francisco Theatres, Inc., his wife

and two sons, will leave for South

Africa on Jan. 10.

•

Walter Mirisch, Monogram-Al-
lied Artists executive producer, re-

turned to Hollywood from a Las Ve-
gas vacation yesterday.

•

Sam Harris, partner in the State

Theatre, Hartford, has returned to his

desk following recuperation from auto

accident injuries.

Herbert Wilcox and his wife,

Anna Neagle, will sail from here for

England on the S. S. Queen Mary
Saturday.

Israel M. Berman, president of

\'iking Films, Inc., was married here

last Saturday to Margaret Strauss.
•

Kenneth McKenna, head of the

M-G-M studio story department, has

returned to the Coast from New York.
•

Edwin Aaron, 20th Century-Fox
Southern sales manager, was in At-
lanta from New York.

•

Joseph Blumenfeld of Blumenfeld
Theatres is in Palm Springs, Cal.,

from San Francisco.

•

Raoul Walsh, director, will leave

Hollywood Jan. 8 for an extended
vacation in Argentina.

•

Sam Shain will leave here today
for Louisville and Chicago, returning

on Mondaj'.

Paul Jones, producer, has returned
to Hollywood from New York.

•

Alex Gordon, ])iib!i(ist, will leave

lure tomorrow for Wichita, Kansas.

New Delay Seen in

RKO Theatre Tilt

The tabulation of RKO
Theatres stockholders proxies
is still incomplete, it was
learned here yesterday, with
the probable result that to-

day's stockholders meeting in

Dover, Del., will be adjourned
again until a count is com-
plete.

A spokesman for David J.

Greene, leader of opposition
stockholders, said he expected
another meeting next week,
when he foresaw the comple-
tion of the count. Meanwhile,
Sol A. Schwartz, RKO Thea-
tres president, left here yes-
terday for the Dover meeting.

MPAA Directors Will
Meet Here Tomorrow
A meeting of the Motion Picture

Association ofAmerica board, which
Eric A. Johnston, MPAA president,

is expected to leave Washington to

attend, is scheduled to be held here
tomorrow.
Next Tuesday, Johnston will meet

in New York with trade press rep-

resentatives.

Services Today for
Harry Britwar, 63

Funeral services will be held here
today at Riverside Memorial Chapel
for Harry Britwar, 63, vice-president

of Prudential Theatres, who died on
the Coast from a heart attack last

Friday. He joined Prudential at its

inception, 25 years ago, and more re-

cently had been serving as consultant.
Surviving is a son. Jack, who is a

Prudential district manager.

Squier of MGM, Ltd.
London', Jan. 2.—James C. Squier,

a director of M-G-M Pictures, Ltd.,

and a veteran of the industry here,

died in a London nursing home from
heart failure after a two weeks illness.

He was 70 years old. M-G-M ofhces

throughout the country closed during
the funeral services last Friday.

Brulatour Left A
$2,121,035 Estate
The late Jules E. Brulatour, who

died on Oct. 26, 1946, left a net estate
of $2,121,035, according to a transfer
tax appraisal filed here.
Under his will the widow, whose

stage name was Hope Hampton, re-
ceives a life income from a trust fund
formed of one-half of the residuary
estate. The rest is divided among three
children, Claude Jules Brulatour, Mrs.
Yvonne B. Mills and Mrs. Marie B.
Cochran.

Gulesian Services Held
Boston, Jan. 2.—Funeral services

were held for Moses H. Gulesian,

yesterday at the Waterman Chapel

here. Gulesian was a well-known real

estate and civic leader and managed
the old Castle Square Theatre here.

In 1912 he built tlie St. James Theatre,

now the UiJtown. The widow and a

(laugiiter siirviye.

Florida State's Clark
Burial on Saturday

Jacksonville, Fla., Jan. 2.—Jesse
L. Clark, general manager of Florida
State Theatres since 1947, died this

morning suddenly, at Boston, Mass.
He was connected y^'ith Florida State
since its formation in 1914. The wi-
dow, a sister and brother survive.
Funeral services will be held Satur-
day in Tampa.

Oklahoma March Meet
Oklahoma City, Jan. 2. — The

Theatre Owners of Oklahoma will

hold its annual convention at the

Biltmore Hotel here on March 23-25.

Seymour Simon Files

Another Trust Suit

Chicago, Jan. 2.—Attorney
Seymour Simon has filed

still another anti-trust suit

against eight major film com-
panies, Balaban and Katz,
and Warner Theatres. This
time on behalf of the Bertha
Theatre and Ida Lasker, for
the period 1929 through 1942,

asking $270,000 damages
(after tripling) for allegedly
conspiring to hold the Bertha
back to playing pictures no
sooner than the second week
of general release and 73 days
after the first Chicago run.

Sutphen Bid Meets

Rejection of Court

Washington, Jan. 2.—The Su-
preme Court declined to reconsider its

Nov. 5 decision refusing Sutphen Es-
tates, Inc., permission to intervene in

the Warner Brothers consent decree.

Sutphen, which owns the property
on yvhich the Warner Theatre in New
York is located, contends its lease

should be guaranteed by both the new
picture and the new theatre company,
rather than only by the new theatre

company. The New York Statutory
Court refused to allow it to intervene

in the consent decree proceedings to

make this point, and Sutphen appealed
to the high court.

On Nov. 5, by a five to one vote,

the Court dismissed the appeal, hold-

ing that Sutphen's claim of injury

was "too speculative and too contin-

gent on unknown factors" to require

the court to permit intervention. It

said Sutphen could use other legal

remedies to get satisfaction.

On Nov. 29, Sutphen, asking for a
rehearing, declared that the "adverse

effect" of the consent judgment of the

guarantee was "self-evident and devas-

tating beyond dispute." Today, how-
ever, the High Court refused the re-

hearing petition. No reasons for the

court's decision today were given. Jus-
tice Jackson and Justice Clark did not
take part in today's action.

Widow of A. Jones, Sr.

Chicago, Jan. 2.—Ella T. Jones,

widow of the late Aaron J. Jones, Sr.,

who opened the first motion picture

theatre in Chicago in 1905, died here

Monday in Michael Reese Hospital.

She is survived by her sons, John J.

Jones and Aaron J. Jones, Jr., who
are partners in the theatre circuit of

Jones, Linick and Schaeffer ; three

sisters and three grandchildren. Inter-

ment was today at Free Sons Ceme-
tery.

Meyer Fine's Father Dies
Cleveland, Jan. 2.—Rabbi Simon

Fine, 96, father of Meyer Fine, Asso-
ciated Circuit head, and of Sam, Jack,
Mrs. Charles Gottlob and Mrs. Ben
Fain, died Sunday. Nineteen grand
children and 16 great grand children

also survive.
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Sullivan Toastmaster at Jan. 7

Boston Cancer Building Banquet
Boston, Jan. 2.—Gael Sullivan, executive director of the Theatre

Owners of America, has accepted an invitation of the Variety
Club of New England to be toastmaster at the citation banquet
to be held at the Hotel Statler here on Monday in conjunction
with the official opening of the new Jimmy Fund Cancer Building
of the Children's Cancer Research Foundation.
Martin .1. Mullin is president of the Foundation and Louis R.

Perini is chairman of the building commttee. Others who have
accepted Varety's invitation to attend the ceremonies are Horace
Stoneham, president of the New York Giants; Walter O'Malley,
president of the Brooklyn Dodgers, and Warren Giles, president
of the National Baseball League.

Justice Department

Extends Deadline in

Warner Divestiture

Washington, Jan. 2.—The Jus-
tice Department has given Warner
Brothers a six months' extension of

the deadhne for disposing of certain

theatres which were to have been sold

within one year from the entry of the

consent decree and which still have
not been sold.

This pushes the deadline back from
Jan. 4, 1952 to July 5, 1952. Justice

officials said that "while Warner has

not sold all of the theatres it was
required to sell during the first year,

it had sold several others which it

was not required to sell, and so an
extension in the deadline seemed rea-

sonable."

Seek Amendments
To Schine Decree

Negotiations for an amended di-

vorcement plan covering 18 theatres of

the Schine circuit are currently under-

way between Schine attorneys and
Department of Justice officials, it was
learned here yesterday.

Schine attorneys are seeking not

only to revise the divorcement sched-

ule of seven theatres, the date for

which expired Dec. 17, but to alter the

June 30 disposition date of another 11

theatres under its consent decree, it

was reported. An announcement on
the success of such negotiations is ex-

pected shortly.

Kane Retained for

Suit Against Hahns
Minneapolis, Jan. 2.— Jrank J.

Hahn and Frank J. Hahn, Jr., oper-

ators of the Bay and Royal theatres

at Ashland, Wis., have retained Stan-
ley D. Kane, Minneapolis attorney

and executive counsel for North Cen-
tral Allied to defend them on charges
by a number of film companies for

alleged under-reporting on pictures.

Kane said that he will file an answer
of general denial.

Separate suits for damages against

the Hahns were filed at Superior by
20th-Fox, Warners, Universal, RKO,
M-G-M, Paramount and Columbia.

San Juan Exhibitor
Files Trust Suit
San Juan, Jan. 2.— The District

Court has received an anti-trust com-
plaint filed by Julio S. Bruno, of the
El Encanto Theatre here, which seeks

$270,000 plus costs. The suit accuses
Teodulo Llamas, operator of a 13-

theatre circuit in San Juan, and all

distributors in Puerto Rico, of con-
spiring to prevent the El Encanto
from booking first-run pictures since
Jan., 1947.

Arthur W. Davis
With Hargroves
Arthur W. Davis has been appointed

Eastern district manager of Hargroves
National Service System, Inc. and will
be in charge of the Philadelphia, Pitts-
burgh and Washington, exchange ter-
ritories with headquarters in the
Widener Building, Philadelphia.

Davis was formerly general man-
ager of the National Field Service Co.

Katz, Steinhardt,

Pearlman Assigned

Alfred Katz, Albert V. Steinhardt

and Leonard Pearlman have been as-

signed to new posts by Arnold M.
Picker, vice-president in charge of

foreign distribution, who has realigned

the managerial staff in the Caribbean
area.

Katz, now manager in Puerto Rico,

has been promoted to Caribbean area

supervisor covering the following

:

Panama, Cuba, Colombia, Trinidad

and Puerto Rico. He will have head-

quarters in Havana.
Steinhardt, who headed the Trini-

dad office, has been succeeded by Katz

in Puerto Rico. Pearlman, formerly

has been named to fill the manager's

post in Trinidad.

UA Forms *Employer'
Subsidiary for Stars
To make it possible for free-lance

Hollywood stars to name an "employ-

er" in their tax returns when report-

ing earnings from roles in pictures

produced abroad independently for

United Artists release, the company

has formed a subsidiary, United Art-

ists Production Corp., for this pur-

pose. The subsidiary will not engage

in financing, it was emphasized.

First star to make use of the sub-

sidiary will be Claudette Colbert,

when she appears in Ken Annakin's

British production, "Planter's Wife."

'Queen' Sets Record
For UA at Wilshire
Los Angeles, Jan. 2.—.\n all-time

high United Artists local box-office

record of $24,300 at the Fox Wilshire

Theatre in Los Angeles was set by

John Huston's "The African Queen"
for the first week, it was announced.

The film, which entered its second

week yesterday, broke several other

U.^ house records during the week,

including opening day grosses.

Sisk Pact Extended
Hollywood, Jan. 2.—Robert Sisk's

contract as a Warner Brothers pro-

ducer has been extended by Jack
L. Warner, executive producer. Sisk

joined the studio's producer staff a

year ago. He recently completed "This
Woman Is Dangerous," and his cur-

rent assignment is the Technicolor
production, "Man with A Gun."

Press Club Elects Sidney
Baltimore, Jan. 2.— Jack Sidney,

publicist of Loew's Valencia Theatre
here has been elected to the board of

governors of the Press Club.

Four of U-I Foreign

Staff in New Posts

Universal International's Cecil

Marks, Robert Ferber, James Alexan-
der and Martin Jordan have been giv-

en new assignments by Al Daff, direc-

tor of world sales, and Americo Aboaf,
foreign sales manager.

Named Trinidad Manager

Marks, formerly managing director

in Indonesia and more recently on a

special assignment in England, has been

named manager in Trinidad ;
Ferber,

who had been manager in Trinidad,

has been shifted to the post of rep-

resentative in Venezuela ;
Alexander,

who had been New York representa-

tive for Central America, will assume
a similar post in LIruguay with head-

quarters in Montevideo, and Jordan,

Universal's New York representative

for Latin America, has been returned

to New York following a trip through
Latin .A.merica.

Ruralites Vote Bing
'The Most Popular'
Bing Crosby, Paramount star, has

been named "most popular actor" in

the ninth annual survey of rural mo-
tion picture preferences, announced by

the magazine. Country Gentleman.

Paramount rates more of the "Ten
Best" films of the year than any other

company in the magazine's
.,
survey,

with four films selected. They are Cecil

B. DeMille's "Samson and Delilah,"

the Bing Crosby-Jane Wyman pic-

ture, "Here Comes the Groom,"
George Stevens' ".\ Place in the Svm"
and the Hal Wallis production, "That's

My Boy," starring Dean Martin and

Jerry Lewis.
Metro scored three on the list with

"Show Boat," "The Great Caruso"
and "Father's Little Dividend ;" War-
ner Brothers, two, "On Moonlight
Bay" and "Lullaby of Broadway,"
and 20th Century-Fox made the "Ten
Best" with "David and Bathsheba."

Remittance Problem
In Colombia Ended
Washington, Jan. 2. — A remit-

tance problem in Colombia has been

worked out to the satisfaction of

U. S. distributors, it was learned here.

Colombia had been insisting that

blocked remittances be sent out at a

new, depreciated exchange rate, ra-

ther than the older rate, which is

more favorable to the distributors. An
agreement has been worked out under
which the new rate will be used, but

the remittances will be made very
promptly, in three monthly install-

ments. Over $.500,000 is involved, it

was reported.

'Take' in Admission

Taxes Shows Sharp

Decline in Month
Washington, Jan. 2.—Admission

tax collections in December, reflect-

ing boxoffice receipts in November,
were sharply below those in Decem-
ber, 1950, the Bureau of Internal Rev-
enue reported.

The Bureau put tax receipts this

November at $31,084,965, compared
with $34,370,182 in the year previous.

There is no breakdown as to how
much of the total came from motion
picture theatres, and how much from
other "general admissions," and so it

is impossible to use the tax figures

to measure the boxoffice impact of

"Movietime U.S.A."
However, it is to be noted that the

Dec, 1951 figure compares with a
whopping $37,302,260 total for Nov.,

1951, reflecting October business.

In previous years, the November-
December trend was either an increase

or a very slight drop, so it is almost
certain that film business did account
for at least some of the sharp drop
from November to December this year.

RKO Radio's Office

In Japan Functioning
RKO Radio's offices in Tokyo have

opened, William Schwartz, general

manager, has informed Phil Reisman,
vice-president in charge of foreign

distribution.

Under the direction of Leon D.
Britton, Far-East supervisor, the staff

includes T. Ishikawa, general sales

manager ; Y. Nakatsuka, chief account-

ant ; M. Morita, publicity chief; K.
Murai, Tokyo chief booker ; M. Tam-
iwa, Tokyo sales ; K. Shima, Nagoya
sales ; and branch managers A. Iga,

at Kyushu; S. Ueda at Negoya, and
LI. Nakanishi, Osaka.
RKO was the first major company

to have billboard posters up advertis-

ing product, Schwartz reported.

Souvaine Pictures
Promotes Heiber
Edward Heiber, Souvaine Selective

Pictures Western district manager
since the formation of the company,
has been promoted to the post of di-

vision sales manager with head-
quarters in Chicago. Heiber's terri-

tory will embrace Midwest and Far
Western districts. With this appoint-

ment Heiber becomes the firm's first

divisional sales manager.

Name Wagner Manager
vVashington, Jan. 2.— Gerald

Wagner has been named general man-
ager of the Playhouse and the Dupont,
two local Lopert theatres, to succeed

Victor J. Orsinger, who has entered
private law practice. Wagner has
been serving as Orsinger's assistant.

Jean Imhofi^ will be manager of the

Dupont and Kenneth J. McGuire be-

comes manager of the Playhouse.

Robert Goodfried to

Para, Publicity Post
Hollywood, Jan. 2.—Robert Good-

fried, former advertising-publicity di-

rector of Eagle Lion Studios, and for

the past two years associated with
Sherrill Corwin's Metropolitan The-
atres Circuit, will join Paramount's
studio publicity department Monday,
assigned to George Pal Productions.
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Film Stocks Up at Year End
(Continued from page 1)

November Increase

In U.K. Attendance

London, Jan. 2.—Latest re-

turns issued by the Customs
and Excise Department re-

flect an increase in theatre

business in Britain for No-
vember. In that month the

tax on theatres yielded £3,-

482.000 ($9,749,600), compared
with £3,290,000 ($9,212,000).

November's increase, a re-

versal of the traditional

downward trend from Sep-

tember to Christmas, is attri-

buted to a number of top-

grade pictures which went
into general release in No-
vember and an increase in

the country's confidence fol-

lowing the general election.

Increase Producers'
Bonus in Eady Plan
London, Jan. 2.—Substantial in-

creases in interim bonuses accruing

to producers under the so-called Eady
Plan will be paid for the second year

of the Plan, which will end Aug. 4,

1952, directors of the British Film

Production Fund, which administers

the Plan, have announced.

An interim bonus of 30 per cent

will be paid next August for feature

films, with 75 per cent on shorts. That

compares with a first payment last

year of IZYz per cent and 31^ per

cent respectively. Payments are based

on distributors' grosses.

Figures for the first year, to Aug.

4, 1951, are not yet complete but it is

anticipated they will amount to a to-

tal of 20 per cent for features and 50

per cent for shorts.

Offer New Tax Plan
For U.K, Theatres
London, Jan. 2.—A new theatre tax

proposal, advanced by Sir Alexander
King, has been submitted to the Cus-

toms and Excise authorities by the

Cinematograph Exhibitors Associa-

tion.

The plan envisages no change in

the tax on seats up to one shilling.

Seats at higher prices would be taxed

50 per cent. Tiie plan also calls for

elimination of discrimination, tax-

wise, between legitimate and motion

picture theatres. The former are not

taxed.

It is expected that the Customs and

Excise department will call an all-

trade conference on the matter in the

near future.

RKO and Mills Music
(Continued from page 1)

studio operations, and Irving Mills. It

is retroactive to 1950.

Involved in the agreement, which

includes the music of all outside pic-

tures released through RKO, other

than Walt Disney product, are ap-

proximately 40 pictures already in dis-

tribution. The contract ijrovides Mills

international publishing and foreign

royalty collection rights to all back-

ground music.

Hear Valley Ca^e Jan. 17
Chicago, Jan. 2.—The defendants'

request for a change of venue from
Chicago to Cincinnati in the "Valley

Shop-In," case—The case requesting

the breaking of the Cincinnati release

.system—will be heard here Jan. 17.

creasing trek to motion picture box-

offices, concluded as the year ended

that the film industry was meeting the

challenge of television more effective-

ly than at any time since TV arrived

on the entertainment scene.

The industry's chief weapons were

the release of several really outstand-

ing productions, a backlog of more of

the same and the unprecedented

nationwide "Movietime U.S.A." pro-

motional tour to sell the public on

motion pictures again. It became in-

creasingly apparent that the novelty

of TV was wearing off and that more
people were leaving their sets to see

really good films. Consequently, there

was good support in trading sessions

for motion picture shares.

The industry took the TV bull by

the horns in other ways. An example

was the proposed merger of Para-

mount Pictures and yVmerican Broad-

casting.

Although gross earnings of

most film companies were gen-

erally higher than those of 1950,

net profits were off because of

higher operating costs and
taxes. But, here, too, traders

took a long range view of cau-

tious optimism in view of de-

velopments late 1951. There was
good demand for film shares
and they held their own in a
highly selective general market.

Paramount Pictures stock was out-

standing on the "Big Board," finish-

ing the year around 26 for a gain of

more than four points. United Para-

Against Hughes
(^Continued from page 1)

Justice brief said, adding that the en-

tire decree was carefully drawn to get

two independent companies and that

the trusteeing and eventual sale of the
theatre stock was an "integral part"
of this plan. Hughes' argument that

he does not have to sell the trusteed
theatre stock until he is ready "would
enable appellant, at his pleasure, to

frustrate the primary purpose of the
decree—divorcement of the economic
interests of the two companies," the
brief argued.

So long as Hughes gets the divi-

dends on the trusteed stock, his pic-

ture company has a "powerful induce-
ment" to favor the RKO Theatres
Company, the high court was told.

The consent decree specifically gives
the lower court power to prescribe
"other terms and conditions" for the
trust, Justice said, and "this includes
the power to set a reasonable termina-
tion date." The time actually set for
final disposition of the Hughes theatre
stock is more than six years from the
date of the consent decree and "is

fair by any test," Justice declared.
It is particularly important, the

court was told, that the lower court
be free to take action "calculated to
prevent a recalcitrant party from sub-
verting the objectives of the reorgani-
zation plan." Justice said the District

Court "well knew" that between the
time of the consent decree and the
government motion to force sale of
tlie theatre stock, Hughes and the
RKO defendants had "repeatedly
manifested considerable reluctance to
effectuate the divorcement contem-
plated by the 1948 decree."

Hughes argued that "he does not
have to do anything ever" about sell-

ing the stock, Justice claimed. In view

mount Theaters was steady, selling

around 19 at the yeareiid for a frac-

tional gain.

The new RKO Pictures stock and

that of the Theatres Corp. ranged be-

tween highs of around $5 a share and

lows of $3. RKO Theatres showed a

flashy profits comeback in the 13

weeks ended Sept. 29, with a net

income of $502,206, compared with

$109,697 in the 13-week period ended

June 30. Net for the 13 weeks ended
March 31 was $441,941.

Warner Brothers and Universal

Pictures were good performers on the

stock market, both gaining more than

two points on the year, the former
going above $14 a share and the lat-

ter to around $12. Universal showed
strong gross earning power and de-

clared a year-end dividend of 60 cents

a share on the common stock. The
last previous payment was 25 cents a

share, in July, 1948.

Loew's, Inc., an amusement stock

favorite in Wall Street board rooms,

met good demand throughout the year

and finished more than a point higher,

around $17 a share.

Eastman Kodak, 20th Century-Fox
and Columbia Pictures were little

changed as a result of the year's deal-

ings but held steady despite lower net

profits reported for earlier periods of

the year.

Technicolor was a highlight on the

Curb Market, rising around $4 a share

for the year, to above $22 a share.

Monogram was well supported and
gained more than a point, to above $3
a share.

U-I Backlog
(Continued from page 1)

and Piper Laurie, will be the second,

followed by "Sally and Saint Ann,"
with Ann Blyth.

Lone picture carrying through from
last year is "The Untamed," in Tech-
nicolor with Joseph Cotten, Shelley

Winters and Scott Brady.
Technicolor pictures now in the cutting

rooms or awaiting release include "Bend
of the River," starring James Stewart
and Arthur Kennedy ;"The Cimarron Kid,"
Audie Murphy and Yvette Dugay; "Flame
of Araby," Maureen O'Harra and Jeff

Chandler; "Steel Town," Ann Sheridan,
John Lund and Howard Dufif; "The Treas-
ure of Lost Canyon," William Powell and
Julia Adams; "The Battle at Apache
Pass," John Lund and Jefif Chandler ; "Has
Anybody Seen My Gal," Piper Laurie and
Rock Hudson; "The World in His Arms,"
Gregory Peck and Ann Blyth; "Scarlet
Angel," Yvonne DeC'arlo and Rock Hud-
son; "The Duel at Silver Creek," Audie
Murphy; "Bronco Buster," John Lund; and
"Son of Ali Eaba," Tony Curtis.

Black and white films editing or await'ing

release are "Meet Danny Wilson," Frank
Sinatra and Shelley Winters; "Francis,
Racket Buster," Donald O'Connor: "Ma
and Pa Kettle at the Fair," Marjorie
Main and Percy Kilbride; "Here Come the
Nelson," Ozzie, Harriet, David and Ricky
Nelson; "Finders Keepers," Tom Ewell and
Julia Adams; "Hear No Evil," Tony Curtis
and Jan Sterling; "Red Ball Express,"
Jeff Cliandler; "Lost in Alaska," Bud Ab-
bott and Lou Costello; "Ma and Pa Kettle
Go to Paris," Marjorie Main and Percy
Kilbride; and "Francis Goes to West
Point," Donald O'Connor.

Brotman to Follow Law
Chicago, Jan. 2.—Oscar Brotman

has resigned as a member of the board
of directors of Allied Theatres of Illi-

nois to devote full time to his law
practice.

of all this, it was "incumbent on the

lower court to set a limit," the brief

said.

TV. Y. Grosses
(Continued from page 1)

week's gross at $110,000, reported that

the two-day gross was about 10 per

cent greater as compared to previous

years. "Elopement," plus a stage re-

vue there, wound up its first week
last night.

An excellent $11,700 was registered

by "I Want You" at the Criterion for

the two days, while a robust $12,618

was racked up for the period by "De-
tective Story" at the Mayfair. "Deci-

sion Before Dawn" at the Rivoli did a

fine $13,600 for both days and a simi-

lar good figure was realized for "Dis-

tant Drums" at the Warner, which did

about $18,000.

'Spy' Doing Well

At the Globe, a large $11,327 was
taken in for the two-day period by
"My Favorite Spy." Similar reports

of brisk business came from the Cap-
itol, which opened Monday with
"Westward the Women," the Astor,

now playing "Quo Vadis" on a con-

tinuous run policy, and Loew's State,

where "The Wide Blue Yonder" had
its preview showing Monday.

'Vadis' Breaks House Record in K.C.;

Tops 'GWTW in Indianapolis

"Quo Vadis" continues to pull very

high grosses. In Kansas City, despite

inclement weather and extra-ordinary

competition from a basketball tourna-

ment, it broke the house record at the

Midland, where it drew a seven-day

gross of $42,000. Regular priced gross-

es at this house usually average about

$14,500.
In Indianapolis the film is outgross-

ing "Gone With the Wind" by a wide
margin, with a seven-day gross at

Loew's there hitting $36,000, where
at ordinary scales $10,000 would be

the average.

Cleveland Holiday Business
Ranges from Good to Excellent

Cleveland, Jan. 2.—Business here
over the holiday weekend was good to

excellent. Local neighborhood busi-

ness was spotty. The weather was
mild and clear. Scanty reports from
the territory indicate that some the-

atres outgrossed the same period last

year, while other theatres reported a

drop.

Garland Sets Hold-over
Record at RKO Palace

Judy Garland, now in her 12th week
at the two-a-day RKO Palace, has set

a new hold-over record for the thea-

tre, topping Kate Smith's previous

record of 10 weeks in 1931. As to

holiday business at the Palace, a big

$58,000 was estimated for the week
ending Monday. New Year's Eve
prices were hiked to $7.20.

Carriers Grant Pay
(Continued from page 1)

$5 pay hike a year from now. It will

contain provision for increased vaca-

tions, holiday pay and improved in-

surance, disability and hospitalization

benefits. Some 70 drivers and driver-

helpers are involved.

A "no strike" clause wiU be included

in the pact, Meinhardt said. The
month-long negotiations threatened to

collapse with a strike on Jan. 1, but

just prior to the holiday the carriers

won a promise from the union that

there would be no walkout until
_
at

least the end of this week, pending

further talks.
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BETTY

as Holly, Queen of the Flyers

r* *1

CHARLTON

as Brad, The Boss -man

GLORIA

as Angel, the Elephant Girl

WORLD PRE-RELEASE
ENGAGEMENT

At The
Nation's Greatest Showplace

RADIO CITY
MUSIC HALL

Cecil B.DeMiUe^s

Color

TECHNICOLOR

CORNEL

as The Great Sebastian

DOROTHY

as Phyllis, the "Hula" Girl

with

HENRY WILCOXON

LYLE BETTGER

LAWRENCE TIERNEY

EMMETT KELLY

CUCCIOLA

ANTOINETTE CONCELLO

and

PRODUCED AND DIRECTED BY CECIL B. DeMILLE

Produced with the cooperation of Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey Circus

Screenplay by FREDRIC M. FRANK, BARRE LYNDON and THEODORE ST. JOHN

Story by FREDRIC M. FRANK, THEODORE ST. JOHN and FRANK CAVETT

"If It's a Paramount Picture, It's The Best Show in Town"

— and this Paramount Picture is

THE GREATEST BOXOFFICE SHOW ON EARTH

!

JAMESmm
as Buttons— a Clown
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Motion PictureDailyFeatureReviews
'The Las Vegas Story*
(RKO Pictures)

THE exploitable strength in this RKO Pictures presentation lies in its cast,

topped by Jane Russell, Vincent Price. A'ictor Mature and Hoagy Car-

michael. The mechanical plot is a bit enlivened by Carmichael at the piano and

p. hair-raising episode involving a chase between a heliocopter and an automo-
bile. The formula situations, however, are not improved by a number of

double meaning lines directed at Aliss Russell.

"The Las \'egas Storj-" finds Miss Russell unhappily married to Price, a

wealthy investment broker, involved in a number of shady deals and in dire

need of cash. They stop at the XeA'ada gambling town where Miss Russell

during the war years was in love with ^lature. Price takes to the gambling

tables while Miss Russell tries to retrace the past when she was a vocalist at

the Last Chance club. There she meets Mature who is now a detective. Compli-

cations pile up when the owner of the club is slain and Price is accused of

murder. However, the real killer is found to be a "private eye" for an insur-

ance company who has designs on ^Miss Russell. He is slain following a chase

by Mature. Price is nabbed for embezzlement, leaving ^Miss Russell free to

marry Mature.
Others in the cast include Brad Dexter, Gordon Oliver. Jay C. Flippen and

Will Wright. Samuel Bischoft was executive producer and Robert Sparks

was producer, while Robert Stevenson directed.

Running time, 88 minutes. General audience classification. Release date, not

set MuRR.w Horowitz

'Indian Uprising"
(Edward Small-Columbia)

CLEAVING to basic Western formula, "Indian Uprising" is strong on

action, light on love interest and has the added attraction of color by

Supercinecolor. George Montgomery-, playing a dauntless cavalyrman who
has sharp insight into the problems of the Indians and knowledge of the ways
of the notorious chief. Geronimo, gives a vigorous performance and is ably

assisted by a sizeable cast, including Audrey Long. Carl Benton Reid, Eugene
Iglesias, John Baer, Joe Sawyer, Robert Dover, Eddy Waller, Douglas Ken-
nedy, Robert Shayne and Miguel Inclan.

The essence of the screenplay, which Kenneth Gamet and Richard Schayer
made of the latter's stor\-, is that a clique of predatorj- white men were re-

sponsible for the insurgence of Geronimo's Apaches, and that peace was
restored when Montgomery finally succeeded after many attempts to convince

the authorities that the Indians were being deliberately aggravated into raid-

ing white communities. Ray Xazarro directed the numerous Indian fights in a

manner to create maximum excitement, and maintained throughout the film a

sharply drawn distinction between heroism and villainy. Produced by Ber-

nard Small, the picture is an Edward Small presentation.

Running time, 75 minutes. General audience classification. For January
release. Charles L. Fraxke

'Angel With the Trumpet"
(London Fihns-Snader)

ERNST LOTHAR'S kaleidoscopic novel of Austrian history has been
brought to the screen by Sir Alexander Korda's London Films, emerging

as a highly dramatic unfoldment of the decades from the time the Austrian
republic grew out of the Hapsburg empire until it became a segment of Ger-
many's Third Reich. A stirring performance is rendered by Eileen Herlie. in

the role of an Austrian woman stalked by tragedy from the moment she first

meets the Crown Prince Rudolph to the bitter day when the Nazi storm
troopers come to arrest her, a Catholic, because her father was a Jew.
The cast is uniformly good, from Basil Sydney as the middle-class piano

manufacturer who marries Miss Herlie over the objections of his relatives,

to Norman Wooland who plays the tragic figure of Rudolph, Maria Schell,

the pianist sweetheart of Eileen's son, and Oscar Werner, the family's wayward
son who eventually turns Nazi and returns home in triumph to find his mother
dead. Producer Karl Hartl and Franz Tassie did the script, which follows the
Lothar story faithfully. Anthony Bushell was the director and presumably is

responsible for the leisurely tempo. The film jolts along from climax to cli-

max, lacking a sharp focus. Authentic in its mood, it is both sentimental and
moving in spots, but on the whole it is spotty in its quality and surprisingly

lacking in polish. Art houses probably will find this a stimulating entry.

Running time, 98 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

Dec. 20.

Lewis Buys Greene Yarn
Hollywood, Jan. 2.—David Lewis

has purchased the screen rights to

Graham Greene's controversial novel,

"The End of the Aff^air" and will re-

enter active film production.

There's oniy one

BEACH
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Batschelet Heads
Denver Variety
Denver, Jan. 2.— Tent No. 37 of

Variety has elected Ralph Batschelet.
manager of the Paramount, as chief

barker for 1952. He succeeds Hall
Baetz, who is International canvas-
man. Other officers include William
Hastings, first assitaiit chief barker

;

Fred Brown, second assistant ; Sam
Feinstein, dough guy, and Victor Love,
property master. Cauvasmen are Jim
Micheletti. Robert Garland, Robert
Selig, H. M. McLaren, Ray Davis
and Harry Green.

"Rashomon"
(Daici-RKO Radio)

A UNIQUELY flexible and eloquent use of the film medium is displayed

by the Japanese in "Rashomon." The picture is distinguished for having
won the Grand Prize at this year's Venice Film Festival. Actually a parable

on truth, it is photographed and acted with considerable skill. It should draw
its best attendance at art houses.

The theme is one that is boldly forthright. A bandit, beholding a man and
his wife traveling through a forest, binds the husband and seduces the wife.

Subsequently the husband is found dead. Four versions of the incident are

given—by the bandit, the wife, the spirit of the husband and an eyewitness

—

and each version varies drastically. The picture concludes on a note of hope
when the eyewitness, a thief, decides in a mood of moral regeneration to adopt
an abandoned baby.

By its very nature the film is episodic in character. The setting is about
1,200 years ago in an ancient metropolis of Japan. The entire story is related

in flashback and discussion by three men who take refuge from a driving rain

in some immense architectural ruins.

Jingo ^Minoura produced and Akira Kurosawa directed with a fine command
of his medium. Toshiro Mufune is the bandit ; !Machiko Kyo the wife and
Masayuki Mori the husband.

Running time, 90 minutes. Adult audience classification. Release date, not
set. ^Iaxdel Herbstmax

Boston Salesmen's

\

Club Holds Elections
BosTox, Jan. 2. — The Boston Mo-

tion Picture Salesmen's Club an-

nounced officers and board of directors

for 1952 as follows: president, H. O.
( Bud ) Lewis ; vice-president, Arthur
Gerome ; secretary, Louis Josephs

;

treasurer, Joseph Wolf ; sargeant-at-
arms, Joseph Mekelberg. The board
of directors are as follows : chairman,
William Kunnis ; Harry Goldstein,
Nate Levin. Leonard -A.ppel, Jerry
Callahan and Dave Grover.

Foreign Language
Critics Elect
The following officers were elected

to serve during 1952 by the Foreign
Language Press Film Critics' Circle

:

President. Wladyslaw Borzecki, film

editor of the Polish Morning World;
vice-president, Victor Shimkin of the

Russian Daily Sloz o : treasurer, An-
drew \'alucheck, editor of the Cse-
choslovak Daily Dcnnik ; Sigmund
Gottlober. director of the American
Foreign Language Press was re-el-

ected executive secretary.

zyfmouncmg

The Second Annual Communion
Breakfast for Catholic people

of the motion picture industry,

New York area, at St. Patrick's

Cathedral, January 20th. Pon-

tifical Mass at nine o'clock.

Breakfast immediately following.

Grand Ballroom, Hotel Waldorf

Astoria. For information and

tickets communicate with the

member of the Sponsoring Com-
mittee in your office, or Miss

Marguerite Bourdette, Room
1107, 1501 Broadway. Telephone

BRyant 9-8700. Tickets: $3.75

each.
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RCA's JoUiffe Cites

Developments in

Television, Radio

Outstanding achievements in radio

and television during 1951 are listed

by Dr. C. B. Jolliffe, vice-president

and technical director of RCA, as fol-

lows :

Field testing the RCA compatible,

all-electronic color television system
under regular broadcasting conditions.

Tests included outdoor and studio

pickups, transmissions by radio relay

and coaxial cable from New York to

\\'ashington, reception on experimen-
tal home-type receivers, featuring the

RCA tri-color picture tube, and show-
ings on a 9-bv- 12-foot theatre screen.

On Oct. 16, 17, and 18, a test pro-
gram of the RCA compatible color

system was transmitted across the na-

tion.

Adoption by the National Television

System Committee of field-test stand-

ards for a compatible color TV sys-

tem.

Emergence of the praciticality of

the UHF (ultra high frequency) por-
tion of the broadcasting spectrum for

television's expansion into 70 new
channels that can provide for more
than 2,000 UHF stations and bring
TV coverage within range of nearly
every American community.

Inauguration of Coast-to-Coast tele-

vision service employing microwave
radio relays.

Start of pilot production of the
transitor, a tiny device, which will

eventually replace certain types of

electron tubes.

Development of new and electronic

equipment for the Armed Forces.
Theatre television, which became a

new industry and service and spread
across the country for independent op-

eration and operation in networks
linked by radio relays or coaxial

cable.

Rose Bowl Game
{Continued from page 1)

permit. KFEL put the game on nu-
merous TV receivers at a local arena,

which was packed by patrons who
were not charged admissions. Denver,
at this time, has no home TV recep-
tion.

According to information received

here, last minute complications in-

volving theatre television rights failed

to deter Corwin from carrying the

telecast. The local NBC office stated

that Theatre Network Television,

which cleared the theatre rights for

the game through NBC's New York
office, souglit to amend NBC's con-
tract with Tournament officials so as

to allow theatre telecasting of the

game. Complications arose when Pa-
cific Coast Conference commissioner
Victor Schmidt and Lathrop Leish-
man, chairman of the football com-
mittee, voted against waiving the the-

atre prohibition.

RKO Will Reissue
'Hunchback' and 'Cat'
hollowing tests oi a combined re-

release of "The Hunchback of Notre
Dame" and "The Cat People," RKO
Radio is putting both pictures back in

circulation, Robert Mochrie, sales

vice-president, announced.

The combination was tried out in

Denver, Atlanta, Chattanooga, Bir-

mingham and Boise, as well as sev-

eral smaller situations.

Television-Radio
Comment and Opinion

npHE ability to do something new and different within the
- accepted limitations of the broadcasting medium is a rare gift.

Few of the creative minds in the industry can lay claim to it.

Edward R. Murrow, CBS newsman and commentator, ranks
conspicuously among the exceptions.
Murrow first roused comment when he and Fred Friendly

produced the "I Can Hear It Now ..." series. This past fall,

he brightened Sunday afternoons with his brilliantly conceived
and executed "See It Now" TV programs which continue as

outstanding examples of intelligent and interpretative news
reporting.

This past Sunday, over the CBS Radio Network, Murrow pre-

sided over a get-together of CBS correspondents from various

parts of the world. The program, in informal setting, was re-

peated over CBS-TV on New Year's Day and under Murrow's
guiding hand turned into a fascinating hour-long analysis of the
world situation.

Now CBS announces an addition to Murrow's already crowded
schedule. On Saturday, over CBS Radio, he starts a once-a-week
series of five-minute interviews called "This I Believe." The
show has been on in New York locally since September and was
a big hit.

t^ i<

On hand is a year-end statement from Joseph H. McCon-
nell, president of the National Broadcasting Company, who
thinks that by 1955 some 28,000,000 American homes will be
equipped with television sets, accommodating an audience of

84,000,000, or more than half of the total national population.
By that year, too, McConnell believes 4,100 theatres will be

equipped to carry TV programs and the five per cent addition
to the home viewing audience should put television within
daily reach of nearly 90,000,000 people. The NBC executive
also predicted a total annual income from all advertising
sources in 1955 of $8,000,000,000. That compares with 1951
TV advertising expenditures of $1,775,000,000. He added that,

should compatible color television become a reality before
1955, his forecasts might have to be revised drastically.

-^k ^
Adding to an already uneventful and unexciting New Year's Eve

program schedule on TV, "Studio One" presented "That Paris
Feeling" Monday night. The romantic comedy introduced Ann
Gillis. One has come to connect the name of VVorthington Mi-
ner, director of "Studio One," with some of the finest dramatic
programs on television. In fact, there was a time when "Studio
One" set the pace for shows of its type. This is no longer so.

During the past six months, the hour-long program has been of
such uneven quality that it must have alienated many viewers.
Whether the fault lies with the selection of scripts—such as was
the case with "That Paris Feeling"—or whether it is because
Miner has settled down and no longer is curious about the po-
tential of his camera, is difficult to tell. "That Paris Feeling," in

addition to being lightweight even as comedy material, also
lacked strength when it came to performances.

ik ik

The TV networks in general showed precious Utile imagination
in their Netv Year's Eve programming. Midnight found mOst
cameras trained atop the Times Building. NBC had Ben Grauer
excitedly rez'icwing political history from the roof of the Astor
Hotel. The Paramount Theatre got a nice plug and so did Cecil

B. DcMillc. CBS decided to let us have a fren::ied glimpse of "the

elite" at the Stork Club zvhere everyone acted gay and exhilirated.

JVOR-TV zvent off the air, on schedule, at the stroke of midnight.

ik . ^
Noted in Passing: "Big Town" returns to CBS Radio. . . . Rob-

ert Montgomery's full-hour tour-de-force on NBC Monday night

a T\' dud. A lecture is not entertainment, regardless of how
good the intention .... Theatre Guild on the Air offers the

Lunts in "I Know My Love" Sunday over NBC radio .... Jim-
my Durante at his best, with Helen Traubel as his guest on the

AH Star Revue over NBC-TV Saturday. . . . A. A. 'Schechter is

leaving his post as a vice-i)resident of the Crovvell-Collier Pub-
lishing Co. to return to NBC as a general executive for the TV
network. His first task will be to supervise NBC's precedent-
breaking nxjrning ])rograni, "Today," which starts Jan. 14.

Schechter first joined .\'I1C in 1931.

Fred Hi ft

SMPTE Says Film,

TV Industry Is

'Weak' Technically

The industry's "technical founda-
tion" is no longer the insurance for

the future that it was once considered

to be, in the opinion of the board of

governors of the Society of Motion
Picture and Television Engineers.
Hence, the organization has recom-
mended in a bulletin to members that

SMPTE aims in 1952 to put all re-

sources behind film and TV engineer-
ing projects, encourage engineers to

keep themselves posted on develop-

ments, encourage publication of tech-

nical papers and encourage engineer-

ing schools to prepare their students

for work in the industry.

'Unhealthy Future'

"The motion picture industry, if it

only realized it, is in for a serious and
unhealthy future," the bulletin states

in deploring the weakness attributed

to the "technical foundation."

Hitting the lack of training pro-

grams or scholarships for young engi-

neers, the bulletin states : "The movie
business is traditionally ingrown.
Technical talent is discouraged from
entering and jobs are handed down
internally. Behind closed doors we
find a field of mystery where studios

and laboratories keep the same secrets

from each other, where new ideas are

virtually unknown and where proc-

esses show little progress while coun-

terparts in other industries sail right

on by."

Cover Presidential

Conventions by TV
Columbia Broadcasting will cover

Coast-to-Coast on both television and
radio networks the Republican and
Democratic conventions at Chicago and
other events in the presidential cam-
paign, to be sponsored by Westing-
house Electric. Also, Philco Corp. will

sponsor both conventions over the

combined National Broadcasting Sys-

tem radio and television networks.

Will Sponsor 20 Hours

The CBS deal marks one of the

largest in the history of broadcast

programing. At an estimated cost of

more than $1,000,000 Westiiighouse

will sponsor 20 hours of television and
radio coverage of each convention.

'Sirocco* Campaign
Winners Named
Columbia has awarded prizes to the

winners of its showmanship contest

for "Sirocco." First p^rize of an all-

expense-paid week in New York for

two went to Robert Whelan of the

RKO Orpheum in Minneapolis. Sec-

ond prize, a Zenith radio-phonograph
console, went to Sonnv Shepard of

Miami Beach's Carib Theatre. Adam
Goelz of the Hippodrome in Baltimore
will receive the third prize, a long-

distance portable Zenith radio.

In addition, the judges, officers of

the Associated Motion Picture Adver-
tisers, felt that two other campaigns'

were worthy of honorable mention.

The winners of as yet unannounced
urizes are George Flunter of the Fox
in .Springfield, Mo., and Frank K.
Shaffer of the Warner's Dixie in

Staunton, Va.
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WB Sold 43
Properties at

7,106,000
Plans A Reorganization

For U. S. Tax Purposes

The sale of 32 Warner Brothers

theatres and 11 other properties

owned by the company at an ag-

gregate price of $7,106,000 was re-

vealed here yesterday in the annual

report to stockholders by Harry M.
Warner, president.

In the report for the year

ending Aug. 31, 1951, which
resulted in a net profit of $9,-

427,000, the company noted that

in add tion to the theatres that

must be divested pursuant to

the consent judgment, WB is

negotiating for the sale of a

substantial number of other
theatres.

Regarding the acquisition of com-
(Continned on page 6)

SEC Lists Top
Film Salaries

Louis B. Mayer during the last fis-

cal year received from Loew's
M-G-M remuneration totaling $300,-

OOO, and Harry M. Warner received

from Warner Brothers a salary of

$185,900, according to year-end re-

ports of the respective companies on
salary payments to their officers.

Mayer, who meanwhile resigned his

post as Loew"s M-G-M first vice-

president, and Warner, WB president,

{Continued on page 6)

Wald-Krasna Seen
Remaining at RKO
Hollywood, Jan. 3.—Negotiators

representing Jerry Wald and Norman
Krasna, on the one hand, and RKO
Pictures, on tlie other, continued their

discussions today concerning extension

of the option for the services of the

Ijroduction team.

The expectation is that an agree-

ment will be reached before the end
of the week under which Wald-Krasna

{Continued on page 6)

FOR THE RECORD

TOP'GROSSINGMCTURES OF 'J/

Motion Picture Daily herewith lists alphabetically
the top-grossing pictures of 1951:

AN AMERICAN IN PARIS (Me+ro-Goldwyn-Mayer)

BORN YESTERDAY (Columbia)

DAVID AND BATHSHEBA {20th Century-Fox)

THE GREAT CARUSO (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)

KING SOLOMON'S MINES (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)

SHOW BOAT (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)

THAT'S MY BOY (Paramount)

CHAOS IN CHICAGO
IN the category of current conditions which cry for remedy

the situation which exists in the City of Chicago stands very

near the top.

The Chicago situation, which is gravely affecting the welfare

of the industry in that dominant key area of Middle United States,

stems from the fantastic consequences which have flowed from the

unique and revolutionary regulations incident to the "Jackson

Park Case."

The Chicago area, a seat of power and prosperity of the in-

dustry from its pioneer days, has been hurtled virtually to the

brink of disaster by what is perhaps the strangest complexity of

trade practices that has ever confronted a segment of American

business. Legalistic theory, applied ruthlessly and with either scant

knowledge or little concern as to its consequences, has created a

condition of economic chaos.

n n n

DESPITE the great public service of the motion picture, the

affectionate status it enjoys as the chiefly favored public

amusement of the American people, there has been set up in

Chicago a set of trade practices which are not in the public interest

and fail to satisfy the wishes of the individual theatre-goer. Mean-

while they are jeopardizing many millions of dollars of legitimately

invested American capital, represented in both theatres and film.

The system that prevails is a strange phenomenon in American

life. Assuming authority from Federal Court decisions, a Federal

judge has allowed himself to be installed as an absolute dictator

over the economic life of the motion picture industry in the city

of Chicago. Unable to escape the atmosphere which inevitably

prevails in a climate of dictatorship, the Federal judge finds himself

from time to time assuming Olympic prerogatives.

Although even Hollywood has not yet produced a genius who

presumes to be able to catalogue audience acceptance of motion

(Continued on page 5)

Audit Shows
U. A. Earned

Profit in '51

Qualifies Krim Group
For Stock Ownership

A preliminary audit has revealed,

as expected, that United Artists

ended 1951 in the black, thus nieet-

ino- the basic requirement for the
Arthur Krim-Robert Benjamin-Mat-
thew Fox group to acquire ownership
of 50 per cent of the outstanding stock
of the company and to extend their

management control through 1960.

Other management members who
also will share in the SO per cent stock
ownership are William J. Heineman,
vice-president in charge of distribu-

tion ; Max E. Youngstein, vice-presi-

dent in charge of advertising-publicity,

and .\rnold Picker, vice-president in

charge of foreign distribution.

Krim has scheduled a trade press
conference for next Tuesday, at which

(Continued on page 6)

Grainger Out

OfSheaChain
E. C. Grainger, general manager

and former president of Shea Enter-
prises, was dismissed by the company
this week in what was described as

an aftermath to a dispute over terms
of his employment contract.

The dismissal came to light with
discovery of a motion on file in New
York Supreme Court here by Graing-
er to compel Shea Enterprises and
Gerald Shea, president since last fall,

{Continued on page 6)

S naper Calls for
New Sales Policies

Asserting tliat there has not been
"a jjrogressive step in sales formulas"
in many years, Wilbur Snaper, presi-

dent of New Jersey Allied and coor-
dinator of the national .-Vllied film

connnittee, yesterday called for aban-
donment of present selling policies in

favor of "a better wa}' of conducting
our business."

.\cknowledging that he could offer

(Continued on page 5)

1952
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1931 Was Banner
Production Year,

Johnston Declares

Washington, Jan. 3—Assessing

the achievements of the industry last

vear, Eric A. Johnston, president of

the Motion Picture Association of

America, has concluded that "the most

important and imposing factor in mo-
tion picture progress in 1951 was the

marked increase in the number of

genuinely outstanding films from Hol-

lywood."
"In no previous year that I know

of," he declared, "have the studios

turned out a more impressive array of

top-notch pictures."

Johnston said he rated this develop-

ment number one in significance be-

cause of our "by-products" that result-

ed. He cited these as: (1), the "re-

sounding note of confidence and op-

timism" within the industry; (2), dis-

sipation of "all the gloomy diagnoses

that the motion picture industry was

ready for burial;" (3), the arrival of

new patrons into theatres, and (4),

the manifestation of "renewed respect,

both at home and abroad, for_ the

matchless prowess, versatility, artistry

and resourcefulness of American mo-
vie-makers."
The second half of the 20th cen-

tury now "celebrates its second birth-

day," said Johnston. "I'm certain it

can get no finer entertainment present

in 1952 than the superb picture pack-

age now being wrapped up in Holly-

wood."

Fourth RKO House

Gets Theatre TV
Continuing with plans for installing

theatre screen TV in RKO theatres

in key cities all over the country,

RKO is now installing its fourth

RCA instantaneous direct projection

theatre-television system in the RKO
Albee in Cincinnati, it was disclosed

here yesterday by William W. Ho-
ward, RKO Theatres vice-president.

This will be the first such system

in Cincinnati, and more installations

are being planned for other RKO
theatres. To date, the RKO Fordham
in the Bronx, Keith's in Washington,

and the Palace in Cleveland have been

operating large-screen theatre televi-

sion.

The equipment will be RCA's model

FT-100, the same model is used in the

other RKO houses, and which pro-

vides an image as large as the usual

theatre screen.

Personal Mention

RKO Meet Is Off

Again, to Jan. 10
Dover, Del., Jan. 3.—Another meet-

ing of RKO Theatres stockholders

was held here yesterday, but because

the tabulation of proxies had not been

completed, the annual meeting was
adjourned again until next Thursda\'.

Due to the spirited camjiaign being

waged by management and opposition

leader David J. Greene, the tabulation

has been proceeding at a slow pace

with frequent challenges on both sides,

it is understofxl.

HJ. YATES, president of Repub-
• lie Pictures, has returned to the

Coast after spending the holidays here.

He is expected back in New York at

the end of the month.

•

Michael Moodabe, governing di-

rector of Amalgamated Theatres, Ltd.,

in New Zealand, affiliated with 20th

Century-Fox, has been elevated to the

Order of the British Empire by King
George VI of England.

Dewey Bloom, M-G-M press repre-

sentative for Canada, is recuperating

from a recent illness at his home in

Toronto.
•

Joseph B. Haffnee, C.P.A., has
been admitted to general partnership

in Samuel Hacker and Co., film in-

dustry accountants.

•

Ross DoYAL of M-G-M's publicity

department is in St. Claire's Hospital

here for a checkup.

ERIC JOHNSTON, Motion Pic-

ture Association of America pres-

ident, arrived in New York yesterday

to attend today's meeting of the

MPAA board.
•

Herbert A. Philbrick, assistant

director of ad-publicity for Mullen
and Pinanski Theatres at the time he
was doing undercover work for the

FBI in the Communist Party, will

have his story serialized in the Boston
Traveler and Sunday Herald.

•

Edwin E. Enke has resigned as

manager of the Skouras' Calderone
Theatre in Hempstead, N. Y., to ac-

cept an appointment as New York
State field representative of the Equit-
able Life Insurance Co. of Iowa.

•

Abe Olman, general manager of

Robbins-Feist Music Co., subsidiary

of Loew's, is a grandfather, his daugh-
ter, Mrs. Marjorie Sturmer having
given birth to a girl at Myrtle Beach,
S. C.

45 from Field to

Attend 20th Meet

Forty-five field men of the 20th Cen-
tury-Fox distribution force will at-

tend the five-day sales convention of

the company starting Monday at the

home office.

Heading the contingent, will be divi-

sion managers Martin Moskowitz,

Empire State ; Ed Callahan, Atlantic
;

Ray Moon, Central ; Peter Myers,

Canadian ; Moe Levy, Mid-West

;

Harry Ballance, Southern; and Her-
man Wobber, Western. Paul Wilson
and Buck Stoner, assistant division

managers of the South and West, re-

spectively, will also attend.

Branch Managers Attending

Branch managers attending the

meeting will include

:

Abe Dickstein, New York; Nat
Rosen, Albany; Charles Kosco, Buf-

falo
; Jim Connolly, Boston ; Ben Si-

mon, New Haven ; Sam Diamond,
Philadelphia ; Glenn Norris, Wash-
ington ; Tom Gilliam, Chicago

;
Joe

Rosen, Cincinnati ; I. J. Schmertz,

Cleveland
; Joe Lee, Detroit ; Tom

McCleaster, Indianapolis ; Al Levy,
Pittsburgh ; Bob Conn, Des Moines

;

Joe Neger, Kansas City ; Jack Lo-
rentz, Milwaukee

;
Ralph Pielow, Jr.,

Minneapolis
;
Joe Scott, Omaha ; Gor-

don Halloran, St. Louis.

Others Listed

Also, Fred Dodson, Atlanta
; John

Holston, Charlotte; Mark Sheridan,

Dallas ; Tom Young, Memphis ; Bill

B riant. New Orleans ; Marion Os-
borne, Oklahoma City ; Marion Doris,

Jacksonville
; Jimmy Dugan, Denver

;

Alex Harrison, Los Angeles ; Charles
Powers, Portland ; Kenneth Lloyd,

Salt Lake
; Jack Erickson, San Fran-

cisco
; Jack Burk, Seattle ; Gerald

Chernoff, Montreal and Phil Sherman,
Toronto.

Also at the meet will be John Fel-

oncy, assistant to Callahan in the At-

lantic Division, and Bob McNab, of-

fice manager for Cincinnati.

Schedule Reception

For DeMille Here

Cecil B. DeMille and Betty Hutton,
star of the DeMille-Paramount "The
Greatest Show on Earth," will be
guests of G. S. Eyssell, president of

Rockefeller Center, at a reception on
Monday afternoon in the Studio Apart-
ment of Radio City Music Hall. The
De Mille production will open at the
Hall on Thursday. He will attend the
premiere, arriving here on Sunday.

Paramount has arranged for a trade
press conference with DeMille on
Monday morning. The company has
also arranged a heavy schedule of
press, magazine, radio and television

interviews on behalf of the picture.

Following his stay here DeMille will

visit Atlanta, New Orleans and Dal-
las to meet editors and publishers.

On Thursday, DeMille will be the
guest on the Betty Crocker Magazine
of the Air over the ABC radio net-

work.

Feb, 10-16 Designated
Monogram Week
Hollywood, Jan. 3.—Feb. 10-16 has

been designated Monogram Week,
with 87 features plus the "Little Ras-
cals" shorts series to be made avail-

able to exhibitors for exhibition dur-

ing that time, president Steve Broidy
announced here today. The slogan is

"A Monogram Subject On Every
Screen In The Nation During Mono-
gram Week," and Broidy said indica-

tions are results will exceed outstand-
ing totals registered by the first an-
nual Monogram Week last year.

NSS Meet in Atlanta
Atlanta, Jan. 3.—George Dembow,

vice-president of National Screen

Service, in New York, will hold a

sales meeting here Monday and Tues-

day with branch managers and sales

representatives from Memphis, Char-

lotte and Atlanta.

Compo to Be Topic
At MPA Meet Today
The meeting here today of

the Motion Pictures Associa-
tion of America board will be
devoted almost exclusively to

discussion of the Council of

Motion Picture Organizations,
the MPAA indicated yester-

day. Arthur L. Mayer,
COMPO executive vice-presi-

dent, will attend the meeting.

The meeting will consider,

and perhaps act upon, pro-
posals which have been made
for the distributors' support
of a new COMPO advertis-
ing-publicity program which
will be part of the continuing
"Movietime U.S.A." campaign.

Continue Delay on
Salary Decision
Washington, Jan 3.—A Salary

Stabilization Board decision on salary

control policies for the film and other
talent industries is not likely before

late January, at the earliest.

A Board spokesman said the Board
and its staff envisaged considerable

further work on the matter before

issuing a regulation. For one thing,

he said, the Board wants to write

into one regulation policy for talent

workers, sports figures and possibly

other groups. For another thing, the

Board still has several questions it

wants answered. Board executive di-

rector Joseph Cooper will attempt to

get some of these answered as far as

the film industry goes when he is on
the West Coast the week after next.

He plans to talk to Hollywood com-
pany and labor officials while on the

Coast.

NEW YORK THEATRES

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL
Rockefeller Center

DORIS DAY

DANNY THOMAS

"I'LL SEE YOU IN MY DREAMS"

plus THE MUSIC HALL'S
GREAT CHRISTMAS STAGE SHOW

starring

iANERUSSElf GROUCHOMARX

FRANK SINATRA

SAMUEL
GOLDWYN'S I

"A

v..

WANT
YOU
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lo CELEBRATE Nate Blumbcrg's 4o years

in show business in a manner which will long

be happily remembered by our thousands of

exhibitor friends, we have carefully assembled

a schedule of releases that, we are confident,

will bring extra profits to theatres during the

period of the Nate Blumberg Drive.

Our RELEASES from January through

April are big in every sense— particularly in

the sense that. . .

o?ie thatma¥ r J

1
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Columbia Pictures I CHAOS IN CHICAGO
Pays Dividend (Continued from page 1)

In Form of Stock

Columbia Pictures has applied to

the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion for the registration of 17,611 ad-

ditional shares of common stock,

16,395 of which are to go to stock-

holders in payment of a per cent

stock dividend on the common.
The additional 1,216 shares will be

issued upon the exercise of outstand-

ing warrants and options, the company
stated.

Under a loan agreement which the

company has with four banks, Colum-
bia agreed not to pay any dividends

other than in its own stock, including

split-ups, or make any disbursements

other than in its own stock to its

stockholders. Excepted are dividends

on preferred stock which can be issued

at a rate not exceeding $318,750 per

annum from June, 1950.

Of the shares of common to be is-

sued in payment of the dividend as of

Dec. 28 last, 16,359 will be capital-

ized at a sum representing stated

value which is higher than the average
reasonable market value thereof over
the period from Oct. 1, 1950, to Oct.

13, 1951 after giving effect to such
dividend, according to the company.
Also, the common capital stock
account will be increased by the trans-
fer from the earned surplus account
of the sum of $262,071. The 36 shares
representing the difference between
the 16,395 dividend total and the num-
ber which will be so capitalized, will

be added to the 1,477 shares now held
by the company.
The 1,216 shares will be added to

the present reserve of 48,675 shares of
common against warrants and options
held by company executives A. Mon-
tague, B. B. Kahane, Lester W. Roth,
Irving Briskin, Gerald Rackett, A.
Schneider and Joseph McConville.

Snaper Calls
{Continued from page 1)

no specific substitute formula, Snaper
ventured this much : "Perhaps if dis-

tribution branches were given more
freedom in dealing with their custom
ers everyone would be happier."

Including his observations in a bul-

letin to the New Jersey organization's

membership, Snaper held that "per

haps much of the bickering, friction

and dog-eat-dog attitudes can be elimi

nated by a formula other than that

used at the present time."

The distributor, he contended, "has
gotten to the point where he believes

the panacea for selling is just to al

locate a picture percentage." He said

that "certainly there must be some
straightening out of this constant bat
tie which takes up so many hours on
both sides—hours that might be de-

voted to constructive work in building

up our business."

Perhaps, Snaper continued, "there
might be a different theory of sales

or philosophy of buying than is pres-
ently being employed." In this con-
nection he cited charges of "gouging"
that have come form exhibitors and
the filing of percentage actions by dis-

tributors.

John King Services
Hollywood, Jan. 3. — Services for

John H. King, 77, who died yesterday

in Encino will be held Saturday morn-
ing at Forest Lawn. The deceased,

founded the Kunsky theatre circuit.

pictures in advance of public showing, this Chicago [udge, caught

in a maelstronn of legalistic tinkering with business operation, under-

takes to render critical opinion, presupposing popular judgnnent.

Making the process even more fantastic, he goes one absurd step

farther and nnakes critical rulings without even seeing the pictures

in question, basing his views on descriptions by lawyers to represent

opposing litigants.

Under the system the entire pattern of distribution of films in

the Chicago area has been affected. With the purpose of protect-

ing subsequent accounts against arbitrary and unreasonable clear-

ance requirements, regulations have been introduced which result

in the swift burning up and wasting of millions of dollars worth of

motion picture film. Pictures are hurried through the area, leaving

no opportunity to build a reputation or to take advantage of word-

of-mouth advertising without which no person or product can be
a popular success. No one, including the Subsequent-Run theatres,

is profiting.

An object of the interpretation which has been given to the

Federal court decree, out of which this whole nightmare of con-

fusion arises, was to curb the length of the Loop or Downtown
engagements in First Run theatres operated by companies de-

fendant in the original litigation. By far the majority of the Down-
town theatres are operated by such defendant companies. Hence
most of the film which reaches the Chicago market is subject to

the orders of the Federal Court.

Under current practice the Federal judge may, if he elects so

to do, allow a picture to play longer than the prescribed two-week
limit. It is in such instances that the jurist lays aside his judicial

ermine, becomes both a critic and a prophet, and decides how
good or how bad the picture in question is and how long the public

will be allowed to patronize it in a Downtown location. To qualify

for extended playing time the picture in question must be judged

as being "unique" in quality. Incidentally, one of the pictures

turned down for extended playing time has just been selected by
the New York Critics Circle, representing the chief reviewers of

the Metropolitan press, as the best picture of the year. Another
picture which the judge did not care for was a Negro story, yet

this subject went on to an important national success.

The system of clearance which grew up through trial and error

in Chicago over a period of many years undoubtedly did work

certain injustices and was so judged in the Federal Courts. Many
subsequent-run theatres claimed that pictures should be moved
more rapidly into engagements in their houses. Many of these

claims were doubtlessly sound. But no sensible and experienced

person ever envisioned the wholesale upheaval that has taken place,

out of which a great deal of harm has been done and very little good,

n n n

THE situation which now confronts the industry in this second most

important trading area in the nation is of calamitous import.

Exhibition and distribution face on one side the problems of recon-

struction and readjustment, including television. On the other side

there is judicial interference which over-rules commercial judgment

and experience, rendering inoperative those factors of initiative

and enterprise which have made American business great.

The result of all this is that the Chicago area, including all of

its elements of First Run, Subsequent Run, and Distribution lags

behind the rest of the nation in digging out of the complications

which have beset the business during the post-war readjustment.

It is of course true that the defendant companies were held to

have violated the anti-trust laws. It is likewise true that the laws

impose penalties and punishments for violation. But it is incon-

ceivable that legislative intent ever contemplated, in face of the

evident complexities and difficulties Inherent in leasing motion

picture film, any such scheme of projecting into the indefinite

future a set of regulations which in actual experience is having

the effect of slowly but surely suffocating an Important and legiti-

mate segment of American business.

In another area of American jurisprudence there is present the

Constitutional provision against "cruel and unusual" punishment.

The existing situation in Chicago ought to be considered in the

light of the principle of that provision because what is happening

to the business In Chicago is nothing short of cruel and unusual

punishment. —Martin Quigley

Distributors Hit

Milwaukee Towne
High Court Brief

Washixgtox, Jan. 3.—The distri-

butors involved in the ^Milwaukee
Towne case today accused the exhibi-

tor and his attorney, Thomas Mc
Connell, of "sophistry and deceit."

The distributors filed with the U. S.

Supreme Court an answer to a state-

ment recently filed by Alilwaukee
Towne, opposing the distributors' re-

quest to cut the damages awarded by
the U. S. Circuit Court.

In the brief today, the distributors

argued that it does not matter whether
the conspiracy went on if it ceased

to have an}- impact on Milwaukee
Towne's business. It argued that

there was no evidence of this in the

post-damage period, and that Alilwau-

kee Towne had an adequate supply of

films during that period. It said the

company's usual profits at a time when
business was not aft'ected was a bet-

ter gauge of damages form the con-

spiracy than "opinion testimony" and
"speculation."

The high court is likely to act on

the }ililwaukee Towne appeal at a

decision session next ^Monday.

Jersey Theatremen

Chart Bingo Fight

The New Jersey Federation of

Theatre Owners, organization of the

state's various exhibitor associations,

will be prepared to combat a bill pro-

viding a referendum on legalizing

bingo games for religious and welfare

benefits which will be introduced in

the Xew Jersey legislature this month
by Senator-elect Malcom Forbes,

Somerset Republican, a Federation
spokesman said here.

Long A Political Issue

Long a political issue in the state,

legalizing bingo has met year after

year with sucessful opposition by the

united Xew Jersey exhibitors. Several
bills have died with the end of legis-

lative sessions.

The state constitutional convention

of 1947 adopted a resolution suggest-

ing a referendum. Democrats have
termed this action a mandate, but Re-
publican legislative majoritv' leaders

have been reluctant to hold the poll.

Forbes, announcing the bill in Tren-
ton, said he believed even those op-

posed to legalizing the game recogn-

ized the justice of submitting the ques-

tion to referendum.

Services Today for
William Freedman
AMlliam Freedman, 54, purchasing

agent of 20th Century-Fox, died sud-

denh' yesterday in his 54th year.

Freedman first joined the company
in Dec, 1915 in the poster department
of the Xew York exchange. He was
transferred to the purchasing depart-

ment in 1919, becoming head of the

department in April, 1932.

Funeral services will be held today

at the Riverside Chapel, at 2 :00 P. Isl.

Burial, will be at Mount Hebron Cem-
etery, Queens.

Surviving are the widow, !Mrs. Hat-
tie Freedman, two daughters, Mrs.
Dorothy Brown and ^Irs. ]Maxine Ru-
bin, two grandchildren, and three

sisters.
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Grainger Out of Shea Chain
(Continued from page 1)

UA in Black
(Coittiitued ftoin page 1)

time, it is expected, details of UA's
1951 operations qualifying his group
to acquire ownership of the 50 per

cent stock interest will be disclosed.

There arc 16,000 shares of U.A.
stock outstanding, 8,000 shares of

which are equally divided between
Alary Pickford and Charles Chaplin.

Under their agreement with the Krim-
Benjainin-Fox group, another 8,000

shares were placed in escrow last

February, ownership of which could

be acquired by the management group
by achieving profitable operations for

U.A. in any one of the three calendar
years from 1951 through 1953. They
were assured management control for

the three-year period, which would be
extended for another seven-year per-

iod on achieving the first year of pro-
fitable operations.

An additional 4,000-share block of

U.A. stock is authorized and held in

the company treasury. Recent trade
reports have been that Louis B. May-
er miglit acquire the block as part of

a deal by which his future produc-
tions would be released through U.A.
Trade observers regard the Krim-

Benjamin-Fox achievement in restor-
ing U.A. to the black in less than a
year's time as little short of a miracle
in view of the company's desperate
financial and product condition when
they took over last February, and in
the face of the unsettled industry con-
ditions which prevailed last year.

U. S. to Quiz Krim,

Nizer in UA Suit

Department of Justice interrogato-
ries propounded to United Artists, the
New York law firm of Phillips, Nizer,
Benjamin & Krim, and Paramount
Film Distributing Corp., in connection
with the government's action to re-
quire U.A. to offer for sale the assets
acquired from Eagle Lion Classics,
are due to be answered by executives
of those firms at a hearing here before
Henry Danziger, New York notary
jniblic.

The government's show cause order
included the allegation that the pres-
ence of J\obert S. Benjamin in United
Artists and Universal tends to reduce
competition between the two compa-
nies.

At the hearing, a date for which has
not j'et been set, Arthur Krim, UA
president, will be called upcjn to de-
scribe in detail the assets acquired last

year form ELC, name UA's policy-
making heads since March, 1951, and
describe the Krim-Benjamin relation-
ship in UA.

Louis Xizer or any other member
of the New York law firm will be re-
quired to describe the activities of the
firm from 1941 to the present and
-tate the extent to which members of
the company engage in tlic affairs ot

film companies.
-Austin C Keough, Paramount gen-

eral counsel, will be asked to answer
questions relating to Phillii)'> employ-
ment by Paramount.

T WHEN YOU NEED T
^SPECIAL TRAILERS^
'MOD'JIND f-A-S-r

stNp row own to

[riJLMACK;
CHICAGO. 1377 S. Wabash - NEW YORK. 630 NinlhA».|

to arbitrate their differences as pro-

vided in Grainger's contract. Arthur
Mayer, executive director of the Coun-
cil of Motion Picture Organizations,

was named as an arbitrator by
Grainger.
The motion was filed Dec. 17, giv-

ing Shea 10 days notice to proceed

with arbitration in lieu of a court

hearing set for Jan. 10.

A'leanwhile, Dorothy Shea, wife of

Gerald Shea and daughter of the late

M. A. Shea, founder of the Eastern
circuit, filed a petition in Bronx Sur-

rogate's court asking an accounting

of the administration of the Maurice
A. Shea Trust, naming Grainger and
Edward C. Raftery of the law firm of

O'Brien, Driscoll & Raftery, as sole

surviving executors and, with Thomas
E. Shea, as trustees of the estate.

The action alleges that the executors

and trustees have not filed or settled

their account of proceedings except

for an "alleged intermediate account-

ing" covering the period from Oct.

29, 1940, to Aug. 31, 1948, and a sup-

plemental report covering the period

from Aug. 31, 1948, to Sept. 19, 1949.

Lender M. A. Shea's will the trust

was supposed to terminate on Oct. 19,

1950, 10 years after his death, at which
time the beneficiaries were to receive

the principal of the trust and the re-

mainder of the estate and became en-

titled to a "full, complete and detailed

account" of the executors and trustees,

the Dorothy Shea petition asserts.

The petition estimates the value of

the estate at approximately $3,000,000.

It was filed Dec. 22 and a hearing has
been set for Jan. 9.

Reached by telephone yesterday at

the office of his attorneys' Dillon &

Top Salaries
(Continued jrom page 1)

received the highest remuneration paid

by the companies.
All directors and officers of Loew's

M-G-M as a group received fees, sal-

aries and commissions totaling $2,007,-

369 and bonuses and shares in profits

totaling $393,333.
The Warner directors and officers

received remuneration totaling $1,232,-

070.

Annual retirement benefits payable
to Alayer beginning March 1, 1954,

will be $36,142, subject to reduction
if he exercises an option to receive
annual payments sooner. His remu-
neration last year included $156,428 in

fees, salary and commissions, and
$143,571 in bonuses and shares in

profits.

Schenck, Rubin, Mannix Listed

Nicholas M. Schenck, Loew's
Al-G-M president, received during the
last fiscal year $130,357 in fees, salary
and commissions, and $94,410 as bo-
nuses and shares in profits. Other
Loew's officers whose remuneration
was similarly divided were J. Robert
Rubin, vice-president and counsel, who
received $104,285, plus $76,611, and
Edgar J. Mannix, vice-president, who
received $159,035, plus $43,571.

-Salaries paid to other Loew's vice-

presidents were : William F- Rodgers,
$114,714; Charles C. Moskowitz,
$156,428; Joseph R. Vogel, $156,428,

and Leopold Friedman, $130,357. Eu-
gene W. Leake, director and chair-

man of the company's audit and fin-

ance committee and employes' retire-

ment plan committee, received $25,100.
.Salaries paid to other Warner offi-

O'Brien, Grainger said he was served

in the action "on the eve of Christmas
Eve." He added that he and his wife

went to Atlantic City for the four-day

New Y'ear's weekend and that on his

return here he received a notice in

the mail from Shea Enterprises in-

forming him that his services were no
longer required. He said he subse-

quently was refused access to his of-

fice.

Grainger said the differences arose

during discussions over renewal of his

10-year contract with Shea Enter-
prises which expired in 1951 and was
extended to 1956. Differences con-
cerned the duration of the new con-

tract, participation in profits under it

and sums alleged to be owed to

Grainger under the expired contract.

He said the contract provided for ar-

bitration of disputes of the kind and
it was his intention to submit them to

arbitration.

Grainger's attorney, commenting on
the Shea action" for an accounting by
the executors, said that gross assets

had increased about 400 per cent, net

worth about 250 per cent and cash by
over 800 per cent from the time
Grainger resigned as Eastern division

sales manager for 20th Century-Fox
in 1936 to become general manager of

Shea Enterprises to Dec. 31, 1950.

Grainger was elected president of

Shea Enterprises in 1949. Last fall

Gerald Shea was elected president

and Grainger was again named gen-

eral manager.
Gerald Shea could not be reached

for comment yesterday and efforts to

reach Raftery for comment were un-
successful also.

Wald-Krasna
{Continued from page 1)

Productions will continue under the

RKO banner.
The first year's option expired at

midnight last Monday and the nego-
tiators have been in constant session

since. The option permits either side

to cancel but the expectation is that

agreement will be reached on its ex-

tension for another year.

cers were : Jack L. Warner, vice-

president, $185,550; Harry M. Kal-
niine, vice-president, $130,000 ; Albert
Warner, vice-president and treasurer;

$105,050 ; Samuel Carlisle, controller

and assistant treasurer, $51,070 ; Stan-
leigh P. Friedman, vice-president,

$66,150; Robert W. Perkins, vice-

president, secretary and general coun-
sel, $105,150; Samuel Schneider, vice-

president, $105,150.

Holding Corp. Challenges Mayer's,
Rubin's Bonus and Profit Rights

Loew's, Inc., Louis B. Mayer, J.
Robert Rubin and other officers and
directors of the company have been
named defendants in a suit challenging
the legality of the bonus and profit-

sharing provisions in the employment
contracts which have been held by
Mayer and Rubin. The suit was filed

yesterday in U. S. District Court here
by Geramy Holding Corp. "on behalf
of itself and other holders of common
stock" in Loew's.

The plaintiff charges that the "resi-

dual rights" in the employment con-
tracts violate the Securities and Ex-
change Act of 1934.

Slate TV for 20

More WB Houses
An additional 20 large-

screen television systems
have been ordered by Warner
Brothers for its theatres,

Harry M. Warner, president,

revealed here yesterday in his

annual report to stockholders.
Seven of these, it was

added, are currently being in-

stalled in Warner theatres.

At present, Warner theatres
in New York, Philadelphia,
Washington and Milwaukee
have TV installations.

WB Report
{Continued from page 1)

mon stock, the report said that con-

sideration is being given to the ap-

propriation of approximately $15,000,-

000 to be used for the purchase by
the company of approximately 1,000,-

000 shares pursuant to invitations to

tender stock to be mailed to stock-

holders shortly after the annual meet-
ing, set for Feb. 19.

To take advantage of new develop-

ments, the report said that the board

is convinced that a new plan of re-

organization will be necessary, other

than that approved Feb. 20, 1951, ef-

fecting the divorcement of the com-
pany by April 4, 1953. The new de-

velopments were listed as necessities

to negotiate changes in the bank com-
mitments and the Revenue Act of

1951 relating to tax-free reorganiza-

tions.

Still Show Decline

Under the heading of current oper-

ations, the report said that box-office

receipts of Warner Theatres since

Aug. 31 still show a decline as com-
pared with the receipts of the same
theatres for the same period in 1950.

It was added, however, that the per-

centage of decline is smaller than that

of 1950.

The report estimated that the
operating profit for the quarter
ending Dec. 1, 1951 will be
slightly larger than the cor-
responding profit of $3,846,000
earned for the same quarter in

1950. It was noted that film
rentals, both domestic and for-
eign, are greater than in 1950.

As reported Wednesday in Motion
Picture Daily, the net profit for the
year was off $844,000 compared to

1950. With 5,619,785 shares outstand-
ing as of August, the net profit per
share was $1.67, as compared to $1.46
per share in 1950 with 6,997,300 shares
outstanding.

Mention was made in the report of

the six-month extension granted to the

company for the disposition of the re-

maining theatres which were to be
divested during the first year. Eleven
of the required 27, the report noted,

have been sold or contracted for sale

and the lease on one has expired. Five
theatres affected by contingencies in

the decree have been disposed of and
only one theatre is presently affected

by those contingencies, it was added.

The sale of the 43 properties at

$7,106,000, the report stated, repre-

sented a net profit of $2,208,000 be-

fore provision for Federal income tax.

Of this profit, $1,079 was included in

the operations for the fiscal year end-
ing Aug. 31.



Tken we told tlie industry

of our experience in tke

opening engagements.

MORE FIGURES THAT
PROVE "QUO VADIS" IS

THE BOX-OFFICE GIANT
OF ALL TIME

!

"Q.V." grosses, first week, in all of the new engagements compared to "GWTW"
in the same cities and the same theatres. All of the grosses below are exclusive

of admission tax.

"QUO VADIS"

BOSTON (2 Theatres)

INDIANAPOLIS

.

KANSAS CITY .

NEW ORLEANS
NORFOLK. . . .

WASHINGTON .

BUFFALO ....

•80,449

=30,023

=36,085

=37,113

=30,098

= 52,303

=47,063

"GWTW
«63,322

*33,165

* 37,646

*35,279

^25,004

34,752

«40,196

"So proud'
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Destry will ride tonight—positively
NO QUESTION, the show will go on—tonight—and every night ... go on with all the

blood-and-thunder that distinguishes the new-day Western—a stellar example of work in-

spired by modern technics, equipment, and materials.

Here, too, is a stellar example of the way the Eastman Kodak Company functions

through the Eastman Technical Service for Motion Picture Film.

For, in addition to aiding studio and laboratory in film selection and processing,

representatives collaborate with exchange and theater in helping solve problems of pro-

jection—help check film and equipment . . . make light measurements, determine proper

levels ... all to help assure good showings, black-and-white or color.

To maintain this service, the Eastman Kodak Company has branches at strategic

centers . . . invites inquiry from all members of the industry. Address:

Motion Picfure Film Department

EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY, ROCHESTER 4, N. Y.

East Coast Division Midwest Division West Coast Division

342 Madison Avenue 137 North Wabash Avenue 6706 Santa Monica Blvd.

New York 17, N. Y. Chicago 2, Illinois Hollywood 38, California
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Merchandising

Clinic Sparks

20th-Fox Meet

To Explore Full Range
Of Selling Methods

The full range of distribution

techniques in selling pictures to the

public will be explored at a 20th

Century-Fox merchandising chnic,

one of the highlights of the annual

20th-Fox sales convention, which will

open today at the home office.

During the five-day meeting a range

of subjects based on the knowledge

and experience of the attending exec-

utives and field men, will be given

full and detailed discussion in order

to implement plans and policies for

what the company says it considers

"the most outstanding line-up of pro-

duct ever offered" by 20th.

The meeting will be presided over

by Al Lichtman, director of distribu-

tion, who will be aided throughout the

round-table discussions by W. C.

(^Continued on page 6)

E. Allied Will Meet

On Trade Practices

Philadelphia, Jan. 6.—Allied of

Eastern Pennsylvania has invited all

independent exhibitors of this territory

to attend a mass meeting on Wednes-

day at the Broadwood Hotel here to

hear "a full and complete report of

conferences held" by Sidney Samuel-

son, organization president, "with rep-

resentatives of all major film compa-

nies on the problem of double features

{Continued on page 7)

Industry Leaders at

'Jimmy Fund' Dinner
Boston, Jan. 6.—The Variety Club

of New England, tent No. 23, has an-

nounced that high government officials

as well as nationally-known figures of

the industry, will attend the citation

banquet tomorrow evening at the

Hotel Statler in conjunction with the

official opening of the "Jimmy Fund

Cancer Building.

Among them will be Secretary ot

(Continued on page 6)

Adolph Zukor^ 79 Today
Sees Good Year for Films
Adolph Zukor, who celebrates his 79th birthday today, believes 1952

will mark the beginning of a "settling down" of the business. Inter-

viewed at the weekend at his office here, the Paramount Pictures board
chairman explained this definition as meaning that there will be steady

continuance of

Wolf to 6 Variety
Events This Month
Marc J. Wolf, chief barker

of Variety Clubs Internation-
al, is down for six functions
for January at which he will

officiate. They are:
Jan. 5, Installation of of -

ficers of the Chicago Variety
Club, to be held in the Con-
gress Hotel; Jan. 7, Dedica-
tion ceremonies of the Variety
Children's Cancer Research
Clinic, Boston; Jan. 11, Chick
Lewis testimon'al dinner, Ho-
tel Astor, New York; Jan. 14,

Installation of officers and
crew of the Indianapolis
Tent; Jan. 19, Installation of
officers and crew of the Buf-
falo Tent; Jan. 20, Speaking
at the annual banquei of the
Pittsburgh Tent.

the boxof-
fice improve-
ment manifest
during the past

six months.
"The people

in Hollywood,"
observed this

industry pioneer
for whom his

birthday will be
just another
work day at his

office in the

P a r amount
Building, "are

concentrat-
ing on making pictures that are of

'must' caliber." Developments in 1951

actually served as proof of the accu-
racy of Zukor's prediction of one year
ago that better pictures and better

business were in the offing.

Zukor does not look for "abnormal
prosperity" for the industry in 1952.

He sees no reason why the box-office

(Continued on page 6)

Adoliph Zukor

Rose Bowl Telecast Leaves
Authorization in Question
The question of authorization to theatre telecast the Rose Bowl game

was left begging at the weekend in the wake of the theatre telecast New
Year's Day by Sherrill Corwin's Orpheum in Los Angeles, the only
theatre in the nation to carry the event.

Queries directed at NBC-TV,
which had exclusive TV rights to the

game and the Tournament of Roses,
and to Theatre Network Television,

which booked the event for theatres

in cooperation with the network, failed

to clear up the matter.

According to Coast reports, Corwin
went ahead with the scheduled tele-

cast despite the objections of Pacific

Coast Conference football commis-
sioner Victor Schmidt and Lathrop
Leishman, chairman of the football

committee, who voted against lifting

the ban on theatre TV reported to be
included in the contract with NBC-
TV. The game and the Tournament

(Continued on page 7)

Policy of No MGM
Films to TV Holds

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer at the week-
end reaffirmed its policy of not selling

M-G-M pictures to home television.

Queried on the recent call of Jack
Kirsch, president of Illinois Allied, to

all major companies to make public

their stand on the sale of films to

TV, a spokesman for M-G-M said

that he saw no immediate prospect of

any change in the company's policy of

(Continued on page 7)

150,000 for

Star Tours

From M.P.A.A.

COMPO Ad Plans Acted
On Also By Distributors

The Motion Picture Association

of America board on Friday voted
to make available $150,000' to fin-

ance a new series of star tours
which will get underway in the spring
in conjunction with the Council of

Motion Picture Organizations' contin-

uing "Movietime U.S.A." campaign.

The action was taken at an
MPAA board meeting attended
by Arthur L. Mayer, COMPO
executive vice-president, who
received from those present a
friendly warning that he will

not be "permitted" to leave his

post for at least another year.
Mayer has repeatedly indicated
that he would prefer not to be
reelected by the COMPO exec-

(Confiniicd on page 6)

No Successor to

Grainger at Shea

There will be no changes in Shea
Enterprises' executive management in

consequence of the departure of E. C.

Grainger, former general manager,
Gerald Shea, president, said on Friday.

Shea confirmed that Grainger's

services had been regretfully "discon-

tinued, effective Jan. 1," and declined

to comment further. In reply to a

question, he said that he would take

(Continued on page 6)

Hughes Appeal to

High Court Today
Washington, Jan. 6.—The U. S.

Supreme Court tomorrow is sched-

uled to hear arguments on the How-
ard Hughes appeal, but a decision will

probably not be handed down for

many weeks.
Hughes is appealing an order of

the New York Statutory Court that

he sell his RKO Theatres stock by
Feb. 20, 1953 or watch the trustee sell

it for him within two succeeding

(Continued on page 6)

1952
will be the year of

this industry's

greatest grosses

1
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Personal MentionScreen Ads on the

Rise, Mack Reports

Chicago, Jan. 6.—If present

indications continue, 1952 will

see screen advertising in the

greatest number of theatres

ever, reports Irving Mack of

Filmack Trailers. The most
prevalent trend in screen ad-

vertising noted by Mack is

the movement on the part of

many exhibitors to solicit

their own screen advertising
among local stores and busi-

ness firms.

"Commercial screen adver-
tising, a lucrative source of

revenue, particularly through-
out the Southern states for
years, is now firmly estab-
lished on a national and local

basis," said a Filmack state-

ment.

Cole, Trumbo Win
M-G-M Settlements

M-G-M has settled out-of-court the

suits of writers Lester Cole and Dal-
ton Trumbo which sought $350,000 in

wages under contracts which were
cancelled by the company in conse-

quence of the Nov. 25, 1947, declara-

tion by the Association of Motion Pic-

ture Producers that the so-called "un-

friendly 10" writers and directors who
had been cited for contempt by the

House of Representatives were to be

discharged without compensation.
The suits, dismissed in U. S. Dis-

trict Court in Los Angeles, are similar

to pending suits of Ring Lardner, Jr.,

writer, against 20th Century-Fox, and
of Adrian Scott, a producer-director,

against RKO Pictures for unpaid
wages aggregating about $176,000.

The amount of the settlements by
M-G-M were undisclosed. Additional
settlements are expected to be made
before a scheduled Feb. 4 hearing date

on some of the suits.

No Comment Here

Attempts to obtain comment on the

settlements from M-G-M here and
from Eric A. Johnston, president of the

Motion Picture Association of Amer-
ica, were unsuccessful at the weekend.
The -AMPP statement in 1947 was
issued by Johnston. It read, in part

:

"We will forthwith discharge or sus-

pend without compensation those in

our employ, and we will not reemploy
any of the 10 until such time as he is

acquitted or has purged himself of

contempt and declares under oath that

he is not a Communist."
Some trade circles here have inter-

preted the settlement of the Cole and
Trumbo suits as a retreat from the

original AMPP stand, at least in

principle.

Report Majors Financing Pool to

Settle 'Unfriendly Ten' Suits

HoLLYwr«D, Jan. 6.—In the wake
of the disclosure that Lester Cole and
Dalton Trumbo had withdrawn their

suits against M-G-M for salary they
would have earned under employment
contracts existing at the time of their

dismissal in 1948, following refusal to

SILAS F. SEADLER, M-G-M ad-

vertising manager, will leave here

for the Coast Friday.
•

Mel Everitt of Columbia's Char-
lotte office, has been transferred to

the Atlanta branch, while Bill Bay-
N.^RD goes to the Charlotte branch.

•

William B. Zoellner, head of

M-G-M short subject and newsreel
sales, will leave here today on a visit

to Eastern branches.
•

Maurice N. Wolf, field assistant

to H. M. RiCHEY, exhibitor relations

head, left here for Boston over the

weekend.
•

Jack Shields of the Capitol The-
atre, Ansonia, Conn., is recuperating
from auto accident injuries.

Watertown Meet Is

Now Set for Jan. 14
Albany, N. Y., Jan. 6.—The post-

poned reorganization luncheon-meet-
ing of the Albany Theatre Owners of

America for the Northern district will

be held at the Woodruff Hotel in

Watertown, Jan. 14, with Gael Sulli-

van, executive director of the national

TOA, as principal speaker, it was dis-

closed here at the weekend. Sullivan

was scheduled to address a meeting
there Dec. 18, which had to be can-
celled because of a 24-inch snowstorm.

Several of the temporary directors,

including Harry Lamont and Jules
Perlmutter, and executive director-

counsel Lewis A. Sumberg, will ac-

company Sullivan to Watertown. Don
Gilson, Canton-Massena-Alexandria
Bay exhibitor, will preside. A record-
ing of the talk which S. H. Fabian,
chairman of the executive committee
of TOA, delivered on arbitration and
industry problems at the Albany meet-
ing last month is to be played back.

Several Circuits in

'Poison* Bookings
Several major circuits in the county

have joined the mid-January cross-
country saturation premiere for "An-
other Man's Poison," the Bette Davis-
Gary Merrill feature, William J.
Heineman, United Artists distribution
vice president, has announced.

Included are Warner's, United Pa-
ramount, Fox West Coast, Fox Mid-
west, Loew's, RKO, Famous Players,
Kerasote's, Westland, Fabian, Cumer-
ford, Wometco, and others.

answer the House Un-American com-
mittee's questions, late afternoon
newspapers today reported the Cole
and Trumbo settlements were the first

in a series covering suits on file by
other members of the "Unfriendly
Ten," and that four major studios had
contributed varying amounts to a gen-
eral $107,000 pool for the purpose of
financing the settlements.

Officials of the studios named
f M-G-M, Warner Brothers, Univer-
sal-International and Columbia), As-
sociation of Motion Picture Producers
and "Unfriendly Ten" attorney Robert
Kenny, withheld comment on the pub-
lished stories.

Y" FRANK FREEMAN, Para-
I • mount vice-president and studio

head, will arrive here from Hollywood
Thursday for conferences with home
office executives.

•

Harold Wirthwein, Monogram-
Allied Artists Western sales manager,
left Hollywood yesterday to confer

with exchange managers at Western
and Mid-West branches.

•

Joseph A. Walsh, head of branch
operations for Paramount, left Los
Angeles over the weekend for Seattle.

He will leave there on Wednesday for

Portland, Ore.
•

James Reynard has been named
manager of Shea's Teck Theatre in

Buffalo.

All 205 MOT Films
To Embassy Houses
Norman Elson, president of Guild

Enterprises, Inc., owners of the Em-
bassy newsreel theatres, has completed
a deal with Phil Williams, theatrical

sales manager of the March of Time,
for the entire 205 issues of the March
of Time's "History-in-the-Making
Series." The original Embassy-MOT
deal, announced on Oct. 17, called for

the first 75 issues.

The new deal means that the Em-
bassy theatres will be playing the
MOT films on a twice-a-week change
for over two years.

U-Fs *Bend* Premiere
In Oregon Jan, 23

Universal-International's "Bend of

the River," with color by Technicolor,
starring James Stewart, Arthur Ken-
nedy, Julia Adams and Rock Hudson,
will have its world premiere at the
Broadway Theatre in Portland, Ore.
on Wednesday, Jan. 23, climaxing a
three-day celebration marking the
opening of Oregon's "Covered Wagon
Centennial."

The premiere, at which Governor
Douglas McKay of Oregon will be
host, will launch more than 100 pre-

release dates in the territories of Port-
land, Seattle, San Francisco and Salt

Lake City.

Senator Kefauver
At IDA Meet

U. S. Senator Estes Kefauver will

be the principal speaker, and Richard
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II

will be guests of honor at a B'nai
B'rith Cinema Lodge meeting on be-
half of the Joint Defense Appeal on
Thursday, Jan. 10, in the Hotel Plaza,
it was announced by Harry Brandt,
chairman of the event, and Kitty Car-
lisle, co-chairman. Also a group of
outstanding personalities including
Robert Vogeler ; Dr. William Jansen,
Superintendent of New York City
Schools ; Ezio Pinza ; Monte Irvin of
the New York Giants, sportscaster
Mel Allen and radio commentator Ben
Grauer, will participate in the dra-
matic presentation, "Our Children's
Tomorrow."

Newsreel

Parade
nf^HE various football Bowl games
» highlight the current newsreels.

Other items include the four released

fliers, plane crashes and human inter-

est stories. Complete contents follow:

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 3—Cardinal
Spellman in Korea. Four U. S. flers freed.

Clielsea Arts ball in London. Salamanca
plane crash. Sports: Rose Bowl, Cotton
Bowl, Sugar Bowl.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 237—Sports:
games in the Rose Bowl, Sugar Bowl and
Orange Bowl. Lybia hails independence.
Holiday air tragedy. Ransomed U. S. air-

men.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 40-^Football
welcomes the New Year: A description oi

the games in the Orange Bowl, Sugar
Bowl, Cotton Bowl and Rose Bowl.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 1-B—Korea
report. Dean Acheson sees fateful new
year. U. S. airmen freed. Defense produc-
tion. North Atlantic gales. Mine-sweeping.
Football: Sugar Bowl.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 5Z2-Highlights
from the world of sports: Games in the
Rose Bowl, Cotton Bowl, Sugar Bowl and
Orange Bowl.

WARNER PATHE NEWS. No. 4Z-Foot-
ball highlights: Bowl games. Four freed

U. S. fliers tell story. Lost plane found
in Salamanca. Fire in London worst since

the blitz.

Sacher, Former '306*

Lawyer, Is Disbarred
Federal Judge Carroll C. Hincks

approved here at the weekend the dis-

barment from federal practice in this

district of Harry Sacher, former coun-

sel to New York lATSE Projection-

ists Local No. 306, the punishment to

be efifective as soon as two local bar
groups submit the papers for the

jurist's signature.

Reds' Defense Lawyer

Judge Hincks found that Sacher
when serving as a defense lawyer in

the trial of 11 top Communist leaders

in Federal Court in 1949 "disregarded
numerous warnings of the court con-
cerning wilful delaying tactics and
persisted in making long and repeti-

tious arguments and protests."

See Agreement Today
On W-K Option
Hollywood, Jan. 6.—;It is now ex-

pected that negotiators representing

Jerry Wald and Norman Krasna and
RKO Pictures in their discussions

concerning extension of the option for

W-K will come up with a final agree-
ment today. The first year's option
expired at midnight last Monday, but
expectations are that an extension will

be agreed upon.

Wile Assumes New
Ohio ITO Post
Columbus, Ohio, Jan. 6—Robert

Wile, former Universal Pictures pub-
licist, assumes his new post tomorrow
as executive secretary of the Inde-
pendent Theatre Owners of Ohio, with
headquarters here.

Wile succeeds the late P. J. (Pete)
Wood who held the post for 27 years
prior to his death last spring.
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DECISION BEFORE DAWN Anatole litvak, the m<m who gave you the

SNAKE PIT," has another masterpiece currently v\^inning the critics' pkiudits. Gary Merrill,

Richard Basehart, and new-comers Oskar Werner and Hildegarde Neff lead the vy-ay in a film

that is on everyone's "Ten Best" list... A "must" for every showman.

JAPANESE WAR BRIDE" out of the present Korean conflict comes a most

unusual love story of mixed marriage. Introducing Japan's top feminine star "Yamaguchi," plus

Don Taylor, Marie Windsor and Cameron Mitchell in a startling motion picture.

THE MODEL AND THE MARRIAGE BROKER" The warm,
human story of the unsung matchmakers who give Cupid a little push in the right direction.

A Jeanne Crain picture perfectly embellished by the exciting performances of Thelma

Ritter, Scott Brady, Frank Fontaine and Zero Mostel.

PHONE CALL FROM A STRANGER in the tradition of a letter

TO THREE WIVES" and "ALL ABOUT EVE" comes a dramatic triumph which lashes out at the

"Double Standard" of marriage. Great performances by Bette Davis, Gary Merrill, Keenan

Wynn, Michael Rennie and the positively sizzling Shelley Winters.

'RED SKIES OF MONTANA'^ The first story of the courageous "Smoke

Jumpers" . . . Technicolor flashing across the screen with the most spectacular action sequences

ever filmed. Richard Widmark heads a cast of rough, tough guys in a picture that combines

power, drama, and all the excitement of the Great American Northwest.

PIVE FINGERS'' The true, shocking revelations of the highest paid spy in history

whose unbelievable exploits stunned the world. James Mason, Dannielle Darrieux and

Michael Rennie head the cast of Joseph Mankiewicz's tingler filmed in Ankara and Istanbul.

RETURN OF THE TEXAN The adventurous story of a man who came home

to the land that bred him and the woman who loved him. Vividly set in America's new
great Southwest and dramatically portrayed by Dale Robertson, Joanne Dru and Walter

^rennan.

ZAPATA!" Another off-the-beaten-path dramatic achievement utilizing

the collective talents of 20th Century-Fox's "Greats". John Steinbeck wrote it. Darryl

Zanuck produced it. Elia Kazan directed it. Marlon Brando stars in it. "Thof" should give

the theatre-going public an idea of what's in store for them.



liflTH SIX MONTHS OF Ti

mPLETED IN^USTC

WITH A SONG IN MY HEART' The long awaited Jane Froman story

brought to the screen as a brilliant Technicolor musical-drama. Susan Hayward, David

Wayne, Thelma Ritter and Rory Calhoun head a sparkling cast in a film that is destined to be

among the very best in 1952.

PRIDE OF ST. LOUIS" Presenting Dan Daiiey as he romps through the

ever-loving Dizzy Dean story. A natural for the entire family (for exploitation too, as the

release date coincides with the beginning of the baseball season). Joanne Dru co-stars

in this great picture about a great guy.

ROSE OF CIMARRON " Jack Beutel in his first film since "THE OUTLAW" plus

Mala Powers (of "CYRANO") in an exciting outdoor adventure spectacle filmed in brilliant

Natural Color.

BELLES ON THEIR TOES The dehghtful Gilbreth family of "CHEAPER BY

THE DOZEN" is at it again in a great big bouncy Technicolor film headed by Jeanne

Crain, Myrno Loy, Debra Paget and Jeffrey Hunter. Just the most wonderful kind of

family entertainment anyone could hope for.

^DOWN AMONG THE SHELTERING PALMS's.uth Pacific

splendor and good old-fashioned fun in this Technicolor musical featuring Mitzi Gaynor,

David Wayne, Jane Greer, William Lundigan and Gloria DeHaven. A lot of singing . . .

dancing . . . laughing . . . and box-office!

THE OUTCASTS OF POKER FLAT' Bret Harte's classic story now
unfolded on the screen color by Technicolor with an impressive cast headed by Anne Baxter,

Dale Robertson, Miriam Hopkins, Barbara Bates and Cameron Mitchell. Top dramatic fare.

^^KANGAROOf A roaring Technicolor adventure filmed entirely in Australia.

Maureen O'Hara, Peter Lawford, Richard Boone and Finlay Currie . . . plus stampedes,

aborigines, wild animals and blazing brush fires. Excitement all the way through and

thoroughly promoted by equally exciting exploitation.

^'WE'RE NOT MARRIED''- What happens when people suddenly find

that they are not legally married. A group of unusual dramatic and hilarious situations

breothtokingly performed by Ginger Rogers, David Wayne, Fred Allen, Marilyn Monroe,

Paul Douglas and Jan Sterling.
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Merchandising Clinic Will

Spark 20th-Fox Meet

Spyros Skouras Al I-ichtman Charles Einfeld

William Gehring Arthur Silverstone Edwin Aaron

{Continued from page 1)

Star Tours
{Continued from page 1)

utive board when it meets here

Feb. 14-15 to name new officers.

After receiving- from Jilayer an out-

line of COjMPO plans for the coming
year the MPAA board instructed the

Association's advertising-p u b 1 i c i t y
committee to study and report on the

projected new "Movietime" newspaper
advertishig campaign, in addition to

voting financial support of the forth-

coming star tours.

The advertising-publicity committee,

which is under the chairmanship of

Charles Simonelli of Universal-Inter-

national, is expected to recommend to

the board the extent to which the

distribution companies should under-

write the second newspaper advertis-

ing campaign. The first one, conduct-

ed last year, cost the distributors

$600,000. The new campaign is ex-

pected to differ from the first one in

that the companies will rotate copy,

advertising their own attractions only,

but incorporating an industry message
at the same time.

Plans for the new star tours
call for a stagger system run-
ning over several weeks rather
than attempt to compress the
tours into one week as was
done last year.

Ned E. Depinet, president of COM-
PO and president of RKO Pictures

;

Spyros P. Skouras, 20th Century-Fox
president, and Barney Balaban, presi-

dent of Paramount Pictures, were
present at Friday's meeting as were
a large number of other distribution

executives and the directors of the
advertising-publicity departments of

jMPAA-member companies.
Depinet, as well as Mayer, was re-

minded at the meeting that his con-
tinuance in his COMPO post will be
expected by the industry. Both re-

minded the meeting that they have
indicated they wish to let others take
over the posts. The subject was not
pursued further.

Grainger-Shea
{Continued from page 1)

over the duties of general manager of

the Shea circuit, in addition to his

duties as president, and that Raymond
Smith will continue in charge of film

buying and labor relations for the
company, while Carroll Lawler will

continue to head the Shea booking de-
partment.
Meanwhile, a hearing is scheduled

for Wednesday in Bronx Surrogate's
court on a motion for an accounting
of the administration of the M. A.
Shea estate by Grainger and E. C.
Raftery, executors and trustees. An-
other hearing is scheduled for Thurs-
day in New York Supreme Court on
Grainger's motion to compel arbitra-

tion of contractual disagreements
which are said to have led to termina-
tion of his services with Shea Enter-
prises.

Hug^hes Appeal
{Continued from page 1)

years. T. A. Slack is slated to argue
the case for Hughes, while Phillip
Marcus of the Justice Department,
will defend the lower court order.
The court has limited the total argu-
ment to one hour.
The high court tomorrow may also

announce whether it will review lower
court decisions in the Dipson and
Milwaukee Towne cases.

Gehring, assistant general sales man-
ager; Arthur Silverstone, Eastern
sales manager and Edwin W. Aaron,
Western sales manager.

Participating in all discussions will

be president Spyros P. Skouras, while
advertising plans for the 1952 year
will be detailed by vice-president

Charles Einfeld.

The meeting will open this morning
with welcoming addresses by Licht-
man and Skouras. The afternoon will

be devoted to organizational plans and
general sales discussions bearing on
an end-of-the-year round-up for 1951,

plus releasing plans for the new year.

At the close of the afternoon meeting,
the delegates will see Darryl F. Za-
nuck's production of "Viva Zapata!"

Tomorrow, the men will meet to
open the merchandising clinic during
which facts, figures and statistics

gathered from the company's domestic
branches will be presented for dis-

cussion and analysis. Each division
and branch manager will present ter-

ritorial needs and problems in order to
clarify the requirements of exhibitors
and the public in each of the com-
pany's exchange areas. This discus-
sion will continue throughout Tues-
day, with a screening of "Red Skies
of Montana" scheduled for the end of
the day.

Wednesday will find the delegates
continuing their branch-by-branch an-
alysis, with participation by all dele-
gates in outlining policies of their
areas and ways and means of accom-
plishing mutual business objectives.
"With A Song in My Heart" will

be screened at the close of the day's
session.

Thursday's meeting will be devoted
to individual sales plans as outlined
by Gehring, Silverstone and Aaron, in
addition to the detailing of short sub-

.

jects policy by Peter Levathes, short
subjects sales manager, and branch
operations plans by Clarence Hill, su-
pervisor of exchanges.
On Friday morning, the session will

be wholly devoted to advertising, pub-
licity and exploitation plans, presented
by Einfeld and his department heads.
The final sessions of the meeting in

the afternoon will begin with a sum-
mation by Lichtman, following which
a key address by Skouras will close
the meeting.

Home office executives, in addition

to those mentioned, participating ac-
tively in the meeting will be Frank
Carroll, Jack Bloom, Morris Caplan,
Harry Mersay, Lem Jones, Roger
Ferri, Larry Ayers and Blackmer
Johnson.

From the advertising, publicity and
exploitation departments there will be
Alec Moss, Rodney Bush, Stirling
Silliphant, Abe Goodman and Vic
Sedlow.

During the sessions, executive vice-
president W. C. Michel, vice-president
Joseph M. Moskowitz, general counsel
Otto Koegel, treasurer and secretary
Donald Henderson, and comptroller
W. Eadie will join in on special
phases of the discussions.

Murray Silverstone, president of the
company's International Corporation,
will head a group in attendance which
will include Emanuel Silverstone, Al-
bert Cornfield, Edward Cohen, Ed-
ward Ugast and Leslie Whelan.

Buy Two Brandt Houses
Berk and Krumgold, theatre real-

tors, have closed for the sale of two
Harry Brandt theatres in New York
to Samuel Freedman. The houses are
the 1,600 Palestine and the 800-seat
Charles Theatre.

Adolph Zukor
{Continued from page 1)

improvement should not continue
while good pictures are being made.
He warned, how:ever, against any
slackening off in the application of
showmanship and hard work.
The competition which television

poses for the motion picture industry
demands from Hollywood and theatre-
men an attitude of hard work, Ztdcor
reminded. Any "lying down" in the
face of this competition is "unwhole-
some and unrealistic," he said.

Zukor could not resist the tempta-
tion to express his enthusiasm for
Cecil B. DeMille's new production
for Paramount, "The Greatest Show
on Earth," which will open Thurs-
day at Radio City Music Hall. "Pic-
tures like that," he said with feeling,

"have no competition."

The Paramount board chairman,
who "feels as good as at any time in

the last 15 years," entered show busi-

ness in 1902 when "the flickers" had
barely captured the public fancy. He
still reports for work every business

day, although, he pointed out, in re-

cent years his contributions to com-
pany effort have been primarily in the

form of advice and judgment. He
said he derived deep satisfaction and
enjoyment from his association "with
the rest of Paramount's executives."

Industry Leaders
{Continued from page 1)

Labor Maurice J. Tobin, Leonard
Goldenson, president of United Para-
mount Theatres ; Ned Depinet, presi-

dent of RKO Pictures; Marc Wolf,
International chief barker of Variety
Clubs ; George Eby, treasurer of Vari-
ety ; Si Fabian, president of Fabian
Theatres ; Fred Schwartz, president of

Century Theatres, New York; Her-
man Levy, general counsel of Allied

States ;
Harry Feinstein, New Eng-

land general manager of Warner
theatres ; Norman Ayers, Northeast-
ern division manager of Warner Pic-

tures, and others.

3 Detroit Trucking
Firms in Merger

Detroit, Jan. 6.— Cinema Service
and its affiliated State Trucking Co.
have merged with Theatre Trucking
Service, Inc. and will operate here
under the name of the latter.

President of the organization will

be Dale Patrick, who headed Theatre
Trucking, while G. E. Leveque, oper-

ator of the Cinema Service for 35

years, will be vice-president. Lewis
Rosen, an accountant, will be secre-

tary-treasurer. Skyrocketing costs was
the main reason for the merger. Ac-
cording to Patrick, the merger will

enable them to continue operations at

lower rates with the savings passed
on to exhibitors.

Wallis Gets Rights
To 'Botts' Stories
Hall Wallis has acquired the rights

to 80 "Alexander Botts' stories" from
author William Hazlett Upson, with
the intention of using them as source
material for pictures to star Dean
Martin and Jerry Lewis.
The stories," which have been run-

ning regularly in the Saturday Eve-
ning Post since 1927, will be adapted
by Richard Weil. The first screenplay
is being prepared for a start early in

the spring.
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Kramer Insists on

Open Television

Clause for Players

Hollywood, Jan. 6.—No players

whose contracts with their employing
studios contain non-television clauses

are used in films produced by Stanley

Kramer, as a matter of longstanding

policy, it was learned here. The policy

came to light, for a second time, when
Kramer cancelled an engagement for

MGM contractee Kurt Kasnar to play

the role in "Happy Time" which he

had played in the stage version, after

learning that the actor's contract con-

tained a non-television clause. Kramer
previously had cancelled an MGM
contractee Arlene Dahl engagement
for "Cyrano de Bergerac" for the same
reason.

Although Kramer declined to dis-

cuss the matter formally, it is under-
stood his policy rests on the reasoning
that independent producers furnishing

pictures to distributing companies
should not needlessly restrict such pic-

tures with respect to their possible

future usefulness in any field. The
policy, originally instituted during
Kramer's releasing deal with United
Artists, remains in effect although his

present distributor, Columbia, has a
non-television clause in its player
contracts.

MGM's TV Policy
(Continued from page 1)

refusing to sell films to television.

Similar positions were announced
last week by 20th Century-Fox, RKO
Pictures and Universal-International.

On the question of Skiatron's bid

for product for its projected test of its

subscription television system in New
York City, a spokesman for Columbia
Pictures said his company was still

studying the request. Other companies
which said they were considering the
bid are United Artists and RKO Pic-
tures, while Paramount has announced
its intentions of oflfering product. Both
20th-Fox and Universal-International
have indicated that they will turn
down Skiatron's bid as they rejected
the request of Phonevision last year.

The M-G-M spokesman said he could
not comment on the Skiatron bid be-
cause it had not come to his attention
as yet.

Rose Bowl Telecast
(Continued from page 1)

of Roses was picked up ofif the air by
Orpheum's TV system and thrown on
the screen.

When last-minute complications de-
veloped over the stand of the Pacific

Coast Conference, Coast NBC officials

got in touch with NBC executives in

New York, where TNT had secured
the network's cooperation. Whether
NBC-TV was finally able to over-
ride the objections of Conference offi-

cials at the last minute is still not
known. Another question left begging
is whether the Tournament committee
will accept the usual percentage of
the Orpheum's gross. Meanwhile,
however, there has been no known ac
tion either by NBC-TV, the Confer
ence or the Rose Bowl committee
against the Orpheum Theatre.

Verne Novel to Disney
Walt Disney has acquired from Sid

Rogell the film rights to Jules Verne's
"Twenty Thousand Leagues Under
The Sea," Disney disclosed here.

Reviews
''Japanese War Bride'
(Joseph Bernhard—20//^ Century-Fox)

ACCORDING to statistics there have been some 12,000 marriages of

"G. I.'s" to_ Japanese girls. In his latest production, Joseph Bernhard
throws a dramatic spotlight on one such marriage, exploring its beginnings,
development and complications. It is the type of theme that should draw
patrons out of the home and it also lends itself to good exploitation application.

The film introduces to American audiences one of Japan's leading actresses,

Shirley Yamaguchi. Aliss Yamaguchi is a doll-like young lady who speaks
in charmingly-accented English and gives a sensitive performance.
The screenplay, by Catherine Turney, is as topical as the morning newspaper.

It begins with the fighting in Korea where Don Taylor, an American lieu-

tenant, is wounded. Miss Yamaguchi, a Red Cross nurse, tends to him and
presently they fall in love. They get married and go to the United States

to live. It is here that the real conflicts, in the form of racial prejudice, arise.

Taylor's family doesn't completely accept the Oriental wife. Trouble is also

instigated by a former girl friend, Marie Windsor, now married to Taylor's
brother, Cameron Mitchell.

Prejudice reaches a point where it is no longer tolerable to Miss Yamaguchi
and she runs off with her new-born child. Taylor goes into pursuit, finds her,

and the story ends with the promise of the marriage starting out again on
firmer ground.
Miss Turner's screenplay could stand greater mobility in the earlier phases.

Direction by King Vidor is adequate.

Running time, 91 minutes. General audience classification. January release..

Mandel Herbstman

''Wonder Boy''
(Snader Productions')

A PLEASANT though sudsy British importation is offered in Snader
Productions' "Wonder Boy." Bobby Henrey, who will be remembered

here for his performance in "The Fallen Idol," plays the title role. The pic-

ture very likely will appeal to "art" house fans.

Henrey plays the part of a successful young pianist. The only other

member of the cast who might be considered a known personality to American
audiences is Oscar Werner, currently being seen in "Decision Before Dawn."
Gene Markey wrote the screenplay, which is a blend of comedy, drama, sus-

pense and music (Mozart's "B-Flat Concerto" and Schubert's "Wanderer
Symphony").
Convinced that "a bold deed" is necessary to keep Henrey from becoming

the legal ward of his greedy concert manager, Muriel Aked, the boy's gov-
erness, contacts a small-time Salzburg crook, Werner, who arranges to hide

the boy until Miss Aked can secure legal control. The plan backfires when
Werner and his cronies realize they have a gold mine in the young celebrity

and decide to hold him for ranson.

In the meantime, the boy finds being kidnapped a very pleasant rest and
the companionship of one of the band, an American, Robert Shackleton, the
first real friendship of his life. Softening under the trust of the boy and the
love of Werner's sister, Christa Winter, the American snatches the boy away
from the would-be abductors and delivers him safely back to the governess
and his concert manager, with the latter promising the boy a more enlightened
management.
Running time, 86 minutes. General audience classification. December re-

lease.

The Bushwackers
(Broder-RcaJart)

VIOLENT ACTION is the dominating impression of this Jack Broder
Western. Independence, Missouri after the Civil War, provides the locale,

while the plot is built on attempts of ruthless, crippled Lon Chaney, and his

daughter, Myrna Dell, to drive away homesteaders.

John Ireland, a former Confederate soldier who had hoped never again to

fire a gun in anger, and a newspaper editor, Frank Marlowe, and his daughter,
Dorothy Malone, lead the difficult fight on behalf of the settlers. In the end
Chaney dies, his daughter is killed, and his band is slain or captured. In the

process the editor also looses his life. The ex-soldier is almost killed and the

settlers have many uneasy moments fearing—until they organize for defense

—

that they will also be murdered one by one.

Larry Finley produced. Production values are adequate for a picture of
this type. The cast in addition to those named include Wayne Morris, as a
town marshall, and Lawrence Tierney, as a gang leader.

Running time, 70 minutes. General audience classification.

A. T. & T. Notes Rise
Of Theatre Video
The rise of theatre television de-

mands was noted in a year-end pro-

gress report made by H. I. Romnes,
director of operations for the Ameri-
can Telephone and Telegraph Co.,

disclosed here.

Since the first commercial theatre

television service was furnished by the

Bell System on June 15, 1948, the re-

port stated, 33 theatres in 17 cities

have received service.

ECA Will Have Its
Headquarters Here
Washington, Jan. 6.—The Eco-

nomic Cooperation Administration's
information

_
media guaranty section,

which has issued numerous guaranty
contracts with film companies, will
move to New York at the end of the
month. It will have headquarters in
offices of the New Mutual Security
Agency at Two Park Avenue. MSA
took over all ECA functions as of
Dec. 29.

Hoff Sets TESMA
Program for 1952

Omaha, Jan. 6.— J. Robert
Hoff, general manager of Bal-
lantyne Co., equipment manu-
facturers for sound and pro-

jection, speaking as president
of the Theatre Equipment
Supply Manufacturers Asso-
ciation, has set a program for
TESMA for the new year, as
follows:
"In 1952 I hope to steer us

safely through a combined
trade show with TOA or Al-
lied (negotiations are in the
active stage with both organ-
izations) a substantial mem-
bership increase, improved
service to the membership in
all matters of business and
government, a place alongside
all other major branches of
the industry in COMPO and
last, but most important, to
secure every recognition for
TESMA through an active,
aggressive public relations
program."

E. Allied Meet
(Continued from page 1)

and discrimination in film rentals for
pictures."

Referring to the authorization given
to him at a meeting here last month,
to confer with distributors in an ef-

fort to alleviate these problems in this

terirtory, the association's president
added : "This mission has been con-
cluded. The report is ready."

Vital Information

An organization bulletin to mem-
bers stressed that "only those attend-

ing the meeting in person will secure
this information, which is most vital

to the operation of your business."

Reintroduce Drive-in Bill
Boston, Jan. 6.—A bill to prohibit

the building of drive-in theatres near

schools, hospitals and churches, within

a specified distance, has been intro-

duced to the 1952 session of the Mas-
sachusetts state legislature, according

to the legislature's bulletin of the

committee work of business, which
also showed the same bill had been
killed last year. It is sponsored by
Representative John J. Beadesx of this

city.

Every woman who ever

flirted will go...

1/ LIPPERT!
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Allied Rejects

PCCITO Bid

On Arbitration

Group's Blueprint to Go
To Companies for Action

Washington, Jan. 7. — Abram
F. iMyers, Allied States Association

general counsel and board chair-

man, today poured cold water on

the suggestion of Rotus Harvey, pres-

ident of the Pacific Coast Conference

of Independent Theatre Owners, that

a congress of theatre associations be

held in New York next montli to dis-

cuss an industry arbitration system.

Asked about Harvey's pro-

posal, Myers said he thought
that if the Allied board ap-

proved the pending Allied arbi-

tration plan, it would decide to

send it on to the distributors

directly. This has been AUied's

intention all along.

"If the distributors don't want arbi-

(Continued on page 3)

ajors Must
Pay $941,574

In Towne Case

4 Republic Sales

Meetings Are Set

By /. R. Grainger

A series of four RepubHc regional

sales meetings was annotuiced here

yesterday by James R. Grainger, Re-

pubHc executive and sales vice-presi-

dent.

Republic president Herbert J. Yates

will address each of the sessions. Dis-

cussions will highlight key company
product now in release and scheduled

(Continued on page 2)

Washington, Jan. 7.—The U. S.

Supreme Court today refused to up-
set the Seventh Circuit Court of

Appeals decision in the Milwaukee
Towne case, in which the independent
won $941,574 for damages.

The high court turned down both
the appeal by the ^Milwaukee Towne
Theatre and also the cross-appeal by
the distributors. It gave no reason for

its action, merely noting in a long list

of orders its decision not to hear either

appeal.

There was no action today on the
Dipson Theatres appeal, which is also

pending. The court will announce
further orders ne.xt Monday, and the
Dipson case may be acted on then.

The decision not to accept either ap-

peal in the Towne case means that the
order of the Circuit Court will be-

(Continued on page 3)

TNTMulls Theatre

Telecast Jan. 24 of

Robinson TitleBout

Exclusive theatre telecasting of the

Sugar Ray Robinson-Carl (Bobo) 01-

sen middleweight championship bout,

to be held in San Francisco's Civic

Auditorium on Jan. 24, is being con-
sidered by Theatre Network Televi-

sion.

Nate Halpern, TNT president, is

now consulting with exhibitors, it was
learned here yesterday, and is ex-
pected to announce shortly whether the

deal will be consummated.
With about 60 theatres now equipped

(Continued on page 3)

B'way Pace Lively
As Holiday Leaves

Business at New York first-run the-

atres this week struck a lively pace,

with New Year's holiday grosses be-
ing reflected in the reports of many
Broadwav houses.

A solid $127,000 was forecast for

(Continued on page 6)

Wald-Krasna, RKO
Agree on Extension
Hollywood, Jan. /.—Wald-Krasna

Productions and RKO Pictures today

finalized extension of their production-

distribution contract for one year,

Howard Hughes announced here to-

day.

Under tlie new arrangement, ettec-

tive for a year from this date. Wald
becomes executive producer of the

(Continued on page 3)

TV Has Put Theatres in
'Show Business^: DeMille
The competition of television has served to put the motion picture

theatre in "show business" for the first time in its entire career^ Cecil

B. De]\Iille declared here yesterday.

In New York from Hollywood for the opening at Radio City Music
Hall on Thurs-
day of his Par-

NYC Admission Tax
Proposed by Mayor
A New York City admis-

sion tax, designed to raise

$12,000,000 annually, is among
21 new tax proposals on a list

drawn up by Mayor Vincent
Impellitteri and disclosed to

the State Chamber of Com-
merce here yesterday. The
city already possesses the au-
thority to levy the admission
tax.

Also included in the May-
or's list was an increased

gross receipts tax, estimated
to produce $60,000,000, largely

for wage increases for city

employees.

amount produc
t i o n , ''The
Greatest Show
on Earth," De-
Mille observed
that since tele-

vision has taken
li o 1 d in the

homes "people

don't come to

theatres for

warmth or pop-

c o r n or for

something to do
—they come for

the show."

DeMille, who considers the future
of the motion picture business to be
"brighter than in a long time," raised
no objection when Jerome Pickman
Paramount advertising-publicity vice-

(Continued on page 3)

Ce<-il B. DeMille

20th Pledges

3-Way Mutual

Sales Policy
Lichtman Sets Plans at
Opening Session of Meet

A triple program aimed at assur-
ing the continued success of 20tli

Century-Fox's operations as well as
that of the nation's theatres was dis-
closed by Al Lichtman, director of
20th-Fox distribution, yesterday at the
opening session of the company's an-
nual sales convention here.

The program, he said, will rest on
these premises : (1) The ability of the
production organization to produce the
highest quality pictures at costs com-
mensurate with the current market,
(2) a top-notch distribution effort by
every mem.Ler of the sales force to
ensure widest circulation of the com-
pany's films through a sales policy
calling for fair and square dealing on
all sides, and, (3) an equal advertis-
ing, publicity and exploitation effort

(Continued on page 3)

20th-Fox Promotes

Gehring, Aaron
And Silverstone

Twentieth Century-Fox has pro-

moted ^^'illiam C. Gehring from as-

sistant general sales manager to execu-

tive assistant sales manager, and Ed-
win W. Aaron and Arthur Silverstone

from Southern-Western and Eastern
sales managers, respectively, to assist-

ant general sales managers, Al Licht-

man, director of distribution, an-

(Continued on page 3)

SOO at 'Jimmy Fund'
Banquet in Boston
Boston^ Jan. 7.—Over 600 industry

leaders, government officials and base-

ball executives attended the Citation

Banquet here at the Hotel Statler this

evening in conjunction with the dedi-

cation of the "Jimmy Fund" Building

of the Children's Cancer Research
Foundation. The speakers were

:

Austen Lake, representing the press

(Continued on page 6)

1952
will be the year of
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TV, Radio '51

Income Passed

Half-a-Billion

Personal Mention

Washington. Tan. 7. — Com-
bined AM, FAI and broadcast

revenue passed the half-billion mark
tor the first time in 1950, reaching

$550,400,000, 22 per cent above 1949.

Expenses rose also but not as fast,

and the result was a combined indus-

try profit of $59,000,000 in 1950, better

than double the 1949 figure of $27,-

400,000.

Exactly half of the 106 tele-

vision stations reporting to the

Federal Communications com-
mission had profitable opera-

tions in 1950, the FCC said in

releasing final profit and loss

statistics for AM, FM and TV
broadcasting operations in 1950.

The median income before Federal

income tax of the 53 profitable sta-

tions was $129,200, ranging between

$150,000 for stations in inter-connected

communities and $58,300 for stations

in non-inter-connected communities.

For the losing stations, the median
loss was $88,300, ranging from $78,690

in inter-connected communities to

$116,700 in others.

Based on the operations of 93 non-

network-owned stations, the average

expenses of a station in 1950 amounted
to $533,574, of which 40 per cent went
for program expense.

Average per station investment in

tangible broadcast property was $481,-

250, and ranged from an average of

$165,999 for stations in markets under

100,000 population, to $752,852 for

stations in markets over 1,000,000 pop-

ulation.

For standard broadcasting, only 25

per cent of total stations reporting

showed an operating loss, and the

great bulk of these were stations that

came into being after the start of

World War II.

The four TV networks reported

total revenues of $55,500,000 in 1950,

as against $19,300,000 for 1949, but

total operating expenses were even

greater and a $10,000,000 loss resulted.

In 1949, the loss was $12,100,000.

For the television industry as a

^ whole, 1950 revenues amounted to

$105,900,000, more than triple 1949's

$34,300,000. Expenses were $115,100,-

000, compared with $59,600,000 a year

earlier. As a result, the TV industry

losses in 1950 were only $9,200,000,

agaist $25,300,000 in 1949.

John Tondra, 45
Veteran Camerman
W.xsm.vGTOx, Jan. 7.—Juhn A.

Tondra, for more than 25 years a

cameraman for l~ox .Movietone News,
died here Saturday. He was 45.

Tondra worked for Fox in New
York and Chicago before coming to

Washington 15 years ago. He was
president of the White House Photog-
raphers Association last year. He re-

cently joined the new United Press-

Movietone Television News service.

The widow survives.

GAEL SULLIVAN, executive di-

rector of the Theatre Owners of

America, will return to New York
today from Boston.

•

Annette Umansky, secretary of

the Alotion Picture Theatre Owners
of Washington, is engaged to Carl
Allen Moffitt, also of Washington.

•

John P. Byrne, M-G-M Eastern
sales manager, is in Buffalo this week
from New York to confer with resi-

dent manager Jack Mundstuk.

ELLIS G. ARNALL, president of

the Society of Independent Motion
Picture Producers, will arrive here
from Atlanta on Jan. 15.

•

Hugh Owen, Paramount Eastern
and Southern division manager, re-

turned to New York yesterday from
a vacation in California.

•

Dorothy Conner, executive secre-
tary at the 20th Century-Fox home
office, was married Sunday to J.
Harold Rosenblatt of Baltimore.

Hear Arguments on
Hughes's RKO Stock
Washington, Jan. 7.—Under lively

questioning from the bench, attorneys

for the government and Howard
Hughes today beat out before the Su-
preme Court the government's motion
to force Hughes to sell his trusteed

RKO Theatres stock by Feb. 20, 1953.

The hour of argument centered upon
interpretation of the section in the

RKO consent decree which says that

Hughes must either sell his stock in

one of the two new RKO companies
or turn it over to a trustee appointed

by the court. Following the decree,

Hughes elected to turn his RKO The-
atres stock over to a trustee. His at-

torney, Thomas Slack, argued before

the court that by so doing Hughes has

fulfilled his obligation under the lan-

guage of the consent decree.

Philip Marcus, attorney for the

Justice Department, maintained that

the aim of the New York Statutory
Court, and of the consent decree, was
total divorcement of production from
distribution and exhibition. He told

the Supreme Court that as long as

Hughes receives the dividends from
the theatre stock, even though he
doesn't vote the stock, the intent of

the Statutory Court is not being
carried out.

Republic Meetings
(Continued from page 1)

for the early part of the year, includ-

ing "The Wild Blue Yonder," "Lady
Possessed," "Hoodlum Empire," and
John Ford's color by Technicolor pro-
duction, "The Quiet Man."
The first session- will be held at the

company's Hollywood studios on
Wednesday and Thursday. Pacific

Coast district manager Francis Bate-
man will head a group of branch man-
agers who will attend, including Jack
Dowd, George Mitchell, Jack C. Par-
tin, Paul McElhinney, Thomas Mc-
Mahon, and Gene Gerbase.

Tlie .second meeting is scheduled for the
Blackstone Hotel in Chicag^o on Jan. 14-15,

and will be attended by Midwest district
Manager A. H. Fischer; Richard G. Yates,
executive assistant to Grainger; and a
group of managers including Sam Seplowin,
Hen Elrod, George H. Kirby, Bernard Bra-
ger, J. G. Frackman, T- E. Loeffler, Robert
Withers, Harry Lefholtz. Paul Webster,
and Nat E. Steinberg.
The third session is scheduled to be held

at the home office in New York on Jan,
16-17, with Southern district manager Wal-
ter L. Titus, Jr.; New York district man-
ager James V. O'Gara; New England dis-
trict manager John P. Curtin; and Richard
Yates heading a group which includes Jake
Flax, I. T. .Sweeney, Frank Dcrvin, Arthur
Newman, Norman .Silverman. William

Services Today for
Harry Lubliner, 72

Chicago, Jan. 7.—Services will be
held here tomorrow at West Wald-
heim Cemetery for Harry M. Lub-
liner, 72, pioneer exhibitor who died
suddenly in Miami Beach Saturday
evening. Lubliner, owner of the Four
Star Theatre here and one of the orig-

inal partners in the Clark theatre, was
formerly president of the old Lubliner
and Trinz Theatre Circuit which at

one time operated 25 theatres in

Chicago.

He entered the theatre business in

Milwaukee where he and his partners
ran that city's first motion picture
theatre and came to Chicago in 1917
to establish his business here.

He is survived by the widow Bee,
two sons Robert and Howard, who op-
erate the Four Star and are associated
with Samuel and Edward Trinz in the
ownership and operation of the Clark
Theatre, and two daughters, Muriel
Winter of Milwaukee, and Gladys
Rubin of Miami Beach.

Jack Barnstyn Services
Services were held at Ferncliff

Cemetery here Sunday for Jack
Barnstyn, pioneer film exporter, who
died in New York on Friday at the

age of 69. For most of his years in the

industry Barnstyn was head of British

and Continental Trading Co., which
he initiated in the early '20's. He had
been inactive in the industry during
the past few years and was last asso-

ciated with the Cinema Export Corp.

Frances Kellor Dies
Funeral services were held at the

Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church
here yesterday for Frances Kellor, 78,

first vice-president of the American
Arbitration Association, who died last

Friday at her New York home.

Luncheon for Zukor
Adolph Zukor, Paramount board

chairman, yesterday was given a lun-
cheon in honor of his 79th birthday
by Barney Balaban, company presi-

dent.

Murphy, Leon Herman, Jules Living-ston,
and I. H. Pollard.
The fourth session will be held at the

Jung Hotel in New Orleans on Jan. 21-22,
and will be attended by Titus, Richard
Yates, and the following branch managers:
E, H. Brauer, J. H. Dillon, W V. Seicsh-
naydre, Harold Laird, Nat Wyse, John J.
ffoulihan, and David Hunt.

Reverse Ruling on
Film Transportation

Salt Lake City, Jan. 7.—The
Interstate Commerce Com-
mission has exclusive juris-
diction over the transporta-
tion of films in Utah, the 10th
Circuit Court of Appeals in
Denver ruled. The ruling re-
versed an earlier decision by
U.S. District Judge Willis
Writter who held that the
jurisdiction rested with the
Utah Public Service Commis-
sion. Wycoff Co., Inc. which
transports films in Utah,
Idaho and Montana filed the
original action against Utah,
the P.S.C. claiming all of the
company's transportation of
films was in interstate com-
merce.

Columbia Meeting
Today in Capital
Columbia will start today the second

of a series of sales meetings of home
office executives, division and branch
managers at the Statler Hotel in
Washmgton. The meetings will run
for two days. Attending from the
home office will be general sales man-
ager A. Montague, assistant sales
manager Rube Jackter ; circuit sales
executive Louis Astor, and George
Josephs, assistant to Montague. Pre-
sent from the field will be mid-East-
ern division manager Sam Galanty;
Washington branch manager Ben
Caplon

; Cleveland manager Oscar
Ruby

; Cincinnati manager Phil Fox
;

and Pittsburgh manager Jack Judd.
Meetings will be held later this

month in Chicago and New York.

NEW YORK THEATRES
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3-Way Mutual Sales Policy

(Continued from page 1)

Arbitration
(Continued from page 1)

tration, that will be the end of it," said

Myers. "If they want it, I suppose
they would summon a general indus-

try conference. I certainly don't think

it's for Theatre Owners of America
or Allied or any other exhibitor group
to call such a meeting."
Spokesmen for TOA and the Inde-

pendent Theatre Owners Association

of New York immediately reacted with
favor when Harvey suggested recently

that an exhibitor congress on arbitra-

tion be held at the time of the Council

of Motion Picture Organizations board
meeting in New York on Feb. 14-15.

TOA has prepared its own blueprint

for a system of arbitration.

Asked whether this might not kill

all arbitration possibilities, due to dis-

tributor opposition to arbitrating such

issues, Myers said he "would hope
not, but that's up to the distributors.

Allied certainly does not plan to arbi-

trate only the issues the distributors

want arbitrated."

He pointed out that the Allied con-

vention's arbitration resolution specif-

ically listed competitive bidding as one
of the items to be included in the ar-

bitration plan.

Robinson Bout
(Continued from page 1)

with large screen television systems,

the possibility looms that the bout

may enlist the largest number of the-

atres forming a TV network. The
previous Robinson bout versus Tur-
pin proved to be an outstanding at-

traction.

Kramer*s Attackers
Sued for a Million
Hollywood, Jan. 7. — Stanley

Kramer today filed a $1,000,000 dam-
age suit in Superior Court here

against the Wage Earners Committee
of the U.S.A., president Norman S.

Smith and other officers and 100 John
Does, which organization has been
picketing Warner's Beverly Hills

Theatre, where Kramer's "Death of a

Salesman" is running, since Dec. 20.

Kramer exhibited to a news confer-

ence, at which he announced the suit,

a printed circular signed by the Wage
Earners Committee containing the al-

legation that Kramer is "notorious for

his Red-slanted, Red-starred films."

\ SPECIAL /
\ TRAILERS /

CHICAGO, ! 327 S.Wobosh NEW YORK. 630 Nmlh jt^v

MITCHELL MAY, Jr.

CO., INC.

INSURANCE
•

Specializing

in requirements of the

Motion Picture Industry

75 Maiden Lane, New York

3720 W. 6th St., Los Angeles

aiding exhibitors to reach a maximum
audience for every picture with the

highest returns.

"This effort," Lichtman said, "must
embrace the highest imagination and
ingenuity in the licensing and exploi-

tation of our pictures in every com-
munity of the world."
The first convention session opened

with an invocation by W. C. Gehring,
executive assistant sales manager. Fol-
lowing welcoming addresses by Licht-

man, Spyros P. Skouras, company
president, and Murray Silverstone,

20th-Fox International head. Open
discussion in the form of a merchan-
dising clinic was led by Lichtman,
Gehring and assistant sales manager
Edwin W. Aaron and Arthur Silver-

stone.

In addition to the above, on the

dais were W. C. Michel, Charles Ein-

feld, Donald Henderson and W. J.

Eadie.

The delegates also witnessed a

screening of John Steinbeck's "Viva
Zapata !" produced by Darryl F.

Zanuck.
"It must be understood," Lichtman

told the assembled sales delegates,

"that no second-class effort will ac-

complish this result, just as no second-

class effort was able to produce the

kind of pictures that you will have the

privilege to distribute this coming
year."

Gehring, Silverstone
(Continued from page 1)

nounced yesterday at the company's
sales conference here.

In his new post, Gehring will con-

tinue to assist Lichtman in all mat-
ters pertaining to the operation of

the distribution department. Hereafter,

Aaron will be responsible for the de-

tailed operation of all sales through-
out the Lf. S., while Silverstone will

supervise all circuit and key city sales

as well as the Canadian branches.
Glenn Norris, who has been Wash-

ington branch manager, has been pro-
moted to division manager of a newly-
constituted Atlantic division, consist-

ing of Washington, Pittsburgh and
Philadelphia. E. X. Callahan will re-

sume his duties as New England divi-

sion manager supervising the Boston
and New Haven exchanges.

Joseph Rosen, who was branch man-
ager for Cincinnati, has been trans-

ferred to head the Washington office,

while Robert McNabb, formerly sales

manager in Cincinnati, has been pro-
moted to the branch managership of

that exchange. Marvin Doris, former-
ly salesman in Atlanta, will manage
the new Jacksonville exchange.

Wald-Krasna, RKO
(Continued from page 1)

W-K unit, with Krasna, who formerly
shared this responsibility, slated to

write and direct two top-bracket fea-

tures for the unit during this period.

Previous contract terms under which
Hughes had approval of stories,

scripts and casting continue in effect.

Four properties, which, with one
picture now shooting and one in edit-

ing stage, will bring the year's total

to six, have been approved. As before,

Bankers Trust and RKO will finance

the productions, and W-K will own
50 per cent interest in the pictures

produced, including residual rights.

"The biggest 1951 event from a dis-

tribution standpoint," Lichtman con-
tinued "w-as that we had the honor to
distribute the outstanding box-office
picture of the year—'David and Bath-
sheba.' From the time of its release
four months ago we have grossed $4,-

000,000 in film rentals with this great
picture."

"The most outstanding accomplish-
ment, however, was performed by our
studio in that they produced the maxi-
mum number of pictures that is pos-
sible to produce at our studio based
upon its capacity. They actually pro-
duced 36 pictures during the calendar
year," he said.

Lichtman then discussed the eco-
nomic picture hailing the company's
consistent efforts to bring costs down
despite the increasing figures for pro-
duction, advertising, legal expenses,
print costs, and operation of the com-
pany's branches and home office.

He cited the studio's cost reduction
program which was accomplished de-
spite heavy competition in the buying
of stories and talent, increased costs
for materials, and maintaining a con-
stant stream of films of the highest
quality in a tremendously competitive
market.
He reemphasized the problems of

approachment divorcement which will
take place during the second half of
the 3'ear.

Cecil B. DeMille
(Continued from page 1)

president, said during a press inter-
view for the producer that the com-
pany confidently expects "The Great-
est Show on Earth" to out-gross De
Mille's "Samson and Delilah."
DeMille said "Samson" has grossed

$12,000,000 to date and probably will
increase this to $17,500,000 in two
years when liquidation of the picture
is about completed. "The Greatest
Show," he said, cost approximately
$3,900,000 to produce. Print and ad-
vertising-publicity costs will be extra.
The producer, who, at the age of 70

has 70 productions to his credit, now
is "flirting" with the idea of bringing
the story of Helen of Troy and the
Trojan Wars to the screen.

Majors Must Pay
(Continued from page 1)

come final. Under that order Mil-
waukee Towne gets $941,574 in dam-
ages, plus $75,000 in attorneys' fees,

plus court costs. The Circuit Court's
injunction also becomes final, but this
injunction is minus a key ban on
cross-licensing which had been or-
dered by the District Court.
The Towne case hinged on an al-

leged conspiracy to monopolize first-

run features in Milwaukee. The in-

dependant exhibitor sued Loew's,
Paramount, RKO Radio, 20th-Fox,
Columbia and three Warner distribut-

ing companies, claiming it had been
denied first-run product.

Confer on Recruiting
Tentative plans for industry cooper-

ation with the Department of De-
fense in promoting recruitment of wo-
men for the Armed Forces were dis-

cussed here yesterday at a meeting in

the CO^IPO offices of the Council of

Motion Picture Organizations.

National

Pre-Selling
INTENSIVE fashion pre-selling for

for 20th Century-Fox's "The Mo-
del and the Alarriage Broker" is un-
derway to coincide with the opening
of the picture at the Roxy Theatre
on Jan-. 11. Last week, a preview of

the picture served to kick-off the pre-

selling campaign, with 150 of the na-

tion's fashion experts and reporters as

guests of the party-promotion at the

home office. Next Sunday's New
York Times will carry extensive ad-
vertising of film-inspired fashions

from Russeks in New York, which
will be followed in other cities. Tele-

vision mistresses-of-ceremony have
been wearing these fashions on their

programs, and the audiences of six

important television shows have seen

Russeks' models displaying the gowns.
•

Cameron Shipp is well on the way
to being the film industry's favorite
interviewer and writer, following
his Lana Turner story in Woman's
Home Companion, with an equally
honest and interesting story of
Mario Lanza in the January Red-
book. Such articles make friends
for movie stars and for film the-
atres on Main Street. Not quite so
flattering is the feature in the Jan-
uary Cosmopolitan, entitled "Lover
Boy," by George Frazier, which is

underlined as "What is true and
what is wild rumor about Errol
Flynn, Hollywood's most intriguing
and troublesome legend."

•

A mercliandising clinic designed to

explore a full range of techniques in

the pre-selling of motion pictures to

the public at large highlights the an-
nual 2Qth Century-Fox sales conven-
tion in session this week at the home
office. During the five-day meeting a
schedule of subjects, based on the
knowledge and experience of attend-
ing executives and field men, will be
given full and detailed discussion in

order to implement plans for the up-
coming program of outstanding films.

. . Thursday evening, as part of the

convention activity, 200 out-of-town
and New York fashion reporters, syn-
dictate zmters and celebrities will

gather at the home office to vdtness
a preview of "With A Song in My
Heart" and a shozving of dresses and
suits inspired by the film. Jane Froh-
man, zvhose career-to-date is portrayed
in the musical biography, zvill be
guest of honor. Cocktails and dinner
will be served, follozved by the screen-
ing of the picture in the 20th Century-
Fox Little Theatre.

•

The current Look magazine devotes
a two-page spread to "Movies' 20 Top
Ticket Sellers," based on Motion Pic-
ture Herald's box-office poll. The fol-

lowing issue of Look, dated Jan. 29,

will contain a two-page spread on the
underwater fight sequence in "Distant
Drums" between Gary Cooper and
Larr}' Carper.

•

Jane Russell and Janet Leigh are
nearly tied, as top stars, publicity-
wise, on national magazine covers.
Miss Russell received a total of 14
magazine covers alone and three
additional with Robert Mitchum.
Miss Leigh received 1.5 covers alone
and one with Tony Martin.

Walter Brooks
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It's January's

PICTURE OF

THE MONTH...

choice film

fare for

teens everywhere!

MGM's

WESTWARD

THE

WOMEN

Honored by the

magazine Young

America chooses

movies from,

it's a film

that's sure for

S. R. 0. business!

seventeen
THE ENItRFAINMENT

MAGAZINE FOR YOUNG

WOMEN. IN THEIR TEENS

Review
''Phone Call from a Stranger
{20th Century-Fox)

A DRAMA of luiman relations and complications is given some interesting
^ turns in "Phone Call from a Stranger." It is rather engrossing enter-
tainment although at times a slowness of pace weakens it. As for the marquee,
there are arresting boxoffice names. Among them are Bette Davis, Shelley
Winters, Gary Merrill, A'lichael Rennie, and Keenan Wynn.
The nature of the story makes the appearance of the stars comparatively

brief, with the exception of Merrill. The screenplay by Nunnally Johnson
uses the device of placing a set of personalities on a trans-continental plane
and exploring hidden factors in their lives. Prominence is focused on four
people. They are Merrill who is running away from his wife of 12 years
after learning about "another man"

; Miss Winters, a flashy Broadway hoofer
who is returning to the husband she fled from because of mother-in-law
difliculties

;
Rennie, a guilt-ridden man who is tormented by the fact that he

allowed his blame for an automobile accident to fall on one of the casualties
;

and Keenan Wynn, a loud, practical joker of a salesman.

Midway through the flight, the plane crashes killing all but Merrill. He
feels duty-bound to visit the closest of kin of the three casualties. In each

visit he does a noble thing and also learns a little more about life. His final

visit is to W^ynn's wife. Miss Davis, and he is alarmed to discover she is a
bed-ridden cripple quite at variance with the flashy, bathing-suit photo he

had seen of her. Miss Davis tells her little tale of woe and then proceeds to

help Merrill in his own troubles. A long-distance phone call ensues and
Merrill is on his way to a happy reunion with his wife, Helen Westcott, and
their children. Johnson also produced and Jean Negulesco directed.

Running time, 96 minutes. Adult audience classification. For February
release. Mandel Herbstman

N. Y. First-runs
{Continued from page 1)

the fifth and final week of "I'll See

You m My Dreams" at the Radio City

Music Hall, where the film grossed

$725,000 for its total engagement com-
l)ared to the $719,000 grossed for the

same holiday period last year. On
Thursday, "The Greatest Show on
Earth" will bow at the Hall, in addi-

tion to a new stage show, replacing

the annual Christmas revue.

Also doing well is "Double Dyna-
mite" at the Paramount where a nice

$75,000 is estimated for the second
week. "Scandal Sheet" is slated to

bow in at the Paramount Jan. 16.

Holding up excellently at the Astor
is "Quo X'audis" where $39,000 is seen

for the ninth week, seven of which
were on a two-a-day, policy. Another
outstanding holdover is "Detective
Story" at the Mayfair which expects

to hit $28,500 for the ninth inning.

At the Victoria, a healthy $28,000
is forecast for the third week of

"Death of A Salesman," while a good
$25,500 is seen for the second week
of "My Favorite Spy" at the Globe.

"I Want You" at the Criterion is

expected to do a nice $28,000 for its

third week and a fair-to-good $52,000
is forecast for the final eight days of

"Elopement" at the Roxy, featuring
its regular stage show. "The Model
and the Alarriage Broker" will have
its premiere their Friday, following
the three-week run of "Elopement."
At the Capitol, "Westward the

Women" is expected to rack up a
satisfactory $45,000 for its initial

week, while "Decision Before Dawn"
at the Rivoli is estimated to register

a fair $24,000 for its second stanza.

At Loew's State, "The Wide Blue
N'ondcr" is estimated to gross a fair

$20,000 for its opening week. A very
good $.35,000 is seen for "Distant
Drums" at Warners.

"'I'ales of Hoffmann," now in its sec-
ond week on a continuous run policy

at the Sutton, is doiny loii business.
.'\ gross of $13,000 is seen for tlie sec-

ond inning. At the Park Avenue,
"Tom Brown's School Days'' bowed
in yesterday, replacing "The Clouded
Yellow" which did a fine $7,300 for

its final ninth week. Holding up ex-
cellently is "The Lavender Hill Mob"

'Jimmy Fund'
{Continued from page 1)

of New England; J. Wells Farley,

president of the Children's Medical
Center

;
Brig. General Elbert De-

coursey, Armed Forces Institute of

Pathology ; Horace C. Stoneham,
Ijresident of the New York Giants

;

Richard Walsh, president, Interna-

tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage
Employees ; Honorable Daniel Brun-
ton, Mayor of Springfield and presi-

dent of the Massachusetts Mayors'
Association ; Walter F. O'Malley,
president of the Brooklyn Dodgers

;

Leonard Goldenson, president of

United Paramount Theatres ; Branch
Rickey, vice-president and general

manager of the Pittsburgh Pirates

;

Honorable John B. Hynes, Mayor of

Boston ; Robert R. M. Carpenter,

president of the Philadelphia Pliillies;

Marc Wolf, international chief barker,

Variety Clubs; Sidney Farber, M. D.,

scientific director. Children's Cancer
Research Foundation.

Jimmy Fund' Building Dedicated

Boston, Jan. 7.—The $1,500,000

"Jimmy Fund" building of the Chil-

dren's Cancer Research Foundation
was formally dedicated today with ex-
ercises held in the auditorium df the

building.

A highlight of the occasion was the

message of Archbishop Richard J.

Gushing, head of the Catholic Arch-
diocese of Boston.

AFM Studio Talks Set
Hollywood studio executives and an

American Federation of Musicians
committee headed by James C. Pe-
trillo, AFM president, will meet in

Miami next week, beginning possibly
Jan. 15, "to either extend the present
AF"M ])act with the studios or write
a new (jne," a spokesman for Petrillo's

office said here yesterday.

at the Fine Arts Theatre where a big
$11,000 is forecast for the 11th inning.

"Cry, The Beloved Country" will
have Its American premiere at the
two-a-day Bijou on Jan. 23, replacing
the return engagement of "Henry V,"
which IS expected to rack up a nice
$5,500 for its third week.

Well said, SEVENTEEN

—and well deserved!

If ever a film rated

your raves, it's this

stirring story of a

perilous journey.

WESTWARD

THE

WOMEN

starring

Robert Taylor

and

Denise Darcel

THEATER OPERATORS:

A movie that gets

SEVENTEEN's applause

gets teen attendance-

are you set for crowds?

AN

MGM

PICTURE

Produced by Dore Schary

Directed by William Wellman

Screen Play by Charles Schnee

Story by Frank Capra
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20th -Fox Sets

A Full Year's

Film Lineup
Credit Production Pace

At Studio for Line-up

Twentieth Century-Fox's com-

plete 1952 release schedule of 36

features was disclosed here yester-

day at the company's sales conven-

tion by Al Lichtman, distribution di-

rector.

This is the first time in the

company's history that a whole

year's line - up has been en-

visioned so long in advance, it

was stated. Credit for the

readiness of the line-up was
attributed to the highly-geared

production pace at 20th - Fox
studios, with more than three-

quarters of its production sche-

dule for 1952 already completed
or shooting

The line-up will have more than

one-third of its roster in color, and

films will be delivered months in ad-

{Continued on page 4)

N. E. Allied Forms

Trade Practice

Inquiry Committee

Boston, Jan. 8.—At a special board

meeting today of the New England
Allied unit, Independent Exhibitors,

Inc., a film committee was appointed

by Norman Glassman, president, to

screen New England exhibitors trade

practice complaints and problems and
to act for these exhibitors in meetings

with distributors on a local level.

Should this committee fail to reach

a solution on a local level with ex-

change managers the committee will

(Continued on page 2)

Theatre Is Focal

Point of Compo's

New 'P.R.' Plans

A prospectus of a Council of Motion
Picture Organizations program cover-
ing practically every facet of industry
public -relations was released here yes-

terday by Arthur L. Mayer, COMPO
executive vice-president. A switch of

emphasis from Hollywood to the local

theatre is the overriding theme of the

program.
Mayer announced at the same time

that Charles Simonelli of Universal-
International, chairman of the Motion
Picture Association of America's ad-
vertising-publicity committee, will

convene the MPAA group here on
Friday to smooth the way for a co-

operative newspaper advertising pro-

(Continited on page 4)

UA FUTURE BRIGHT,
KRIM INDICATES
Lober in Month Will

Become Picker Aide

Newsreel Shipments

To Brazil Halted

American newsreels have halted

shipments to Brazil in consequence of

application of a decree requiring im-
porters of newsreel and documentary
films to export 10 per cent of the

same type of films made in Brazil.

The decree, which had been in ex-
istence for some time, was not put

into force until last Friday. The Mo-
tion Picture Association of America
has protested to the U. S. State De-

(Continued on page 2)

Louis Lober, United Artists Conti-

nental European manager, will be
named assistant to .A.rnold Picker, for-

eign distribution vice-president, in

about a month when he will come to

New York from Paris to assume the

new post, it is understood.
Lober will be succeeded as Conti-

nental manager by Charles Smadja,
European sales manager.
Both at present make their head-

(Continued on page 6)

Slate Para. Sales

Meet Jan. 14-16

The first 1952 meeting of Para-
mount's divisional sales managers will

be held next week, from Monday
through Wednesday, A. W. Schwal-
berg, president of Paramount Film
Distributing Corp., announced here
yesterday.

Among the pictures to be analyzed
are Cecil B. DeMille's "The Greatest
Show on Earth," Hal Wallis' "Sailor
Beware," Nat Holt's "Flaming Fea-

{Continued on page 2)

Johnston to Concentrate
On Domestic Problems
Eric Johnston, Motion Picture Association of America president, con-

firmed yesterday that urgent matters pertaining to domestic operations

of the industry will force him to postpone or cut short the visits to

foreign markets he had projected sometime previous.

Gallo Heads SMPE
Membership Group

Ray Gallo, equipment advertising

manager of Quigley Publications, has

been appointed general chairman of

the national membership and subcrip-

tion committee of the Society of Mo-
tion Picture and Television Engineers.

He will act in a supervisory capac-

ity as a director of promotion cam-
paigns and program planning for new
membership, as well as the Society's

{Continued on page 2)

Lippert Exclusively

In Distribution Now
Hollywood, Jan. 8. — Robert L.

Lippert will engage henceforth ex-

clusively in distribution, under the

banner of Lippert Pictures, Inc., and
will dissolve Lippert Productions, his

producing organization, Lippert told

Motion Picture Daily today. He
will also discontinue financing inde-

pendent productions for Lippert dis-

tribution, which he has engaged in

recently.

Lippert, who stopped producing his

own pictures several months ago when
{Continued on page 4)

A m o n

!

the

top level mat
ters requiring
his presence at

home, Johnston
said, are the
pending indus-

try hearings be-

fore the Feder-
al Communica-
tions Commis-
sion for the al-

location of tele-

vision channels
to theatres and
others in the in-

dustry, and
meetings with

company presidents on Hollywood
problems and policies. He stated, how-

(Contiiiued on page 4)

Eric Johnston

'Well Set' for Products-
Increasing Profit Is

Foreseen During 1952

A large measure of credit for the

"substantial" profit achieved by
United Artists last year, which will

give the company management the

right to acquire ownership of 50 per

cent of the outstanding stock, was con-

ceded yesterday by Arthur B. Krim,
president, and William J. Heineman,
distribution vice-president, to "the

large number of important exhibitors

who had foregone their immediate
interests for the good health of the

company."

Krim, in confirming recent
published reports that UA
ended 1951 in the black, said
transfer to the Krim-Robert
Benjamin-Matthew Fox group
of stock ownership will require
some 45 days, the time it will

take Price, Waterhouse and Co.,

to complete the audit of the
books covering 1951 operations.
It was the first year that UA
showed a profit since 1946.

The UA president reported that the
company is "well set up" for product
for 1952, and is well advanced in ne-
gotiations for pictures for 1953, "and
the future generally." He predicted
that the company will be "increasingly
healthy" from a financial standpoint
in 1952.

Despite the "generous predictions"
in the press of a 1951 profit, Krim

{Continued on page 6)

$315,000 to U.A.
Of Towne Damages
One-third, or approximately

$315,000, of the $941,574 which
major distributors must pay
in damages to the Milwaukee
Towne Theatre in conse-
quence of the latter's anti-

trust action, will go to United
Artists which holds a minor-
ity stock interest in the
Towne, it was learned here
yesterday. UA was not a
party to the suit and will
share in the damages only as
a holder of stock in the house.
The U. S. Supreme Court

on Monday refused to upset
the Seventh Circuit Court of
Appeals decision in the Towne
case, in which the independent
won the damages.
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3 Producers Groups

Join in Support

Of Kramer's Suit

Personal Mention

Hoi-LvwooD. Jan. 8.—Stanley Kra-
mer's stand against Wage Earners

Committee, which lias been picketing

his "Death of A Salesman" since Dec.

20. and which he sued Monday for

$1,000,000, took on industry-wide pro-

portions today as three producer as-

sociations issued statements pledging

support.

Speaking for AAIPP, board chair-

man Y. Frank Freeman said, "we are

pleased to learn that Kramer has seen

fit to bring this group into court so

that its charges against him may be

tested before legal tribunal. His ac-

tion in doing so has our complete sup-

port."

SIMPP Ofifers Aid

The Society of Independent Motion
Picture Producers today threw its

strength behind Stanley Kramer in

his suit by declaring in a statement,

"We commend to the fullest Kramer's
action. Such irresponsible pressure

groups have brought great harm to the

motion picture industry, an industry

which actually should be praised for

its long and successful fight against

Communists who attempted to infiltrate

and control its product. We urge all

branches of the industry to get behind
Kramer in this fight. We are offering

legal talent and other facilities of

SIMPP to him." The statement is

signed by Ellis Arnall, president, and
Gunther R. Lessing, chairman of the

board.
Independent Motion Picture Pro-

ducers Association president I. E.

Chadwick added that organization's

support, declaring, "We congratulate

you on the first courageous stand in

our industry against slanderous at-

tacks by pressure groups, and pledge

you our full support in your fight.

Our group will give you every possible

assistance in your determined defense
against this irresponsible group."

Gallo Heads Group
{Continued from page 1)

journal subscription drives, assisted

by a Coast-to-coast network of volun-
teers from various manufacturing
plants, studios and television stations

;

as well as regular section chairmen of

the Society, who operate with com-
plete stafifs on the Atlantic Coast,

Central West Coast and Xorthwest.
Frank Cahill, head of Warner The-

atres sound department, was elected

financial vice-president, chief execu-
tive of all promotion expenditures
Collaborating with Cahill and Gallo

will be Beatrice Conlon, membershij)
secretary, at the home office here.

DAVID A. LIPTON, Universal

Pictures vice-president in charge

of ad-publicity, will arrive here from
Hollywood tomorrow.

•

Sam Zimbalist, producer, will ar-

rive here from the Coast tomorrow
and will sail for Paris on the He de

France Saturday.

Charles McLeary, manager of the

Parkway Theatre, Baltimore, is re-

covering at St. Joseph's Hospital

there following stomach surgery.
•

Don Steinkamp of the French
Lick Amusement Co., French Lick,

Ind., is back at his desk after being

sick during the holidays.

Joseph J. Deitch of Florida State

Theatres, is in New York to confer

w'ith United Paramount Theatres ex-

ecutives.
•

Alfred Hitchcock and his wife are

in New York from Hollywood.

I OSEPH H. MOSKOWITZ, 20th
^ Century-Fox vice-president and

Eastern studio representative, arrived

in Los Angeles yesterday from New
York for conferences with Darryl F.

Zanuck.
•

Harry B. French, president of

Minnesota Amusement Co., and
George Shepherd, manager of Maco's
concessions division, left here last night

for Minneapolis following a two-day
conference with United Paramount
Theatres officials.

•

Stirling Silliphant, 20th Cen-
tury-Fox Eastern publicity manager,
returned here yesterday from San
Francisco and Washington, D. C.

•

David T. Katz, newly appointed

executive director of the Roxy The-
atre here, will meet press representa-

tives in his office tomorrow.
•

Arthur W. Kelly has arrived in

Paris from New York and goes to

London tomorrow.

Smith Is Acquiring

10 in New England

Boston, Jan. 8.—Philip Smith,
president of the Smith Management
Co. of Boston, discloses that negotia-

tions for the acquisition of the Giles

Theatre Circuit of 10 New England
houses will be completed in two weeks.
Samuel Seletsky will be associated

with Smith in an executive capacity

as head motion picture buyer and
booker, effective immediately. Selet-

sky was formerly with B. & Q. The-
atres, Boston, in a similar capacity,

and with Republic Pictures as New
Haven branch manager.
The Giles circuit comprises the

following theatres ; In Massachusetts,
Boston, Uptown ; Framingham, St.

George and Gormans
;

Gardner,
Orpheum and Uptown

;
Norwood,

Norwood and Guild ; New Hamp-
shire, Laconia ; the Garden and
Colonial.

Mother of John Gardner
Albany, N. Y., Jan. 8.—Funeral

services w'ere held in Schenectady at

the weekend for Mrs. Bertha Brainard
Gardner, widow of an Albany exhibi-

tor in the nickelodeon days and mother
of John W. Gardner, owner-operator
of the Colony Theatre, Schenectady.
.She had been ill since last summer.

Film Dividends for
11 Months Are Off
Washington, Jan. 8.—Film indus-

try publicly-reported cash dividends in

November were $588,000, against

$726,000 in Nov., 1950, the commerce
department reported. A lower report
from Columbia accounted for the
drop. Total for the first 11 months of

1951 was $28,109,000, against $30,-

463,000 in the like 1950 period. How-
ever, the 1951 figures are tentative

and may be revised upward later.

Warner Names Twig
Boston, Jan. 8.—Warner Brothers

has aijpointed William Twig to assist-

ant branch manager at the Boston ex-
change, under George W. Lloran,

manager, fie was formerly a salesman
in the Buffalo office and succeeds
Clayton Eastman who was promoted
to branch manager in the latter city.

Eastman in turn succeeded Matthew
Sullivan, resigned.

Studio Sales Meets

Set for Monogram

Hollywood, Jan. 8.—Monogram
president Steve Broidy today an-

nounced sales conferences for the

company's top executives at the studio

beginning Jan. 19. Morey R. Gold-

stein, vice-president, and general sales

manager, will leave New York Jan.

18 by plane, heading a sales group
which will confer with Broidy,

Harold Mirisch, G. Ralph Branton,

on sales policies for 1952.

Newsreels Shipments
{Continued from page 1)

partment which, in Washington and
through the Rio de Janeiro Embassy,

is studying the situation for possible

violations of existing trade agree-

ments.
It was also disclosed that Brazil

has issued another film decree, as yet

not enforced, which would require

theatres there to play one week of

native product for every eight weeks

of playing time accorded foreign pro-

duct. Nearly 90 per cent of films

used by Brazilian theatres is Ameri-
can. Industry observers believe that

enforcement of the decree would re-

sult in the closing of every theatre

in Brazil.

Eric Johnston, MPAA president,

said yesterday it might be necessary

for him to make a quick trip to Brazil

to attempt to settle the problems cre-

ated by both decrees.

Para. Sales Meet
{Continued from page 1)

ther," George Stevens' "Something to

Live For," Perlberg-Seaton's "Aaron
Slick from Punkin Crick" and Leo
McCarey's "My Son, John."

Division managers who will attend

the sessions include Duke Clark, J. J.

Donohue, Howard Minsky, Hugh
Owen, George A. Smith, and Gordon

Newsreel

Parade
HURCHILL'S arrival here andW Eiscnhoiver's "hat-in-the-ring" are

current nezusreel highlights. Other
items include the Enterprise sea strug-

gle and sports. Complete contents

follozv:

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 4-ChurchiIl
nrrives to talk with Truman. Heroic cap-
tain stays with his ship. Sen. Lodge puts
Eisenhower's hat in the ring. Atom test.

AustraHa wins Davis Cup. Aqua artistry

in Florida.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 238—Saga of

the Enterprise. Churchill sees President
Truman. First official films of atom test.

D-wight Eisenhower in the Presidential race.

Davis Cup tennis. Aquatic thriller.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 41—Men in

the news: Churchill and Eisenhower. Reb-
els beaten in Indo-China. Enterprise
guarded by skipper. Trootis in atom test.

Trotting races in Canada. Sunshine regatta
in Miami.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 24—Churchill
arrives. Enterprise skipper stays put. Eis-

enhower marks SHAPE'S birthday, throws
hat in the P'residential ring. Sports
flashes: night skiing at Bear Mountain,
N. Y.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. S24—Saga of

Captain Carlsen. Winston Churchill visits

President Truman. War in Indo-China.
Dwight Eisenhower to accept nomination.
Official films of atomic test.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No.
Churchill in the U. S. Sen. Lodge and Eis-
enhower acceptance. Troops in atom test.

Enterprise in sea struggle. Eisenhower re-

views first year of SHAPE. AustraUa takes
Davis Cup.

N. E. Allied Forms
{Continued from page 1)

act in conjunction with a National Al-
lied film committee in New York,
headed by Wilbur Snaper.

The board reaffirmed a convention

resolution supporting national Allied

in its arbitration plans and will be
represented at the national Allied

board meeting in Washington Feb. 5'

and 6 by Nathan Yamins who is on
the national arbitration committee.
A nominating committee was ap-

pointed today to bring in a slate of

officers for 1952. The committee fol-

lows : W. L. Bendslev (chairman),
Daniel Murphy, Frank Perry, Leon-
ard Goldberg, Walter Mitchell. An-
nual meeting of the group here was
set for Feb. 12.

Gulf States ATO
To Meet Jan. 21
New Orleans, Jan. 8.—A two-day

meeting has been called by Abe
Berenson, president of Allied Theatre
Owners of Gulf States, for Jan. 21-22

to discuss problems now facing exhib-

itors. The meeting will be held in the

Roosevelt Hotel here.

Lightstone, Canadian general man-
ager.

Home office executives who will be

present are headed by Barney Bala-

ban, Adolph Zukor, Paul Raibourn,

E. K. O'Shea, Jerry Pickman, Oscar
Morgan, Sid Blumenstock, Robert J.

Rubin, Monroe R. Goodman, Al Kane,

and Henry Randel.
Also, department heads Fred Leroy,

Arthur Dunne, Martin Friedman,

Harold Beecroft, and George Schur.
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M-G-M LEADS THE INDUSTRY

!

The First Reports Are In!

Variety, Showmen's Trade Review, M. P. Herald, M. P. Daily,

announce ''Top Hits of 1951" as voted by exhibitors. M-G-M
leads with not just one top hit, but with xnore top money
hits than any other company* Watch for more trade paper

annual reports. Prediction: a landslide for M-G-M, as usual!
*In Variety, M-G-M has 8 out of the first 20; next company 2. In Showmen's Trade Review Annual, M-G-M has

the 2 top pictures and 4 out of first 10, which is twice any other company. In M.P. Herald, M-G-M has 4 out of f

the 7 top-grossing pictures, nearest company 1. In M.P. Daily, out of the 7 listed M-G-M has 4, nearest company 1.

FORECAST:

M-G-M AGAIN IN '52!

The M-G-M Studio has never in its history had a more

powerful array of product than right now. To mention

just a few: "THE WILD NORTH" (Ansco color),

"LONE STAR", and the following in Technicolor—
"IVANHOE", "SINGIN' IN THE RAIN", "THE
MERRY WIDOW", "SCARAMOUCHE", "SKIRTS

AHOY!", "LOVELY TO LOOK AT" and many more.

And of course. The Great "QUO VADIS", the box-

office giant of all time !

* -

Please! Ill all in'-a'sfa/ycr ads: "The Armed
Forces Need Your Blood— Gh'e Todav!"

First M-G-M Trade Shows
of the New Year!

FEB. 12th (^priSn")

THE BELLE OF
NEW YORK"

Gay TECHNICOLOR Musical

in the M-G-M manner

JAN. 21st

"INVITATION"
The Story of A Borrowed Love
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Skouras Calls '52

A 'Fateful' Year
The year 1952 was char-

acterized as a "fateful" one

bv Spvros P. Skouras, presi-

dent of 20th Century-Fox, in

an address to delegates at-

tending the current com-
pany's sales convention here.

He feels that 1952 imposes
the need "for good business

judgment, statesmanship, su-

perior showmanship, alert dis-

tribution techniques, and
modern advertising methods."

20th-Fox Releases
(Continued from, page 1)

vance, allowing maximum pre-selling,

it was emphasized.

The complete schedule follows

:

Janl'ary: "Decision Before Dawn," pro-

duced by Anatole Litvak and Frank
McCarthy, directed by Litvak, featuring

Richard Basehart. Gary Merrill, Oskar Wer-
ner, and Hildegarde NefT; "Japanese War
Bride," Joseph Bernhard production, star-

ring Shirley Yamaguchi and Don Taylor;

"The ilodel and the Marriage Broker,"

Teanne Grain, Thelma Ritter and Scott

IJrady, produced by Charles Brackett, di-

rected by George Cukor.
Febrl-arv: "David and Bathsheba," a

Darryl F. Zanuck production, directed by

Henry King in color by Technicolor, Greg-

ory Peck and Susan Hayward; "Phone Call

from A Stranger," produced by Nunnally
Johnson, Shelley Winters, Gary Merrill,

Michael Rcnnie and Bette Davis, directed

by Jean Ncgulesco; "Red Skies of Mon-
tana." Technicolor, Richard Widmark, Con-

Stance Smith, and Jeffrey Hunter, produced

by Samuel G. Engel, directed by Joseph
Newman.

itARCH: "5 Fingers," produced by Otto

Lang, directed by Joseph L, ilankiewicz.

starring Tames Mason, Danielle Darrieux,

Michael Rennie; "Return of the Texan,"
Dale Robertson and Joanne Dru, directed by
Delmar Daves, produced by Frank Rosen-

berg; "Viva Zapata!", Zanuck production,

directed by Eli Kazan, starring Marlon
Brando and Jean Peters.

.'\pril: "With A Song in My Heart," in

Technicolor, starring Susan Hayward, Rory
Calhoun, David Wayne, Thelma Ritter, pro-

duced by Lamar Trotti, directed by Walter
Lang; "Pride of St. Louis," produced by
Jules Schermer, starring Dan Dailey and
Joanne Dru, under Harmon Jones' direc-

tion; "Rose of Cimarron," Edward L. Al-

person production, in Natural Color, directed

by Harry Keller, starring Jack Buetel, Mala
Powers, and Bill Williams.
May: "Belles on Their Toes," Techni-

color, profluced by Samuel G. Engel, di-

rected by Henry Levin, starring Jeanne
Grain, Myrna Loy, Debra Paget, Jeffrey

Hunter, Edward Arnold; "Down Among the

Sheltering Palms," William Lundigan. Jane
Greer, Mitzi Gaynor, David Wayne, Gloria

De Haven, in Technicolor, Fred Kohlmar
producing, Edmund Goulding directing;

"Outcasts of Poker Flat," produced by
Julian Blaustein, directed by Joseph New-
man, starring Dale Robertson and Anne
Baxter.
June; "Kangaroo," in Technicolor, Rob-

ert Bassler produced. Lewis Milestone
directed. Maureen O'Hara and Peter Law-
ford starring; "We're .Not Married." writ-

ten and prrxiuced by .Xunnally Johnson, star-

ring David Wayne, Marilyn Monroe, Ginger
Rogers, Fred Allen, Paul Douglas, Mitzi

Gaynor, Eddie Bracken.
Jllv: "Lydia Bailey," produced by Jules

Schermer in Technicolor, directed by Jean
Negulesco, starring Dale Robertson and
Anne Francis; "Cry of the Swamp," Jean
Peters, Jeffrey Hunter, Constance Smith,
produced in Technicolor by Rotert L. Jacks,
directed by Jean Ncgulesco; "Don't Bother
To Knock," produced by Julian Blaustein.
starring Richar^l Widmark arul Marilyn
Monroe, under Roy Baker's direction.

AcousT: "Diplomatic Courier," Tyrone
Power, Patricia Neal, Hildegarde Neff.

Johnston to Concentrate
(Continued from page 1)

ever, that he might find it necessary

to make a brief trip, probably of one

week's duration toward the end of

January, to Brazil and Uruguay. The
former country several days ago in-

voked a law requiring distributors to

export Brazilian newsreels and docu-

mentaries in a ratio of 10 per cent of

the footage of the newsreels and docu-

mentaries they imported into Brazil.

In consequence, all shipments of Amer-
ican newsreels to Brazil have been

halted.

If Johnston visits Uruguay it would
be in deference to the State Depart-

ment in Washington which he said

has requested him to attend that coun-

try's Film Festival.

Planned to Leave Jan. 15

On his return to the MPAA from

duty as Economic Stabilization Ad-
ministrator last month, Johnston had

disclosed plans to leave Jan. 15 on an
extened visit to Central and South

America, to be followed later by a

trip to the Orient. At the same time

he revealed plans to spend more time

at MPAA offices here, and less in

Washington. Yesterday he told trade

press publishers and editors at a lun-

cheon at the Harvard Club that while

he still plans to devote more time to

the New York office than heretofore,

Washington remains an important cen-

ter of industry interest and govern-
ment operations may be assuming an

even more important role in industry

concern than ever.

Johnston said he would be
the industry's first witness at

the impending FCC hearings on
the allocation of television

channels to the industry. De-
scribing the complex problems
involved, he emphasized the im-
portance of the hearings in ex-
pressing the opinion that if the
industry fails to win its case
before the FCC it might be for-
ever stopped from obtaining
TV channels.

A joint meeting of industry legal

and technical groups, with representa-

tives of exhibitor organizations, will

be held in Washington on Friday to

further prepare for the FCC hearings,

Johnston said. This is another in a

series of such meetings which have

been held over a period of the past

several months.
Johnston said that while the indus-

try's domestic problems are grave, he

does not share the belief that motion
pictures are in peril as popular enter-

tainment nor that they cannot over-

come television and other competition.

He expressed the belief that by co-

operative effort of all branches of the

industry many of its most pressing

problems can be solved and cited en-

couraging evidences that internal co-

operation is to be had. Among the

latter, he praised the joint efforts

which have permitted the Council of

Motion Picture Organizations to do
what he described as a "great job"

and one which ensures its continuance.

He commended Ned Depinet, COM-
PO president, and Arthur Mayer, ex-

ecutive director, for their work.

Johnston also cited the oper-
ation of the industry's Pro-
duction Code as an example
of cooperative achievement and
of distinctive public relations
value. He commended Martin
Quigley, author of the Code.

The MPAA president aso spoke of

the "excellent work" done in his ab-
sence by such MPAA staff members
as Joyce O'Hara, John McCarthy,
Fred DuVall, Sidney Schreiber and
others, and commended Kenneth Clark,
MPA public relations director, for his

work in the ESA.
He announced that Griffith Johnson,

another former associate of his in

ESA, will join MPAA next week,
succeeding Robert Chambers as an
economic specialist for the Associa-
tion. He previously brought into the
Association from ESA, Ralph Hetzel,

Jr., to head the New York office, and
George Viether and Norman Kuhne
to supplement the Washington staff.

Always
Quickl

CHICAOO,I327S.Wobosh NfW TORK, 600 N'mlh i

Stephen McNally, directed by Henry Hatha-
way, produced by Casey Robinson; "Dream
Boat," starring Clifton Webb, Ginger Rog-
ers, Anne Francis, produced by Sol Siegel,
directed by Claude Binyon; "Les Misera-
bles," produced by Fred Kohlmar, directed
by Lewis Milestone, starring Debra Paget,
Louis Jourdan, Michael Rennie.

.September: "Wait Till The Sun Shines,
Nellie." produced hy George Jessel, in Tech-
nicolor, starring David Wayne. Jean Peters
and Hugh Marlowe, under Henry King's
direction; "O'Henry's Full House," five-

Episode collection of O'Henry stories, in-

cluding "The Gift of the Magi," starring
Jeanne CViiin and Farley Granger, directed
\>y IKiiiry King and produced by Andre
Ifakini; "The Cop aiid the .'\nthem," star-

ring Charles Laughton and David Wayne,
V. rilten Ijy Lamar Trotti, directed by Henry
Koster; "The Clarion Call," starring Rich-
ard Widmark and Dale Robertson, produced
by Andre Hakim, directed by ficnry Hatha-
way; "The Last I^eaf," starring Anne Bax-
ter, and "The Ransom of Red Chief," star-

ring Clifton Webb.
OnoBEK: "Way tjf A Gaucho," Techni-

rolor. starring Gene Tierncy anrl Rory Cal-
liouj). directerl by Jacques Tfjunienr, jiro-

fluced b\ Philip Dunne; "Dea<lline

—

U. S, A.", pr.,dnce,l l,y Sol C. Siegel, di-

rected by Richard i'.rooks, starritig Hum-
phrey Bogart, Ethel Barrymore. Kim
Hunter.
November: "Darling, f Am Growing

Younger," st.-irriir.' Carv Grant, produced
by Sol C. Si. yd; What Price (ilory,"

produceil by Sn'.'cl ni 'l echnicolor. starring

James Cagney, Dan iJaik-y, Corinne Calvet,

under direction of John Ford.

December: "H(j\v High l-i):'", )iro-

duced by Charles Brackett. starring Anne
Baxter, in Technicolor; ".Snow, of Kili-

manjaro," directed by Henry King for )jro-

duccr Zanuck, starring Gregory Peck and
Susan Hayward, and in color by Technicolor,

Lippert Distribution
(Continued from page 1)

Screen Actors Guild threatened to

withhold players unless he met SAG
requirements for additional payment
to actors who had appeared in Lippert
films released to television, said he is

ceasing his financing activities because
SAG may seek to tie up independent
productions financed by him on the
ground such financing operation con-
stitutes a circumvention device.

With respect to the SAG matter,
Lippert said he has been willing to
abide by whatever formula covering
television the Guild may work out
with major companies in present ne-
gotiations, but will not be made an
exemplary case. He said no shortage
of product for his distribution looms,
as outside financing sources are being
found without difficulty by indepen-
dent producers with Lippert distribu-
tion contracts.

Goodman to Screen Gems
Milt Goodman has been appointed

general sales manager of Screen
Gems T\' department, an affiliate of
Columbia Pictures.

1); addition to the studio produced product,
a total of five additional films will be re-
leased through 20th Century-Fox.

Compo Plans
(Continued from page 1)

gram under the auspices of CO'MPO.
Under plans suggested by COMPO,

companies cooperating in the advertis-
ing program could use one of two
space schedules. The first calls for the
use of 600 lines in 220 daily papers in

103 cities of more than 100,000 popu-
lation, at a cost of $54,000. The sec-

ond would use 1,000 lines in the same
papers, at a cost of $90,000.
The general program embodied in

a 22-page booklet, analyzes picture
quality, television competition, Holly-
wood "scandals" and Congressional
charges of Communism. It describes
how the industry can improve its pub-
lic relations position through a pro-
gram of newspaper advertising, pub-
licity, trailers in theatres, speakers,
vigilante committees, advertisements
in Editor & Publisher and "Movie-
time" personality tours. The MPAA
recently put up $150,000 to finance a
new series of personality tours.

"Instead of glorifying Hollywood as

the source of the best entertainment,
instead of making claims for the in-

dustry," the prospectus says, "our pub-
lic relations program should point to

the local movie theatre as the pos-
sessor of vast entertainment resources.

"For it is not Hollywood that is in

competition with television. Nor is it

the industry. The competition is be-

tween the local movie theatre and the
living room television set.

"In meeting it, and in destroying
the public's belief that pictures are not

as good as they used to be, we must
not only convince the public that the

movie theatre has production values
possessed by no other form of enter-

tainment ; we must make the public

believe these values are so important
that they outweigh the comfort and
convenience of staying home and
watching a show in the living room."

After discussing various causes of

bad industry public relations, the

prospectus says any industry public

relations program should be positive

and should have for its aim "to in-

crease the size of our potential audi-

ence by creating in the public a more
widespread respect for the motion pic-

ture as a means of entertainment and,

as a natural consequence thereof, a

livelier desire to attend movie
theatres."

Instead of having, as in the daily

newspaper campaign conducted in

October, one big advertisement, with

pictures from all 10 companies listed,

it is suggested that the new campaign
be conducted over a period of several

months, with a newspaper advertise-

ment for each month. Each of the

participating companies would be re-

sponsible, both financially and in the

preparation and placeinent of the

copy, for the advertising of a single

month.

2 More Releases of

RKO at Paramount
RKO Pictures, which currently has

its fourth consecutive picture nlaying

at New York's Paramount Theatre,

has negotiated for the release of two
more features through the Broadway
showcase, Robert Mochrie, RKO Pic-

tures sales vice-president announced.

Current picture is "Double Dyna-
mite," which opened on Christmas, and
which is continuing. Coming up at the

end of the month is "The Las Vegas
Story." This will be followed by "A
Girl in Every Port."
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No CoL, UA Films

For TV; Clarify

Policy on Skiatron

United Artists and Columbia Pic-

tures yesterday ruled out the sale of

any of their films for home television

in the forseeable future. At the same
time, spokesmen for the two compa-

nies clarified their reaction to Ski-

atron's bid for product for its pro-

jected test in New York City.

A request by Skiatron for product

has not been received to date by Co-
lumbia, a spokesman said. Consider-

ation would be given to it when and

if received, the Columbia source

added.

At United Artists, William J.

Heineman, distribution vice-president,

explained that it would be up to the

producers who release through UA,
and not the company itself, to decide

whether they would permit their films

to be used in the Skiatron test. How-
ever, he pointed out, UA has the pre-

rogerative under its producer contract

to restrain any producer from provid-

ing licensed product for such demon-
stration as the one Skiatron plans to

hold. Heineman said that to date no
UA producer has requested that his

product be released to Skiatron.

Paramount, so far, has been the

only major company which expressed

its willingness to participate in the

Skiatron test.

Regarding the recent plea of Jack
Kirsch, president of Illinois Allied,

that all major companies make public

their stand on the sale of films to TV,
a spokesman for Columbia pointed out

that his company has not sold any
films to T\' and does not intend to do
so in the immediate future. Similar

statements already have been made by
RKO Pictures, 20th Century-Fox,
and Universal-International.

At UA, Heineman reminded that

under UA's contracts the producer is

prohibited from releasing to television

pictures that are being distributed by
the company. \\'hen the contracts on
individual pictures expire, however,
the producer is of course entitled to

make whatever disposition he pleases

of his films, he added.
In this latter connection, Heineman

said that Allied States Association's

indictment of UA for the release to

television of "Red Stallion in the
Rockies'' was unfair since that former
Eagle Lion Classics production was
returned to the producer after the
contract expired before it was released

to TV.

Cinema Suit Halted
De.xver, Jan. 8.—Case of Cinema

Amusements Inc., owners of the

Broadv\av Theatre, Denver, against

20th Century-Fox, RKO and M-G-M
for trebled damages being heard in

Federal District Court here before

Judge Lee Knouw, was suddenly
halted when the matter of introducing

evidence of the period beyond that

covered in the petition (which is 69
weeks in 1945 and 1946) came up dur-
ing the questioning of Harris Wolf-
berg, president of the company. The
case stopped until Thursday, when
Judge Knouw will rule.

Owners of Cinema, Trueman Rem-
busch, Wolfberg and John Wolfberg,
claim damages suffered because they
were unable to secure pictures at an
equitable figure for the Broadway
after they took over the Broadway
formerl)', operated by Fox Intermoun-
tain Theatres.

Television-'Radio
Comment and Opiniom

NTER the latest in television—sponsored political conven-^ tions, CBS has announced a $3,000,000 deal under which
Westinghouse Electric Corp. will foot the bill for the network's
radio and television coverage of the Republican and Democratic
conventions in Chicago in July. NBC's elaborately-conceived
convention programs will be sponsored by the Philco Corp.
The full meaning of television as a medium of mass communi-

cation will be brought home forcefully this year as TV trains its

cameras on the Presidential campaigns, from pre-convention
speech-making to election night. With some 18,000,000 TV sets

expected to be installed by the time election day rolls around,
the advertisers' interest in getting their messages across to the

huge national audience is understandable.
Sponsorship of such an important event as an election has its

drawbacks, but it also points up certain advantages. The net-

works, limiting pool arrangements, will be on their own and
trying hard to attract audiences with diverse coverage.
This would seem to be an ideal opportunity for theatres equip-

ped with large-screen TV to tie in to an event of outstanding
interest to the public. Presented as an added attraction, and
possibly without sponsorship, the conventions in motion picture
houses should make a first-rate drawing card.

i:?

The growth of television is forcefully outlined in a year-end
statement released by the Long Lines Department of the

A. T. & T. which shows that, during 1951, 6,500 miles of TV
channels were added, making a total of 24,000 miles. Four
cities joined the TV network in 1951, and 14 stations were
added to the "live" TV circuit. Less than five years ago, on
Jan. 1, 1947, the Long Lines network consisted of two chan-
nels inter-connecting New York and Washington and totaling

476 miles. Today, 24,000 channel miles provide service to 86
stations in 46 cities. That's progress.

ik

Television drama is improving steadily. A good example of

this was last Sunday's moving and expertly presented play, "A
Softness in the Wind," on the Goodyear Television Playhouse.

Jean Pierre Aumont was the star in this story about Louis
Braille, French inventor of the Braille system who died 100 years

ago. Director James Sheldon must be congratulated on his expert
handling of the camera and Fred Coe deserves credit for produc-
ing another fine show in this traditionally-efYective NBC-TV
series. Gradually, television is developing its own distinctive

style which combines the atmosphere and limitations of the le-

gitimate theatre with the fluid continuity of the screen, adapted
to the intimacy of the living room.

-t?

Quiz shows on television so far have mostly missed the mark,
being no more than an unimaginative adaptation of what for

years has passed as entertainment on radio. A welcome excep-
tion is CBS-TV's "It's News To Me" which has as its moder-
ator John Daly, one of the medium's most winning personalities.

"It's News To Me" retains the panel format, but under Daly's

gently guiding hand, it manages to be both humorous and in-

teresting. Having Texas millionaire Sheppard King and his

Egyption dancer bride as surprise guests Monday night was a

nice twist.

ik ik

Production of radio and television receivers continues to drop.

November figures were 747,914 for radio sets, a 38 per cent de-

cline from the corresponding montli in 1950, a)id 415,332 for tele-

vision receivers, a 44 per cent cut. The switch-over to defense

production and the scarcity of materials are in part to blame for

the reductions.

ik ik

Seen and Heard: The new Robert Montgomery TV show off

to a nice start on NBC-TV. Johnson's Wax is the sponsor. . . .

ABC-Radio doing a fine job on the Metropolitan Opera broad-

casts .... Arthur Treacher very good as guest-star on "Holly-

wood Screen Test" .... The recent British film, "Seven Days
to Noon" a surprise offering over CBS-TV Sunday. . . . Martha
Rave and Robert Cummings took over the Colgate Comedy
Hour Sunday and provided some hectic, and occasionally very

entertaining viewing.
Fred Hift

Theatre TV Meet
In Capital Friday
Washington, Jan. 8. — An-

other theatre television stra-

tegy meeting is planned here
for Friday. Attorneys and
engineers for the Motion Pic-
ture Association of America
and the National Exhibitors
Theatre Television Commit-
tee will get-together to dis-

cuss further strategy for the
coming Federal Communica-
tions Commission hearings,
slated for Feb. 25. FCC offi-

cials say that as of now there
is no further postponement of
the hearings planned and that
they will commence on sche-
dule.

NFL Case Will Be
Brought to Trial

Philadelphia, Jan. 8.—Refusing to
dismiss the government compaint
charging the National Football League
with anti-trust violation in the
League's restriction of televising of
the member teams football games, the
U. S. District Court here today ruled
that the case be brought to trial "with-
out any waste of time."

Federal Judge Grim, who heard
arguments by League counsel Bernard
I. Nordlinger and former U. S. Sen-
ator Francis J. Meyers and, for the
government, W. Perry Eppes, de-
scribed the case as one "of tremendous
pubic importance." He will hear the
case without a jury.

The League's lawyers contended that
pro football, in forbidding the televis-

ing of its local games, is in the same
position as a manufacturer who limits

the distribution of his goods to cer-

tain dealers. Nordlinger said that while
the Sherman Act prohibits all con-
tracts in restraint of trade, the U. S.

Supreme Court has construed this to
mean "unreasonable" restraint of
trade and that there were no facts in

the government brief that might be
construed as "unreasonable restraint
of trade."

Hearings Set for
$7,150,000 Suits

Chicago, Jan. 8.—Two anti-trust
suits—the Schoenstadt circuit's for

$5,400,000 and the Alamo Theatres
for $1,750,000—have been scheduled
for hearings before Federal Judge
Sam Perry on Alay 5 and June 2,

respectively.

Both suits are against the eight
major film companies, Balaban and
Katz and Warner Brothers theatres.

NFC Elects Savage
David Savage, manager of the

WCBS-TV film department, has been
elected vice-president of the National
Film Council. The Council is now in

its fourth year.

TV PRODUCERS--
LAB. SERVICE
Original Reversal Developing

Reversal Work Prints from Positives
Fine Grain Negatives from Original

Reversals

VIDEO FILM LABORATORIES
131 W. 23rd ST., N.Y., N.Y. WA 4-6156
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Responsible for First UA Profit in Five Years

I r
Arthur Kriin Robert Benjamin Matthew Tox William Heineman Max Youngstein Arnold Picker

5 in RKO Theatres

Stock Transactions

Washington, Jan. 8.—The Securi-

ties and Exchange Commission re-

ports that five RKO Theatres of¥icials

have listed stock purchases made in

October, as follows :

J. P. Dreibelbis, 200 shares; Wil-
liam VV. Howard, 500 shares ; Harold
E. Xewcomb, 100 shares ; Thomas F.

O'Connor, 500 shares ; William F.

\\'hitman, 100 shares. In all cases, the

newly-acquired stock was all thev

held.

The W. E. Griffis Trust, controlled

by Stanton Griffis, bought 500 shares

of Paramount Pictures common in

November, its total holdings. Griffis

owns another 2,000 shares in his own
name and 1,000 through the F. Griffis

Trust.

Brownell Buys 300 Shares

George A. Brownell bought 300
shares of Loew's common, his entire

holdings. A. Montague gave away 200
shares of Columbia common, leaving

him with 6,131 shares and warrants
for 10,954 more. Albert W. Lind sold

his last 100 shares of Republic $1

cumulative convertible preferred dur-

ing October. Harry Brandt bought
another 100 shares of Trans Lux
Corp. common during November,
bringing his personally-held holdings

to 101,115 shares, plus 17,700 shares

through Harda\-, Inc., 1,200 shares

through Brandt Foundation and 1,400

shares owned by his wife.

Future is Bright for U.A.

Dinner for Cantor
Will Aid Israel
A $1,000 per plate dinner will cele-

brate Eddie Cantor's 60th birthday on
Thursday evening, Jan. 31, at the

Hotel Commodore, it was announced
yesterday by David Kluger, cliairman

of the Eddie Cantor Birthday Com-
mittee w'hich is composed of 200 dis-

tinguished figures in the civic, busi-

ness and entertainment worlds.
In accordance with Cantor's wishes,

admission to the dinner will be based
on the purchase of a $1,000 (or morej
State of Israel Independence Bond for

each guest. Kluger estimated that the

diiuier will result in $2,000,000 in

Israel Bond purchases. The actual

cost of the dinner will be defrayed by

a committee of personal friends of the

guest of honor, Kluger said.

National co-chairmen and sponsors

of the party include Barney Balaban,

Jack Benny, Oscar Hammerstein II,

George Jessel, Abel Green, William
Morris, Jr., Spyros P. Skouras, and
others.

(Continued from page 1)

said, "it was not until the last couple

of days when reports came in from
around the world that we were certain

we finished 1951 with a substantial

profit." He declined to divulge any
figures.

Apart from the cooperation of ex-

hibitors, who, Heineman said, "even
offered the company when it was in

serious trouble money we couldn't ac-

cept," it was the "teamwork" of the

company's officers, according to Krim,
that made the profit showing possible.

At a "progress report" press inter-

view attended by the entire team of

top UA officials, including Heineman,
Benjamin, Fox, Max E. Youngstein
and Arnold Picker, the UA president

reviewed the financial rise of the com-
pany since that period of uncertainty

when the new management took over
last February.

'Losses Were Staggering'

"When we came in last Februrary,"
Krim said, "losses for the first nine

weeks were staggering." He said that

while the management did not expect
these losses would be overcome, "the
substantial nature of losses began to

be abated" by May. "Black ink," he
continued, "started in June and profit

periods continued thereafter. The level

of profits held up in both domestic and
foreign sufficient to carry operations
over the top by the year-end."
The cooperation which exhibitors

gave the company reacted in the long
run to the benefit of the exhibitors
themselves as well as to the company,
Krim said.

The profit showing only 10 months
after the Krim-Benjamin-Fox group
took over the company actually was
a "by-product" of a concentrated ef-

fort, Krim said. A profit realization

at this time was "not the target," he
explained. Continuing, Krim explained
further that the real target was
achievement of reorganization of the
company throughout the world "so we
could do the best selling job with the
pictures entrusted to us."

For the company's having hit
this target, Krim paid special
tribute to the efforts of vice-
presidents Heineman, Young-
stein and Picker. Youngstein is

director of advertising-public-
ity-exploitation and Picker is

foreign department chief.

Of the 16,000 shares of UA stock
outstanding, 8,000 are equally divided
between Mary Pickford and Charles
Chaplin. Under their pact with the
Krim-Benjamin-Fox group, the other

8,000 shares were placed in escrow
and ownership of them could be ac-

quired by the management group by
showing a profit for UA in any one
of the three calendar years from 1951

through 1953. The shares now in es-

crow will be distributed, after they
are purchased, among Krim, Benja-
min, Fox, Heineman, Youngstein and
Picker.

'Fortuituous Circumstance'

"It was by fortuituous circumstance
that we could achieve now what we
expected in 1953 and secretly hoped
for in 1952," Krim said.

Krim said "no comment" when
asked to discuss trade reports that

Louis B. Mayer might acquire a block
of UA stock as part of a deal by
which his future productions would be
released through UA.

Krim, Benjamin and Young-
stein will leave shortly by plane
for the Coast where Youngstein
will look over "four or six"
more pictures for release, and
Krim will confer further with
Lew Wasserman of Music Cor-
poration of America regarding
a possible deal that would give
a number of stars financial par-
ticipation in pictures for UA
release in which they would ap-
pear.

The UA president reported that of
the $2,000,000 made available by Heller
and Co. of Chicago for production
financing, some $1,300,000 is today
outstanding. The fund, Krim reminded,
is a revolving one, and new loans
from time to time "bring it back" to
its original amount.

Heineman Reported
Heineman reported that 40 to SO

per cent of the product acquired by
UA from Eagle Lion Classics with
the take-over of the latter company
has been liquidated. There is a two-
year limitation on contracts for ELC
reissues acquired, he said.

Other UA officials who were pres-
ent at the interview were : Seymour
M. Peyser, vice-president and general
counsel; Seward I. Benjamin, secre-
tary; A. E. Bollengier, treasurer, and
Al Tamarin, publicity manager.

$3-Millions to Eady

Pool in First Year

Lober, Picker Aid
{Continued from page 1)

quarters in Paris, where Smadja will
remain to supervise the various
branch managers stationed in princi-
pal cities throughout Europe.

London, Jan. 8.—Total contribu-

tions collected from exhibitors in the

47 weeks from Sept. 10, 1950, when
the Eady Production Pool was
formed, to Aug. 4, 1951, was il,195,-

908 ($3,338,542), an interim report by
the British Film Production Fund
reveals.

Of the sum collected, £858,900

($2,404,920) has been paid to pro-

ducers. Five per cent of the total has
been made available to the Childrens
Film Foundation, Ltd.

The results indicated that extremely
few theatres defaulted in payments to

the Pool under the voluntary scheme,
designed to give financial aid to

British producers. Collections indi-

cate that Britain's 4,300 theatres made
a weekly average payment into the

Pool of slightly under i6 ($16.80).

Leaves B.F.P.A. Post
London, Jan. 8.—Sir Dufif Cooper,

former Cabinet Minister and Ambas-
sador to France, has resigned as rep-

resentative of the British Film Pro-
ducers Association in Paris, which he

undertook in August, 1949. BFPA
states the task for which Sir Duf?
was appointed has been completed.

W.B. Sells to Rank
London, Jan. 8.—Warner Brothers,

whose pictures normally play the As-
sociated British Cinemas Circuit in

which it has a large financial stake,

has booked three films to the Rank
Organization theatres. They are

"Come Fill the Cup," "Painting the

Clouds with Sunshine" and "Tomor-
row Is Another Day."

UA Claims Record
Los Angeles, Jan. 8.—An all-time

high local United Artists box-office

record is claimed for John Huston's
"The African Queen," the Humphrey
Bogart-Katharine Hepburn color by
Technicolor starrer, at the Fox Wil-
shire Theatre here for the first w-eek

of its Academy Award pre-release

premiere. The picture grossed $7,640

over its first weekend and this went
to a record $7,990 over the second

weekend.

Craft Earnings Up
Hollywood, Jan. 8.—Weekly earn-

ings of studio craft unions averaged

$103.04 during November, which com-
pared with $102.92 for the year before,

according to the monthly bulletin of

the California division of internal rev-
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Reach Final

Agreement on

Loew's Decree

To Be Presented to N.Y.
Statutory Court, Jan. 23

Washington^ Jan. 9.—The Jus-

tice Department and Loew's have
reached a final agreement on a pro-

posed consent decree, and will pre-

sent it to the New York Statutory

Court on Jan. 23.

Justice officials said a hearing had
been set for 4 :30 on that date. They
emphasized that while Justice and
Loew's have reached an agreement, the

company must still clear the decree

through the U. S. Bureau of Internal

Revenue, and that it is still possible

some delay might result from this step.

Participants in the negotiations re-

fused to discuss details beyond saying

that Loew's had a "special problem" in

carrying out divorcement and that this

had been dealt with in the decree. In-

dications were that the proposed decree
might be made public early next week,
in pursuance of a Justice Department

(Continued on page 6)

20th-Fox Delegates

Pledge Top-Notch

Distribution Effort

Following the program presented by
20th Century-Fox director of distri-

bution Al Lichtman last Monday at

the company's sales meeting here,

delegates yesterday "pledged them-
selves to a top-notch distribution ef-

fort, embracing all of the tenets of

merchandising promulgated at the

June convention when a merger of

sales and advertising took place," a
company statement reported. Yester-
day's session was devoted to a "mer-
chandise clinic," clearing the decks for

(Continued on page 6)

'Victory' ClaimMade
By Greene Group

A claim of waging "a victorious

campaign" was made here yesterday
bv a spokesman for David J. Greene,
Wall .Street financial advisor who led

the proxy battle against RKO The-
atres management.
The claim came on the eve of today's

reconvened annual stockholders meet-
ing in Dr)ver, Del., when the tabula-

( Ccntiniied on page 6)

Paramount Event: Today at Radio City Music Hall, Cecil B. DeMille's THE
GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH (Tech.) starts its World Pre-Release Engagement-
forecasting the greatest grosses this industry has yet seen. . . . (Advt.)

68 Players Entertained
168,000 of Armed Forces
Hollywood, Jan. 9.—Some 68 Hollywood film personalities have

returned here after giving 192 shows to 168,(K)0 members of the Armed
Forces for which four separate troupes covered over 60,000 miles in the

far-flung corners of the world, in the areas of Korea, Japan, Newfound-
land, Greenland, Iceland, Europe,

WB Sees No Need
To Aid Skiatron

After Phonevision

Warner Brothers, which furnished
product for last year's Phonevision
test, is not expected to make its films

available for the projected Skiatron
subscription home television test in

New York City. It thus became the

first major company to indicate a

switch in policy on the pay-as-you-
see home television experiment.
The change in WB's position was

explained by a company spokesman
who said he felt WB has already suf-

ficiently explored the medium in the

Chicago test. He saw no particular

purpose in the Skiatron test as far as

major film companies are concerned,

pointing out that the Federal Com-
munications Commission has yet to

define public policy on subscription

vision.

Film companies, he argued, are be-

ing put in a position of supplying film

for subscription television without

knowing whether the FCC will rule

that the medium is against public

(Continued on page 6)

North Africa, Alaska, and all over
the Caribbean.
They departed from here on Dec.

20, by plane. It was the largest over-
seas entertainment project yet organ-
ized by the industry's Hollyv^'ood Co-
ordinating Committee.
The players and the locations where

they entertained the Armed Forces
are as follows :

Korea-Japan ; Paul Douglas, Julia
Adams, Raymond Burr, Yvette Du-
gay, Johnny Grant, Piper Laurie,

(Continued on page 6)

Judgements Entered

In Percentage Suits

Wayneseurg, Pa., Jan. 9.—Judg-
ment was entered here in each of the
separate actions brought last July by
eight distributors against John and
Werner Lund in the Court of Com-
mon Pleas of Green County. The
various actions alleged that the defen-
dants had defaulted on an agreement
to pay the amount agreed upon in full

settlement of claims based on un-
reported receipts.

Theatres involved are the Lund in

(Continued on page 6)

Hit Tressure'

Unit's Attack

n Kramer
Industrywide Fight on
'False Criticism'

With the Motion Picture Asso-
ciation of America and the Council
of Motion Picture Organizations

yesterday giving their full support
to Stanley Kramer against an attack
by a Coast pressure group, the fight

against such outside groups virtually

became industrywide among top eche-
lon film organizations, excluding ex-
hibitor groups. Previously, the Asso-
ciation of Motion Picture Producers,
the Independent Motion Picture Pro-
ducer's Association and the Society of

Independent Motion Picture Producers
rallied to Kramer's support.

Aroused filmdom quickly
aligned itself in the fight
started by Kramer, producer of
"Death of A Salesman," who
this week filed a $1,000,000 libel

suit on the Coast against the
Wage Earners Committee of

(Continued on page 6)

Reeve Sees A Cut

Of 33 to 40% in

FilmShippingCosts

A reduction in the weight of film

containers by the use of containers
made of lighter materials would re-

sult in a saving of from 33 to 40 per
cent in shipping costs, it is disclosed
in a report to the Theatre Owners of
America by Henry Reeve, exhibitor
of Menard, Texas, president of the
Texas Theatre Ov\'ners, Inc.

Reeve declares his plan can be
beneficial particularly to the many
smaller operators situated far from
exchange centers to whom film trans-

(Continued on page 6)

2,000 Expected at

Jan. 20 Communion
More than 2,000 Catholics in the

New York area are expected to at-
tend the motion picture industry's sec-
ond annual Corporate Communion
and Breakfast to be held on Sunday,
Jan. 20. They will attend the nine
o'clock Mass at St. Patrick's Cathe-
dral, to be celebrated by Francis
Cardinal Spellman. The Rev. James

(Continued on page 6^
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See Enough
Equipment,

Film in 1952
\\'AsinxGT0X, Jan. 9. — There

should lie enougli equipment and

fihn produced to satisfy the fihn in-

dustry's needs during- 1952, James
Frank, deputy director of the motion

picture and photographic products di-

vision of the National Production Au-
thority, said here today. This, despite

previous pessimistic predictions from

many Federal sources.

Frank told the Washington
Film Council that NPA would
"try to maintain a reasonably

high level" of production in

spite of increasing shortages

in critical materials. The worst
shortages, he said, would be in

nickel, copper and brass and
cobalt.

John \'. Waller, Bell and Howell
hranch manager, bore out Frank's

1952 outline when he told the Council

that his company would be able to

make enough motion picture equip-

ment to satisfy all government and
commercial demands during the year.

3ee Virtual Stop to Commercial
Building in Second Quarter of Year

Washingtox, Jan. 9.—If Federal

curbs on theatre construction can get

any tighter, it will happen in the sec-

ond quarter of this year.

The National Production Authority

announced today that increasing mili-

tary demands and the dwindling supply

of critical materials will put a virtual

stop to all industrial and commercial
construction during that quarter.

NPA officials said, however, that

controls on theatre building and other

recreational facilities are already so

tight that the new curbs will have only

a minor impact on theatre building.

NP.^ has been approving theatre

projects only if they used very small

amounts of critical material, if the

materia] was already on hand, if the

jjrojeet was essential to furnish recre-

ation to military jjersonnel or defense

workers, or if a denial created a "se-

vere economic liardship" on the appli-

cant.

Personal Mention
R ELMER BAULCH, president

• of Crescent Amusement Co., has

been elected vice-president of the

Nashville Chamber of Commerce.
•

Howard Dietz, M-G-M vice-presi-

dent and director of advertising, pub-
licity and exploitation, and Si Sead-
LER, advertising manager, left here

last night by plane for the Coast.
•

Dr. C. E. Kenneth Mees, vice-

president in charge of research for

Eastman Kodak, celebrates his 40th

anniversary with the company this

month.
•

M. L. Simons, home office aide of

H. M. RiCHEY, M-G-M exhibitor re-

lations head, returned to his desk yes-

terday following a week's illness.

•

Nate Blumberg, president of Uni-
versal Pictures, will leave here for

the Coast around the end of the

month.
•

Fred Herkowitz, RKO Theatres
publicist, will be married tomorrow to

Irmgard Hauser in Newark.

SAMUEL PINANSKI, president

of American Theatres Corp. of

Boston, has been named a director of

the Brookline Trust Co. at Brookline,

Mass.

George Schneider, head of the

M-G-M music library, was elected to

the board of the American Music Li-

brary at its meeting in Rochester,

N. Y., which he attended. He re-

turned to the Coast yesterday.
•

L G. Goldsmith, producer, and his

wife, writer Vera Caspary, will ar-

rive here from Hollywood on Monday
and will stay two weeks before going
to Eurooe.

•

Mrs. Fred Mohrhardt, daughter
of Sam Dembow, is the mother of a
boy, her first child.

•

Louis Astor, Columbia circuit sales

executive, will return to New York
on Monday from Chicago.

•

Arthur Freed, producer, is sched-
uled to leave here for the Coast at

the end of the week.

Co. Heads Plan to

Attend Fla. Meet

Delay Shea Hearing
Until Jan. 23 Here
The hearing on iJorotliy Shea's peti-

tion for an accounting of the Maurice

A. Shea Trust was postponed in

Bronx Surrogate Court from yester-

day to Jan. 23.

The petition of iJorothy Shea, wife

of Gerald .Shea, president of Shea En-
terprises, names E. C. Grainger and

Edward C. Raftery of the law firm of

O'Brien, Uriscoll & Raftery as sole

surviving executors and, with Thomas
E. Shea, as trustees of the estate.

Dorothy Shea is a daughter of the late

M. A. Shea, founder of the Eastern

circuit. Grainger, until recently gen-

eral manager of the Shea circuit, is

now engaged in contract litigation with

the comjjany.

Presidents and top executives of at

least five major companies yesterday
said that they planned to attend next

week's top level meeting in Miami
Beach, Fla., tentatively set between
Tuesday and Friday.

Ned E. Depinet, president of RKO
Pictures, said that he did not know
exactly what date the confabs would
begin on industry problems, but that

he expected to leave New York early

next week.
Already in Florida are Albert

Warner, vice-president of Warner
Brothers, and Jack Cohn, executive

vice-president of Columbia Pictures.

A spokesman for Nicholas M.
Schenck, Loew's president, said he

would attend, while Barney Balaban,

president of Paramount Pictures

Corp., said he was undecided. John

J. O'Connor, vice-president of Univer-
sal, will represent president Nate J.

Blumberg at the talks. Blumberg is

recuperating from a recent illness.

Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount studio

liead, now in New York, also plans to

attend the meetings.
The agenda is said to be very gen-

eral, covering all phases of the indus-

try, among them studio costs, labor

relations, the foreign situation and
ljuhlic relations.

29 Para. Branches

Top Drive Quotas

Final results of the Paramount
sales drive, concluded this week, show
that 29 domestic and Canadian
branches went over their quotas, with
New Haven and Saint John, Canada,
scoring top sales marks.
Held this year in honor of E. K.

O'Shea, vice-president of Paramount
Film Distributing Corp., "Booker-
Salesman's Month" is an annual drive,

second in importance only to "Para-
mount Week."

In expressing his appreciation for

the tribute, O'Shea told the field sales

force, ".
. . . By doing a job for me and

yourselves you have performed a great

service for our company. The hard
work that went into getting these

bookings stands out as a shining ex-

ample of what can be done. My
sincere thanks to you all."

Mayer to Leave for

Europe on March 11
Arthur I^. Mayer, who insists he

intends to resign as executive vice-

president of the Council of Motion
Picture Organizations, will sail from
here for Europe on March 11. The
two-month trip, according to Mayer,
will be a mixture of business and
pleasure.

While abroad, Mayer, who is pres-

ident of Mayer-Kingsley, Inc., plans

to view new foreign product.

'306' Elects Gelher;
Kunzie A New 'V.P:
Herman Gelber has been reelected

president of Projectionists Local No.

306, lATSE, defeating vice-president

Harry Storin and William Salke. Al
Kunzie has been elected vice-president,

replacing Storin. S. D'Inzillo and
Harry Garfman were reelected busi-

ness agents ; Ernest Lang, recording

secretary
;

Izzy Schwartz, financial

secretary, and Abe Kessler, treasurer.

Bill Would Forbid TV
In N,Y. State Courts
Albany, N. Y., Jan. 9.—State Sen-

ator Flint Williamson, chairman of

the judiciary committee, today intro-

duced a bill making it a misdemeanor
to televise a trial or proceedings in any
court of record or not of record, which
is part of the judicial system of the

State.

Theatres Can Raise
Soft Drink Prices

Washington, Jan. 9. — The
Government has authorized
soft drink retailers to raise
prices a penny a bottle on
single bottle sales if their
costs have gone up a half-

cent a bottle.

An Office of Price Stabiliza-
tion regulation also allows
manufacturers to reduce sizes
of bottles if they want, in-

stead of raising prices.
Thousands of film houses

dispense soft drinks.

B'nai B'rith Tribute
Tomorrow Night
Entertainment industry leaders and

meiTfbers of Cinema Lodge of B'nai
B'rith and their guests will pay trib-

ute at the Hotel Plaza here tonight
to Richard Rodgers and Oscar Ham-
merstein II at a special non-fund-rais-
ing meeting of the Joint Defense Ap-
peal of the American Jewish Com-
mittee and the Anti-Defamation
League of B'nai B'rith. Senator Estes
Kefauver of Tennessee will be the key
speaker.

In a special feature of the evening,
a group including Robert Vogeler,
American businessman held captive by
the Communists in Hungary ; Dr.
William Jansen, superintendent of

New York City schools ; Monte Irvin,

infielder of the New York Giants

;

Ezio Pinza, star of stage, screen and
television

;
sportscaster Mel Allen,

radio commentator Ben Grauer, and
others, will participate in the presen-
tation of "Our Children's Tomorrow,"
a documentary on the civil rights

theme. Martin Levine, president of

Cinema Lodge, and Harry Brandt,
chairman of the event, will preside.

Lewis Testimonial
Here Tomorrow
A testimonial dinner will be given

to Chick Lewis at the Hotel Astor
here tomorrow night for his efforts

in behalf of the Will Rogers Memorial
Hospital, of which he is executive
vice-president, and in behalf of

Variety International, of which he is

"press guy."
Invited to the dais are : Al Schwal-

berg, Charles Reagan, Maury Gold-
stein, Arthur Krim, Al Dafif, Ned
Depinet, Robert Mochrie, Charles

Feldman, Joseph R. Vagel, Sol A.
Schwartz, Samuel Rosen, Harry
Brandt, Max A. Cohen, David Wein-
stock, Edward N. Rugoff, Richard
Walsh, Herman Robbins, Arthur L.

Mayer, Marc Wolf, Fred Schwartz,

Edgar Mayer, Mrs. Lewis, Herb
Shriner, William McCraw, William
German, Sam Rinzier, Si Fabian,

Leonard Goldenson, Max J. Switow,
Abe Montague.

Plans New Indian Film
London, Jan. 9.—Kenneth McEl-

downey, producer of Jean Renoir's

"The River," will leave here shortly

for India in connection with his next

film, "The Keddah," which will deal

with elephant hunting in Mysore.
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. . . one of the richest

||||

experiences our town offers

!

—ALTON COOK
N.y. ^OT\6-le\eQram & Sun

;LAIMED

It must be acclaimed a film

ps you about in a whirlpool close

enter of life.

—BOSLEY CROWTHER
N.y. r/mes

^^^^ n
Shattering emotional

revelations ... a major movie event.

—OTIS L. GUERNSEY, JR.

N.y. Hera/d InhyjnQ

r BEST-RATING
t "

' . . .With this picture, the Stanley

Kramer Company, which has consistently

maintained its cariny pace one step ahead

of the crowd, takes two giant strides

H forward. —ARCHER WINSTEN

N.y. Post

COLUMBIA PICTURES

STANLEY KRAMER'S

^//t^ I'm sure (Fredric March) ^
will be considered for an award.

-KATE CAMERON
N.Y. Daily News

It overflows with an

all-embracing tenderness and sympathy!

—JESSE ZUNSER
Cue

M^^^^^^^^ Fredric March registers the

most brilliant performance of his career

. . .'DEATH OF A SALESMAN' scores on

the emotions as few pictures ever do.

—FRANK QUINN

N.y. Da/7/ Ai/rror

Bj| . . . emotion shattering, . . . bound

to be listed among the year's finest.H —ROSE PELSWICK

1



ypBlZEWORTHtii.
At the close of the picture,

the whole big housefull applauded . . .

a splendid: addition to the list of the year's

best pictures! —JANE CORBY
Brooklyn Eagle

^i^ It is a must see. ..Fredric March

starred as Willy Loman in one of the

great film performances of the year

. . . shattering in its emotional impact . . .

A memorable film experience. —Variety

A distinguished motion picture

achievement in every sense . . . one of

the year's best films. —LOWELL E. REDELINGS

Hollywood Citizen -News

"iflHP ^ dramatic masterpiece . . .

gripping entertainment I . . Fredric March

surely ranks as a leading contender in

the awards tournament. —Hollywood Reporter

WB^JIln,A.M^^^ • - FREDRIC MARCH
BMSji^KMBMBBfji^y{jM witN liliired Kevin NIcCarfliy

i^^lfl^ffBmf^fKS^^^nMmftM!^ Cameron i^itoiieli Howard Siith

^f^Sr ^^^^fr^S0^^^^Kt^ screen Pin by STANLEY ROBERTS • Base^ tlie Phy b; ARTHUR MILLER

^00^^ .. .as stodaced on (fee stage by Kerniit filooimgatisB and Walter Fried

Oirecied b, lASLO BENEDEK

.

. . . Kramer merits the accolade

-EDWIN SCHALLERT
L.A. Times

wf^^^^^ Fredric March's ' Willy Loman '

a brilliant rendition . . . immediately sets

him up for consideration in the matter of

masculine acting honors and awards.

—F;/m Daily

w^^^^^ Fredric March has easily Fredric March turns in a

accomplished one of the year's most performance of matchkss brilliance.

electrifying performances. —HOWARD McLAY Richly rewarding. —hhotion Picture Daily

LA. Daily News
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Hit 'Pressure ^Group ^sAttack
{Continued from page 1)

Communion
(Continued from page 1)

Reeve Sees
{Continued from page 1)

port costs are a serious overhead con-

sideration.

"Film carrying containers today are

identical to the ones used in 1922,"

Reeve pointed out. "In the last 18

months we know how largely the in-

dustry's print situation has been

changed to acetate-non-inflammable

stock," he added. "Why, then, the

continued use of unnecessary heavy

cans in view of the modern scientific

development of plastics, veneers, and

many light weight metals?

Gives Concrete Example

"A varying transportation saving of

33 1-3 to 40 per cent is possible to

theatre owners on single and two-reel

subjects—and a considerable saving on

larger shipments—not at all a small,

item to small-town theatres which are

today paying $100 and upward each

month on 200-mile hauls—and more
and more as exchange distance in-

creases," Reeve continued.

"A concrete example can be defi-

nitely set forth. In my home theatre

the twice-weekly newsreel usually

comes out in a metal can—total weight

of shipment being 10 pounds—the cost,

52 cents each way, or a total of $1.04

for each issue. Sometimes the ship-

ment is in a common cardboard con-

tainer—weight five or si.x pounds

—

round-trip cost, 60 cents.

"All shorts are now on acetate, and
while it is true that no figures are at

hand for feature shipments as yet, a
proportional saving is possible. Even
the application of this plan to short

subjects only would make a substan-

tial saving to the individual exhibitor.

"Incidentally, the fact that our gov-
ernment is greatly concerned over the

metal situation is another prime con-

sideration.

"There is no question that investi-

gation and experimentation should be
made. An immediate change might
not be feasible, because it has taken
some time to effect the present ace-

tate status.

"Such a reduction in weight would
certainly result in a most helpful econ-
omy in theatre operation—in overhead
reduction which we well know is

steadily becoming a more and more
necessary item in healthy theatre op-
eration," Reeve concluded.

Judgments Entered
(Continued from page 1)

Carmichaels, Pa., Rialto in Daisy-
town, Park, in Clarksville

;
Arcadia,

Marianna
;

Family Mather ; Circle,

Bobtown, all in Pennsylvania, and the

Grand Opera House in Buckhannon,
West Virginia. Judgments entered in

the various actions with interest,

aggregated $21,064.

Reed, Smith, Shaw and McClay of

Pittsburgh, and Montgomery, Thomp-
son and Baily of Waynesburg, repre-

sented the distributors, with Sargoy
and Stein of Xew York, of counsel.

Loew's Decree
{Continued from page 1)

policy of giving the industry a chance
to look over the decree in advance
of the court hearing.

l^^ew's decree is the last one sought
by the Department of Justice against

major companies in its drive to divorce

exhibition from distribution and pro-

duction.

the U.S.A., a Los Angeles group
that had attacked Kramer as

being "notorious for his Red-
slanted, Red-starred films."

Eric Johnston, president of the Mo-
tion Picture Association of America,

yesterday commended the three Hol-
lywood organizations for hitting back

at self-appointed groups which irre-

sponsibly attack the film industry.

"This is a policy which the whole
industry will pursue with vigor," said

Johnston.

'Resent False Attacks'

"Our industry never objects to hon-
est criticism but we do resent false

attacks.

"One of the things of which Holly-

wood is proudest is the fact that in

none of the investigations has there

been any evidence of Communist
propaganda in motion pictures.

"Our industry is proud of this

WB on Skiatron
(Continued from page 1)

policy. Another point in his argu-
ment was the question of what has
happened to Phonevision since its

Chicago test in January. Phonevision,
like other systems, such as Skiatron
and Telemeter, of which Paramount
owns a half interest, are still awaiting
the FCC's declaration of policy.

Paramount Only One
Of the major companies. Paramount

is the only one to date to publicly an-
nounce its intentions of supplying
films for the Skiatron test. Para-
mount felt it would be "discrimina-
tory" not to participate in the

Skiatron demonstration after it had
supplied film for the Phonevision test.

Twentieth Century-Fox and Univer-
sal, which did not furnish films for

Phonevision, indicated that they will

not participate in the Skiatron test.

RKO Pictures said it was considering

Skiatron's bid.

On the issue of the sale of films to

home television, the Warner Brothers
spokesman stated he saw no change
in the company's policy in the near
future of not supplying pictures for

television. Similiar statements were
made by 20th-Fox, Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer, RKO Pictures, Columbia, and
Universal, in response to a call by
Jack Kirsch, president of Illinois

Allied, that all major companies
announce their "films-for-TV" posi-

tion.

Distribution Effort
{Continued from page 1)

the presentation of advertising, pub-
licity and exploitation plans today.
During the past three days, branch

and division managers have been
holding round table discussions based
on material and statistics brought in

from the field to set uj; an exchange
of merchandising ideas for the im-
])rovement of business throughout the
country.

Planning was done for the year's

line-up of pictures, which Lichtman
had i)resented to them in previous
sessions of the convention.

During the sessions yesterday, dis-

cussions were led by Lichtman, W. C.
Gehring, executive assistant general
sales manager ; and Edwin W. Aaron
and Arthur Silverstone, assistant gen-
eral sales managers.

record. It is proud of its American-
ism."

In a wire sent yesterday to Kramer
in Hollywood for the Council of Mo-
tion Picture Organizations, Arthur L.

Mayer, COMPO executive vice-pres-

ident, said

:

"Please be assured Council of Mo-
tion Picture Organizations heartily

indorses your courageous action

against Los Angeles pressure group

and pledges its wholehearted support

to help you fight this issue to success-

ful conclusion. Combatting false ac-

cusations against patriotism of motion
picture industry is one of COMPO's
major activities, notwithstanding par-

tial reports of COMPO's public rela-

tions program which may have given

contrary impression. If there is any-

thing we can do to help you in this

action please feel free to call on us.

You are at liberty to make any use

you desire of this message."

Greene Group Claim
(Continued from page 1)

tion of the proxies is expected to be

completed. The Greene spokesman
here, while acknowledging that he did

not know the exact number of proxies

for the Greene group, claimed that the

results thus far indicate that Greene
will win two seats on the board of

directors. He further claimed that was
what the Greene group sought when it

began its proxy battle for "representa-

tion" on the board.

With Sol A. Schwartz, RKO The-
atres president, and other company ex-

ecutives already in Dover, comment
from management on the Greene claim

of winning two seats could not be

obtained. In addition to selecting a

board, the stockholders will vote on
management's proposal to increase the

board from five to six members.
Following election of the board, the

directors are expected to meet shortly

afterwards to elect officers of the com-
pany. Present officers are slated to be

reelected even if the Greene opposition

group wins two seats because a major-
ity control would still rest with the

management group and trustees for the

Howard Hughes' RKO Theatres
stock.

Peerless Deals
Over $500,000

Contracts to show 26 Peerless fea-

tures on television have been signed

in Los Angeles, San Francisco, Salt

Lake City, Dayton, Chicago, Atlanta,

Cleveland, Philadelphia and Milwau-
kee, George T. Shupert, vice-president

of Peerless Television Productions,

Inc., has announced.
The deals for the old films, it was

added, have already passed the $500,000
mark.

Drive-In Meet Set
For Kansas City
Kansas City. Jan. 9.—National

Drive-in Theatre Owners convention is

set for March 4-6 here in conjunction

with the annual spring convention for

both outdoor and conventional theatre

owners of the Allied Independent
Theatre Owners of Kansas and Mis-
souri. Events will be at Continental
Hotel, including the equipment show.

Keller, M.M., head of the Christopher

movement, will be the principal speak-

er at the breakfast which will be held

in the Waldorf Astoria.

The Communion Breakfast idea,

which originated in the New York
area last year, this year has spread to

Toronto and Los Angeles. Industry

employes in the Toronto area will

hold their Breakfast in the Royal
York Hotel on the same date as the

New York group. The Los Angeles

Breakfast is set for February.

The sponsoring committee in the

New York area, composed of repre-

sentatives of each company and or-

ganization in the industry, includes

:

Frank J. Alford, William E. Barry,

Martin Bennett, Marguerite Bour-

dette, Frank Bryan, Frank E. Cahill,

Jr., Francis X. Carroll, Pat Casey,

John Confort, Robert W. Coyne,

Thomas Crehan, William Cronin,

Jack F. Dailey, John Dervin, Edward
C. Dowden, Joseph Eagan, James M.
Franey, Joseph M. Geoghan, Edmund
C. Grainger, James R. Grainger, Wil-.

liam J. Heineman, Walter F. J. Hig-

gins, John Hughes, James D. Ivers,

John Kane, Austin C. Keough, Mrs.

James Looram.
Also, Thomas J. Martin, Peter J.

Mooney, Paul C. Mooney, Sr., James
A. Mulvey, John F. Murphy, William

P. Murphy, Thomas Murtha, Joseph

A. McConville, Joseph McMahon,
William J. McShea, L. Douglas

Netter, Jr., John J. O'Connor,

Thomas F. O'Connor, Paul D.

O'Brien, Robert H. O'Brien, Joyce

O'Hara, Edward K. O'Shea, Martin

Quigley, Charles M. Reagan, George

J. Schaefer, Bert Sanford, Edwin J.

Smith Jr., Gael Sullivan, Nick

Tronolone, Frank C. Walker, Rich-

ard F. Walsh, William A. White,

Rev. Patrick J. Masterson.

68 Players
(Continued from» page 1)

Richard Morris, Jane Nigh, Molly

Picon, Jacob Kalich, Mala Powers,

Jan Sterling, Beverly Tyler, Bob
Norris, Buddy Thilman, Jimmy Cook,

Jack Statham, Jimmy Saunders and

Keith Andes.
Alaska : Ray Milland, Jean Darling,

George Dolenz, Virginia Hall, Leonid

Kinksey, Irene Martin, Ava Norring,

Akim Tamiroff, Gloria Foster, Harry
Kahne, Vivian Marshall, Channing
Pollock, Joyce Wellington, Oliver

Harris, Chich Mercado, Robin De-

vour and Bill Loyd.

Europe-Africa : Keenan Wynn, Li-

onel Ascher, Betty Butler, Carleton

Carpenter, Carolina Cotton, Arthur

Loew, Jr., Walter Pidgeon, Barbara

Ruick, Audrey Totter, Robert Tucker

and Elsie Gould.
Caribbean : Bob Hawk, Richard Al-

len, Harry Brown, Harry Tyler,

Joyce McKenzie, Helene Stanley,

Beverly Taylor, Shirley Taylor, Patti

Taylor, Raymond Walburn, Joy
Windsor, Zachary Scott, Frank D'-

Amore, Frank Nelson, Edward Edell,

Edgar Roemheld, Maurice Diefen-

bach, Kenneth Hume, Pat Moran,
Frank Rio and Larry Rio.

Cold Cuts Grosses
Salt Lake City, Jan. 9. •— Cold

weather, in some places 40 below zero,

plus ice and snow, has cut theatre at-

tendance in the Salt Lake exchange

area. At Fairview, Utah, the roof

of the Fairview Theatre was crushed.
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Reviews
"Room for One MoreJim LfL ure^*
(Warner Brothers)

A MERRY TALE of family life made boisterous and unpredictable by a
brood of five bouncing youngsters is essayed in "Room for One More."

The picture is delightfully different and refreshing and is endowed with
solid entertainment substance. Its appeal is for all members of the family
and as such it should do very well at the box-office.

Cary Grant and Betsy Drake enjoy the leads as the parents of three
children. Miss Drake plays the mother whose heart is much bigger than
her sense of practicality. Thus every stray dog or cat finds a haven in her
house. As for children, she decides to adopt one more and then still another.

Thus the household throbs with activity, confusion and an assortment of

dramatic problems. As the man of the family, Grant manages to save him-
self from the enveloping madness by a hearty sense of humor.

An immense contribution to the picture's lusty humor is made by George
Winslow, a mere wisp of a youngster, who utters mature expressions in a

deep-throated voice.

Entanglements ensue in the screenpla^^ by Melville Shavelson and Jack
Rose, when Miss Drake adapts Iris Mann, a disturbed adolescent. Another
family crisis develops when Miss Drake adopts Clifford Tatum, Jr., a

cripple described as retarded.

The story relates to incidents which go toward the rehabilitation of both

^•oungsters. In the course of this there are many heart-warming moments.
As the two other children in the story who bring the total to five, Malcolm
Cassell and Larry Olsen provide their share of mirthful confusion. Grant
delivers a running series of popping gags, some quite on the sophisticated

side.

Henry Blanke produced and Norman Taurog directed.

Running time, 98 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

Jan. 26. Mandel Herbstman

'Pals of the Golden West''
(Republic)

ROY ROGERS plays a crack border patrol trouble-shooter who has his

hands full with criminals smuggling cattle across the Mexican border

and thus creating the threat of the hoof and mouth disease. The picture has its

full quota of flights, pursuits, fisticuffs and gunplay, all of which should

amply satisfy the fans.

Against the background of the usual Western skullduggery, the story has

an angle of a crusading newspaper. Dale Evans plays the fearless reporter,

while Estelita Rodriguez plays the newspaper publisher and Pinky Lee the

clownish photographer. The heavies of the picture, played by Anthony Caruso

and Roy Barcroft, perform their smuggling under the cover of sandstorms.

A prolonged battle takes place before Rogers brings the culprits to justice.

For a time the motives of Rogers are misunderstood by Miss Evans but that

finally is straightened out. Edwardo Jimenez portrays the youngster orphaned

by the criminals.

Songs are provided by almost all of the principals, and among them are

"Pals of the Golden West," "You Never Know When Love May Come
Along," "Slumber Trail," and "Beyond the Great Divide."

William Witney directed from the screenplay by Albert DeMond and Eric

Taylor. Edward J. White was associate producer.

Running time, 68 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

Dec. 15 1951. Herbstman

in Brief
'Family Nights' No
Stimulant in Albany

Albany, N. Y., Jan. 9.—
"Family Nights" may be good

industry and community pub-

lic relations but they will not

raise grosses in areas like

Albany, said Charles A. Smak-
witz, Warner zone manager
here. He stated that the only

promotions of such type which
might benefit the box-office

would be "50th Wedding Anni-

versary Nights," "Old Fiddlers

Nights," and the like.

E. Pa. Head Reports

On Complaints
Philadelphia, Jan. 9.—Some 45 ex-

hibitors from this territory today heard

Eastern Pennsylvania Allied president

Sidney E. Samuelson detail an account

of his meetings with sales executives

of the film companies in New York

and with Department of Justice offi-

cials in Washington in an attempt to

halt alleged discrimination in film

rentals in this area. However, he re-

quested press representatives to keep

his report "off the record," alleging

that statements and commitments made
to him by the sales heads were confi-

dential and were in reply to specific

grievances outlined by him on the basis

of complaints from members of his

organization.

Cunningham in New
Columbia Ad Post
John Cunningham, who joined Co-

lumbia in Oct., 1950, as special assist-

ant for advertising to the advertising-

publicity director, has been named cre-

ative advertising manager by the

company.
Before joining Columbia Cunning-

ham was associated with the advertis-

ing agency of Huber, Hoge and Son.

Prior to that he was a member of

Warner Brothers advertising depart-

ment and has held posts with the Bu-
chanan Agency and with Donahue and

Coe.

Shumow Leaves W.B.;
Succeeded by Lefko

Chicago, Jan. 9.—A. Jack Shumow
has resigned as Chicago branch man-
ager for Warner Brothers Pictures, it

was announced here today. George
Lefko, veteran film executive who has

been Warner Brothers assistant branch

manager here since last March, has

been promoted to fill the vacancy left

by Shumow's resignation.

L. J. Malcolmson Dies
Toronto, Jan. 9.—L. J. Malcolmson,

father of Mrs. James R. Nairn, died

in Toronto Western General Hospital

after a brief illness. Born in Hamil-
ton, Ont., in 1870, he was identified

with theatres there before moving
here in 1935. Ixirs. Nairn is the wife

of the advertising director of Famous
Players Canadian Corp.

DresselVs Mother Dies
Stockton,. Cal., Jan. 9.—Mrs. Sara

Dressell, 64, mother of C. Fay
Dressell, RKO Radio's branch man-
ager in Minneapolis, died here follow-

ing a holiday visit to her son. Dressell

is accompanying the body to Minne-
apolis for burial.

Meet on UK Ticket

Tax in London
London, Jan. 9.—The four trade

organizations, representing producers,

distributors, exhibitors and specialized

film producers, have been invited by

Customs and Excise authorities to

meet tomorrow for a discussion of

the entertainment tax.

Cinematograph Exhibitors Associa-

tion is the only one of the four which

has presented suggestions for changes

in the tax in advance of the meeting.

Fernando Gimenez, 53
Fernando Gimenez, 53, who has

been in charge of the Spanish titling

department of the foreign division of

RKO Radio since 1935, died Tuesday

afternoon at his home in New York
after a prolonged illness.

Prior to joining RKO he was a

free-lance translator and title writer.

Surviving are the widow, Catherine,

and two children. Funeral services

will be conducted tomorrow from the

Walter B. Cooke Tremont Avenue
funeral home.

DeMille Sees AFRA
Handicap Dissolved

Cecil B. DeMille, here from Holly-

wood for the opening today at

Radio City Music Hall of his Para-
mount production, "The Greatest

Show on Earth," said he believed that

under the Taft-Hartley Law he is en-

titled to return to radio as a regular

performer without making any con-

cessions to the American Federation

of Radio Artists which a few years

ago barred him from membership
when he refused to pay an assessment

intended for use in a political cam-
paign.

Asked why he had not returned to

radio as a regular performer, DeMille
replied : "No one has invited me." He
referred to a program sponsor.

Part of DeMille's personal promo-
tion effort in behalf of "The Greatest

Show on Earth" will be given over

to radio broadcasts. He explained

that this in no way alters his long-

standing dispute with AFRA since he
will not receive compensation for the

broadcasts.

Snader Sales, Inc., has opened its

fifth major sales office in Cleveland
with the appointment of Robert Blair

as sales representative for the Ohio
Valley area.

Blair is a former market research

field executive and media buyer. Prior

to joining Snader, he was regional

manager of the Midwest territory for

Iron Age and is now president of the

Northeastern Ohio Chapter of the

American Marketing Association.
•

Cincinnati, Jan. 9.—The report

on the National Collegiate Athletic

Association's experimental television

program is due to be announced here
this week at the annual NCAA meet-
ing at the Netherland Plaza.

•

Cleveland, Jan. 9.—Election of of-

ficers of Local B-5, lATSE for a
two-year term, 1952-1954 resulted in

the return of John C. Wein as presi-

dent for the 12th term since the local

was organized in 1937. Others elected

are : Vice-president, George Sendry

;

recording secretary, Oscar Adelman

;

financial secretary and treasurer, Har-
ry Lyman ; business agent, John Wein.
The executive board consists of Joe

Bernstein, Justin Compton, Oscar
Adelman, Harry Schoenberg, Frank
DeFranko, George Sendry and Pearl
Geib.

•

Camden, N. J., Jan. 9.—The ap-
pointment of HolHs D. Bradbury as

national manager of film recording
sales of the RCA Engineering Prod-
ucts Department was disclosed here
by RCA. A veteran of 24 years in

the engineering, service and sales

activities of RCA, he was formerly
Eastern manager of film recording
sales, with headquarters in New York.
At the same time, RCA appointed

Everett Miller of Bronxville, N. Y.,

to succeed Bradbury as Eastern man-
ager of film recording sales.

•

Twentieth Century-Fox will give a
special party for children of trade

press representatives, magazine and
newspaper contacts, columnists and
radio and TV personalities Saturday
afternoon at the 20th Century-Fox
Little Theatre here in connection with
the visit of Loretta North, winner of

the title "Miss Kangaroo" in an
Australian beauty contest that was
held there in conjunction with the

production of "Kangeroo."
•

Toronto, Jan. 9.—The "Curtain at

8 :30" policy for special film produc-
tions every Thursday night with all

seats reserved at 75 cents has been in-

troduced at 45 theatres in Ontario,

this being the idea evolved by Nat
Taylor, president of 20th Century
Theatres, and his wife^ Yvonne Tay-
lor, who operates the International

and Towne Cinemas as art theatres

here. Candy bars and popcorn ma-
chines are closed for the "high-hat"
performances and theatre managers
will wear dinner jackets.

Left £415,448
London, Jan. 9. — The personal

estate of Mrs. Catherine S. Maxwell,
widow of John Maxwell, former As-
sociated British Picture Corp. chair-

man, was valued at £415,448 ($1,163,-

254) in her just-published will. Mrs.
Maxwell's daughter is the wife of Sir

Philip Warter, present A.B.P.C.
chairman.
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TEN CENTS

Greene Wins
RKO Theatres

Board Fight

I Elects 2 and Claims 3rd

^
Should Also Have Won

Election of David J. Greene and

A. Louis Oresman, a Greene can-

didate, to the expanded board of

directors of RKO Theatres Corp.

was announced here j^esterday at the

conclusion of the first annual meeting
5 of the company's stockholders in

Dover, Del.

Others elected to the board were

:

Sol. A. Schwartz, Edward C. Raftery,

Ben-Fleming Sessel and William J.

Wardall, all candidates of management
and the Irving Trust Co., trustees of

Howard Hughes RKO Theatres stock.

Wall Street financial advisor Greene
won his fight for representation on the

board after a lively proxy contest with
management, highlighted by charges

and countercharges and a proxy count

which began Dec. 16.

The conclusion of the meeting saw
{Continued on page 3)

Schwartz Reelected

CMPEA President

Cleveland, Jan. 10. — Ernest
Schwartz today was reelected by ac-

clamation president of Cleveland Mo-
tion Picture Exhibitors Association

[for the 18th straight term. Others re-

elected unanimously were vice-presi-

dent Albert E. Ptak and secretary-

treasurer Ted Vermes.
Henry Greenberger, Howard Reif,

Ma.x Lefkoich, Ted Vermes and Frank
Porozinski were renamed to the board

3f directors.

'Greatest Show' Is

Great Box-OMce
More than $20,000 was

racked up for the opening day
of "The Greatest Show on
Earth" at Radio City Music
Hall here yesterday. Neither
rain nor snow kept the cus-
tomers away.
The excellent gross is com-

parable to the opening day
business registered for such
outstanding money - making
films as "The Great Caruso,"
"Showboat" and "An Ameri-
can in Paris," the manage-
ment reported.

Einfeld Outlines A New
Product Promotion Plan

Greater implementation of the 20th Centurj'-Fox policy of merging
sales and advertising efforts will stem from a new plan of point-of-con-

tact showmanship revealed here yesterday by Charles Einfeld, vice-

president, to delegates attending the company's annual sales convention,
being held at the home office. The
convention will conclude today.

Closely interwoven with the studio's

production pace, currently far in ad-
vance of schedule for the 1952 sea-

son, the delegates were urged by Ein-
feld to present a campaign plan to the

exhibitor for each picture at the
moment the deal is consummated.

Einfeld stated that all campaigns
would be ready long in advance of the

release of each picture enabling the
sales force to present to their cus-

tomers all necessary facts and infor-

mation for long-rang-e planning.
"Your job doesn't end when the

contract is signed or the booking is

made," Einfeld told the sales chiefs.

"Through our planning you will be
ready to go further in your policy of

(Continned on page 3)

Harvey Awaits More

Replies on His Bid

San Francisco, Jan. 10. — Rotus
Harvey, president of the Pacific Coast
Conference of Independent Theatre
Owners, on being cjuestioned about his

response to Allied States Association
general counsel and board chairman
Abram F. Myers' rejection of his call

for a meet on arbitration in New-
York ne.xt month, said he would make
no comment until he received an an-
swer to a wire he sent to Trueman
Rembusch, Allied president and
Mitchell Wolfson, president of The-

(Continned on page 3)

'Dimes' Trailer to

Theatres Next Week
A 1952 March of Dimes trailer,

"You'll Never Walk Alone," starring
Howard Keel in acting and singing
roles and featuring a song of the
show's title written by Richard
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, will

be distributed next week to all thea-

tres throughout the country by
(.Continued on page 3)

$429,840 Net for

Walt Disney in '51

Los .\ngeles, Jan. 10.—Consoli-
dated net profit of Walt Disney Pro-
ductions in the vear ended Sept. 29,

1951, was $429,840, equal after pre-
ferred dividends to 65 cents a share on
652,840 common shares outstanding,
president Roy O. Disney said today
in his annual report to shareholders.

(Continued on page 3)

Theatre Telecasting of
Roxy Stage Shows Seen
The use of the New York Roxy stage as a production center for "live"

theatre telecasts in this area was envisioned here yesterday by David
T. Katz, recently appointed general manager of the 20th Century-Fox
Broadway showcase.

Katz said that with the advent of

Eidophor, the 20th-Fox-CBS color

theatre television system, the Ro.xy
stage shows could be piped into other
large-screen television systems in area
theatres. Such plans, he added, were
in line with the thinking of Spyros P.
Skouras, 20th-Fox president, and
Charles P. Skouras, ])resident of Na-
tional Theatres, the company which
probably will gain title to the theatre

following the reorganization of the

company according to the terms of the

consent decree.

Katz, who assumed his post follow-

ing the retirement earlier in the month
(Continued oh page 3)

Video Seen as Big

AFM Contract Issue

The television clause will be one of

the major topics of discussion at next
week's meeting in Florida between
James C. Petrillo, president of the
American Federation of Alusicians,

and heads of motion picture compa-
nies.

This was learned from a Petrillo

spokesman yesterday as company
{Continued on page 3)

2,092,783 'U'

m
p $736,897

Compares with Net of
$1,355,886 in 1950

Before taxes and write-offs. Uni-
versal Pictures earned $8,823,783
last year.

The company reports a consoli-
dated net profit of $2,092,783 for the
year (53 weeks) ended Nov. 3, 1951,
after provision of $3,300,000 for Fed-
eral taxes on income and excess prof-
its and after a provision of $500,000
for contingent liabilities. These fig-

ures are subject to year-end audit ad-
justments. After deducting dividends
on the preferred stock, the net is

equivalent to $1.92 per share on
960,498 shares of common stock out-
standing.

For the preceding year (52 weeks),
consolidated net profit was $1,355,886,
after provision of $950,000 for Federal
taxes, equivalent, after dividends on
the preferred stock, to $1.14 per share

{Continued on page

Broidy Cites 15-20%

Business Increase

Hollywood, Jan. 10.— .A. 15 to 20
per cent sales-response increase above
that of last year is indicated by re-
ports on advance bookings from the
company's exchanges on the second
annual "National Afonogram Week,"
Feb. 10-16, according to Steve Broidy,
president.

"Monogram Week" of 1951 was the
most profitable sales period in the his-

tory of the then 20-year-old company,
it was said.

Personnel of all exchanges, nuniber-
{Coutiniied on page 3)

Roxy to Be 1st
With Eidophor
Following the demonstra-

tion of 20th Century-Fox's
Swiss Eidophor—CBS theatre
television system at Fox
Movietone studios here next
month, the equipment will be
installed in the Roxy Theatre
within about 30 days, David
T. Katz, general manager of
the theatre, said yesterday.

Katz said the equipmerft is

now in transit from Z'urich,
Switzerland.
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See MPIC Support
In Kramer Action

Hollywood, Jan. 10.— The
Motion Picture Industry
Council, which meets next
Wednesday night, is expected
then to add its endorsement
to Stanley Kramer's action

against the Wage Earners
Committee. The AFL Film
Council, member of MPIC,
already has signified affir-

mation, with other council
components expected to do
likewise.

Kramer this week filed a

$1,000,000 libel suit against
the WEC which had attacked
the producer of "Death of A
Salesman" as being "notori-
ous for his Red-slanted, Red-
starred films." Several other
film organizations have ral-

lied to Kramer's support.

Personal Mention

NCAA Committee
For TV Restrictions
The television committee of the

National Collegiate Athletic Associa-

tion recommended in its report yester-

day to the NCAA convention in

Cincinnati that the televising of col-

lege football games in 1952 be contin-

ued in approximately the same con-

trolled form as was followed in 1951.

The nine-man committee came to

this conclusion on the basis of a pre-

liminary analysis of the $50,000 survey

made by the National Opinion Re-
search Center of the 1951 "experimen-
tal" 20-game program, which showed
that T\ cut attendance at the games.

JOHN P. BYRNE, M-G-M East-

ern sales manager, will be in Al-

bany Monday from Buffalo for several

days, and will visit New Haven, Bos-

ton and Philadelphia before returning

to New York.
•

James Sturgess, chief projectionist

of Famous Players' Shea's Theatre,

has been re-elected president of the

Toronto Operators' Union No. 173,

lATSE.
•

George Bilson, RKO Radio short

subjects producer, will leave Holly-

wood for New York at the end of the

month.
•

Harold W. Freedman, Metropoli-

tan New York theatre owner, will

leave here today for a 10-day visit to

the Coast.

•

Boyd Fry, manager of Loew's
Grand, Atlanta, and his wife announce
the birth of a daughter.

Robert Unger, manager of the

Sage Theatre, Winnemucca, Nev., an-

nounces the birth of a son.

•

Hap Barnes of the ABC booking
office in Atlanta, has returned there

from a visit to Texas.
•

John Kirby, Warner Brothers

Southern district manager, is back at

work after suffering a broken arm.

Kramer Relents on
Non-TV Contract

Hollywood, Jan. 10. — Stanley

Kramer's policy of not employing
borrowed players with non-television

clauses in the contracts of their em-
ploying studios will be relaxed to cover

the case of Kurt Kasznar, whose en-

gagement to play the role in "Happy
Time" which he played on the stage

was cancelled last weekend, the

Kramer office confirmed. This will be

the sole exception to the rule, how
ever, it was asserted.

Fashion Preview for

20th-Fox's 'Zapata'
Twentieth Century-Fox's "Viva Za-

pata!" will receive a multiple promo-
tional launching on Monday evening,

when more than 400 representatives

of newspaper fashion department store

merchandising, and syndicate and

magazine press gather at the Toots

Shor Restaurant here for a combined
fashion show, dinner, and preview of

the Darryl F. Zanuck production.

It is to be sponsored jointly by 20th

and Kay Windsor Frocks.

Fire in Pierre House
Omaha, Jan. 10.—The State The-

atre, the largest in Pierre, X. D., suf-

fered extensive damage when a blaze

broke out in the basement after the

theatre was closed.

CECIL B. DE MILLE will leave

here Sunday for Atlanta for a

week's stay.
•

Max Weinberg, M-G-M's Eastern
short subjects representative, will

speak on "Films in Education" at the

Arts Seminar to be sponsored by the

Child Education Foundation on Tues-
day.

•

Guy Glover, executive producer of

the National Film Board of Canada,
has been appointed adjudicator for the

Canadian Ballet Festival, to be held

May 5-10.
•

Charles Woodward, formerly in

the booking department of 20th Cen-
tury-Fox in Atlanta, is now in the

Republic booking department there.
•

Martin Davis of Samuel Gold-
wyn's publicity office in New York,
currently in Washington, will leave

that city for Macon, Ga., next Thurs-
day, and will then proceed to Miami.

•

Bill Brower has been appointed a
Universal-International sales repre-
sentative, with Florida as his head-
quarters.

•

Rube Lewis, business agent of Lo-
cal No. 84, lATSE, Hartford, is in

Florida on vacation.
•

Bernard Smith, producer, will ar-

rive here today from Hollywood.

U-Ps 'Bend* Stars
Leave for Premiere
The first contingent of stars and

featured players who will attend the

world premiere of Universal-Interna-

tional's color in Technicolor produc-
tion, "Bend of the River," in Port-

land on Jan. 22-23 will leave Holly-
wood by plane on Sunday.

Julia Adams, Rock Hudson and
Lori Nelson comprise the advance
group which will tour a dozen cities

in Washington and Oregon before

winding up in Portland. The second
contingent, headed by William Goetz,

in charge of production, and James
Stewart, will leave for Portland Jan.

21. This group will include producer
Aaron Rosenberg, director Anthony
Mann, studio publicity director Al
Horwits, Jay C. Flippen, Chubby
Johnson, Susan Cabot, Suzan Ball and
a number of others.

Boys* Club to Honor
Skouras and Hayden
A dinner honoring George P.

Skouras and J. Willard Hayden,
principal benefactors of the Boys'

Club of Queens, will be given at the

Hotel Astor here on Thursday eve-

ning, Jan. 17, it was announced yes-

terday by Meyer J. Baranco, presi-

dent of the club.

Skouras, on behalf of Skouras
Theatres, has donated the land for a

Boys' Club of Queens, and Hayden,
through the Hayden Foundation, has

pledged a conditional gift of $500,000

for the erection of a building.

McKenna Resigns
Souvaine Sales Post
John McKenna has resigned as

Eastern district sales manager of

Souvaine Selective Pictures, effective

today. He will announce his future
plans in a few days. A successor has
not as yet been selected.

Souvaine to Open Office in
Pittsburgh, Its Eighth

James Hendel, division manager of

Souvaine Pictures, on Monday will

open the newest Souvaine office, in

Pittsburgh, the eighth in a list which
includes San Francisco, Los Angeles,
Chicago, New York, Boston, Atlanta
and Cleveland.

Brown Is Named UA
Cleveland Manager
Manny Brown, film salesman for

United Artists in Buffalo, has been
promoted to manager of the Cleveland
exchange by William J. Heineman,
UA sales vice-president.

Brown replaces Sid Cooper, who
shifts to New Haven as branch mana-
ger, filling the spot formerly occupied
by Joe Callahan, who takes over in

Western Massachusetts block, work-
ing out of the Boston exchange under
Harry Segal.

M-G-M Appoints Bailey
Charlotte, Jan. 10.—Tom Bailey

has been appointed assistant manager
of the M-G-M branch in Charlotte. It

is a new post.

COMPO Has Space
For Newspapermen

Office space in the head-
quarters here of the Council
of Motion Picture Organiza-
tions has been made available
to out-of-town newspapermen
visit' ng New York.

In a letter sent yesterday
to all "Movietime U. S. A."
publicity chairmen through-
out the country, COMPO sug-
gested that newspaper writ-
ers contemplating a trip to
New York be advised that
they will be welcome at the
COMPO offices, where work-
ing facilities will be provided.

William P. Covert,
lATSE TP/ Dies

Toronto, Jan. 10.—William P. Co-
vert, second vice-president of lATSE,
died here yesterday. He had been ill

with a heart condition for a long
period. A member of Toronto Oper-
ators Local No. 173 since it was f
chartered in 1910, he had been its

'
business agent since 1917, the same
year in which he became an lATSE
vice-president.

Services will be held Monday at
Bayview, Ont. President Richard F.
Walsh and other officers will repre-
sent the lATSE at the funeral.

Mildred Sears
Mildred Sears, wife of Richard

(Dick) Sears, formerly associated
with Universal Newsreel as camera-
man for the New England district,
died here yesterday. Besides Sears,
she leaves one daughter.
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Einfeld Outlines New Plan
(Continued from page 1)

RKO Theatres Are
Engaging Top

Stage Attractions

Three top stage attractions, the

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, the mu-
sical comedy, "Gentlemen Prefer
Blondes," and the comedy team of

Alartin and Lewis, have been set for

engagements at various RKO theatres,

supporting the policy of RKO officials

to present important stage attractions

whenever they are available. Most
RKO theatres are adaptable to stage
offerings, many of them at one time
or another having "in person" shows.
William Howard, vice-president of

RKO Theatres, says negotiations are

under wav for more top stage

attractions.

Films will not appear on any of the

bills. The Ballet Russe will perform
nights only ; "Gentlemen Prefer
Blondes" will be performed on three

evenings and one afternoon ; Martin
and Lewis will play continuously.

The Ballet Russe will be presented

at the RKO Lincoln in Trenton on
Feb. 1 ; RKO Albee, Providence, on
Feb. 12; RKO Keith's, Syracuse,

Feb. 18, and the RKO Palace,

Rochester, Feb. 20.
,

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis will

play the RKO Albee, Cincinnati,

starting March 1, in one of the few-

personal appearance of the team in

the Midwest this season.

"Gentlemen Prefer Blondes," the

Herman Levin-Oliver Smith musical

comedy, will open at the RKO Palace,

Columbus, on March 18. Carol Chan-
ning, and others of the original cast,

will be in the production.

RKO Theatres Tilt
{Continued from page 1)

no end to the charges. Greene's at-

torney Isadore J. Kresel released a

statement from Dover claiming the in-

spector of election should be disquali-

fied for his unfairness. Kresel further

claimed that 150,000 challenged ballots

were ruled adversely to the Greene
group, depriving it of a third member
on the board.

According to the count released by
the Greene group, management gar-

nered 1,085,124 votes; the opposition,

1,341,058, while the Irving Trust Co.

controlled the 929,000 votes of Howard
Hughes. The number of shares issued

and outstanding were put at 3,914,913.

Management's proposal to increase

the present board from five to six

members was approved at the Dover
meet with the opposition abstaining

from' voting.

The new board of directors is ex-

pected to meet shortly to elect officers

of the company. Despite the two seats

won by Greene, the opposition will re-

main in the minority, thus virtually

assuring the re-election of present of-

ficers of the company.

Postpone Hearing
In Grainger Case
The hearing on E. C. Grainger's

motion in his contract dispute with
Shea luiterprises was postponed in

New York Supreme Court from yes-

terday to Jan. 24.

Grainger was dismissed as general
manager of the company last week.
He is seeking arbitration of his dispute

with management as provided in his

contract.

sound customer relations to offer an
exploitation foundation upon which to

build a campaign that can grow with

ample time for its penetration."

Einfeld will supplement the sales

force's efforts through a staff of

"project officers," all of whom will

be traveling throughout the country

setting publicity and exploitation on
individual pictures. In addition, the

company's field exploiteers will pro-

vide on-the-spot aid to engagements
in their own divisions, thus giving

each film three-fold backing in its

presentation to the public.

Yesterday's session was devoted to

a presentation by the advertising,

publicity and exploitation department

of plans covering the first half of the

year.

Einfeld and his aides offered adver-

tising, publicity plans and exploitation

ideas both accomplished and in the

Universal Profit
(Continued from page 1)

on the common. The 1951 net was
$736,897 higher than the 1950 net.

During 1951 the company reduced

its indebtedness under a 1950 bank
credit by $1,741,000, to $3,312,000. It

also acquired $L190,000 principal

amount of its 3-)4 per cent debentures,

reducing the amount in the hands of

the public to $3,205,000 at the fiscal

year-end. The total reduction in these

two items during the year was
$2,931,000.

Has Reduced Debt

During the past three fiscal years

the company has reduced the aggre-

gate of its domestic bank debt and
per cent debentures from $15,815,-

000 to $6,517,000, a reduction of close

to $9,300,000.

The company closed its fiscal year

with a cash balance of approximately

$6,750,000, which represents an in-

crease of over $1,000,000 as compared
witli its cash balance at the end of

the previous year. It also held

$2,200,000 U.S. tax notes in its treas-

ury which were acquired during the

year. Net working captital amounted
to over $26,500,000 on Nov. 3, 1951.

Since the end of the fiscal year, the

company resumed dividends on the

common stock by the payment of a

60-cent year-end dividend, paid last

Dec. 19.

Reported Last December

An estimated $64,783,789 world
gross for 1951 was reported by Uni-
versal-International last December to

the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion. This compares with $55,121,861

for 1950.

At the same time the company re-

ported also that its estimated world
gross for the quarter ended Nov. 3,

1951, was $20,750,000, compared to

$16,450,000 for the corresponding
period of 1950.

Mesihov Is Head of
Paramount Pep Club

Sid Mesibov, exploitation manager,
has been elected president of Para-
mount Pictures Club for 1952.

Other officers include Paul .\cker-

man, vice-president ; Herbert Smidt,

treasurer; Ida Miller, secretary, and
Mary Brady, to the board of govern-
ors. The retiring president is .Albert

Deane.

making on "Decision Before Dawn,"
"Japanese War Bride," "The Model
and the Marriage Broker," "David
and Bathsheba," "Phone Call from A
Stranger," "Red Skies of Montana,"
"5 Fingers," "Return of the Texan,"
"Viva Zapata !," "With A Song in

My Heart," "Pride of St. Louis,"
"Belles On Their Toes," "Lydia
Bailey" and "Kangaroo."
Among the department members

who addressed the delegates were
Rodney Bush, Alec Moss, Stirling

Silliphant, Martin Michel, Ed Sulli-

van, Ed Solomon, Earl Wingart, Ma.x
Stein, Dena Justin, Will Yolen, Blake
McVeigh and Leo Pillot.

Leslie Whelan, director of adver-
tising-publicity for 20th-Fox Inter-

national, and Roger Ferri, editor of

Dynamo, also presented material
pertinent to their particular oper-
ations.

Walt Disney Net
{Continued from page 1)

This compared with a profit of $717,-

542, equal to $1.06 a common share,

in the preceding year.

Gross income for 1951 amounted to

$6,287,539, compared with $7,293,849
the year before. Disney explained that

the 1951 gross reflects only slightly

the returns from the company's high-
est cost feature, "Alice in Wonder-
land," released in July, since first cash
returns were received only one week
before the fiscal year ended. In the

preceding year, gross income benefited

heavily from receipts of "Cinderella,"

released in Feb., 1950.

The company redeemed all of its

outstanding preferred stock on Jan. 1,

1951, at the redemption price of $25
per share, plus accrued dividends.

Outstanding debentures were re-

duced bv $40,110 and on Sept. 29 last

totaled $660,210, a reduction of

$703,990 from the original obligation

of $1,364,200 in 1945. A long-term
serial loan, which originally was
$1,000,000 in 1948, was reduced by
$279,224 during the vear, amounting
to $57,085 at the year-end. This bal-

ance was paid off in December, 1951,

when revenues from publications, the

sole security for the loan, exceeded
expectations.

Roxy Shown
{Continued from page 1)

of A. J. Balaban, said he planned no
major changes for the house. The
theatre has found best results with ex-

ploitation and musical films, he went
on.

Talks have been initiated, he dis-

closed, to have Tallulah Bankhead's
radio show on the stage of the Roxy
every Sunday evening. They have not
approached the contract stage, he
added.
Other personalities which he is try-

ing to date include Sid Caesar and
Milton Berle, who hit a record for the

house when he appeared there last

summer. Katz also expressed interest

in obtaining the Junior Sadler Wells
Ballet and the New York Philhar-

monic Orchestra.

He also disclosed that plans are now
being made to celebrate the 25tli anni-

versary of the Roxy, on March 11.

The only personality booked at this

stage, Katz explained, was Dorothy
Lamour who will appear at the Roxy
in mid-February.
The line-up of pictures which will

take Roxy bookings up to spring in-

clude : "Phone Call from a Stranger,"

"Five Fingers," "Red Skies of Mon-
tana," "Belles On Their Toes," and
"With A Song in My Heart," all 20th-

Fox productions.

AFM Contract Talks
{Continued from page 1)

heads prepared to leave here and the

Coast for Miami Beach, where the

talks on the projected new contract

will be held Wednesday and Thurs-
day at the Lombardi Hotel.

John J. O'Connor, vice-president of

Universal, who is slated to represent

his company, said the AFM contract

negotiations will be the order of busi-

ness and if other industry problems
are discussed it will be incidental to

the purpose of the meeting.
Spyros P. Skouras, president of

20th Century-Fox, will depart here on
Monday. Others slated to attend are

:

Ned E. Depinet, RKO Pictures presi-

dent ; Albert Warner, vice-president

of Warner Brothers
; Jack Cohn, ex-

ecutive vice-president of Columbia
Pictures ; Nicholas M. Schenck, Loew's
president, and Y. Frank Freeman,
Paramount studio head, and others.

^Dimes' Trailer
{Continued from page 1)

National Screen as an aid to the cur-

rent March of Dimes drive in support
of the National Foundation for

Infantile Paralysis.

Produced with the cooperation of

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, and directed

by Harry Loud, the 440-foot film

opens with a scene depicting a young-
ster staring through a window at a
rainy outdoors, the locale being a hos-
pital where Keel sings to youngsters
in their crib beds to which they have
been confined by polio. A nurse is

shown affixing braces to a seven-year-
old boy who then, accompanied by
Keel, walks down a corridor to be
greeted b\' his parents, with his

father, at the climax, happily gather-

ing him in his arms.
The vocal arrangement is bv Jeft'

.A.lexander, the orchestration bv Al
Sendry, the musical direction by John-
ny Green. It was edited by Russell

Selwyn and Benjamin Lewis and the

cameraman is Ray June.

Harvey Awaits
{Continued from page 1)

atre Owners of America. The wire
follows

:

"In line with my suggestion of an
exhibitor congress on arbitration,

what is your opinion on calling a
meeting Feb. 12 in New York of all

exhibitor organizations to consider a
unified arbitration plan ? If such a
meeting is called would your organi-
zation attend and participate? Obvi-
ously without Allied and TOA the
meeting would be useless. If you ap-
prove I would be happy to take the
lead and call the meeting. I would
appreciate your reaction by wire."
Harvey expects an ansv^'er tomorrow.

Broidy Cites Increase
(Continued from page 1)

ing 37 in the Ignited States and
Canada, is ready for the drive, to be
directed by Alorcy Goldstein, vice-

president and general manager, with
offices in New York.
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When they get together

Romance goes wild and

Rhythm runs riot!

J With Raymond BURR
Stoiy and Screenplay by DON McGOIffi • Directed by JOSEPH PEVNEy. Produced by LEONARD GOLDSIEIN
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Reviews
"Meet Danny Wilson"
(I'nivcrsal-Intcrnational) Hollyimod, Jan. 10

THE Frank Sinatra following figures to turn out in force for this music-
melodrama patterned loosely on some of the incidents and circumstances

coloring his early career. Add that following to the public whose attendance
prompted exhibitors to vote Shelley Winters a place among the "Top Ten
Stars-of-Tomorrow" in the 1951 Motion Picture Herald poll and you've got

quite a sizeable ready-made audience potential for the picture. The adolescent
rank and file can be counted on to supplement this pre-disposed sector of the

ticket-buying contingent, and the fact that Sinatra sings nine of the songs
with which he built his fame argues that customers in these categories will

consider they have had their money's worth. A sharply melodramatic ending,

unexpected in a story of this generally light and air)^ kind, gives the others

present something to feed on.

The story and script, by Don McGuire, an incisive man with dialogue, opens
with Sinatra and his pal, Alex Nicol, an actor who stakes out a firm claim

to attention, as a down-and-out singer-pianist duo looking for work. Miss
Winters, a cafe canary they meet in a pub, bails them out of jail after a bar

brawl and gets them an audition with her boss, played by Raymond Burr, a

gangster-restauranteer, who puts them to work in his nightclub and makes a

deal for 50 per cent of their earnings from then on. Sinatra experiences a

rush to fame reminiscent of his own, with his smash at the New York
Paramount among the historic items included, but goes sour when he learns

t'lat Miss Winters is in love with Nicol instead of, as he has believed, with

him. As the team splits up, their 50 per cent partner, who has been hiding

out from the law, shows up and demands the $276,000 now due him, which

leads to a shooting in which Nicol is wounded. The picture ends with Sinatra

fighting it out with the hoodlum in a deserted baseball park at night, killing

him and winning exhonoration for the deed, while Nicol wins Miss Winters.

Joseph Pevney directed the occasionally informal script to good effect. The
producer credit goes to Leonard Goldstein.

Running time, 87!4 minutes. General audience classification. For February

release. William R. Weaver

''The Old Wesf
( Cnhiiubia)

*4'~r"HE OLD WEST" may be short on action, but it sure is long on
1 wholesomeness, dishing up Gene Autry as an aide to town parson House

Peters, Sr., at whose prayer meetings Gene sings, when he is not engaged in

his regular business of breaking horses for the local stage-coach operators.

There is some fightin', of course, but little blood-and-thunder gunplay.

What real action there is is climaxed by a stage coach race between Gene
and his horse-breaking competitor, Lyle Talbot, who also owns the town's

saloon.

The content is mostly homespun fare. The tale mostly concerns the spiritual

rejuvenation of the little town of Saddlerock, under the guidance of parson
Peters, and Gene. Director George Archainbaud, with a mind to the sen-

'•ibilities of the very young, shows Saddlerock sin in no detail whatsoever.

But then he does not show the roping and breaking of the wild horses,

^vhich could have added some excitement. Autry shoots, rides and sings with

his customary nonchalance and always makes a wide berth around Gail Davis,

'he prett\' clerk in the stageline office. Pat Buttram is a comic travelin"

"~ddler. Kathv Johnson and Dee Pollock, a couple of 10-year-olds, provide

what romantic interest there is. Armand Schaefer produced.

Others in the cast are Louis Jean Heydt, House Peters, Jr., Dick Tones
'"Ion Harvey, Raymond L. Morgan, James Craven, Tom London, Frank
ATarvin.

Running time, 61 minutes. For general audience classification. January-

release.

Distributors Are

Granted Change of

Venue in Texas Suit

\\'ashix(;tox, Jan. 10. — Federal

District Judge Rodney in Wilming-
ton, Del., has granted a motion by

major distributors and two large

Texas circuits to transfer to Dallas

two anti-trust suits brought against

them in Wilmington.
I. B. Adelman and Tivoli Realty,

operators of theatres in Dallas and

Houston, sued Interstate Circuit,

Texas Consolidated theatres and eight

major distributors. The defendants

moved to transfer the case to Dallas

on the ground it would be more con-

venient for all concerned. Judge
Rodney ruled he lacked power to

transfer the suit, but the Third Circuit

Court said he had the power to do it

if he decided it was a better arrange-

ment. The Supreme Court refused to

review the Circuit Court decision, and

the matter went back to Wilmington
for Rodney to decide whether a trans-

fer was advisable.

Judge Rodney has now found that

all parties, both theatres and prac-

tically all witnesses are in Texas and
that it would undoubtedly be more
convenient for all to have the case

tried in Dallas. .Accordingly he or-

dered it switched from Wilmington
to the "appropriate district in Texas."

Homewood Hearing

In Minneapolis Ends

Minneapolis, Jan. 10.—Taking the

case under advisement, Federal Judge
Gunnar H. Nordbye has given both
sides until Feb. 15 to file briefs in the

suit of the Homewood Theatre Co.
against major film companies and
Alinnesota Amusement Co. for alleged

conspiracy to deprive the local neigh-
borhood Homewood of early-run
product. Each have until March 15 to

answer the briefs. It is expected the
decision will not be handed down un-
til .\pril or May.
The Homewood suit started Oct. 31

and except for a few brief recesses

hearings have been in progress dur-
ing the two months. Martin and S. G.
Lebedoff, owners of the Homewood,
originally sought more than $500,000
in triple damages under the Sherman
and Clayton anti-trust acts, but later

left the damages to the discretion of

the court.

Lee Loevinger is attorney for the

plaintiffs in the action, with Mandt
Torrison representing Paramount and
Minnesota .Amusement Co., and David
Shearer representing film company
defendants other than Paramount.

Interrupting i)roceedings last week
in the suit. Judge .Vordbye postponed
indefiniteK' a motion by Torrison and
Shearer for a "more definite state-

ment of damages" in the conspiracy
action of the Edina Theatre Co.,

Minneapolis, again.st majf)r film com-
panies, Minnesota .Amusement, anrl the

Orpheum Theatre group, folhnving

representation that Samuel P. llal-

pern, Edina counsel, was ill.

To Rebuild the Hunter
Salt Lakl Cii'i', Jan, 10.— Inter-

Mountain Theatre Supply Co. here has

been awarded a $75,000 contract to re-

build the Hunter Theatre at I'"lko,

Xev.. which was recently destroyed by
fire. John Hunter operates.

Tn Accent New Evidence
Den\'KR, Ian. 10.—Judee Lee Knous

ruled in the Federal District Court
here today, where the case of Cinema
.Amusements, Inc. vs. 20th Century-
Fox, RKO and M-G-M is being held,

that evidence of the neriod beyond
that covered in the petition (which is

69 weeks in 1945 and 1946) mav he

jidmitted if he thought it pertinent lo

the case.

The suit, in which Cinema is claim-

ing that it suffered damages because
it was unable to secure pictures from
the companies at an eiiuitablc figure

f'lr the Broadway after it took over
the Broadway, formerlv operated b>'

I'Vix Intertnountain Tiieatres, was
halted Tuesday when tlie matter of

)!' evi'lenre \vas brought up.

New 'Movietime' Meet
Today's scheduled meeting of the

Mfition Picture .Association of Amer-
r-j's advertising-publicitv directors

committee has been jjostponcd until

Tuesday.

PCCITO Meet Jan. 15-16
Sax Francisco, Jan. 10.—The next

trustees meeting of the Pacific Coast
Conference of Independent Theatre
Owners will be held in Portland, Ore.,
at the Hotel Benson. Tan. 15-16 in

crni unction with a meeting of Oregon
'xhibitors.

/nterstate Board Elects
Boston. Jan. 10.—At a meeting of

the board of directors of the Inter-
state Theatre Corporation held herr
today, the following were elected of-

ficers of the corporation : Theodore
)<"leisher. president: Jan^es AT. Ston"
man. vice-president

; Malcolm C.
Green, treasurer.

%1.0fi Columbia Dividend
Columbia Pictures' board of direc-

tors, at a meeting held here yesterday,
declared a quarterly dividend of
^1.0(3% on the $4.25 cumulative pre-
ferred stock, payable on Feb. 15 to
stockholders of record on Feb. 1.

Patriotic Events Get
Hollywood Support
Hollywood, Jan. 10.—785

Hollywood personalities made
2,931 personal appearances
in connection with 531 patri-
otic and public service events
here and abroad during 1951,
president George Murphy of
the Hollywood Coordinating
Committee, revealed today.
The figure, which is approxi-
mately double the preceding
years's, does not include par-
ticipation in 333 network and
local radio programs for ap-
proved causes.

'Greatest Show' in

Variety Benefit

Toronto, Jan. 10.—Betty Hutton
and Cecil B. DeMille's "The Greatest

Show on Earth," combined tonight to

give Toronto's Tent No. 28 of the

Variety Clubs International one of

the most successful benefit shows
since it was organized, according to

chief barker Rube Bolstad. It was
held at the 3,400-seat Imperial Thea-
tre with members paying from $5 to

$25 admission. More than twice that

number tried but failed to obtain

tickets for this special one-night show-
ing of "The Greatest Show" and the

personal appearances of its star, and
"The Skylarks," a vocal quartet from
Hollywood.
The affair was held for the benefit

of Variety Village, an occupational

school for crippled children.

Am.ong those on the list were Lieut.

Gov. Ray Lawson ; Premier Leslie

Frost of Ontario
;
Mayor Allan Lam-

port of Toronto
; J. J. Fitzgibbons,

president of Famous Players Canadian
Corp. ; Leonard Brockington, presi-

dent of Odeon Theatres of Canada.

Tax Collections
Down in Chicago
Chicago, Jan. 10.—December collec-

tions of the three per cent city

amusement tax here (on November
receipts) were $95,082.80 from thea-

tres compared to $103,926.59 for the

corresponding month last year ; thea-

tre collections during 1951 totalled

$1,130,137.16 against $1,307,525.98 inj

1950, reflecting a decline of approxi-j

mately 13 per cent in theatre receipts!

here.
|

It should be born in mind, however,!
that the number of theatres in opera-j

tion here has been reduced consider-j

ably through closings, conversions to'

other uses, and razing to make way
for new public construction. 1951 col-

'ections on the receipts of other amuse-
ment enterprises in Chicago were
$680,003.93, down about 3 per cent

from the $702,560.66 collected last

\ear.

Defeat Tax Proposal
Massillon, O., Jan. 10.—City Council

here defeated by a vote of seven to

one, a proposal to boost admission tax
seven cents in order to make up for

the city's operating deficit.

Tax reports show that the city's

yield from the amusement tax dropped
from $14,000 in 1950 to $8,318.01 in

1951. Nat Wolf, Warner Ohio zone
manager and W. N. Skirball of Skir-
ball circuit, both spoke before the
Council against the proposal.
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Tradewise . .

.

By Sherwin Kane

SETTLEMENT of the "Unfriendly
Nine's" suits may have been ad-

visable, as claimed, from the stand-

point of legal tactics. Not so from
the viewpoint of industry public re-

lations and certainly not in the

seeming surreptitiousness which
surrounded the filing of the settle-

ment papers in the Los Angeles
court on the eve of the New Year's
holiday weekend.
Sometimes attorneys are prone to

regard legal strategy as the govern-
ing consideration in the settlement
of suits, even when a great deal
more than procedural conduct is

involved.
Granting the argument that the

settlements made were advisable
under the circumstances, how much
better industry public relations
might have fared had newsmen
been called in and advised of the
settlements and the reasons for
them when the documents were
filed in court.
By so doing, the industry's story

could have been presented to the
public for whatever it might be
worth. Instead, the seeming hope
that the settlement would be over-
looked by reporters in the relaxa-
tion of a holiday weekend was frus-
trated and, to the injury of industry
public relations, reporters were left
to discover the documents and
fashion their own interpretations
of them.

• •

While Life magazine and not a
few in this industry, most espe-
cially in the production end, were
smugly fashioning obituaries for
the theatrical motion picture last
year, a small group of enthusiastic
and energetic young men were hap-
pily at work demonstrating how
wrong those others were.
The group consisted of Arthur

Krim, Robert Benjamin, Matthew
Fox, William Heineman, Max
Youngstein and, later, Arnold
Picker, and their associates. The
story of how they guided a depleted
major company to a profit basis
in nine months of a year that to
others was sealing the doom of film
theatres is well known now. Their
confidence and enterprise was re-
warded, of course, in the Horatio
Alger-hke manner which befits
their achievement. Today they are
part owners of the company and
'tf sole managers until, at least,
1961.

There is drama and meaning in
what they did which, if read rightly,
can give new confidence to some in
the industry in need of it. They
have demonstrated that weakness
stems not from the industry but
from those who surrender to it.

Paramount
Sales Meet

Opens Here
The opening session of Para-

mount's three-day meeting of divi-

sional sales managers will get un-

der way this morning at the Hotel
Plaza with A. W. Schwalberg, presi-

dent of Paramount Film Distributing

Corp., presiding.

Scheduled to address the field sales

chiefs are Barney Balaban, president

of Paramount Pictures
;

Adolph
Zukor, chairman of the board ; Y.
Frank Freeman, vice-president and
studio head; Paul Raibourn, vice-

president in charge of budgets, plan-

ning and television ; E. K. O'Shea,
vice-president of Paramount Film
Distributing ; Oscar Morgan, general
sales manager of short subjects and
Paramount News, and Jerry Pickman,
vice-president and director of adver-
tising-publicity.

Top items on the agenda include

{Continued on page 5)

MPAA Upholds PCA
In 20th-Fox Appeal

The board of directors of the Mo-
tion Picture Association meeting here
on Friday unanimously upheld objec-
tions of the Production Code Admin-
istration to certain scenes in 20th Cen-
tury-Fox's production, "Wait Till the
Sun Shines, Nellie."

The company earlier had declined
suggested changes in the picture by
the P. C. A. and, following estab-

{Continued on page 5)

Robinson-Olsen
Bout Postponed
San Francisco, Jan. 13.

—

The Ray Robinson-Carl Olsen
fight was temporarily called
off here because Robinson's
mother is in a coma in New
York. Hie refuses to leave
her bedside. Robinson is

hopeful the fight can be de-
layed until March; it is the
second time the fight has
been called off. Exclusive TV
rights for the bout previously
scheduled for Jan. 24 were
sold to Walter Winchell for
the Cancer Fund for $1.00. It

is up to Winchell to get a
sponsor out of New York.

Arbitration's

Scope Divides

TOA, Allied
Blueprint's Differences
Touch Other Points Too

FabianSparksDeal

For Theatre TV of

Leigh and Olivier

The twin Broadway stage hits

"Caesar and Cleopatra" and "An-
thony and Cleopatra," the current

Vivien Leigh and Laurence Olivier

vehicle, are the subject of negotia-

tions by theatre television interests,

it was learned here at the weekend.
The talks are being sparked by the

Fabian circuit, and other circuits, in-

cluding United Paramount Theatres
and Warner Brothers, are being kept
posted. Envisioned is a 36-theatre
network with a seating capacity of

75,000 for which theatre interests are

said to be prepared to spend $75,000
for a performance.
Whether the deal will go through

depends upon the demands of the pro-
ducers of the show, it was understood.

{Continued on page 4)

INDUSTRY ABOUT TO LAUNCH
FIRST REAL EFFORT FOR CD

Hold Strategy Meets

For FCC Hearings

Washington, Jan. 13.—Lawyers
and engineers for the Motion Picture

Association and the National Exhib-
itors Theatre Television Committee
stepped up their preparations for the

coming theatre television hearings

with an all-day strategy session Fri-

day and another briefer session Sat-

urday.

The sessions were devoted to map-
ping out a joint outline of the points

{Continued on page 4)

The motion picture industry is about
to embark on its first real countrywide
participation in the movement to fur-

ther alert the nation to prepare for
civilian defense against an attack by
an A-bomb or other devastating mis-
sile of war.
Touched off soon by a message from

President Truman, the movement will

begin when a trailer, sponsored jointly

by distributor members of the Motion
Picture Association of America, will
be dispatched to every theatre of the
country telling patrons of the visit in

each town of one of three "Alert
America Convoys," each of which will
carry many exhibits, posters and

{Continued on page 4)

Unlike Allied States Association,

which will demand "all-inclusive"

arbitration when it meets with the

distributors. Theatre Owners of

America, in the arbitration blue-

print it will offer the companies, will

make no recommendations whatever
concerning the "scope" of an industry-

wide arbitration system that may be
devised, it was learned here at the

weekend.

TOA's foremost aim in con-
nection with planning for arbi-

tration will be to get all seg-
ments of the industry to "agree
in principle" on certain funda-
mentals, such as method of
arbitrating and provision for
appeals. After such "mechan-
ics" are settled in the minds of
the drafters of an arbitration
system, the industry as a whole
can decide on scope or range of

{Continued on page 4)

Clinch Albany TOA
AtWatertownToday

Albany, N. Y., Jan. 13.—Establish-
ment of a new Theatre Owners of
America unit of Albany will be
clinched tomorrow in Watertown at a
luncheon-meeting of exhibitors of that
vicinity at the Hotel Woodruff.
At the same time, the meeting will

provide an opportunity for the North-
ern New York exhibitors to lay be-
fore a TOA grievance panel whatever
trade practice complaints they may

{Continued on page 4)

Salesmen Can Avoid
Litigation: Skouras

Much of the litigation which is so
harmful to the industry can be settled
amicably and fairly across the confer-
ence table as an outgrowth of the re-
lations which film salesmen maintain
with their customers, Spyros P.
Skouras, president of 20th Century-
Fox, on Friday told the final session
of the company's week-long sales con-
vention here.

Charging the sales force with the
respons^laility of maintaining the

{Continued on page 4)
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Arnold Picker Will

Conduct Meetings

In South America

Arnold M. Picker, vice-president of

United Artists in charge of foreign

distribution, will leave here by plane

tomorrow for Brazil on the first leg

of a tour of the company's offices in

South America.
In Rio de Janeiro, Picker will hold

the first Brazilian sales convention

in the company's history, at which he

will outline the U. A. lineup for 1952

and discuss the organization's plans

and policies for expansion in the

Latin-American market.
Delegates attending the conference

will include Sam Bekeris, South
American supervisor; Enrique Baez,

general manager in Brazil ; branch
managers of the company's exchanges
in Brazil and key personnel from
the Rio office.

After Brazil, Picker has scheduled

visits to Uruguay, Argentina, Chile,

Peru, Panama and Venezuela. He
expects to be back at the home office

on Feb. 15.

Britons to Attend
Uruguay Festival
London, Jan. 13.—The British Film

Producers Association will be repre-

sented at the Uruguayan International

Film Festival at Punta del Este the

last half of this month by John Sutro,

George Minter and Trevor Howard.
The latter's actress wife, Helen
Cherry will be a member of the

delegation.

Feature films submitted to the Fes-

tival are "A Christmas Carol," Carol

Reed's "Outcast of the Islands" and

the Royal Film Performance choice,

"Where No Vultures Fly."

Reisman to Tour South America
And Visit Uruguay Festival

Phil Reisman, RKO Radio vice-

president in charge of foreign distri-

bution, will leave here tomorrow by
plane for a visit to the company's
Latin-American offices, with Monti-
video, Uruguay, as his first destina-

tion. While in Uruguay, Reisman will

attend the Second International Film
Festival in Punta de Este, where
RKO has entered three films, Samuel
Goldwyn's "I Want You," Wald-
Krasna's "The Blue Veil," and Walt
Disney's True Life Adventure film,

"Nature's Half Acre."

Industry Scrap Drive
Opens Here Today
Local branch managers of all dis-

tributors will gather today at the 20th

Century-Fox home office to launch
the organization of the New York
Metropolitan area in connection with
the industry's participation in the na-

tional defense scrap metal drive.

The meeting will be addressed by
John B. McCullough, head of the

conservation department of the Mo-
tion Picture Association of America,
which has been cooperating with the

government in the drive, and William
Murphy of Republic who is head of

the industry's scrap metal committee.

Personal Mention
ROY BREWER, lATSE studio

representative, is here from the

Coast for conferences with president

Richard Walsh.
•

Howard Dietz, M-G-M vice-presi-

dent and director of advertising, pub-
licity and exploitation, is due back
here from the Coast today. Si Sead-
LER, advertising manager, will remain
at the studios another week before
returning to New York.

•

William B. Zoellner, M-G-M
shorts and newsreel sales head, will

arrive in Cleveland today from Buf-
falo, and from there will go to Pitts-

burgh.
•

David E. Rose, producer, will ar-

rive here from Hollywood today en
route to London.

I MILLER WALKER, RKO Ra-
vi • dio vice-president and general

counsel, left here over the weekend
for a vacation in Georgia.

•

Joseph A. Walsh, head of branch
operations for Paramount, will arrive

in San Francisco today from Port-

land, Ore.

BuDD Rogers, Realart executive

vice-president, has returned here from
Florida.

Herbert Gerken, vice-president of

Stephen Slesinger, Inc., has arrived

here from the Coast.
•

Eric A. Johnston, Motion Picture

Association of America president, left

here Friday by plane for Washington.

Hyman at UPT Meet
In Buffalo Thursday

Buffalo, Jan. 13. •— Edward L.

Hyman, vice-president of United Par-
amount Theatres, will be here on
Thursday from New York for a con-
ference with local and Rochester
UPT executives. Accompanying Hy-
man for the meeting will be Bernard
Levy, Max Fellerman and Al Sicig-

nanO'. Following the Buffalo meeting,
Hyman and his assistants will motor
to Rochester with Arthur Krolick,

general manager of UPT in both
cities, to look over the Paramount
houses there.

Peiken Comptroller
Of Levin Associates
The appointment of Max Peiken as

comptroller, was announced by Jack
H. Levin Associates, national survey,

research, and checking company.
Peiken, who formerly was with

Confidential Reports as assistant

comptroller, will be in charge of all

financial matters of the Levin firm.

'UV 1951 Gross
Was $5,892,783
Gross earnings of Universal Pic-

tures for the fiscal year (53 weeks)
ending Nov. 3, 1951 before taxes and
write offs were $5,892,783, and not

$8,823,783 as reported in Motion Pic-
ture Daily on Friday.
Net earnings were $2,092,783, or

$1.92 per share on the 960,498 shares
of common stock outstanding, after

provision of $3,300,000 for Federal
taxes on income and excess profits

and after a provision of $500,000 for

contingent liabilities.

Rackin to Houston
Hollywood, Jan. 13.—Al Rackin,

publicity director for Roy Rogers and
Dale Evans is Houston-bound for pre-
liminary arrangements covering their

"Houston Fat Stock Show and
Rodeo" engagement, Jan. 30 to Feb.
10. In addition to radio and television

appearances, Rogers and Evans will

visit Veteran's Hospital, Crippled
Children's Hospital, and will talk be-
fore Rotarian and Chamber of Com-
merce luncheons.

Finkel in Souvaine
Eastern Sales Post
Bob Finkel has been named Eastern

district sales manager of Souvaine
Selective Pictures, succeeding John
McKenna who resigned last week and
will announce future plans in a few
days.

Finkel was most recently in the

Republic sales department and prior

to that was branch manager in New
York for Eagle Lion Classics.

Grainger at Chicago
Sales Meet Today

Chicago, Jan. 13. — James R.
Grainger, Republic executive vice-

president in charge of sales and dis-

tribution, left the Coast over the week-
end following a two-day sales meet-
ing at the studio, and will preside to-

morrow at the first of two sales ses-

sions to be held at the Blackstone
Hotel here.

San Francisco Critics

Name 'Streetcar'
San Francisco, Jan. 13.—The San

Francisco Critics Council has selected

for special citation "Streetcar Named
Desire," as the best film of the year,

with co-stars of the film, Vivien Leigh
and Marlon Brando, as the best ac-

tress and actor. Best foreign film

prize went to "Seven Days to Noon,"
British. Most disappointing "preten-
tious" film citation went to "Valen-
tino."

Al Putz, MGM Veteran
Minneapolis, Jan. 13.—Al Putz, a

30-year veteran with M-G-M, died at

St. Barnabas Hospital here last Tues-
day following a cerebral hemmorhage.
He was 54. Putz had been salesman,
office manager and booker at the
M-G-AL branch here for 15 years.

Coyne on Bond Drive
Robert W. Coyne, special counsel

for the Council of Motion Picture Or-
ganizations, left here for Washington
on Friday for a series of meetings
with U. S. Treasury Department offi-

cials on plans for the 1952 government
Bond Drive.

Newsreel

Parade
rHE sinking of the freighter,

Enterprise, following its cap-
tain's courageous struggle to rescue it

from that fate, is covered in all cw-
rent newsreels. President Truman's
message to Congress, an Atlantic City
fire, the Golden Gloves boxing
matches and sundry other subjects
round out the reports. Complete
synopses follow:

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. ^Enterprise
sinks. Truman raessag"e. Atlantic City
fire. Costello trial. "'Viva Zapata!" cited.
President meets boy with a gun. Tommy
Bolt wins Los Angeles open. Silver Skates.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 23S^reat
sea drama. Truman warns of third war.
Atlantic City fire. British stand firm on
Suez.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 42—End of
the Enterprise. German dogr act. Bear in
Hollywood. Truman message. Silver
Skates. Golden Gloves.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 2-B-Nevada
atom test. Truman message. Mrs. Carlsen
awaits skipper-husband. Super-carrier.
Cruiser to carry guided missiles. British
private wins medal. Winter tames wild,
fowl. 1

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 525—Truman
message. Enterprise sinks. Atlantic City
fire. New carrier catapult. Golden Gloves.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 44—
Enterprise pictures. Atlantic City fire.

Truman message. March of Dimes poster
boy. Pooch pantomime. Golden Gloves.

$68,000 Donated to

Will Rogers Hospital

Some $68,000 was turned over to

Chick Lewis, at the testimonial dinner

at the Hotel Astor here Friday night

in his honor, for the Will Rogers
|

Memorial Hospital, of which he is ex-
ecutive vice-president. Lewis was
feted by friends and associates in the
industry for his efforts in behalf of the

Hospital and in behalf of Variety In-

ternational, of which he is "press

guy."
The funds were presented in three

separate checks. The first, from Sam
Switow and Charles Feldman, exhib-
itor and distributor chairmj&n, re-

spectively, of the recently concluded i

Will Rogers "Christmas Salute," was
|

for $57,000 and represented the f^rst

monies received in the "Salute." Fred
J. Schwartz, chief barker of Tent No.
35 and chairman of the meeting, pre-
sented the second check of $10,000
from the local Variety Club. The
third check, for $1,000, represented
the dinner surplus and was pre-
sented by Abe Montague, president of
the Will Rogers Memorial Hospital,
who also presented a bronze plaque to
Lewis. Marc Wolf, Variety Club In-
ternational chief barker, and Si Fabian
also spoke.

Gift to Variety Clubs
The Pepsi Cola Co. will present a

$500 honorarium in Las Vegas during
the forthcoming Variety Clubs con-
vention, to the Tent that wins the an-
nual charity citation for the outstand-
ing charitable activity, stipvilating only
that the money be used for the proj-
ect that won the citation. Marc J.
Wolf of Variety Qubs discloses.
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Mixed Reception to

Harvey's Bid on

Arbitration Meet

Sax Franxisco, Jan. 13.—Trueman
T. Rembusch's reply to the wire from
Rotus Harvey, president of the Pacific

Coast Conference of Independent The-

atre Owners, indicated tliat the Allied

president stood by the previously pub-

lished statement of Abram F. Myers,

Allied counsel, rejecting- Harvey's

wired suggestion that an exhibitor as-

sociations congress be held in New
York in February to discuss arbitra-

tion.

Mitchell Wolfson, president of the

Theatre Owners of America, replied

to Harvey's telegraphic bid for such

a meeting by stating that he person-

ally was in favor of it, but added that

the suggestion would be referred to

the TOA board meeting in Los An-
geles on Feb. 4.

No further action will be taken by
PCCITO on the subject pending its

board meeting at the Benson Hotel,

Portland, Ore., on Tuesday.

Arbitration's Scope
{Continued from page 1)

subjects which would be arbi-

trated, TOA holds.

In the opinion of Abram F. Myers,
Allied general counsel, who is draw-
ing up that organization's plan for

an arbitration system, such a system
must be all-inclusive—taking in rent-

als, competitive bidding, print short-

ages, and other problems as well as

clearance and runs and matters that

distributors want arbitrated.

Another point on which the blue-

prints of these two organizations are

expected to show disagreement con-

cerns the administration of an indus-

try system. Whereas TOA is under-

stood to be agreeable to having the

American Arbitration Association
again administer industry arbitration,

to the extent even of providing tri-

bunals and appeal machinery, Allied

on the other liand has outspokenly op-

posed AAA's taking a hand in a fu-

ture industry system of arbitration.

Allied has labeled AAA "too expen-
sive." A number of the distributors are

known to be unaherably opposed to

arbitrating film prices and competitive

bidding disputes. Whether an all-in-

dustry conference on arbitration can
solve all existing differences on the

subject remains to be seen, of course.

Meanwhile, TOA's blueprint will be
voted upon by the TOA executive
committee when it meets Jan. 28-31

in Los Angeles, and Allied's will be
weighed by that organization's board
at its meeting in Washington Feb. 4-6.

Unit Reelects Lyon
Hoi.LYWoor), Jan. 13.—Francis D.

Lyon has been reelected president of

American Cinema Editors and all

other officers have been reelected,

among them Frederick Y. Smith, vice-

president ; Jack W. Ogilvie, secretary;

Richard Heermance, treasurer ; Ted
Loeff. director of publicity.

WANTED, motion pictures to be
edited into short subjects for non-
theatrical use. Good comedies, ad-
venture, wild animal, science fiction

or dramatic stories in feature or
short subject length. Negatives or
fine grains desired. Write Box 500,

Motion Picture Daily, 1270 Sixth
Avenue, New York 20, N. Y.

CD Effort

(Continued from page 1)

16mm. films in long trailer-trucks, tell-

ing what to do and what not to do

in case of an attack.

The basic idea follows the city-by-

city visit of the "Freedom Train"

which was sent around the country

some time ago to teach the public the

meaning of freedom and democracy.

A key exhibitor will be appointed

in each area to marshal exhibitors

for full-scale participation. Approved
by sales heads of all MPAA member
companies, the project is the answer
of the organized industry to many
requests from exhibitors of all strata

and from the CDA for a medium
through which they can aid the Civil-

ian Defense movement.

To Carry Displays

The trailer-truck convoys, all car-

rying animated, lighted displays, will

not only point up the need for civilian

defense preparations, but will also

show what might happen to an Ameri-
can city if and when an A-bomb
strikes, and the effects of a chemical

attack.

The convoys will be housed in ar-

mories, auditoriums and other places

of public assembly. National Screen

Service will handle physical distribu-

tion of the film trailers. No rentals

will be charged, of course. Both the

National Civilian Defense Adminis-
tration and local CD organizations

will work closely with exhibitors in

promoting their screenings, the "Alert
American Convoys" being projects of

the Federal CDA.

Clinch Albany TOA
(Continued from page 1)

have. With the enrollment of an ex-

pected sizeable number of additional

showmen into the evolving Albany
TOA unit at the Watertown gather-

ing, the regional will become an entity

within the family of TOA regionals

and soon will elect officers and pro-

ceed to perform its principal role as

TOA "watchdog" during State legis-

lative sessions.

Sullivan Speaker

Gael Sullivan, TOA executive di-

rector, will be the main speaker at the

Watertown meeting. He was sched-
uled to address a meeting there Dec.
18, which had to be cancelled because
of a 24-inch snowstorm. Other ex-
hibitor leaders who will attend from
Albany are Harry Lamont, Jules Perl-
mutter and Lewis A. Sunberg. Some
40 exhibitors and theatre managers
are expected to attend.

Hold Strategy Meets
(Continued from page 1)

to be covered in industry testimony
and the persons who would cover each
point. The Federal Communications
Commission opens hearings Feb. 25.

Prior to the Friday meeting, the
NETTC officials had worked up an
outline of exhibitor testimony, while
the MPAA officials had worked up a
similar outline of production-distribu-
tion testimony. The Friday- Saturday
sessions were devoted to merging these
into one master outline.

Attending the meetings were : Mar-
cus Cohn and Stuart Bailey for

NETTC; and Vincent Welch, James
Fly, Frank Mcintosh, Andrew Inglis,

Ed Cooper and Taylor Mills for

I MPAA.

TOA Meet Jan. 28-30

At NT Headquarters
Hollywood, Jan. 13.—Charles

P. Skouras, chairman of the

board of Theatre Owners of

America, announced that 70

independent and circuit ex-

hibitors, representing 9,500

theatres, will convene Jan. 28

for a three-day conference at

National Theatres headquar-
ters here. TOA president
Mitchell Wolfson and execu-
tive secretary Gael Sullivan
will preside over the sessions,

with one day devoted to a
meeting with Hollywood stu-

dio executives and producers
on mutual problems.

4 Firms Reject Bid
By Skiatron, 1 OK
With only one more day left on

Skiatron's deadline for responses on
its bid for product, a survey of major
companies shows only one affirmative

reply, three in the negative and two
companies still to announce their deci-

sion.

Paramount Pictures is the only
company which has announced its in-

tentions of furnishing- film for a bona
fide test, once Skiatron has secured
permission from the Federal Commu-
nications Commission.
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and RKO

Pictures are expected to announce
their decisions shortly, while 20th
Century-Fox, Universal, and Warner
Brothers have indicated their rejec-

tion. United Artists, it was learned,

has not been approached by any of

its producers seeking an okay to have
their films available for the test, while
a Columbia spokesman says a Skia-
tron request has not been received.

Bid College Heads
To Obey TV Ban
Cincinnati, Jan. 13.—The cooper-

ation of college heads in the restricted

home television 1952 experimental
program has been asked for by the

National Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion.

The Association, which wound up
a series of deliberations at the week-
end, heard the 30-page television com-
mittee's report which declared that

"unrestricted television would ruin

small school game attendance." It

stressed the danger of a few top teams
monopolizing the networks and also

stated that the previous winter's ex-
perimental program slowed dowh the
"alarming attendance decline charac-
teristic of the many which colleges

faced with unrestricted television in

1950."

Fabian Sparks
(Continued from page 1)

Unlike the abortive attempt to nego-
tiate for the theatre televising of

"Saint Joan," most theatremen are of

the opinion that the Vivien Leigh
and Laurence Olivier vehicle espe-

cially would be an outstanding box-
office attraction.

Reports that the "Saint Joan"
project failed because of the eco-

nomics of the situation, that the the-

atres could not put up the required
sum, were contradicted by an execu-
tive who took part in the discussions.

He said circuit executives did not
believe it would be good boxoffice.

Skouras Says
(Continued from page 1)

"proud position" of the company in

the industry, and calling upon them
to support the line-up of pictures with
sound and fair distribution methods,
both Skouras and Al Lichtman, di-

rector of distribution, keynoted the

final sessions of the convention.
"Fair dealing must be our motto

and we must have the respect of our
clients and our associates," Skouras
told the delegate.

Skouras in an hour-long message
told the men that they could not de-

pend on business coming to the box-
office automatically, and it was in-

cumbent upon them to become sales-

men of a calibre who can not only
sell pictures but inspire showmen
through their efforts to sell these pic-

tures to the public.

Formulate New Methods

Lichtman told the men that they
must channel the knowledge and ex-
periences gained at the convention to

formulate new methods and tech-

niques to see that the motion picture

meets and surpasses its competition,

so that a healthy future will be as-

sured for the industry at large.

Lichtman asked them to discover

ways and means of implementing
methods of selling the public long in

advance of the opening of the pic-

ture, and urged even greater efforts

in their program to combine merchan-
dising with their sales activities so as

to assure top audiences for all the

company's product.

Skouras called on the advertising

and publicity forces to be alive to the
change in public taste in order to take
advantage of their needs and desires.

He asked them to inspire the exhibitor

to greater showmanship efforts with
their campaigns.

20th Century-Fox Sales
Convention Concluded

Friday's final morning session of
2'Oth Century-Fox's sales convention
was turned over to 20th-International,

headed by Murray Silverstone.

Speakers also included vice-presi-

dent Emanuel Silverstone, Albert
Cornfield, managing director for Con-
tinental Europe; Edward Cohen, su-
pervisor of Central and South Amer-
ica, and Edward Ugast, Far East
manager.
Each depicted the operation of his

territory contrasting it with domestic
distribution methods. Murray Silver-
stone pledged greater efforts of his

department in the world market, salut-
ing Spyros Skouras, Al Lichtman and
Charles Einfeld for their cooperation
in the global operations of the com-
pany.

Also addressing the delegates were
division managers of the sales force,

Herman Wobber, Harry Ballance,
Moe Levy, Ray Moon, Ed Callahan,
Martin Moskowitz, Peter Myers,
Glenn Norris, Buck Stoner and Paul
Wilson. Clarence Hill, supervisor of
exchanges, discussed branch opera-
tions.

Kaufman, Schreier Unite
Formation of Kaufman and Schreier,

publicity and promotion organization
here, was announced by Ben Kaufman
and George Schreier. Kaufman was
formerly with Mutual Broadcasting,
United Artists, Universal, and M-G-M,
and is at present retained by the net-

work as a consultant. Schreier was
with American Broadcasting for a
number of years.



Monday, January 14, 1952 Motion Pic:ture Daily 5

Set W-K Plans

In New Deal
Hollywood, Jan. 13.—Executive

Producer Jerry Wald has started

preparations for the production sched-

ule which Wald-Krasna will carry on

through 1952, under the newly-con-

cluded agreement with RKO Radio
Pictures, by assigning properties to

producers and aligning his staff.

Four properties scheduled for early

production were assigned to Producer
Harriet Parsons. They are "High
Heels," "Size 12," "Strike a Match"
and "Exclusive Model."
Norman Krasna, partner in the in-

dependent producing company, begins

work immediately on two as yet un-

titled stories, which he will write and
direct.

Tom Gries will continue his present

assignment as associate producer of

"This Man Is Mine," which Wald-
Krasna have before the cameras, with

Susan Hayward, Robert Mitchum and
Arthur Kennedy starred and Nicholas

Ray directing.

Also scheduled for early production

are "The Girls Have Landed," "I

Married A Woman," "The Big Riv-
er" and "The Way Up."

Elect Arthur Cole
To Succeed Rhoden
Kansas City, Jan. 13.—The board

of directors of the Motion Picture

Association of Greater Kansas City

has elected Arthur Cole of the Para-
mount exchange president, succeeding

Elmer C. Rhoden of Fox Midwest
Theatres who has presided in the first

two years of the organization.

James W. Lewis, branch manager
for RKO, was elected first vice-presi-

dent
;
Stanley Durwood, general man-

ager of the Durwood circuit, second
vice-president ; Senn Lawler of Fox
Midwest was reelected secretary and
Sam Abend of Exhibitors Film De-
livery Service was reelected treasurer.

Cole appointed Rhoden chairman of

the welfare committee and the chief

project this year is the sending of boys

to summer camps.

Chicago Film Group
Makes Charity Plans

Chicago, Jan. 13. — Theatres here

will be asked to make audience col-

lections for La Rabida Jackson Park
Sanitarium on behalf of the Variety
Club for Illinois during the week of

Feb. 8, it was decided at a luncheon
meeting of the Chicago Amusement
Activities committee here today.

Also, Harry Balaban was named
chairman of the Chicago amusement
division of the forthcoming Red Cross
drive. The meeting, at which John
Jones presided, was attended by Paul
Marr, Jack Kirsch, Ben Marcus of

Milwaukee, Dave Wallerstein, Ralph
Smitha, Herb Wheeler, Harry Bala-
ban, Carl Heil, Irving Mack, Joe Ber-
enson, William K. Hollander, Sylvan
Goldfinger, Mannie Smerling, Louis
Lindenthal, Robert Harrison, Mike
Stern, and Bruce Trinz.

Canham, Reed Re-named
Washington, Jan. 13.—President

Truman has renominated Erwin Can-
ham and Philip Reed as members of

the U. S. Advisory Commission on
Information,

Counterfeits In
Chicago, US Warns
Chicago, Jan. 13.—Harry D.

Anheier, special agent in

charge of the U. S. Secret
Service here, has issued a
warning to local exhibitors
and merchants that $10 and
$20 counterfeit bills are be-
ing circulated in this area.
Several local theatres have
been stuck with them during
the past several days.

Monthly Promotion

Prizes Set by MGM
M-G-M leads off its showmanship

activities for the new year with the

announcement by Howard Dietz, vice-

president and director of advertising-

publicity, of the company's "Promo-
tion Prize of the Month." Prizes to-

talling $1,000 will be awarded each
month for the next six months to

exhibitors creating the best campaigns
for the designated attraction of the
month. The contest starts Feb. 1 with
"Invitation," starring Van Johnson
with Dorothy McGuire, Ruth Roman
and Louis Calhern.
Although a new M-G-M production

will be designated each month, ex-
hibitors will have approximately four
months in which to complete cam-
paigns and submit them. The closing
deadline for entries on "Invitation" is

May 30.

First prize each month will be $500,
with the second prize of $250 and five

additional prizes of $50. A panel of
judges for the "Promotion Prize of
the Month" will be made up of the
following; Walter Brooks, editor of
the Round Table of Motion Picture
Herald: Chester Friedman, editor of
The Showmandiser section of Box-
office ; Chick Lewis, publisher of
Shoivmens Trade Reziezv.

New Orleans 'Item'

Hails Film Quality

New Orleans, Jan. 13.—The New
Orleans Ifein here, in a review of the
film industry, has a lot of good things
to say about the industry's past 12
months, "when 'Movietime, U.S.A.'
was invented and made to work—pos-
sibly the most complete co-ordination
ever achieved by an industry known
in the past for its internal jealousies
and warfare."
The Item calls 1951 the year in

which "most fans and critics agree,
movies really began to get better than
ever," when "attendance began to

climb back to the top," proving that

"there was some connection between
better films and the box-office."

The New Orleans daily observes
that at the beginning of the year a
common expression was, "I haven't
been to the movies for months !" At
the end of the year, says the Item,
these same circles were heard to say,

"We've started going to the movies
again

!"

SAG Awards Feb. 25
Hollywood, Jan. 13.—Screen Writ-

ers Guild annual awards will be an-
nounced and presented at a banquet
Feb. 25 at the Hollywood Palladium,
with the ceremony to be broadcast.

in Briet • .

"Trilby," by George Du Maurier,
will be the first of four to be produced
by George Minter for Renown Pic-

tures during 1952.

The other productions include

Thackeray's "Vanity Fair," and
Charles Dickens' "The Pickwick Pa-
pers." Also under consideration is an
adaptation of Richard Sheridan's

"School for Scandal." Minter will

visit Hollywood and New York to

confer with Richard Gordon, presi-

dent of Renown of America, regard-
ing distribution arrangements.

•

The Association of Documentary
and Television Film Cameramen, sec-

tion NABET-CIO, has inaugurated
a Robert Flaherty Memorial Library.
The funds from a recent ADTFC
showing of Flaherty films will be
used to create a library of technical

and theoretical books on the film as

a means of aiding the development of

film craftsmanship.
•

Toronto, Jan. 13.—Canadian Odeon
has transferred Sam Hebscher from
the Palace here to the Capitol to re-

place Connie T. Spencer, veteran man-
ager who has retired. Neil Main,
formerly at the Odeon at Gait, was
promoted to manage the Palace. It

has also adopted a new policy for the
two houses. Morning shows will start

at 10:00 A. M. with continuous per-
formances straight through to mid-
night, one hour later than usual.

•

In connection with the initial key-
city showings of "Week-End with
Father," LTniversal-International is of-
fering exhibitors from Coast to Coast,
for distribution to their patrons, quan-
tities of membership cards in the Gigi
Perreau Fan Clubs and special auto-
graphed photographs of the child star.

Miss Perreau is co-starred in "Week-
End."

•

The motion picture division of the
General Federation of Women's Clubs
has selected the following as its list

of the 10 best motion pictures of 1951 :

1, "The River;" 2, "A Streetcar
Named Desire;" 3, "An American in

Paris;" 4, "Death of a Salesman;"
5, "Bright Victory;" 6, "Tales of
Hoffmann ;" 7, "The Detective Story ;"

8, "Quo Vadis;" 9, "People Will
Talk;" 10, "Decision Before Dawn."

Gallo Distribution
Rights to US Firm
Rome, Jan. 13.—Gallo Film, Italian

production firm, is planning to pro-
duce two to three films a year with
distribution to be handled by an
American company. The firm recently
released "The Forgers" through
M-G-M, and last year released
"Northern Barrier" through Rank on
the Continent.

Building Code Hearing
Albany, N. Y., Jan. 13.—The

State Board of Standards and Ap-
peals will hold a second hearing here
this afternoon on proposed amend-
ments to the standard Building Code
for places of public assembly. Due
to a delay in transcribing the minutes
of the first session Dec. 13, the Board
could not distribute mimeographed
copies of possible changes made as a
result of criticisms and suggestions
advanced them.

Press Clinic

At Allied Meet
Minneapolis^ Jan. 13.—The annual

spring meeting of North Central Al-
lied—a date for which has not yet

been set—will feature, like last year's

gathering, a clinic and forum of NCA
exhibitors with newspaper editors,

publishers, editorial personnel and ad-

vertising men, along with advertising

and publicity representatives of pro-

ducers and distributors.

A drive has already been launched
to round-up the largest number of

delegates and guests ever to attend

an NCA meeting, according to Stan
Kane, NCA executive counsel. Every
exhibitor in the Minneapolis area
is being urged by the NCA to start

making arrangements to bring to the

convention the publisher, editor or
other key man on his town newspaper.
The exhibitor is urged to pay the
newspaper representative's expense to

Minneapolis, if necessary.
Kane requests outstate exhibitors to

make the date with their newspaper
people as soon as possible to aid the
association in completing plans for
their entertainment, as well as for the
clinic and forum.

Para. Sales Meet
{Continued from page 1)

sales and merchandising policy on
current and forthcoming product, pro-
duction plans for the future, short
subjects, television and an analysis
of advertising, publicity and exploita-

tion operations.

Present from the field will be divi-

sion managers M. R. Clark, South
Central

; J. J. Donohue, Central

;

Howard G. Minsky, Mid-Eastern;
Hugh Owen, Eastern and Southern,
and George A. Smith, Western

;
along

with Gordon Lightstone, Canadian
general manager, and Al Kane, assist-

ant Eastern and Southern division
manager.

MPAA Upholds
{Continued from page 1)

lished procedure, appealed to the
MPAA board. The latter viewed the
disputed film Friday afternoon before
making its decision in favor of
P. C. A,
"Wait Till the Sun Shines, Nellie"

is a George Jessel production, in Tech-
nicolor and stars David Wayne, Jean
Peters and Hugh Marlowe. It was
directed by Henry King and is sched-
uled for release next fall.

5 in 10 Weeks from
Rank in London
The stepped-up production activities

of the J. Arthur Rank Organization
during 1951 is reflected in the forth-
coming London premieres of five new
Rank films within the next 10 weeks,
the company's New York office reports.

First will be Ealing Studios' "His
Excellency." Following that, and
again from Ealing will be "Secret
People." "Hunted" will have its first

London showing on Feb. 14. In late
February "The Card" will have its

premiere.
Last to be launched, in early March

will be "I Believe In You," (formerly
entitled "One Sinner"). Immediately
following the British premieres, the
films will be flown to the United
States for distribution.
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• Outside the theatre, light merely helps to get your patrons

in. Inside, however, light on your screen is literally the whole

show. It alone must fulfill the expectancy of gripping scenes . . .

startling close-ups ... of color gloriously revealed in costume and

setting - all the elements of PERFECT ILLUSION.

If yours is one of the large percentage of inadequately lighted

indoor theatre screens, ask yourself: Are my lamps aligned and

in proper trim? Electrical equipment in good working order?

Screen reflectivity within the limits of recommended practice?

Remember, "National" projector carbon lighting costs less —
and means more — than any other exhibitor expense. Don't wait

for the box office to remind you that something is wrong.

"National" Projector Carbon Distributors and our Lighting

Specialists are always available to make specific recommendations

for improving the light on your screen.

BUY National PROJECTOR CARBONS... /or 6r/^/pfer screens

...for bigger box office
TRA DE-MA RK

The term "National" is a registered trade-mark of

Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation

NATIONAL CARBON COMPANY
A Division of Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation

30 Ea%t 42nd Street, New York 17. N. Y.

District Sales Offices: Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Kansas City, New York, Pittsburgh, San Francisco
JN CANADA: National Carbon Limited, Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg
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UPT - ABC
Issue Goes

Before FCC
Hearings on Merger Start

In Washington Today

Washixgtox. Jan. 14.—Hear-

ings will open tomorrow before

Federal Communications Commis-

sion examiner Leo Resnick on the

proposed merger between American

Broadcasting Co. and United Para-

mount Theatres and on the broad

question of whether UPT, Paramount
Pictures or their affiliates should be

allowed to remain in television.

The hearings will probably con-

tinue on and off for many months,

and a final decision is unlikely for a

year or more.
The first phase of the hearings will

deal with the question of whether

Paramount Pictures controls Allen B.

Du^ilont Laboratories and other ques-

tions dealing with the transfer of Du-
(Continued on page S)

'Greatest Show' in

Smash $145,000;

'ModerHits$95,000

Lively weekend business bolstered

most Broadway grosses this week
with a smash $145,000 forecast for the

opening week of "The Greatest Show
on Earth" at Radio City Music Hall

and a terrific $95,000 for the first

week of "The Model and the Mar-
riage Broker" at the Roxy. In ad-

dition to the filmfare, both houses

feature stage shows.

As to weekend business, the Roxy
Theatre reported that the 20th Cen-

tury-Fox film set a year-long non-

holiday record business, topped only

by the personal appearances of Milton

(.Continued on page 9)

Clark Resigns As
Para. Division Head

The resignation of M. R. fDuke)
Clark, Paramount Film Distributing

Corp. .South Central division manager,

due to poor heahh, was announced
yesterday by A. W. Schwalberg, presi-

dent. It is effective Feb. 29.

In a wire to Clark, Schwalberg
expressed "deep regret" on behalf of

the Paramount organization.

Clark joined Paramount in 1921.

(Continued on page 9)

Loew's Paid $2,750,000 to Mayer
For His Residual Interest in Films
Washington, Jan. 14. — The amount Loew's paid to Louis B.

Mayer, former production vice-president, for his residual interest

in the profits of films produced during his 27-year tenure with the
company, was revealed today in a Loew's report to the Securities

and Exchange Commission to be S2,7.50,000.

Mayer's employment having terminated on Aug. 31, 19.51, he
was entitled to receive thereafter 10 per cent of the net receipts
from further distribution of pictures produced between April 7,

1924, and the termination date. His employment contract provided
additionally that he was to receive 10 per cent of the value of any
stories of such pictures reused or sold.

Under an agreement dated Dec. 14, 1951, the company on that
day made a lump sum payment to flayer of 82,750,000 and all

obligations of Loew's to make any residual payments under his
terminated employment pact were cancelled.

Rental, Price

Problems to

TOA's Board

Wise. Allied Sets Up
Interim Arbitration Unit

RKO Theatres Board
Meeting Here Today
The first meeting of di-

rectors of RKO Theatres
Corp. who were elected at the
stockholders meeting held in

Dover, Delaware, on Jan. 10,

will take place today at the
home office here.

The principal business will

be the election of officers.

The board consists of Sol
A. Schwartz, Edward C. Raf-
terv, Ben - Fleming Sessel,

William J. Wardall, David J.

Greene and A. Louis Ores-
man.

B. of T. Gets First

U.K.TradeProblems

LoXDOx, Jan. 14. — In the first

meeting of a member of the present

British government with a film indus-

trj- official, Peter Thorneycroft, presi-

dent of the Board of Trade, toda)' told

Tom O'Brien, head of the National
Association of Theatrical and Kine
Employees, that he could make no
statements regarding policy for the

film industry in advance of the re-

assembly of Parliament.

At the conference. O'Brien "ufged
that the Conservative government im-

plement its predecessor's promise to

make a further loan of i2,000,000

($5,600,000) to the National Film
Finance Corp. and a three-vear loan

of £10,000,000 ($28,000,000) to the cor-

poration to insure continuance of

British film production. O'Brien states

(Continued on Page 4)

Milwaukee, Jan. 14.—Wisconsin
Allied jumped with both feet into the
field of arbitration by decision of the
board of directors of Allied Inde-
pendent Theatre Owners of ^^iscon-
sin at the first meeting of the new
board, president S. J. Goldberg ap-
pointing Ben Marcus chairman of a
committee of three to immediately
make an effort to solve the problem
facing small exhibitors.

This committee, known as the "Ar-
bitration of Film Committee." was set

up as a stop-gap until an all-industry

arbitration program is formulated.
Serving on the committee with

Marcus will be A. M. Spheeris of

the Towne Theatre. Milwaukee, and
Goldberg.
Other committee appointments con-

firmed at the meeting were

:

Legislative committee : F. J. Mc-
W'illiams, chairman, Eric Brown. C.
L. Baldwin, J. Goderski. John P. Ad-
ler. Fred Lienhardt, and Marcus.

Drive - in committee : Spheeris,
chairman, F. J. McWilliams. Robert
Karatz, John Schuyler, Sam Kostas

(Continued on page 81

Columbia Board
To Be Reduced

The number of Columbia directors
will be cut from 10 to nine effective
Feb. 20. .iindxr .a. new .ameudment to
the compkrt5''^'by--la\\^it was learned
here yesterday. The company's an-
nual stockholders' meeting will be held
Feb. 19.

The present ten-member board con-
sists of Harry Cohn, Jack Cobn, A.
Schneider, A. Montague, X. B. Spin-
gold, Donald S. Stralem. J. M.
Blancke, Arnold Grant, Henry Crown
and L. Rosensteil.

Trade Practices High on
Agenda of Coast Meeting

Watertowx^ X. Y., Jan. 14.

—

Discussions of trade practices will

occupy a considerable part of the

Theatre Owners of America exec-
utive board meeting on Jan. 28-31 in

Los Angeles. Gael Sullivan, TOA ex-

ecutive director, indicated today in an
address before some 30 Xorthern Xew
York exhibitors at the Hotel Wood-
ruff' here.

Sullivan listed for the meeting six

of the main items to appear on the

agenda of the Los Angeles parley.

They are : Submission and finalizing

of a TOA arbitration plan for the in-

dustry ; action on increased film rent-

als and forcing of admission prices

;

furtherance of organizational plans
for regional committees to handle ex-

(Continucd on page 8)

20th's Answer to

Spot TVNewscasts:
Longer Newsreels

.\ugmenting the regular issues of

Movietone X'ews, 20th Century-Fox
will produce and distribute a special

additional newsreel, 10 minutes in

length, issued twice a week starting

Jan. 18, in order to give expanded
spot coverage of important happenings
to selected theatres over the country.

The news-film expansion is another
industry answer to spot-news tele-

vision coverage and competition.

Peter Levathes, short sub-
jects sales manager for the
company, said that the innova-

(Continued on page 9)

Kirsch Protests
Small's TV Policy

Chicago, Jan. 14.—A protest has
been addressed by Jack Kirsch. presi-

dent of Allied Theatre Owners of
Illinois, to Edward Small against sale

of the latter's theatrical films to tele-

vision while the producer continues to

make films for theatres.

In a letter to Small released by
Kirsch today the local exhibitor leader
states : "I sincerely believe that you

(Continued on page 8)
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Personal MentionMay Release Loew's
Decree in D.C. Today
Washington, Jan. 14.— The

proposed Loew's consent de-

cree, which was expected to

be made public here today,

will not be available before

tomorrow at the earliest, ac-

cording to a Department of

Justice spokesman.
The decree is due to be pre-

sented to the New York Sta-

tutory Court on Jan. 23.

Johnston Off to Miami
ForMPA Conferences
Washington, Jan. 14. — Eric A.

Johnston, Motion Picture Association

of America president, left here tonight

for Miami in company with Joyce

O'Hara, MPAA vice-president, and

Sidney Schreiber, secretary, for meet-

ings with the presidents of the com-
panies who, tomorrow, will begin ne-

gotiations with James C. Petrillo, pres-

ident of the American Federation of

Musicians, on new contracts for stu-

dio instrumentalists. Johnston and the

otlier MPAA officials will not partici-

pate in the AFM talks, however.

Jolmston who today held a "rou-

tine" stafif meeting at the MPAA of-

fice here, will remain in Florida only

two or three days, it was indicated.

Hoover to Address
Dinner to Skouras
Former President Herbert H. Hoo-

ver will deliver the principal address

at a testimonial dinner honoring
George P. Skouras and J. Willard
Haj'den, principal benefactors of the

Boys' Club of Queens, to be given in

the Hotel Astor here on Thursday
evening, for the benefit of the $200,000
Boys' Club of Queens Campaign
Fund.
The dinner will launch a series of

fund-raising events to raise a working
capital of $200,000 for the benefit of

the club. Meyer J, Baranco, its presi-

dent, explained that George P.

Skouras, founder of Skouras Theatres
and president of United Artists Thea-
tre Circuit, donated a $50,000 land

grant for the erection of buildings to

house the activities of the club.

R. Richards, British

Showman, Dies at 67
London, Jan. 14.—Randolph Rich-

ards, theatre executive and past presi-

dent of the Cinematograph Exhibitors

Association, died Saturday night while

attending a masonic meeting in East-

bourne.

The 67-year-old executive was man-
aging director of Picturcdrome, Ltd.,

and Gaiety, Ltd.

Dr. Robert A. Black Dies
CiriCAf.o, Jan. 14.— Dr. Robert A.

Black, 72, director emeritus of medi-
cal service at Labrida Jackson Park
.sanitarium, chief charity of Variety

Club of Illinois, died Sunday at his

home in Maitland, Florida. Before
his retirement f)r. Black was medical

director of Labrida.

BEN GOETZ, head of M-G-M;s
British production activities, is

due back here today from the Coast

en route to London.
•

Gael Sullivan, Theatre Owners of

America executive director, will re-

turn to New York today from Water-
town, N. Y.

•

P. T. Dana, Universal Pictures

Eastern sales manager, will leave New
York tonight for a week's trip to Bos-
ton, Albany, Pittsburgh and Cleve-

land.
•

Joseph L Breen, Production Code
administrator, who recently underwent
major surgery at Hollywood Presby-
terian Hospital, returned to his home
yesterday.

•

C. R. McGowN, general manager of

Crescent Amusement Co., recently ob-

served his 30th anniversary with the

company.
•

Milton Bureau and his wife, co-

owners of Masterpiece Pictures, Inc.,

announce the birth of a boy, Milton,
JK.

Anthony Mann, director, will

leave here today for the Coast.

Jerry Davis, screenwriter, left here
for the Coast yesterday.

MAURICE BERGMAN, execu-

tive in charge of public relations

at Universal-International, returned to

his desk yesterday following an ill-

ness.

Walter Mirisch, Monogram-Al-
lied Artists executive producer, re-

turned to his Hollywood office yester-

day following a week's absence due
to an attack of influenza.

•

Louis A. Arru, co-owner and exec-

utive director of the Twin Drive-In
and the Skyway Drive-In theatres in

Louisville, underwent surgery in the

Kentucky Baptist Hospital there.
•

Alan M. Gundelfinger, vice-pres-

ident of Cinecolor Corp., has returned

from London where he spent nearly

a year setting up British Cinecolor
laboratories.

•

Ralph Cattell, general sales man-
ager and vice-president of Jerry Fair-

banks Productions, is in San Fran-
cisco from Hollywood.

•

Jack Benny and Mary Living-
stone celebrated their silver wedding
anniversary Sunday.

•

Alexander Markey, president of

Teleworld Productions, is en route to

France, England, India and Ceylon.

Little Hope for

Spanish Pact
Film export officials here appeared

yesterday to be ready to scrap what
prospects there were for a Spanish-

American film agreement.
At a meeting here tomorrow of the

Motion Picture Export Association

board the Spanish situation will come
in for a complete airing. It is pos-

sible that a decision will be made at

that meeting to forego further talks

with the Spaniards for the present.

Reason for the dark outlook was
said to be the Spaniards' stubborn
refusal to alter in any way the for-

mula for a pact which they submitted
some months ago following meetings
in Madrid with John G. McCarthy,
Motion Picture Association of Amer-
ica foreign department chief.

The MPAA, in an effort to get the
support of the Society of Independent
Motion Picture Producers for the
proposed agreement, has been attempt-
ing to get a specific allocation of im-
port permits for the independents. It

has been trying also to get similar

allocations for Republic and Mono-
gram. Reports from Tim Healey,
MPAA representative in Madrid,
have indicated the Spanish govern-
ment to be insisting on adherence to
the original formula which lumps all

independents.

The MPEA board will also discuss
developments with respect to export
to Brazil, Belgium and Japan, but the
Spanish situation is expected to oc-
cupy most of its attention at the meet-
ing.

Ellis G. Arnall, SIMPP president,
is due to arrive here tomorrow from
Atlanta. It is expected he will give
further attention to the Spanish situa-

tion.

NEW YORK THEATRES

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL
Rockefeller Center
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ON EARTH" I

Color by TECHNICOLOR <

plus
JSPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION !

GOLDWYN'S I

WANT
YOU"

V.^

Now! CRITERION Broadway al 45th St.

The First Report of

The Herald Institute

of Industry Opinion

will appear in

this week's issue of

Motion Picture Herald
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TRADE
SHOWINGS:

ALBANY
Fox Screen Room

ATLANTA
RKO Screen Room

BOSTON
RKO Screen Room

BUFFALO
Century Theatre

CHARLOTTE
Manor Theatre

CHICAGO
Chicago Theatre

CINCINNATI
Palace

CLEVELAND
Palace

DALLAS
Majestic Theatre

DENVER
Orpheum Theatre

DES MOINES
Fox Screen Room

DETROIT
Arc Theatre

INDIANAPOLIS
Circle Theatre

KANSAS CITY
RKO Missouri Theatre

LOS ANGELES
RKO Screen Room

MEMPHIS
Loews Palace Theatre

MILWAUKEE
Garfield Theatre

MINNEAPOLIS
Orpheum Theatre

NEW HAVEN
Loews Poli Theatre

NEW ORLEANS
Orpheum Theatre

NEW YORK
RKO 86th St. Theatre

OKLAHOMA
Story Center Theatre

OMAHA
State Theatre

PHILADELPHIA
Earle Theatre

PITTSBURGH
Stanley Theatre

PORTLAND
Orpheum Theatre

ST. LOUIS
Fox Theatre

SALT LAKE CITY
Utah Theatre

SAN FRANCISCO
RKO Screen Room

SEATTLE
Orpheum Theatre

SIOUX FALLS
Hollywood Theatre

WASHINGTON
Film Center ScreenRoom

Fri. 1/18

Fri. 1/18

2:00 P.M.

2:30 P.M.

Fri. 1/18 2:30 P.M.

Fri. 1/18 8:30 P.M.

Wed. 1/16

Fri. 1/18

Fri. 1/25

Fri. 1/18

9:00 P.M.

8:30 P.M.

9:00 P.M.

8:30 P.M.

Wed. 1/30 8:30 P.M.

Fri. 1/25 8:00 P.M.

Fri. 1/18

Fri. 1/18

Fri. 1/18

Fri. 1/25

Fri. 1/18

1:00 P.M.

1:30 P.M.

8:30 P.M.

8:30 P.M.

2:00 P.M.

Fri. 1/18 8:00 P.M.

Fri. 1/18

Fri. 1/18

Mon. 1/21

Fri. 1/25

Fri. 1/18

Fri. 1/18

Fri. 1/18

Thurs. 1/17

Tues. 1/29

Tues. 1/22

Fri. 1/18

Fri. 1/18

Fri. 1/18

Fri. 1/18

Thurs. 1/17

Fri. 1/18

8:30 P.M.

8:45 P.M.

8:00 P.M.

8:30 P.M.

9:00 P.M.

8:30 P.M.

8:45 P.M.

8:30 P.M.

8:30 P.M.

8:30 P.M.

8:15 P.M.

9:00 P.M.

2:00 P.M.

8:30 P.M.

9:00 P.M.

2:30 P.M.

KaS VEGAS.,
where everybody plays a game!
And these two play the

oldest gome on earth

HOWARD HUGHES presents

JANE RUSSELL* VICTOR MATURE
in

o-sto.ring VINCENT PRICE with HOAGYCARMICHAEL JANEand

HOAGY
Produced by ROBERT SPARKS • Directed by ROBERT STEVENSON

Screenplay by EARL FELTON ond HARRY ESSEX
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RKO RADIO PICTURES, Inc.

TRADE SHOWINGS
of

TRAIL GUIDE
ALBANY
Fox Scr. Rm.
11152 B'way

ATLANTA
RKO Scr. Rm. Fri.

195 Luckie St. N.W.

BOSTON
RKO Scr. Rm. Fri.

122-28 .Arlington St.

BUFFALO
Mo. Pic. Oper. Scr. Rm.
498 Pearl St. Wed. 1/23

CHARLOTTE
Fox Scr. Rm. Fri.

308 S. Church St.

CHICAGO
RKO Scr. Rm. Fri.

1300 S. Wabash Ave.

CINCINNATI
RKO Scr. Rm.
12 E. 6th St.

CLEVELAND
Fox Scr. Rm.
2219 Payne Ave.

DALLAS
Para. Scr. Rm. Fri.

412 S. Hanvood St.

DENVER
Para. Scr. Rm. Fri.

2100 Stout St.

DES MOINES
Orpheum Thea.
Locust & 8th St.

DETROIT
Blumenthal's Scr. Rm.
2310 Cass Ave. Fri.

INDIANAPOLIS
Univ. Scr. Rm. Fri.

517 N. Illinois St.

KANSAS CITY
Para. Scr. Rm. Fri.

1800 Wyandotte St.

LOS ANGELES
RKO Scr. Rm. Fri.

1980 S. Vermont Ave.

ME.MPHIS
Fox Scr. Rm. Fri.

151 Vance Ave.

MILWAUKEE
Warner Screen

Room
212 W. Wisconsin Ave

MINNEAPOLIS
Fox Scr. Rm. Fri.

1015 Currie Ave.

NEW HAVEN
Fox Scr. Rm. Tues. 1/22
40 Whiting St.

NEW ORLEANS
Fox Scr. Rm. Fri.

200 S. Liberty St.

NEW YORK
RKO Scr. Rm.
630 Ninth Ave

OKLAHOMA
Fox Scr. Rm.
10 N. Lee St.

OMAHA
Fox Scr. Rm.
1502 Davenport St

PHILADELPHIA
RKO Scr. Rm. Fri.

250 N. 13th St.

PITTSBURGH
RKO Scr. Rm. Fri.

1809-13 Blvd. ol Allies

PORTLAND
Star Scr. Rm. Fri.

925 N.W. 19th Ave.

ST. LOUIS
RKO Scr. Rm. Fri.

3143 Olive St.

SALT LAKE CITY
Fox Scr. Rm. Fri.

216 E. 1st St. So.

SAN FRANCISCO
RKO Scr. Rm. Fri.

251 Hyde St.

SEATTLE
Jewel Box Scr. Rm.
2318 2nd Ave. Fri.

SIOUX FALLS
HollyWd Thea. Fri.

212 N. Philips Ave.

WASHINGTON
Film Center
Screen Room Fri.

932 New Jersey Ave.

Fri. 1/18 4:00 P.M.

1/18 10:30 A.M.

1/18 10:30 A.M.

3:30 P.M.

1/18 2:00 P.M.

1/18 11:00 A.M.

Men. 1/21 9:30 P.M.

Fri. 1/18 2:30 P.M.

1/18 2:30 P.M.

Fri. 1/18 2:00 P.M.

Fri. 1/18 8:30 P.M.

1/18 10:30 A.M.

1/18 1:00 P.M.

1/18 1:00 P.M.

1/18 10:30 A.M.

1/18 2:30 P.M.

Fri. 1/18 10:30 A.M.

1/18 10:30 A.M.

3:30 P.M.

1/18 10:30 A.M.

Fri. 1/18 11:00 A.M.

Fri. 1/18 10:30 A.M.

Fri. 1/18 10:30 A.M.

1/18 2:30 P.M.

1/18 2:30 P.M.

1/18 2:30 P.M.

1/18 11:30 A.M.

1/18 1:30 P.M.

1/18 10:.30A.M,

1/18 11:00A.M

1/18 9:30 A.M

1/18 10:30 A.M

Plans for National

Distribution Are

Set up by Fairbanks

Hollywood, Jan. 14.—Augmenting
its production and sales departments,

Jerry Fairbanks Productions plans to

create immediate!)' a large new na-

tional distribution division throughout
the U. S. to service television outlets

and sponsors. To be headed by Ralph
Cattell, vice-president and general

sales manager of the Fairbanks firm,

the new division not only will dis-

tribute Fairbanks video programs but

those produced by other companies.

Separation from Official

At the same time the producer in

a joint announcement with Official

Films revealed the complete separa-

tion from the Eastern sales-distribu-

tion organization. Official, which has
been the sales agency for a number
of Fairbanks films since the split of

the two corporations last year, is re-

turning all product to the producer in

accordance with an agreement, reach-
ed between Fairbanks and William
Goodheart, president of Official, in

New York.
Modern Talking Pictures, long one

of the largest distributing agencies in

the commercial film field, will handle
print shipments and inspections for
the new Fairbanks division through
its 29 exchanges. The pact with Mod-
ern was finalized last week, the pro-
ducer said.

8 Packages Will Be Available

Eight packages will be made avail-
able immediately through the Fair-
banks distributing division, the pro-
ducer reported. These include 13
"Jackson and Jill" half-hour comedies,
26 "Going Places with Uncle George,"
26 "Television Closeups," 195 "Cru-
sader Rabbit" animation shows, 13
"Hollywood Half-Hour" dramatic
presentations, 52 "American Legion
Wrestling" hour-long films, 26 "Para-
dise Island" musicals and 26 "Public
Prosecutor" dramas which now are
being re-edited as 15-minute pro-
grams.

"Academy Playhouse" a new dra-
matic series, has been set for filming
this winter and will be handled by the
new division.

Using the firm's newly opened
branches in key cities as the nucleus
for the organization, the distributing

division rapidly will be expanded to

cover 18 areas. Ultimate goal is an
office in each of the current 64 TV
markets. Present branch offices are
in New York, Chicago, Cleveland and
Detroit. Separate distribution offices

will be established in Los Angeles this

week and a branch in Atlanta will be
opened later this month.

Name Independent
To Key CEA Post
London, Jan. 14.— John W.

Davies, past chairman of the

London and Home Counties

Branch of the Cinematograph
Exhibitors Association and a

member of the Films Coun-
cil, an independent exhibitor,

is the sole nominee for the

post of CEA vice-president.

Thus Davies automatically
becomes vice - president, and
president for 1953.

It had been anticipated that

a circuit man, ABC's Sidney
Lewis, would get the post.

B. of T. Gets
(Continued from page 1)

Set Student Rate in Chi.
Chicago, Jan. 14. — Schoenstadt's

Piccadilly Theatre here has inaugu-
rated a student admission rate of 50
cents, compared to the theatre's adult

admission of 74 cents. Reduced rate

cards will be issued by the manager to

students who request them, and the

cards also will be honored at the

neighboring Harper and Hyde Park,
hfith of which also are part of the

Schoenstadt circuit. It is believed that

this is the first such move in recent

years on the part of a local exhibitor,

although P>alaban and Katz reportedly

are mulling the institution of a simi-

lar plan.

that the objects of the Eady Plan will

be defeated unless the government
adopts his proposals. He also warns
the Board of Trade to look into the

management of the so-called Group
Three scheme under which novitiate

directors are sponsored with public

money. Other O'Brien suggestions are

matters relating to the entertainment

tax, an increase in American produc

tion here and the proposal that future

monetary agreements should be nego
tiated not between the government and
American film interests but through
a represenative Anglo-American Film
Council, which O'Brien has long ad
vocated.

The official Board of Trade state

ment following the meeting said : "In

the course of the discussion the presi

dent (Thorneycroft) said he was not

prepared to make a statement con-
cerning the government's general film

policy in advance of the re-assembly

of Parliament, but that he had taken

careful note of the points raised

and will give them full consideration.'

Although this leaves the anxious
film trade here, particularly producers
precisely where they were, O'Brien
nevertheless professed great satisfac

tion with the outcome of the meeting-

Many of the trade are wondering
how the government could seek to

persuade Commons to vote large sums
to a luxury trade while it is making
savage cuts in other and more essen

tial industries ? Only recently Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer Richard Aus-
ten Butler instructed banks to with
hold further advances to customers
unless the money is required for essen-

tial enterprises. That makes another
headache for independent producers
and an additional argument for those
who want to see N.F.F.C. wound up

Some trade observers believe, that

O'Brien aimed high in an effort to

prevent the whole business of

N.F.F.C. from being liquidated, as

some have predicted it will be.

Next, George Elvin of the Associa-

tion of Cine & Allied Technicians

will meet with Thorneycroft on

Jan. 21.

CEA Independents

Defeat Rank Plan

For Reorganization

London, Jan. 14.—In the first trial

of strength between independent ex-

hibitor members of the Cinematograph
Exhibitors Association and J. Arthur
Rank since the latter's Circuits Man-
agement Association returned to mem-
bership in CEA, the independents

came out on top.

Part of Rank's plan for a reorgan-

ized CEA was the vesting of greater

authority in the Renters-Exhibitors-

Producers committee and the appoint-

ment of a full-time secretary to REP
who had no previous direct associa-

tion with the industry- Sir Wilfrid

Eady's name had been mentioned for

the post. It was suggested also that

the expenses of the re-formed com-
mittee be paid out of the Eady Pool.

CEA's general council now has

agreed to appoint a part-time secre-

tary from within the industry
;

ap-

point a chairman for a year, to be

selected from each association in turn,

and to have the expenses met by the

associations concerned.

CEA stalwarts were particularly

opposed to the Eady Pool bearing the

committee's expenses. It would, they
felt, lead to a procession of other ap-
plicants and might imply they agreed
to the permanency of the Eady Pool
which presently is arranged to con-
tinue for three years only.

Ontario Board Classifies 2
Toronto, Tan. 14.—The Ontario

Board of Censors has ordered the

classification of "Rage of Burlesque"
and "Without Pity" as adult enter-

tainment.

Lefko Is Named WB
Manager in Chicago
George Lefko has been promoted

from assistant manager of Warner's

exchange in Chicago to manager, suc-

ceeding Jack Shumow, resigned, by

Ben Kalmenson, distribution vice-

president.

Lefko had been a salesman for

Warner in Cincinnati and then local

sales manager in Chicago where he

was promoted to assistant brancli

manager in 1951.

Fly to fun and relaxation on a

in the Sun Country
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Reviews
"The Wild North"
{Metro-GoIdwyn-Mayer)

A COLORFUL, sprawling outdoor action drama has been put together
with outstanding- skill in "The Wild North." There is continuous action

and never-failing interest in this lusty tale of a man hunt in the frozen wastes
of the Canadian north. A strong narrative thread runs through the picture,

setting it conspicuously above the conventional large-scale outdoor dramas.
Audiences of almost every type should respond to it with enthusiasm. The
picture is photographed in highly effective Ansco color which makes the most
of the snow-blanketed scenery. Incidentally the picture marks the first for

M-G-M in Ansco color.

Two men are pitted against one another in this story of a strange hunter-
and-hunted relationship. They are Stewart Granger and Wendell Corey and
very early it is established that both are men of extraordinary courage and
manliness. Granger is a considerate but powerful trapper from the North and
Corey is a trouble-shooting member of the mounted police.

One day at a tavern Granger is attracted to a half-breed girl, Cyd Charisse.

At the same time he tangles rather tumultuously With a bully, Howard Petrie.

Later, Granger meaning to shoot Petrie on the shoulder actually kills him
when the latter heads his canoe towards the dangerous rapids, thereby threat-

ening the lives of Miss Charisse and Granger who also were in the canoe.

Granger goes into flight and Corey into pursuit. First there is the dramatic
search for Granger, then the heartbreaking task of bringing him back against

all the furious hazards of the elements. The road back is filled with exciting

incidents not the least of which is an attack from a wolf pack. This scene

plus several others make excellent pegs on which to hang exploitation ideas.

Andrew Marton has directed with an uncommon sense of entertainment

values.

Irony plays a prominent part in the conclusion of the story. At any event
it all ends happily.

There is a rugged fascination to both Granger and Corey although there is

sharp contrast in their acting styles. Miss Charisse, who takes care of the

picture's romantic end, is always visually pleasing.

Stephen Ames produced, from a screenplay by Frank Fenton. Running time,

97 minutes. General audience classification. Release not set.

Mandel Herbstman

ttBonnie Prince Charlie
(Siiadn- Productions)

THE MARQUEE VALUE of David Niven's name and some good color

by Technicolor photography are about the best assets of this British

importation. This art-house film is a handsomely mounted but unexciting

recapitulation of the ill-fated attempt of Charles Stuart to wrest the British

throne from George II in 1745. There are the makings of a good historical

romance here, but they are lost in the episodic and ponderously written script

and in the miscasting of Niven in the title role. As the Young Pretender

who excites his Scottish kinsmen to righteous rebellion, Niven has neither the

fire, color nor sincerity to make the cause creditable. Indeed, it seems that

both England and Scotland were well rid of this Stuart.

The supporting cast fares better. Margaret Leighton is lovely and believable

as one of the ladies fated to love and be left by the Bonnie Prince. Finlay

Currie makes a doughtly old character of the Scotch nobleman who has

served James III, Charlie's father in exile and Jack Hawkins, playing the

hot-headed general of the rebellion, seems to be the only strong man in the

uprising.

The real star of the picture, though, is the color by Technicolor, which
admirably catches the mood of the grey-blue highlands and the vividness of

the tartan-clad rebels. The picture shows only one of Charlie's battles and
afterwards concentrates on his successful escape from Scotland. Director
Anthony Kimmins has emphasized the romantic and pictorial qualities at the

expense of dramatic continuity and suspense.

Clemence Dane wrote the script and Edward Black produced the Alexander
Korda presentation.

Running time, 101 min. General audience classification. January release.

National

Pre-Selling

All New U. K. Films
On Acetate Stock
London, Jan. 14.— All new

films released here are on
safety stock and no more nit-

rate stock is being manufac-
tured, the Joint Committee
of Cinematograph Exhibitors
Association and Kinemato-
graph Renters Society states.

Although a few older films

on nitrate stock are still in

circulation they will gradu-
ally be weeded out. In conse-
quence, new government safe-
ty regulations scheduled for
later this year will be held in
abeyance.

'lA'Asks High Court

To Reject CSU Plea

Washington, Jan. 14.—The lATSE
today asked the U. S. Supreme Court
to turn down an appeal by the Confer-
ence of Studio Unions from a lower
court decision throwing out a CSU
anti-trust suit against the lATSE and
the major producers.
The lATSE argued that to make

the suit stick, the CSU must not only
allege a conspiracy between the
lATSE and the studios but must
prove that the CSU and its members
were directly injured "by an overt act

which does or tends to restrain trade."

On this basis, the lATSE argued, the
lower courts had correctly thrown the
case out.

The Alliance also argued that the
pending case presented the same issues

as an earlier case, which the Supreme
Court refused to hear after the lower
courts had also ruled against the CSU.

Independent Group
To Meet Feb. 12

Boston, Jan. 14.—The annual meet-
ing of Independent Exhibitors, Inc.

will be held here at Town House on
Feb. 12.

A full report will be given on the
accomplishments of the national
allied board meeting in Washington
and also reports of progress on local

levels. A report on theatre TV is

also on the agenda.

More profit with LIPPERTl

New Crescent House
To Open on Feb. 28
Nashville, Jan. 14. — Crescent

Amusement's new house, the Tennes-

see, occupying the ground floor and

a five-story addition in the rear of

the Sudekum Building, is scheduled to

ooen Feb. 28, according to R. E.

Baulch. president, who announced that

Floyd R. Rice, formerly manager of

the Knickerbocker, will manage the

new house, with Earl T. Kemp, as-

sistant manager of the Knickerbocker
as house manager.

Porter Woolwine, former manager
of the Inglewood, goes to the Knick-
erbocker and is succeeded by Louis

Rubenstein, his assistant at the Ingle-

wood. The Tennessee, with a seating

capacity of 2,030 and costing more
than $1,000,000, is Crescent's newest

and largest.

Monday Deadline Set
In Scrap Metal Drive
Next Monday has been set as the

deadline for the completion of scran
metal collections in the New York
area of the industry, William Murph'-
of Republic, chairman of the industry's
national defense scrap metal drive
reported here yesterday followinq; g

meeting at the 20th Century-Fox
home office of local branch managers
of all distributors.

Addresses Managers
The managers, who were addressed

by John B. McCullough, head of the

conservation department of the Motion
Picture Association of America, will

act through their office managers to

effect the collections. Murphy said.

The MPAA has been cooperating
with the sfovernment in the national

scrap metal drive.

[ ORETTA NORTH, Australia's

most beautiful girl, who won the

title "Miss Kangaroo" over 35,000

contestants, is in New York this week,
having arrived from the Coast by way
of Washington on her national pre-

selling tour for the 20th Century-Fox
picture, "Kangaroo." She is accom-
panied by her two pet kangaroos, Joey
and Matilda Roo, who are a joy to

children and television audiences.

Some 180 smart-set representatives

(juvenile grade) greeted her Satur-
day afternoon at a very special party.

Altogether she will visit 32 cities, with
an average of nine activities planned
in each city, for the benefit of the
press, radio, television, and trade con-
tacts. Plans for the country-wide
tour have been under guidance of

Stirling Silliphant, national publicity

manager, and Blake McVeigh, exploi-
tation representative on tour.

•

One hundred and thirty-eight wo-
man's page editors from leading
American newspapers, visiting New
York at the invitation of the Dress
Institute, were guests at the Little

Carnegie Theatre on Sunday eve-
ning, where they saw the Japanese
prize-winning film, "Rashomon."
The visit to the theatre was the
finale of an evenfng devoted to the
Japanese motif, newest in theme
fashions, which began with a dinner
that included some of Japan's most
exotic dishes, served in John Fred-
erick's Park Avenue apartment, and
followed by a preview of his Japa-
nese-inspired millinery. Life mag-
azine will feature a spread on
"Rashomon" in the Jan. 23 issue,
which makes its appearance on the
stands Jan. 18.

•

National pre-sclling for Walt Dis-
ney's "Snow White and the Seven
Dimrfs," ivhich gets under zvay this
month, is/ill be the most complete ever
given a motion picture. A total of 22
national magazines and 34 color comic
sections have been chosen, zvith an es-
timated circulation of 100,000,000
readers. Four entertainers have ar-
rived in Boston this tueek from Hol-
lyzi'ood to begin an extensive tour for
the

_ area promotion of the picture
ivhich opens in Netv England in Feb-
ruary. The entertainers include the
original voice of Snoiv White, the
voice of Donald Duck and tzuo ani-
mators and comedians from the Walt
Disney studios. Appearances are
scheduled for the most part in high
schools and over radio and TV sta-
tions. A poster campaign in 979 First
National^ Stores is under ztmy, zvith
cooperative advertising in 50 nezsts-

papcrs and over the entire Yankee
netzt'ork.

•

The San Francisco Paramount The-
atre has installed sheet music and
record sales counters in the lobby as
a theatre sales and pre-selling gesture
for Warner Brothers' "I'll See You
in My Dreams," based on the life of
Gus Kahn and with Columbia record
albums available.

•

Seventeen magazine reports that 66
theatres have asked for display ma-
terial offered in connection zvith the
nuigazine's selection of "An American
in Paris" as the publication's "Pie-
ture-of-the-Montli."

Walter Brooks
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These are some of the leading theatres

playing '*THE BATTLE AT APACHE PASS"

during the month of April!
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W. Va. Allied Okays
National Program
Charleston, W. Va., Jan. 14.

—West Virginia Allied Thea-
tre's Association announces
the endorsement of all reso-

lutions, including all-inclusive

arbitration that were adopted
at the national Allied conven-
tion here last October.

Wisconsin Allied
(Continued from page 1)

and Leo Miner. Budget committee:

Russell Leddy, chairman, Eric Brown,

Oliver Trampe, Floyd Albert, Edward
Johnson and John O'Connor.
Membership committee : Russell

Leddy, chairman, and all board mem-
bers.

Screening committee : Joe Strother,

chairman, Harry Melcher, Dick

Saeger, Angelo Provinzano, Harry
Perlewitz, Jake Eskin and Harry
Karp.

Special committee to cooperate with

National Allied: Marcus, chairman,

John P. Adler, F. J. McWilliams,
Arnold Brumm, Harry Perlewitz and

Angelo Provinzano.

TOA's Board
(Continued from page 1)

hibitor grievances; a "round-table"

discussion with studio officials on

methods to stimulate the box-office;

plans and progress in connection with

TOA's 'war' against state and local

taxes, and a report on the status of

the industry's forthcoming presenta-

tion to the Federal Communications
Commission in the bid for TV chan-

nels.

The meeting of the Northern New
York exhibitors was the final gather-

ing of its kind in the organization of

a new Albany unit of TOA. It was
not immediately ascertainable whether
all theatres represented at the lunch-

eon-meeting joined the Albany TOA,
but the establishment of the unit now
is a fact, it was said. Even though
officers have yet to be named, many
member theatres already have con-

tributed dues, according to spokesmen
for the unit.

Drive-ins Stressed
At KMTA Meeting

Kaxs.xs Citv, Jan. 14.—The board
of directors of the Kansas-Missouri
Theatre Association has decided on an
early spring meeting of the Associa-

tion with particular attention to

drive-in theatres, probably in Febru-
ary. The board asked distributors

for more territory screenings with
company representatives present.

ff

To Protest Ban

On Color TV
Washington, Jan. 14.—An indus-

try protest against the government's

ban on commercial use of color the-

atre television equipment is now in

the draft stage, and should be filed

with the National Production Au-
thority within the next two weeks.

A meeting of television experts

of the Motion Picture Association of

America and Theatre Owners of

America some weeks ago in New
York referred the question of the

government's M-90 order to the vari-

ous attorneys working for the two
groups. The attorneys have now
agreed on a proposed protest, urging

the government to exempt color the-

atre TV equipment from the color tele-

vision ban, and is circularizing the top

officials of the two organizations for

comments and suggestions. The draft

argues that the amount of critical ma-
terials used will not be large and

demand will not be stimulated unduly.

Arnstein Monogram
Studio Manager
Hollywood, Jan. 14.—Eugene Arn-

stein. formerly with Universal, War-
ner Brothers and Fox Theatres, and
most recently with Pathe Laboratories

as aide to Wilham C. MacMillan, Jr.,

today was appointed by Monogram
president Steve Broidy as studio

manager and director of personnel at

the company's headquarters here.

New Orleans Stop
For DeMille Today

Cecil B. DeMille, director and pro-

ducer of "The Greatest Show On
Earth," will arrive in New Orleans

today for the third stop of his cross-

country promotion tour on behalf of

this Paramount release. DeMille has

already covered New York and At-

lanta, where he met with representa-

tives of the press, radio and television,

as well as leading exhibitors.

TOA Urges Members
To Aid 'Dimes Drive'
Members of the Theatre Owners of

.\merica are urged to show the 1952

March of Dimes campaign trailer in

their theatres during the week of

Jan. 24 to 31.

In a special bulletin, Mitchell

Wolfson, TOA president, notes that

the trailer contains no reference to

audience collections but reminds that

the National Foundation for Infantile

Paralysis urges that collections be

conducted.

UPT-ABC
(Continued from page 1)

Mont under the Paramount consent

decree reorganization plan. The Com-
mission has tentatively found that

Paramount does control DuMont, but

the whole question is being gone over

again.

After the DuMont questions are

heard—probably by Friday—the hear-

ings will recess until Feb. 4.

The Commission still has not acted

on the second application of Partmar
Corp. and other Fanchon and Marco
affiliates for permission to intervene.

However, since the F. and M. compa-
nies are not directly concerned with

the DuMont issues, the Commission
does not actually have to act tomor-
row, but has until the hearings re-

sume in February. The Commission
turned down the intervention plea

once, but was asked to reconsider this

decision.

Kirsch Protests
(Continued from page 1)

are doing the exhibitors of the coun-
try a grave injustice by attempting
to carry water on both shoulders—to

sell to both the theatres and TV. If

you think that TV offers you a better

source of revenue, you should con-
centrate on that field. If you are

going to continue to sell to television

you should leave the production of

pictures for theatres to producers who
still believe their future rests with
the motion picture industry."

Kirsch said his protest was occa-

sioned by trade press reviews of

Small's "Indian Uprising," distributed

by Columbia, following announce-
ments of the showing of 26 Small
productions over television station

WNBQ here.

Next Building Code
Hearing March 24
Albany, N. Y., Jan. 14.—Criticisms

and suggestions bv theatre representa-

tives and safety experts, at a hearing
this afternoon before Commissioner
George S. Raymond, of the State
Board of Standards and Appeals, on
proposed amendments to the Standard
Building Code's for places of public
assembly were taken under advise-
ment for study before the next session
here March 24.

Today's hearing was concerned
principally with three points : new re-

quirements for safety in heating ap-
paratus in existing theatres ; the regu-
lation for enclosed stairways leading
from balcony to foyer or lobby, and
the definition of "waiting space" in

a new section on the calculation of

seating capacity.

Glass Before House
Hollywood, Jan. 14.—A Stanley

Kramer Co. spokesman today con-
firmed the published report that

George Glass, vice-president, will make
a voluntary appearance before the

House committee on Un-American
Activities at the hearings starting

Jan. 21. Glass is now in New York.

Delay Dipson Decision
Washington, Jan. 14.—The U. S.

Supreme Court did not act on the

Dipson Theatres appeal at its session

today. The court will meet for an-

other decision session Monday, Jan.

28, and action is considered likely at

that time.

Large Guild

Audience Seen
A pre-sold audience running into

many thousands of members of the

Theatre Guild, spread across the

country, is seen as one of the advan-
tages to the projected theatre televis-

ing of Theatre Guild productions, it

was learned here yesterday.

One of the reasons United Para-
mount Theatres, which is currently

engaged in talks on the project, is

enthusiastic about its potential is the

large Theatre Guild audience through-

out the country which will be pre-

sold before the particular stage show
is televised in the theatre.

Theatre Guild members, it is un-
derstood, will be advised of a particu-

lar television project in their neigh-

borhood theatre and urged to see the

stage presentation on large-screen

TV. Besides selling tickets to Guild
members, other sales would be made
at the box-office, according to pres-

ent plans.

The Guild-theatre television tie-up,

still in the talking stage, will ofifer

theatre television its first continuous
programming since theatre TV's in-

ception, according to a UPT spokes-

man. He said that plays will be tele-

vised to a closed circuit of theatres

once or twice a month. At this stage,

no estimate of the number of the-

atres which would participate could

be furnished.

The experiment, a UPT spokesman
added, which is expected to be
launched this spring should provide
the answer whether stage productions
are a box-office attraction for large-

screen TV. Production and distribu-

tion of the theatre televised plays

will be handled by the Guild.

Meet on Plans for
Coming TV Hearings
Washington, Jan. 14.—Television

officials of the Motion Picture Asso-
ciation of America will meet in New
York tomorrow, and Wednesday to

consider further strategy for the com-
ing theatre television hearings before
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion.

A joint meeting of lawyers and en-

gineers of the MPAA and the The-
atre Owners of America on Friday
and Saturday worked out what ground
would be covered by each group in the

FCC hearings. The MPAA sessions

in New York will refine still further

the evidence to be presented by
MPAA witnesses who will testify,

and what points each witness will

cover.

Intensive Campaign
For 'Red SJcies'
A five-state, 200-theatre Far West

saturation opening of 20th Century-
Fox's "Red Skies of Montana" will

receive special intensive local level

publicity and exploitation promotion
by a personal appearance tour of Jack
Barrows, U. S. Forest Service repre-

sentative and the film's technical ad-
viser.

Barrows will launch tlie junket next
week at Salt Lake City, following
which he will visit San Francisco,
Seattle, Portland, and Denver. Leo
Pillot, 20th representative, left here
yesterday by plane for Salt Lake City
to handle arrangements for Barrows'
tour.
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Newsreels
(Continued from page 1)

tion in news coverage will be

shown first at the Embassy
Newsreel's circuit here, the

Roxy Theatre and the Grand
Central Theatre in the New
York metropolitan area.

All items will be of headline inter-

est, specially filmed on the spot by

Movietone's stafif of cameramen, and

will be rushed through for imrnediate

showings at theatres participating in

the augmented schedule.

Katz Comments
Announcement of the expanded ser-

vice brought this comment from the

heads of the theatres participating

:

David Katz, executive director of the

Roxy: "This service will make for a

completely rounded motion picture

program. Our patrons will now be

able to see many of the events which
the regular newsreel is forced to omit

because of limitations of length."

Norman Elson, head of the Embassy
Newsreel Theatres : "The patron will

be getting much more of the world's

happenings with many exclusive for-

eign datelined items, providing an
up-to-the-minute picture of important

world events happening today. This

is one of the most important innova-

tions in the newsreel field in the past

decade." Bill Lyons of the Grand
Central Theatre hailed the special

news feature as "a boon to the news-
reel theatre giving them a lot more
to ofifer in the way of special events

than heretofore. It will solve a great

many programming problems for the

newsreel theatre operator."

Greatest Show, ' 'Model
(Continued from page 1)

Berle and Danny Kaye. The weekend
gross alone was put at $56,000.

Also among the films registering

robust grosses are "I Want You" at

the Criterion, where a solid $25,000

is seen for its fourth week, and "Quo
V'adis" which is expected to hit an

excellent $36,000 for its 10th week

at the Astor. "Double Dynamite" at

the Paramount, which also features a

stage show, is forecast to rack up a

good $55,000 for its third and final

week. "Scandal Sheet" bows there

tomorrow.

'Story' Solid

At the Mayfair, a solid $23,000 is

seen for the 10th week of "Detective

Story," while the Victoria's gross for

the fourth week of "Death of a Sales-

man" is estimated at a fine $22,000.

"Submarine Command" will replace

"My Favorite Spy" at the Globe on

Friday with the Bob Hope starrer

expected to bow out with a fair $15,000

for its third and final week. A satis-

factory $26,000 is seen for the second

and final week of "Westward the

Women" at the Capitol, where "The
Light Touch" will bow in tomorrow.

'Decision' Fair

Under the fair category is "Decision

Before Dawn" at the Rivoli, where
the film is expected to register $16,000

for its fourth inning. "The Wide
Blue Yonder" is estimated to do a

not too good $10,000 for its second

and final week at Loew's State where
"For Men Only" bows in today. A
fair-to-good gross of $20,000 is fore-

cast for the third and final week of

"Distant Drums" at the Warner. It

will be replaced today with "Room
for One More."
At the off-Broadway houses, "Tales

of Hofl^mann" is doing nicely at the

Sutton with $8,500 seen for the third

stanza, and a big $8,500 is expected

for the 12th inning of "The Lavender
Hill Mob" at the Fine Arts Theatre.

Cyrano' Gross High
In Pittsburgh

Harrisburg, Pa., Jan. 14.
—"Cyrano

de Bergerac" grossed $2,504 Saturday

and Sunday at Loew's Regent Theatre
here, marking the largest business the

house has done in four months. The
figure outgrossed the two previous

Stanley Kramer pictures at the house,

"Champion" and "Home of the

Brave."

Clark Resigns
(Continued from page 1)

He spent the next two years as a

salesman in Columbus, was named
special representative in Western
Canada in 1922, and in 1923 moved
back to the states for a five-year stint

as special company representative in

the Midwest. In 1928 he was upped
to Columbus branch manager, a post

he held until 1938. He was subse-
quently manager of the Cleveland and
Los Angeles branches. Then after

serving as district manager in Cleve-
land and the Southwest, Clark was
raised to his position as South-Cen-
tral Division manager in 1949.

'Latuko' Starts New
Policy on the Coast

Hollywood, Jan. 14.-—The Para-

mount Theatre here, 1,400 seat house

operated as a first-run since its open-

ing as a sister theatre to the Para-

mount Downtown, will be converted

to a "selective attraction" policy at the

conclusion of the present run of Sam-
uel Goldwyn's "I Want You," Harry
Arthur stated. First attraction under

the new policy will be "Latuko," 56-

minute African tribal documentary
filmed originally for the American
Museum of Natural History, aug-

mented with two 1935 "March of

Time" subjects and two color-shorts

filmed by St. Louis business man Ed-
gar M. Queeny, who made "Latuko."

"Latuko," denied a production code

seal when submitted last fall, depicts

life and customs of an African tribe

whose male members wear no clothes.

Arthur said admission to the Para-
mount will be $1, including tax, with

advertising handled in a fashion to

attract adult intelligentsia. Juvenile

attendance will be discouraged.

Slated to follow "Latuko" under the

new house policy, Arthur said, is the

English-made "Tom Brown's School
Days," a UA release. Irving Lesser

of New York, has national distribu-

tion rights to "Latuko," through Pro-
ducers' Representatives.

'Royal Journey' to U.A.
United Artists will distribute

"Royal Journey," a feature-length

record in Tri-Art color of the recent

Canadian visit of Princess Elizabeth

and Prince Philip which was pro-

duced by the Canadian Film Board.

from f/edda Hopper-
(THBRe AA£ LOADS MOR£/)

is one of tlte most deligKtful
pictures I've ever seenj

It's I. „r. ITrnrv ^^^^^i^^^^^^-:^S*arrinq Cary Cram and BetsyDrake

I
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Convertibility Guaranty Contracts
In New European Countries in Work
The Mutual Security Agency, successor to the Economic Co-

operation Administration, is understood to be ready to write new
film convertibility guaranty contracts in several new European
countries, but to end the guaranty program in Germany.
The agency feels, it is understood, that the film companies can

get dollars out of Germany without government help, and that the
program should be ended there. Film companies oppose the change.

In return for ending the program in Germany, the agency is

said to be willing to set up new programs in several countries
where U.S. companies are finding difficulty in getting dollars out.

The countries include one very strategic Balkan country, it is

learned.

Coming
Events
Jan. 15.—Republic regional sales

meeting, Blackstone Hotel, Chi-

cago.

Jan." 15-16—Pacific Coast Confer-

ence of Independent Theatre
Owners trustee's meeting, Hotel
Benson, Portland.

Jan. 15-16—Paramount sales meet-
ing. New York.

Jan. 16-17—Republic regional sales

meeting. New York.
Jan. 19—Monogram executive sales

conferences, Hollywood.
Jan. 20—Second annual Communion

breakfast, \\'aldorf-Astoria Hotel,

New York.
Jan. 20—First annual Toronto area

industry Communion breakfast,

Royal York Hotel, Toronto.

Jan. 21-22—Allied Theatre Owners
of the Gulf States meeting,
Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans.

Jan. 21-22—Republic regional sales

meeting, Jung Hotel, New Or-
leans.

Jan. 23—Cinema Stamp Collectors

meeting. Hotel Astor, New York.
Jan. 28-31—Theatre Owners of

America board meeting, National
Theatres headquarters, Holly-
wood.

Feb. 4-6—Allied States Association
annual board meeting, Hotel
Statler, Washington.

Feb. 13—Cinema Stamp Collectors
meeting. Hotel Astor, New York.

Feb. 14-15—Council of Motion Pic-
ture Organizations annual execu-
tive board meeting, New York.

Legion of Decency

Puts 1 in Class B
The latest Legion of Decency re-

port places nine films in Class A and
one in Class B, the latter being 20th
Century-Fox's "Phone Call from a
Stranger." The list of A films fol-

lows :

"Flaming Feather," Paramount

;

"Fort Osage," Monogram ; "Indian
Uprising," Columbia ; "Red Snow,"
Columbia; "Secret Flight" (British),
Distinguished Films, Inc. ; "The
Treasurer of Lost Canyon," Univer-
sal-International ; "Another Man's
Poison," United Artists

;
"Tembo,"

RKO Radio, and "Women in the
Dark," Republic.

Grayson, Keel to

Tour S. America
Hollywood, Jan. 14. — Kathryn

Grayson and Howard Keel, M-G-M
stars, on Thursday, will head the
"Flying Show Boat" unit which will

leave for a three-week tour of South
American cities. The junket, which
has been approved by the U. .S. State
Department, will cover such cities as
Havana, Lima, Santiago, Valparaiso,
Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo.

Primarily, the tour is designed to

promote "Show Boat." In addition
the stars will talk on "An American
In Paris" and "Quo \'adis," making
speeches and radio appearances as

representatives from Hollywood
espousing the cause for general public
relations. Bill Lyon of M-G-M's pub-
licity department ; Hans .Sommers, ac-

companist, and Sally Morton, secre-

tary, will tour with the stars.

Wolfberg Concludes
Testimony in Denver
Denver, Jan. 14.—Harris Wolfberg

finished direct testimony in Cinema
Amusement's case against RKO 20th-

Fox and Loew's. Wolfberg said he

was unable to get first-run films for

the Broadway.
He declared that not only was he

refused by defendants but that War-
ner Brothers also turned him down on

good pictures. Frederick Pride, 20th's

attorney, failed to get Judge Lee
Knous to strike out the testimony of

Wolfberg that the Broadway was in

very bad condition when it was taken
over.

Direct and cross examination
dwelled on grosses at the Denver,
Paramount and Broadway. It was
shown that the Broadway grossed
more on a first-run but took more
weeks to do it. Denver grosses on
top films for the first week usually

ran close to double that at the Broad-
way.

'Wolfberg testified he had been
offered a last chance booking for

$1,000 for the length of a run. but
did not take it because he had sold it

for $400 to $500 for first-runs while

he was yet employed by Metro. The
action is for $1,000,000 under the anti-

trust laws.

New RTMA Section
Washington, Jan. 14.—Establish-

ment of a government relations section

and reorganization of the transmitter

division of the Radio-Television
Manufacturers Association to better

serve the expanding electronics in-

dustry was announced today by chair-

man H. J. Hoffman, of Machlett
Laboratories, Inc., Springdale, Conn.
New sections of the transmitter

division, as well as the division execu-
tive committee, will meet on Wednes-
day, Feb. 6, during the three-day
RTMA industry conference at the
Roosevelt Hotel here.

Lists '10 Best' Choice
Hartford, Jan. 14.

—"The Blue
Veil" tops this year's 10 Best Films
listing by Allen M. Widem, Hartford
Times motion picture editor. Also on
the list are "Detective Story," "Our
Very Own," "Place in the Sun,"
"Magnificent Yankee," "American in

Paris," "Great Caruso," "At War
With the Army," "Showboat" and
"Strangers on a Train."

Irwin Re-appointed
Ottawa, Jan. 14.—W. Arthur Ir-

win has been re-appointed chairman
of the National Film Board and Gov-
ernment Film Commissioner, Re-
sources Minister Robert H. Winters
announced here. Formerly editor of

Maclean's Magazine, Irwin was
named to the post in Dec. 1949.

Select First Films
ForB,B£. Telecast
London, Jan. 14.— Four British

films and two American have been
chosen by British Broadcasting Co.
for trailer use on the first telecast of
its kind here, starting Thursday.
The films are: RKO Radio's "1

Want You;" United Artists' "Cyrano
de Bergerac;" General Film Distribu-
tors' "Where No Vultures Fly" and
"Encore," and British Lion's "Lady
Godiva Rides Again" and "The Magic
Box." Two of the pictures currently
are on Gaumont release ; two on
A.B.C., one on Odeon and the sixth,

"Cyrano," is going out to independents
only.

Selections are now being made for
the second film trailer telecast Jan. 31
and films are being viewed for the
February issues, the 14th and 28th.
Where for years the film trade here
had been wary of permitting any film
footage whatever to be used on B.B.C.
television, there now appears to be
keen competition among distributors
to have their product included in the
trailers.

Kenmore Theatre in
Boston Robbed
Boston, Jan. 14.—Joseph Sandler,

managing director of the Kenmore
Theatre here, and the doorman, Ray-
mond Atchison, were held up at gun-
point and the box-ofRce robbed of $50—all that was there, since receipts
are taken out hourly during the day.
An attempted holdup of the Capitol

Theatre in Alliston, .Mass., was foiled
as the cashier, Elizabeth Keating, re-
fused to hand over the receipts
despite the threat of a gun. Four
teenage boys making the attempt, who
ran when Miss Keating pressed the
emergency alarm, were later appre-
hended by the police.

Boston's Strand Theatre
Robbed of $1000

Boston, Jan. 14.—James Cronin,
employed at the Strand Theatre in

South Boston, was slugged and
clubbed in the corridor of that theatre
this afternoon as he was carrying
seven canvas bags containing $1,000
which he was taking to a nearby bank
for deposit. The bandits grabbed the
seven canvas bags and fled. Five of
the seven canvas bags were recovered
by the police.

Middletown Price Hike
Hartford, Jan. 14. — First-run

theatres in nearby Middletown have
upped admission charges, with Sal
Adorno, Jr., of the Adorno-Middle-
town Theatres there attributing the
hike to "the continued rise in the costs
of operation."

Columbia Meet

In Chi. Today
Columbia today will begin the third

of a series of four sales meetings at

the Drake Hotel, Chicago, with
branch and division managers and
home office executives in attendance.

The Chicago sessions will run four
days, with the Central division mana-
ger and Mid-Western division mana-
ger, as well as managers of the In-

dianapolis, Detroit, Milwaukee, St.

Louis, Kansas City, Omaha, Des
Moines and Minneapolis branches in

attendance.

List Those Present

Home office executives present will

be general sales manager A. Mon-
tague ; assistant sales manager Rube
Jackter, and George Josephs, assistant

to Montague. From the field will be
Carl Shalit, Central division manager;
B. C. Marcus, Mid-Western division

manager
;

Indianapolis branch mana-
ger Abe Gelman ; Detroit manager M.
Zimmerman ; Milwaukee manager
Harry Olshan ; St. Louis manager
C. D. Hill ; Kansas City, Tom Bald-
win

;
Omaha, Joe Jacobs ; Des Moines,

B. Shapiro ; and Minneapolis mana-
ger H. J. Chapman.
The fourth and final series of meet-

ings will be held at the Warwick
Hotel, New York, Jan. 24-25.

Circus Paintings
For Educational Unit
The board of education of New

York has accepted from Paramount
10 sets of reproductions of paintings,

inspired by the circus, and is dis-

playing them in high schools of the

city concurrent with the Radio City

Music Hall engagement of Cecil B.
DeMille's "The Greatest Show on
Earth." A written commentary on
the paintings and the painters is made
available to the principal or teacher
exhibiting the works of art.

13 Dates in Canada
For *Quo Vadis*
M-G-M has scheduled 13 Canadian

openings for "Quo Vadis," with the

premiere now set for Loew's Yonge
Theatre in Toronto, Jan. 31. On the
following day, it will have its Mon-
treal premiere at Loew's.
Ten other openings are set for Feb-

ruary in the following cities, Hamil-
ton, Ottawa

;
Quebec, Edmonton,

Vancouver, Winnipeg, St. John, Hali-
fax, Regina, Calgary and the Royal
at Victoria, B. C, on March 4.

Daker to Association
Robert Daker, formerly director of

the March of Time, forum films has
joined the staff of Association Films,
Inc., as head of a newly-created sub-
sidiary which will take over existing

films produced by the company and
other material for which the parent
firm now has distribution rights. The
new company will also engage in

production of educational films and
film-strips. The announcement was
made by J. R. Bingham, president.

Realart Gets Italian Film
Realart Pictures has acquired the

Italian film, "The Sky Is Red," for
U. S._ and Canadian distribution. The
film is being readied for immediate
release.
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Only Para, and

RKO Offer

Skiatron Films

Levey to Seek Aid of

Department of Justice

Of the nine major film companies

requested to furnish product for

the projected Skiatron subscription

home television test in New York
City, only Paramount and RKO Pic-

tures have replied in the affirmative.

This was revealed by Arthur
Levey, Skiatron president, yesterday

—the deadline date set by Levey in his

letters requesting product.

Replying in the negative were 20th
Century-Fox and Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer, while no responses were re-

ceived from Warner, Columbia, Uni-
versal, United Artists and Republic,

Levey disclosed.

Photostats of the replies and the

"attitudes" of those remaining silent

(Continued on page 4)

Reelect Schwartz as

RKO Theatres Head

Sol A. Schwartz was reelected pres-

ident of RKO Theatres Corp. at yes-
terday's first

meeting of the

newly - chosen
board of direc-

tors. The meet-
ing, held at the

home office here,

also reelected

all incumbent
officers.

They are :

William W.
Howard, vice-

president ; T. F.

O'Connor, vice-

president and
treasurer ; Wil-
liam F. Whit-
man, secretary ; H. E. Newcomb,
comptroller ; Louis Joffe and Milton

(Continued on page 4)

Sol Schwartz

Selling Methods Hit
At ARMIT Meeting
Denver, Jan. IS. — The annual

meeting of directors of Allied Rocky
Mountain Independent Theatres ob-
jected to the selling methods of some
distributors whereby only advanced
admissions and high percentage terms
arc considered. The meeting also
complained about discriminatory meth-
ods used in withholding such films

(Continued on page 4)

20th''Fox to Hold Seminar
On Next Yearns Product

Universa IStudying

Purchase of Decca

Assets with Stock

A seminar of some top exhibitors of the East will be conducted here
next Tuesday to implement 20th-Fox's policy of stimulating planning far

in advance of product release. The company is considering holding simi-

lar seminars elsewhere in the country. It was disclosed yesterdaj^ by
Al Lichtman, director of distribution,
that the meeting will first be devoted
to the presentation by him of the en-
tire lineup for 1952, as outlined at the
company's convention in New York
recently and it will then be turned
over to vice-president Charles Ein-
feld and his staff for details of the
advertising, publicity and exploitation
plans already underway for the first
six months of the year.

In_ addition to the theatre chiefs, in-
vitations have also been extended
through them to their executives and
advertising and publicity personnel,
who will join in the meeting. A
bufifet luncheon will precede the busi-
ness sessions.

Those invited to the meeting are:
Leonard Goldenson, United Para-

mount Theatres; Harry Kalmine,
(Continued on page 4)

A committee of the Universal board
of directors has been appointed to in-

vestigate the advisability of Univer-
sal's purchasing the assets of Decca
Records and eft'ecting a consolidation

of the two companies instead of pro-
ceeding with their merger, as orig-

inally planned.

Chairman of the committee is Pres-
ton Davie, who is scheduled to report
to the Universal board at a meeting

(Continued on page 4)

No Para. Influence

In DumontAffairs,

FCC Hearing Told

Washington, Jan. 15.—Two offi-

cers of Allan B. Dumont Laboratories
denied today that Paramount Pictures
had ever attempted to influence the
actions of Dumont's board of direc-
tors.

Both testified on the opening day of

the Federal Communications Commis-
sion's multi-lateral hearings on the
jroposed merger of United Paramount
Theatres and American Broadcasting
Co. and on the question of whether
any Paramount company or subsidiary
should own or operate a television
station in the light of the companies'
anti-trust record. In addition, the

(Continued on page S)

'52 Pay Pacts for

4 'U' Executives

The Universal board has approved
extension to Dec. 31, 1952, of the
employment agreements ' of four top
executives. The extensions specify
1952 weekly salaries which are under-
stood to embody increases for all four.

Under the new agreements, Al DafF,
vice-president in charge of world
sales, will receive $1,250 per week,
and vice-presidents Leon Goldberg,
John J. O'Connor and Adolph Schimel

(Continued on page 4)

Schwalherg Sees
Need of Special

Handling of Films

'All pictures must be given special
handling to assure proper grosses in
today's market," A. W. Schwalherg,
president of Paramount Film Distrib-
uting Corp., yesterday told the com-
pany's divisional sales managers meet-
ing at the Hotel Plaza in New York.
"We can no longer rely on a con-

ventional selling pattern," the distribu-
tion chief said. "We cannot treat pic-
tures as a group. Each attraction
must be handled individually."
"The bromide that there "is nothing

wrong with the motion picture indus-
try that good films cannot cure is
fallacious," Schwalherg said. "Intel-

(Continued on page 4)

New Delay Seen in

FilingLoew's Decree

Washington, Jan. 15. — A post-
ponement of two or three weeks is

likely in the Jan. 23 date for submis-
sion of Loew's consent decree to the
New York Statutory Court, Justice
Department ofiicials said.

They gave two reasons : Top anti-
triist division officials who are still

going over the proposed decree feel
thev will not be ready to clear it and
make it public before next week, and

(Continued on page 5)

No TV Pact
Proposals

From Petrillo

Has No Place in Miami
Talks, He Declares

Miami Beach, Jan. 15.—James
C. Petrillo, president of the Ameri-
can Federation of Musicians, today
closed the door to a discussion of

television during negotiations for new
contracts for studio musicians which
will begin at the Hotel Lombardy
here on Thursday.
The studio musicians, Petrillo re-

ported, have submitted some 29 de-
mands, most of which are of a general

nature involving wage increases and
double time. He declined to divulge
the specific demands, adding that

"some are a little bit out of line."

The union president said there will

be no discussions involving television,

particularly none concerning the cur-

(Continued on page 4)

Kane Named Para.

Division Manager

A. M. Kane, assistant Eastern-
Southern division sales manager for

Paramount, has
been promoted
to South-Cen-
tral division
manager, ef-

fective March
1, by A. W.
Schwalherg,
president
of Paramount
Film Distribut-
jng Corp. He
will replace M.
R . (Duke)
Clark, who is

resigning
on Feb. 29 be-
cause of ill

health.

Kane has been with Paramount since
(Continued on page 5)

A. M. Kane

Industry Not on New
US 'EssentiaV List
Washington, Jan. 15.—The Com-

merce Department today issued a new,
revised list of essential activities, and,
as expected, the film industry is still
ofif the list.

The new list has very few changes
from the last list, issued May 7, 1951.
The list is supposed to be a rougli
guide for deferring men from active

(Continued on page 5)
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Personal MentionDecide COMPO Ad
Campaign Format

At Jan. 29 Meet
The Council of Motion Picture

Organizations will know for certain

around the end of this month the pre-

cise form or forms its 1952 newspa-
per advertising campaign will take in

connection with the industry's public

relations program, it was indicated

yesterday following a meeting here

of the Motion Picture Association

of America's advertising-publicity

committee.
The MPAA committee, headed by

Charles Simonelli of Universal, agreed

yesterday that six film companies
should prepare drafts of advertise-

ments for the newspaper campaign.

On Jan. 29, the MPAA group will

meet again to examine these "visuals"

and decide which ones should be used.

Under plans suggested by COMPO,
companies cooperating in the advertis-

ing program could use one of two
space schedules. The first calls for

the use of 600 lines in 220 daily papers

in 103 cities of more than 100,000

population, at a cost of $54,000. The
second would use 1,000 lines in the

same papers at a cost of $90,000. It

is suggested that the campaign, the

second to be undertaken by COMPO,
be conducted over a period of several

months, with a newspaper advertise-

ment for each month.
Present at yesterday's meeting in

addition to Simonelli, who presided,

were : Howard Dietz, Loew's ; David
Lipton, Universal ; Mort Blumenstock,
Warner ; Sid Blumenstock, Para-
mount ; Barrett McCormick, RKO
Pictures ; Howard LeSieur, Colum-
bia ; Francis Winikus, United Artists

;

Steve Edwards, Republic ; Arthur L.

Maver and Charles E. McCarthy,
CO'MPO, and Kenneth Clark and Al-
fred Corwin, MPAA. The six com-
panies which will prepare the sample
"visuals" are 20th-Fox, Warner, Uni-
versal, Lx>ew's, Paramount and UA.

Groves Plans Promotions
Harold L. Groves, head of Har-

groves National Service System, Inc.,

checkers of theatre operations, per-

sonnel and buildings, of New York,
has retained Ritter, Sanford and
Price, New York, for national sales

promotion, advertising and publicity

through 1952. The over-all program
includes the use of radio, magazines
and newspapers to acquaint the pub-
lic w-ith the desirability of their

patronizing theatres using Hargroves.
Trade papers will be used to acquaint
the exhibitor with the advantages of

the Hargroves System with which he
can secure "positive control" over
losses resulting from internal irregu-

larities, promote employee relations,

raise the efficiency of personnel, and
build customer good-will.

Schwalberg Toastmaster
Al .Schwalberg, president of Para-

mount Film Distribution, will be the

toastmaster at the annual dinner-

dance and installation of officers of the

New York Bwjkers Club, to be held

next Monday evening at the Tavern-
on-the-Green here.

ELLIS G. ARNALL, president of

the Society of Independent Mo-
tion Picture Producers, will arrive

here today from Atlanta.

•

Arnold Dunne and his wife, the

former Doris Pinanski, daughter of

the president of American Theatres

Corp., Boston, announce the birth of

their first child, a girl.

•

AIiLTON E. Cohen, United Artists'

Western and Southern sales manager,
left New York today for a tour of

Southwestern branches and will re-

turn on Jan. 28.

Maurice (Bucky) Harris, Uni-
versal Pictures home office exploita-

tion representative, has been made a

commodore in the "Navy" of the State

of Oklahoma.
•

Joe Dolgin of the Pine Drive-in at

Waterbury, Conn., and his wife are

back in their Hartford home follow-

ing a visit to Chicago.

•

Mort Freedgood is leaving the Par-
amount publicity department to do
free lance work.

•

Terry Turner, RKO Radio direc-

tor of exploitation, left here yesterday
for New Orleans.

ARTHUR B. KRIM, United Ar-
tists president ; Robert Benja-

min, trustee, and Max E. Young-
stein, vice-president, will leave here

by plane on Jan. 25 for Hollywood.
•

LuLLY Seeberg, secretary to Eman-
uel SilverstO'NE, vice-president of

20th Century-Fox International, will

be married on Friday to Richard F.

Dunbar at the Little Church Around
the Corner in Manhattan.

•

George H. MacKenna, general

manager of Basil's Lafayette in Buf-

falo, has been nominated for a direc-

torship in the Greater Buffalo Adver-
tising Club.

•

Frank Capra will attend the In-

ternational Film Festival in India,

Jan. 24 to Feb. 27, as an official dele-

gate of the U. S. State Department.
•

Edward S. Huber, purchasing ag-

ent for the Fourth Avenue Amuse-
ment Co. in Louisville, and his wife

announce the birth of a boy.

•

Dick Eason, booker for the Queen
City Booking Service, has returned to

Charlotte from a visit in Virginia.

•

Bert Lefkowich, official of Com-
munity Theatres in Cleveland, and his

wife are vacationing in Mexico.

Newsreel

Parade
rHE saga of Captain Carlsen is a

newsreel highlight in all current
reels mith Paramount News devoting
its entire footage to the story. Other
items include plane crashes, floods and.

sports. Complete contents follow:

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. B-Hero and
his ship (Carlsen). Plane crash in East
River. Sweaters that burned. Photographers
elect "still" queen. Huskies race in snow.
Barrel jumping-. Ski jumping.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 240—Sinking
of Evtcrprise. Field day for Italy's cops.
Flood in California. Airliner plunges into
river. Lensmen choose queen. Pro Bowl
football championship. Barrel jumping
record.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 43—Hero of
the seas—Captain Carlsen.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. SA^Plane
crash in East River. Captain Carlsen in
Britain. Ohe-man scrap drive. Luxury liner
for British royalty's tour. Four-power
sports meet in Vienna. Barrel-jumping on
skates at Grossinger, N. Y.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 526-Captain
Carlsen and his ship. Churchill in Canada.
Plane crash in New York. Storm lashes
Spain. House with the creeps. Sports:
Barrel jumping.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 45-Hero
skipper hailed. Crash in East River. Cali-
fornia floods. Anthony Eden honored.
Dutch premier here for parley with Presi-

'

dent Truman. Photographers pick queen.
Barrel jumping.

'TV vs. Films' Now
Re-Hashed Bj S.E.P.

Another national magazine, the
Saturday Evening Post, has elected to

rake over the "television vs. motion
pictures" theme.

Milton MacKaye is the author of

the article, to be published in three
parts, the first of which appears in

the current issue. He employs much
of the downbeat material about theatre

closings, including a prediction by
Charles Skouras, board chairman of

Theatre Owners of America, that 50
per cent of the nation's theatres will

be forced to close, that appeared in

Life last August.

Sense of Fairness

First of the articles reveals a sense

of fairness lacking in the Life article,

however, in that it points out some of

the headaches that television faces, and
measures being taken by film and
theatre companies to cope with TV
competition.

Of no help to the industry, the first

installment nevertheless does reveal

faint indications of not being entirely

one-sided. S.K.

Smolen Named 20th's

Purchasing Agent
Dan J. Smolen has been named pur-

chasing agent for 20th Century-Fox,
succeeding the late William Freed-
man.

Smolen, who has been with the

company for 30 years, started his ca-

reer as an information clerk and sub-
sequently was a member of the audit-

ing staff and the New York studio

organization. He has been with the

purchasing department for 20 years.

The First Report of

The Herald Institute

of Industry Opinion

will appear in

this week's issue of

Motion Picture Herald
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THE TRADE IS

TALKING ABOUT

Robert Taylor

Deborah Kerr

Robert fTa/lor

Denise Darcei

Clark Gable

Ava Gardner

James Mason
Ava Gardner

The new nation - wide

"QUO VADIS" openings

that top "GWTW" and

the extended engagements

that roll merrily along.

The "WESTWARD THE
WOMEN"openings,nation-

ally, that are doing 124% of

"Go For Broke!" business.

The unprecedented cam-

paign to launch "LONE
STAR'' in a state-wide

Texas celebration that will

echo through the nation, a

new high in high-powered

showmanship.

The fine reception for

"PANDORA AND THE
FLYING DUTCHMAN"
(Technicolor) in its first

openings, duplicating its

success in NewYork where
it is in its 2nd month.

The most exciting news

since "QUO VADIS", the

^first reports of"IVANHOE"
^(Technicolor) the new in-

dustry Giant, secretly pre-

viewed in California and
Robert Taylor • • i ii

Elizabeth Taylor commg m the Fall to top

Joan Fontaine them all."

The sock ad campaign in

color reaching 160 million

readership for"THE WILD
NORTH" (Ansco Color),

"The King Solomon's
Mines of 1952."

Stewart Granger

Cyd Charisse

n
'Great Caruso

"Show Boat"

"American In

Paris"

The way M-G-M keeps up

its reputation for musical

leadership with such com-

ing Technicolor tune-

toppers as "Singin' In The
Rain", "The Belle of New

M-G-M's Prize York';"The MerryWidow*;
Musicals

-Skirts Ahoy !", "Lovely To
Look At" and others.

Janet Leigh

Peter Lawford

The comedy, "JUST THIS
ONCE", that Walter
Winchell hails as "a click

sleeper", which is convuls-

ing preview audiences on
both coasts.

The way Leo keeps in

there punching, with his

studio activities full blast

and his national showman-
ship at its hardest - hitting

high!

Please! In all newspaper ads: "The Arm
Forces Need Your Blood — Give Today
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Universal Studying Purchase
(Continued from page 1)

TV Proposals
{Continued from page 1)

Shouras Chairman
Of TOA Meeting
Hollywood, Jan. 15.—Charles

P. Skouras will be general

chairman of the annual con-

ference of the board of the

Theatre Owners of America
board here on Jan. 28-31, with
Dick Dickson as co-ordinator

of all conference activities,

assisted by Thornton Sargent.

Ed Zabel, John Lavery and
George Bowswer will be in

charge of entertainment, with
R. H. McCullough assigned to

television, Andy Krapman to
merchandising. Dean Hyskell
to decorations and exhibits,

and Pete Latsis and Dick
Pitts to publicity.

Schwalberg
{Continued from page 1)

ligent selling and merchandising are

what make the differences in grosses."

3-Day Conclave

The three-day conclave concludes

today with a series of meetings be-

tween individual division managers
and home office sales executives.

Speakers at the meeting included

Barney Balaban, Adolph Zukor, Y.

Frank Freeman, E. K. O'Shea, Jerry

Pickman, and Oscar Morgan, of short

subjects and Paramount News.

Morgan Heads Para. Sales

Efifort for 'Encore'

Oscar Morgan, general sales man-
ager of short subjects and Paramount
News, has been placed in charge of

sales for Somerset Alaugham's "En-
core," a J. Arthur Rank import which
Paramount will distribute. The film

is scheduled for release this summer.

20th-Fox Seminar
{Continued from page 1)

Warner Theatres
; Joseph Vogel,

Loew's; Louis Schine, Schine The-
atres ; Sol Schwartz, RKO Theatres

;

George Skouras and Spyros Skouras,

Jr., .Skouras Theatres ; Gerald Shea,
Shea Circuit ; Samuel Rinzler, Rand-
force .Amusement ; Fred .Schwartz,

Century Circuit ; Si Fabian, Fabian
Theatres

;
Joseph Seider, Prudential

Circuit ;
Byron Lin, Comerford

;

Harr>' Brandt Theatres, and Walter
Reade, Jr., Reade Circuit.

Reelect Schwartz
{Continued from page 1)

L. Maier, assistant secretaries ; and
Edward W. Avery, John E. Redmond
and A. E. Reoch, assistant treasurers.

RKO RADIO PICTURES, inc.

DES MOINES TRADE
SHOW CORRECTIONS
"THE LAS VEGAS STORY"

will be shown at the Orpheum
Theatre at 8:30 P.M., Friday,

Jan. 18, and not at the Fox

Screening Room, as announced.

"TRAIL GUIDE" will be shown
at the Fox Screening Room at

1.00 P.M., Friday, Jan. 18, and
not at the Orpheum Theatre,

as announced.

next Wednesday on such phases of the

study as valuation of Decca's assets

and the probable ratio of exchange
of Universal's stock for Decca stock

necessary to acquire them.

Purchase of the Decca assets would
be exclusive of the more than 300,-

000 shares and warrants of Universal

stock owned by Decca. This phase of

the plan under study reportedly en-

gendered opposition to an early propo-

sal to effect an exchange of Universal

and Decca stock in the ratio of 9/lOs

of a share of Universal for each share

of Decca.
Opponents of such an exchange con-

tend that with Decca retaining its Uni-
versal stock holdings it would, in ef-

fect, be receiving more than one share

of Universal for each share of Decca,

whereas current market valuations of

the two issues have a spread of about

$3 in Universal's favor.

A published report that Universal

was contemplating purchase of stock

control of Decca to avoid submission
of an amalgamation of Universal and
Decca to stockholders, where it might
be blocked by large Universal share-

holders such as J. Arthur Rank, were
denied by spokesmen for both Univer-

Executives Pact
{Continued from page 1)

each will receive $1,000 weekly.
Goldberg carries the additional title

of treasurer, and Schimel is also sec-

retary and general counsel.

Although the salaries of Daff and
Schimel were not listed in Universal's

1950 annual report, the last annual
report available at this time, that

docimient does indicate that during
that year O'Connor received $44,200
and Goldberg received $32,250.

The Universal board also approved
a new two-year employment agree-
ment for Edward Muhl, vice-president

and studio operations manager, with
a salary of $1,200 per week specified.

The pact became effective last Oct. 16.

The company has modified a 1946
agreement with Cliff Work, who will

receive from Jan. 1, 1952 to Dec. 31,

1956, a salary of $15,000 yearly.

5,600 'U' Pfd. Shares Retired,
Reducing Capital by $560,000

Universal has retired 5,600 shares

of its issued and outstanding 4}4 per
cent cumulative preferred stock by al-

locating them to the sinking fund for

such stock.

In consequence of this the capital of

the corporation has been reduced by
$560,000, the amount of capital repre-
sented by the shares. Shares allocated
to the sinking fund are automatically
retired and may not be reissued.

The shares retired were purchased
out of surplus funds at prices "not ex-
ceeding the price at which the same
might be redeemed."
The company had outstanding as of

Dec. 31, 1951, 56,420 shares of 4^
per cent cumulative preferred, after

deducting 1,180 shares in the company
treasury.

From Oct. 28, 1950, to Dec. 31,

1951, 4,060 such shares were acquired
by the company for a cash considera-
tion of $232,840. During the same
period 7,0(XJ shares of the stock held
in the treasury were retired in satis-

faction of the sinking fund obligations
for the five years from 1951 to 1955,
leaving a balance of 1,180 shares in
the treasury at the year's end.

sal and Rank. An official of Univer-
sal said he knew of no such plan under
contemplation. A spokesman for Rank
said the latter has taken no position

in opposition to a merger and could

hardly do so in advance of a plan

being completed and presented to him
for appraisal.

However, a merger of the two com-
panies, as originally contemplated,

would require approval by two-thirds

of the Universal stockholders. A con-

solidation, through the purchase by
Universal of Decca assets, also would
have to be submitted to stockholders

but would need the approval of only

a simple majority to be effective. With
Decca holding an approximately 25

per cent interest in Universal, ob-

viously proponents would have a good
head start over any opposition to such
a plan which might develop.

Meanwhile, the original merger
plan has not been abandoned but is in

abeyance pending receipt of the board
committee's report. Other avenues
are likely to he explored by the board
also before a final decision is made
in the near future, at least in time for

submission to the annual meeting of

Universal stockholders in April.

Skiatron Test
{Continued from page 1)

will he forwarded by Skiatron to the

Department of Justice, according to

present plans. Asked what he thinks

the Justice Department will do, Levey
said "I think that the Department will

speak for itself."

Levey held it "discriminatory" for

film companies to hold out on product
for the Skiatron test, which will now
have to be delayed indefinitely, while
many of them furnished films for last

year's Phonevision test in Chicago.

'Exhibitor Pressure'

Asked how he interpreted the lack
of response from five companies,
Levey blamed it on "exhibitor pres-
sure." The companies want exhibitors
to know, Levey explained, that they
will not supply product until "they
have been officially pushed."

In response to a querv as to when
Skiatron expects to seek Federal Com-
munications Commission's approval for
the public-participation test, Levey
said "you cannot file until you can
state the program content." Hopes
of conducting the test next month have
been shattered by the responses, Levey
declared.

ARMIT Meeting
{Continued from page 1)

from general release for considerable
periods following key runs. Pictures
named included "David and Bath-
sheba," "Samson and Delilah" and
"Quo Vadis."

Other resolutions endorsed the na-
tional Allied board resolution asking
broad arbitration in the industry, and
praised last year's "Movietime" cam-
paign. The meeting set its convention
for the Antlers Hotel, Colorado
Springs, May 6 and 7 with a national
Allied board meeting set for the
Broadmoor Hotel in the same city.

May 3 and 4.

ARMIT directors elected John
Wolfberg, a national board member,
Neil Beezley, president ; Elden Men-
agh, vice-president and Mary Lind,

treasurer.

rent ban on use of film music soundl

tracks on TV.
He said "television has no place in-]

these negotiations. That's a separate

business and I don't think the motion
picture studios are ready to take on
TV talks because they are still fight-

ing TV. As far as I'm concerned,

you can call it TV—but it's motion
pictures just the same. Eventually,

the studios must get together with
TV, and when they do they will prob-

ably merge with the electricians," he
added jocularly.

No major changes in the present

contract between the studios and the

AFM are foreseen by Petrillo. Top
company executives are here for the

talks. The present contract expired

last Aug. 31 but was extended to

Jan. 14 under the original terms. The
new contract, which will be for two
years' duration, is due to be negotiated

here this week.

'No Trouble'

Petrillo said he expected a "peaceful

series of meeting," stating "there will

be no fights and no trouble."

He said that if the companies
wanted to "talk television" the union
will oblige. "Personally," he added,

"I don't think the film men want to

talk television because they're fight-

ing it."

The AFM president predicted the

negotiations will result in safeguard-
ing AFM from inroads of mechaniza-
tion. Hal Leyshon, AFM public re-

lations head, said the new contract

will not include an escalator clause

nor cost-of-living index.

Said Petrillo: "We don't want any
trouble. But then, Nick Schenck is a
good employer. He's never lied to me
and I like to deal with people like

that." He and Schenck are making
arrangements for the heads of 20th-
Fox, Paramount, M-G-M, Warners,
RKO, Coltunbia, Universal and Re-
public to discuss possibilities of im-
proving "lousy business."

An AFM executive board meeting
at the Lombardy today announced
that the United Nations-sponsored in-

ternational labor organization will fol-

low Petrillo's lead in establishing

rights for performers at the national

level.

Mono, in New Loan,
Credit Agreement
Hollywood, Jan. IS.— Monogram

president Steve Broidy and executive
vice-president George D. Burrows
announced signing a new one-year
revolving loan and credit agreement
with Security First National Bank,
Los Angeles, providing for borrowing
$1,000,000 and also permitting issu-

ance of $500,000 in guarantees cover-
ing bank loans to independent pro-
ducers releasing through Monogram
or Allied Artists.

Guaranty Trust and Bank of Man-
hattan, New York, and California
Bank, Los Angeles, are participating

with Security First National in this

credit.



Wednesday, January 16, 1952 Motion Picture Daily 5

UPT-ABC FCC Hearing
(Continued from page 1)

See Chicago System
In Milwaukee
Chicago, Jan. 15.—The city

of Milwaukee appears to be
slated for a release system
similar to that now operative

in Chicago (under the Jack-
son Park decree), according
to a mandate issued to the
District Court here by the
Court of Appeals yesterday in

the Towne Theatre case. The
mandate, arising from the de-
nial Jan. 7 by the Supreme
Court of the writs of cer-
terari asked by both plaintiff

a'nd the defendants, directs the
defendants to pay damages
and legal fees in the amount
of approximately a million
dollars and limits the first

runs in Warner and Fox The-
atres in Milwaukee to two
weeks.

Loew's Decree
(Continued from page 1)

they like considerable time for com-
ments between the publication of the
decree and presentation to the state

court.

Also, the fact that the Internal Rev-
enue Bureau has not yet passed on
the tax aspects of the reorganization

plan which the decree lays down.

hearings will cover the transfer under
the consent decree of control of Para-

mount's various television subsidiaries

from the parent company to the two
new companies.

Never 'Governed'

Allen B. Dumont, president of the

company, told FCC hearing examiner
Leo Resnick today that his company
had withdrawn its application for a

television station in Boston, would at

some future date ask for a dismissal

of its applications for stations in

Cleveland and Cincinnati and would
apply for stations in Boston and St.

Louis "without regard to any plans

Paramount might have." In response

to questioning from his attorney, Wil-
liam A. Roberts, Dumont said his

company had never been "governed"
by Paramount in connection with any
of its applications for television sta-

tions.

Second Witness

A second witness, Bernard Good-
win, declared that there had never to

his knowledge been "any attempt by
Paramount to induce action in any
direction "in broadcast matters other
than that wanted by the Dumont man-
agement." Goodwin identified himself
as secretary of Dumont Laboratories

and an officer of Paramount subsidi-

aries.

Questioning of Dumont is expected
to continue tomorrow, with other
company witnesses following, and the
Dumont phase of the hearing will

probably wind up at the end of the
week. It will be followed by a recess,

with the major portion of the hearing
opening on Feb. 4.

New MPA TV Group
Talks on FCC Plans
Further discussions on the indus-

try's projected bid to the Federal
Communications Commission for
theatre television channels were held
here yesterday by the TV committee
of the Motion Picture Association of

America. Another committee meet-
ing on the outline of the industry's

brief will be held here next Tuesday.
Those attending yesterday's meeting

included: James L. Fly, MPAA at-

torney, chairman ; Vincent Welch,
MPAA TV counsel; Ed Morey,
Allied Artists ; William Baltin, Co-
lumbia

;
Leopold Friedman, Loew's

;

Lester B. Isaac, Loew's ; F. W. Bott-
cher, Loew's ; Paul Raibourn, Para-
mount Pictures ; Earl Sponable, 20th
Century-Fox ; Peter Levathes, 20th-

Fox ; Norman Gluck, Universal

;

Frank Cahill, Jr., Warner, and others.

Kane Named
(Continued from page 1)

1925, wjhen he joined the Boston
branch as assistant chief accountant.

He subsequently rose to Boston sales

manager, and in 1932 was promoted
branch manager of the New Haven
exchange. Four years later he was
back in Boston as branch manager,
and in 1944 was named district man-
ager for New York State and New
England. Kane became assistant east-

ern-Southern division manager in

1947. (Hugh Owen is head of the
Eastern- Southern division.)

Now in New York

Kane is now in New York attend-
ing Paramount's three-day meeting of
divisional sales managers, which will
end tonight.

US ^Essential' List
(Continued from page 1)

military duty.

Robert Coyne, representing the
Council of Motion Picture Organiza-
tions, met some weeks ago with Com-
merce and Labor Department officials

to discuss the film industry's chance
of getting on the list, and at that time
the government officials painted such
a black picture of the outlook for the
success of an appeal by the industry
that Coyne indicated he would wait
for a more favorable time.

BETTE DAVIS

GARY MERRILL

EMLYN WILLIAMS

A Douglas Fairb'^WRf, Jr anrfDaniel M. Angel presentation • aiso starring Anthony steel

( by permission of J. Arthur Rank Productions, Ltd.)- with Barbara Murray • Reginald Beckwith

Edna Morris • Screenplay by Val Guest • From the play, "Deadlock," by Leslie Sands

Produced by Daniel M. Angel • Directed by Irviog Rapper

another

BIG ONE
thru



RKO presents

CORNEL WILDE

MAUREEN O'HARA
m

AT SWORD'S
POINT

Color by TECHNICOLOR
with ROBERT DOUGLAS

GLADYS COOPER • BLANCHE YURKA
Produced by JERROLD T. BRANDT

Directed by LEWIS ALLEN
Screenplay by WALTER FERRIS

JOSEPH HOFFMAN

TRADE SHOWINGS
ALBANY
Fox Screening Room
1052 Broadway

ATLANTA
RKO Screening Room
195 Luckie St. N.W.

BOSTON
Keith Memorial Thea.
539 Washington St.

BUFFALO
Mo. Pic. Oper. Scr. Rm.
498 Pearl St.

CHARLOTTE
Fox Screening Room
308 S. Church St.

CHICAGO
RKO Screening Room
1300 S. Wahash Ave.

CINCINNATI
RKO Screening Room
12 East 6th St.

CLEVELAND
Fox Screening Room
2219 Payne Ave.

DALLAS
Paramount Scr. Room
412 S. Harwood St.

DENVER
Paramount Scr. Room
2100 Stout St.

DES MOINES
Fox Screening Room
1.300 High St.

Tues. 1/22 4:00 P.M.

Tues. 1/22 2:30 P.M.

Thurs. 1/31 8:30 P.M.

Wed. 1/23 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 1/22 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 1/22 2:00 P.M.

Mon. 1/21 8:00 P.M.

Tues. 1/22 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 1/22 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 1/22 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 1/22 2:00 P.M.

DETROIT
BIumenthaTs Scr. Rm.
2310 Cass Ove.

INDIANAPOLIS
Universal Scr. Room
517 N. Illinois St.

KANSAS CITY
Paramount Scr. Room
1800 Wyandotte St.

LOS ANGELES
RKO Screening Rooifi

1980 S. Vermont Ave.

MEMPHIS
Fox Screening Room
151 Vance Ave.

MILWAUKEE
Warner Screening Rm.
212 W. Wisconsin Ave.

MINNEAPOLIS
Fox Screening Room
1015 Currie Ave.

NEW HAVEN
Fox Screening Room
40 Whiting St.

NEW ORLEANS
Fox Screening Room
200 S. Liberty St.

NEW YORK
RKO 23rd St. Theatre
261-272 Eighth Ave.

OKLAHOMA
Fox Screening Room
10 North Lee St.

Tues. 1/22 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 1/22 1:00 P.M.

Wed. 1/23 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 1/22 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 1/22 12:15 P.M.

Wed. 1/23 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 1/22 1:30 P.M.

Tues. 1/22 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 1/22 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 1/22 9:00 P.M.

Tues. 1/22 10:30 A.M.

OMAHA
Fox Screening Room Tues.
1502 Davenport St.

PHILADELPHIA
RKO Screening Room Tues.
250 N. 13th St.

PITTSBURGH
RKO Screening Room Tues.
1809-13 Blvd. of Allies

PORTLAND
Star Screening Room Tues.
925 N.W. 19th Ave.

ST. LOUIS
RKO Screening Room Tues.
3143 Olive St.

SALT LAKE CITY
Fox Screening Room Tues.
216 E. 1st. St. South

SAN FRANCISCO
Golden Gate Theatre Tues.
Taylor & Golden Gate Ave.

SEATTLE

1/22 1:00 P.M.

1/22 2:30 P.M.

1/22 2:30 P.M.

1/22 2:30 P.M.

1/22 2:30 P.M.

1/22 1:30 P.M.

1/22 9:00 P.M.

Jewel Box Scr. Room
2318 Second Ave.

SIOUX FALLS
Hollywood Theatre
212 N. Philips Ave.

WASHINGTON
Keith Theatre
619 15th St. N.W.

Tues. 1/22 1:00 P.M.

Tues. 1/22 9:30 A.M.

Tues. 1/29 8:30 P.M.

RKO
RADIO
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Insider j

Outlook
By RED KANN

L"^ \' E R Y B O D Y knows T\''s^ muscles are getting stouter and

stouter. Now conies the FCC with

the inevitable statistics to remove

remaining Thomases from the

doubting division. Like these : 1950

revenue (latest available) $10?,-

900.000 tripling 1949's $34,300,000.

Losses. 89,200,000, which is plenty

of red ink, but less appalling ihan

825,300,000 in '49. Don't lorget,

however, the scads of millions spent

on experimentation and develop-

ment which must be accommodated
on the balance sheets.

President ^^IcConnell of NBC
foresees TV in 28,000,000 U. S.

homes reaching an audience of

84.000,000 by '55 if the internation-

al tea kettle refuses to boil over

—

any further, that is—and also in

maybe 4,100 theatres. With their

own exclusive channels, we take it,

although ?vIcConnell doesn't quite

clear up that portion of his crvstal

ball.

This proves, if nothing else, how
inextricably intertwined with the

business of motion pictures is the

business of T\' becoming. Exhib-
itors, in the main, are at a loss

what to do, but not at a loss about
the need to do it. Hoping that T\'
will drop dead is not a solution.

It's a dream, perhaps devoutly to

be desired, but that's all.

Joe Skeptic, that long-silent cur-

mudgeon, wants to know what hap-
pens to Chicago newspaper critics

who find the product is better or

worse than the Federal judge who
is doing all the deciding. Are they
in contempt of court? . . . Cecil

DeMille thinks TV competition is

putting exhibitors in show business
for the first time in their lives.

Any number of exhibitors wonder
what DeMille thinks they've been
doing all these years. . . . Report-
orial imagination appears to have
gotten in the way of the facts of

the Louis B. flayer settlement with
Loew's. His residual values in

Metro product—past, present and
even future—were reported worth
$5-millions. What he got was onlv
$2,750,000. Only !! . . . They
didn't say so over at 2()th-Fox, but
the reason behind stepping up
newsreels to three issues twice
weekly is that little thing called

television.

Greene Still

Favors Hughes

Stock Sale
Pending a ruling by the U. S.

Supreme Court in the Howard
Hughes case, RKO Theatres Corp.
should adopt a wait-and-see attitude

on the proposed purchase of Hughes'
trusteed stock in the theatre circuit,

David J. Greene, \\'all Street finan-

cial advisor who won two seats on
the compam''s board, said 3TSterda3-.

In the wake of Tuesday's first meet-
ing of the newly-elected board, Greene
acknowledged that the proposal was
not made at the meeting. It would
be -a=bit "premature," Greene ex-
plained.

However, the Wall Street financier

(Continued on page 4)

Asked Para, to Sell

Holdings: DuMont

\\'ashixgtox, Jan. 16.—Allen B.

DuMont today declared that his com-
pany has been tning for the past

few years to get Paramount Pictures

to sell its holdings in Allen B. Du-
^lont Laboratories, Inc.

The company feels that Paramount's
continued ownership of stock in Du-
Mont Laboratories would hurt Du-

{Cor.tituicd on page 5)

Coast Business Is

Paralyzed by Rain
Hollywood, Jan. 16.—Storms

that lifted the annual rain-

fall total above the previous
record high, set in 1890, vir-

tually paralyzed theatre at-

tendance Tuesday night and
today, with the SVeather Bu-
reau promising another 24
hours of the same. Water
reached the flood stage Tues-
day, washing out bridges,
submerging highways linkjng
the city with the suburbs,
and flooding private homes
and business structures, in-
cluding some theatres in
neighborhood areas.

SIMPP Charges
'Collusive ' Bids

By Some Circuits

The executive distribution commit-
tee of the Society of Independent Mo-
tion Picture Producers is concerned
over what it describes as "collusive

practices" among some circuits in the
conduct of competitive bidding, Ellis

G. Arnall, SIMPP president, reported
here yesterday following a meeting of

the committee.
With a view to taking future action

against these alleged practices, the
committee will continue to collect data

{Continued on page 4)

US Acts in Brazil Crisis;

Richard to Rio ' for MPAA
The U. S. State Department has

instructed the American Embassy in

Brazil to open informal discussions

with the Brazilian government with a

view to securing relief from the re-

strictive decree directed against Amer-
cian features and newsreels, John G.

McCarthy, }\Iotion Picture Association

of America foreign department chief,

reported yesterday following a meet-
ing here of the Motion Picture Ex-
port Association.

As part of the MPEA strategy to

secure relief in Brazil, Joacliin Rick-
ard. MPAA international department
representative of Latin America, will

leave here this weekend for Rio de
Janeiro to confer with the American
industry committee there and cooper-
ate with the Embassy.

The State Department is said to

have a stake of its own in the effort

to have the restriction affecting news-
(Continned on page 4)

Spanish Film Pact
Still Is Elusive

The SIMPP indicated here
yesterday that it would not
join in any Spanish-American
film agreement that did not
treat SIMPP on a par with
the MPAA. The Society holds
that the original Spanish for-

mula provides no rights what-
ever for independent pro-
ducers.
Meanwhile, the MPAA in-

.

dicated yesterday, follo^'(^ng

a meeting of foreign man-
agers, that proposals and
counter - proposals are being
exchanged with Spain, the
Association's hope being that
an equitable deal can be
arranged.

ExpandMPAA
'F.R: Setup

Early in Feb.

Will Aim for Increased
Attention on Radio-TV

^^ASHIX(nox, Jan. 16.—Expan-
sion and departmentalization of the

Motion Picture Association of

America's promotional and public
relations activities will be commenced
early next month to make room for a
spirited elfort to secure increased at-

tention for industry personalities on
radio and television.

The expanded activity actually will
get underway when Tim Claggett of
the ]\IPAA publicity department here
reports in about two weeks at the New
York office to take over duties relating
to newspapers, magazines and the
trade press.

^From about Feb. 1 on, the New
York publicity set-up will consist of
Kenneth Clark, who is director of
:MPAA publicity; Claggett and Alfred

(Continued on page 4)

Seminar List
Is Expanded

Several additional circuit heads
were added yesterday to the list of
those invited to the seminar to be
held here on Tuesday by 20th Cen-
tury-Fox, when Al Lichtman, director
of distribution, and Charles Einfeld,

vice-president, will detail the full pro-
gram of product which the company
will distribute this year.

Invited in addition to those men-
tioned yesterday are J. J. Fitzgibbons,
Famous Players Canadian ; Dave
Griesdorf, Odeon Theatres of Can-

(Continued on page 5)

UPT to Hold 50% of
Microwave Firm
Through the proceeds received from

the sale of common stock to United
Paramount Theatres, Inc., which will
own 50 per cent of the outstanding
common subsequent to the sale, ^licro-
wave Associates, Inc., of Boston will
finance expansion of manufacture of
microwave tubes, components and sys-
tems, it was disclosed here vesterdav.
Dana W. Atchley, Jr.. UPT's co-

ordinator of technical research, will
resign to become president of the en-
larged company. UPT executives
who will be directors of the expanded
firm are : Leonard H. Goldenson,
Robert H. O'Brien, Simon B. Siegel
and Jason Rabinovitz.
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Stockholders Get

WB Board Proposal

To Reduce Capital

Ballots to vote on tlie Warner
Brothers board proposal to reduce the

capital of the corporation by the can-

cellation and retirement of 1,152,215

shares of stock held by the corpora-

tion were sent out yesterday with a

proxy statement, signed by R. W.
Perkins, WB secretary.

The proxy statement was in prep-

aration for the annual meeting of

stockholders to be held in Wilming-
ton, Del., on Feb. 19 when, in addi-

tion, six directors will be elected.

Renominated to serve two years

are : Albert Warner, Harry M. War-
ner, Jack L. Warner, John E. Bier-

wirth, Waddill Catchings and Per-

kins. In February 1951, stockholders

elected Samuel Carlisle, Stanleigh P.

Friedman, Charles S. Guggenheimer,
Samuel Schneider and Morris Wolf.
Among yearly salaries listed for the

fiscal vear ending Aug. 31, 1951 were:
Harrv M. Warner, $185,900; Jack L.

Wariier, $185,550; Kalmine, $130,000;

Albert Warner, $105,050; Schneider,

$105,150, and Perkins, $105,150.

Personal Mention

Formal AFM Talks to

Open in Miami Today
Mi.\Mi Beach, Jan. 16.—Top in-

dustry executives and the international

executive board of the American Fed-
eration of Musicians are slated to

formally open negotiations tomorrow
at the Lombardy Hotel here. The ma-
jor topic of discussion will be a new
contract between Hollywood studio

musicians and film companies.
Both groups met today in executive

sessions behind closed doors and ac-

cording to a union representative, rou-

tine business was discussed.

Eric Johnston, president of the Mo-
tion Picture Association of America,
who is also here, met with company
executives on industry problems.

Stars Are Cited for
Servicemen's Shows
W.\siiiXGTox, Jan. 16. — Senator

Ferguson (R., Mich.) today roundly
applauded the efforts of Hollywood
film stars to entertain and build mo-
rale among U. S. troops overseas.

Ferguson, who recently returned
from a trip to Korea and Japan, in-

serted in the Congress'unKil Record a
long statement "in rectjgnition of a
job well done" by the film industry.

He declared he had given much at-

tention to the question of entertain-

ment for U. S. military personnel, and
that he was "convinced it is a neces-
sary and desirable function, and takes
first rank in building fine morale
among our troops."

To Present Film Awards
Winners of tile Xew ^'ork I'ilm

Critics annual awards for outstanding
achievement will be formally presented
with them on Sunday at the Algon-
quin Hotel here, with the ceremonies
to be televised on Ed .Sullivan's

"Toast of the Town" CBS program,
starting at 8:00.

HERMAN M. LEVY, general
counsel of the Theatre Owners

of America, is due
from New Haven.

here tomorrow

Roy Rowe, veteran North Carolina
legislator and theatre exhibitor, has
formally announced his candidacy for

lieutenant governor in the spring
Democratic Party campaign.

•

Leonard Hirsch, home office as-

sistant to Rudy Berger, M-G-M
Southern sales manager, is in Wash-
ington conferring with resident man-
ager Jerome Adams.

•

Cecil B. DeMille will return to

Los Angeles today from his cross-

country trip.

MAX E. YOUNGSTEIN, United
Artists vice-president, will re

turn to New York today from Phila
delphia.

Mrs. Yvonne Wall Sigelkoe, ex
ecutive secretary to James A. Mul-
VEY, president of Goldwyn Produc-
tions, will leave her post tomorrow to

take up domestic life. Virginia Frey
formerly of the Goldwyn publicity de-

partment, will replace her.

•

Sylvia J. Raskin has been ap
pointed secretary to Gael Sullivan,
executive director of Theatre Owners
of America.

•

J. J. Cohn, M-G-M studio execu-
tive, is due here from the Coast today

Invite Arnall, Johnston
Washington, Jan. 16.—A House

Judiciary sub-committee has invited

Eric Johnston, Motion Picture Asso-
ciation of America president, and Ellis

Arnall, president of the Society of

Independent Motion Picture Produc-
ers, to testify this month on a bill

giving U. S. copyright protection to

aliens without the necessity of having
their works printed or manufactured
in this country.

The committee plans hearings Jan.
28 to Jan. 30.

Weinberg, Baida Named
Hollywood, Jan. 16.—James Wein

berg, formerly with the legal depart

ment of Universal-International, and
Robert Baida have joined the Mono
gram-Allied Artists legal department
as assistants to Barnett Shapiro, resi-

dent attorney. They replace, respec

tively, Roy Pace and John Erpelding,

each resigned. Pace has joined the

Sam Jaffe Agency legal staf¥, and
Erpelding has become affiliated with
the legal department of the William
Morris Agency.

The
HERALD

INSTITUTE!
of industri
Opinioi

The First Report of

The Herald Institute

of Industry Opmion

will appear in

this week's issue of

Motion Picture Herald

14 Firms Merged in
New *P.A: Setup
Hollywood, Jan. 16.— For-

mation of the Public Rela-
tions Management Corp., with
14 regional public relations
firms covering 16 principal
cities pool'ng their resources
and facilities, was announced
today by Howard G. Mayer
and Dale O'Brien, the Los
Angeles member. The execu-
tive office will be maintained
in New York. Mayer has
been elected a member of the
executive committee and di-
rectorate.

1st Film Course in

U. S. for Teachers

A course on the motion picture for
academic and vocational high school
and junior high school teachers will

be instituted here on Feb. 15 by the
Board of Superintendents of New
York City's Board of Education, in

cooperation with the Organization of
the Motion Picture Industry of the
City of New York.
The course—first of its kind in the

country for teachers—will be given
under the direction of Dr. Jacob
Greenberg, associate superintendent,

in the auditorium of the High School
of Performing Arts, Manhattan, each
Tuesday afternoon, starting at 3 ;4S

P. M., and is intended to be an edu-
cational potential in the school and
the community. Dr. Franklin J.
Keller, principal of the school, will,

serve as co-ordinator, in cooperation
with Fred Schwartz, president of

Century Theatres and chairman of the
Organization of the Motion Picture
Industry. The course will consist of

15 lectures, each to be given by either

leader in the educational field or
an authority in the film industry.

Stress Influence on Education

The lectures will stress the influ-

ence of the motion picture in relation

to the education of young citizens and
to the cultural life of the community,
and will highlight the means for
bringing the educational, vocational
and cultural values of the motion pic-

ture into the classroom.

Motion Picture producers, writers,

directors, actors, technicians, exhibit-

ors, salesmen, critics and composers
will be invited to lecture by the

Schwartz organization. Educational
leaders in the visual education field

will be invited to lecture by Dr. Kel-
er. Professor Robert Gessner, chair-

man of the Motion Picture Depart-
ment of New York University, is co-
operating with Dr. Keller.

Services for W. G. Seih
Salt Lake City, Jan. 16.—Funeral

services for W. G. Seib, who retired

two months ago as branch manager
of Columbia Pictures here and who
died Sunday, were conducted here to-

day. Seib had been ill with a heart

ailment for several months. Harold
Green is Columbia's new exchange
manager.
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jscreen-scorcher

Comes from

^ sTARRNo^Q^lsj K M DENNIS D/WID

Crawford Morgan Brian
RICHARD WEBB • MARI ALDON • PHILIP CAREY • smcN Pur Br GEOFFREY HOMES and GEORGE WORTHING YATES • omcm BY FELIX FEIST ROBERT SISK

TRADE SHOWS
JANUARY 23
AKANY
WormrVrcening loom
HON fiorlSl • 12 JOm
ATLANTA
?Oth itnluij fci Stretning Im- 20th (entuf/ fox S<fi!ening tn

V Wollon Si II W • 2 00 tM JOI S ehoF<h Sr • 2 00 P «

BOSTON
RKOVreening loom

122 tilingtonSt • 2 30PM.

BUFFALO
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CHARLOnE

CHICAGO DALLAS DETROIT

Worner kfeening loom 20th Cenlury-Foi Screening Rm- RIm Eichonge Building

1307 So Woboih«>e I 30 P M 1803 Wood St. I 30 P.M.

CINCINNATI DENVER
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CLEVELAND DES MOINES
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OMAHA
>. 20th Century-Fox Sen
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•
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Warner Screening Room
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PinSBURGH

PORTLAND SEAHLE
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Greene Urges
(Coiiti)iucd jroiii fiujc 1

]

called it "foolish" to have outsiders

buy Hughes' ')20,00() shares, now trus-

teed to the Irving Trust Co. Greene

claimed that RKO Theatres has suffi-

cient cash to swing the deal.

Asked to comment on the

proposal that Hughes' RKO
Theatres stock be purchased by
the circuit, Sol A. Schwartz,
president of the company, said

"such a matter is for the board
to decide." The proposal has
yet to be made to the board,

he added.

The proposal was originally made
by Greene in a proxy statement before

the stockholders meeting, but yester-

day's statement was the first open in-

dication of his attitude since becoming
a director.

Greene ventured the opinion that

Hughes may wish to sell his stock and
perliaps forego the time limitation

sought by the government in its case

before the Supreme Court. The U.S.
is seeking to force Hughes to sell his

trusteed stock by Feb. 20, 1953.

Greene, who described Wednesday's
meeting of the board as "cordial" and
"harmonious," listed the following two
advantages in the company's purchas-
ing the Hughes interest: it would put
cash to work efTectively ; it would
eliminate a controlling stockholder
without disrupting the company.

It can be argued, Greene continued,
that with Hughes' stock re-purchased
by the company, "I would gain con-
trol." Greene, however, held that he
was not interested in controlling the
company, that he is primarily an in-

vestment broker interested in the
market value of the company's securi-
ties."

Added Greene : "I have no interest
in running the theatre business. I

would not know how to run it."

RKO Theatres, according to man-
agement sources, would have sufficient
funds to purchase Hughes' bloc of
shares at the current market value of
between 4'4 and 4^, but there is no
indication from the Hughes' interests
that he would be willing to sell at that
price. It would further have to be
decided whether the money could be
used more productively by the com-
pany in other fields, according to the
opposing argument.

1 nV3 HRS. ONESTOP

I
3 DC-6 Mainliners daily

I
TO LOS ANGELES

I
ON UNITED!

^ De luxe service aloft, including deli-

^ cious Malnliner meals at no extra

^ cost. United's famous flight, "the

^ Hollywood," leaves at noon, arrives

at 8:20 p.m. Other DC-6 Mainliners

at convenient hours during the day

and evening.

UNITED AIR LINES
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Review
"Just This Once''
( iMctro-Goldwyn-Mayer)

A FILM of great comic spirit is offered in "Just This Once." The picture

sparkles along in a sophisticated vein, striking up a mood of carefree

gaiety. Occasionally, in this story of a rich young man who has too much
money for his own good and an attractive lady-lawyer who is assigned to

watch his purse strings, liberties are taken with plausibility, but it is all in

the generous interest of mirth.

Peter Lawford plays the urbane young man whose reckless expenditures

are greater than his annual $1,000,000 income. This being a problem to

Lewis Stone, estate executor, he devises the idea of having Miss Leigh, an

economy-conscious barrister, take charge of Lawford's rnoney transactions.

At first Lawford is enchanted by having so radiant a maiden as Miss Leigh

guard his expenses but soon the charm wears of¥ when he learns that she is

grimly serious about the business. In time she strips him of his charge

accounts and cuts him down to a meager $50 a week allowance. Lawford

decides to get her to resign as his financial watchdog, but since she has legal

command, he must do it cleverly. Thus he determines to arouse jealousy in

Richard Anderson, fiance of Miss Leigh.

Director Don Weis has gotten most out of the humorous situations and

the rivalry between both men. Presently Miss Leigh finds herself falling in

love with" Lawford and sets about molding him into a serious, worthy man.

This too turns into quite an amusing process. While he tells her he's working

ambitiously on a new job he actually spends his time in pleasant sessions

on a golf course.

When Miss Leigh learns about this deception she ends the romance by

deftly dumping a bowl of spaghetti on the prodigal's head. By the tirne the

story runs its course misunderstandings are resolved and Miss Leigh is

where she wants to be—in Lawton's loving arms.

It goes without saying that Lawton and Miss Leigh make an appealing

screen couple, with suavity to the former and vibrance to the latter.

The picture is that type that should do well at the box-office, especially in

metropolitan areas.

Henry Berman produced from the screenplay by Sidney_ Sheldon.

Running time, 90 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

not set.
^ ' Mandel Herbstman

AITOIN Reelects

Myrick, Wolcott

Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 16.—At
the meet here of Allied-Independent

Theatre Owners of Iowa-Nebraska,

Inc., Al Myrick was reelected presi-

dent and Leo Wolcott reelected chair-

man of the board.

All other officers were also re-

elected, with the exception that El-

mer Hunke, Omaha, former secretary,

is the new treasurer, replacing T. V.
Evans of Clinton. Charles Jones,

Elma, Iowa, is the new secretary.

Following resolutions were adopted :

Severely criticized Edward Small

for selling 26 new features to TV and
Columbia Pictures for releasing them

;

condemned sneak previews of pictures

and night trade screenings, requesting

that trade screenings be shown in the

daytime ; ordered all theatres be regu-

larly and fully solicited by representa-

tives of film companies in person,

thereby eliminating the "either-or"

situation ; ordered that all pictures be

ofifered for sale and dating to all

theatres on national release date.

Directors set April 22-23 as annual
convention dates at Omaha.

Weiner, Charton to

Essenjay Pictures
CHICAGO', Jan. 16.—Charles Weiner,

former United Artists branch man-
ager in Minneapolis, and Bill Charton,

former Warner Brothers branch man-
ager on the West Coast, have joined

Essenjay Pictures as branch managers
of the San Francisco and Seattle

offices.

Spiers Leaves Lippert
Ciiicato, Jan. 16.—Edward Spiers,

Chicago branch manager for Lippert

Pictures, has resigned effective Fri-

day. No replacement has been named.

Allied Board Seeks

Selling Formula

Washington, Jan. 16.—The Allied

States board of directors meeting, to

be held here Feb. 4-6, will consider
plans for a selling formula "to ease

the stresses and strains of film buy-
ing," Abram F. Myers, board chair-

man and general counsel, has advised
affiliated regional organizations.

Under its convention resolutions,

Myers reminds, Allied "is committed
to a campaign against extortionate

film rentals and oppressive selling pol-

icies." His message to regionals also
states : "When it becomes official that

the distributors can no longer force

advanced admissions, the result will

be due to Allied, although others will

try to take the bows."
His message gives no other hints

concerning the nature of the selling

formula to be discussed by the board.

Other topics certain to hold the

spotlight at the board meeting^ are
Allied's proposals for an industry ar-

bitration system and the sale of films

to television. An election of officers

is scheduled to be held during the
board session. The spring meeting of

the board has been set for May 3-5,

in Colorado Springs, Colo.

Brazil Crisis
{Continued from page 1)

reels lifted. This stake involves the

U. S. government-sponsored documen-
tary films, for the decree would re-

quire distributors of American news-
reels to export to the U. S. Brazilian
newsreel, documentary and travelogue
footage .equivalent to 10 per cent of

such American footage imported.
Meanwhile, the Brazilian government
is fining exhibitors who fail to show
one domestic feature for each eight
foreign features exhibited.

'Collusive'

(Continued from page 1)

to support its contention, Arnall said.

He declined, however, to specify what
action would be taken by the Society.

"Collusive practices are beginning
to dominate the market with respect

to competitive bidding," Arnall said.

The practices, he added, boil down to

this : "One exhibitor says to another,

'you take this picture and I'll take
that one.' " Moreover, Arnall con-
tinued, "circuit monopolies 'wink' at

one another when bidding for pic-

tures." The result, he suggested, is

that producers are not receiving bids

that are competitive.

The committee, Arnall reported also,

is desirous of securing an amendment
to the SIMPP by-laws to provide the
Society with revenue from pictures

sold abroad so that a full-time foreign
manager may be added to the organi-
zation's executive staff. This in-

formation is being passed along to the
SIMPP board which is expected to

vote soon on the amendment.
The SIMPP distribution committee

discussed also developments in Spain,
France and Germany. Particular con-
cern was expressed over an apparent
intention of the French to curtail

American film imports under a new
agreement which will replace the
Franco-American pact which expires
June 30, Arnall said. He added that
SIMPP will want the U. S. State De-
partment to guard the American film
industry's interests if the French take
definite steps in that direction.

Arnall will leave here Friday for
Washington and Atlanta. He will re-
turn to New York for the Feb. 14-15
meeting of the executive board of the
Council of Motion Picture Organiza-
tions, and later will make a trip to
the Coast.

Expand MPAA T.R/
(Continued from page 1)

F. Corwin. Claggett will take over
the duties which have been carried
by Corwin, who is expected to be
assigned to the post of MPAA radio-
television contact.

Norman Kuhne, former Economic
Stabilization Agency press relations

executive, will continue to head up
MPAA's press relations department
in Washington. He was appointed to
the post last month.
Apart from his radio-television liai-

son work, Corwin very likely would
be in charge of Motion Picture Ex-
port Association press relations, it

was indicated.

Corwin's primary task in contacting
the radio-television field would be to
secure personal appearance time for
producers, directors, stars and other
industry personalities.

Several weeks ago Eric Johnston,
MPAA president, announced that the
AIPAA's New York office would be
the scene of stepped-up activity and
the principal center of operations.
Clark, who formerly made his head-
quarters in Washington, now is sta-
tioned in New York.

Ther E S ONLY ONE

BEACH
OCEAN FRONT . 40th lo 41(1 Su.

COMPLETELY AIR-COND/TIONEO

(feseruotioni • Walter Jacobs
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DeMille Beats TV,
Says 'Daily News'
The New York Daily \ews

(circulation, 2,050,000), yes-

terday editorially lauded Ce-
cil B. DeMille's Paramount
production, "T h e Greatest
Show on Earth," current at

Radio City Music Hall here.

Citing some of the film's at-

tractions, the editorial stated:

"As of now, TV can't com-
pete with any of that."

Asserting that "we'd been
inclined to lend a sympathetic
ear to current moans and
groans from our California
movie capital," the editorial

concludes: "Take your tears
elsewhere, Hollywood. All you
need is more real show busi-
ness, like vour man De-
Mille's."

UA Sets $400,000
Budget for 'Queen'
One of the biggest advertising, ex-

ploitation and publicity budgets ever
set for a United Artists release, to-

taling $400,000, has been set for John
Huston's color by Technicolor film,

"The African Queen." it was an-
nounced by Max E. Youngstein, UA
vice-president and national director of

advertising-publicity and exploitation.

The film is set for a Xew York
premiere at the Capitol in February
and for Coast-to-Coast release around
Easter.

UA Gets Two from
King Brothers

United Artists has concluded con-
tracts for the release of two films

from King Brothers Productions, it

was disclosed here by Arthur B.
Krim, UA president. The films are
"Mutiny," with color by Technicolor,
directed h\ Edward Dmytryk, which
will be released this spring, and "The
Ring," which goes into production to-

morrow.

Seminar List
{Continued from page \)

ada ; David W'einstock. Raybond The-
atres ; Max Cohen. Cinema Circuit

:

Wilbur Snaper. Snaper Circuit ; Jack
Hattam, Interboro Circuit: Irving
Dollinger, Independent Theatre Ser-

vice of Xew Jersey ; Julius Joelson,

J. J. Theatres; and Frank Fowler, St.

Cloud Amusement Co. of Xew Jersey.
RKO Theatres will have a contin-

gent of 22. headed by Sol Schwartz,
president of the circuit, representing
the operating, publicity and film book-
ing departments of the company.
Twentieth Century-Fox is currently

mulling plans to repeat the meeting
throughout the country in key distri-

bution centers, based on reactions al-

ready expressed by invited guests.

The merchandising plans to be pre-

sented will enable exhibitors to set

their own exploitation and promotion
plans months in advance of showings.

Joseph Feldman Resigns
Joseph Feldman, assistant general

manager of Warner Theatres in West-
ern Pennsylvania, resigned that po-
sition to enter the local advertising
field. He joined Warner Brothers 20
years ago.

Television-'Rodio
i Comment and Opinion

C O much has been written and said about X'BC-T\"s new "Today."
television's first early morning show, that a let-down was prob-

ably inevitable. It seems a shame that a program in which so much
money and effort have obviously been invested can fall so tiat.

The two-hour inaugural show on Monday morning—allowing for

the usual "bugs'"—represented a disorganized attempt to duplicate a

regular radio show and put it on TV without too many concessions

to the medium. Any number of fancy communication gadgets were
used and they were impressive, but the day when it was necessary

to prove that radio spans the world has long gone and television de-

mands something new and different—even in the early morning.
"Communicator" Dave Garroway is kept too busy in the RCA

Exhibition Hall studio to project his pleasant personality. An ettort

is made to keep the show interesting both to the early morning watch-
er and to the many millions who are too busy with other chores.

In part this is accomplished by playing records and when that hap-
pens, the camera takes an idle jaunt through the studio, occasionally

picking up the faces of passers-by on the street.

The various radio and T\' pickups were not impressive Monday,
but improved Tuesday morning. On the Monday show the cameras
caught fog in Chicago, trafiic in \\"ashington and a half-empty Grand
Central in Xew York. In "Today," XBC is setting an important
precedent. So far. all it has proven is that the magic of TV and
radio alone doesn't make a show. A little imagination is needed too.

The Federal Communication Commission appears deter-

mined to finally make good on its promise and lift that long-
standing freeze on television station construction. An intri-

cate allocation plan, which recognizes economic and geo-
graphic differences, is being worked out. But even when it

is published, actual processing of applications is going to take
a long time since there are many more applicants than there
are channels available and hearings will have to be held. Add-
ing to the confusion is NBC's request that the Commission's
multiple-ownership rules, which limit a licensee to five TV
stations, be lifted when it comes to stations in the ultra high
frequency band.

Cheers are in order for last Friday's presentation of "Billv Budd"
on the Schlitz Playhouse of Stars over CBS-T\'. With Walter
Hampden in the lead, the successful Broadway play of a season ago
was skillfully adapted and expertly presented. In fact it was one of

the finest and most moving dramas seen on television for some time.

In direct contrast, the second installment of XBC-TV's "Claudia"
Sunday could not have been more disappointing, not because of the

manner in which director James Furness handled the proceedings,

but largely because of the performance of Joan McCracken as Clau-
dia, ^liss McCracken brings to her characterization none of the
sweet innocence and naivete with which Rose Franken imbued her
Claudia. Instead, she makes David's wife someone who just lacks

the ability to think things out. The show could also stand some
speeding up.

i? ix

For constant high standards in the difificult presentation of musical
numbers, the Fred Waring Show over CBS-TV Sunday night can-
not be beat. Fred Waring and his singing Pennsylvanians have
made the transition from radio to video with smooth efficiencv and
now, under the aegis of General Electric, combine a fine sense of
showmanship with very real talent to make their half hour of song-
and-dance outstanding and imaginative entertainment.

^ i:?

Television sets now are in operation in 35 per cent of all American
homes, says Hugh M. Beville, Jr., director of Plans and Research
for XBC. The set count as of Jan. I was 15.700.000. This compares
with a total of 10.549,000 a year ago.

ic ^ it

Universal-International can take a proud bow for the excellentlv
integrated plug for "Bend of the River" on Art Baker's "You Asked
for It'' show over ABC-TV Monday night. That's the wav to do it.

Bert Lahr was very funny in XBC-T\''s new "Royal Show Case."
Joe Bigelow produced, George Abbott directed. . . . CBS-T\' will

open another theatre-studio, the network's 15th in X'ew York. . . .

Bill Stern finally returning to T\' with his own show, over XBC.
Fred Hift

Remodel 20th-Fox
Room for Eidophor
Remodeling of the 20th-Fox

L'ttle Theatre at the home
office for next month's sche-
duled test of the Eidophor
theatre TV system is now
progressing. 20th-Fox equip-
ment is now enroute from
Zurich, Switzerland, and is

expected to arrive here
shortlv.

Asked Para, to Sell
{Continued from page 1)

Mont in many ways, he told Para-
mount president Barney Balaban in

a letter written only last X'ovember.
The letter and three others between
DuMont and Balaban were made pub-
lic today at the second day of the
Federal Communications Commis-
sion's catch-all hearings.

Offered Paramount Choices

Under questioning, DuMont said his

company had offered Paramount
choices that ranged from cash offers

for their Class B stock in the DuMont
company to conversion of the Class B
stock to Class A.
The Xovember letter to Balaban

asked for Paramount' s plans for dis-

posing of its DuMont stock, for re-
versing the FCC's proposed decision
that Paramount controlled Du^Iont,
for removing the resulting "interfer-
ence" with DuMont's plans to acquire
additional TV stations, and for re-
moving "any cloud" over DuMont
that might result from Paramount's
anti-trust record.

Information Would Become Known
DuAIont had also written to Bala-

ban that it was inevitable "that cer-
tain information of great value" re-
lating to its activities in developing
and producing equipment should be-
come available to Paramount's repre-
sentatives; . "It is quite clear also."
he wrote, "that knowledge as to the
plans and commercial transactions of
the DuMont network would be of the
greatest importance" to ABC. UPT
and Paramount Pictures. He pointed
out that by virtue of Paramount's
minority interest in his company,
"under certain circumstances" this
could result in "continuing disad-
vantage to DuMont."
Balaban replied that Paramount

would "continue bending every effort
to convince the Commission that Para-
mount was a qualified licensee and
that its interest in the DuMont Lab-
oratories was a minority interest and
did not constitute control."
He called DuMont's letter "full of

misstatements and insinuations."

UA Publicists Seek
18% Pay Increase
A negotiating committee of United

Artists publicists will meet here to-
day with Max E. Youngstein, vice-
president and director of advertising-
publicity, to discuss proposals sub-
mitted by the Distribiitive, Processing
and Office Workers of America
{ Dist. Xo. 65 ) for a union contract.
U.\ publicists, who have not had

raises for three years, are seeking an
18 per cent general increase and a
union shop clause, according to a
union spokesman. The employes pre-
viously were members of Screen Pub-
licists Guild which has been super-
ceded by DPOWA.



BIG EXCITEMENT!

INGLY EARNS HIS RIGHT

TO HIS FAMOUS NAME.

Crams an uncommon amount

of character insight, original-

ity and intense feeling, as well

as the seedy realism of cheap,

big city backgrounds in the

small hours."—T/'me

"A mature, touching story skill-

fully directed. Barrymore turns

in a youthfully ingratiating

performance. The shocking

opening scene finds him pre-

cipitated into a bewildered,

drunken man hunt."—Newswee/c

f I

Philip A. Waxman presents

JOHN BARRYMORE, JR.in"THE BIG NIGHT"^

with Preston Foster • Joan Lorring

Howard St. John • Dorothy Comingore • Philip Bourneuf

Directed by Joseph Losey • Produced by Philip A. Waxman

Screenplay by Stanley Ellin and Joseph Losey

Director of Photography Hal Mohr • Released thru United Artists
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Myers Submits

Allied Plan

Of Arbitration

Organization Unit Will

Review It, Board Next

Washington, Jan. 17.—A pro-

posed draft of an all-inclusive in-

dustry arbitration system has gone

out to members of Allied States

Association's arbitration committee,

general counsel Abram F. Myers has

revealed.

Myers, who prepared the
draft, said it was put in the
mails today. He said details

would not be made public until

this or some other plan is ap-
proved by the Allied board
meeting here early next month.
Copies of his proposal will go
out to all board members early
next week, it was understood.

Present plans are for the arbitra-

tion committee to compare notes on
the proposal, either through corres-
pondence or at a meeting just in ad-

{Continiied on page 4)

Perkins Wins
QP Quarterly
Al Perkins, manager of the Roxy

Theatre in Midland, Ontario, is a
clear first in the quarterly competi-
tion for the Quigley Awards, spon-
sored by the Managers Round Table
of Motion Picture Herald. Jerome
Baker, manager of RKO Keith's in

Washington, D. C, is an equal win-
ner for a large theatre situation.

Judges were John Murphy, general
manager of Loew's out-of-town the-
atres

; Lynn Farnol, publicity director
for the Metropolitan Motion Picture
Theatre Owners Association of New

{Continued on page 7)

End 2-Day Republic

Sales Meet Here

_
James R. Grainger, Republic execu-

tive vice president in charge of sales,

presided here yesterday at the closing
session of a two-day sales meeting at

the company's home office, following-

similar meetings on the Coast and in

Chicago.

Grainger's return to New York fol-

lowed a five-week absence during
which be spent three weeks at the

{Continued on page 7)

House 'Red' Probe
Reopens on Monday
Washington, Jan. 17.— The

House Un-American Activ-
ities Committee announced it

would reopen its Commun-
ism-in-Hollywood hearings on
Monday, and will probably
continue all week. While
Committee officials refused to
reveal the witness list, it was
learned that producer Sidney
Buchman had been sub-
poenaed and that George
Glass had asked voluntarily
to appear.
The official announcement

said the hearings would be
on "Communist activities in
California. This hearing will
not be confined to the motion
picture industry."

Night Meeting on

New AFM Contract

Miami Beach, Jan. 17.—Negotia-
tions between major company execu-

tives and the American Federation of

Musicians on' a new contract for

Hollywood studio musicians did not

get under way at the Lombardy Hotel
here until seven o'clock tonight. The
negotiators still were in session at a

late hour.

Conferences among the company ex-
ecutives, begun yesterday with Eric

Johnston, president of the Motion Pic-

ture Association of America, presid-

ing, continued today. Johnston and
other members of the executive group,

{Continued on page 4)

MPAA and SIMPP
Reach Accord on

Spanish Film Pact

Following an exchange of views
here yesterday between oihcials of the

Motion Picture Association of Amer-
ica and the Society of Independent
Motion Picture Producers, John G.

McCarthy, MPAA international de-

partment chief, reported that the two
organizations had reached an accord
which will result in a united American
film industry approach to an agree-

ment with the Spanish government.
Declining to elaborate on the basis

of the accord until the views of the

Spaniards toward new proposals are

received here, possibly in a few days,

McCarthy did indicate, however, that

the SIMPP member-producers would
receive equitable consideration in the

allocation of licenses under the pro-

posed Spanish-American pact.

The independent producers, under
{Continued on page 2)

New UA Posts for

Winikus, 2 Others

Francis Winikus, United Artists ad-

vertising manager, and Al Tamarin,
publicity manager, in about 30 days

will receive promotions which will be

accompanied by the naming of Mort
Nathanson, publicity aide to indepen-

dent producer Sam Spiegel, to the

post Tamarin will vacate.

Max E. Youngstein, UA vice-pres-

ident, reported yesterday that Winikus
will become advertising-publicity di-

{Continued on page 2)

TOA Atlanta

Grievances

Meet Called
60 Exhibitors from Five
States to Convene Thurs.

Some 60 exhibitors and circuit

owners operating in North and
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida
and Eastern Tennessee will gather
in Atlanta next Thursday for Theatre
Owners of America's second major
trade practice grievance meeting, it

was disclosed yesterday by TOA
headquarters here.

The meeting will be presided
over by E. D. Martin, head of
Martin Theatres of Columbus,
Ga., who, it is expected, will re-
lay in person the complaints
aired at the meeting to mem-
bers of the oflfical TOA griev-
ance panel during the course of
the TOA board meeting in Los
Angeles on Jan. 28-31.

It is likely that Mitchell Wolfson,
TOA president, will stop over in At-

{Continued on page 4)

OfferedPara.

$12,000,000
Washington, Jan. 17.—An offer of

$12,000,000 for Paramount Pictures,
Inc.'s stock in the Allen B. Du Mont
Laboratories, Inc. was made by the
Du Mont company in 1950, the Fed-
eral Communications Commission was
told today.

Paramount turned down the offer,

Dr. Allen B. Du Mont said, even
though the Du Mont company had
made firm arrangements with Kuhn,
Loeb, investment bankers, for financ-
ing the deal.

On the stand for the third day in

{Continued on page 4)

Pathe Seeks Early

RKO-Loew's Trial

If the RKO and Loew's circuits con-
form to the Feb. 1 deadline for provid-
ing Pathe Industries with gross
records and other data requested in
conjunction with the latter's $15,000,-

000_ triple-damage anti-trust action
against the two theatre companies, the
plaintiff will be in a position to move
immediately_ thereafter for trial in
U. S. District Court here, it was in-

{Coutinucd on page 4)

The Herald Institute
The Herald Institute of Industry Opinion, formation of

which was announced on Nov. 10, 1951, makes its debut in

the Jan. 19 edition of Motion Picture Herald, out today.

The Institute, functioning through representative panels in

exhibition, distribution and production, will sample each
group for views on important industry problems and will

present the results for the combined industry, as well as for

its individual branches.
The first report, published today, presents findings on

these questions:

Should there he an industry arbitration system?
If so, what subjects should be arbitrated?
How should arbitration panels be selected?

What is the business prospect?
How did 1951 business compare with 1950?
What are the reasons for changes in the business trend?

Subsequent findings on other major topics will be pub-
lished regularly thereafter.
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Personal Mention Only 'A Handful' of

Bldg. Permits Issued

Washington, Jan. 17.— Na-
tional Product'on Authority
officials say only "a handful"
of theatre projects will be
okayed in the second quarter,
consisting in those for which
crit'cal materials were on
hand before Oct. 1; those us-
ing very small quantities of
critical materials, which can
be obtained without govern-
ment ad; those absolutely
essential for morale of mili-
tary personnel or defense
wor'.iers and theatres to re-
place fire lossos, or in other
situations of extreme eco-
nomic hards-iip for the ex-
hibitor.

MPIC Support

To Kramer
Hollywood, Jan. 17.—Motion Pic-

ture Industry Council today lined up

with AMPP. SIMPP, IMPPA,
MPAA, COMPO, in approval of

Stanley Kramer's action in filing suit

against Wage Earners Committee for

circulating a pamphlet describing him

as notorious for producing "Red-

slanted and Red-starred" films. WEC
has been picketing Kramer's "Death

of a Salesman" run in Beverly Hills

since Dec. 20, and allegedly has dis-

tributed circulars to exhibitors as well

as the public.

MPIC resolution, adopted at the

regular monthly meeting Wednesday
night, said, "Whereas MPIC has

noted with increasing concern attacks

made by irresponsible groups on the

loyalty and patriotism of the picture

industry, particularly in unjustified

picketing of theatres and in the dis-

tribution of defamatory circulars, it

therefore resolves that MPIC com-

mends Stanley Kramer for his coura-

geous stand in instituting a libel suit

against the Wage Earners Committee

for the malicious and unfounded pick-

eting of his picture, and pledges to

him our complete support in the action

he has taken."

MPIC constituent groups include

.\FL film council, all talent guilds,

virtually the entire Hollywood profes-

sional and labor personnel.

Last night's meeting ended Allen

Rivkin's six-months presidency, with

vice-president Gunther Lessing taking

over a six-months term and Steve

Broidy becoming vice-president in line

of succession. Rivkin will attend the

next COMPO meeting as MPIC re-

presentative. Secretary Ronald Rea-

gan and treasurer Cy Baer were re-

elected. Also, SW'G president Mary
C. McCall, Jr., was elected to repre-

sent MPIC at a luncheon scheduled

in Washington by Defense Secretary

Robert Lovett next Wednesday.

MPIC Meet Hears
State Dept. Report

Hollywood, Jan. 17. — James B.

Faixchney, chief of the foreign pro-

duction staff of the international mo-
tion picture division of the U. S. State

Department, at a meeting of the man-
power committee of the Motion Pic-

ture Industry Council here, reported

on the work being done by industry

manpower in various sections of the

world and urged MPIC to continue

its support of the international in-

formation program.

MPAA and SIMPP
{Continued jrom page 1)

the formula submitted by Spain, would
partake of 40 licenses which the
Madrid government would channel
through Spanish producers. Prior to

yesterday's MPAA-SIMPP exchange
of views, Ellis G. Arnall, Society pres-

ident, said SIMPP would not join in

any .Spanish agreement that did not
treat SIMPP on a par with the
MPAA. The MPA.A. member compa-
nies, under the Spanish formula, would
receive 60 licenses direct from tlie gov-
ernment.

LEO McCAREY, producer-direc-

tor, will return to Hollywood to-

day after a week's visit here.
•

Charles F. Deesen, home office

assistant to John J. Maloney, Cen-
tral sales manager for M-G-M, is in

Detroit, conferring with Maloney
and Frank Downey^ local branch
manager, and will return here Mon-
day.

•

Kenneth E. Wright, theatre own-
er and president of the Theatre Tele-

vision Authority, has been appointed

a regular member of the City Civil

Service Board by the city council of

Sacramento, Cal.
•

Lindsay Durand, Paramount's
West Coast national magazine con-

tact, returned to Hollywood yesterday
from New York.

•

Leo Samuels, sales head of Walt
Disney's Eastern office, will leave

here for Burbank this week.
•

Al Lichtman, 20th Century-Fox
distribution chief, plans to leave for a

Florida vacation around Jan. 25.

DragonetteaGuestat

Industry Breakfast

Jessica Dragonette, Jane Wyatt,
and Mary Ann Wagner will be on
the program with Rev. James Keller,

head of the Christopher movement, at

the second annual Communion break-

fast for Catholics in the film industry

here on Sunday. The affair will be

held in the Grand Ballroom of the

Waldorf Astoria immediately follow-

ing nine o'clock Mass at St. Patrick's

Cathedral.
Other guests will include Margaret

O'Brien, Perry Como, Kathleen Lock-
hart, June Lockhart, Una O'Connor,
Roddy McDowell, Robert Alda, Eddie
Dowling, Giacinto Prandella and
Mary Ann Wagner. The Right Rev.
Richard J. Pigott, pastor of Our Lady
of Victory Church, will represent His
Eminence Francis Cardinal Spellman.
A capacity crowd of 2,000 is expected
to attend.

Miss Dragonette, author of the re-

cently published book, "Faith Is a
Song," will sing the national anthem
and Miss Wyatt and McCarey will

give short addresses, following the
principal talk by Father Keller.

New UA Posts
(Continued jrom page 1)

rector, Tamarin will be named the

latter's assistant, and Nathanson will

be publicity manager. Lately, Wini-
kus has been serving also as assistant

advertising-publicity director. Under
the staff reorganization, Youngstein,
who has been directing advertising-

publicity operations, will continue to

oversee the department's activities and
at the same time will take on a num-
ber of additional executive duties.

Prior to joining Spiegel, recently,

Nathanson was for several years pub-
licity manager <tl Paramount Pictures

here.

GAEL SULLIVAN, executive di-

rector of the Theatre Owners
of America, left Chicago yesterday by
train for Los Angeles.

•

Alfred F. Corwin of the Motion
Picture Association of America's New
York press relations department, is

in Washington and will return to his

desk here on Monday.
•

John Davis, managing director of

the J. Arthur Rank Organization, is

scheduled to arrive here from London
by plane tomorrow and will return

there Jan. 24.
•

Ted Toddy, president of Toddy Pic-

tures, was in Atlanta for a visit to

the branch office there.
•

Jay Bonafield, RKO Pathe exec-

utive vice-president, is in Cuba from
New York.

Max Bercutt, Warner Brothers
field man, is in Salt Lake from San
Francisco.

•

Theron Warth, producer, is in

New York from Hollywood.

100 Acceptances for

20th Meet to Date

More than 100 representatives of
top circuits in the East have already
signified their intention of attending
the 20th Century-Fox merchandising
meeting set for Tuesday, it was re-

vealed here yesterday by Al Lichtman,
director of distribution for the com-
pany.

Many previously unrevealed plans
for the promotion of the 1952 line-

up will be announced at the meet-
ing when vice-president Charles Ein-
feld and his advertising, publicity and
exploitation departments detail meth-
ods and techniques of bringing the
product to the public's attention.

Disabled 'Vets' Film
At 6 B'way Houses
A record number of day-and-date

Broadway playdates for a Disabled
American Veterans short has been set

up by Warner's Ben Abner, New
York DAV distribution chairman, on
"One Who Came Back," which is

currently showing at six houses here.
Theatres playing the film, a two-reel
subject sponsored by the United
States Defense Department, Disabled
American Veterans and the Associa-
tion of Motion Picture Producers of
Hollywood, are the Paramount, War-
ner, Mayfair, Globe, Rialto and the
New York.
"One Who Came Back" is being

distributed nationally through the Mo-
tion Picture Association of America
with Ben Kalmenson, Warner sales
head, in charge of distribution.

'Zapata' Rivoli Opening
"Viva Zapata!" Darryl F. Zanuck's

first personal production of 1952 for
2()th Century-Fox, will have its world
premiere at the Rivoli on Feb. 7.

Mono.-AA Executive
Meeting on Coast
Leaving here today by plane for

Hollywood will be Monogram-Allied
Artists Eastern executives Morey R.
Goldstein, sales vice-president ; Ed-
ward Morey, vice-president, and Lloyd
Lind, supervisor of exchanges. They
will meet on the Coast with Steve
Broidy, president of the two compa-
nies, and Harold Mirisch and G.
Ralph Branton, vice-presidents, on
sales policies for 1952 and' a discus-
sion of saturation bookings for "Fort
Osage" and "Rodeo," two Monogram
specials in Cinecolor, and Monogram's
"Waco," in sepia tone.

$200,000 Studio Fire
Hollywood, Jan. 17. — Frontier

Films studio, recently used for tele-

vision production, was destroyed by
fire with a loss estimated at $200,000.
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FAIVIILY OF RADIO FAME
now upnariously delightful on the screen!
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Offered Para. $ 12,000,000
(Continued from page 1)

Paths Plans
(Contiiiui'd from page 1)

dicated yesterday by William C. Mac-
Millen, Jr.. Patlie president.

The suit, tiled over a year ago, al-

leges that RKO and Loew's had con-

spired to keep independently-produced

pictures out of the New York Metro-

politan market. Pathe subsidiary

Eagle Lion Classics also was a plain-

tiff at the outset, but was withdrawn
from the action when its physical as-

sets were sold to United Artists.

AlacAIillen said most of the records

requested of the defendants already

have been received, but additional

documents are due to be handed over

by Feb. 1. He forecast that a trial

date would be set for sometime in the

spring, unless the defendants chose

meanwhile to have a number of pre-

trial hearings.

The Pathe Industries president,

who is also board chairman of Sou-
vaine Selective Pictures, will leave

New York on Monday for the Coast

wliere he will examine a number of

films with a view to their acquisition

by Souvaine. He will return here in

about 10 days.

Pathe's 1951 earnings, MacMillen
said, are expected to total $1,250,000,

which would compare with a loss of

over $1,300,000 in 1950.

AFM Contract
(Continued from page 1)

described their sessions as "routine"

and said they had no statement to

make when the conference was ad-

journed this afternoon.

Tonight's negotiations with James
C. Petrillo, AFM president, are sched-

uled to take up proposals for wage
increases and changes in worT<ing con-

ditions for studio musicians. Petrillo

said earlier that conditions governing
the use of recorded film music on tele-

vision will not be introduced by the

AFM and added that he didn't believe

the film company executives wanted to

discuss the subject, either. Another
meeting was planned for tomorrow
with the possibility that a joint state-

ment might be issued then.

Myers Submits
(Continued from page 1)

vance of the board meeting, and to

prepare recommendations to give the

board.

Final decision will be up to the

board when it meets here Feb. 4-6.

Meanwhile, Theatre Owners of

.America's board at a meeting in Los
Angeles Jan. 28-31 will put the finish-

ing touches to a TOA draft of an
industry arbitration system which
Herman M. Levy, TOA general

counsel, has prepared.

Reject All Bids for
'Vadis* in Chicago

Ciiic.M.o, Jan. 17.

—

AU bids for the

first run showing here of M-G-M's
"Quo Vadis" have been rejected. No
explanation for the action has been
given. It is rumored that there is a
possibility of the picture being played
in the World Playhouse, local sure-

seater.

Langan to Times Square
])()n Langan has joined Times

, Square Productions licre as vice-

president in charge of sales. Langan
is a veteran advertising man.

the FCC's catch-all hearings, Du
Mont told of other proposals his com-
pany made to get Paramount to dis-

pose of its Du Mont company hold-

ings in an effort to change the FCC
proposed finding that the Du Mont
company is controlled by Paramount.
The hearings, which are currently

going into the question of Paramount's
control of the Du Mont company, will

take up later the proposed merger be-

tween United Paramount Theatres

and the American Broadcasting Co.,

and the question of whether the two
Paramount companies or any of their

subsidiaries can own television sta-

tions in the light of their anti-trust

status. The Du Mont phase was
originally scheduled to end tomorrow,
with the other questions brought up
when the hearing re-opens on Feb. 4.

Questioning of Du Mont witnesses,

however, will probably go well into

next week, with a possible postpone-

ment of the Feb. 4 date.

Under questioning by Paul A. Por-

ter, attorney for Paramount Pictures,

Inc., Du Mont described another 1950

arrangement for the disposal of Para-

mount's 560,000 B stock shares in the

Du Mont company. This had been

agreed to by both Du Mont and Paul
Raibourn, Du Mont said. Raibourn
is a vice-president of Paramount Pic-

tures, Inc. and a director of the Du
Mont company.
"But when Barney Balaban got

hold of it he kicked it out and the

deal collapsed," Du Mont said. He
described additional terms which Bala-

ban wanted to put into the agreement

which would still have left Paramount
with the same degree of control of

the Du Mont company even though

Paramount would have disposed of

90 per cent of its Du Mont holdings.

At one point Du Mont told FCC
hearing examiner Leo Resnick that

his company was "willing to bend over

backwards" to get Paramount to dis-

pose of its holdings.

Later in the session, William A.

Roberts, counsel for Du Mont, iritro-

duced in the record a letter written

Jan. 12, 1951 by Du Mont to Balaban

suggesting that the number of Para-

mount directors in the Du Mont com-
pany be reduced from three to one.

Porter objected to the introduction

of the letter into the record, saying

that it was drafted on purpose for the

hearing. Roberts agreed with Porter,

pointing out a portion of the letter

which quoted from the Commission's
proposed 1948 decision on Para-
mount's control of Du Mont. The
Commission decision said that if sev-

eral of the Du Mont company's four

class A stock directors were absent

from a board meeting, Paramount's
three class B stock directors could

control the meeting.

Two New Imports for
Mayer and Kingsley
The next date at the Trans-Lux

60th here will be the American pre-
miere of "The Magic Garden," a film

made in South Africa, with a non-
professional cast composed entirely of

natives. It was produced and directed

by Donald Swanson. Another film, a
40-minute British featurette entitled

"David," directed by Paul Dickson,
will also have its first American
showing at the Trans-Lux house.
Both films are being released here by
the firm of Arthur Mayer-Edward
Kingsley, Inc.

"It has been suggested," Du Mont
wrote to Balaban, "that the chances

of a decision by the Commission that

Paramount does not control Du Mont
would be enhanced if the number of

directors voted by the holders of class

B stock were reduced to one instead

of three."

At an earlier hearing, FCC Counsel
Frederick Ford asked Allen DuMont
what would be the effect of the UPT-
ABC merger on the DuMont Network.
DuMont replied that he did not see

where the merger "would change the

network's position materially so far as

competition was concerned" as long as

the DuMont Network had five sta-

tions. If the DuMont Network had
to continue operating with its present

three television stations, he continued,

it would be "at a disadvantage" if the

merger went through.
He declared that in the early days

Paramount's board members in the

DuMont company had carried consid-

erable weight in decisions. This
weight lessened with the years, he
said, as the DuMont company's finan-

cial position became better. In 1950,

he told the Commission, DuMont
made about as much as Paramount.

No Plans for Theatre TV
DuMont maintained that his com-

pany has no plans for theatre tele-

vision. In response to questioning
from Ford about the use of film on
television, DuMont declared that in

about five years he thought that from
20 per cent to 40 per cent of the
programs on television stations would
be on film.

DuMont told FCC hearing exam-
iner Leo Resnick that in recent years
his company has brought up with
Paramount the idea of buying Para-
mount's Class B stock in the DuMont
company for cash. They were never
able to conclude any negotiations suc-

cessfully, however, he continued, "be-
cause Paramount is not interested in

selling for cash."

The television pioneer also said that

there had been "verbal discussions"

about converting Paramount's Class
B stock into Class A stock. These
discussions had gone as far as an out-

line on paper, he said, but "never
came through," because it would have
done away with Paramount's B stock
entirely and would have distributed

its A stock in small lots, which the

company would not agree to.

Proposals were made, DuMont con-

tinued, involving the possible sale of

Paramount's DuMont holdings to

"other interests." These other inter-

ests, he said, did not buy because they
wanted control of the DuMont com-
pany, and "in the estimation of the

purchasers the B stock never gave
control."

Jacobs and Steerman
Share Feldman Job
Pittsburgh, Jan. 17.—Sidney Ja-

cobs and Benjamin W. Steerman, vet-

eran executives of Warner Brothers
local circuit, will share the duties left

open by the resignation of assistant

general-manager Joseph W. Feldman
who left to assume the co-ownership
of a local advertising agency.

Steerman will continue as comp-
troller and head of the company's
real estate department, while Jacobs
will supervise the district theatres in

addition to being in charge of West
Virginia theatres.

TOA Meet
(Continued from page 1)

lanta for the grievance meeting on his

way from Miami to Los Angeles. In
that case one member of the TOA
grievance panel would be on hand to

hear complaints as they are registered

against distributors at the Atlanta re-

gional parley. Other members of the
panel are Charles P. Skouras, TOA
board chairman ; Gael Sullivan, exec-
utive director, and Herman M. Levy,
general counsel. Skouras is on the

Coast awaiting the arrival of Sullivan

who is en route there by train, and
Levy will leave here today for Los
Angeles.
The other major TOA grievance

meeting took place in New York late

last fall. Meanwhile there have been
subsidiary grievance gatherings among
organization members in Charlotte,

Albany and Watertown, N. Y.
Invited to attend the Atlanta meet-

ing are: Mack Jackson, Mrs. Walter
Griffith, R. M. Kennedy, Max A.
Connett, H. F. Kincey, M. A. Light-
man, Sr., M. A. Lightman, Jr., R. B.

Cox, H. H. Everett, G. D. Carpenter,
Bolivar F. Hyde, Luke A. Stein,

M. E. Hensler, Fred H. Kent, Kermit
C. Stengel, J. H. Thompson, Johii

Thompson, Oscar Lam, Nat Williams,
Robert B. Wilby, A. Fuller Sams, Jr.,

J. B. Harvey, Ben L. Strozier, Jay
Solomon and Emil Bernstecker.

Also, Alfred Starr, Walter T. Mor-
ris, Carl Bamford, Paul H. Bennet,

W. G. Fussell, P. B. Garner, William
R. Griffin, M. M. Grimes, Lloyd Roy-
al, Guy Kenimer, Fred Weis, Elmer
Sutterer, Mose Lebovitz, Worth Stew-
art, Arthur Lehmann, Arthur J. Steel,

R. D. McGowan and Louis Rosen-
baum.

Also, Bob Moscow, Cowan Oldham,
C. L. Patrick, James T. Redd, Sam
Irvin, Harold Boardman, Robert Bry-
ant, Charles B. Burgin, Harry M.
Curl, W. E. Dunn, Mark Chartrand,
Milton Edelstein, R. A. Edmondson,
Harvey Fleischman, Jack Fuller,

J. M. Reynolds and Joseph J. Zaro.

TFnity and Harmony' Showmanship
Theme at TOA Board Meet

Hollywood, Jan. 17.
—"Unity and

Harmony" has been chosen as the

theme to be stressed in elaborate

showmanship decorations being in-

stalled at National Theatres head-
quarters in preparation for TOA
board meeting on Jan. 28-31.

Grant Valley Case Move
Chicago, Jan. 17.—The defendant's

request for transfer of the Valley
case, which asks for a change in the

Cincinnati release system, to the Fed-
eral Court of the Southern District of

Ohio was granted here today by Fed-
eral Judge Walter Labuy. The re-

quest for transfer was unopposed by
the plaintiffs.

Services for Gile Steel
Hollywood, Jan. 17.—Services will

be held tomorrow, at the Culver City

Funeral Parlor for Gile Steele,

M-G-M costume designer and two-
time Academy Award winner, who
drowned Tuesday night when a street

flood trapped him in his car. His
mother and a brother survive.

Mrs. Jeffee Services
Funeral services for Florence Jeffee,

wife of Saul Jeffee, president of

Movielab, will be held here today at

Riverside Memorial Chapel. Mrs.
Jeffee died Wednesday.



Destry will ride tonight—positively
NO QUESTION, the show will go on—tonight—and every night ... go on with all the

blood-and-thunder that distinguishes the new-day Western—a stellar example of work in-

spired by modern technics, equipment, and materials.

Here, too, is a stellar example of the way the Eastman Kodak Company functions

through the Eastman Technical Service for Motion Picture Film.

' For, in addition to aiding studio and laboratory in film selection and processing,

representatives collaborate with exchange and theater in helping solve problems of pro-

jection—help check film and equipment . . . make light measurements, determine proper

levels ... all to help assure good showings, black-and-white or color.

To maintain this service, the Eastman Kodak Company has branches at strategic

centers . . . invites inquiry from all members of the industry. Address:

Mot/on Picture Film Departmenf

EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY, ROCHESTER 4, N. Y.

East Coast Division

342 Madison Avenue
Nev^ York 17, N. Y.

Midwest Division

137 North Wabash Avenue
Chicago 2, Illinois

West Coast Division

6706 Santa Monica Blvd.

Hollywood 38, California
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MotionPictureDailyFeatureReviews
'Here Come the Nelsons'
( Universal-International)

AS the radio fan knows, there is always something popping in the house-

hold of Ozzie and Harriet Nelson. The first featured appearance of the

entire family, and that also includes David and Ricky, is made in this Aaron
Rosenberg production. The picture is energized with action, complication

and genial confusion, and all of it strictly in the formula vein.

Xo doubt a ready-made audience awaits the picture in the large radio

following of the Nelson program. The homespun comedy arises out of a

misunderstanding when Harriet suspects Ozzie of being interested in another

woman and Ozzie gets the idea that Harriet is attracted to another man.
.\long with this confusion runs another aspect concerning the turmoil of the

home town as it prepares for a centennial celebration and rodeo. Ozzie, as

an advertising executive, is hard-pressed to think up a promotional stunt

for a foundation garment manufacturer. Luckily for him there are sorne

big-time thieves around and when they run ofT with the circus funds, Ozzie

catches them with a roadblock of foundation garments. Thus Ozzie gets a

promotion for the publicity. As for the marital misunderstanding, it is easily

cleared up, naturally.

Romance in a more youthful vein is portrayed by Barbara Lawrence and

Rock Hudson.
Ozzie Nelson also had a hand in the screenplay, along with Donald Nelson

and William Davenport. Frederick de Cordova directed.

Running time, 76 minutes. General audience classification. For February

release. Mandel Herbstman

'Royal Journey'
{Xational film Board of Canada— United Artists)

THE headline-capturing visit last autumn of Princess Elizabeth and the

Duke of Edinburgh to Canada and the United States is here presented

in a striking 52-minute documentary. The picture is especially noteworthy
because it is the first in feature length to be filmed in the new Eastman
Kodak negative-positive color process. The color was soft and clear and

seemed particularly effective, especially since weather conditions under which
the picture was photographed were frequently bad.

The picture shows the highlights of the visits to the various provinces and
frequently lingers over some dramatic incident. In Washington there is the

meeting with President Truman and stressing of the good neighbor theme.

.\ clever narration accompanies the picture in which frequently the voice of

some enraptured citizen of the locale visited is heard. The documentary at

once combines the best qualities of a newsreel and a travelogue although the

very nature of the material gives it a repetitive quality.

It is obvious from the picture that everywhere the Royal couple went they

left an impression of charm and friendliness.

The picture was made by the National Film Board of Canada. Tom Daly
produced and David Bairstow directed. Leslie McFarlane wrote the

narration.

Running time, 52 minutes. General audience classification. For March
release. M. Herbstman

''Harem Girl"
( C tihnnbui

)

THE internal politics of a mythical Middle Eastern country get quite a

workout at the hands of Joan Davis, an uninhibited, gangling American
girl. The result is "Harem Girl," a fast-paced slapstick fare.

While serving as secretary-companion to Peggy Castle, a princess whose
oil-rich lands have been usurped by a sheik. Miss Davis immediately finds

herself very deep in plot and counterplot, providing plenty of opportunities

for her d(juble-talking brand of humor. Miss Davis's romantic illusions

about the mysterious East are never quite lost despite one narrow escape
from a fate worse than death with a rotund sheik and numerous narrow
escapes from death itself. .'\t various points in the proceedings, she is

forced to disguise herself as a palace guard, tangle with a headless ghost,

do an impnjmptu harem dance and run around on what must be the slipperiest

palace floors in the Middle East.

Miss Castle is a very pretty straight girl, while Paul Marion has the

thankless role of her boy-friend who leads a revolt. Arthur Blake is the

comic, rotund sheik who does not care who gets the oil, and Donald Randolph
and Henry Brandon are wicked conspirators. Also on hand are some very
shapely "harem" girls. It is a one-woman show, however, directed by
Edward Bernds, from a story which he wrote and a screenjilay on which he
collaborated with Elwood Ullman. Wallace MacDonald produced.

Running time, 70 minutes. General audience classification. For February
release.

Rogers Suit Transferred
A suit for $l5,0fXJ, brought by Budd

Rogers against the financial firm of

Walter E. Heller & Co. for alleged

commissions due Rogers, has been

transferred from New York Supreme
Court to Federal Court here. The
suit concerns commissions sought by

Rogers for procuring a distribution

agency for "Walk in the Sun" in the

United Kingdom.

Testimonial to Brown
Bui-KAU), Jan. 17. — Maniiie A.

Brown, formerly local Paramount ex-
change manager, later Eagle Lion
Classics division manager in Buffalo
and Albany, and recently city sales-
man for UA here, was honor guest
at a testimonial luncheon tendered
him here by Tent 7, Variety club.

Brown recently was named manager
of the Cleveland UA office.

"Fort Osage''
(Monogram) Hollyzvood, Jan. 17

A SPLENDID frontier melodrama of broad entertainment porportions con-
taining box-office ingredients consisting of vivid Cinecolor, loads of

action, a well-knit yarn and a large and well-directed cast, topped by a con-
vincing Rod Cameron, all nicely wrapped up for a piece of solid screen

merchandise, by producer Walter Mirisch and director Lesley Selander,

based on a story and screen-play written by Dan Ullman.
The tale goes back to the days when old Fort Osage in Missouri was the

last safe frontier stopping place for pioneers venturing in wild Indian country
for pioneers and their wagon-trains riding off to the gold fields of California.

Scores of pioneers and scores of Indians are seen in the climactic sequences,

and the script is the strictly straightaway type with which screen stories of

the Old West fare best. The onus for the trouble which brews in the plot

is on a small group of greedy white men, the Indians being given a clean

bill for the most part. The guilty parties get their punishment in ample
measure when they get it. Box-office prospects for the picture appear bright.

Cameron plays a wagon-master hired by Morris Ankrum, frontier operator

of a wagon-transit company, and father of Jane Nigh, the feminine lead, to

take a wagon-train through the Osage country. But Cameron refuses when
he witnesses the destruction of a wagon and its passengers by Indians, know-
ing Ankrum must have caused it. Ankrum's partner, Douglas Kennedy, sets

his thugs to kill Cameron, but they fail, and Cameron goes into the Indian

country to find out the reason for the unrest. He learns that Ankrum has
broken a trade treaty with the Osages, and returns, again escaping Kennedy's
gunmen, to wring a confession from Ankrum and force him to make the

treaty good. Kennedy prevents this, however, by killing Ankrum, and
Cameron joins with the Indians to run down the escaping Kennedy and his

pals in a cross-plains pursuit and mountain battle.

Others in the cast are John Ridgely, William Phipps, Stan Jolley, Dorothy
Adams, Francis McDonald, Myron Healey and Lane Bradford.

Running time, 72 minutes. General audience classification. Release date.

''Captive of Billy the Kid''
{Republic)

THE traditional requirements of Westerns are easily met in "Captive of

Billy the Kid." Allan (Rocky) Lane heads the cast as the stalwart of

law and order, while Penny Edwards holds up the slight feminine role and
Grant Withers turns in an accustomed role as the "heavy."

The plot goes on the supposition that when Billy the Kid died he hid his

loot and then divided the map of its location among five different people.

Miss Edwards' father, who' possessed a portion of the map, is suddenly

killed, thus bringing Lane into the case. There is the usual amount of

shooting, skullduggery and hard riding. It is obvious that the source of the

villainy arises from one of the five holders of the map portions, among whom
is Miss Edwards.
Lane has quite a job pinning down the villain, who finally turns out to be

Withers, presumably a respected citizen. In between there are several close

calls for Lane as well as an assortment of murders. The final strategy by

which Lane captures Withers and his henchmen is strictly in the Western

groove. Harry Keller was associate producer and Fred C. Brannon directed,

from- a screenplay by M. Coates Webster and Richard Wormser.
Running time, 54 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

Jan. 22. M. Herbstman

"Scandal Sheet"
(Columbia)

PRODUCER Edward Small and Phil Karlson present in "Scandal Sheet" a

mighty suspenseful tale of newspaper men and newspaper women with

some rather unique twists, a swiftly moving vehicle about the downfall of a

New York newspaper editor of a "scandal sheet" which headlines the very

kind of situations as the one which leads to his downfall and ruination.

Broderick Crawford as the ruthless editor turns in a performance to match

his role in "The Mob." John Derek and Donna Reed also are on hand to

lend marquee strength.

At a lonely hearts ball sponsored by his paper, Crawford meets Rosemary
DeCamp, the neurotic wife he abandoned years before. When Miss DeCamp
threatens to expose him as a deserter and wife beater, Crawford hits her

—

inadvertently killing her. Derek, the editor's protege, gets on the story as a

good follow-up to the ball, and from there on in, Crawford is forced to sit

back and watch while Derek slowly tracks down the killer.

Derek and Miss Reed, the paper's "sob-sister," do nicely as the youngsters

caught up in the improbable events, but their elder supporting players really

shine. Henry O'Neil turns in a fine bit as an alcoholic old newspaperman

whose meddling forces Crawford into a second murder. Miss DeCamp
illuminates the brief role of the nagging, shabby wife, giving it real depth.

Crawford performs with the sort of off-hand, blustering power that has

become his trade mark. The screenplay, by Ted Sherdeman, Eugene Ling

and James Poe moves swiftly with matter-of-fact humor. It is based on the

novel, "The Dark Page," by Samuel Fuller. The film is a Motion Picture

Investors Production.

Others in the cast are : Henry Morgan, James Millican, Griff Barnett,

Jonathan Hale, Pierre Watkin, Ida Moore, Ralph Reed, Luther Crockett,

Charles Cane, Jay Adler, Don Beddoe.

Running time, 82 minutes. General audience classification. For February

release.
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Boys' Club Honors

George P. Skouras

George P. Skouras and J. Willard

Hayden, principal benefactors of the

Boys' Club of Queens were honored

at a testimonial dinner at the Hotel

Astor here last

night.

The dinner
was for the
benefit of the

$200,000 Boys'

Club of Queens
campaign.
Skouras, on

behalf of Skour-
as Theatres
Corp., has do-

nated the land

for the club,

and Hayden,
through the
Hayden Foun-
dation, has
pledged a conditional gift of $500,000

for the erection of the building.

In donating the land, Skouras ex-

plained : "The Skouras Theatres in

purchasing the land as a gift to the

Boys' Club of Queens for the erection

of this building did so because it feels

that the future and destiny of America
is in the hands of the coming genera-

tion."

The dinner last night launched a se-

ries of fund-raising events.

George P. Skouras

New Film to RKO Radio
RKO Radio will release "Whisper-

ing Smith vs. Scotland Yard" in the

domestic territories, Ned E. Depinet,

president, announced.

Perkins Wins
{Continued from page 1)

York, and Jerry Keyser, foreign pub-
licity director for Warner Brothers
International Corp. in New York.
There were 63 finalists in this quar-

ter, with each of the three judges
naming 10 in their order of prefer-

ence. One of the judges chose Mid-
land, Ont., because it is shozmianship
at the point of sale, which makes the-

atres pay dividends. Baker's contri-

bution is one of several campaigns on
"The Day the Earth Stood Still,"

which figure prominently in this quar-

ter, and will double entries in the 20th

Century-Fox $15,000 contest, now un-
der way, with that company's judging

due later in the month.

7 Winners

"Scroll

quarter,

There are seven QP
Honor" winners in this

follows

:

Bill Elder, Penn Theatre, Pitts-

burgh ; Al Frank, Retlaw Theatre,

Fond du Lac, Wis.
; J. P. Harrison,

Campus Theatre, Denton, Tex. ; Wil-
liam P. Lalor, Myers Theatre, Janes-
ville, Wis. ; Dale Lee, Wilma Theatre,

Coeur d'Alene, Ida. ; Pearce Park-
hurst, Lansing Drive-In Theatre,

Lansing, Mich. ; Matt Saunders, Poli

Theatre, Bridgeport.

Keyser, foreign publicity manager
for Warner Brothers International

Corp., judged the entries from abroad,

because there were so many, while
the other two judges concentrated on
domestic. He picked a campaign from
G. C. Dilley, manager of the Ritz in

Edgware, England, as the overseas

Towne Defendants

Enter New Plea

Chicago, Jan. 17.—The defendants
in the Towne Theatre case have en-
tered a plea for exemption from pay-
ment of $102,000 allegedly due the
plaintiffs for the period since April
1950. The defendants also are ob-
jecting to payment of legal fees to the
plaintiff's attorneys for the same pe-
riod, contending that these fees are
covered by payment of court costs for

the period in question.

This plea was entered Wednesday
morning and the plaintiffs' attorneys
were given 24 hours to reply to the

surprise move on the part of the de-
fendants. Arguments pro and con
were heard today in Federal District

Court here by Judge Walter Labuy,
and he is expected to render a decision

within the next few days.

Press 'Junkef to

*Bend' Premiere
Hollywood, Jan. 17. — More than

two score newspaper, magazine and
trade paper writers, one of the largest

contingents in recent years, will jour-

ney to Portland, Ore., to cover the

world premiere of Universal-Interna-
tional's color by Technicolor produc-
tion of "Bend of the River" next
Tuesday and Wednesday.
The three major wire services and

many national magazines will be re-

presented by writers from Los An-
geles or New York. Several feature
syndicates also will be represented.

In addition. West Coast represent-

atives from most major trade papers

Republic
(Continued from page 1)

company's Hollywood studios for

product discussions with company pres-

ident Herbert J. Yates. He brought
with him to New York a print of

John Ford's "The Quiet Man," which
was screened for district and branch
managers at yesterday's meeting.

The New York sales sessions were
attended by Walter L. Titus, Jr.,

James V. O'Gara, John P. Curtin,

Richard G. Yates, and branch mana-
gers Jake Flax, I. T. Sweeney, Frank
Dervin, Arthur Newman, Norman Sil-

verman, William Murphy, Leon Her-
man, Jules Livingston, and 1. H.
Pollard.

The fourth and final session in the

current series of sales meetings will

be held at the Jung Hotel in New
Orleans on Monday and Tuesday.

and some 30 newspapers from key
cities throughout the nation will con-

verge on Portland. The Don Lee-
Mutual Network will carry a broad-
cast of the premiere to all affiliated

stations in the Northwest with a one
minute cut in the middle of the pro-

gram so that the various stations can
tell their listeners where and when
the picture will play in their local

communities.

SMPTE Meet Here Wed.
The Atlantic Coast section of the

Society of Motion Picture and Tele-

vision Engineers, at a meeting in the

Museum of Modern Art here Wed-
nesday, will hear from John G. Stott,

vice-president of Tri-Art Color Corp.

from The Ho//uwooc/ Reporter:
(THBHB AHe LOADS MOAC/)

can count off the kind of blessings that

mean plenty of boxoffice profit/^!
,



SEE WHYVm
CAN MAKE MON^Y »!«.

The Pre-Proyed* Boxoffice Sensa

^Launched to terrific business before RKO
took it on, by Exhibitor R. J. O'Donnell,

of the Interstate Circuit, with outstanding
engagements in Dallas, Houston, Ft.

Worth, El Paso, Albuquerque, etc.!

ALBANY
Fox Screen. Room
1052 Broadway

CINCINNATI
RKO Screen. Room Tues.
12 East 6th St.

CLEVELAND
Fox Screen. Room
2219 Payne Ave.

DENVER
Para. Screen. Room Tues.
2100 Stout St.

DES MOINES
Fox Screen. Roon
1300 High St.

DETROIT
Blumenthal's Screen. Tues.
Room, 2310 Cass Ave.

TRADE SHOWINGS:

Tues. 2/5 2:00 P.M.

BOSTON
RKO Screen. Room Tues. 2/5 10 :30 A.M.
122-28 Arlington St.

BUFFALO
Mo. Pic. Oper. Scr. Tues. 2/5 2:00 P.M.
Room, 498 Pearl St.

CHICAGO
RKO Screen. Room Tues. 2/5 2:00 P.M.
1300 S. Wabash Ave.

2/5 8:00 P.M.

Tues. 2/5 2:30 P.M.

2/5 2:00 P.M.

MILWAUKEE
Warner Screen. Rm. Tues. 2/5
212 W. Wisconsin Ave.

MINNEAPOLIS
Fox Screen. Room
1015 Currie Ave.

NEW HAVEN
Fox Screen. Room
40 Whiting St.

NEW YORK
RKO Screen. Room
630 Ninth Ave.

OMAHA
Fox Screen. Room
1502 Davenport St.

PHILADELPHIA
RKO Screen. Room
250 North 13th St.

PITTSBURGH
RKO Screen. Room
1809-13 Blvd. of Allies

PORTLAND
Star Screen. Room
925 N.W. 19th Ave.

Tues. 2/5 1:00 P.M.

2/5 2:30 P.M.

INDIANAPOLIS
Univ. Screen. Room Tues. 2/5 1 :00 P.M.
517 N. Illinois St.

KANSAS CITY
Para. Screen. Room Wed.
1800 Wyandotte St.

LOS ANGELES
RKO Screen. Room Tues.
1980 S. Vermont Ave.

2/6 10:30 A.M.

2/5 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 2/5 12:15 P.M.

Feafuring

HOWARD
World's Champion Archer,

stalking the jungle armed
only with bow and arrow.

PHOTOGRAPHED IN

ANSCO COLOR

Greatest of All Wild

Animal Pictures!

ST. LOUIS
RKO Screen. Room
3143 Olive St.

SALT LAKE CITY
Fox Screen. Room
216 East 1st. St. So.

SAN FRANCISCO
RKO Screen. Room
251 Hyde St.

SEATTLE
Jewel Box Scr. Rm.
2318 Second Ave.

SIOUX FALLS
Hollywood Theatre
212 N. Philips Ave.

WASHINGTON
Film Center Scr. Rm.
932 New Jersey Ave.

Distributed by!

RKO
RADIO

ARD,HfLL
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Schine Offered

Another Year

To Divest 25

June '53 Deadline Plan
Goes to Court Tomorrow

Taking cognizance of unsettled

market conditions that prevailed

during the past year, the Depart-

ment of Justice has agreed to a new
plan for divestiture under the Schine

decree which will give the circuit an
additional year in which to dispose of

the remaining 25 theatres it is re-

quired to relinquish.

The plan will be presented in

U. S. District Court in Buffalo
tomorrow as an amendment to

the Schine consent decree. At-
torneys for the Department of

Justice and Schine will be
present.

Whereas under the original decree
the defendant was required to dispose

(Continued on page 7)

2,000AtCommunioii

Breakfast Here

More than 2,000 Catholics from the
motion picture industry attended their

second annual Communion breakfast
at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel here
yesterday morning. The Rev. James
M. Keller, head of the Christopher
movement, was the principal speaker
at the affair, which followed the nine
o'clock Mass at St. Patrick's Cathe-
dral.

_

Citing the Christopher Award, which
(Continued on page 2)

Loew's Decree to

Court Here Feb. 6

Washington, Jan. 20.— Feb.
6 has been set as the new
date for presenting the pro-
posed Loew's consent decree
to the New York statutory
court, Justice Department
officials said. They added they
hoped but were not sure that
the decree would be made
public early next week, so in-

terested parties could look it

over in advance of the hear-
ings. Loew's will get an ex-
tension until Feb. 6 of the
present Jan. 23 deadline for
presenting a specific divorce-
ment plan to the court.

This Time Disney's *Alice' Is on the

Receiving End of A Suit, in Mexico
Mexico City, Jan. 20.—When Walt Disney's "Alice in Wonder-

land" and Souvaine Selective's French-made "Alice" reached the

screens in New York at about the same time, last year, Disney
sued to prevent the circulation of the latter "Alice," but lost.

Now it is the reverse here.

Exhibition of both versions in this country has been authorized

by the First District Court, wh^ch rejected an injunction suit

brought by Jose Manuel Chavez, distributor of the French version,

to restrain the Ministry of the Interior, chief government depart-

ment that handles film matters, from registering the American
version, so as to allow the French version exclusive exhibition in

Mexico.
The court ruled that no one enjoys exclusive exhibition rights

to either version, because it is not a question of the original

story and its copyright that is involved, but simply a matter of

interpretation of the story, which has equal commercial rights.

However, the court held that exhibition of the two "Alices" may
not be in the same theatre, but always in two different theatres.

NPAApproves
10 Theatres
Washington, Jan. 20.—The Na-

tional Production Authority approved

10 more theatre construction projects

for the first quarter and turned down
14 others.

Late in December, the agency an-

nounced approval of 12 theatre build-

ing ventures for the January-March
period, and denied eight. It issued to-

day's supplementary list for the first

quarter, completing action on all pend-

ing applications for the quarter.

Even though more theatre projects

were turned down today than ap-

proved, theatre building still fared bet-

ter than other types of construction.

Today's list contained action on 507

applications of all types, and 372 were
(Continued on page 7)

Further Cut
In Materials

No Studio Property

Loss in Storm

Hollywood, Jan. 20.—Due to les-

sons learned in the 1938 flood disaster,

which swept away substantial portions

of Universal, Republic and Warner
studio grounds, Hollywood picture

plants came safely through this week's
greater climatic crisis without prop-

erty loss or important interruption of

shooting schedules.

On the contrary, studio transporta-

tion departments, already organized
for civil defense, furnished invaluable

assistance to city and county forces

working around the clock to protect

population against the torrent which
took an estimated 20 lives in Southern
California.

Exhibitors in the Los Angeles area

(Continued on page 7)

Washington, Jan. 20.—Still small-

er allotments of scarce materials will

go to industry firms in the second
quarter, the National Production Au-
thority revealed.

It said the NPA's motion picture

division would get only 7,601 tons of

steel to parcel out to theatre equip-

ment manufacturers and other indus-

try firms during" the April-June pe-

riod, compared with 7,999 tons for the

current quarter, 8,320 tons for the

fourth quarter of 1951 and 8,909 tons

for the third quarter last year.

The all-important copper allotment
has been cut to 971,000 pounds, com-
pared with 1,206,000 pounds in the

current quarter, 1,420,000 pounds in

(Continued on page 7)

No Partmar Voice

In UPT-ABC Tieup

Washington, Jan. 20.—The peti-

tion by Partmar Corp.' and four other

exhibitor corporations to intervene in

the United Paramount Theatres

—

American Broadcasting Co. merger
was turned down for the second and
final time over the week-end by the

Federal Communications Commission.
The Commission said that the five

companies could appear as witnesses

in the proceeding, but their attorney,

Russell Hardy, said that if Partmar
and the others couldn't appear as in-

tervenors they would not appear at

all.

In a dissenting opinion Commission-
er Jones declared that Partmar had
"established and shown sufficient in-

(Continued on page 7)

MPAA Charts

New Program
Of Research
Lay Groundwork at
Meet in Miami

Washington, Jan. 20.—Top of-

ficials of the Motion Picture Asso-
ciation and major member com-
panies have agreed on the impor-
tance of rebuilding and re-emphasiz-
ing MPAA's research program.

This was a key result of the
meeting in Miami last week be-
tween MPAA president Eric
Johnston and his aides and
presidents and vice-presidents
of eight major companies.

It was reported that the industry
leaders spent much of their time dis-

cussing the need for more accurate
information on economic trends and
markets both in the U. S. and abroad,
and agreed on an immediate build-up

(Continued on page 7)

133 Showmen Will

Attend 20tli Meet

Some 133 exhibitors and circuit

representatives have indicated they
will attend the 20th Century-Fox
merchandising meeting here tomor-
row, the company reports.

Additionally, approximately 20
trade press representatives, and 20th-

Fox home office and New York ex-
change executives will be on hand.
The circuits a:id the number of

representatives they will send are

:

United Paramount Theatres, five

;

Warner Bros. Theatres, three

;

Loew's, six
;

Schine, eight ; RKO
Theatres, 22; Skouras Theatres, 12:

(Continued on page 7)

PCCITO Becomes
Western T.O., Inc.

Portland, Ore., Jan. 20.—
Western Theatre Owners,
Inc., has been selected as the
new name for the Pacific

Coast Conference of Indepen-
dent Theatre Owners by the
organization's trustees.
The name change was ne-

cessitated by the growth of
PCCITO, which now covers
the eight Western states.
H. V. (Rotus) Harvey, presi-
dent, has guided the organ-
ization since its inception.



2 Motion Picture daily Monday, January 21, 1952

RKO Radio in

$23 -Million

Note Cancellation

RKO Radio has cancelled $23,032,-

693 in tliree per cent non-cumulative
income notes which had been held by

the parent company, RKO Pictures,

and which recently were gratuitously

transferred to the subsidiary.

The transaction, which an RKO
Pictures executive described as "pure

bookkeeping," resulted in the parent

company's having reduced its advances

to subsidiary companies in that amount
and having added the amount to its

investment in capital stocks of sub-

sidiaries.

RKO Pictures still owns $5,967,307

worth of RKO Radio three per cent

non-cumulative income notes.

Additional!}', RKO Pictures reduced
its investment in capital stocks of sub-

sidiaries by $18,267,789, charging that

amount to capital surplus, so that the

investment amounted to $4,764,905 in

light of the RKO Radio transfer

transaction.

The subsidiary reduced its three per
cent notes payable account by the

face amount of the cancelled notes,

crediting its capital surplus with a like

amount, and its deficit in earned sur-

plus as at Jan. 1, 1952, was charged
to capital surplus, with the result that

the subsidiary's earned surplus deficit

of $23,032,693 was thereby eliminated.

RKO Pictures' capital surplus ac-

count was also credited in the amount
of $8,098,525, as a result of the elimi-

nation of a reserve no longer required
against the three per cent notes.

2,000 At Breakfast
(Continued from page 1)

will be given this year for the second
time to the producer, director and
writer of the most important and suc-

cessful motion picture of the year,

according to Christopher purposes,
Father Keller emphasized that each
individual connected with a motion
picture can do a great deal to con-
tribute to the production of entertain-

ment of the highest moral standards,
serving thereby the best interests both
of the nation and the industry.

Jane Wyatt and Leo McCarey,
guests of honor, spoke briefly, and
Margaret O'Brien read a prayer
originally written for President
Roosevelt. Alartin Quigley was mas-
ter of ceremonies. Other guests in-

cluded Jessica Dragonette, who sang
the national anthem

;
Gene, Kathleen

and June Lockhart, Una O'Connor,
Roddy McDowell, Robert Alda, Eddie
Dowling, Giacinto Prandella and
Mary Ann Wagner. Among the

clergy present were Right Rev. Rich-
ard J. Pigott, pastor of Our Lady of

Victory Church, representing His
Eminence Francis Cardinal Spellman

;

Rev. Patrick J. Masterson, executive
secretary of the Legion of Decency,
and Rev. Thomas F. Little, assistant

secretary of the I^egion of Decency.

Personal Mention

Weisman Services
Baltimokk, Jan. 20.—Funeral serv-

ices for Harry Lee Weisman, Sr., 75,

will be held here tomorrow with in-

terment in L^judon Park Cemetery.

Sti. F.-VBL-VN will leave here on
• Thursday for the Coast.

•

Milton Klein^ chief auditor foi'

Columbia Pictures, and his wife, an-

nounce the birth of a son, Mark
Stetcn, at the Jewish Hospital,

Brooklyn. This is their third child.

•

Jack Glenn, president of the

Screen Directors Guild here, is re-

covering in Tarrj^town Hospital from
an attack of pneumonia.

•

Oscar A. Doob, general theatre ex-
ecutive for Loew's, will return to

New York today from a Palm Beach,
Fla., vacation.

•

Edward C. Dowden, Loew's assist-

ant advertising director, is due back
at his office today after an illness of

several weeks.
•

Ellis G. Arnall, president of the

Society of Independent Motion Pic-

ture Producers, left New York on
Saturday for Atlanta.

•

William B. Zoellner, head of

M-G-M short subject and newsreel
sales, is scheduled to return here to-

day from a tour of Eastern exchanges.
•

Bernard Smith, Paramount pro-

ducer, returned to the Coast over the

weekend from New York.
•

Leonard Hirsch, M-G-M home
office sales assistant, is scheduled to

return here today from Washington.
•

Herman M. Levy, Theatre Owners
of America general counsel, left New
York yesterday for Los Angeles.

•

Charles Deesen, M-G-M home
office sales assistant, is due back here
today from Detroit.

SI SEADLER, M-G-M advertising

head, is scheduled to return here

today from the Coast.
•

P. T. Dana, Universal Eastern

sales manager ; Charles Simonelli,
Eastern advertising-publicity manager,
and Robert Ungerfeld, exploitation

representative, are in Detroit to con-

fer on premiere plans' for "Steel

Town."
•

Edward L. Hyman, United Para-
mount Theatres vice-president, Max
Fellerman, Al Sicignano and Ber-

nard Levy, also of UPT, are sched-

uled to return here today from visits

to Buffalo and Rochester.
•

John P. Byrne, Eastern sales

manager for M-G-M, will arrive in

Boston today for a week's visit with
Benn H. Rosenwald, branch man-
ager.

•

Earl Williams of the Royal
Amusement Co., San Francisco, suf-

fered a broken arm in a home acci-

dent.
•

Ben Goetz, head of M-G-M pro-

duction in Britain, and Pier Angeli
and her mother left here for London
by plane yesterday.

William Pine, producer, left New
York over the weekend for Puerto
Rico and Haiti.

•

Jay Eisenberg of M-G-M's home
ofTice legal staff left here yesterday
by plane for the West Coast.

•

J. J. CoHN, M-G-M studio execu-
tive, is in New York from the Coast.

•

John Green, head of M-G-M's
studio music department, is in New
York from the Coast.

MGM Sales Meet in

Chicago Jan. 28-29
M-G-M will hold a two-day sales

conference of divisional sales managers
at the Ambassador East Hotel m Chi-
cago, starting Jan. 28, it was an-

nounced at the weekend by Charles M.
Reagan, sales vice-president. General
topics will be discussed with "Quo
\'adis" top of the list.

Attending from the home offices will

be, in addition to Reagan, Edward M.
Saunders, assistant general sales man-
ager ; and Henderson M. Richey, ex-
hibitor relations head. From the field

will be John P. Byrne, Eastern sales

manager
;
John J, Maloney, Central

sales, from Pittsburgh
;
Rudy Berger,

Southern, Washington ; Burtus Bishop,

Jr., Chicago; John S. Allen, South-
western, Dallas

;
George A. Hickey,

Western, Los Angeles.

33 in Albany TOA Now
Albany, N. Y., Jan. 20.^Thc re-

cently reactivated Theatre Owners of

America unit of Albany now has 33

theatre members, it was reported by
Harry Lamont, temporary chairman
of the unit. Additional theatres and
individual exhibitors are expected to

join within the jiext few weeks, La-
mont said.

Schwartz to Coast
ForNameA ttractions
Sol Schwartz, president of RKO

Theatres, is leaving for the Coast this

week and will negotiate there with the
heads of various talent agencies and
some of the studio heads with a view
to lining up a number of in person at-

tractions for the Palace theatre here.

Schwartz will also visit RKO the-

atre properties in Chicago, Los An-
geles and San Francisco.

Rank Now Milling Head
London, Jan. 20.—J. Arthur Rank

has been appointed chairman of
Rank's, Ltd., the family's prosperous
milling business. He succeeds his
brother, J. V. Rank, who died recently.
The latter's son, Joseph McArthur
Rank, was appointed a director.
Rank said he would continue to be

"just as active and interested in films
as heretofore" despite his taking over
the new responsibilities.

New ADTFC Affiliate
The Associated Film Writers, East

Coast screen writer's organization, has
affiliated with the Association of Docu-
mentary and Television Film Camera-
men.

Newsreel

Parade
TT/' INSTON CHURCHILL'S ad-

dress before Congress and, the

zvelcome to Captain Carlsen mark cur-

rent nezosreel highlights. Other items

include the trial of Frank Costello,

sports and fashions. Complete con-
tents follow:

MOVIETONE. NEWS, No.. 7—New York
hails Captain Carlsen. Churchill speaks to
Congress. Korea war films. Blizzard buries
passenger train.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 241—New
York hails Carlsen. Rescue of snowbound
train. Spotlight on Kefauver. Costello wins
mis-trial. Beauty queens on parade. Church-
ill speaks.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 4H—Captain
Carlsen captures New York City. Winston
Churchill speaks to Congress. Passengers
removed from snowbound train.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. SB—Churchill
addresses Congress. France honors General
de Lattre. Pastor Niemoeller back from
Moscow. Snow traps train. Aid for India.
Costello freed. Ballet on blades.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 527—Churchill
speaks to Congress. Captain Carlsen wel-
comed home. PO'W camp in Korea. Train
caught in California snow.

\yARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 4«—
Hail Carlsen. Churchill speaks to Congress.
Snowbound train rescue. UN PO'W camp
meets Geneva rules. Ratify Schuman plan.
Beauty champs.

Must Show Books in

Percentage Actions
Cincinnati, Jan. 20.—Inspection of

all theatre books and records has been
ordered by U. S. District Court here
in four pending percentage actions in

which the plaintiffs are Loew's, 20th
Century-Fox, Warner Brothers and
Universal.

At the same time, the court denied
motions by the exhibitor-defendants,
one of which would require each plain-
tiff to choose which defendant is

liable, whereas the claims are asserted
against all defendants jointly and
severally.

The defendants in each action are
Samuel, Allen and Louis Levin, Sher-
wood Theatres, Inc., Stardust Thea-
tres, Inc. and Sky High Theatre, Inc.

Theatres involved are the Sherwood
Drive-In in Dayton, the Stardust
Drive-In and the Ski-Hi Drive-In in

Springfield.

Paxton & Seasongood, of Cincin-
nati, are serving as attorneys for each
plaintiff, with Sargoy & Stein of New
York of counsel.

Faughan in Price Post
Albany, N. Y., Jan. 20.—James P.

Faughan, Warner Theatres Upstate
contact manager until last July when
the post was eliminated, has been ap-

pointed district accounting executive in

the local Price Stabilization office, at

a salary of $8,360 yearly. Faughan
had recently been a partner in a sign

company which services theatres.

Poli Houses Book 'Vadis'
M-G-M's "Quo Vadis" will open

Jan. 30 at the Poli theatres in New
Haven, Springfield and Worcester,
Mass. ; Feb. 6 at Poli houses in

Bridgeport and Hartford, and Feb. 13

at the Poli, Waterbury, the distribu-

tor announces.
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Review
"Trail Guided'
{RKO Radio)

TIM HOLT, in the latest of the Western series, takes up the cause of

some homeless homesteaders. As usual, Richard Martin is on hand as

Holt's sidekick and he provides some of 'the lighter touches. The film has all

the necessary ingredients to meet the demands of its category.

After guiding a wagon train of homesteaders to their destination, Holt and
Richard Martin find that the cattlemen of the area dislike the idea of home-
steaders taking over their grazing lands and are willing to kill to keep the

legal intruders away. Spearheading the cattlemen are young Robert Sher-

wood and his lovely sister Linda Douglas. Unknown to Miss Douglas,

Sherwood hires the local tavern keeper to steal the homesteaders' leases,

thereby incurring the wrath of Holt and Martin.

Holt's job is eased somewhat by Sherwood's turning against his cronies

when they kill the local sheriff. Sherwood himself is killed by the crooks,

whereupon Holt exposes the lawbreakers and gets Miss Douglas to lead a

peace movement between cattlemen and homesteaders.

Holt and Martin ride and shoot with their usual ability. Miss Douglas is

very pretty and Sherwood a believable good-boy-gone-wrong. Frank Wilcox,
as the saloon keeper, is somewhat more suave than most western villains.

Herman Schlom produced and Lesley Selander directed from a screenplay

by Arthur E. Orloff.

Running time, 60 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

not set.

New Set-up
For ^Voice'

See New SSB
Pay Pattern

Washington, Jan. 20.—The Salary

Stabilization Board is seen by observ-

ers as establishing a policy for the

payment of salaries to film talent un-

der which a producer or studio would

be permitted to pay out in total sala-

ries each year as much as it paid out

in the highest year between 1946 and

1950, plus a flat 10 per cent to reflect

the general rise in the nation's econ-

omy.
This policy was laid down by the

SSB recently for baseball players

and observers believe that this may
be the general guide to the Board's

program for controlling film talent

pay.

Salaries of individual players could

be raised to any figure, as long as

the total of all salaries did not exceed

this limit. Higher salaries for some
players would have to be made up

by lower salaries for others.

A similar policy in the talent field,

it is believed, would serve the indus-

try's interests very well, since with

the general Hollywood economy pol-

icy, studios could stay within the total

payrolls of the earlier years without
too much difficulty.

The salary board still has under
consideration a final policy for talent

workers. Board secretary Joseph
Cooper has been on the West Coast
this week clearing up some further

questions with studios and talent

guilds and the Board itself may issue

a final policy within the next few
weeks.

Copper Situation Is

'CriticaU: Golden
Washington, Jan. 20.—An urgent

appeal to the film industry for support

of the Department of Commerce's
copper dripping salvage program has
come from Nathan D. Golden, director

of the motion picture and photo-
graphic products division of the Na-
tional Production Authority, who' de-

clares that the situation is "critical."

The copper shortage, according to

Golden, is due to the "limited supply

of domestic ore, the reduced flow of

domestic scrap, and reduced imports
of foreign ore—all in the face of

growing demands." He says that

copper refining and smeUing facilities

are sufficient to meet current demands
and that what is needed is "more basic

ore and scrap."

Coast Premiere for

WB's 'Trees' Feb, 19
The West Coast premiere for War-

ner Brothers' color by Technicolor
production, "The Big Trees," starring

Kirk Douglas, has been set for the

Broadway Theatre, Yreka, Cal., where
some of the film's action takes place.

It opens the following day at the St.

Francis theatre in San Francisco and
will be followed by approximately
100 saturation playdates in the North-
west area.

FWC Deal with Gamble
San Francisco, Jan. 20. — Fox

West Coast Theatres has taken over
operation of the Tower at Fresno
from Gamble and O'Keefe, and at the
same time it gave up operation of the

Kinema at Fresno to G & O. Frank
Arcure, manager of the Kinema, was
transferred to the Tower.

Brotherhood Week
Meeting Wednesday
The industry committee for the Na-

tional Conference of Christians and

Jews has scheduled a luncheon meet-
ing for Wednesday at the Waldorf-
Astoria Hotel here to discuss final

plans for observance next month of

Brotherhood Week.
Reports will be made at the meet-

ing by George Skouras, industry

chairman for the 1952 Brotherhood
Week observance ; Max E. Youngstein
and Si Seadler of the advertising-pub-
licity committee. Hank Linet, indus-

try publicity manager ; Ned E.
Depinet, J. Robert Rubin and others.

Aim for New Booking
High for DAV Film
The industry is aiming for a record

number of bookings on the latest of

the Disabled American Veterans short

subjects titled "One Who Came Back."
Setting a new high will mean an ex-

cess of 16,000 bookings, the figure

achieved by both previous DAV films,

"How Much Do You Owe?", with

James Stewart and Gen. Jonathan M.
Wainwright, and "On Stage, Every-
body," with Bob Hope.

'Frisco Office for
Manhattan Films
Hollywood, Jan. 20. — With the

opening of a San Francisco office, the

first step in the 1952 expansion plans

of Manhattan Films International,

Inc. have been taken, according to

Robert I. Kronenberg, president. The
firm, said to be the largest distributor

of foreign film product on the West
Coast, represents 18 different New
York releasing companies, handling
over 100 films. Kronenberg, before
opening offices here, was a partner of

Films International of America, a

New York releasing firm.

AFL Group Files Claim
Hollywood, Jan. 20.—The Amer-

ican Federation of Labor Film Coun-
cil here has filed labor claims against

producer Jack Schwarz for personnel

engaged in making "Son of the Out-
law" and withheld further service

pending payment. The film, produced
by John Carpenter, had been financed

by Schwarz.

Solons Hear Coyne in

Treasury's Bond Bid
Washington, Jan. 20.—Robert W.

Coyne, special counsel to the Council
of Motion Picture Organizations, on
Friday represented the U. S. Treasury
Department at a hearing before the
House Appropriations committee on
the Treasury's request for an appropri-
ation for defense bond activity for the
new fiscal year. He worked here with
Treasury officials all last week on
preparations for the hearing.

Coyne, who during World War II

served as Treasury consultant, ad-
dressed the House committee for two
hours, outlining new bond promotion
plans. He returned to New York at

the weekend.

7 Want You' Contest
For D.C. Opening

In preparation for the opening in

Washington Wednesday of Samuel
Goldwvn's "I Want You," at the
Keith Theatre, RKO Radio, the pro-
ducer and the theatre in conjunction
with the Washington Daily News are
sponsoring an "I Want You" contest
that will provide a close relative of a
serviceman in Western Europe with
a free trip to visit the serviceman.
The contest, which requires the

applicant to write a letter to the news-
paper telling why he would like to

visit the serviceman, was started in

the paper last week.

Bezel Will Release
15 Rank Films

Albert Dezel has completed a deal

with Allied Films Corp. to distribute

15 J. Arthur Rank pictures in his

Detroit and Chicago exchanges.
First of the films, "Caesar and Cleo-
patra," opened last week at the Car-
negie Theatre in Chicago.

Arcadia Now the Baronet
The Arcadia Theatre on Third

Avenue at 59th Street, here, which
Walter Reade Theatres acquired last

October, was closed last night for re-

modeling and refurbishing, to reopen
early in February as the Baronet, it

was announced by Walter Reade. The
Baronet will have a first-run "selected

film" policy.

Washington, Jan. 20.—The State

Department has announced a new
administrative set-up for its overseas
information program, designed to step

up the activities of the film and other

divisions in the "Voice" program.
The information program and the

educational exchange program were
put in a separate International In-

formation Administration, to be
headed by Dr. Wilson Compton, for-

mer president of Washington State

College. Dr. Compton, who will have
the title of IIA administrator, will

report directly to the Secretary of

State. The Assistant Secretary of

State for public affairs, who hitherto

has headed the set-up, will be freed
of all administrative duties and will

act as the Secretary's policy adviser
on informational activities, while IIA
is the executive agency.
Edward W. Barrett is expected to

resign this latter post shortly, and a
successor is to be named by the White
House soon after.

Purpose of the change. Department
officials state, is to "raise the status

of the whole program and all person-
nel." However, the International Mo-
tion Picture Division will function
much as it did before, carrying on the
same duties in the same manner.

Souvaine-Apex Films
In Two-Way Deal
Souvaine Selective Pictures and the

recently-formed Sydney Box produc-
ing and distributing organization of
England, Apex Film Distributors,
Ltd., have arranged a two-day dis-

tribution deal, it was disclosed here
by Charles M. Amory, Souvaine gen-
eral sales manager.
Under the deal Souvaine will handle

the distribution of Apex pictures in

the United States, and Apex will re-

lease certain Souvaine pictures in

Great Britain. Lou Bunin's "Alice in

Wonderland" is the Apex initial re-

lease for England, and Souvaine be-
gins distribution in the U. S. next
month of the latest Sydney Box
feature, "Mr. Lord Says 'No' 1"

Approve Bldg, Code
Advisory Committee
Albany, N. Y., Jan. 20.—A sugges-

tion by John Coggeshall, of the State
Labor Department's code division,

that a permanent advisory committee
of motion picture operators, engineers
and union employees be named to

make a continuing study of the Code
for places of public assembly has met
the approval of Commissioner George
S. Raymond of the Board of Stand-
ards and Appeals. Raymond presided
at hearings yesterday and Dec. 13 on
proposed changes.

Cinema Case Drags
Denver, Jan. 20.—Cinema Amuse-

ments' case against RKO, M-G-M
and 20th Century-Fox for $1,000,000
trebled damages will drag into its

third week today with only two wit-
nesses heard, including Harris Wolf-
breg. Cinema president, and Sidney
Samuelson, Eastern Pa. Allied head.
Latter testified as to the desirability of

Denver first-run theatres. Wolfberg
testified as to his efforts to get first-

run product for Cinema's Broadway
here.
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STRANGE
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Laughton

Boris

Karloff
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81

min.
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11/19/51)

WEEK-END

WITH

FATHER

Van
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C—
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11/23/51)

(Jan.

Releases)

FLAME
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ARABY
(Color)
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min.
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(Rev.

11/26/51)

BRIGHT

VICTORY

Arthur

Kennedy
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D—
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min.
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(Rev.

7/20/51)

FINDERS
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Tom
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C—
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min.
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12/14/51)
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(Color)
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min.
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DANNY
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COME
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min.
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11/23/51)
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D

—

74

min.
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D—

SS

min.
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(Dec.

Releases)

THE

GIRL

ON
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BRIDGE
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Haas
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D—
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min.

(Kev.

12/10/51)
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D—
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min.

(Rev.

11/21/51)
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C

—
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(Rev.
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(Color)
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D

—
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min.
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12/7/51)

(Jan.

Releases)
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min.

DECISION
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12/19/51)
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D—
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min.
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1/7/52)

(Feb.

Releases)
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(Color)
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D

—

116

min.

(Rev.

8/15/51)
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A
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Bette
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Shelley

Winters

D—

96

min.

(Rev.

1/8/52)
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(Color)

Richard
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0—98

min.

RKO

(Dec.

Releases)

DOUBLE DYNAMITE

Groucho

Marx
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Russell

C—

80

min.
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11/9/51)
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0—
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min.
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(Rev.
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Releases)
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DANGEROUS
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Llipinn

D—
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Dana
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D—
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80

min.
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(Re-Release)
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min.
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D
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(Rev.
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D
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IRev

1/3/52)
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(Color)
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Maureen

O'Hara

D—

81

min.

(Re-Release)

SNOW
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AND
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(Color)
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cartoon

S3

min.

(Rev.

12/23/37)
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00

min.
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IN

THE

DARK
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Edwards
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Elliott

D—

60

min.
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min.
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(Dec.
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(Color)
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90

min.
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MY

FAVORITE

SPY

Bob

Hope
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Lamarr

('—93

min.
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(Rev,

10/5/51)

(Jan.

Release)

HONG

KONG

(Color)

Ronald

Reagan

Rhonda

Fleming

D—

91

min.

(5109)

(Rev.

11/15/51)

(Feb.

Releases)

SAILOR

BEWARE

Dean

Martin

Jerry

Lewis

(3—104

min.

(5114)

(Kev.

11/29/51)

FLAMING FEATHER

(Color)

Sterling

Hayden
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0—77

min.
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(Rev.

12/14/51)

MONO.

STAGE

TO

BLUE

RIVER

Whip

Wilson

0—56

min.

(5156)

THE

STEEL

FIST

Roddy
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n—

73

min.

(5217)
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Johnny
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Brown

0—5-1

min
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AND
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(Color)

Patricia

Medina

John

Sands

D—

fiOJ^

min

(5299)

NIGHT

RAIDERS

Whip

Wilson

0—52

min.

(5251)

FORT

OSAGE

(Color)

Rod

Cameron

0-72

min,

(5102)

(Rev.

1/18/52)

WACO

Wild

Bill

Elliott

0—73

min.

(5224)

M-e-M

CALLAWAY

WENT
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Howard

Keel

Dorothy

McGuIro

CD—

81

min.

(Rev.

11/15/51)

IT'S

A

BIG

COUNTRY

Ethel
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Van

Johnson

D

—

89

min.

(Kev.

11/20/51)

WESTWARD

THE

WOMEN

Robert

Taylor

Denise

Darcel

O—

lis

min.

(Rev.

11/29/51)

PANDORA

AND
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FLYING

DUTCHMAN

(Color)

James

Mason
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Gardner

D—

123

min.

(Eev.

10/11/51)

THE

SELLOUT

Walter

Pidgeon

John
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D—

83

rain.

(Eev.

12/17/51)

INVITATION

Dorothy

McGuIre
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Calhern

D

LONE

STAR

Clark
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Ava

Gardner

D—

94

min,

(Rev.

12/20/51)

SHADOW

IN

THE

SKY

RrJph
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James
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D

—

78

min.

(Eev.

12/18/51)
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OF
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(Color)
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Ellen
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M—

82

min.

LIPPERT
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Robert

Clarke
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Hatcher

11--5U

min.

(5008)

FOR
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Margaret

Field

n—
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i
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D
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All
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Kelcnses)

TEN

TALL

MEN
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min.
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10/23/51)
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Montgomery
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1/3/52)
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—

87

min.
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12/26/51)
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—

61

min.
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1/11/52)
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Starrett

Smiley
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(Feb.

Releases)
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Fredric
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D—
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min.
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12/10/51)
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HAREM
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Joan

Davis
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1/18/52)
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Burnette
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STALLION
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Robert

Cummings
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C
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min.
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"Latuko"
(Producers Representatives—Edzvard M. Qneeny) Hollywood, Jan. 20.

I'^HIS documentary in color was filmed in the course of an African expe-
dition sponsored by the American Museum of Natural History, for the

purposes of that organization, and was not designed for theatrical exhibition
but is now being offered to exhibitors. It is not a proper picture for exhi-
bition to a general audience, whatever may be its usefulness in the formal
field of natural history study, for the reason that the male members of the

African tribe dealt with wear no loin cloths or other apparel of any kind
and are shown completely naked throughout the 56 minutes of the film. Due
to this uncorrectible violation of the Motion Picture Production Code, the
picture was rejected by the Lode Administration when submitted in October
of 1951 and is offered now without the Code seal of approval.

Apart from the sheer and complete revealment of the figures of the male
natives, including genitals, the picture differs from other jungle-life pictures

mainly in the gory detailing of such customs as the test-of-manhood cere-

mony, in which an adolescent youth is required to draw a stream of blood

from a live cow's punctured neck artery into a large gourd and drink it

down, while another which requires the gouging out of each child's two
lower front teeth with a knife while his elders hold him fast. Other
sequences, showing a hunt, a rain-making festivity, various tribal dances and
procedures, are on a par with similar ones in other African-exploration films.

The picture was made by Edgard M. Queeny, chairman of the board of the

Monsanto Chemical Co., St. Louis, who is also a trustee of the American
Museum of Natural History, and his representatives say his profits from its

theatrical exhibition will be turned over to the Museum.
Running time, 56 minutes. Adult classification. January release.

William R. Weaver

NPA Approves
{Continued from page 1)

turned down—better than 73 per cent,

compared with 58 per cent for theatres

alone.

NPA officials have predicted that

building controls will get tighter as

the year goes on and that there'll be

practically no new starts of theatres or

other types of commercial construc-

tion for the rest of the year.

Of the 10 projects approved today,

NPA said two were exempt from its

construction controls, seven were okay
because the builders already had the

materials on hand and would not need
government help and that one merited
a government allotment of materials.

This latter case was a $35,000 the-

atre for Wesley Bolen, Quinter, Kans.
The two projects ruled exempt were
a $10,500 drive-in proposed by M. F.

Weaver of Ruckersville, Va., and a

$47,000 theatre to be built by August
Aubert, Jr., Cornell, Washington.
The seven projects which already

had materials lined up were these: a
$38,000 drive-in to be built by the
Fifth Avenue Bay Shore Drive-In-
Theatre, Inc., Brentwood-Islip, Long
Island, N. Y. ; a $15,000 drive-in to

be built by Page Theatres, Inc., Lu-
ray, Va. ; a $29,750 theatre for Floyd
Theatres, Haines City, Fla. ; a $26,-

900 drive-in for Muscoda Theatre,
Richland Center, Wise. (The NPA
reversed an earlier denial in this

case) ; a proposal by Paul D. Neal,
Higginsville, Mo., to relocate a the-

atre at an undisclosed cost ; a $55,000
drive-in for Bullington-Lee and Mc-
Mahon Theatre Co., Wichita Falls,

Tex.; and a $62,000 theatre for J.

Howard Hodge, Midland, Tex.
Largest of the 14 projects denied

was a proposed $240,000 theatre of

the Minnesota Amusement Co. at

Minot, N. p. Others were : a $38,515
remodeling job for a theatre owned by
Vincent Avellino, Runnemede, N. J.

;

a $22,000 drive-in, Ryan Brothers,
Painted Post, N. Y. ; a $45,000 drive-
in. Crystal Park, Cumberland, Md.

;

a $15,000 drive-in. Page Theatre, Inc.,

Luray, Va. ; a $43,500 theatre and
barber shop, Ellis Clark, Pennington
Gap, Va. ; a $45,128 theatre, Birm-
ingham Theatre Operating Co., Birm-
ingham, Ala.; a $12,700 drive-in, W.
E. Hammer, Tampa, Fla. ; a $15,000
drive-in, Oscar C. Johnson, Carter
Lake, la.; a $25,000 drive-in, J. V.
Carter, Jr., Comanche, Tex. ; a drive-
in, cost not given, Roland Duus,
Coleman, Tex. ; a $16,845 stores and
theatre project, McMahon and Ford,
Sacramento, Calif.; a $28,500 theatre,
A. Bautista, Gonzales, Calif. ; and a
$16,500 drive-in for Brevard Theatres,
in Eau Fallie, Fla.

Further Cuts
{Continued from page 1)

the last quarter of last year, and 1,-

862,000 pounds in the preceding
quarter.

The aluminum allotment, which was
as high as 3,750,000 pounds in the
fourth quarter of 1951 and 3,200,000
pounds in the current quarter, will be
down to 2,710,000 pounds in the sec-
ond quarter, NPA said.

UA Gets Gottlieb Film
"The Fighter," Alex Gottlieb's pro-

duction of the Jack London story,
starring Richard Conte, Lee J. Cobb
and Vanessa Brown, has been acquired
by United Artists for release this year,
UA president Arthur B. Krim states.

Schine Offered
{Continued from page 1)

of all of certain theatres by June 30

of this year, the deadline now would
be June 24, 1953.

Twenty-five theatres remain to be

divested and the new plan sets up a

timetable under which one-third of

these would be sold by next June 24,

another one-third by Dec. 24, and the

final one-third by June 24, 1953.

Apart from providing new divesti-

ture deadlines, the proposed amend-
ment seals a number of "loop-holes"

which the government contended

existed in the original decree with re-

spect to playing policies of a number
of the theatres, it is understood. It is

further understood that the changes

effected in this connection include the

identification as second-run of some
theatres which heretofore operated as

first-runs.

Under the original Schine decree

approximately a dozen of some 37

theatres had to be divested between

June 30, 1949, and June 30, 1950. The
circuit succeeded in more than meet-
ing that requirement. However, dur-

ing" the following year, June, 1950,

to June, 1951, Schine failed to dispose

of the seven stipulated, with the result

that a series of deadline postpone-

ments ensued. The final deadline was
last Dec. 17, since which time the di-

vestiture problem has hung in abey-

ance pending a new agreement be-

tween Schine and government attor-

neys on the new plan.

No Property Loss
{Continued from page 1)

benefited likewise from 1938 experi-
ence, with no theatres sustaining dam-
age beyond minor breakage due to the
pressure of water mains. Theatres
continued to operate nightly as trade
factor, although attendance reached a

probable all time low.

Merritt, Kennedy Own 5
Atlanta, Jan. 20.—Frank Merritt

and R. M. Kennedy, who now own the
five downtown theatres in Birming-
ham, Ala., have formed a new com-
pany, Acme Theatre Corp. The five

houses are the Strand, Empire, Melba,
Lyric and Royal.

No Partmar Voice
{Continued from page 1)

terest" to authorize its intervention.

"In view of the importance of the

subject matter and the great public

interest involved," he said, the Com-
mission should exercise "great liber-

ality" in allowing the intervention of

parties which had "prior actual ex-
perience with the parties requesting
Commission approval for the proposed
merger."

t-aramcunt-Du Mont Hearing
At the same time, over the week-

end, the fourth day of the Commis-
sion's hearing on the Paramount-Du-
Mont phase of the merger question
limped along before FCC hearing ex-
aminer Leo Resnick. Four employees
for Allen B. DuMont Laboratories,
Inc., described the DuMont network's
programming. Much of the testimony
centered on the "block-booking" of

feature films, with DuMont network
manager Chris Witting describing the
high cost of purchasing feature films
for use on television stations.

Other DuMont Company witnesses
were chief engineer Thomas T. Gold-
smith who finished his testimony to-

day
; James Caddigan, network direc-

tor of programming and production

;

and Walter Compton, general manager
of WTTG, DuMont's Washington sta-

tion.

The current phase of the hearing is

expected to begin again Monday with
Paul Raibourn, vice-president of Para-
mount Pictures, and treasurer of the
DuMont company testifying on Tues-
day.

Big U-I Ad Campaign
Scheduled for 'Bend'
The most extensive national adver-

tising campaign of any Universal-In-
ternational picture since "The Egg
and I" will be given "Bend of the
River," Technicolor production star-

ring James Stewart, according to Da-
vid A. Lipton, vice-president in charge
of advertising-publicity.

A large contingent of U-I execu-
tives, stars and press correspondents
will leave Hollywood tomorrow by
plane to attend the world premiere of
"Bend of the River" in Portland, Ore.,
Wednesday.

|

MPAA Charts
{Continued from page 1)

in the research program. This pro-
gram has been in the shadow since
Robert W. Chambers left MPAA
some two years ago.

It is significant that the decision of
the company and MPAA toppers co-
incides with the arrival at MPAA of
Griffith Johnson, who has been a lead-
ing government economist. He reports
in at MPAA for the first time to-
morrow to be economic adviser to
Johnston and to head the research
staff. Johnson's main job initially will
be to build up the strength of the re-
search program.

Foreign Problems Discussed

The Miami meetings also discussed
a wide range of foreign problems and
also domestic box-office problems, but
there were no conclusions on these
points other than the one of empha-
sizing research, according to MPAA
officials.

Johnston told the company
presidents, it was learned, that
his projected South American
trip has been indefinitely post-
poned. He may still make the
trip, Johnston said, but "the
date isn't in sight."

Johnston, it is reported, felt that the
Miami meetings were a continuation of
the series he and his aides have been
having with company officials in New-
York, getting company suggestions
for improving MPAA service to them.

Met at Schenck Home
Johnston and his aides met with all

the company officials at one session
Wednesday afternoon at the Miami
home of Nicholas Schenck, Loew's
president, and then met later Wednes-
day and on Thursday with individual
company officials. Attending the ses-
sions, in addition to Schenck, were :

Barney Balaban, Paramount Pictures
president; Spyros P. Skouras, 20th
Century-Fox president; Ned E.
Depinet, RKO Pictures president;
John J. O'Connor, Universal vice-
president; Jack Cohn, Columbia vice-
president

; Theodore Black, Republic
vice-president; and Sam Schneider,
vice-president of Warner Brothers.
Accompanying Johnston wereMPAA vice-president Joyce O'Hara

and counsel Sidney Schreiber.

133 Showmen
{Continued from page 1

)

Shea, three
; Randforce, three ; Cen-

tury, six; Fabian, 10; Prudential,
four; Brandt, seven; Walter Reade,
10; Raymond, four; Cinema Circuit,
two

; Snaper, one
; Interboro, 10

;

Independent Theatre Service of N. J.,
one; J. J. Theatres, 10; Famous Play-
ers Canadian, two ; St. Cloud Amuse-
ment, one.

.A.lso present will be managing
director David Katz of the Roxv
Theatre here and Isabelle Austin,
publicity director of the theatre, in
addition to Morris Mechanic, owner
and operator of the New Theatre,
Baltimore.

WANTED, motion pictures to be
edited into short subjects for non-
theatrical use. Good comedies, ad-
venture, wild animal, science fiction
or dramatic stories in feature or
short subject length. Negatives or
fine grains desired. Write Box 500,
Motion Picture Daily, 1270 Sixth
Avenue, New York 20, N. Y.
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Tradewise . .

.

By Sherwin Kane

NEW examples of the irrespon-

sible journalism of which some
newspaper columnists are gnilty in

circulating unfounded rumors about

the industry and its people were
provided in New York last week.

On Tuesday, Danton Walker in

his Daily Nezvs "Broadway" col-

umn, glibly reported the following:

"Hollywood buzz is that Spyros
Skouras will take over as chairman
of the board at 20th Century-Fox,
relinquishing the presidency to Al
Lichtman, now veepee."

If the item is newsworthy at all,

then to any responsible newspaper
man it is worth checking, not only

to determine the facts, if any, but

to obtain the story. No real re-

porter accepts a rumor, i.e., a

"Hollywood buzz," as a news story

without attempting to verify it.

The facts are, of course, that

Skouras and Lichtman are not

changing jobs, nor are they in-

volved in any executive title

changes whatever. Nor is it even
correct that Lichtman is "now vee-

pee" of 20th Century-Fox. He is

director of distribution and con-

tinues with that title.

On Friday, Walter Winchell
made this flat statement in the

Daily Mirror :
" 'The Desert Fox,'

(the controversial movie about

Rommel) is being quietly with-

drawn until the heat subsides."

The logical executives and 20th-

Fox spokesmen with whom even a

cub reporter might be expected to

check such a report assert that they

were not given an opportunity to

deny it prior to publication.

There is, in fact, no more basis

for that report than for the errone-

ous gossip circulated by Walker.
That could have been determined
in advance of publication by a

phone call requiring a matter of

seconds, and would have been had
a real reporter instead of a gossip

columnist been involved.

Film companies and their execu-

tives are subjected to this type of

irresponsible journalism more than

any other single industry or group
of individuals. It is time the pub-
lishers concerned demanded the

same journalistic workmanship of

their by-line columnists that they

do of their beginning reporters.

Until they do, reader confidence

in their publications will continue

to be seriously shaken.

Industry Asks

NPA to Okay

Color for TV
Washington, Jan. 21.—The

Motion Picture Association of

America, the Theatre Owners of

America and the National Exhibi-
tors Theatre Television Committee to-

day asked the National Production
Authority to rule that its color televi-

sion ban did not extend to theatre
color TV equipment.

In a letter to NPA administrator
Henry H. Fowler, the three organi-

zations argued that relatively small

amounts of critical materials would be
used in large-screen color TV and
that NPA had never intended to in-

clude this in its order No. M-90, ban-
ning color television.

Pointing out that the three organi-

zations had taken a leading role in de-

veloping a nationwide theatre TV
{Continued on page 5)

Griffis Resigns as

U.S. Envoy to Spain

Washington, Jan. 21.—President

Truman today reluctantly accepted the

resignation of Stanton Griffis, chair-

man of Paramount Pictures' executive

committee, as U. S. Ambassador to

Spain.

The exact date on which the resig-

nation is to be effective is to be fixed

later, the White House said.

In a resignation letter Griffis said

{Continued on page 4)

Profits of Schine
Theatres Test of

'Reasonable^ Offer

Washington, Jan. 21.—A provi-

sion in the proposed theatre divesti-

ture amendment to the Schine Circuit

consent decree adds the profits of a
theatre since June 24, 1951, to the

purchase offer of a prospective buyer
as a test of the reasonableness of an
offer for any of the remaining 25 the-

atres which Schine must divest prior

to June, 1953.

A hearing on the decree amend-
ments is scheduled for tomorrow in

Buffalo Federal Court. Further, after

entry of the order, Schine must notify

the public and real estate brokers

that "no reasonable offer" for a the-

atre will be refused. Schine's failure

to meet the divestiture schedule last

year prompted the decree amendments.
Justice officials admitted that the in-

{Continued on page 4)

20th-Fox Seminar

Held Here Today

The special exhibition merchandis-
ing meeting and seminar called by
20th Century-Fox to outline the com-
pany's product plan for 1952 will be
held today in the company's home
office. Attending will be representa-

tives of nearly 3,000 theatres through-
out the country.
Opening the meeting will be Al

Lichtman, director of distribution,

who will detail the pictures scheduled
through next December.

Following Lichtman, vice-president

{Continued on page 4)

U.S. Sees Better Theatre
Take: Boosts Tax Estimate

Film Bookers Club
Officers Installed
The New York Motion Picture

Bookers Club installation dinner and
dance was held here last night at the

Tavern on the Green, with Al Schwal-
berg, president of Paramount Film
Distributing Corp., acting as the

toastmaster.

Among the officers installed were
Lou Wolff, president ; Bernard Myer-
son, vice-president ; Lou Solkoff, vice-

president
;

Myron Starr, treasurer

;

Shirley Sussman, financial secretary

;

Shirley Chester, recording secretary

;

Ben Levine, sergeant-at-arms ; Morton
Lightstone and Kitty Flynn, trustees.

Washington, Jan. 21. — The
Treasury Department expects mo-
tion picture theatres and other gen-

eral admission operations to do
more business in the 12 months start-

ing July 1.

President Truman's budget mes-
sage, submitted to Congress today,

estimates that $366,000,000 will be col-

lected from general admission taxes

in 1952-53. For the current fiscal

year, ending June 30, it expects col-

lections of $357,000,000. These figures

compare with actual collections of

$346,491,715 in the 12 months ended
last June 30.

The message repeated predictions

that the Federal Communications
{Continued on page 5)

Companies Set

NewTwo-Year
Pact with AFM
Grants 15% Pay Rise,
Subject to SSB Okay

Miami Beach, Jan. 21.—The
American Federation of Musicians
won a 15 per cent wage hike for
studio musicians in a series of meet-
ings here last week between James
C. Petrillo's executive board and
heads of eight major film companies.

Nine other "fringe" proposals
submitted by the union were
accepted by the companies. An
additional pair of proposals
were voted down, but the con-
tract negotiations ended on a
happy note.

"I think it is a very equitable agree-
ment between the companies and the
union," said Nicholas M. Schenck,
Loew's president, spokesman for the
film group. "On both sides, it was

{CoKtinned on page 4)

'Greatest Show' at

Hall Paces BVay
Runs with $150,000

"The Greatest Show on Earth" at
Radio City Music Hall paced New
York first-run grosses this week, with
a robust $150,000 forecast for the sec-
ond week of the Cecil B. DeMille
Paramount production. Second week
business is expected to top the opening
seven days by $5,000.
Aided by the current Regents week

for high school students, healthy box-
office receipts are also seen for the
Paramount. There, a very good $84,-
000 is estimated for the first week of

{Continued on page 4)

New Briskin Option

ToColumbiaHolders
An option for an additional 5,125

shares of Columbia Pictures Corp.
common stock to producer Irving
Briskin is one of the matters which
will be voted on at a stockholders'
meeting here on Feb. 20.

In addition, stockholders will vote
on a new board of directors. Left off
management's list of nominees is L.
Rosenteil. Those nominated include:
Harry Cohn, Jack Cohn, A. Schneider,
Leo M. Blancke, N. B. Spingold, A.

{Continued on page 5)
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Personal MentionNEWS
in Brief • •

Dick Pitts, executive assistant to

Gael Sullivan, executive director of

the Theatre Owners of America, will

leave here tomorrow for Atlanta

where he will attend TOA's second

regional trade practice grievance meet-

ing on Thursdav.
\Mth Mitchell" Wolfson, TOA presi-

dent. Sullivan and other national TOA
leaders scheduled to be in Los An-
geles this week to prepare for the

forthcoming organization board meet-

ing there, Pitts will be the sole repre-

sentative of TOA headquarters at the

Atlanta meeting. E. D. Martin, At-
lanta regional chairman, will report

grievances to the TOA executives at

the board meeting next Week.

•

Pittsburgh, Jan. 21.—Vice-Presi-

dent Alben W. Barkley and Supreme
Court Justice Tom Clark were the

principal speakers at the annual ban-

quet of Variety Clubs International

Tent Xo. 1 in the William Penn Hotel

here last night. John Harris also

spoke. Rosey Rowswell presented

Leon Falk with the club's third an-

nual "Humanitarian Award."
•

LoxDox, Jan. 21.—RKO Radio will

handle American and Canadian dis-

tribution of "Whispering Smith Hits
London," first under a joint produc-
tion deal between Exclusive Films and
Julian Lesser. RKO Radio will re-

lease it as "Whispering Smith Vs.

Scotland Yard."
RKO Radio also will distribute

the David Rose-Coronado production,

"Saturday Island," starring Linda
Darnell, made here.

•

Detroit, Jan. 21.—A meeting of the

board of directors of Allied Theatres

of Michigan has been set for Feb. 13.

Allen Johnson, the organization's dele-

gate to the national Allied board meet-
ing in Washington, Feb. 4-6, will make
a report to the local directors.

•

PoRTL.xND, Ore., Jan. 21.—Charging
that major distributors are handling
bidding in "an unfair, evasive and dis-

criminatory manner," the trustees of

Western Theatre Owners (formerly
PCCITO) have passed a resolution

calling for sealed bids to be opened
on a given date and time in the pres-

ence of the interested parties.

•

Hollywood, Jan. 21.—A KTTV
telecast covering the opening of Re-
[mblic's "Wild Blue Yonder" at the

Kitz Theatre here Thursday evening
will be picked up on big screen TV at

the Orpheum, where the pictures opens
simultaneously. It is believed to be the

first instance of this.

Can. Communion B'fast
Toronto, Jan. 21.—The first Com-

munion breakfast for Roman Catho-
lics of the Toronto film industry
brought an attendance of 250 persons
at the Royal York Hotel here follow-

ing the Mass at St. Michael's Ca-
thedral, the celebrant of which was
Rev. G. J. Cherrier, chaplain of the

Toronto Variety Tent Xo. 28.

WILLIAM A. WHITE, Skouras
Theatres vice-president, and

Mrs. W hite, have left here for Palm
Beach.

•

B. G. Kranze, executive assistant

to United Artists vice-president Wil-
liam J. Heineman, returned here
yesterday from Florida.

•

James E. Perkins, Paramount's
managing director for the British

Isles, returns to England tomorrow
after a month's visit here.

House 'Red' Probe
In Tame Opening
Washington, Jan. 21.—The House

Un-American Activities Committee
today made it plain that there's not

much steam left in its Communism-in-
Hollywood investigation. At a com-
mittee hearing today, George Glass,

director of advertising-publicity for

Stanley Kramer, admitted attending

meetings of the Communist Political

Association at which the 1945 studio

strike was discussed, but said he never
intended to and did not join the as-

sociation. Glass, who appeared at his

own request, said he refused when
asked to join.

Max Silver, a party organizer in

Los Angeles, told of the refusal of

the Hollywood unit to tie up with
the Los Angeles unit. Charles Dag-
gett, a screen publicist, outlined his

brief attendance at party meetings in

the mid-thirties and his active mem-
bership in the Party during the 1945
strike. He declared he had never af-

filiated with the Party since.

Few Cuts for 'Vadis'
For Britisfi Sliowings
A small amount of footage termed

"violent" by British film censors will

be cut from "Quo Vadis" before the

film is shown in England, and so will

footage depicting the personification of

Christ in the picture, according to

Loew's International here. Press dis-

patches reaching New York from Lon-
don indicate that the British censors

were prepared to ban the film to all

children unless the cuts were made.

Davis At 'U' Meet
John Davis, managing director of

the J. Arthur Rank Organization, will

attend tomorrow's meeting of Univer-
sal Pictures' board here at which the

possibility of the company consolidat-

ing with Decca Records will be dis-

cussed. Davis, who arrived here Sat-

urday from London, returned to New
York from Toronto last night.

Copelan to Cuba
Hartford, Jan. 21.—Herb Copelan

has resigned as film booker and buyer
at the Warner Theatres' New Haven
zone office. It is understood he will

enter exhibition in Cuba.

Goldwyn Article
Samuel Goldwyn is the author of

an article, "What America Means to

Me," to be published in the American
Weekly next .Sunday, Jan. 27.

THOMAS L. WALKER, Bank of

America special representative on
motion picture distribution, has re-

turned here from the Coast.
•

Nat Nathanson, United Artists

Eastern-Canadian sales manager, left

New York yesterday to visit the

Pittsburgh, Cleveland and Detroit ex-

changes.
•

Joseph A. Walsh, head of Para-
mount branch operations, is in Dallas

this week from San Francisco.

DuMont Independent
Of Para., FCC Told
Washington, Jan. 21.—Further

testimony denying Paramount Pic-
tures' control of Allen B. DuMont
Laboratories, Inc., was put into the
record today as the Federal Com-
munications Commission started its

second week of hearings on the United
Paramount Theatres, Inc.-American
Broadcasting Co. merger.
Tomorrow's witness, Paul Raibourn,

is expected to wind up the first phase
of the hearings dealing with the ques-
tion of Paramount's control of the
DuMont company. Raibourn is a vice-
president of Paramount Pictures, and
treasurer of DuMont.

Kenimer, General
Mgr. of Fla. States
Jacksonville, Fla., Jan. 21.—Guy

Kenimer has been named general man-
ager of Florida State Theatres by
Leon D. Netter, president. He suc-
ceeds the late Jesse L. Clark.
Kenimer has been engaged in the-

atre operation in the South since 1919,
serving with the old S. A. Lynch En-
terprises and with the E. J. Sparks
organization. He was city manager
in Tampa for Florida States when it

was organized. Later, he was suc-
cessively Jacksonville city manager
for Florida States, northern district

manager, assistant general manager
and, since 1946 had been manager of
the circuit's maintenance and construc-
tion department.

Milton Pickman to
Wald and Krasna
Hollywood, Jan. 21.—Jerry Wald

and Norman Krasna have appointed
Milton Pickman vice-president of
Wald-Krasna Productions, Inc., there-
by completing the operating structure
under their new RKO Radio pact.
Pickman has been an artist's repre-

resentative and manager for the past
10 years, both here and in New York.

BurstynAppeals Banning
Washington, Jan. 21.—Joseph Bur-

styn, Inc., today asked the U. S. Su-
preme Court to declare un-Constitu-
tional New York State's ban on "The
Miracle."

The company asked the high court
to overturn the New York State Ap-
peals Court decision which held that
the State Regents were within their
rights in cancelling the film's exhibi-
tion license.

lATSE Convention
Will Begin Aug. 4

The lATSE will hold its

41st international convention
Aug. 4-8 at the Municipal
Auditorium in Minneapolis, it

was indicated here yesterday.
Richard F. Walsh, "lA" inter-
national president, will pre-
side.

Convention headquarters
will be at the Hotel Nicollet
in that city, where the mid-
summer meeting of the
union's general executive
board will begin on July 28.

District conventions will be
held at the hotel on Aug. 2-3.

H. J. Martin, 51
Harrison J. Martin, 51, Universal

manager in Philadelphia, died of a
heart attack in Queens General Hos-
pital Saturday while on a vacation in

New York. He was a veteran of more
than 31 years with Universal.

William Wescott, 68
Boston, Jan. 21.—William Burton

Wescott, 68, an associate of Dr. Her-
bert T. Kalmus in the development of
the Technicolor process, died in a
Philadelphia Hospital according to a
report reaching here yesterday. He
leaves the widow, the former Dorothy
M. Stevens of Wellesley Hills, Mass.

50-Theatre Premiere
London, Jan. 21.—Herbert Wil-

cox's "The Lady With a Lamp" will
have simultaneous premieres in 50
theatres in the U. S. on May 12, Flor-
ence Nightingale's birthday, the pro-
ducer said on his return here from
New York.

NEW YORK THEATRES

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL
Rockefeller Center

CECIL B. DeMILLE'S

"THE GREATEST SHOW
ON EARTH"

Color by TECHNICOLOR
plus

SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION

GOLDWYN'S I

WANT
YOU"

V_
Now! CRITERION Broadway at 45th St.
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National

Pre-Selling

ONE of the most extensive national

advertising campaigns in the his-

torv of Universal-International is

planned bv David E. Lipton, vice-

president in charge of advertising and

publicity, for "Bend of the River"

whicii will have its world premiere m
Portland, Oregon, tomorrow, the first

major film to open in the Pacific

Xortlnvest in a long time.

Full color ads are scheduled to

break in February in four national

magazines, with an estimated reader-

ship of 75,000,000, and in addition to

the magazine coverage, Sunday color

pages are to run in This Week and

Parade to reach 65 different key city

areas. More than two score newspa-

per, magazine and trade-paper writers

will arrive in Portland today to attend

the whirl of events in connection with

the premiere at the J. J. Parker

Broadway Theatre, where Jack Mat-

lack, master showman and multiple

Quigley Award winner, has all stops

pulled.
•

The largest national magazine ad-

vertising budget in over four years,

totaling $400,000, has been set by

IVlax E. Youngstein, United Artists

vice-president and national director

of advertising, publicity and ex-

ploitation, for "African Queen"
which opens at the Capitol Theatre

here in February and will be the

Easter release for United Artists.

An estimated audience of 129,410,961

persons will be covered by the cam-
paign in a series of four-color, full-

page ads scheduled to reach virtu-

ally every family in the U.S.
•

The February issue of Coronet
magazine on sale Jan. 25th, ivill carry

si.r feature stories ivith motion pic-

tures as their inspiration, illustrated

in typical Coronet style. "Laughter

Never Dies"—a \6-page picture story

of comedy and comedians ; a special

piece on Martin and Lezms; a salute

to Jean Renoir of the movies; a pub-

lic relations piece about Church Use
of Films, and a historical record of

"The War Waged To Make A Mo-
vie"—'Mhen Mutual Film Company
dickered z<nth Pancho Villa to con-

duct his Mexican revolution on a

shooting schedide for the benefit of

the cameras, are among the contents

listed.
•

The film industry is applauding the

32-page section in the February
Argosy magazine, plus a full-color

cover, saluting 20th Century-Fox's
"Viva Zapata" with a running pictor-

ial narrative which adds a new di-

mension to coverage of a motion pic-

ture by a national magazine. Tlu-

spread is prefaced by Argo.^y editor

Jerry Mason's piece which terms the

Ijroject a new technique in the telling

oi great stories.
•

Samuel Goldwyn has made available

14 TV trailers of varying lengths for

the promotion of his current picture,

"I Want You." Two are one minute
long and feature all four stars in dra-

matic scenes from the picture. Four
are 20-second trailers and spot a love

scene between Farley Granger and
Peggy Dow. Four are 15-sccond and
four five-second spots, in which the

stars say directly to the audience, "I

want you to see 'I Want You.'

"

Walter Brooks

AFM Contract

{Continued from page 1)

accomplished with harmony and good

taste."

Petrillo likewise voiced the har-

mony keynote. He said :

"This board conducted the negoti-

ations with an eye on the position in

which these men find themselves

—

business ain't too hot. We want to

try to keep the business going. We
don't want to kill it. We accepted the

wage increase offer by the companies

because we thought it was fair."

The latter statement referred_ to a

demand by ^ the Hollywood musicians

for a 50 per cent overall salary ad-

justment. Petrillo, prior to the meet-

ings, declared this demand was "out

of line" and the official proposal by

the executive board was written up
as follows : "A fair and equitable ad-

justment in all motion picture studio

scales." Picture company chieftains

agreed on the 15 per cent increase

and subsequently proposed it to the

union, which accepted it as "fair."

The new two-year contract is

retroactive to Jan. 15, 1952.

The 15 per cent wage hike, both
groups were given to understand
by their attorneys, is subject to

Salary Stabilization Board ap-
proval. Petrillo said that 12.8

per cent of the increase is legal

under present government re-

strictions and added that both
union and management will "go
to the government for the
rest."

The wage increase affects some 600
to 800 year-round staff musicians and
hundreds of other musicians who an-

swer studio calls for part-time employ-
ment. Musicians currently employed
as staff members were "frozen" until

Jan., 1953.

The new contract continues the

terms of the prior agreement under
which the musicians reserve rights in

the re-use of musical sound tracks for

subsequent television sale and distri-

bution. The television rights were not

a subject of negotiation here.

Maximum dollar increase allowable
under the new 15 per cent rise is

$18.50 a week. However, the other
items in the new contract provide no
limitations. They are

:

1. Orchestra manager basic scale to be
pay and one-half

;

2. When a double session of recording;,
or more, is continuous without a break of
one hour or more, a penalty of one hour
pro-rata shall be paid each musician, ex-
clusive of his contract guarantee;

3. Double time shall prevcdl on Sundays
and holidays and all hours after midnight;

4. Continuous time must be paid when
less than one hour is permitted for meals;

5. No less than one week's notice to be
given for two weeks vacation of guaranteed
orchestra;

6. Negotiations for new contract, and the
continuation of amy dismissed musician to

Set Tentative Agenda
For TOA Coast Meet
Hollywood, Jan. 21.—Ten-

tative agenda for the Theatre
Owners of America annual di-

rectors meeting here Jan. 28-

31, worked out today by Gael
Sullivan and Charles P. Skou-
ras, who will continue at a

planning session tomorrow,
includes: submission of the
TOA arbitration plan; fur-

therance of organizational
plans for regional commit-
tees; color theatre television;

television advertising; dis-

criminatory taxation; film cy-

cles; simultaneous releasing
of similar pictures; quality
and quantity of product; pub-
lic relations and film censor-
ship.

GriiRs Resigns
(Continued from page 1)

he wanted to end his long government
service and return to private business

and private life.

Paramount Pictures officials here

yesterday had no comment as to if

and when Stanton Griffis would re-

sume his active role as chairman of

Paraniount's executive committee. He
is expected at his New Canaan, Conn.,

home in early February, it was made
known.

N. Y. First-runs
(Continued from page 1)

"Scandal Sheet" and the Ink Spots on
stage. At the Mayfair, a fine $23,000
is seen for the 11th week of "Detec-
tive Story" and a good $22,000 is ex-
pected for the fifth week of "Death
of A Salesman" at the Victoria.

"The Model and the Marriage
Broker" is doing nicely at the Roxy
where $75,000 is forecast for its sec-

ond week. Among the hold-overs,

"Quo Vadis" at the Astor is expected
to rack up an excellent $31,000 for

its 11th inning.

Other first-run houses registered

good to only fair grosses for the week.

20th Seminar Meet
(Continued from page 1)

Charles Einfeld and his staff will pre-

sent the manifold promotion and ad-
vertising plans already in work for
the first six months of the year.

• SOON. ..from MONOGRAM

be re-enga^;ed, must be consummated not
less than 30 days prior toi the termination
of the contract;

7. Musicians required to play more than
one instrument during a complete day
call must be paid double for not less than
one bfisic session;

8. A non-playing orchestra manager must
be employed on all sidteline calls of five
or more musiciems, including the leader,
and shall receive not less thSin one musi-
cian's pay; and

9. Overtime for copyists after eight hours
shall be paid for at the rate of time and
one-half to midhight. Overtime after mid-
night—double- time.

Tiie two proposals rejected by the
companies included (1) recognition of
the orcliestrators', arrangers' and co-
pyists' rights in the re-usage of their
work; and (2) to increase to 50 the
number of musicians in Paramount
.Studio's contract orchestra. Para-
mount, it was explained, maintains a
minimum of 45 musicians, while 20th-
Fox, Warner Brothers and M-G-M

,
liave the larger number.

Schine Decree
(Continued from page 1)

elusion of past profits in the "reason-

ableness" of an offer was a new and
rather unusual device.

The proposed amendment also stipu-

lates that after entry of the decree,

Schine cannot change the playing pol-

icy of any theatre so as to reduce its

value.

In seven cities, Schine agrees not to

move up the playing policies of any
theatre or change the playing policies

in any way that might adversely affect

a competing independent exhibitor.

The period covered in this prohibition

would be from June 4, 1949, to June
24, 1953, or during the existence of a

product limitation under the original

decree, whichever is longer. The
towns covered are Auburn, Corning,

Geneva, Lockport, Oswego and Wat-
ertown, N. Y., and Worcester, Ohio.

The proposed amendment also pro-

vides that the provisions of the 1949

judgment on product limitations shall

continue until Dec. 1, 1953, in towns
where they are already applicable.

Schine must report to Justice every
six months on the carrying-out of

product limitation provisions.

Another change would key all prod-
uct limitation restrictions not only to

the full fiscal year but also to each
quarter, to avoid bunching of top fea-

tures in any one period.

Finally, on application to and ap-
proval from the court, Schine would be
allowed to lease one-half of the the-

atres it is required to sell, if it can't

get a good selling price. It would still

have to sell as soon as it got a decent
offer. The circuit would also be al-

lowed to sublet theatres it now leases

and count that against theatres to be
divested.

Fly to fun and relaxation on a

TWA

in the Sun Country

You're only hours owoy, by TWA,
from Phoenix, Las Vegas, Southern

California. Big savings with TWA's
Family Fares and Sky Coach flights.

See your travel agent or call TWA

riTA/fS WORLD AIRUNCS

U.S.A. • EUROPE . AFRICA • ASIA

Always
Quickl ••tl

CHICASO,l337S.Wabc,kh NIW TOIK, 630 .Ninth Av
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Millions of

teens will see

it acclaimed

in SEVENTEEN

Millions will

applaud it in

theaters.

I'LL SEE

YOU IN

MY DREAMS

Named February

PICTURE OF THE

MONTH by the

magazine that

builds the

movie attendance

of America's

youth

seventeen
THE ENTERTAINMENT

MAGAZINE FOR YOUNG
WOMEN IN THEIR TEENS

Review
"Bend of the River'
{Universal)

«*r> END OF THE RIVER" easily belongs among the best of the out-of-
Jj doors action films of recent years. It is difficult to imagine how more

menace, suspense and both large-scale and personalized combat than you will

find in it could have been wedged into its 90 minutes of running time.

Its pace is almost breathless from beginning to end and, if that were not
enough, you can still advertise a swell cast headed by Jimmy Stewart in a
different but convincing role of a bad man turned good; with that fine actor
Arthur Kennedy ; with Rock Hudson, Jay C. Flippen, Julia Adams, Howard
Petrie, and others, not to overlook the old veteran, Stepin' Fetchit, who makes
several brief but characteristic appearances.

Then you have additionally, mountain scenery along the old Oregon Trail

and the Columbia River, with Mount Hood for backdrop, photographed in

color by Technicolor. It is a scenic treat which will be worth the price of

admission alone, to many. With these lush properties assembled by producer
Aaron Rosenberg, and the effective direction of Anthony Mann, full justice,

and more, has been done to the Borden Chase screenplay of Bill Gulick's novel,

"Bend of the Snake," which relates the trials which beset a group of home-
steaders on their way, a century ago, to Oregon's fertile valley lands.

Stewart, endeavoring to put behind him a violent past as a Missouri raider,

is serving as guide for the wagon train of homesteaders when he saves

Kennedy from being hanged. The latter's background is similar to Stewart's

but his intentions about reforming are not. Kennedy joins the wagon trail,

however, and does his part in saving both it and Stewart from destruction.

Temptation overcomes him when Portland becomes a gold town and prices

of supplies skyrocket. He aids Stewart in getting the homesteaders' winter

supplies aboard a river boat but turns traitor when miners in the mountains

of¥er a fabulous price for the supplies. It takes some doing for Stewart to

recapture the train, best his old comrade, win Miss Adams and deliver the

supplies to the settlement and Hudson to Lori Nelson.

"Bend of the River" is grand entertainment of its kind and should be sure-

fire for all audiences that like fast-paced dramas of the great open spaces,

well acted, mounted and directed. Running time, 91 minutes. General audience

classification. For February release. Sherwin Kane

Christophers Unveil
Film on Television
An effective plea for wholesome en-

tertainment on home television is con-

tained in the second Christopher film,

"Television Is What You Make It."

The 30-minute short, distribution

plans of which have not been set as

yet, stars Walter .A^bel and Ruth Hus-
sey. At its screening here yesterday.

Father James Keller, director of the

Christophers, also announced a new
$10,000 Christopher contest, the prizes

of which will go to individuals writ-

ing on the theme of "What One Per-

son Can Do."
The annual $25,000 Christopher

awards for creative talent will be
made in Beverley Hills, Cal., on Feb.

14, it was announced.

Color for TV
{Continued from page 1)

system, the letter said it was "of real

importance that the scientific advance
in theatre projection equipment for

color television be not impeded."

U. S. Sees
{Continued from page 1)

Commission would lift the television

freeze early this year, and asked $8,-

075,000 for the agency in fiscal 1953,

against $6,605,000 this year.

Meet on Guild Merger
The five labor unions and guilds

that comprise Television Authority
have secured the services of industrial

and labor relations experts from the

Universities of California and Cornell

to prepare a blueprint for the merger
of the five and Television Authority.
Representatives of the five and the

Authority will have their first meet-
ing with the University representatives

today at the New York State School
for Industrial Labor Relations here.

Legion of Decency
Puts 1 in Class C
The latest report of the Legion of

Decency places one film, "Latuko,"
distributed by Irving Lesser, in Class

C, condemned, and one film in Class

B. The latter is Cecil B. DeMille's
"The Greatest Show on Earth."

The report also places the following

si.x films in Class .A.-I : "Bend of the

River," Universal-International ; "Cap-

tive of Billy the Kid" and "Secrets of

Monte Carlo," both Republic ; "The
Old West" and "Smokey Canyon,"

both Columbia, and "St. Matthew's
Passion," Academy Productions. Rated
Class A-II are : "African Queen,"

United Artists ; "Just This Once,"

M-G-M, and "Street Bandits," Re-
public.

New Briskin Option
{Continued from page 1)

Montague, Donald S. Stralem, Henry
Crown and Arnold M. Grant.

Stockholders will also vote on mo-
tions to amend the options of A.
Schneider, vice-president and treas-

urer, and Joseph A. McConville, vice-

president. The alterations are de-

signed to meet provisions of the Rev-
enue Act of 1950. Another amend-
ment will be offered regarding the

five-year contract of Spingold, vice-

president in charge of advertising and
publicity. It would eliminate a cor-

poration option to place Spingold's

service on a part-time basis before his

contract .expires in March, 1954.

Burn Cross in Yard
Of Censor Binford
Memphis, Jan. 21.—A cross was

burned in the front yard of the home
here of Lloyd T. Binford, chairman
of the Memphis Board of Censors
whose censorship activities have been
in the news for years.

Yes, showmen

will see lots

of teens coming

to the boxoffice

^when this SEVENTEEN-

praised picture

comes to town...

Danny Thomas

in

I'LL SEE

YOU IN

MY DREAMS

also starring

Frank Lovejoy and

Patrice Wymore

A joyful, jubilant

musical that's great

entertainment for

everyone... great

business for exhibitors!

WARNER BROS.

Produced by Louis F. Edelman

Directed by Michael Curtiz
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^Big Show' is

Champion in

'51 Radio PoU
Beats Benny in 16th
Annual Poll of Critics

Tallulah Bankhead

"The Big- Show," NBC's two
season's old, 90-minute Sunday eve-

ning program presided over by
Tallulah Bankhead, was voted

radio's best pro-
gram of 1951 by
radio editors

and critics of

American news-
papers and mag-
azines partici-

pating in the

16th annual
Motion Pic-
ture Daily-
Fame poll.

"The Big
Show" dis-
placed Jack
Benny, who was
in the top spot

in the 1950 poll

for the third consecutive year. It is

the first time since Bennv departed

XBC for the CBS ranks that the

former network has captured the

Champion of Champions award in the

annual poll. The trick was turned by
the program that XBC devised and
nurtured to compete for the prime
Sunday evening listening audience
with the star attractions, including

Benny, that CBS accumulated three

years ago.

Benny's show finished second in the

championship category, with the Bing
Crosby Show third. A year ago, at

the end of its first season on the air

"Big Show" finished in a tie for

third place.

In addition to winning the top honor
in the 1951 poll, "The Big Show's"
mistress of ceremonies, the unpredict-

able Taloo, finished second in the vot-

ing to Eve Arden, frequent winner of

the Best Comedienne award, and sec-

(Continued on page 4)

Complete Radio Poll
Results on Page 5

The complete results of the
16th annual Motion Picture
DwhY-Fame radio poll are
published on Page 5 of this
issue.

In addition, photographs of
first place winners chosen by
the radio editors and critics

appear on Page 4.

20th -Fox Offers At Least

1 'Big' Film Per Month
An answer to the exhibition problem of "either a feast or a famine"

in available product is offered under 20th Century-Fox's 1952 release

schedule of 36 features, Al Lichtman, distribution director, declared

j-esterday in addressing the exhibitor merchandising meet at 20th-Fox's
home office here.

Lichtman said the release schedule
for the entire year, already announced,
insures from one to three "big" pic-

tures per month. The 20th-Fox dis-

tribution director also disclosed plans
to hold similar seminars in the future
after a round of applause greeted his

question as to whether exhibitors

thought yesterday's seminar valuable.

The theme of the advantages accru-
ing from theatremen having a com-
plete line-up of product months in

advance was also expounded by
Charles Einfeld, vice-president in

charge of advertising-publicity.

Einfeld told the 200-odd theatre ex-

iContinucd on page 7)

NPA Reiterates
Color TV Ban

Washington, Jan. 22.—National

Production Authority officials said to-

da}- the agency's color television order
clearly bans large-screen color tele-

vision equipment and that it would
take a major amendment to the order
to permit it.

In a letter filed with the agency
yesterday, the miction Picture Asso-
ciation, Theatre Owners of America

(Continued on page 6)

Schine Divestiture

Order Is Approved

Buffalo, Jan. 22.—^An amended or-

der for the divestiture of 25 Schine
theatres was approved and signed to-

daj' b}' Federal Judge John Knight in

District Court here.

The order extends the time for di-

vesting the theatres from ne.xt June
24 to June 24, 1953, and specifies new
conditions governing their disposal.

Chief among the latter is the require-

iCoiitinucd on page 2)

Deny Para. Rejected

DuMont Stock Offer

Washington, Jan. 22.—Paul Rai-
bourn, officer and director of both
Paramount Pictures and Allen B.

DuMont Laboratories, told the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to-

day that Paramount had never re-

jected a cash offer from DuMont
Laboratories for the sale of Para-
mount's stock in the company.

This was only one of Raibourn's

(Cor.tiniied on page 6)

Editors Still Hope for
A Renaissance in Radio

Radio editors and critics of American newspapers and magazines who
participated in the 16th annual Motion Picture DAiLY-Faine radio

poll, and who indulged themselves by adding to their ballots their own
comments on the state of radio in 1951, appeared to be a little sad, and
somewhat bewildered, about the older

of the two popular electronics enter-

tainment media. But they continue to

be hopeful.

Sad because they fail to see radio

attempting anything daringly new or

different to offset the encroachments
of television. Bewildered, because they
realize that, continuing in its well-

worn grooves, radio nevertheless still

commands a tremendous audience,

vastl3' more numerous than television's,

and remains a pretty robust commer-
cial enterprise withal.

This comment, from a Buffalo radio

editor, is somewhat typical of the first

aspect : "Both sponsors and broad-
casters continued to sell radio 'short'

in 1951. They have been content to

leave programming in a rut, with but
few notable exceptions, when radio
obviously cries for a transfusion all

along its main arteries. "They con-
tinue to permit, perhaps even abet,

television to grab the best talent, new
and old, while recruiting little of con-
sequence to strengthen radio and to

help differentiate it from its rapidly
growing competitor. Next year may
tell the story."

The "patterns" of radio reveal their

{Continued on page 4)

Loew's 1951
Profit Was
7,804,370

Earnings Increase Shown
In Current Fiscal Year

Loew's M-G-M yesterday re-

ported a net profit of $7,804,370 for
the fiscal year ended Aug. 31, 1951.
This included a net credit of ap-
proximately $754,000 due to reduction
of prior years' depreciation charges.

The previous fiscal year's
profit was $7,854,454 which in-
cluded $808,020 profit after
taxes realized from the sale of
capital assets.

The latest profit figure was equiv-
alent to $1.52 per share of common
stock, while the profit for the previous
year was equivalent to $1.53 per share.
For the 12 weeks ended Nov. 22,

1951, of the current fiscal year, the
company showed a net operating pro-
fit, before taxes, of $2,932,987, com-
pared with $2,090,127 a year earlier.
After taxes and adjustments, net pro-
fit was $2,089,339, equivalent to 41

(Continued on page 7)

Para, Managers
Meetings Set for
New York, Chicago

Paramount's branch managers will
attend sales meetings in two groups,
one meeting in New York tomorrow
through the weekend, and the other
group to meet in Chicago Jan. 31-
Feb. 3, it was disclosed here yesterday
by A. W. Schwalberg, president of
Paramount Film Distributing Corp.,
who will conduct both sessions. The
meetings will be held to report to
members of the field organization the
decisions made at the company's re-
cent divisional sales managers' con-
clave here.

The New York session, at the Ho-
(Continued on page 2)

Television Poll
Results Tomorrow
Results of radio editors'

and columnists' voting in the
third annual Motion Picture
Daily—Fame Television Poll,
with pictures of winners, will
be published in Motion Pic-
ture Daily tomorrow.
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Personal MentionNEWS
in Brief .

\Vashington, Jan. 22.—All U. S.

district attorneys will be instructed

to receive and give "special attention"

to 'local complaints of anti-trust law
violations.

The announcement was made jointly

by Assistant Attorney General H.
Graham IMorison, in charge of anti-

trust enforcement, and House Small
Business Committee Chairman Pat-

man (D., Tex.). They said the idea

behind the move was to give small

businessmen a means of filing anti-

trust complaints without an expensive
trip to Washington.

•

David Diener, copy chief of the

Alonroe Greenthal Co., advertising-

firm handling industry and other ac-

counts, on Feb. 8 will succeed Roger
H. Lewis as vice-president and cre-

ative director, the company reported

here yesterday.

Lewis, who has resigned effective

Feb. 8, will engage in free-lance work.
He joined the agency in 1947 and pre-

viouslj' was in charge of New York
campaigns at 20th Century-Fox.

•

The luncheon-meeting of industry

committeemen for the National Con-
ference of Christians and Jews' 1952
observance of "Brotherhood Week,"
orig-inally scheduled for today, has
been postponed until tomorrow at the

Waldorf Astoria Hotel here.
•

Portland, Ore., Jan. 22.—Univer-
sal's "Bend of the River" will have its

world premiere at the Broadway
Theatre here tomorrow, launching
more than 150 pre-release dates in the

territory.
•

A long range promotional campaign
for Samuel Goldwyn's "Hans Christ-

tian Andersen" was reported here yes-
terday by James A. Mulvey, president

of Samuel Goldwyn Productions. First

step will be the temporary transfer to

the studio of David Golding, Eastern
ad-publicity director, to work with Al
Vaughan, studio publicity chief, on the
picture. Golding will leave for the

Coast over the weekend. In his ab-
sence Martin Davis will supervise
publicity operations here.

•

Columbus, O., Jan. 22.—The an-

nual convention of the Independent
Theatre Owners of Ohio will be held

on May 19-21 at the Hotel Hollenden
in Cleveland.

Schine Divestiture
(Continued from page \)

ment that Schine cannot refuse a "rea-

sonable offer" for any of the 25 the-

atres and, in determining what is

"reasonable," it must add to the bids

received the jjrofits of the theatres

earned since last June 24.

The Schint circuit, defendant in a

1949 anti-trust judgment, originally

had been directed to divest 39 theatres

in three years, at the rate of one-third

annually to next June. Only 14 the-

atres have been sold. One-third of

the remaining theatres must be di-

vested by next June 24 ; two-thirds by
Dec. 24 and the entire 25 by June 24,

1953.

WILLIAM WYLER, producer-
director, arrived in New York

yesterday from Hollywood.
•

Spyros Skouras, 20th Century-
Fox president, was in Washington
yesterday from New York.

•

Anatole Litvak, producer-direc-

tor, arrived here yesterday from Eu-
rope.

•

S. Sydney Stoneman has been
elected secretary of the Midwest
Drive-in Theatres Corp.

$13,000 for 2-Day
Gross on ^Poison'
"Another Man's Poison," The Bette

Davis-Gary Merrill-Emlyn Williams
film, racked up what Warner execu-
tives describe as sensational business

over its opening week-end at Warner's
Mastbaum Theatre in Philadelphia, it

was announced here by William J.

Heineman, United Artists sales vice-

president. It is understood the produc-
tion grossed $13,000 in the two days.

The film is said to be headed for

the biggest full-week gross at the

Mastbaum in close to a year.

ARTHUR FREED, M-G-M pro-

ducer, left here yesterday for

the Coast.
•

William Murphy, New York
branch manager for Republic, was
confined to his home yesterday by ill-

ness.
•

Jules Lapidus, Warner Brothers
Eastern and Canadian division sales

manager, is in Pittsburgh.

•

Ben Hecht has arrived here from
Hollywood.

Goldstein to Handle
UA's 'African Queen'
Jack Goldstein has been named

special national exploitation represent-

ative for "The African Queen" by
Max E. Youngstein, vice-president of

United Artists.

Goldstein will work under the sup-
ervision of UA exploitation director

Mori Krushen and Horizon Pictures'

press chief Mort Nathanson. He will

start on a two-month swing of U.A.
exchanges on a campaign in advance
of the regular field force, which is now
being organized.

Newsreel

Parade
LOODS in California and burial

services for Gen. Jean de Laltre

are current newsreel highlights. Other
items include people in the news, and
sports. Complete contents follow:

MOVIETONE NEWSt No. 8—African
volcano erupts. Los Angeles digs out of

mud. Snowbound train freed. B-25 crashes.
Big plane lifts 100,000 pounds. Communion
breakfast attracts film notables. Olympic
skiiers in tryout. Girl bullfighter. Ice
boats.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 242—Floods
and blizzard sweep California. Violence in

Suez. France mourns general. Volcano in

Congo. .Sport flashes. Hialeah opener.
Texas girl turns bullfighter, Olympic
skiiers.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 45—Winter
Olympics preview—Illinois and Switzerland.
Capt. Carlsen welcomed. Arkansas quadru-
plets. State funeral for Gen. de Lattre.
Floods in California. Wild West moves
indoors.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 44— Wild
weather in California. French interviews
on possible replacement for Eisenhower.
President inaugurated in Liberia. Princess
Margaret goes hunting. Lady matador in
Mexico.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 528—British
round up Suez terrorists. Weather cm. West
Coast. Plane crash in Sacramento, Cal.
African volcano. Floating corn storage.
Ice boating. Sport flashes.

VVARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 47—
California digs out of snow. Suez terrorists
rounded up. Churchill, State funeral for
Gen. de Lattre. Volcano. Sport flashes.

Ski meet in Illinois. Hialeah opens.

Paramount Meetings
{Continued from page 1)

tel Plaza, will be attended by mana-
gers of Hugh Owen's Eastern and
Southern and Howard Minsky's Mid-
Eastern divisions, along with special

field representatives and home office

executives. All remaining members of

the field force will take part in the

Chicago meet.
Those who will be present at the

Hotel Plaza tomorrow include, in ad-
dition to Schwalberg and the division

managers, E. K. O'Shea, Jerry Pick-
man, Oscar A. Morgan, Monroe R.
Goodman and Robert J. Rubin. Also
department heads Fred Leroy, Arthur
Dunne, Martin Friedman, Harold
Beecroft and Joseph A. Walsh and
Al Fitter, Robert Weber and Henry
Randel, plus the following branch
managers :

Ulrik F. Smith, Philadelphia; William A.
Meier, Cincinnati; Harry S. Buxbaum,
Cleveland; Mike Simon, Detroit; David
Kimelman. Pittsburgh; Phil Isaacs. Wash-
ington; Myron Sattler, New York; Daniel
R. PIouHhan, Albany; W. Gordon Bradley.
Atlanta; John G. Moore. Boston; Edmund
C. DeBerry, Bufifalo; A. H. Duren, Char-
lotte; E. G, Qiumley, Jacksonville; Henry
Germaine, New Haven; William Holhday,
New Orleans.
Special field representatives who will

attend are Leonard Allen, Atlanta; Ralph
Buring, Cincinnati; Arthur Leazenby,
Detroit; Everett Olsen, Charlotte; Arnold
Van Leer, Boston; Edward Wall, Albany;
Mike Weiss, Philadelphia.

Gene Murphy Resigns
Hollywood, Jan. 22.—Gene Mur-

pliy today resigned the Hollywood of-

fice managership of the Howard G.
Mayer-Dale O'Brien public relations

organization to accept the advertising-

publicity directorship of the Desert
Inn, Las Vegas.

MARION BRAMDO
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They've all been Previewed! They're GREAT! Leo does it again. Just a

few of the new, terrific TECHNICOLOR tune-toppers like "Show Boat",

"The Great Caruso", "An American In Paris" from The No. 1 Company.

-if

LI

Lana Turner as "The Merry Widow" with
Fernando Lamas, Una Merkel, Richard
Haydn, Thomas Gomez • Color by Technicolor
Screen Play by Sonya Levien and William
Ludwig • Based on the Operetta written by
Composer Franz Lehar and Authors Victor Leon
and Leo Stein • Directed by Curtis Bernhardt
Produced by Joe Pa,sternak • An M-G-M Picture

"Skirts Ahoy!" starring Esther
Williams, Joan Evans. Vivian
Blaine, Barry Sullivan, Keefe
Brasselle, Billy Eckstine • with
The De Marco Sisters, Dean
Miller • Color by Technicolor
Written by Isobel Lennart
Directed by Sidney Lanfield
Produced bv Joe Pasternak

An M-G-M Picture

"Singin' In The Rain" starring Gene Kelly, Donald
O'Connor, Debbie Reynolds • with Jean Hageii,
Millard Mitchell and Cyd Charisse • Color by Techni-
color • Screen Play by Adolph Green and Betty Comden
Lyrics by Arthur Freed • Music by Nacio Herb Brown
Directed by Gene Kelly and Stanley Donen
Produced by Arthur Freed • An M-G-M Picture

Mario Lanza in "Because
You're Mine." Introducing
Doretta Morrow • with
James Whitmore • Color
by Technicolor • Screen
Play by Karl Tunberg and
Leonard Spigelgass • Based
on a Story by Ruth Brooks
Flippen and Sy Gomberg
Directed by Alexander Hall
Produced by Joe Pasternak

An M-G-M Picture

"Lovely To Look At" starring Kathryn Grayson, Red Skelton,
Howard Keel, Marge and Gower Champion, Ann Miller • with
Zsa Zsa Gabor, Kurt Kasznar • Color by Technicolor • Screen
Play by George Wells and Harry Ruby • Additional Dialogue
by Andrew Solt . Based on the Musical Comedy "Roberta"
From the Novel by Alice Duer Miller • Book and Lyrics by
Otto A. Harbach • Music by. Jerome Kern • Directed by Mervyn
LeRoy • Produced by Jack Cummings . An M-G-M Picture

"The Belle of New York" starring Freo Astairej
Vera-Ellen, Marjorie Main • with Keenan Wynn,
Alice Pearce, Clinton Sundberg, Gale Robbins
Color by Technicolor • Screen Play by Robert
O'Brien and Irving Elinson • Adapted for the
screen by Chester Erskine • From the play by
Hugh Morton • Music by Harry Warren • Lyrics
by Johnny Mercer - Directed by Charles Walters
Produced by Arthur Freed • An M-G-M Picture

Please! In all ncK'spaper ads: "The
Armed Forces Need Your Blood—

Give Today!"
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1951RadioPoU
{Continued from page 1)

Olid to the ever-popular Bing Crosby

in the Best "Master" of Ceremonies

division.

The editor-critics' vote acclaimed

Benny radio's Best Comedian of 1951,

an award they have voted him for the

fourth consecutive year now.

The Most Promising Star of

Tomorrow award was voted to

NBC's indefatigable duo, Bob
(Elliott) and Ray (Goulding).

Giselle McKenzie was a close-

running second, with Margaret
Truman of Washington and In-

dependence, Mo., finishing third

in that category. Miss Tru-
man's guest appearances have
been mostly on "The Big Show"
and with Jimmy Durante.

Tlie popular comics of radio, televi-

sion, screen and film-theatre stage,

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, were
voted the Best Comedy Team of 1951

on radio, displacing the habitual win-

ners in that division, Fibber McGee
& Molly. The latter were close sec

onds, followed by Bob & Ray.

Crosby Repeats

Bing Crosby, always a front-runner

in the 16-year old poll, showed no

diminution of popularity with the

editor-critics, being voted two firsts

Best Popular Male Vocalist and Best

Master of Ceremonies. In another

close race, Crosby finished second to

Ronald Colman as Film Personality

Most Effective in Radio, and his show
finished third in the Championship
division.

Also maintaining a firm grasp on

critical approval, apparently, was
Groucho Marx, whose You Bet Your
Life program was again voted Best

Quiz Show and Best Audience Par-
ticipation Program. Dinah Shore
proved herself another perennial favor-

ite with the writers, again being voted

Best Popular Female Vocalist.

Lombardo Back

Guy Lombardo's orchestra, after be-

ing displaced by Ralph Flanagan's

band last year in one of the few times

in the 16 years of the poll that he was
not voted Best Dance Band on radio,

was returned to the top spot again this

year. However, Bill Stern who, year

after year, has captured the Best

Sportscaster award, was almost com-
pletely overlooked by the editor-critics

in the 1951 voting. Stern failed to

finish among the first three. Mel
Allen, one of the top baseball an-

nouncers and heard on a variety of

sports programs in other seasons of

the year, was given the first place

vote, followed by Red Barber and
Harry Wismer.

In the News Commentator-Analyst
division, CBS's popular Edward R
Murrow came through again in crit-

ical favor, followed, but not closely,

by Lowell Thomas and Frank Ed-
wards.

Ezio Pinza was another re-

peater in 1951, again being
voted Best Classical Male Voc-
alist on radio. In the female
division, Marian Anderson, al-

ways a contender in polls of

recent years, was given the first

place position by the balloters
for 19.51. Miss Anderson has
made several appearances on the
Telephone Hour and other good
musical programs in the year
past.

Theatre Guild on the Air was again
voted the critics' Best Dramatic Pro-

Radio Champions for 1931

Jack Benny Eve Arden Dean Martin Jerry Lewis Bing Crosl)y

Bonald Colman Dinah Shore £zio Pinza Marian Anderson Don Wilson

Edward B. Murrow Bob (Elliott) and Bay (Goulding)

Mel Allen Arthur Godfrey Groucho Marx

Don Voorhees,
Conductor, The
Telephone Hour

Armina Marshall,
Producer, Theatre
Guild on the Air

gram, with Lux Radio Theatre fini-

ishing second, as it did in the pre-

ceding poll.

Arthur Godfrey retained his hold
on the Best Daytime Program award
but failed to finish among the top
three in the Best Master of Cere-
monies division, where he usually was
to be found in earlier polls.

America's Town Meeting of the Air
retained its claim to Best Educational
Program but was forced to share the

first place award with Invitation to

Learning, which gained a tie with it.

NBC programs sweiJt the Best
Musical Show division, with the Tele-
phone Hour again being voted first,

and with the Railroad Hour and Voice
of Firestone, all heard over the net-

work on Monday evenings, finishing

in a tie for second place.

Radio Editors
{Continued from page 1)

sameness, asserts an Ohio critic, who
says new shows, new talent, particu-

larly in the comedy field, are urgently
needed. This critic commends "the

different type of humor" introduced
by Bob (Elliott) and Ray (Goulding)
and ventures the opinion that radio

audiences are "fed up" with the slap-

stick comedy and familiar jokes of the

radio-typed comedian.
"The natural, relaxed humor of

Fibber McGee and Molly, Dave Gar-
roway, Herb Shriner and a few others

are due for a revival in popularity
among listeners," he predicts.

The anticipated expansion of tele-

vision in the next year or so, with

the lifting of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission "freeze" on con-

struction of new stations, another

critic says, will force radio to decide

whether it will be content with a

future limited to broadcasting of

"canned music and news bulletins" or

whether it is to bestir itself and again

become a leading medium of enter-

tainment.

"However," he adds, "it is to be

doubted whether radio can succeed in

recapturing the enthusiastic audience

it once had and didn't know what to

do with."

The editor-critics persevere in their

standard laments over what they re-

gard as radio's offenses, laments that

have been present, most of them, at

least, in every year of the 16-year old

Motion Picture DAihY-Fame poll.
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Complete Results of 1951 Fame Radio Poll

Radio Editors Vote CBS, Y&R Publicity
Services Best in Sixteenth Annual Poll
Radio editors and critics participating in the 16th annual

MOTION PICTURE DAILY-FAME radio poll gave a majority
of their votes to Columbia Broadcasting System's publicity service,

designating it the Best Network Publicity Service for 1951.

Young & Rubicam's Bu-
reau of Industrial Service
was voted the Best Indivi-

dual Publicity Service for

the year.

George Crandall is di-

rector of the CBS public-

ity department, and Harry
Ranch heads Y & R's
Bureau of Industrial Ser-
vice.

It was the third con-
secutive year the CBS
press department has cap-
tured a majority vote in

the annual poll, and the
second consecutive year
for the Y & R Bureau.

However, the voting followed the pattern of previous polls, with
only a very few votes separating the first and second place winners.
The NBC press department was second in the network division;

ABC, third. Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn was second in

the individual publicity service voting, and David O. Alber
Associates third.

Georgre Crandall Harry Bauch

HE complete list of win-

ners in Motion Picture

Daily's sixteenth annual ra-

dio poll for Fame, as voted by

radio editors, critics and col-

umnists of American news-

papers and magazines, are

presented herewith. Sponsors,

advertising agencies, net-

works and broadcasting time

(E.S.T.) are given for first

place winners ; networks only

for second and third place

winners.

CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS
1. The Big Show (Reynolds Metals,

Buchanan ; Whitehall Pharmacal

Co., John F. Murray ; American
Chicle, Sullivan, Stauffer, Col-

well & Bayles ;
Liggett & Myers,

Cunningham & Walsh—NBC, Sun-

days, 6:30-8:00 P.M.)
2. The Jack Benny Show (CBS).
3. The Bing Crosby Show (CBS).

MOST PROMISING STAR OF
TOMORROW

1. Bob (Elliott) and Ray (Goulding)

(Sustaining, NBC, Mondays
through Fridays, 5:45-6:00 P.M.,

Saturdays, 8 :30-9 :00 P.M. ;
locally

sponsored over WNBC, New York,

Mondays through Fridays, 6 :00-

8:30 A.M.)
2. Giselle MacKenzie (NBC-CBS).
3. Margaret Truman (Guest Spots).

BEST COMEDIAN
1. Jack Benny (American Tobacco

Co.—BBD&O — CBS, Sundays,

7:00-7:30 P.M.)
2. Bob Hope (NBC).
3. Herb Shriner (Guest Spots).

BEST COMEDIENNE

1. Eve Arden (Our Miss Brooks

—

Colgate-Palmolive- Peet Co.—Ted
Bates—CBS, Sundays, 6:30-7:00

P.M.)
2. Tallulah Bankhead (NBC).
3. A'larie Wilson (CBS).

BEST COMEDY TEAM
1. Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis

(Whitehall Pharmacal Co., John
F. Murray ; American Chicle, Sul-

livan, Stauffer, Cohvell & Bayles

;

Liggett & Myers, Cunningham &
Walsh—NBC, Fridays, 8:30-9:00

P.M.)
2. Fibber McGee and Molly (NBC).
3. Bob (Elliott) and Ray (Gould-

ing) (NBC).

BEST MASTER OF CEREMONIES
1. Bing Crosby (The Bing Crosby

Show—Liggett & Myers Tobacco
Co.—Cunningham & Walsh—CBS,
Wednesdays, 9:30-10:00 P.M.)

2. Tallulah Bankhead (NBC).
3. Walter O'Keefe (NBC).

FILM PERSONALITY MOST
EFFECTIVE IN RADIO

1. Ronald Colman (Halls of Ivy

—

Joseph Schlitz Brewing Co.

—

Young & Rubicam—NBC, Wed-
nesdays, 8:00-8:30 P.M.)

2. Bing Crosby (CBS).
3. James Stewart (Guest Spots).

BEST POPULAR MALE
VOCALIST

1. Bing Crosby (The Bing Crosby
Show—Liggett & Myers Tobacco
Co.—Cunningham & Walsh—CBS,
Wednesday, 9:30-10:00 P.M.)

2. Tony Martin (CBS).
3. Frankie Laine (CBS, discon-

tinued) .

BEST POPULAR FEMALE
VOCALIST

1. Dinah Shore (Procter & Gamble
Co.—Benton & Bowles — CBS,
Mondays through Fridays, 7:15-

7:30 P.M.)
2. Jo Stafiford (CBS).
3. Mindy Carson (NBC, discontin-

ued ; Guest Spots now )

.

BEST CLASSICAL MALE
VOCALIST

1. Ezio Pinza (Guest Spots).

2. Mario Lanza (NBC).
3. Jussi Bjoerling (Guest Spots) and

James Melton (Guest Spots), tied.

BEST CLASSICAL FEMALE
VOCALIST

1. Marian Anderson (Guest Spots).

2. Lily Pons (Guest Spots).

3. Dorothy Kirsten (Guest Spots),
Bidu Sayao (Guest Spots) (tie).

BEST STUDIO ANNOUNCER
1. Don Wilson (The Jack Benny

Show—American Tobacco Co.

—

Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn
—CBS, Sundays, 7:00-7:30 P.M.)

2. Harlow Wilco.x (NBC).
3. Ken Carpenter (CBS), Ben Grauer

(NBC) (tie).

BEST NEWS COMMENTATOR
OR ANALYST

1. Edward R. Murrow (Amaco Gaso-
line Lubricants, Joseph Katz

;

Theodore Hamm Brewing Co.,

Canipbell-Mithun—CBS, Mondays
through Fridavs, 7:45-8:00 P.M.)

2. Lowell Thomas (CBS).
3. Frank Edwards (MBS).

BEST SPORTSCASTER
1. Mel Allen (Special Sports Events)
2. Red Barber (CBS).
3. Harry Wismer (ABC).

BEST SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA
1. NBC Symphony Orchestra (Sus-

taining, NBC, Saturdays, 6 :30-

7:30 P.M.)
2. New York Philharmonic Orchestra

(CBS).
3. Metropolitan Opera Orchestra

(New York) (ABC).

BEST DANCE BAND
1. Guy Lombardo (Your Hit Parade
—American Tobacco Co.—Batten,
Barton, Durstine & Osborn—NBC,
Thursdays, 10:00-10:30 P.M.; also,

Lombardoland, U.S.A.—sustaining,

MBS, Saturdays, 9 :30-10 :00 P.M.)
2. Vaughn Monroe (CBS), Ralph

Flanagan (ABC, discontinued)
(tie).

BEST DAYTIME PROGRAM
1. Arthur Godfrey (.Arthur Godfrey

Time—The Toni Co., Foote, Cone
& Belding ; Reid-Murdock Division

of Consolidated Grocers Corp.,

Weiss & Geller ; Lever Brothers,

Ruthraufif & Ryan
;
Pillsbury Mills,

Leo Burnett & Co. ; National Bis-

t cuit Co., McCann-Erickson
;

Lig-

gett & Myers, Cunningham &
Walsh—CBS, Mondays through
Fridays, 10.00-11 :30 A.M.)

2. Don McNeil's Club (ABC).
3. Against the Storm (ABC).

BEST DRAMATIC PROGRAM
1. Theatre Guild on the Air (U. S.

Steel—Batten, Barton, Durstine &
Osborn— NBC, Sundays, 8:30-

9:30 P.M.)
2. Lux Radio Theatre (CBS).
3. Halls of Ivy (NBC).

BEST EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
1. America's Town Meeting of the

Air (Sustaining in New York, lo-

NBC Captures 11

Firsts,' CBS 10

NBC edged out CBS by winning 11

first place awards to 10 in the I6th

annual Motion Picture Daily-Fami";

radio poll of newspaper and magazine
radio editors and critics for 1951.

ABC captured one first place and
MBS one.

Secondary honors were divided as

follows : CBS, 12 second places ; on«

of which was a tie
;
NBC, eight sec-

ond places; ABC, three, one of whicl

was a tie, and MBS, one.

Third place winners : CBS, nine

two of which were ties
;
NBC, six, oni;

of which was a tie
;
ABC, six, one '«

tie, and MBS, one.

NBC swept two entire division:

taking first, second and third place-:

in the Best Comedy Team and Best
Musical Show classifications. CQ'rt

swept the Best Popular Male Vocal
ists division.

cally sponsored elsewhere, ABC
Tuesdays, 9:00-9:45 P.M.) and In-

vitation to Learning (Sustaining,

CBS, Sundays, 11:35 A.M.-12:00
Noon) (Tie).

3. Mr. President (ABC).

BEST MYSTERY SHOW
1. Dragnet (Liggett & Myers—Cun-

ningham & Walsh—NBC, Thurs-
days, 9:00-9:30 P.M.)

2. Suspense (CBS).
3. Mr. District Attorney (ABC).

BEST MUSICAL SHOW
1. The Telephone Hour (Bell Tele-

phone Co.—N. W. Ayer—NBC,
Mondays, 9:00-9:30 P.M.)

2. The Railroad Hour (NBC); The
Voice of Firestone (NBC) (Tie).

BEST QUIZ SHOW
1. You Bet Your Life (DeSoto-Ply-

mouth Dealers—Batten, Barton,

Durstine & Osborn—NBC, Wed-
nesdays, 9:00-9:30 P.M.)

2. 20 Questions (MBS).
3. Bob Hawk Show (CBS).

BEST AUDIENCE PARTICIPA-
TION PROGRAM

1. You Bet Your Life (DeSoto-Ply-
mouth Dealers—Batten, Barton,
Durstine & Osborn—NBC, Wed-
nesdays, 9:00-9:30 P.M.)

2. People Are Funny (NBC, discon-

tinued; now CBS).
3. Bob Hawk Show (CBS).

BEST PUBLIC SERVICE
PROGRAM

1. This I Believe (Sustaining, CBS,
Mondays through Fridays, 5 :55-

6:00 P.M.)
2. Time for Defense (ABC).
3. Blood Donors' Marathon (CBS).

BEST NETWORK PUBLICITY
SERVICE

1. Columbia Broadcasting System.
2. National Broadcasting Co.
3. American Broadcasting Co.

BEST INDIVIDUAL PUBLICITY
SERVICE

1. Young & Rubicam.
2. Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn.
3. David O. Alber Associates.
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MPAA Is Lining up

Witnesses for

Industry's TV Bid

Another round of discussions on the

industry's T\' bid to the Federal

Communications Commission were

held here yesterday by the program-

ming and full TV committees of the

Motion Picture Association of Amer-
ica.

A line-up of possible witnesses and

the area of programming were high-

lighted in a morning session at

MPA headquarters. In the after-

noon, the full MPA TV committee

held further discussions on the tech-

nical and commercial aspects of the

industry's request for frequencies. An-
other meeting of the joint TV techni-

cal committee will be held in Wash-
ington on Jan. 29.

Among- those attending yesterday's meet-

ings were: James L. Fly, MPA TV
attorney, who was chairman; Vincent

Welch. MPA attorney; William Baltin,

Columbia; Leopold Friedman. Loew's;
Louis Novins, Paramount; Theodore Black.

Republic; E. J. Smith. Jr., RKO- Pictures;

Norman .Steinberg, 20th Century- Fox;

Frank Cahill, Jr., Harry Goldberg and
Stanleigh Friedman, Warner Brothers;

Lester Isaac. Loew's; Richard Hodgson,
Paramount.

Skiatron Complaint

To Justice Dept.

Washington, Jan. 22.—The Justice

Departments' anti-trust division has

taken under consideration a protest

from Arthur Levey, Skiatron's presi-

dent, that most major studios will not

make films available for the com-
pany's subscriber-vision TV tests.

Only Paramount and RKO Pictures

said they will make product available

for the tests, under certain conditions.

While Department officials refused

to comment, it was learned the pro-

test has reached Justice, and that gov-

ernment attorneys are studying it.

There was no indication how soon

action might be .expected.

Anti-trust division prodding was
said to be largely responsible for the

decision of major studios to make
films available for Zenith Radio's

Phonevision test last year.

NPA Color TV
(Continued from page 1

)

and National Exhibitors Theatre Tele-

vision Committee argued that the or-

der was never meant to cover large-

.screen equipment but only home sets,

and asked for an "interpretation" to

this effect.

"The wording in the order is very

clear," an NPA spokesman said today.

"It prohibits the manufacture of all

television equipment designed to show
color and does not say just home tele-

vision equipment. It could not be in-

terpreted to mean anything else. It

would take an amendment to the order,

not just an interpretation, to rule

otherwise."

Alw«yt
Oviekl t«tl

CHICAGO,l377S.Waba>h NEW YORK. 630 Ninlh Ay

Television-Radio
Comment and Opinion

THE American Broadcasting Company now announces that it too

has signed a sponsor—the Admiral Radio and Television Corp.

—for its coverage of the political conventions in Chicago next July.

Admiral will spend more than $2,000,000 on bringing the nominating

conclaves into American living rooms.

Last week, the membership of the Association of the Bar of the

City of New York voted down a committee resolution to ban radio

and television coverage of public hearings held by Congressional com-

mittees. At the same time, radio and TV were barred from a hearing

of the Senate District sub-committee investigating crime in the

District of Columbia.
The radio correspondents association followed up by labeling the

committee's action "discrimination" and said radio and TV afforded

a witness better protection than the conventional type of news

coverage.

These developments hang together for they touch on the all-impor-

tant question of television's responsibility to the public. There is no

doubt that television constitutes a vital and important medium of

information and as such may give the viewer visual access to affairs

that concern him and the welfare of the country. But somewhere
the line will have to be drawn.

Television in the past year has figured importantly in Congres-

sional hearings. Many felt that it served to turn the hearing room
into a court-room through its natural tendency to dramatize. Come
July, the wisdom of "sponsored" politics will undergo serious scru-

tiny. While TV will provide invaluable insight into politics at Chi-

cago, it will also induce a touch of drama and showmanship.
The danger is that where no drama exists, TV will have to create

it. The sponsors can reasonably expect "a good show" in the con-

ventional meaning of the word. Conscious of the huge viewing audi-

ence, both the networks and the delegates will do their best to "pro-

duce" one, possibly at the expense of the serious business at hand.

i:^

"Mr. I. Magination" staged its long overdue return to tele-

vision on CBS-TV Sunday and in the very first show imme-
diately endeared itself once again as one of the medium's out-
standing and most entertaining children's shows. With Paul
Tripp once again at the helm, director Fred Rickey took his

company through a half-hour of the Indian Wars in a drama-
tization of "The Last of the Mohicans," starring little Butch
Cavell as Unca. There are fevi^ children's shows on the air

that have caught so completely the needs of the juvenile view-
er. "Mr. I. Magination," thanks to Tripp, is a bright spot on
the Sunday evening TV schedule.

-t^ -ik ik

The frailties of television were underscored with embarrassing em-
phasis Sunday on Edward R. Murrow's Alcoa-sponsored "See It

Now" TV show, ordinarily one of the best programs of its kind on
the air. Murrow attempted to go through with a much-publicized
TV pickup from a submerged submarine. It didn't come off. Every-
time CBS switched to the sub, the picture "broke up." Instead of

giving up, Murrow continued to try "to do it the old-fashioned radio

way." Had he followed this thought through to the end, he might
have had some substitute material ready. He might even have pre-
filmed the entire sequence. It's been done before.

ik -h ik

Now that television has adopted a Code of Ethics, a Code to which
the radio broadcasters also subscribe, it may be time to start worry-
ing about enforcing it properly. Lately, there have been two serious
lapses. One occurred on Arthur Godfrey's early morning radio show
when he gave out with long minutes of "off color" chatter. The other
concerned the Celanese Theatre's "Reunion in Vienna" presentation.
The Sherwood play was tastelessly executed and rightfully drew
protests. Unless TV watches its step the FCC may step in to remind
it of its responsibilities to the vast home audience.

^ ik

Exhibitors who worried about the effects of the Roy Rogers tele-

vision show on their business can rest assured—there's never been
a better example to demonstrate the superiority of the large screen
in the presentation of film entertainment. Rogers' show is so con-
fined in scope and so handicapped by lack of good material, that
today's youngsters can not take it very seriously. Within a scant
half-hour, Rogers and Dale Evans go through the motions, using
very simple sets and performing with notable lack of enthusiasm.
Rogers deserves a better break than this.

Fred Hift

Denies Offer
{Continued from page 1)

statements which conflicted with tes-

timony given previously in the hear-

ing by Dr. Allan B. DuMont, presi-

dent of the DuMont company. The
current hearings, dealing with the

question of Paramount's control of

DuMont, will later go into the ques-

tion of whether Paramount and any
of its subsidiaries should own tele-

vision stations in the light of the com-
pany's anti-trust history. They will

also take up the proposed merger be-

tween United Paramount Theatres and
American Broadcasting Co.

"I was not aware," Raibourn told

FCC hearing examiner Leo Resnick,

"that we had ever received a cash

offer definitive enough to reject." This
statement was at variance with Du-
Mont's, who claimed that his com-
pany had made firmly-financed offers

for Paramount's stock ranging form
16,000,000 to $12,000,000.

Raibourn also described an agree-

ment written up in April, 1950, under
the terms of which Paramount would
convert its B stock holdings in the

DuMont company into A stock. The
A stock would then be sold in small

holdings. Both he and DuMont dis-

cussed the proposal over a period of

four or five months, he said, and had
come to a final understanding on all

terms. On the night when it was to

be signed, he continued, DuMont ap-

peared and refused to sign it on the

grounds that "his banking friends"

thought the Paramount-DuMont rela-

tionship had been "fortunate and suc-

cessful," and that DuMont "should
not throw it overboard."

In previous testimony, DuMont had
stated that both he and Raibourn were
in complete accord on the agreement
and it was about ready to be signed
when Paramount Pictures president

Barney Balaban then inserted provi-

sions in the agreement which DuMont
found untenable and the agreement
was scrapped.

Raibourn referred several times to-

day to DuMont's reluctance to put up
cash for the purpose of buying Para-
mount's stock.

Industry Men to

Defense Dept. Fete
Washington, Jan. 22.—Support of

the industry in the Defense Depart-
ment's campaign for the procurement
of women in the defense effort will be
formally enlisted at a luncheon to be
given tomorrow by Defense Secre-
tary Robert Lovett.

Among industry officials who will

be present are Eric Johnston, Ned
Depinet, David Selznick, Abram F.

Myers, Spyros Skouras, George Skou-
ras, Arthur Mayer and Robert Coyne.

Harry Peck Dies
Boston, Jan. 22.—Harry Peck, 70,

Boston advertising executive, well
known in musical circles and nation-

ally known as a publisher of theatre
programs for the past 35 years, died
at Quincy Hospital, Quincy, Mass.

Surviving are the widow. Mrs.
Anne Peck, and a son, Clifford. Fun-
eral services will be held tomorrow.

Charles Donald Fox Dies
Jacksonville, Jan. 22. — Charles

Donald Fox, author of a number of

books about Hollywood and an editor

of "Who's Who on the Screen," died

here late last week after a brief illness.
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20th Offers

(Continued from page 1)

ecutives attending of his belief that

one of the greatest harms ensuing
from the government anti-trust suits

was the confusion it caused in studio

release and exhibition booking plans.

The 20th-Fox advertising executive

pointed out that completion of the re-

lease schedule also puts exhibition on

a much better footing with home tele-

vision, which also heralds coming at-

tractions before they appear. TV, he
went on, is no longer a curiosity and
now "is reduced" to competing with
films for the entertainment dollar.

While home television programming
remains on the whole poor, Einfeld
stated, the quality of motion pictures

has improved.
Aided by his stafif, Einfeld present-

ed advertising, publicity and exploita-

tion plans for the first six months of

this year, including plans for "De-
cision Before Dawn," "Japanese War
Bride," "The Model and the Marriage
Broker," "David and Bathsheba" and
"Viva Zapata."
Among other speakers were Stirl-

ing Silliphant, publicity manager,
Rodney Bush, exploitation manager,
Alec Moss, advertising executive,

Max Stern and Ira Tulipan of the

publicity department.

Zanuck Here for 'Zapata'
Darryl F. Zanuck, John Steinbeck,

Elia Kazan and Marlon Brando—the

four behind the creation of "Viva Za-
pata!"—will be on hand for the world
premiere of 20 Century-Fox's Acad-
emy Award contender at the Rivoli
Theatre here on Feb. 7.

AT 20th 's PRODUCTION SEMINAR

Photo Taken for Motion Picture Daily

(Left to right) Charles Einfeld, 20th Century-Fox vice-president

in charge of advertising-publicity ; Joseph Vogel, vice-president of

Loew's, Inc.; Al Lichtman, director of distribution for 20th Cen-
tury-Fox; Louis Schine of the Schine Circuit, and W. C. Gehring,

executive assistant general sales manager of 20th-Fox.

Seeks Overseas Post
On Cabinet Level
Washington, Jan. 22.—Rep. Celler

(D., N. Y.) has introduced a bill to

create a separate Department of Over-
seas Information to handle the gov-
ernment's overseas propoganda activi-

ties. The Department would rank with

all other cabinet jobs.

The State Department recently put

its overseas information program into

a separate administration within the

department, responsible directly to the

Secretary. Celler's proposal would
go one step farther.

70 Disc Jockeys Join
In 'Wilson' Contest
Some 70 of the nation's leading radio

disc jockeys from Coast to Coast have
joined in the search among th?ir lis-

teners to find a new male singing star

in a contest inaugurated by Universal

in connection with the Frank Sinatra-

Shelley Winters starrer, "Meet Danny
Wilson," Universal reports.

The winner will be sent to Holly-

wood as a guest of Universal, will re-

ceive a Columbia Records recording

contract, will appear on the Frank
Sinatra CBS-TV show Feb. 19, will

Loew's Profit

(Continued from page 1)

cents per share, compared with $1,-

994,954, equivalent to 39 cents per

share, in the corresponding period of

the previous year.

Current and working assets at Aug.
31, totaled $113,948,402, compared
with $114,161,876 a year earlier; cur-

rent liabilities totaled $26,685,286,

compared with $24,967,018.

Federal income taxes for the last

fiscal year amounted to $6,382,738,

against $4,753,557 for the preceding
year.

1951 Operating Revenues

Operating revenues for 1950-51, in-

cluding theatre receipts, film rentals,

record sales and radio broadcasting,

totaled $176,199,895, compared with
$178,024,811 for the 1949-50. Operat-
ing and general expenses for the re-

spective years were $147,812,121 and
$151,655,672.

Cash on hand as of last Aug. 31

was $21,790,491. This included $4,-

211,902 cash in foreign countries, of

which $3,540,707 has since been re-

ceived in the U. S.

Film production inventories on Aug.
31 amounted to $77,864,042. This
compared with $74,575,621 for the pre-

vious year.

The report to stockholders is made
in a colorfully illustrated booklet of

20 pages, the cover of which displays

in panorama scenes from the compa-
ny's "Quo Vadis."

aid in the promotion of the film and
v^'ill acquire title to the professional

name "Danny Wilson."

PARAMOUNT
TRADE SHOWS

Monday Jan. 28, 1952

CITY PLACE OF SCREENING TIME

JOAN FONTAINE • RAY MILLAND

TERESA WRIGHT in

GEORGE STEVENS' production

"SOMETHING
TO LIVE FOR"

with

RICHARD DERR • DOUGLAS DICK
Produced and Directed by

GEORGE STEVENS
Written by Dwight Taylor

ALBANY FOX SCREENING ROOM, 1052 Broadway 2.30 P.M.

ATLANTA PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 154 Walton St., N.W 2 P.M.

BOSTON PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 58-62 Berkeley Street 2 P.M.

BUFFALO PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 464 Franklin Street 2 P.M.

CHARLOTTE PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 305-7 South Church Street JO A.M.

CHICAGO PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1306 South Michigan Avenue 1:30 P.M.

CINCINNATI PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1214 Central Parkway 2 P.M.

CLEVELAND PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1735 East 23rd Street 8:30 P.M.

DALLAS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 400 North Preston Street 2:30 P.M.

DENVER PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 2100 Stout Street 2 P.M.

DES MOINES PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1125 High Street 2 P.M.

DETROIT PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 479 Ledyard Avenue 2:30 P.M.

INDIANAPOLIS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 116 V^est Michigan Street 1:30 P.M.

JACKSONVILLE FLORIDA STATE THEATRE SCREENING ROOM, Florida Thea. BIdg 2 P.M.

KANSAS CITY PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1800 Wyandotte Street 2 P.M.

LOS ANGELES PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1613 West 20th Street 1:30 P.M.

MEMPHIS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 362 South Second Street ;2:?5 NOON
MILWAUKEE PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1121 North Eighth Street 2 P.M.

MINNEAPOLIS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1201 Currie Avenue 2 P.M.

NEW HAVEN PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 82 State Street 2 P.M.

NEW ORLEANS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 215 South Liberty Street 10:30 A.M.

NEW YORK CITY. . .PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1501 Broadway (9th Fl.) 2:30 P.M.

OKLAHOMA CITY. .PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 701 West Grond Avenue 1:30 P.M.

OMAHA PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1704 Davenport Street J P.M.

PHILADELPHIA PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 248 North 12th Street 2 P.M.

PITTSBURGH PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1727 Boulevard of Allies 2 P.M.

PORTLAND PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 909 N. W. 19th Avenue 2 P.M.

ST. LOUIS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 2949-2953 Olive Street I P.M.

SALT LAKE CITY PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 270 East 1st South Street 1:30 P.M.

SAN FRANCISCO. . .PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 205 Golden Gate Ave 2 P.M.

SEATTLE MODERN THEATRE SUPPLY PROJ. ROOM, 2400 Third Ave 1:30 P.M.

WASHINGTON. . . .PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 306 H Street, N.W 2 30 P.M
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20th, Para, in

'IA'Agreement

Global Parley

Set for ^Vadis'

Eighty-two Loew's International ex-

ecutives here and abroad will meet in

Rome from March 23 to 29 to set a

sales policy for "Quo Vadis" in what

company spokesmen say will be the

first global conference ever held in

the industry for a single picture.

Arthur M. Loew, president of

Loew's International, will preside at

all sessions of the seven-day meeting,

which will be attended by New York
executives of the company, territorial

directors, key sales heads and pub-

licity chiefs. Thirty-seven countries,

or every major market on both sides

of the Iron Curtain in which Ameri-
can films are sold, will be represented.

Discussions of "Quo Vadis" sales

policy will be led by Morton A.

Spring, first vice-president, and Sam-
uel N. Burger, international sales man-
ager.

Round-table talks on selling methods
and problems will be given by Sam
Eckman, Jr., managing director of

M-G-M Great Britain, N. Bernard
Freeman, manager of Australia and
New Zealand ; Charles Goldsmith, co-

ordinator of the British Empire coun-

tries ; Dave Lewis, regional director

for Europe; Seymour Mayer, regional

director for the Far and Middle East,

and Maurice Silverstein, regional di-

rector for Latin America.

Plans for publicity, advertising and
exploitation will be outlined by Dave
Blum, advertising-publicity director

;

Arthur Pincus, assistant director, and
Morris Frantz, advertising dep't head.

Theatres, Admissions
Increase in Canada
Toronto, Jan. 22. — Final

figures of the Canadian gov-
ernment show 1,801 theatres

in operation at the end of

1950, an increase of 70 over
the preceding year. Paid ad-

missions rose one per cent, to

231,747,000, while grosses
totaled $82,708,000, an in-

crease of seven per; cent. Tic-

ket taxes declined by $1,000,-

000, to $11,445,000.

MGM Refuses t^Cut
'Quo Vadis' in V,K.
London, Jan. 22. — Following a

second viewing, and M-G-M refusing

to make suggested cuts, the British

Board of Film Censors today gave
"Quo Vadis" an "X" certificate. This
means that no child under age 16 may
see the film. Licensing regulations de-

mand that all advertising matter carry

censorship category, but M-G-M
jumped the gun by advertising the

picture in advance of a censor ruling

as an "A" or approved-for-all cate-

gory film. The necessary change will

have to be made in the ads in order to

meet the new requirement.

In New York a spokesman for

Loew's International, who on Monday
reported that the cuts would be made
by M-G-M to conform to British cen-

sor "A" category requirements, ac-

knowledged yesterday that he was
mistaken in giving out that informa-

tion.

Paramount's and 20th Century-
Fox's first agreements with the lAT-
SE covering home office "white col-

lar" employes have been reached, it

was revealed here yesterday by Rus-
sell M. Moss, executive vice-president

of "lA" Motion Picture Home Office

Employes Local No. H-63. In both
cases pay increases averaging slightly

over 10 per cent will be included in

contracts.

Some 500 clerks, stenographers and
messengers are involved, with the 20th
Fox payroll listing 350 and Paramount
embracing 150.

Both agreements will be for two
years, will provide for union shops and
grievance arbitration machinery as

well as automatic pay increases after

one year, based on the New York City

consumers price index. A similar

agreement is being negotiated with
officials of RKO Pictures, Moss said.

Some 350 workers would be affected

at that company's home office.

Combats Compo Charge
Judge Carroll Walter yesterday re-

served decision in New York County
Court here on a motion by plaintiff

Movietime, Inc., telephonic theatre

program service firm, to strike from
the answers to its suit against the

Council of Motion Picture Organiza-
tions and other industry organizations

references to plaintiff's alleged in-

volvement in imparting racing infor-

mation to gamblers. The suit asks an
injunction to prevent the use of the

term "Movietime" by COMPO.

B'nai B'rith Award
To Kaye on Sunday
The annual B'nai B'rith

"Award for Humanitarian
Service" will be given to Dan-
ny Kaye, recently returned
from entertaining UN, troops
in Korea and Tokyo, over the
Coast - to - Coast facilities of
NBC next Sunday afternoon,
from 3:00 to 3:30 P.M. (EST).
The presentation will be

made by Frank Goldman,
president of B'nai B'rith.

Grainger Holding
Regional Meet
New Orleans, Jan. 22.—The three-

day regional meeting of Republic Pic-

tures has opened here. J. R. Grain-
ger, sales vice-president and general

sales manager, is presiding, aided by
R. G. Yates and Walter L. Titus.

Branch managers attending include

L. V. Seichshnaydre, New Orleans

;

E. H. Brauer, Atlanta; J. H. Dillon,

Charlotte ; H. E. Laird, Tampa ; N.
Wyse, Memphis ; D. Hunt, Oklahoma
City

; J. J. Hoolihan, Dallas and E. R.
Collins and M. W. Scott of Holly-,
wood.

'Vadis' to Oriental
Chicago, Jan. 22.

—"Quo Vadis"
has been awarded to the Oriental
Theatre here to open Feb. 14. The
picture was sold to the Oriental to-

day after a second series of bids fol-

lowing rejection of all bids by
M-G-M.

should enjoy capacity business and
unlimited praise in all its bookings.'^'

I

Wam.-rBros:wonderfiil itext ! Starring Caiy Grant and BetsyPtaKc
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^Your Show of

Shows' Wins

1951 TV Poll

Critics Pick It for

2nd Consecutive Year

"Your Show of Shows" was the

Best Network Television Program

of 1951, as it was in 1950, in the

opinion of a majority of the Ameri-
can newspaper
and magazine
television e d i

-

tors and col-

umnists partic-

ipating in the

third annual

Motion Pic-
ture Daily-
Fame television

poll.

The 90-min-

u t e Saturday
night entry of

NBC-TV, pro-

duced by Max
Max Llebman Liebman and

starring S i d

Caesar and Imogene Coca, was re-

sponsible for bringing five first places

in the poll to NBC-TV, one less than

in 1950. In addition to being voted

Best Network Program, it was named
Best Comedy Show and Best Variety

Program, and Caesar was tied with

Jimmy Durante as TV's Best Come-
dian of 1951, while Miss Coca, was
voted Best Comedienne.

Durante a Winner
The indestructible Durante was

voted Best Performer on Television

in 1951, overshadowing Caesar, who
won that award in the previous poll,

in addition to tieing with Caesar in

the Best Comedian division.

Colgate Comedy Hour finished sec-

ond in the Best Network Program
division, top group in the poll, just

ahead of Kukla, Fran & Ollie, a peren-

nial favorite of the critics since the

(^Continued on page 4)

Complete Results of

TV Poll on Page 5

Complete results of the

voting in the Motion Picture
Daily-Fame third annual tele-

vision poll are published on
Page 5 of this issue.

Pictures of winners, ad-

judged by American news-
paper and magazine televi-

sion editors and critics to be
the best on the air in 1951,

are published on Page 4.

Showmen to Step Into Shoes of
Convalescing Branch Manager
Dallas, Jan. 23.—Fourteen exhibition leaders in this area will take

over the duties of a distribution branch manager a week at a time during

the manager's hospitalization.

At an executive committee meeting of Texas COMPO showmen,
Claude C. Ezell, president, and asso-

ciates, presented this idea of inter-

industry cooperation in support of

John J. Houlihan, branch manager of

Republic in the Dallas exchange, when
it was learned he would be confined

to a hospital for 14 weeks after a

spinal operation. The idea was sup-

ported by all those in attendance. Re-
marks from various exhibition heads
and other executives of COMPO were
typical of "The Big Heart of Texas."
The tremendous efforts of Houlihan
last fall in heading distribution in the

COMPO organization were recalled.

Houlihan will go to the hospital

Friday and on Jan. 28 Robert J.
0'-

Donnell will take over the full re-

sponsibilities of branch manager at

(Continued on page 6)

Defense Drive Aid

Pledged to Lovett

Washington, Jan. 23.—In conse-

quence of a luncheon-conference in the

Pentagon here today among top de-

fense officials and representatives of

the motion picture industry, a 10-

minute short subject on the recruit-

ment of women in all branches of the

Armed Forces is expected to be pro-

duced for exhibition in theatres across
the country.

Another result of the conference is

likely to be the inclusion of footage on
(Continued on page 6)

2 Trust Suits Here
For $4-Million
Two anti-trust suits asking triple

damages totaling $4,022,461 were filed

yesterday in U. S. District Court here
against the eight major film compa-
nies by theatre corporations of Yonk-
ers, N. Y.
Both suits charge monopoly in re-

straint of trade and allege unsuccess-
ful efforts by the plaintiffs over many
years to secure second-run product
for theatres in Yonkers.
One of the actions, filed by Gormel

(Continued on page 6)

$2,642,240 Suit
Names Loew*s InVl
Loew's International yesterday was

named defendant in a $2,642,240 dam-
age action alleging violation of dis-

tribution contracts which the Bank of

America, National Trust and Savings
Association, Enterprise Productions
and Sunset Security Co., filed in

U. S. District Court here.

The complaint charges that the de-

fendant company violated a Jan., 1947

distribution agreement covering re-

lease of nine pictures in foreign coun-
(Continued on page 6)

TV Critics Clamor for
Better Shows^ New Faces

Television editors and columnists of American newspapers and maga-
zines who added their personal comments to ballots in the third annual
Motion Picture DAiLY-Fame television poll appear to be quite dis-

tressed about the state in which they found television programming in

1951. They had few orchids to dispense, but an abundance of scallions.

Better programs, better production

and new talent constitute their most
frequently reiterated cries for im-
provement. They look with jaundiced

eye on the borrowing of "names"
from radio and other entertainment

media, names which with but few ex-

ceptions they feel have little to con-

tribute to television, and most of which
are but "on their way to another

wake," as one critic put it.

They insist that television should

make its own talent discoveries and
development, and some express actual

apprehension for policies which permit

such TV discoveries as Dave Garro-

way to go unused for even a brief

time, and Kukla, Fran & Ollie to be
trimmed to half its program time.

Confessing he was "alarmed" by
such developments, one editor re-

marked he considered them "evidence

of an indifference to television quality

that ultimately may degrade the whole
industry."

There was considerable editorial

comment on "bad taste" in dialogue

and dress in television shows, in

dramatic lines and situations, too.

A San Francisco editor com-
(Continued on page 4)

Top Producers

HaU TOA's

Coast Seminar

Zanuck, Schary, Warner,
Others to Attend Parley

Hollywood, Jan. 23.—Theatre
Owners of America's exhibition-

production round-table conference

scheduled for Jan. 30 in Los An-
geles, which may yield sufficient per-

tinent information to cause the Coun-
cil of Motion Picture Organizations

to put off its projected similar semi-

nar, was today welcomed in enthusi-

astic terms by leading producers.

Among the producers who ex-

pressed enthusiasm for the TOA
conference were: Hal B. Wallis,

Jerry Wald, Stanley Kramer,
Steve Broidy, Darryl F. Zanuck,
Herbert J. Yates, Dore Schary,
Jack Warner and Screen Pro-
ducers Guild president William
Perlberg.

Coast film leaders who already have
(Continued on page 6)

20th Seminar

In 5 Cities
Twentieth Century-Fox is planning

to extend the seminar and merchandis-
ing meetings similar to that held at

the home office Tuesday, throughout
the country, it was disclosed here

yesterday.

Contemplated cities where the ses-

sions will take place include Atlanta,
Dallas, Chicago, Denver and Los An-
geles, where representative exhibitors

in the area will be present to hear
the company's merchandising plans for

a full year's lineup.

Underlying the decision is the com-
(Continned on page 6)

Johnston Named to

Point Four Post

.'Washington*, Jan. 23.—^Eric A.
Johnston, president of the Motion Pic-
ture Producers Aesociation of Amer-
ica, was "drafted" for government
service a second time today when
President Harry S. Truman asked
him to become chairman of the Inter-
national Development Advisory Board
which supervises planning operations
under the Point Four program foi? aid

(Continued on page 6)
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Personal Mention4-Day Paramount
Sales Meet Will

Start Here Today

Branch managers and special field

representatives of Paramount's East-

ern, Southern and Alid-Eastern divi-

sions will gather here today at the

Hotel Plaza to hear A. W. Schwal-

berg, president of Paramount Film
Distributing Corp.. and other home
office executives, outline the company's

1952 sales and merchandising policy.

A discussion of Paramount product

for 1952 will lead off the four-day

session, with individual handling of

each and every picture to be stressed.

All scheduled and tentatively sched-

uled releases will be analyzed from a

sales, advertising, publicity and ex-

ploitation standpoint.

Ainong the pictures to be discussed

are Cecil B. DeMille's "The Greatest

Show on Earth," George Stevens'

"Something To Live For," Hal Wal-
lis' "Sailor Beware," Perlberg-Sea-
ton's "Aaron Slick from Punkin
Crick" and "Anything Can Happen,"
Leo McCarey's "My Son John," Pine-

Thomas' "Hong Kong," Nat Holt's

"Flaming Feather" and "Denver and
Rio Grande," "Red Mountain'' and
"The Atomic City."

Schwalberg will conduct the meet-
ing, while scheduled speakers for the

first day include E. K. O'Shea, Jerry
Pickman and Oscar A. Morgan. The
meetings will be continued if neces-

sary.

Univ. Board Hears

Decca Plan Report

An informal interim report on the

possible amalgamation of Universal
Pictures Corp. and Decca Records
was presented at yesterday's Universal
board meeting, it was learned.

The report, described as still in the
formative stage, received no expres-
sion of opposition from John Davis,
managing director of the J. Arthur
Rank Organization, who attended the
meeting, according to an informed
source. It was said that all board
members are waiting to hear final

recommendations before stating their

position. It is hoped to have the
report, or at least the outlines of it,

ready for the April meeting of stock-
holders, the first such meeting since
Decca's purchase of Universal stock.

One of the three members of the
board committee working on the pos-
sible consolidation problem is Robert
Benjamin, wiio represents Rank's bloc
of Universal stock h(jldings. Preston
Davie is committee chairman and Wil-
liam German is the other membLT.
Xate J. Blumberg, Universal presi-

dent, was unable to attend yesterday's
meeting due to illness. Davis, who
was scheduled to leave here for Lon-
don today, is reported planning to ex-
tend his visit for several days.

Delay Shea Hearing
The hearing on tiic petition of D(^ro-

thy Shea for an accounting of the
Maurice A. Shea Trust was again
postjjoned from yesterday to Jan. .30.

STANTON GRIFFIS, retiring

U. S. Ambassador to Spain and
chairman of the Paramount Pictures

executive committee, is due to return

to New York from Madrid early next

week.
•

A'l. L. Simons, M-G-M home office

assistant to H. M. Richey, on Jan.

30 will address the Hazelton, Pa., Ro-
tary Club, sponsored by Ed Craft of

the Paramount Penn Capitol Theatre
of that city.

•

Joel Rabin and his wife, the for-

mer Janet Blackman, daughter of

Republic executive Irving Blackman,
announce the birth of a boy, Richard
Lee.

•

Bernard Feldman of the Warner
home office playdate department and
his wife announce the birth of a girl,

Dian Crystal.

•

Arnold Jacobs, national sales man-
ager of Discina International, has left

New York for the Coast.

o

Lou J. Kaufman, Warner The-
atres executive, is in Pittsburgh from
New York.

FRED S. MEYER, in charge of la-

bor relations at 20th Century-Fox
studio, left here for the Coast yester-

day.
•

Edward Peskay, Eastern repre-

sentative of producer Harry Popkin,
is due back in New York early next
week following a three-week visit to

the Coast.
•

Charles M. Reagan, vice-president

in charge of M-G-M distribution, was
a guest of "The Of¥-the-Record Club"
yesterday at the 21 Club.

•

Harold Wirthwein, Monogram
and Allied Artists Western sales man-
ager, has returned to Hollywood from
a Midwestern trip.

•

Paul N. Lazarus, Jr., Columbia
executive, will return here from the

West Indies by plane Monday.
•

James Mulvey, president of Sam-
uel Goldwyn Productions, will return
here, today from Washington.

•

Harry Buckley and Mrs. Buck-
ley are in Phoenix, Ariz, from New
York for a visit of several months.

Patterson Had Been

At Hearing on

Schine Divestiture

Robert P. Patterson, distinguished
lawyer and former Secretary of War,
who was killed in the Elizabeth, N. J.,

plane crash on Tuesday, was return-
ing to New York City from Bufifalo

where he had made his first court
appearance as attorney for the Schine
Chain Theatres of Gloversville, N. Y.,

when the fatal accident occurred.

Judge Patterson had planned to re-

turn to New York by train but the
hearing on the amended theatre di-

vestiture order for the Schine Chain
was concluded earlier in the day than
had been expected and he requested
-issociates in the Buffalo law firm of

Raichle, Tucker and Moore to obtain an
accommodation for him on the plane,

which left BufTalo at 12:03 P. M.
New York associates of Patterson
said that the airline office in Buffalo
took a seat on the plane from another
passenger to accommodate Judge Pat-
terson.

Retained Only Recently

His law firm, Patterson, Belknap
and Webb, had been retained only re-

cently in the Schine proceedings and
it was the first time he had appeared
in court to represent the theatre com-
pany. Judge Patterson also was spe-
cial counsel for the American Society
of Composers, Authors and Publish-
ers. He represented ASCAP in the
litigation brought by New York in-

dependent exhibitors which resulted
in the decision by Federal Judge Vin-
cent Leibell declaring ASCAP's col-

lection of music performance fees

rom exhibitors to be illegal. He also

represented ASCAP in the amend-
ment of the decree governing its li-

censing methods and currently had
been engaged in the proceedings to
determine proper music licensing rates
for ASCAP music used on television.

Several years ago Judge Patterson
represented Charles Skouras, presi-

dent of National Theatres, in an ac-
uon brought by stockholders of 20th
Century-Fox, parent company, con-
testing profit participation and other
compensation arrangements. The ac-

tion resulted in a limitation being
placed on the compensation to be paid
to Skouras. Judge Patterson also

represented Darryl F. Zanuck in sev-

eral contract and other personal legal

matters.

Marcus Misses Plane Crash

Washington, Jan. 23. — Pliilip

Marcus, Justice Department attorney,

was in Bufifalo yesterday to present
the Schine consent decree to the Dis-
trict Court there. He was all set to

fly home, when he suddenly remem-
bered another matter he wanted to

attend to, and stayed in Bufifalo. The
plane he did not take was the Amer-
ican airliner which crashed in Eliza-

beth.

Crouch to Sound Masters
William Forest Crouch, producer-

director, has joined Sound Masters,
Inc. as executive producer of a newly-
organized television film unit, it was
announced by president Harold E.
Wondscl.
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PREPARE A BIG FANFARE

FOR Warner Bros.

PRESENTATION OF

II

ALBANY DALLAS MEMPHIS PHILADELPHIA

Wointr Stieening Room 20th Century-Fox Screening Room 20th Century-Fox Screening Room Warner Screening Room

110 N.rearlSt. • 12:30 P.M. 1803 Wood St. • 1:30 P.M 151 Vance Ave. • 12:15 P M. 230 No. 13th St. • 2:30 P.M.

ATLANTA DENVER MILWAUKEE PinSBURGH
20th Century-Fox Screening Room Paramount Screening Room Warner Iheotre Screening Room 20th Cenlury-Fox Screening Room

197WoltonSt.N.W. • 2 00 P.M 2100 Stout SI. • 2:00 P.M. 212 W.Wisconsin Ave. • 2:00 P.M. 1715 Blvd. of Allies • 1:30 P.M.

BOSTON DES MOINES MINNEAPOLIS PORTLAND
RKO Screening Room Paromount Screening Room Warner Screening Room Jewel Box Screening Room

122 Arlington St. 2:30 P M. 1125 High St. • 12:45 P.M. 1000 Currie Ave. 2:00 P.M. 1947 N.W. Kearney St. • 10:30 A.M

BUFFALO DETROIT NEW HAVEN SALT LAKE
Paramount Screening Room Film Exchange Building Warner Theatre Projection Room 20th Century-Fox Screening Room

464 Franklin St. 2 00 P M 2310 Cass Ave • 2:00 P.M. 70 College St. 2:00 P.M. 216East IslSouth • 2:00 P.M.

CHARLOnE INDIANAPOLIS NEW ORLEANS SAN FRANCISCO
20tli Century-Fox Screening Room 20th Century-Fox Screening Room 20th Cenlury-Fox Screening Room Paramount Screening Room

308 S. Church 51 • 2 00 PM 326 No. Illinois St • 1:00 P.M. 200 S. liberty SI. • 8:00 P.M. 205 Golden Gate Ave. • 1:30 P.M.

CHICAGO JACKSONVILLE NEW YORK SEAHLE
Worner Screening Room Florida Theatre Bldg. Sc. Rm. Home Office Modem Theatre

I307 SO Wabaihtve - 1 30 P M 128 E.Forsyth St • 8:00 P.M. 321 W. 44lhSt. • 2:15 P.M. 2400 Third Ave. • 10:30 A.M.

CINCINNATI KANSAS CITY OKLAHOMA ST. LOUIS

RKO Poloce 1h Screening Room 20th Century-Fox Screening Room 20th Century-Fox Screening Room S'renco Screening Room

Poloce Th Bldg. E. ith • 8 00 P M. 1720 Wyandotte St. •
1 30PM 10 North lee St • 10 00 A M 3143 Olive St. • 1:00 P.M.

CLEVELAND LOS ANGELES OMAHA WASHINGTON
Warner Screening Room Warner Screening Room 20th Cenlury-Fox Screening Room Warner Theotre Building

2300 Pome «<e 8 30 P M 2025 S. Vermont Ave: • 2 00 P.M. 1502 Davenport St • 1:00 P.M t3lh t E. Stt. N.W. • 7:30 P.M.
— "''OS.
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TV Critics

{Continued froin page 1)

mented that "Television has a

good conduct code. It had bet-

ter make use of it. Its recent

conduct is an invitation to lo-

cal censorship and to Federal

regulation."

From Connecticut came the obser-

vation that "Jerry Lester and others"

should have their mouths washed with

any good soap, advertised on TV or

not, before every telecast.

Television commercials were round-

ly berated by the editors, regardless

of the section of the country in which

they do their viewing. The deluge of

remarks on the subject seemed to be

in agreement that ( 1 ) there are too

many commercials on TV; (2) they

are too lengthy, and (3), they are

lacking ia originality and, in most

cases, a minimum of interest.

A well known New York City tele-

vision editor points to "double and

triple spotting around station-break

time as not only aggravating but an

audience-chaser."
Enough Is Enough

He points out that in current prac-

tice there usually is a lengthy commer-

cial at the end of a program, followed

by a 20-second announcement, an

eight-second chain break announce-

ment; another 20-second announce-

ment, and then a lengthy commercial

ahead of the next program.

Another New York City editor,

writing in the same vein, registers his

annoyance when, in addition to the

interruptions mentioned above, there

are the inevitable commercials within

a program, "frequently breaking up

the most important parts of dramas

and feature films."

An irritated Buffalo critic, men-

tioning commercials on the Old Gold

Amateur Hour, says he finds most of

them propounded in an "obvious and

insulting manner."

"TV advertisers," he remarks,

"shouldn't try to bring bill-

boards and pitchmen into the

living room."

Other criticisms of TV as the

critics find it are that it appears to be

trying to outdo radio in offering more
crime, horror and mystery programs

than the latter can manage ; that there

are too many variety shows compet-

ing with one another and too few of

them reveal any production quality;

that there are too few good shows for

children, and not enough good educa-

tional and public service programs.

Inferior Drama
Television needs new dramatic

material and most of the drama now
on television "lacks poHsh" and shows

the need for more rehearsals. A
Philadelphia editor opined that Cel-

anese Theatre was the only dramatic

program on TV he felt had consistent,

professional earmarks.

Slotting of good shows at the same

time by rival networks ranks high

among the critics' annoyances. So

does the interjection of studio audi-

ences and expressions of "surprise" at

the appearance of a guest star whose
presence was ballyhooed in advance,

and the petitions to "Let's give her a

big hand."

Most of the critics quite clearly

have a lively interest in television, re-

gardless of the faults they find with it.

Some think that TV humor is begin-

ning to improve. Others applaud the

waning vogue of the plunging neck

line. The increasing use of "live film'

Television's Best of 1951

Sid Caesar Imogena Coca Jimmy Durante Herb Shriner leucine Ball

Worthington Miner
Producer, Studio One

Fred Waring Martha Kountree
Producer

Meet the Press

Burr Tillstrom
Producer

Kukla, Fran &' Ollie

John Daly George Feneman J. C. Swayze Jimmy Powers Kate Smith

1951 TV Poll

{Continued from page 1)

first poll three years ago. It was voted

Best Children's Program on TV for

1951. And NBC should see what
those critics have to say about it for

cutting Kukla, Fran & Ollie from 30

minutes to IS late in 1951.

The critics' Kukla, Fran &
Ollie vote enabled NBC-TV to

make a clean sweep of the Best
Network Program classification.

is regarded by all who commented on
it as a big improvement over kinescop-

ing. West Coast critics report that

good work is being done on special

events and express the hope that TV
will continue with its attention to that

field.

A New York City critic lamented

that the poll did not permit him to

vote for "Worst Program on Tele-

vision." He wanted to name the

Stork Club, he said.

It edged out ABC-TV's Celanese
|

Theatre by the narrowest of

margins. Oddly, while regarding
Celanese Theatre so highly for
the Best Television Program
classification, the editors failed

to vote it among the first three
in the Best Dramatic Program
division.

Lucille Ball and Dinah Shore, late

1951 entries, nevertheless captured the
critics' favor in a hurry. Miss Ball
was voted television's Most Promising
Female Star in a nip-and-tuck race
with Miss Shore, who finished second.
Miss Ball took second place to Miss
Coca as television's Best Comedienne
of 1951.

Herb Shriner captured the Most
Promising Male Star vote, placing
ahead of NBC-TV's guest personality,

John Forsythe, and the same net-
work's duo, Bob (Elliott) and Ray
(Goulding)

.

Studio One was returned for an-
other year as TV's Best Dramatic
Program by the critics' vote. Another
repeater was Fred Waring, whose
show was voted the Best Popular Mu-
sical, and Groucho Marx, whose You

Bet Your Life program was voted
Best Quiz Show. Meet the Press took
first again in the Best Educational or

Public Service division, ahead of The
Nature of Things and the Johns Hop-
kins Science Review. For Best Classi-

cal Musical program on TV in 1951,

the critics again turned to Voice of

Firestone.

CBS-TV's John Daly took the Best
Master of Ceremonies' palm from
Bert Parks, last year's winner, and
George Feneman of the Groucho
Marx program, replaced Bud Collyer

as Best Announcer.

Kate Smith advanced from third

place in the 1950 poll to first last year
in the Best Daytime Program divi-

sion. In the Best Sportscaster class,

Jimmy Powers moved from second
place a year ago to first place for

1951, and his Cavalcade of Sports was
voted Best Sports Program of the

year.

Man Against Crime ousted Sus-
pense from first place in the Best
Mystery Show division. John Cam-
eron Swayze was voted TV's Best
Newscaster of 1951, winning handily

as he has in the other polls.
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Complete Results of 1951 Television Poll

More Local TV Programs Praised By
Editors;MoreEditorsDoingthePraising
About double the number of local television programs mentioned

by newspaper and magazine television editors and columnists in
the 1950 poll were accorded special mention in the 1951 poll. Also,
the number of televis'on editors and critics voting increased by
about 25 per cent in 1951 over the previous year's poll. Evidences,
apparently, of television's continuing expansion.

In New York, WPIX won local commendations for its coverage
of current events. Elsewhere in the East, WBAL, Baltimore, was
cited for Prosperity Parade, and local plaudits went to Polka
Revue, WEWS, Cleveland; Duquesne Show Time, Homestead, Pa.;
Three to Get Ready, Philadelphia, and Charade Parade, Syracuse,
among others.

Middle West local mentions included America at Church, WENR,
Chicago; Melody Time, Kansas City; Two for the Show, with
Marjorie Meinert, Davenport, la.; Press Conference, Detroit, and
the St. Louis Symphonette, St. Louis.

Success Story is liked locally in Los Angeles, the critics say;
Science in Action, in San Francisco; Rainier Ranch, with Texas
Jim Lewis in Seattle; Fashions in Motion, Houston; Music City,

U. S. A., Nashville, and Frosty Frolics, Pasadena.

COMPLETE results of the

voting by American news-

paper and magazine television

editors and columnists in Motion
Picture Daily's third annual

television poll for Fame are pub-

lished herewith. Sponsors, agen-

cies, networks and telecast time

(E.S.T.) are given for first place

winners ; network only for others.

BEST NETWORK PROGRAM
1. Your Show of Shows (R.J. Rey-

nolds Tobacco Co.—WilHam Esty
Co. ; Benrus Watch Co.—J. D.
Tarcher Co. ; The S.O.S. Co.—Mc-
Cann-Erickson ; Lehn & Fink

—

Lennon and Mitchell
;
Eversharp

—

Blow Co.
;
Libby, McNeill & Libby

—Batten, Barton, Durstine & Os-
born; NBC-TV, Saturdays, 9:00-

10:30 P.M.).
2. Colgate Comedy Hour (NBC-

TV).
3. Kukla, Fran & Ollie (NBC-TV).

BEST TELEVISION PERFORMER
1. Jimmy Durante (rotating schedule

on All-Star Revue; Pet Milk-
Gardner Advertising, Inc. ; Snow
Crop Frozen Foods—Maxon Agen-
cy

;
Kellogg Foods—Kenyon &

Eckhardt — NBC-TV, Saturdays,
8:00-9:00 P.M.).

2. Sid Caesar (NBC-TV).
3. Milton Berle (NBC-TV).

MOST PROMISING MALE STAR
1. Herb Shriner (Cluett, Peabody &

Co.—Young & Rubicam—ABC-
TV, Thursdays, 9:00-9:30 P.M.).

2. John Forsythe (NBC-TV guest

star).

3. Bob (Elliott) & Ray (Goulding)
(NBC-TV).

MOST PROMISING FEMALE
STAR

1. Lucille Ball (Philip Morris & Co.
-Blow Co.; CBS-TV, Mondays,
9:00-9:30 P.M.).

2. Dinah Shore (NBC-TV).
3. Maria Riva (CBS-TV).

BEST DRAMATIC PROGRAM
1. Studio One ( Westinghouse Elec-

tric—^McCann-Erickson
;
CBS-TV,

Mondays, 10:00—11:00 P.M.):
2. Philco-Goodyear TV Playhouse

(NBC-TV).
3. RobertMontgomeryTheatre (NBC-
TV).

BEST VARIETY PROGRAM
1. Your Show of Shows (NBC-TV.

See Best Network Program).
2. Toast of the Town (CBS-TV).
3. Texaco Star Theatre (NBC-TV).

BEST COMEDY SHOW
1. Your Show of Shows (NBC-TV.

See Best Network Program).
2. Colgate Comedy Hour (NBC-

TV).
3. Red Skelton Show (NBC-TV).

BEST COMEDIAN
1. Sid Caesar (Your Show of Shows

—

NBC-TV. Sec Best Network Pro-
gram) and Jimmy Durante (Ali-
Star Revue—NBC-TV. See Best
Television Performer). Tie

3. Red Skelton (NBC-TV).

BEST COMEDIENNE
1. Imogene Coca (NBC-TV—Your

Show of Shows. See Best Network
Program).

2. Lucille Ball (CBS-TV).
3. Martha Raye (NBC-TV).

BEST CLASSICAL MUSIC
PROGRAM

1. Voice of Firestone (Firestone Tire

& Rubber Co.—Sweeney & James
Co.; NBC-TV, Mondays, 8:30-

9:00 P.M.).
2. Ford Festival (James Melton)

(NBC-TV).
3. NBC Symphony Orchestra (with

Arturo Toscanini) (NBC-TV).

BEST POPULAR MUSICAL
SHOW

1. Fred Waring Show (General Elec-

tric Co.—Young & Rubicam; CBS-
TV, Sundays, 9:00-10:00 P.M.).

2. Paul Whiteman Revue (ABC-
TV).

3. Dinah Shore Show (NBC-TV)
and Your Hit Parade (NBC-TV)
Tie.

BEST EDUCATIONAL OR
PUBLIC SERVICE PROGRAM

1. Meet the Press (Revere Copper
and Brass Co.—St. Georges &
Keyes; NBC-TV, Sundays, 4:00-

4:30 P.M.).
2. The Nature of Things (Dr. Roy K.

Marshall) (NBC-TV).
3.

.

Johns Hopkins Science Review
(DuMont).

BEST QUIZ SHOW
1. You Bet Your ,Life, (Groucho

]\^arx) (DeSoto-Plymouth Dealers
—Batten, Barton, Durstine & Os-
born; NBC-TV, Thursdays, 8:00-

8:30 P.M.).
2. What's My Line? (CBS-TV).
3. Who Said That? (NBC-TV).

BEST CHILDREN'S PROGRAM
1. Kukla, Fran & Ollie (Radio Corp.

of America-J. Walter Thompson

;

Mondays ; National" Biscuit Co.—
McCann-Erickson, Tuesdays and
Thursdays

;
NBC-TV, ' 'weekdays,

7:00-7:15 P.M.).' ..i ;

2. Howdy Doody (NBC-TV). ^

'

3. Super Circus (ABC-TV).' !•

BEST MASTER OF CEREMONIES
1. John Daly (It's News to Me—Gen-

eral Foods Corp.—Young & Rubi-
cam

;
CBS-TV, Mondays, 9:30-

10:00 P.M.).
2. Ed Sullivan (CBS-TV).
3. Arthur Godfrey (CBS-TV).

BEST TV ANNOUNCER
1. George Feneman (You Bet Your

Life. See Best Quiz Show. NBC-
TV).

2. Dennis James (ABC-TV; NBC-
TV).

3. John Daly (CBS-TV).

BEST NEWS COMMENTATOR
1. John Cameron Swayze (Camel
News Caravan ; R. J. Reynolds
Tobacco Co.— William Esty Agen-
cy; NBC-TV, weekdays, 7:45-
8:00 P.M.).

2. Douglas Edward (CBS-TV).
3. Lowell Thomas (CBS-TV) and

Edward R. Murrow (CBS-TV)
(tie).

BEST SPORTSCASTER
1. Jimmy Powers (Cavalcade of

Sports, Gillette Safety Razor Co.

—

Maxon, Inc.; NBC-TV, Fridays,
10:00-10:45 P.M.).

2. Mel Allen (Non-exclusive).
3. Ted Husing (CBS-TV).

BEST SPORTS PROGRAM
1. Cavalcade of Sports (See Best

Sportscaster. NBC-TV).
2. Westinghouse Football Round-Up

(Mel Allen—CBS-TV, seasonal).
3. Greatest Fights of the Century

(NBC-TV).

BEST DAYTIME PROGRAM
1. Kate Smith Show (Cannon Mills

—

N. W. Ayer & Sons; Chesebrough
' Mfrg.; Co.— McCann - Erickson

;

Dtafkee Foods—Meldrum & Few-
smith

; Gerber Products—Federal
Advtg. ; Glidden Co.—Meldrum &
Fews.mith ; Hunts Foods—Young &
Rubicam

; Andrew Jergens—Robert
W. Orr & Associates ; Knomark
Mfrg. Co.—Emil Mogul Co. ; Pills-

bury Mills—Leo Burnett Co.

;

Procter & Gamble—Dancer-Fitz-
gerald-Sample

; Simmons Co. —
Young & Rubicam ; Simoniz Co.
-^Sullivan, Stauf¥er, Colwell &
Baj)-le's'; Singer Sewing Machine

—

Yobng & Rubicam; NBC-TV
" weekdays, 4:00-5:00 P.M.)
2. Garry Moore Show (CBS-TV)
3. Steve Allen Show (CBS-TV)

NBC-TV Captures

17 of 23 'Firsts';

Sweeps 5 Divisions

NBC-TV outshone its network
competitors by far in 1951, in the

opinion of the television editors and
columnists of American newspapers
and magazines who voted in the third

annual Motion Picture DAihY-Fainc
television poll.

NBC-TV programs and performers
were voted 17 first places, one involv-

ing a tie between two NBC-TV per-

sonalities, to five firsts for CBS-TV
and one for ABC-TV.
NBC-TV also had the greatest

number of second and third places in

the poll. The second place score was

:

NBC-TV, 11; CBS-TV, eight, and
ABC-TV, two. Third place tally:

NBC-TV, 14 with two ties
;
CBS-TV,

eight with two ties
;
ABC-TV, two,

and DuMont, one.

NBC-TV captured first, second and
third place in five separate categories,

Best Network Programs, Best Tele-

vision Performers, Best Comedy
Show, Best Comedian and Best Classi-

cal Music. CBS-TV swept two en-

tire divisions—Best Mystery Pro-
grams and Best Master of Ceremonies.

Critics Find Only
Three New TV Stars
Whether or not it is indication of

television's complacency, lack of in-

genuity, enterprise, or whatever, tele-

vision editors and columnists partici-

pating in the third annual Motion
Picture DAiLY-Fajrei? television poll

found only three new performers on

whom to bestow their ballot accolades

in 1951, as compared with 1950.

The three new performers whom
the editor-critics singled out for praise

were Jimmy Durante, Lucille Ball and
Dinah Shore. Also, in voting the

NBC Symphony Orchestra a place

among the winners in the Best Classi-

cal Music division, the balloters sin-

gled out Arturo Toscanini for individ-

ual mention.
All other performers and programs

which won top places in the 1951 poll

were contestants or eligibles in tele-

vision the previous year. In categories

other than performers or programs,
such as Best Master of Ceremonies,
Best TV Announcer, etc., 1951 win-
ners who did not figure in the 1950
poll's top places, nevertheless were on
TV in the earlier year. They include

John Daly, George Feneman, Jimmy
Powers, Herb Shriner and others.

BEST MYSTERY PROGRAM
1. Man Against Crime (R. J. Rey-

nolds Tobacco Co.—William Estv ;

CBS-TV, Fridays ; 8 :30-9 :0O P.M.)
2. Suspense (CBS-TV)
3. Danger (CBS-TV) and Lights

Out (NBC-TV) tie.

BEST COMMERCIAL
PRESENTATION

1. Lucky Strike (on Robert Mont-
gomery Theatre, American Tobacco
Co.—Batten, Barton, Durstine &
Osborn; NBC-TV, alternate Mon-
days, 9:30-10:30 P.M.)

2. Radio Corp. of America and Na-
tional Biscuit Co. (on Kukla, Fran
& Ollie) (NBC-TV)

3. Arrow Shirts (Herb Shriner
Time) (ABC-TV)
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Loew's Payment of

Dividends Cited

Loew's, Inc., is the only one
of the film companies listed

on the New York Stock Ex-
change to have paid a cash
dividend every year for 20 or
more years, according to a

joint report by the Ex-
change's member firms.

Loew's dividend payments be-

gan in 1923.

Names Loew's Int.
{Continued front page 1)

tries. Specifically, it is alleged that

Loew's International made improper
overhead charges on the films, failed

to give them exploitation and sales

attention equal to that given M-G-M
pictures and deceived the plaintifTs re-

garding the rate of exchange on re-

venue earned in Britain.

The pictures involved are : "Arch
of Triumph," "Ramrod," "The Other
Love," "Caught," "Force of Evil,"

"They Passed This Way," "Body and
Soul," "Minor Vices" and "So This

Is New York." The overall produc-

tion cost of the films was indicated

in the complaint to be $16,000,000.

'Improper' Deductions

.\mong the "improper" deductions

for overhead listed in the complaint

were electric lighting, sanitary service

in theatres, theatre candy licenses,

programs, dubbing and synchroniza-

tion costs. These charges were made
against box-office receipts, it is al-

leged. Moreover, the complaint con-

tends the plaintiffs charged all income
ta.xes against the pictures' earnings,

thereby leaving Loew's International

untaxed in connection with their dis-

tribution. The complaint was filed in

behalf of the plaintiffs by the New
York law firm of Schwartz and
Frohlich.

A spokesman for Loew's Interna-

tional said here yesterday "no com-
ment" when asked about the suit filed

by Bank of America and others,

against the company.

Defense Drive Aid
(Continued jrum page 1)

the subject in newsreels in the future.

The conference was held to discuss

jjlans for the industry's help in pro-

moting the recruitment of women.
Secretary of Defense Robert A. Lov-
ett was host at the luncheon, which
was marked by brief speeches by Lov-
ett and .Assistant Defense Secretary
.Anna Rosenberg, expressing apprecia-

tion for the help the film industry had
given the national war effort during
World War II and the assistance it

has already promised in the women's
recruitment drive.

Declaring that he spoke for Ned
E. Depinet, president of the Council
of Motion Picture Organizations, and
other industry leaders, Eric A. John-
stun, president of the Motion Picture

Association of America, resix)nded

with a brief sfxrech pledging the in-

dustry's cooperation.

Present at the conference were

:

James A. Mulvey, Julian Brylawski,
Robert E. Sherwood, Dallas Halver-
stazt, Spyros P. Skouras, Walton
.A.ment, Mary McCall, Jr., Abram F.
Myers, David O. Selznick, Jay Bona-
field, .Arthur Mayer, Depinet, and top
officers of the various branches of the
.Armed Forces.

TOA Seminar
{Continued from page 1)

made reservations to attend the round-
table are Zanuck, Schary, Warner,
Y. Frank Freeman, William Goetz,
Yates, Perlberg. Walljs, Kramer,
Broidy, Roy Disney, Rol)ert L. Lip-
pert and Sol Lesser.

The round-table will tie conducted
in conjunction with the annual mid-
winter TOA board meeting which will

open Monday and continue through
Thursday night, Jan. 31. AH sessions,

including the seminar, will be held in

the National Theatres Building
Charles P. Skouras, TOA board
chairman, will preside. Seventy TOA
leaders will attend.

Wallis termed the forthcoming ex-
hibitor - distributor conference "a
healthy sign for the industry." Said
Wald : "By such meetings as this a

new and flourishing era of motion pic-

ture history is being born. This melt-

ing together of two great teams into

one greater team can, with full under-
standing of all problems, surmount
barriers that a few short months ago
were looked upon as insurmountable."
COMPO's plans for a production-

distribution-e.xhibition seminar are

scheduled to be discussed at the all-

industry organization's board meeting
here on Feb. 14-15. The date for the

seminar, if it is held, may be set for

late rather than early this year as a

result of the TOA round-table. TOA
made plans for its seminar too long
ago to abandon them at this time not-

withstanding the plans COMPO has,

it was indicated.

Other comments on the TOA con-
ference by producers follow

:

Kramer : "The need for exhibitors

and producers to discuss mutual prob-
lems is greater today than it ever has
been before. ... I heartily welcome
the conference."

Broidy : Industry progress in the
past year "to a large degree has been
a result of gatherings such as this

where honest and frank discussions

between exhibitors and distributors

have been held."

Zanuck : "There has long been e

crying need for the exhibitor and the

producer of motion pictures to come
together in goodwill and try to recon-
cile the differences in viewpoint and
interests that have been creating a
widening gulf between them."
Yates : "At this time, when the in-

dustry is faced with many vexing
problems, there could be a no more
welcome meeting than the one TOA
has so judiciously scheduled."

Schary : "Our meeting Jan. 30,

am sure, will further cement our
pleasant association."

Warner : "The TOA meeting i-

Los Angeles is another advance in the
relationship between exhibition and
production."

Perlberg : "An occasion such as
this fills a long-felt need. ... It

should allow us—creative producers

—

to explain our attitudes and prob-
lems."

MGM Takes 3 More Bids
M-G-M has accepted bids for "Quo

Vadis" for openings in three more
cities : in .Salt Lake at the Uptown on
Feb. 26, at RKO's Albee in Cincin-
nati on March 4, and at the Mastbaum
in Philadelphia on Feb. 7.

Meanwhile, at Loew's Warfield in

San Francisco it has broken a 30-year
record, both in the number of weeks
the picture is playing and the box-
office figure. The ninth week gross
was $18,500.

NPA Cuts Asbestos
For Theatre Curtains
Washington, Jan. 23.—The

National Production Author-
ity has issued an order
limiting the use of asbestos
fibre in theatre safety cur-
tains. The order provides that
manufacturers cannot use
more than 50 per cent of the
amounts used in an average
1948-1950 month.

Krim to Coast on
U.A. Deals Today

Arthur Krim, United Artists presi-

dent, will leave here for the Coast
today for an extended visit during
which he will work on new product
deals for the company.

Robert Benjamin, U. A. partner,

who was scheduled to leave with
Krim, has postponed his departure for
the Coast indefinitely, and Max E.
Youngstein, U. A. vice-president, also
scheduled to leave for the Coast today,
has postponed his departure until late

next week.
U. A. officials yesterday discounted

published reports that a rapproche-
ment between U. A. and Louis B.
Mayer would be effected during
Krim's visit to the Coast. There have
been no new developments in that sit-

uation since last fall, at which time, as
now, they were limited to the field of

rumor. Further substantiating this

viewpoint, Matthew J. Fox, U. A. part-
ner, who probably would participate
in any negotiations which might arise
with Mayer, left the Coast last night
for New York.

Draft Johnston
(Continued from page 1)

to under-developed nations. His pre-

vious government stint was 10 months
as Economic Stabilization Administra-
tor, a post he relinquished just a few
weeks ago.

Johnston told a press conference

today that "it was nothing that I per-

sonally sought or desired" and that

when it was first put to him, "I felt I

couldn't do it." He took the matter

up with the company presidents when
he met with them in Florida, however,
he said, and they were "unanimous in

their insistence that I take it."

The new assignment, which is with-

out financial compensation, will re-

quire about five per cent of his time,

said Johnston, adding that it will not

interfere with his plans to spend a

"great deal" of time in both New
York and Hollywood. He added that

he will go to Hollywood the last of

this month for a "considerable stay" as

it has been a full year since he had
been there.

Gell to Make Eight
For Screencraft
London, Jan. 23.—W. J. Gell, chair-

man of Monarch Films, said he has
completed arrangements with Jack S.

Berkson of Screencraft Pictures, New
York, for the production of eight fea-

tures here. Budgets will be on a SO-

SO basis with the American contribu-
tion to be paid in dollars here.

Gell asserts he will be in sole charge
of production, but that stories will be

approved in advance by Screencraft.

Showmen
(Continued from page 1)

the Republic exchange. The following
weeks' assignments have been volun-
teered by Col. H. A. Cole, co-chairman
of Texas COMPO and chairman of
the board of Allied of Texas: Phil
Isley, Isley Theatres; H. J. Griffith,

Griffith Theatre Enterprises
;

Julius
Gordon, president of Jefferson Amuse-
ment Co. ; Ed Rowley, president of

Rowley United Theatres
; Johnny

Long, J. G. Long Theatres ; Robert
Euler, general manager of Tri State
Theatres

;
Henry Hall, Rubin Frels,

Henry Reeves, Wallace Blankenship
and Mart Cole.

Ezell was named chairman of this

special activity which will serve to
further cement the motion picture in-

dustry in Texas into a cooperative
group exemplifying the finest attri-

butes of showmanship.

Extend Seminars
(Continued from page 1)

pany's belief that long-range planning
of campaigns, will do much to in-

crease attendance and offset other com-
petition in the entertainment field.

Meetings in the principal territories

will have as their objective the in-

spiration of showmen to set their the-
atre personnel to work early in order
to make the most of their advertising,
publicity and exploitation buildups.

Einfeld to Leave for the Coast

Charles Einfeld, vice-president of
20th Century-Fox, is slated to leave
for the West Coast over the weekend
to confer with vice-president Darryl
F. Zanuck and studio publicity chief
Harry Brand on merchandising plans
for the company's 1952 line-up.

Two Trust Suits
(Continued from page 1)

Operating ' Corp., Terrace Theatre
Corp., and Harold W. Freedman,
claims damages totaling $2,977,476,
for alleged losses sustained by the
Terrace Theatre between 1925 and
1948 in consequence of deprivation of
second-run product.
The other, which also names as de-

fendants the Yonkers Operating Corp.,
Straham Corp., Central Amusement
Corp., Yonkers, Inc., and Yonkers
Theatre Corp., was filed by Yonkers
Kent Corp. and Rojay Holding Corp.
Total damages sought are $1,044,985,
on the ground that the Kent Theatre,
formerly known as the Cameo, was
deprived of second-run product be-
tween 1940 and 1948.

The industry anti-trust suit, other-
wise known as U. S. Versus Para-
mount, was cited in both complaints.

Painters Will Ignore
Charter Revocation
Hollywood, Jan. 23.—The Interna-

tional Brotherhood of Painters, Deco-
rators, Paperhangers and Joiners' noti-

fication to Painters Local No. 644 that

its charter has been revoked will be
disregarded, the local's business agent,
Herbert K. Sorrell, has declared.

Revocation reportedly was due to
the 300-member local refusing to obey
the International's order to oust Sor-
rell who, backed by the local, led the
Conference of Studio Unions in the
1945-46 studio strikes.
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Raibourn Again Says

DuMont Was Not

'Serious' in Offer

Washington, Jan. 23.—Under
cross-examination by Federal Com-
munications Commission attorneys,

Paul Raibourn today repeated his con-

tention that Allen B. DuMont Labora-

tories had never made a "serious"

offer of $12,000,000 for DuMont stock

held by Paramount Pictures, Inc.

Raibourn, vice-president of Para-

mount, treasurer of DuMont and a

member of the board of both corpora-

tions, concluded, at the end of two

days' appearance, his testimony on the

question of Paramount's control of

DuMont. His testimony conflicted with

that given previouslv by DuMont pres-

ident Allen B. DuMont, who de-

clared that his company had made
such an offer.

Expect Recess Until Feb. 4

The hearing is expected to recess

tomorrow until Feb. 4, when it will

resume to go into the proposed mer-

ger between United Paramount The-
atres, Inc., and the American Broad-

casting Co., as well as into the ques-

tion of whether either Paramount
company or any of their subsidiaries

can own television stations in the light

of their anti-trust history.

Tomorrow's witnesses will be Ed-
win Falk, DuMont's New York at-

torney, and J. P. Murtagh, partner

in the law firm of Simpson, Thacher
and Bartlett. They are expected to

clear up conflicting testimony given

by Dr. DuMont and Raibourn on a

selling agreement which was reached

but not signed by the two men in

April, 1950.

Raibourn told FCC hearing exam-
iner Leo Resnick that the $12,000,-

000 offer "was not mentioned seri-

ously by any DuMont representative."

H« also declared^ that Paramount had
never said it was not interested in a

cash sale of its holdings, but that

"there were ways we would rather

sell than cash."

Asked by FCC attorney Frederick
Ford to estimate the current market
value of Paramount's DuMont hold-

ings, Raibourn put it at "in excess of

$10,000,000," but declined to be more
specific. He said the Paramount di-

rectors never discussed the amount of

cash for which they would sell the

DuMont stock and that he didn't

"think they will until they get an offer

which will make it necessary for them
to do so."

At Yesterday's Hearing

.At yesterday's hearing Raibourn de-

scribed negotiations which DuMont
initiated in latel949 for the purcliase

of the Paramount stock by DuMont
for $10,000,000. The negotiations were
dropped, Raibourn declared, because
"Dr. DuMont contemplated consider-
able expansion of his television set

business and was unwilling to commit
his company to that amount of money
to purchase the stock. He felt that it

wauld hamper the growth of the com-
pany."

Raibourn maintained that Para-
mount could have assumed control of
the DuMont company at any time since
its original $164,000 investment in

1938 by buying more stock. Para-
mount refrained from doing so, how-
ever, he said, because its original pol-
icy in regard to the DuMont company
was to leave Dr. DuMont in control
of the firm. Questioned about Du-

Set NPA Meet

On Color TV
Washington, Jan. 23.—Separate

conferences on the National Produc-
tion Authority's ban on the manufac-
ture of color television sets are slated

in the near future between NPA offi-

cials and theatre representatives and
manufacturers of home TV sets.

An NPA spokesman while rejecting

the industry's bid that large-screen

television should not be under the ban
said that he was sure the agency
would take some action on the letters

of the Motion Picture Association of

America, the Theatre Owners of

America and the National Exhibitors
Theatre Television Committee. The
letters sought to lift the ban on color

theatre TV. The industry meeting
probably will come after Feb. 8, when
an NPA meet with manufacturers is

slated.

Indications were that Paramount's
subsidiary Chromatic Television, Inc.,

would bring up at the Feb. 8 meeting
the question of whether its tri-color

tube is banned under the M-90 order.

NPA says the tube is not banned in

black and white sets but is ruled out
for use in color sets.

Describe Tri-Art at
SMPTE Meet Here
A description of Tri-Art's high-

speed combination 35mm.-16mm. proc-
essing machine for color negative and
color negative and color positive

films was highlighted last night in an
address by John G. Stott, vice-presi-

dent of the Tri-Art Color Corp., be-

fore a meeting here of the Atlantic

Coast Section of the Society of Mo-
tion Picture and Television Engineers.

Klein Joins New
Circuit as Booker
The appointment of Harold J. Klein

as film buyer and booker for the

George Schwartz-Jean Goldwurn cir-

cuit, which includes three theatres

here and one each in Chicago and
Philadelphia, was announced yester-

day. Klein resigned as film buyer and
general manager for J. J. Theatres to

take up his new affiliation.

Mont's proposal to reduce the number
of Paramount directors on the Du-
Mont board from three to one, Rai-
bourn replied that three can't do any
more than one in the way of control-

ling an eight-man board, but that three

are "smarter" than one.

It was his impression, Raibourn
said, that Dr. DuMont had always
controlled the board of directors, and
has "always operated the company
during the entire time I've been with
him." He explained that it was at

Paramounts' instigation that the num-
ber of Paramount directors on the
DuMont board had been reduced from
four to three, to make the representa-
tion on the board more proportionate,
after the company's outstanding A
stock had been increased.

He declared, however, that in 1950,

after the parent Paramount company
split into two new companies and the
value of Paramount Pictures' invest-

ment in DuMont became proportion-
ally greater, Paramount put its top
officers on the DuMont board because
they wanted "stronger representation"
because of the "value of their invest-

ment."

SIMPP Settles

For Five Permits

Under Spanish Pact

The Society of Independent Motion
Picture Producers has settled for a
guarantee of five import licenses un-
der the U. S. industry's agreement
with the Spanish government which
was signed in Madrid yesterday by
Stanton Griffis, retiring U. S. Ambas-
sador to Spain, and Spanish govern-
ment officials.

The one-year agreement, which will

go into effect on March 1, allocates

60 permits to the Motion Picture As-
sociation of America member compa-
nies, and 15 others which will be di-

vided among United Artists, Republic
and Monogram. The permits for the

MPAA will be acquired directly from
the Spanish government, while all

others will be issued by Spanish film

importing firms, according to export
officials here.

In addition to the five licenses

which will go to SIMPP producers,
and the 15 which will be allocated to

UA, Republic and Monogram, there

are 20 more licenses which also will

be channelled through Spanish import-
ers. These may be "dipped into" by
any and all U. S. prdoucers, including

MPAA member companies. Hence, a
total of 100 import permits are guar-
anteed to American distributors. An-
other 35, acquired and paid for prior

to the signing of the pact, may be
used also during the year.

The negotiations leading up to the

pact were started some five months
ago by John G. McCarthy, MPAA in-

ternational department chief. The new
pact replaces "the cumbersome and
costly system heretofore in effect" and
under which only 78 licenses were
issued to U. S. films last year.

Herzog Is Named
Cinecolor Head

Karl Herzog was elected president
of Cinecolor Corp. at a meeting of the
board of directors here, replacing

John D. Kerr who resigned recently
from the board and the presidency.
Herzog, who has returned to the
Coast, continues as treasurer of the
company and a member of the board
of the parent company and of its sub-
sidiary, Cinecolor Realty Corp., as

well as representative of Cinecolor,
Ltd., of Great Britain.

Edwin Van Pelt of the Chemical
Bank and Trust Co. and Murray Mc-
Connel, both of New York, were
elected to fill two of the board vacan-
cies created by the resignations of

Kerr, Francis Hann and Maxwell C.
King. The third vacancy will be filled

on the Coast.

William Goetz Hits
Hollywood Critics
Portland, Ore., Jan. 23.—Reckless

criticism of Hollywood was blasted
here tonight by Universal production
head William Goetz at a banquet held
at the Masonic Temple in connection
with a celebration on the occasion of

the world premiere of U-I's "Bend
of the River" at the Broadway The-
atre.

Goetz declared, "The motion picture

industry is the only industry which
consistently contributes its talent,

money and facilities to every worth-

Col. Meet
Into 2nd Day

Columbia yesterday began the last

of a series of four sales meetings at
the Warwick Hotel here with home
office executives, division and branch
managers in attendance. The meetings
will run for three days.
Representing the home office at the

gatherings are general sales manager
A. Montague ; assistant sales manager
Rube Jackter ; Louis Astor, Louis
Weinberg and Irving Wormser, circuit
sales executives

;
George Josephs, as-

sistant to Montague ; and Maurice
Grad, short subject sales manager.

Delegates from the field are I. H.
Rogovin, New England division man-
ager ; Harry Weiner, division mana-
ger for Southern New Jersey and
Eastern Pennsylvania ; Lester Wur-
tele, Philadelphia branch manager

;

Jim Eater, Buffalo; Tom O'Brien,
Boston; Walter Silverman, New
Haven; Charles Dortic, Albany, and
Ben Lourie, Chicago.

SEP Cites Drop in

Theatre Attendance

As in the first installment a week
ago, of the Saturday Ei'cning Post's
current three-part series on "Holly-
vvood vs. Television," the most objec-
tionable fodder for the second install-

ment is provided by a part of the film
industry.

Milton MacKaye, author of the se-

ries, concludes the installment which
went on sale yesterday with figures
credited to the Southern California
Theatre Owners Association, an affili-

ate of Theatre Owners of America,
which purport to show that the at-
tendance habits of theatre-goers in

that section dropped from 3.2 times
a month, two years ago, to 1.3 times
a month last spring.

"It seems quite possible," MacKaye
writes, "that the very excellence of
Paramount's KTLA (Los Angeles
television station ) may have some-
thing to do with the emptiness of the
theatres that Paramount Pictures
seeks to serve."

What many in the industry regard-
ed as the most injurious part of the
initial installment last week was the
forecast by Charles Skouras, TOA
board chairman, that television ulti-

mately will close 50 per cent of the
nation's theatres. S. K.

while cause without any profit what-
soever to itself.

"In fact, Hollywood has become so
generous in its contributions to all

deserving causes, that these contribu-
tions have come to be taken for grant-
ed and are completely overlooked by
those who seek to condemn Holly-
wood and its workers on the slightest

provocation," said Goetz.
Thousands of visitors from the

Northwest and press and magazine
correspondents from every section of
the country took part in a two-day
"Covered Wagon Centennial" which
was climaxed with the premiere.

Senator Cites 'Bend'
Washington, Jan. 23. — Senator

Morse (R., Ore.) took the Senate
floor to praise Universal-Internation-
al's new film, "Bend of the River."
"The film tells about the movement of
pioneers into Oregon.
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MotionPictureDailyFeatureReviews
"This Woman Is Dangerous"
{Warner Brothers)

AS a taut gangster melodrama, "This Woman Is Dangerous" presents

symbols of good and evil in formula fashion. The cast is persuasive

and the action crisp, all of which should make it popular at the Ijox-office.

David Brian plays a polished but hardened gangster and Dennis Morgan is a

dedicated surgeon, with Joan Crawford wavering between them.

As the story opens, Miss Crawford, a member of a high-class gang,

learns that she is losing her eyesight. The one ray of hope is an operation

by brilliant surgeon Morgan. As Miss Crawford departs for Indianapolis'

for the operation, the F. B. I. picks up some clues and posts a watch over

lier as the best way to locate Brian.

The story, fashioned by Geoffrey Homes and George Worthing Yates, soon
develops into a romantic triangle as Morgan falls in love with Miss Crawford,

and Brian, learning of this, erupts into fury. Director Felix Feist has seen

to it that there is no lag in action as such factors are brought into> play while

police are setting up their net, the suspense over whether the optical operation

will be successful, and in general, the frenzied thrashing about of Brian.

The picture rolls to its conclusion with the main question being whether^

Miss Crawford will be regenerated under the guidance of Morgan, or whether

she will return to Brian. She chooses the former. As for Brian, he goes

gun-crazy and is brought to an ignominious end by the bullets of the police.

Others in the cast are Philip Carey, as the brother of Brian ; Mari Aldon,

as the former's wife ; and Richard Webb, as an F. B. I. man. Robert Sisk

produced. Running time, 100 minutes. General audience classification. Release

date, Feb. 9. Mandel Herbstman

"At Sword's Poinf
(RKO Pictures)

F^OR EVERY MINUTE of quiet conversation in "At Sword's Point" there

are 10 devoted to obstreperous action in the forms of swordplay, revelry,

horseback chases and other like diversions appropriate to the three sons and

a daughter of the Four Musketeers of old. It goes almost without saying

then that this Jerrold T. Brandt production, dressed in color by Technicolor
and flourishing the extravagant costumes of 17th century France, will com-
pletely satisfy the appetites of devotees of swashbuckling drama. With names
such as Cornel Wilde and Maureen O'Hara provided for the marquee, it seems
certain that the patronage for this offering will extend considerably beyond
merely the action fans. Hence, it appears to be a safe guess that gratifying

business will accompany the various runs of this brisk, though well-worn,

tale of heroism versus villainy.

The heroes are the sons of D'Artagnan (Wilde), Aramis (Dan O'Herlihy)
and Porthos (Alan Hale, Jr.). The heroine is the daughter of Athos (Miss
O'Hara) who accompanies the three young men on an expedition to rescue

the Queen of France and its people from the sinister machinations of the

power-greedy Due de Lavalle (Robert Douglas). The villainous Due is bent

on marrying the Queen's daughter (Nancy Gates) and disposing of young
Prince Louis (Peter Miles) so that France may be ruled with an iron hand.

Wilde and Miss O'Hara pause from time to time for love-making, but never

long enough to give their dueling equipment a real rest. (Yes, she too proves

to be no mean hand at wielding a sword!)
The acting is broad, the action fast and the direction by Lewis Allen nicely

measured to the screenplay by Walter Ferris and Joseph Hoffman. Also in

the supporting cast are Gladys Cooper, June Clayworth, Blanche Yurka,
Edmond Breon, and others. Running time, 81 minutes. General audieilce

classification. For February release. Chaeles L. Franke

'Tor Men Only"
( Lippcrt Pictures) Hollyxvood, Jan. 22

LJPPERT has a very good production in this one, lively and entertaining,

woven around a tale about Iiazing as practiced at many schools and.

colleges, sometimes with disastrous results, as it does in this production, with
the death of a student.

The story is quite factual and it is ably presented by Paul Henreid, who
produced, directed and enacted the principal part, capably aided by players
Margaret Field, Robert Sherman, Russell Johnson, Kathleen Hughes, Vera
Miles, James Dobson, Douglas Kennedy, Robert Carson, Virginia Mullen,
Steven Clark, Chris Drake, Bob Chapman, C. Z. Whitehead, Arthur Marshall
and Frank Mathias. They work from a screenplay written by Leo Morheim,
who also wrote the original story, with Herbert Margolies.

The narrative in setting forth some tragic aspects of hazing, links them
with the inhibitive influence upon college authorities of their dependence on
financial donors.

ilenreid is a i)rofessor at Wake College who, after the death of the hazed
student, launches a campaign to get hazing banned. The college executives

and faculty, although sympathetic to his cause, withhold their support out of

fear of financial reprisal, but he persists. To discredit him personally, the

fraternity leader persuades a co-ed to bring charges of attempted misconduct
against Henreid, and he is dropj/ed from the faculty. It is not until

Henreid has created a situaticjn in which the fraternity leader, fearing he is

about to be exposed, confesses his perfidious activities in the unknown
presence of the college president, that the professor is cleared and reinstated,

and hazing is banned.

The picture brings to the screen a large number of those "new faces"

which exhibitors have been saying they want and need.

Running time, 93 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

Jan. 15.

''Invitation'*
(Metro-Goldivyn-Mayer)
PATRONS who are lured out of their homes only by adult themes that

are realistically treated will find highly satisfying entertainment in

"Invitation." This story of a woman whose blissful marriage must expire
within a year because she is suffering from a deadly heart condition is

'

treated without any trace of real heaviness or morbidity. Indeed, thanks to

director Gottfried Reinhardt's adroit hand, it proceeds with adventurousness
and fluidity. Exhibitors will find good marquee appeal in the cast that
includes Van Johnson, Dorothy McGuire, Ruth Roman and Louis Calhern.
The overall production effect is one of polish and resourcefulness.

Miss McGuire plays the malady-ridden daughter of wealthy Calhern who
sits in the sidelines and watches with secret envy as friends indulge in healthy
outdoor sports. One day she is filled with esctacy and surprise as she is

asked for her hand in marriage by Johnson who presumably was attached
to Miss Roman. She marries him and goes on to have a wonderful honey-
moon. Presently Miss McGuire begins to learn from innuendos stemming
from Miss Roman that Johnson married her only because of a financial
agreement with her father. This knowledge brings her close to a breakdown.
Fortunately Johnson has fallen deeply in love with her and finally is able to
prove this to her satisfaction. Also, as another bright ray in the screenplay
by Paul Osborn, the picture ends with the possibility of Miss McGuire going
on to live out her life in full health as a result of a forthcoming operation.
The filtn was based on a story by Jerome Weidmaii and is studded with
lavish scenic touches which add to its stature. Lawrence Weingarten
produced.
Running time, 85 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

Feb. 1; M. Herbs™an

"Red Skies of Montana"
(2Qth Century-Fox)

AN outdoor action drama highlighting the activities of the "smoke
jumpers" of the U. S. Forest Service is presented in this 20th Century-

Fox production. "Red Skies of Montana," starring Richard Widmark, should
find a good market amongi action fans.

The color by Technicolor enhances hair-raising fire-fighting episodes, one
of the most exciting of which is a scene of a forest fire efigulfing a group of

"smoke jumpers," the men who parachute from planes to cbnjbat the flames.

The story, which follows the pattern of many action filrtls,* finds Widmark
in conflict with himself and his co-foresters when he JtlOne of his crew
escapes unscathed from a murderous fire. Widmark claitns that he had
blacked out, at the zenith of the horrible blaze. The doubt of his courage
is not only felt by himself but by the son of one of his crewmen, Jeffrey
Hunter. A nerve-racking duel, which finally turns to violence, is fought
between the two principals' before Widmark is vindicated.

Love-interest, kept at a minimum, is supplied by Constance Smith, Wid-
mark's wife.

Others in the cast include Richard Boone, Warren Stevens, James Griffith,

Joe Sawyer, Gregory Wolcott and Richard Crenna. Produced by Samuel G.
Engel, the film was directed by Joseph M. Newman from a screenplay by
Harry Kleiner, based o;n a, story by Art Cohn.
Running time, 98 minutes. General audience classification. For February

release. . Murray Horowitz

"Cry the Beloved Country"
(Zoltan Korda—Lopert Films) ml

THE cycle of "Cry the Beloved Country" from novel to' 'play is now com-
pleted with a fine motion picture production, Alan Paton's screen

adaptation of his popular story about the problems confronting whites and
Negroes in South Africa 'had its American premiere at the Bijou Theatre
here last night. This story of a Negro preacher's search 'iftf his errant son
is told with great sensitivity and is almost Biblical in quality. The dis-

criminating film-goer will find jt extremely gratifying entertainment.

Canada Lee, as the preacher, turns in a masterly portrayal that spans a

wide range of emotions. Indeed, performances all around are on a high
level. Charles Carson plays the wealthy white man whose son was killed by
Lee's son in a holdup

;
Sidney Poitier plays the part of another preacher,

and Lionel Ngakane is the wayward son. Wisely, much of the picture was
photographed in South Africa, thus adding a touch of visual authenticity to

its social realism.

Against the background of the story are painted the conditions of life in

South Africa and some of it is not morally uplifting. There is considerable

pathos in Lee's long search , for his son and, upon finding him, learning of

the murder. Equally touching is the deep friendship which finally develops

between the father of the murdered boy and Lee, as though through mutual
tragedy, both learn the meaning of kindness and understanding.

Regrettably, the picture does not have the musical scores which made the

Broadway play, "Lost in the Stars," so hauntingly beautiful.

A Zoltan Korda-Alan Paton production, presented by London Films, it

was produced and directed by Korda.

The picture should do very well! in art houses, and the high critical praise

it will very likely get from Metropolitan papers reviewers can be a good
factor in promotion and exploitatic^n. Because of its theme of race problems,

it seems headed for objections in c'ertain sections of the country.

Running time, 105 minutes. Adult audience classification. Release date,

Feb. 22.
I

,

M. Herbstman
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Insider

Outlook
By RED KANN

IF this turns out to be news to

Al Lichtman and Charlie Ein-

feld, they're very welcome to it.

Perhaps the most sweeping reac-

tion of all to 20th Century-Fox's

merchandising seminar Tuesday
came from a very well-known ex-

ecutive whose chief interest is in

exhibition but whose activities are

competitive in production and dis-

tribution as well. He remarked

:

"It was interesting and instruc-

tive, very worthwhile. In fact, it

was terrific. I hope my own com-
pany recognizes the wisdom of fol-

lowing suit."

A self-propelled prowl, suggested

by nobody and nothing beyond a

reportorial urge to learn what
others thought, found agreement
was general and in wholesale. The
exhibitors who assembled to hear

and to see how 20th-Fox was or-

ganizing its merchandising ap-

proaches to the next six months'

product were interested. They
liked what they were told. They
were impressed with the thorough-
ness with which various avenues of

advertising and exploitation had
been investigated and the imagina-
tion which set out to capture the

possibilities of the approaches.

They reacted warmly to the think-

ing behind what they heard, which
was to give them—the customers

—

first-hand information about the

product coming their way between
now and June. Not when playdates

are snapping at their heels, but

weeks in advance so that enterprise

in showmanship can do something
with the opportunity.

"At least, they know we're alive

and are telling us what they are

doing," a substantial cross-section

of exhibition opinion agreed.

"At least, we're trying," re-

marked Lichtman privately after

the meeting.

He was being unduly modest. It

was better than just a try. The
round of applause rolling out at

the conclusion reflected genuine en-

thusiasm and appreciation for a

plan well conceived and beautifully

executed by a fast-stepping and
fast-thinking staff, obviously aware
of its responsibility and ready to

acquit its assignment.

Sen. Johnson

Demands End
Of Color Ban
Washington, Jan. 24.—Senate

Commerce Committee chairman Ed
Johnson today raised his powerful
voice in a strong attack on the
National Production Authority's color

television ban.

He declared the NPA order No.
M-90 was "just another unwarranted
crippling blow aimed directly and spe-
cifically at color television." In a let-

ter to Defense Mobilizer Charles E.
Wilson, Johnson pointed out that the

NPA limits the amounts of materials
going to set manufacturers anyhow.
"What difference is there to the de-
fense effort," he demanded, "once you
have made the allocation of the ma-
terials, as to whether or not the ma-
terials are used for black and white,
or color. This order is an attempt to

regulate the end product."

Johnson pointed out that the Com-
merce Committee "has followed and
nursed color television development

(Continued on page 6)

MorePara.-DuMont

Witnesses Differ

On Stock Disposal

Washington, Jan. 24.—Differing
versions of why Dr. Allen B. Du-
Mont refused to sign an April, 1950,
agreement for the disposition of Para-
mount Pictures' stock in his company
were given today by DuMont's New
York counsel, Edwin A. Falk, and by
J. P. Murtagh, a Paramount attor-
ney who worked on the agreement.
The two testified on the final day of

the Federal Communications Com-
mission hearing which has been going
into the question of Paramount's con-

(Continucd on page 6)

Company Presidents

To Hear TV Report

A progress report on the prepara-
tion of the industry's brief for the
allocation of frequencies to theatre

television will be rendered Tuesday
at a meeting of the executive com-
mittee of the Motion Picture Associa-
tion of America here.

Company presidents, in addition, are
expected to take up the selection of

studio witnesses to appear on behalf of

the industry's bid to the Federal Com-
(Continued on page 6)

COMPO Board Meet
Put Off to Feb. 20

The annual meeting of the
Council of Motion Picture Or-
ganizations executive board
and board of directors has
been postponed from Feb. 14-

15 to Feb. 20-21, for the con-
venience of members from
distant po'nts who have plan-
ned to attend the Feb. 25
hearing in Washington before
the Federal Communications
Commission on the allocation
of theatre TV channels.
The COMPO meeting will

feature an election of officers
and discussion of industry
public relations plans. It will
be held at New York's Hotel
Astor.

Set $150,000 Goal

For Industry in

Brotherhood Drive

An expanded goal of $150,000 in
contributions to the National Confer-
ence of Christians and Jews from the
motion picture industry was disclosed
here yesterday by Henry A. Linet,
publicity chairman for the industry's
participation in the 1952 Brotherhood
Week observance, Feb. 17-24.
George P. Skouras is general

chairman for the industry campaign.
His ideas for giving added meaning to
Brotherhood Week were described to
industry committeemen and trade
press representatives at a luncheon
at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel here
yesterday. Trade press cooperation
for the campaign was petitioned.

Stressing that there is really only
one gilt-edged security in the invest-

(Continued on page 3)

Reagan to Preside at

MGM Sales Meeting

Charles M. Reagan, M-G-M vice-
president and general sales manager,
will head a home office contingent
leaving here Sunday for Chicago to
attend a two-day sales conference of
divisional heads which will get under
way at the Ambassador East Hotel
on Monday. With him will be Ed-
ward M. Saunders, assistant general
sales manager

; John P. Byrne, East-
ern sales head, and H. M. Richey, ex-
hibitor relations head.

.A.lso to be on hand for the sessions
will be John J. Maloney, Central sales
head, from Pittsburgh

; Rudy Ber-
ger. Southern, Washington; Burtus

{Continued on page 3)

South Lists 9

Trade Issues

For TOA Meet
Martin to Tafce Problems
To Coast Board Parley

_

Atl.^nta, Jan. 24.—E. D. Mar-
tin, chairman of the Theatre Own-
ers of America's eight-state South-
eastern regional organization, was
instructed at today's meeting here of
the regional's leaders to take up with
the TOA board nine trade relations
issues that have been troubling ex-
hibitors of the area.

The issues, which Martin will
present in person to the TOA
board meeting in Los Angeles
next Monday - through - Thurs-
day, are: (1) arbitration, (2)
forcing of advanced admission
prices through unreasonable
percentages and subterfuge, (3)
print shortages, (4) clearances,
(5) development of new stars,
(6) forced selling of pictures,

[Continued on page 6)

Philadelphia Next
On 20th'Fox Series

Of Regional Meets

First of the regional exhibitors'
seminars and merchandising meetings
to he held around the country by 20th
Century-Fox will take place next
Thursday at the Erlanger Theatre
in Philadelphia.

Plans for the Philadelphia session
were set up here yesterday in con-
ferences between director of distribu-
tion Al Lichtman, vice-president
Charles Einfeld, executive assistant
sales manager W. C. Gehring, Glenn
N orris, Atlantic division manager and

(Con finned on page 3)

Consider Drive-in

'Co-op' Promotion

Albany, N. Y., Jan. 24.—A pro-
posal that all New York State drive-
ins join in a cooperative institutional
advertising campaign for the opening
of the 1952 season will be advanced
at an Albany Theatre Owners of
America drive-in section meeting
scheduled for a date here within the
next two weeks. In revealing the
plan, temporary chairman Harry La-
mont said he would like to have "the

(Continued on page 3)
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UA to Release Personal Mention
5 in March
United Artists will release five fea-

tures during March, William J.

Heineman, UA sales vice-president,

reported here.

The national release of S. P. Ea-

gle's "The African Queen," which was
directed by John Huston, on March
21, will highlight the month. The
other films include Alexander Paal's

"A Tale of Five Women," on March
7 : the King Brothers' "Mutiny" on

March 14, with color in Technicolor:

the National Film Board of Canada's

"Royal Journey" in the new Eastman
negative-positive color process, also

on March 14, and Franz and Edgar
Eichorn's "Strange World," on March
28.

RKO to Distribute
Israeli-Made Film
"The Faithful City," Israeli-pro-

duced film in English, will be released

in the Western Hemisphere by RKO
Radio, Ned E. Depinet, president, has

announced.
The deal was negotiated between

Robert Mochrie, RKO Radio sales

vice-president, and Leonard Gruen-
berg, Aletropolitan district manager,
with M. Yona Friedman representing

the Moledeth Film Co. of Israel.

Producer-director of "The Faithful

City," Josef Leytes also participated

in the conferences and has been meet-
ing with S. Barret McCormick, RKO
Radio director of advertising, and
Don Prince, Eastern publicity direc-

tor, on campaign plans.

Phillips Files $750,000
Suit Against Majors

Chicago, Jan. 24.—George Phillips,

owner of the Howard and Harding
Theatres which he leases to Balaban
and Katz, has filed an anti-trust suit

in Federal District Court here asking

$600,(X)0 damages on the Harding and
$150,00(3 on the Howard (both after

trebling) for an alleged conspiracy

on the part of Warner Brothers
Theatres and the major film com-
panies, excepting Universal, Columbia
and United Artists, to hold the two
theatres to the showing of films which
reduced his return on percentage

leases in the theatres.

MlnellVs 'American' Cited
Hollywood, Jan. 24.—The Screen

Directors Guild has announced that

Vincente Minelli is the winner of the

"achievement award" for his direction

of "An American in Paris," named
the best-directed picture released in

the third fjuarter of 1951.

Dowden to Assist Brien
Edward C. Dowden, Jr. has been

named assistant to Lige Brien, United
Artists director of promotion and spe-

cial events. For a number of years

Dowden was associated with the

March of Dimes in publicity posts and
also served with Eagle-Lion and the

J. Arthur Rank Organization.

HENRY GINSBERG, accom-
panied by Mrs. Ginsberg, is due

here from the Coast Sunday for an

extended visit.

•

Leo F. Samuels, Walt Disney's
Eastern sales representative ; Card
Walker, studio publicity head, and
Charles Levy, Eastern publicity rep-

resentative, joined Terry Turner,
RKO Radio exploitation director in

Boston last night from New York.
•

George Skouras, head of Skouras
Theatres and United Artists Theatre
Circuit, became a grandfather Wed-
nesday night with the birth of a son, to

be named Martin Eisenhower, to

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Sweeney. The
new mother is Skouras's daughter.

•

John J. Dervin, Stratford Pic-

tures' sales manager, left here yes-

terday on a Midwestern trip and will

return to New York next Wednesday.
•

Anne Harkavy, formerly associ-

ated with Edward Golden, is now
with London Films here.

See Monogram Week
Topping Last Year's
Hollywood, Jan. 24. — Monogram

vice-presidents Morey R. Goldstein

and Edward Morey will entrain to-

morrow following a week's conference
with president Steve Broidy and home
office executives Harold Mirisch and
G. Ralph Branton. Reports scanned
by executives showed a substantial in-

crease in bookings for Monogram
Week, Feb. 10-16, over first Mono-
gram Week observed a year ago.

Sullivan May Get Bid
For Kefauver Post
Washington, Jan. 24.—Charles G.

Neese, acting national chairman of the

Kefauver-for-President Club, said he
has recommended to Senator Kefauver
that Theatre Owners of America ex-
ecutive director Gael Sullivan be
brought into the Kefauver campaign,
if willing. Sullivan would presum-
ably get the post of Kefauver's cam-
paign manager.

Patterson Burial in

Arlington Today
Former Secretary of War Robert P.

Patterson, who was killed in Tues-
day's Elizabeth, N. J., plane crash,
will be buried this afternoon in Ar-
lington National Cemetery with full

military honors. The plane crash
occurred while Patterson was enroute
to New York from Bufifalo, where hi.

ajjpeared in court as attorney for
Schine Chain Theatres.

President Truman, Secretary of

State Dean Acheson, Secretary of

Defense Robert Lovett and other high
(jfficials will attend funeral services.

Douglas Bacon Dies
Hollywood, Jan. 24. — Douglas

Bacon, 43, art director for Warner
Brothers since 1950, and with the

studio since 1926, died in Glendale
Community Hospital here yesterday.

DAVID A. LIPTON, Universal
vice-president in charge of ad-

publicity, left here yesterday by plane
for the Coast.

•

Monroe W. Greenthal, head of the

advertising agency of the same name,
entered Madison Avenue Hospital
yesterday for an emergency appen-
dectomy.

•

Maurice N. Wolf, field assistant

to H. M. Rickey, M-G-M exhibitor

relations head, will speak before the

Sales Executive Club in Charlotte to-

day.

Lee Koken, RKO Theatres vend-
ing head, will leave here today fo:

New England on business and wi..

return Monday.
•

Roland Gammon, See magazine's
managing editor, arrived in Los An-
geles yesterday from New York.

•

John P. Byrne, M-G-M's Eastern
sales manager, is due back here tomor-
row from Boston.

Gulf Allied Forms
Arbitration Group
New Orleans, La., Jan. 24.—An

exhibitors' arbitration cormnittee com-
posed of representatives of Allied
Theatre Service and United Theatres
was formed at a Gulf States Allied
luncheon held here. It was planned
to invite other exhibitor representa-

tives and circuit operators to become
a part of this committee.

According to Abe Berenson, presi-

dent, this committee would in no way
interfere with nor afifect the present
national arbitration system sponsored
by National Allied. The main func-
tion of the local committee will be to

create better understanding between
competitive situations and eliminate
petty difi^erences for the mutual benefit

of any exhibitors who wish to avail

themselves of this committee's opera-
tion.

Bennett to Speak at
W, Pa, Allied Meet
Pittsburgh, Jan. 24.—Martin Ben-

nett, in charge of all RCA theatre TV
sales and installations, will be the
principal speaker at a Western Penn-
sylvania Allied meet here on Feb. 13.

Also, Morris Finkel, national director,
will report on the Feb. 4-6 national
Allied board meeting. All exhibitors
and theatre managers, regardless of
affiliation, are invited.

4-Theatre Opening
For 'Green Glove'
United Artists' "The Green Glove"

will have its world premiere in Los
Angeles on Feb. 1 in the Chinese, Los
Angeles, Uptown and Loyola theatres,
sparked by an expanded advertising
campaign set by Max Youngstein,
UA vice-president and an advance
premiere promotion conducted by
Mori Krushen, Bill Pierce, Charles
Leonard and Murray Lafayette.

Paramount
Meet Opens
A. W. Schwalberg, president of

Paramount Film Distributing Corp.,
opened the company's four-day sales
meeting in New York yesterday with
a discussion of plans for the indi-
vidual handling of 1952 product.
Some 50 managers of exchanges in

the Eastern, Southern and Mid-East-
ern divisions, special field representa-
tives, and home office officials, were
present at the session in the Hotel
Plaza.

The Paramount sales chief and
other top executives expanded on dis-

tribution policies and decisions put
'orth at the recent division managers'
meeting in New York.

Spanish Honors to

Stanton GrifHs
Stanton Griffis, United States Am-

bassador to Spain, who has resigned
his post, has been awarded one of
Spain's highest decorations by Gen-
eralissimo Francisco Franco— the
Knight of the Grand Cross of the
Distinguished Order of Charles HI,
according to dispatches from Madrid.
It was the first such honor accorded
an American Ambassador.

Albany TOA Meet Today
Albany, N. Y., Jan. 24.—A meet-

ing of the temporary board of direc-
tors of Albany Theatre Owners of
America will be held here tomorrow
afternoon, at which time two resolu-
tions forwarded from national TOA
will be considered and other matters
will be discussed. Additional direc-
tors may be named, temporary chair-
man Harry Lamont said.
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Francavilla Will Organize

Radio ' Video for lATSE
John J. Francavilla has resigned as president and business agent of

lATSE New York Laboratory Technicians Local No. 702, effective

Feb. \, to accept appointment as international organizer of the "lA's"

new radio-television division.

Established a year ago by Richard

F. Walsh, "lA" international presi-

dent, the radio-TV division has ad-

vanced considerably on a campaign to

organize all classifications of workers
in the field. Francavilla's appoint-

ment is understood to signal "lA" de-

termination to intensify its efforts in

organizing the field.

The laboratory local will give a

testimonial dinner to Francavilla at

the Hotel New Yorker here on Feb.

A heated contest is expected to de-

velop for the post Francavilla will

vacate. Among those who are expect-

ed to run for it are George Waugh,
the local's secretary-treasurer, Charles

Voepel of Paramount News' labor-

atory and \'era Dorey of DeLuxe
Laboratory.
Voepel attempted to oppose Franca-

villa in the last "702" election, but

was ruled ineligible for nomination on
a technicalitj^ He is said to be eligi-

ble for nomination this year.

Mayer, Battison
Elected by NTFC
Archie Mayer, president of Unity

Television, was elected chairman of

the board of the National Television

Film Council, and John Battison, tele-

vision consultant and producer, was
elected secretary, at the first meeting
of the new board.

The meeting was called by NTFC
president Melvin L. Gold of National

Screen Service, who announced that

the previously elected secretary, Bob
Paskow, asked to be relieved of office.

The next meeting of the Council will

be held on Jan. 30.

2 More Tents Elect
Officers for 1952
Two more Variety Clubs, Wiscon-

sin's Tent No. 14 and New England's
Tent No. 23, have elected officers for

1952.

The New England club's officers fol-

low : Chief barker, Walter Brown

;

first assistant chief barker, Alax Lev-
enson ; second assistant, Philip Smith

;

secretary, Michael Redstone, dough-
guy, Louis Richmond and William
Koster, executive director.

Tent No. 14's new officers are

:

Chief barker, Ray Trampe ; first as-

sistant, Samuel Kaufman ; second as-

sistant, Harry Alintz
;
property mas-

ter, William Pierce; dough guy, Har-
old Pearson. Board of directors are:
L. F. Gran, Gordon Hewitt, Oliver
Trampe, Howard Gleason, Alorey An-
derson, and Karl Kelly.

Charles Moss Heads
Boy Scouts Drive
Charles B. Moss, executive director

of B. S. AIoss Theatres, has accepted
the chairmanship of the amusement
division for the 1952 finance campaign
of the Greater New York Councils of
the Boy Scouts of America.

Walter Reade, Jr., president of
Walter Reade Tlieatres, is chairman
of the independent and circuit theatres
committee in the amusement division
and Charles J. Feldman, sales vice-
president of Universal, will be chair-
man of the producers and distributors
committee. Their campaign goal is

$2,000,000.

JVEWS
in Brief . . .

Hollywood, Jan. 24.—The Screen

Producers Guild approved, for submis-

sion to the full membership next Alon-

day night, a change in the by-laws

which would admit to membership,
previously restricted to non-executive

producers, studio production heads

who personally produce films.

•

Minneapolis, Jan. 24.— Ray B.

Lehrman, owner of the Northtown
Theatre here and former Columbia
booker, has formed Lehrman Allied

Theatres Booking and Buying Com-
bine. Headquarters will be at the

Northtown.
•

The Council of the Authors League
of America has passed a resolution

scoring "today's growing practice of

blacklisting" screen, radio and T\'
writers which, it declares, "constitutes

a basic threat to the entire body of

free American writing."
•

Although Screen Actors and Screen
Extras guilds will not be part of the

studies b}' the Universities of Califor-

nia and Cornell to determine the ad-

visability of a merger of Television

Authority's five labor unions and
guilds with TVA itself, the Coast tal-

ent unions have indicated they are

"vitally interested" in the studies and
will make their facilities available to

the universities' representatives, I. B.

Kornblum, TVA's West Coast attor-

ney, reported here.
•

Hollywood, Jan. 24.—The Legion of

Decency's condemnation of "Latuko,"
which opened at Fanchon-Alarco's
Hollywood Paramount theatre last

Friday, will not affect his plans for

the engagement, Harry Arthur said.

He states, however, that the picture's

place is in art theatres, to which status

he last week converted the Paramount.
The picture is being held over for

a second week.
Meanwhile, the attention of Catholic

pastors in the Los Angeles diocese has
been called to the "C" (condemned)
rating given the picture by the

Legion, through a message in the cur-

rent issue of "Tidings," diocesan pub-
lication, w'ritten by Archbishop J.

Francis A. Mclntyre.
•

Macy's February choice for the "film-

of-the-month," which like previous
choices will be heralded in large news-
paper advertisements, is 20th Century-
Fox's "Phone Call from A Stranger,"
Charles Einfeld, 20th-Fox vice-presi-

dent in charge of advertising, publicity

and exploitation, disclosed here.
•

Hollywood, Jan. 24.—The lATSE
has won a National Labor Relations
Board election as bargaining agent for

cartoonists employed by M-G-AI,
Walt Disney, Warners, Walter Lantz,

and United Productions. Cartoonists,

in voting, chose "lA" over the Screen
Cartoonists Guild.

•

London, Jan. 24.—Associated Brit-

ish Pictures Co. has declared an in-

terim ordinary dividend of seven and
one-half per cent, maintaining last

year's level.

•

Chic.^go, Jan. 24.—Oriental Thea-
tre, which will open "Quo Vadis"
here Feb. 14, will show the picture

on a continuous performance policy

with a top of $1.25, it was announced
today.

UK's Better Business
Drive Discontinued
London, Jan. 24.—Ralph S. Brom-

head will relinquish his duties as head
of the British film industry's Better

Business Campaign at the end of this

month. It is understood the organiza-

tion will be liquidated due to lack of

funds.

The Campaign was organized as a

British counterpart of the American
"Movies Are Better Than Ever" drive.

One of its contributions, the establish-

ment of a film trailer publicizing cur-

rent releases over B.B.C. television,

was just begun on Jan. 18 but will

continue. It is estimated 3,000,000 per-

sons saw the first film telecast.

Unions Hit Sale of
Warner's U,K, Studio
London, Jan. 24.—Opposition, par-

ticularly among studio unions, to the

projected sale by Warners of its Ted-
dington studios to the Hawker Air-

craft Co., has developed here.

Both Tom O'Brien of the National

.Association of Theatrical and Kine
Employes, and George Elvin, Asso-
ciation of Cine and Allied Technicians,

have protested to the Board of Trade,

Elvin suggesting that the Board pro-

hibit the sale, which has not yet been
completed.

Film Festival for
Chicago's Clark
Chicago, Jan. 24. — The Clark

Theatre in the Loop here will initiate

a "Film Festival'' on Feb. 15, to run
through Feb. 24, during which 30 of
Holl>-\vood's "most famous films" will

be shown on a double-feature basis,

it was announced here by Bruce Trinz,
general manager.
The Clark will maintain its around-

the-clock policy for the festival, with
the last show starting at 4 :00 A.M.
The bill will change daily in accord-
ance with the theatre's regular policy
and there will be no increase in prices.

Hendel to Manage for
UA in Pittsburgh
James Hendel has been appointed

branch manager for United Artists in

Pittsburgh, replacing Mannie Trau-
tenberg who has resigned to enter
another business, it was announced by
\Mniam J. Heineman, UA sales vice-

president in charge of distribution.

Universal Sets Dividend
Tlie board of directors of Universal

Pictures has declared a quarterly

dividend of $1.06 per share on the

4% per cent cumulative preferred

stock payable March 1 to stockholders

of record on Feb. 15.

NCCJ Goal
(Continued from page 1)

ment market today, one that has paid
dividends from the beginning of civil-

ization, the "Bond of Brotherhood,"
Linet called upon members of the in-

dustry to help market it. He pointed
out that past experience has indicated

that the money needed by NCCJ from
the motion picture industry comes
through three general sources and
disclosed that it is hoped to realize

$75,000 from the home office per-

sonnel of producing and distributing

companies ; not less than $50,000 from
theatres in the Greater New York
area and throughout the country in

view of Skouras' personal participa-
tion in this phase of the drive, and a
final $25,000 from the personnel of

distribution branch offices.

Linet disclosed that the publicity

committee this year will effect a sav-
ing of $15,000 in operating costs in

the campaign by doing away with the
customary press book and other
theatre accessories employed in the
past.

Among the NCCJ workers at the
luncheon were ; Ned E. Depinet,

J. Robert Rubin, Max E. Young-
stein, Si Seadler, L. E. Thompson,
Walton Ament and W. C. Gehring.

20th-Fox Seminars
{Continued from page 1)

Sam Diamond, Philadelphia branch
manager.
Nearly 1,000 exhibitor representa-

tives from the territory are expected.
Einfeld will take his department heads
and staff to Philadelphia on Thursday
to present the company's merchandis-
ing plans for the 1952 lineup.

In similar fashion to this week's
merchandising meeting in New York,
all exhibitors attending the meeting
will be supplied with working kits

of material for early launching of
campaign plans on the upcoming pic-

tures.

The decision to launch the first of

the sessions in Philadelphia next week
will postpone Einfeld's trip to the

Coast where he was scheduled to meet
with studio executives on Monday.

*Co-op' Promotion
(Continued from page 1)

whole countryside" covered with the
announcement : "Drive-ins are now
open."

The poster sheets would be institu-

tional in nature and advertising. No
particular drive-in could carry slogans
like "The Best in Entertainment"
and "No Parking Problem," Lamont
pointed out. He operates six drive-

ins upstate.

Lamont said that if 40 drive-ins of

the Albany exchange district would
join, he thought the cost of one sheets

"could be reduced from $16 or $17 to
$4." This would be done by the pur-
chase of lots of four or five thousand.
Lamont also visualizes the possible

use of two and three sheets.

Reagan to Chi.
(Continued from page 1)

Bishop, Jr., Midwestern, Chicago

;

John S. Allen, Southwestern, Dallas

;

George A. Hickey, Western, Los An-
geles.

The principal topic on the agenda ,•

will be "Quo Vadis," which has al-

ready been set in a number of cities

I for indefinite engagements.
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LAN dale!

ROMANCE IS RAMPANT
at the Roxy Theatre, New York, and

BUSINESS BETTER THAN IT HAS

BEEN IN A TWELVE-MONTH, as

"The Model and the Marriage Broker"

lines up the crowds— inside and out-

side the theatre — eager to see 20th

Century-Fox's gayest comedy!
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RUSSEKS, noted
New York Fifth Avenue
women's store, ran full

page advertisements

in all the newspapers,

tying in "The Model
and the Marriage
Broker" and the

dresses worn by
Jeanne Grain.
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TRADE SHOWINGS

of

ROAD AGENT"
ALBANY
Fox Scr. Rm. Wed.
1052 Broadway

ATLANTA
RKO Scr. Rm. Wed.
195 Luckie St. N.W.

BOSTON
RKO Scr. Rm. Wed.
122-28 Arlington St.

BUFF.ALO
Mo. Pic. Oper. Scr. Rm.
498 Pearl St. Wed.

CH.\RLOTTE
Fox Scr. Rm. Wed.
308 S. Church St.

CHICAGO
RKO Scr. Rm. Wed.
1300 S. Wabash Ave.

CINCINN.ATI
RKO Scr. Rm. Wed.
12 East 6th St.

CLEVELAND
Fox Scr. Rm. Wed.
2219 Payne .Ave.

DALLAS
Rep. Scr. Rm. Wed.
412 S. Harwood St.

DENVER
Para. Scr. Rm. Wed.
2100 Stout St.

DES MOINES
Fox Scr. Rm. Wed.
1300 High St.

DETROIT
Blumenthal's Scr. Rm.
2310 Cass Ave. Wed.

INDIANAPOLIS
Univ. Scr. Rm. Wed.
517 N. Illinois St.

KANSAS CITY
Para. Scr. Rm. Thurs.
1800 Wyandotte St.

LOS ANGELES
RKO Scr. Rm. Wed.
1980 S. Vermont Ave.

ME.MPHIS
Fox Scr. Rm. Wed.
151 Vance Ave.

MILWAUKEE
Warner Screen

Room Wed.
212 W. Wisconsin Ave.

MINNEAPOLIS
Fox Scr. Rm. Wed.
1015 Currie Ave.

NKW HAVEN
Fox Scr. Rm. Wed.
40 Whiting St.

NEW ORLEANS
Fox Scr. Rm. Wed.
200 S. Liberty St.

NEW YORK
RKO Scr. Rm. Wed.
630 Ninth Ave.

OKLAHOMA
Fox Scr. Rm. Wed.
10 N. Lee St.

OMAHA
Fox Scr. Rm. Wed.
1502 Davenport St.

PHILADELPHIA
RKO Scr. Rm. Wed.
250 No. 13th St.

PITTSBURGH
RKO Scr. Rm. Wed.
1809-13 Blvd. of Allies

PORTLAND
Star Scr. Rm. Wed.
925 .N.W. 19th Ave.

ST. LOUIS
RKO Scr. Rm. Wed.
3143 Olive St.

SALT LAKE CITY
Fox Scr. Rm. Wed.
216 E. 1st St. So.

SAN FRANCISCO
RKO Scr. Rm. Wed.
251 Hyde St.

SEATTLE
Jewel Box Scr. Rm.
2318 2nd Ave. Wed.

SIOUX FALLS
Hollyw'd Thea. Wed.
212 N. Philips Ave.

WASHI.NGTON
Film Center
Screen. Room Wed.
932 .New Jersey Ave.

2/6 12:00 Noon

2/6 10:30 A.M.

2/6 2:30 P.M.

2/6 3:30 P.M.

2/6 3:30 P.M.

2/6 11:00 A.M.

2/6 9:30 P.M.

2/6 10:30 A.M.

2/6 10:30 A.M.

2/6 3:30 P.M.

2/6 10:30 A.M.

2/6 10:30 A.M.

2/6 2:30 P.M.

2/7 2:30 P.M.

2/6 10:30 A.M.

2/6 2:30 P.M.

2/6 10:00 A.M.

2/6 10:30 A.M.

2/6 3 :30 P.M.

2/6 10:30 A.M.

2/6 11:00 A.M.

2/6 2:30 P.M.

2/6 10:.30A.M.

2/6 10:30 A.M.

2/6 2:30 P.M.

2/6 10:00 A.M.

2/6 10:00 A.M.

2/6 3:00 P.M.

2/6 10:30 A.M.

2/6 l:fKJ P.M.

2/6 9:00 A.M.

2/6 10:30 A.M.

Para.'DuMont Witnesses
{Continued from page 1)

trol of DuMoiit. Falk's testimony on
tliis point and others conflicted not
only with that of Murtagh, but also

w ith testimony given earlier this week
by Paul Raibourn, a director of both
companies. It bore out in part, how-
ever, statements made last week by
DuMont.
The hearing is scheduled to reopen

Feb. 4 to examine the proposed mer-
ger between United Paramount The-
atres and American Broadcasting Co.
and to settle the question of whether
either Paramount company or any of

their subsidiaries can own television

stations in view of the company's anti-

trust record.

Since the DuMont phase of the

hearing ran considerably longer than
anticipated, however, it is quite pos-

sible that the reopening date will be
postponed. When the hearing does re-

sume, Stanton Griffis, chairman of

Paramount Pictures' executive com-
mittee, will be one of the witnesses,

according to Paul A. Porter, counsel

for the company.
William A. Roberts, attorney for

DuMont, told FCC hearing examiner
Leo Resnick that he intended to make
a motion to the Commission asking
that DuMont be severed from the

hearing in order that the Commission
may act on the company's pending li-

censes for television stations. Com-
mission counsel Frederick Ford de-

clared that he would have to oppose
any such motion because he would not

now have time to prepare comments on
it. Roberts responded with the opin-

ion that having DuMont out of the

case would expedite the progress of

the hearing.

Today's witnesses, Falk and Mur-
tagh, were questioned closely by at-

torneys on two points which have been
the subject of conflicting testimony.
One point concerned DuMont's re-

ported cash offer of $12,000,000 for
Paramount's stock in the company.
The other dealt with an agreement
drawn up in April, 1950, for the dis-

position of the stock.

Under the terms of the agreement,
Paramount's B stock in DuMont
would be converted to A and would
then be offered to holders of Para-
mount stock who wished to exchange
it for DuMont stock, with a limit of

5,000 shares per holder. The agree-
ment also set down the number of

officers and directors Paramount could
elect in the DuMont company as the
number of shares held by Paramount
decreased.

Murtagh declared, as Raibourn had
on the stand, that at the last moment
DuMont would not sign, saying he had
been talking to his "banker friends,"

who could see no reason for disrupt-
ing the long-time DuMont-Paramount
arrangement.

Falk said DuMont would not sign

the agreement because under its terms
there was "no assurance that Para-
mount would be out" of the DuMont
company, but that Paramount felt "it

had to have this arrangement."
On the of¥er of $12,000,000 cash,

Murtagh declared that "a firm cash
offer never had been made to Para-
mount." Falk said he had "gotten the

impression" early in 1950 from Para-
mount's Edwin Weisl that Paramount
would sell the stock for $10,000,000
if DuMont could raise the money.

Sen. Johnson
{Continued from page 1)

through years of deadly struggle," and
warned that the Committee "will not,

without protest, idly stand by and see

it delayed arbitrarily and capricious-

ly." Johnson said he had "great

hopes" that Wilson would change the

policy.

Referring to the Oct. 25 television

industry conference, Johnson said

newspapers had quoted Wilson as

promising not to regulate end pro-
ducts. He said the press had reported
that Paramount Pictures president,

Barney Balaban had specifically quer-
ied Wilson on this point, asking
whether any company could not use
its allocation of materials for any pur-
pose it wanted so long as it kept
within the allocation, and that Wilson
had replied, "absolutely right."

It was apparent from this, Johnson
continued, that Chromatic Television
Laboratories or any other company
could manufacture color equipment so
long as additional materials over the
allocation were not required. He said

he approved of this position, and
wanted to know why Wilson had
changed.

Wilson Replies

In reply, Wilson said that the end
product limitation was ordered be-

cause television manufacturers feared
tliey might be accused of an illegal

conspiracy, violating the anti-trust

laws, if they all agreed voluntarily

not to produce color equipment. Re-
ferring to the mention of Chromatic,
which has been trying to get an NPA
okay for its Tricolor tube, Wilson
said that "in view of the fact that

there is misunderstanding on the part

Company Heads
(Continued from page 1)

munications Commission, hearings on
which begin Feb. 25. It is currently

felt that prominent producers should
outline some of their ideas on theatre

TV programming to strengthen the

industry's bid. The lead-off witness,

as reported previously, will be MPAA
president Eric Johnston.

of one company as to the nature of

the discussion at the Oct. 25 confer-

ence, and since the others of the in-

dustry have a natural and direct in-

terest in the problem," another meet-
ing would be held on Feb. 8 to dis-

cuss "whether or not M-90 embodies
the type of control most effective and
appropriate to accomplish the objec-

tives stated at the Oct. 25 conference,

and whether or not the order requires

clarification or amendment."

FCC Rejects 20th-Fox
Query on TV Frequencies

Washington, Jan. 24.—The Fed-
eral Communications Commission to-

day turned down a request by 20th
Century-Fox to include in the coming
theatre television hearings the ques-
tion of whether theatre TV might
share in frequencies now assigned to
industrial services.

To Screen 'Red Sky'
An invitational screening of "The

.Sky Is Red," Italian production to be
distributed here by Realart Film Ex-
change, of which Al Broder is head,

will be held at the Hotel Waldorf
Astoria Wednesday night, Jan. 30.

South Lists

(Continued from page 1)

(7) shortage of film salesmen in
some territories, (8) failure of
pressbooks to point up promo-
tions for small-town theatres,
and (9) grievances against Na-
tional Screen Service.

Twenty-two TOA leaders from
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, North and
South Carolina, Tennessee, Louisiana
and Mississippi attended the regional
parley which set up machinery for
the handling of exhibitor grievances
on local, state and regional levels, and
discussed plans for the holding of re-
gional grievance meetings three or
four times a year in Atlanta.

It was decided that delegates to

future Atlanta regional meetings will

act as an advisory coordinating group
in connection with the handling of

grievances.

Each unit within the regional will

be represented on this advisory unit

by its president and three other mem-
bers, plus four delegates-at-large.

Typical of the problems to be taken

up at future meetings are the nine

which Martin was instructed to pre-

sent to the TOA board.

Grievance panels will be set up in

each exchange center embraced by the

eight Southern states. Each panel will

consist of three regular exhibitor

members and two alternates. After
grievances against distributors are

heard by the local panels they will

be referred to a regional panel which
will consist of five members and five

alternates. Martin is expected to ap-

point the regional panel members fol-

lowing his return from next week's

TOA board parley on the Coast. He
presided at today's parley.

The extent to which national TOA
has increased its service to state and
regional units of the organization was
the subject of an address by Dick
Pitts, executive assistant to Gael Sul-

livan, TOA executive director, at to-

day's meeting.

Also present at the meeting were

:

J. H. Thompson, O. C. Lam, R. A.
Edmondson, C. L. Patrick, Roy Mar-
tin, and Fred Coleman, all of Georgia

;

Mack Jackson, J. H. Harrison, R. M.
Kennedy and A. D. Padget, all of Ala-
bama

; Jay Solomon, Tennessee ; D.
Garver, Hugh Martin, M. E. Hensler
and Bolivar Hyde, of Florida; A.
Fuller Sams, Worth Stewart, Terry
Reavis and M. Dilland, of North and
South Carolina ; Gaston L. Dureau,
Louisiana, and Lloyd L. Royal, Mis-
sissippi.

Wolfson Reaching Coast Tonight
For TOA Board Meet

Hollywood, Jan. 24. — Theatre
Owners of America president Mitch-
ell Wolfson is scheduled to arrive

here tomorrow night to join executive
director Gael Sullivan and board
chairman Charles Skouras in final

preparation of the agenda and pro-

gram for the four-day board of direc-

tors meeting Monday through Thurs-
day in National Theatres headquar-
ters assembly room. Rapidly assum-
ing standout proportions on the list

of events is the exhibition-production
seminar on Wednesday.

Delay Grainger Hearing
The hearing on E. C. Grainger's

petition in his contract dispute with

Shea Enterprises has been shifted

from yesterday to Jan. 31 in New
York Supreme Court.



i

AUDREY CARL I

Llongre
SmPiaytv KENNETH GAMEI and RICHARD SCHAYER- Produced by BERNARD SMALL-DM by RAY NAZARRO

An EDWARD SMALL Mucta

//OW BOOKING
FROM



FIDELITY PICTURES]
presents

MARliNE
DIETRIC

ARTHMR
KENltEDY

MEL
RRER

in

Color by

TECHNiCOLOIl
Produced by HOWARD WELSCH

Directed by FRITZ LANG f

;

J Screenplay by
DANIEL TARADASH

Distributed by
RKO Radio Pictures, Intc,

TRADE SHOWINGS
ALBANY
Fox Screening Room
1052 Broadway

ATLANTA
RKO Screening Room
195 Luckie St. N.W.

BOSTON
RKO Screening Room
122-28 Arlington St.

BUFFALO
Mo. Pic. Oper. Scr. Rm.
498 Pearl St.

CHARLOTTE
Pox Screening Room
308 S. Church St.

CHICAGO
RK(_) Screening Room
1.300 So. Wabash Ave.

CINCINNATI
RKO Screening Room
12 Past r,th St.

CLEVELAND
Fox Screening Room
2219 Payne Ave.

DALLAS
Republic Screening Room
412 South Harwood St.

DENVER
Paramount Screen. Rn
2100 Stout St.

DES MOINES
Fox Screening Room
1300 High St.

Wed. 2/6 2:00 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:30 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 10:30 A.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:00 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:00 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:00 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 8:00 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:30 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:3$ P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:00 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:(H) P.M.

DETROIT
Blumonthal's Scr. Rm.
2310 Cass Ave.

INDIANAPOLIS
Universal Screening Rm.
517 N. Illinois St.

KANSAS CITY
Paramount Screen. Rm.
1800 Wyandotts St.

LOS ANGELES
RKO Screening Room
1980 S. Vermont Ave.

MEMPHIS
Fox Screening Room
151 Vance Ave.

MILWAUKEE
Warner Screening Room
212 W. Wisconsin Ave.

MINNEAPOLIS
Fox Screening Room
1015 Currie Ave.

NEW HAVEN
Fox Screening Room
40 Whiting St.

NEW ORLEANS
Fox Screening Room
200 S. Liberty St.

NEW YORK
RKO 86th St. Theatre
129 East 86th St.

Wed. 2/6 2:30 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 1:00 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:30 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:00 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 12:15 Noon

Wed. 2/6 2:00 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 1:30 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:00 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 2/5 9:00 P.M.

OKLAHOMA
Fox Screening Room
10 North Lee St.

OMAHA
Fox Screening Room
1502 Davenport St.

PHILADELPHIA
RKO Screening Room
250 N. 13th St.

PITTSBURGH
RKO Screening Room
1809-13 Blvd. of Allies

PORTLAND
Star Screening Room
925 N.W. 19th Ave.

ST. LOUIS
RKO Screening Room
3143 Olive St.

SALT LAKE CITY
Fox Screening Room
216 East 1st St. South

SAN FRANCISCO
RKO Screening Room
251 Hyde St.

SEATTLE
Jewel Box Scr. Room
2318 Second Ave.

SIOUX FALLS
Hollywood Theatre
212 N. Philips Ave.

WASHINGTON
Film Center Scr. Room.
932 New Jersey Ave.

Wed. 2/6 10:30 A.M.

Wed. 2/6 1:00 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:30 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:30 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:30 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:30 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 1:30 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:30 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:00 P.M.

Wed. 2/6 10.00 A.M.

Wed. 2/6 2:00 P.M.
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Tradewise . .

.

By SHERWIN KANE

AScripps-H o w a r d Hollywood
columnist, name of Erskine

Johnson, did a piece for his papers

recently about some film folks he

said he had been talking to. Seems
he was told they feel television has

an unfair advantage over film pro-

ducers because more verbal smut

and exposed flesh can be put on the

home television screen than on the

neighborhood theatre screen. Those
Hollywood folks will be agitating

for a liberalized Production Code,

Johnson reported.

About the same time this intelli-

gence was being circulated, a tele-

vision station in the Midwest was
cancelling out its Arthur Godfrey

program because both the station

owners and many among its audi-

ence objected to the lack of re-

straint, good taste and moral

awareness permitted on television

and exemplified in some of God-
frey's programs.
The television industry itself was

seeking all the publicity it could

get for its adoption of a code of

good conduct, a code copied almost

word for word (but without credit)

from Hollywood's Production
Code

;
lacking only the means and

the will to enforce it.

In this office we were reading

the comments of television editors

and columnists of newspapers and
magazines in all parts of the coun-

try, who had mailed in ballots in

the annual Motion Picture Daily-
Fmie television poll. Hardly a one

failed to deplore the bad taste, ver-

bal and visual, displayed in every

variety of television program.

Many freely predicted Federal

Communications Commission ac-

tion and eventual Federal censor-

ship of television if the inevitable

clean-up does not occur soon and
from within the television industry.

Other editors commented hopefully

on the few evidences of improve-

ment they felt they had observed in

some television programs.
To responsible motion picture

men television's current experi-

ences are an old story. They can

tell you, for certain, what its end-

ing is.

Those who would have the mo-
tion picture industry re-live that

story, either were not around 30

years ago br they are interested not

in the industry but solely in the

quick buck to be picked up in

transit.

A.T.&T.Looms

As Opposer of

Licensing Bid
The American Telephone and

Telegraph Co. looms as one of the

key opponents to the industry's bid

before the forthcoming theatre TV
hearings of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, according to

sources now mapping the industry's

brief for presentation on Feb. 25.

It is argued that A. T. & T.,

which already has filed a peti-

tion with the FCC to partici-

pate in the hearings, will chal-
lenge the proposed request
that TV frequencies be li-

censed to the industry.

A. T. & T.'s position as a common
carrier would be impinged upon, it

is pointed out, if the FCC would li-

cense frequencies to the industry to
carry on inter-city transmission, now
the exclusive province of the Bell

System. Industry engineers feel that
A. T. & T.'s opposition will not come
on the question of whether frequen-

iContinued on page 5)

List Witnesses for

Feb. 25 FCC Meet

Washington, Jan. 27.—A list of
industry witnesses and the subjects
on which they will testify in the Feb.
25 theatre television hearings before
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion was filed with the Commission
over the week-end by attorneys for
the Motion Picture Association of
America and the National Exhibitors
Theatre Television Committee.
The two organizations told the FCC

that they would present "as far as is

known, most of the testimony in sup-
port of the allocation of frequencies
for a theatre television service." At-
torneys said the MPAA presentation

{Continued on page 5)

Sentry Lodge Will
Honor Schwalberg
Boston, Jan. 27 — Al Schwal-

berg, president of Paramount Film
Distributing
Corp. will re-

ceive a citation

from the Sen-
try Lodge of

B'nai B'rith
of Brookline,
Mass. at a din-

ner to be held
at the Temple
Kehileth Israel

i n Brookline
on Monday eve-
ning Feb. 4.

The citation
will read. "For
service render-
ed to America,

to B'nai B'rith and to the Jewish
community." He will be accom-
panied to the dinner by Mrs.
Schwalberg who will be an honored
guest.
Samuel Pinanski president of

American Theatres Corporation of
Boston will also be an honored
guest.

Al Schwalberg

GehringHeadsNCCJ
Distribution Unit

William Gehring, 20th Century-Fox
sales executive, has been appointed
chairman of the distribution committee
of the amusement division's participa-

tion in the 1952 fund-raising campaign
of the National Conference of Chris-
tians and Jews, George P. Skouras,
national chairman of the division, an-

nounced at the weekend. J. Robert
Rubin, vice-president of Loew's, Inc.

is general chairman.
An expanded goal of $150,000 in

contributions has been set by the

amusement division with $25,000 ex-

pected to be raised from the personnel

of branch offices of the distributing-

companies operating out of New York,
which is the phase under Gehring's
direction.

Golden Warns Industry to Conserve
Film; Cites Presentation Methods
Washington, Jan. 27.—The National Production Authority's film

division has issued another film conservation warning, NPA film
chief Nathan D. Golden discloses.

It outlines four major causes of damage to film in the projec-
tion room and ways to avoid each cause. The four are: Improper
threading and operation of projectors; improper rewinding of
film; blistering; and bad splicing. Copies of the conservation
report. Golden said, are going to all theatres, to all theatre cir-

cuits, for distribution to theatre managers, and to all lATSE
locals for distribution to each projectionist member.

TOA Leaders

Open Coast

Parley Today
Agenda Includes Seminar
Action on Trade Issues

Los Angeles, Jan. 27.—Action
on trade practice problems and the

unveiling of a blueprint for the for-

mation of an industry system of ar-
bitration are expected to dominate the
business sessions of the four-day
Theatre Owners of America board
meeting which will open tomorrow in

the National Theatres Building here.
So far only the first two days of

the agenda have been set, with the
rest still being worked over. The
opening remarks at tomorrow's ses-

sion will be made by board chairman
George P. Skouras, and president
Mitchell Wolfson will follow with an
introduction. The arbitration session
follows, with speakers to be Skouras,
Wolfson, Walter Reade, Jr., Alfred
Starr and Herman Levy. Following
a luncheon break, the trade practices
session will begin under chairman
Reade, with the topics set to be
film rentals and the print shortage.

(Continued on page 5)

Para. Lists 6 for

Second Quarter

Six Paramount productions will be
released in April, May and June, it

was announced over the weekend by
A. W.. Schwalberg, president of Para-
mount Film Distributing Corp., at
the company's branch managers' meet-
ing at the Hotel Plaza here.

To be released, two each month,
the pictures include

:

April : Leo McCarey's "My Son
John," starring Helen Hayes, Robert
Walker, Van Heflin and Dean Jag-

(Continned on page 4)

'702' to Elect New
President Feb. 16

The membership of lATSE New
York Laboratory Technicians Local
No. 702 will elect a new president
and other officers on Feb. 16, it was
reported here yesterday by John J.
Francavilla, who has resigned as
president of the local to accept the
post of international representative
of the "lA's" new radio-TV division.

Francavilla will conduct the final

membership meeting of his 10-year
(Continued on page 5)
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Personal Mention Newsreel

Parade
Short

Subject
''The Olympic Elk''
(II 'alt Disiicy-RKO Radio)
Another True-Life Adventure film

of merit has been turned out by Walt
Disney in "The Olympic Elk." Like
its predecessors, the color by Techni-
color is outstanding and the story

engrossing..

The setting is the Northw est penin-

sula where the majestic Olympic elk

roam the lowlands and mountains. The
film encompasses the year-round mi-
gration of the herd with the pictorial

story highlighting the elks' natural

enemies—the elements, lack of food and
bears stalking the young. The mating
urge receives its share of play and the

wild jubilation of the herd when it

reaches its spring mountain grounds
is not-an-easily-forgotten scene. A
locked horn buck fight is another ex-
citing moment.

Distributed by RKO Radio, the

release date is Feb. 22. Running time,

27 minutes.

Leon Manager of 'U'

Philadelphia Branch
The promotion of Joseph Gordon

Leon, a veteran of more than 20

years in the Universal sales organi-
zation, to the post of branch manager
in Philadelphia was announced here
at the weekend by Charles J. Feld-
man, domestic sales manager.

Leon, who had been sales manager
in Philadelphia since May, 1950, suc-

ceeds the late Harrison J. Martin,

who died last week. At the same
time, Feldman announced the promo-
tion of Harold P. Saltz, Philadelphia
salesman, to the post of sales mana-
ger in that city.

Lait Succeeds Smith
At Columbia Studio
Hollywood, Jan. 27.—Columbia

studio publicity director Lou Smith
has resigned the post he has held for

five years. Smith described the sep-

aration as amicable, and said he will

announce his future plans shortly.

George Lait, head publicity "planter,"

succeeds him.

William Brennan in

New Columbia Post
William G. Brennan, manager of

Columbia's print department for 19

years, has been promoted to super-

visor of Eastern printing and labora-

tory operations, the company an-

nounced. Al Schwartz, assistant man-
ager since 1946, succeeds Brennan.

Blumenstock to Coast
Mort Blumenstock, Warner vice-

president in charge of advertising-

publicity, flew to the Coast over the

weekend to view newly-completed
product at the Warner studio. While
there he will confer with Jack L.
Warner, executive producer ; Ben
Kalmenson, vice-president in charge
of distribution, and Alex Evelove,

West Coast publicity director, on
forthcoming releases.

VTORTON V. RITCHEY, presi-

dent of Monogram International

Corp., has left New York for the

Coast.

E. Phillip Willcox, director of

motion picture relations for Parents'

magazine, will present Hall Bart-
LETT, producer of "Navajo," with the

magazine's "Family Medal" for the

film here today.
•

John Davis, managing director of

the J. Arthur Rank Organization,

has returned to London from New
York.

George Minter, Renown Pictures'

governing director, will arrive here

via Pan-American Airways tomorrow
from the Uurguay Film Festival.

•

Ralph Cattell, vice-president and
general sales head of Jerry Fairbanks
Productions, is here from the Coast.

•

J. J. CoHN, M-G-Al studio execu-
tive, returned here yesterday from a

weekend trip to Baltimore.
•

Sam Shain is on the Coast from
New York and is scheduled to return

here Friday.

pHARLES J. FELDMAN, Uni-^ versal Pictures domestic sales

manager, left here over the weekend
for the Coast.

•

Jack Glenn, senior director with
the March of Time, will conduct a
course at the City College Institute

of Film Techniques during the spring-

semester.
•

L. S. Hamm, president of Califor-

nia Theatres Association, will attend

the COMPO executive board meeting
at the Hotel Astor here Feb. 14-15.

•

Emil Friedlander of Dazian's,

Inc., and Mrs. Hal Horne have
been elected trustees of the National
Jewish Hospital at Denver.

•

Ben McChesney has resigned as

booker with Paramount and is now
with 20th Century-Fox as sales rep-

resentative in Atlanta.
•

Hal Gruber, formerly a salesman
with RKO in San Francisco, is now
on the sales staf? of Favorite Films
there.

•

Marvin Schenck, M-G-M vice-

president and studio executive, is due
here from the Coast Feb. 11.

7 HE Elisabeth, N. J. plane tragedy
and elections in India mark cur-

rent news highlights. Other items in-

clude fashions and sports. Complete
contents follow

:

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. S^Plane crash
at Elizabeth. Kefauver says he will run.
U. S'. admits error in bombing Reds. France
honors "Ike." Greek students in riots.
Slalom race. Tiger trainer.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 2/&-A\r hner
tragedy in Elizabeth. Kefauver announces
he wants Truman's job. Election in India.
U. S. ships for Korea. Dope mystery solved.
U. S. girls win ski classic. Horse racing.

PARAMOinVT NEWS, No. 4«-News of
presidential sweepstakes. Indonesia inspira-
tion for fashion. Fatal air crash in Eliza-
beth. Elections in India. Eyes on Oympic
ski queens.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 4-B—Eliza-
beth air crash. News spotlight around the
world. War in Indo-China. News briefs
from New York, Spain, Colorado, Switzer-
land. Olympic skiing preview. Palm Beach
handicap.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, Not 929—New Jer-
sey air crash. Sen. Kefauver will rim.
Flying Congressmen. Mrs. Roosevelt in
France. U. S. sailors in Spain. Pearl
gowns. Children's fashions. Skater train-
ing. Dog "football."

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 48—Jer-
sey plane crash. .Save 38 in ship disaster.
Kefauver enters race for President. Allies
admit bombing error. Nehru party wins.
Churchill leaves U. S. Junior air hostess
arrives. Skiing.

National Theatres
Date Jungle Film
"Latuko," a non-professional film-

ing of African tribal activities, re-

fused a seal by the Production Code
Administration and placed in the Na-
tional Legion of Decency's con-
demned classification, has been booked
for "ofT-beat first run houses" of the

Fox West Coast, Fox Midwest, Fox
Intermountain and Fox Wisconsin
circuits, Irving Lesser, distributor of

the film, said here on Friday.

Distribution policy for the film,

Lesser had stated previously, is to

restrict its showing to art-type the-

atres. FWC has dated it for the

Globe, Los Angeles, Jan. 30, and the

Cinema, San Francisco, Feb. 7. In-

termountain will open it at the Stu-

dio, Salt Lake City, Feb. 13.

Report 20tKs Moon
Resigned Sales Post
Chicago, Jan. 27. — Raymond E.

Moon, 20th Century-Fox Central di-

vision manager, has tendered his re-

signation at the home-office, local

sources here report.

Polly Moran, 68
Los Angeles, Jan. 27.—Polly Mo-

ran, long remembered as a screen

comedienne, died Friday at the age of

68 at Cedars of Lebanon Hospital.

Miss Moran, in retirement since 1940,

had lived in recent years at Laguna
Beach. Last autumn she was stricken

with a heart ailment and had been in

poor health since. She hit the peak of

her popularity after being teamed late

in the 1920's with the late Marie
Dressier.
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Catalogue Lists

50,000 Films

Washington, Jan. 27.— The Li-

brary of Congress has issued a 1,256-

page catalog listing more than 50,000

films registered with the U. S. Copy-

right Office from 1912 through 1939.

The book, which is titled "Motion

Pictures, 1912-1939" and sells for $18,

provides much information formerly

available only after long, expensive

search in the Library's files. Work
has already started on a supplemen-

tary volume covering films registered

from 1940 through 1949. These two

volumes, together with subsequent

semi-annual compilations on motion

pictures and film strips in the regular

series of "Catalog of Copyright En-

tries," will provide a complete listing

of all films registered with the Office.

Fox Wisconsin Cuts
Children's Prices
Milwaukee, Jan. 27.— Fox-Wis-

consin Theatres here have cut chil-

dren's prices in the age bracket of 12

through 17. The admission now is 44

cents, including tax, for that age

range, in three downtown houses, the

Wisconsin, Palace and Strand. In 13

neighborhood theatres it will be 40

cents.

The price for that age group pre-

viously had been the same as adult

tickets, running up to 98 cents in the

downtown theatres.

Cleveland Exhibitors to Hold
Children's Ticket Prices

Cleveland, Jan. 27.—The majority

of Cleveland exhibitors believe that

children's admissions should be held

at 10 cents and not boosted to help

make up a deficit of adult admissions.

Reason is that children's attendance

at a dime has not fallen off, and that

by holding this audience, theatre own-
ers are cultivating future adult patrons.

Cite Col. Bond Record
Columbia Pictures' home office has

been cited by the Treasury Depart-

ment for attaining a 71 per cent em-
ployes' participation in the payroll

savings plan for U.S. Defense Bond
purchases. The citation was made by

Frank Mitchell, payroll savings direct-

or for the New York division, to A.
Schneider, vice-president and treas-

urer of Columbia.

Theatre-View in Boston
Boston, Jan. 27. — Jean Campo-

television set has been installed in the

private screening room of the Amer-
ican Theatres Corp. here for demon-
stration purposes.

Norman Siegel Appointed
Hollywood, Jan. 27. — Norman

Siegel, former Paramount studio

director of publicity-advertising, will

join the public relations firm of

Howard G. Mayer and Dale O'Brien
Feb. 1 as managing director of the

Los Angeles office.

Petty's Wayne Burned
Mkmphls, Jan. 27.—Wayne Thea-

tre, 350-seat house at Waynesboro.
Tenn., owned by J. .\. Petty, burned

to the ground early Friday from a fire

of unknown origin. Xo one was
injured.

Reviews
"The First Time"
{Columbia-Norma Productions) __„________„ _
CONTINUING the fresh approach it demonstrated in "Ten Tall Men,"

the Harold Hecht-Burt Lancaster production combination, which goes

by the name of Norma Production, has come up with a bright, neatly executed

comedy about the trials of a newly-married couple.

For names it has good performances by Robert Cummings and Barbara
Hale and the direction by Frank Tashlin keeps the film moving, but its real

value lies in the story. It is a situation comedy, and the situations are the

commonplace, believable ones that every audience enjoys.

Cummings and Hale, their first baby on the way, face a financial crisis

unless Cummings takes a job selling washing machines instead of hoping for

success as an architect. The arrival of the baby brings more complications,

more bills and general disorganization of the family until all of its members
achieve normal adjustment of their growing pains. Novelty and appeal are

added by having the story told by the baby himself, but its principal value is

in the portrayal of simple, every-day situations in which the audience, any

audience, can recognize themselves.

In supporting roles are Bill Goodwin, Jeff Donnell, Carl Benton Reid,

Mona Barrie and others.

Running time, 89 minutes. General audience classification. For February
release.

"Woman in the Dark"
{Republic)

A MILDLY entertaining melodrama is presented in "Woman in the Dark."
The plot, which centers around a $1,000,000 jewel theft, picks up

momentum after a slow start, but occasionally strains plausibility.

The plot concerns a middle class family of Italian extraction whose hopes
and dreams center around their three sons, a priest, a successful lawyer and a
shiftless idler. The latter, played by Richard Benedict, causes all the trouble
when he is brought into a jewel robbery by crooks who know that the

lawyer's brother. Rick Vallin, works for the company which has insured the

gems, thus supposedly paving the way for an easy settlement with the

insurance company for the stolen goods. Benedict has a change of heart

after the robbery ; the crook's blackmail attempts fail and the gems are

returned.

Penny Edwards plays the woman of the title, giving a sincere portrayal
of the girl friend of Vallin who inadvertently catches Benedict near the
jewelry store. Ross Elliot does nicely as the priest as does Benedict as

the good-for-nothing. The picture comes to a neat climax when Vallin
fights it out with the crooks. The screen play is by Albert DeMond, based
on a play by Nicholas Cosentino. Stephen Auer is associate producer, and
George Blair the director.

Running time, 60 minutes. General audience classification. For January
release.

"Smoky Canyon"
(Columbia)

NCE again Charles Starrett dons the mask of the Durango Kid and
rights many wrongs in Western tradition. "Smoky Canyon" has all

the ingredients to make it satisfactory fare of its kind.

The story, written by Barry Shipman, centers around a range war between
cattlemen and sheep owners. The hostilities are fanned by a group of cattle-
men being paid by a syndicate to prevent beef from reaching the Eastern
market. The main villain is Tristam Coffin who killed Dani Nolan's father
and then framed her sweetheart. Jack Mahoney, with the crime. The situa-

tion is complicated by all the customary intrigue. The Durango Kid swings
into action with his usual reliability and has many close calls before he brings
the culprits to justice. Throughout the picture there is the expected gunplay
and fisticuffs. For comic relief, Smiley Burnette is on hand with his familiar
bag of tricks.

Colbert Clark produced and Fred F. Sears directed.

Running time, 55 minutes. General audience classification. January release.

Mandel Herbstman

"Cage of Gold"
(Michael Balcon—Ellis Films)

ONE of the bright spots in this British production made by Michael Balcon
is the frequent appearance of the lovely Jean Simmons, who is aided

by some fine individual performances by cast members in a vehicle, the
over-all rating of which is average. David Farrar co-stars with Miss Sim-
mons as a gentleman-crook, scoundrel and blackmailer. Basil Dearden
directed Jack Whittingham's screenplay.
The tale plods back and forth from London to Paris in the wake of the

villainous activities of Farrar. Engaged to James Donald, a doctor who is

devoted to her, Miss Simmons abandons him when Farrar, her old fiance,

arrives on the scene, marries her and deserts her on the following day.

Eventually she re-contacts Donald and they are married at the end of the
slow-moving action which is interspersed with the dirty dealings of Farrar,
who is murdered.

Others in the cast are Madeleine Lebeau, Maria Mauban, Herbert Lom,
Bernard Lee, Gregoire Asian, Gladys Henson, Harcourt Williams, Leo
Ferre, George Benson, Martin Boddey and Arthur Hambling.
Running time, 83 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

not set.

26 Republic
Films to TV
The acquisition of 26 Republic films,

made between 1942 and 1948, was an-
nounced here at the weekend by
American Broadcasting which plans
to televise them on its five TV sta-

tions.

The contract was negotiated with
the wholly-owned Republic subsidiary,

Hollywood Television Service, Inc.,

distributor of films for TV. It gives

ABC-TV exclusive rights for the

pictures, all billed a^ mysteries, over
an 18-month period for showing on
WJZ-TV in New York, WENR-TV,
Chicago ; WXYZ - TV, Detroit

;

KECA-TV, Los Angeles
;
KGO-TV,

San Francisco. A provision of the

contract limits the number of times

the films can be televised to four.

Among the films included are:

"Grizzly Millions" ; "Return of Jimmy
Valentine" ; "The Phantom Speaks"

;

"The Girl from Havana" ; "The Devil

Pays Off" and "A Scream in the

Dark."

Sees Subscription TV
As Stadia Boost
Pittsburgh, Jan. 27.—Tom Hamil-

ton, chairman of the National Inter-

collegiate Athletic Association of tel-

evision says he favors some sort of

"pay as you view" scheme for tele-

vision football fans.

Speaking at the 37th anniversary

session of the International Kiwanis,

meeting in the Hotel Sheraton here,

he said : "Some method of direct col-

lection by a coin-in-the-slot device or

payment to the telephone company
may offer a solution to the problem
of gate losses because of telecasting

football games."

WCBS-TV Bought 53
Films in A Month
Within the past month, WCB-TV

has acquired 53 films, the last of

which were 10 from the Chemical
Bank and Trust Co. of New York.
The latest acquisition was described

as old films produced by independents

on which the bank after originally

financing them had foreclosed.

Among them are "Lovable Cheat,"

starring Charles Ruggles, which will

kick-off the new WCB-TV film series

on Feb. 1.

Another recent deal was with Peer-

less TV, under which the station

acquired 26 old features. Previously

it bought 17 films from Snader Pro-

ductions.

Para. Lists 6
(Continued from page 1)

ger; and William Perlberg-George
Seaton's "Aaron Slick from Punkin
Crick," with color by Technicolor,

starring Alan Young, Dinah Shore
and Robert Merrill.

May : Perlberg- Seaton's "Any-
thing Can Happen," starring Jose

Ferrer and Kim Hunter ; and Hal
Wallis' "Red Mountain," with color

by Technicolor, starring Alan Ladd,
Lizabeth Scott, Arthur Kennedy and
John Ireland.

June : "Los Alamos Story," fea-

turing Gene Barry and Lydia Clarke

;

and Nat Holt's "The Denver and Rio
Grande," with color by Technicolor,
starring Edmond O'Brien, Sterling

Hayden and Dean Jagger.
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Witnesses for FCC Meet
(Continued from page 1)

Opposer
{Continued from page 1)

cies should be allotted for theatre

TV, but rather on who is to be the
licensee for the allocated frequencies.

In fact, on the theatre TV frequency
issue alone, the Bell System may tes-

tify that the present inter-city tele-

vision channels are crowded and addi-
tional frequencies for theatre TV are
required.

Would Be At Bell's 'Mercy'

However, many industry engineers
feel that if theatre TV is to grow,
frequencies in the 10 megacycle band
should not only be allocated, but that

the industry itself should be the li-

censee. If A. T. & T. puts in a li-

cense bid and the request is granted,
the industry would always be at the
"mercy" of the Bell System, it was
argued by many industry engineers.

A check here as to whether the

American Telegraph and Telephone
Co. would oppose the industry's bid,

brought this response from a spokes-
man : "We would first have to know
the exact nature of the industry's

proposal before commenting."
Informed of this, an industry en-

gineer pointed to what he considered

a significant passage in A. T. & T.'s

application to the Federal Communi-
cations Commission which reads in

part as follows : "The Bell System
will cooperate fully in the proposed
hearing in the determination of the

issues which have a bearing on the

methods by which theatre television

transmission service can be best fur-

nished, including the determination of

the extent to which it is in the public

interest that service be furnished by
common carriers."

Desire Competition

A further reason why many in the

industry wish to be the licensee for

the channels is the desire to be in

a position to select alternative com-
mon carriers. Competition, or the

threat of competition, it is felt, would
tend to lower the transmission costs

which most in the industry feel are

now onerous.

It was learned here that in-

dustry TV committees current-

ly are considering these possi-

ble alternatives: 1. Selection of

a common carrier other than
A. T. & T.; 2. Financing of the
industry's own common carrier;

3. or, a combination of both.

At work on the carrier problem are

the Motion Picture Association of

America's TV committee and the Na-
tional Exhibitors Theatre Television

Committee. The technical phase of

the industry's brief is slated to be

finalized at Tuesday's meeting in

Washington.

THE NEW YORK
TRADE SHOWING OF
"RANCHO NOTORIOUS"

will be held at 9 P.M. Wed. Feb.

6. at the RKO 86th Street Theatre
and not on Feb. 5th as previously
advertised.

WANTED, motion pictures to be
edited into short subjects for non-
theatrical use. Good comedies, ad-
venture, wild animal, science fiction

or dramatic stories in feature or
short subject length. Negatives or
fine grains desired. Write Box 500,

Motion Picture Daily, 1270 Sixth
Avenue, New York 20, N. Y.

would include testimony for all mem-
ber companies, and the NETTC pre-

sentation would do the same for mem-
ber theatres and regional units in

both the Theatre Owners of America
and Allied States Association.

Similar notifications were filed by
Paramount Television Productions,
Inc., Theatre Television Network,
Inc., the Fair Practices Television

Committee, Skiatron, RCA, A. T.
and T., the Authors' League of Amer-
ica and several other organizations

not connected with the industry. Al-
though Jan. 25 was the final day for

filing such appearances, it was ex-

pected that many would not come in

until after the week-end.
The NETTC-MPAA presentation

is divided into some dozen subjects,

according to the statement filed with
the Commission by Marcus Cohen,
NETTC attorney, and Vincent B.

Welch and James L. Fly, attorneys for

MPAA, with several witnesses testi-

fying on each subj ect. They are :

Composition of the motion picture

industry : S. H. Fabian, Abram F.

Myers, Harry Brandt, R. V. Harvey,
Fred Schwartz, Emanuel Frisch,

Frank Walker, Sidney Schreiber ; his-

tory of the motion picture industry

:

Terry Ramsaye, John Eberson, Fran-
cis Harmon, John Wolfberg, Robert
Chambers, Nate Golden ;

history of

theatre television : Earl Sponable,
S. H. Fabian.

Public demand and need for theatre

television : Eric Johnston, Mitchell
Wolfson, Trueman T. Rembusch,
Paul Raibourn ; theatre television pro-
gramming: Nathan Halpern, Spyros
Skouras, Herbert Yates, Barney Bala-
ban, Jack Cohen, Abe Schneider, Al-
fred Daf¥, Ned Depinet, Jack Warner,
Richard Condon, Theresa Helburn,
Brooks Atkinson, William Morris, Jr.,

Jerry Stagg, Asa Bushnell, John De-
chante, Allen McCarroll.

Technical requirements and stand-
ards for theatre television : Stuart
Bailey, Frank Mcintosh, Andrew

702' to Elect
{Continued from page 1)

"702" administration on Feb. 1, the
date he will assume his new post at
"lA" headquarters here. The meet-
ing also will be for the purpose of

nominating a slate of officers.

Yesterday, Francavilla signed a
union contract with the Major Film
Laboratory here, the 28th laboratory

in the East to conclude an agreement
with "702." Francavilla pointed out

that 10 years ago when he took office

as "702" head the union held con-
tracts with six laboratories and rep-

resented 875 workers, whereas at

present some 2,000 workers are cov-

ered by the 28 pacts. At the Feb. 1

meeting, Richard Gramaglia, "702"

vice-president, will assume the presi-

dential duties pending the election.

Francavilla reported also that the

local has filed with the National
Labor Relations Board a petition for

certification as the bargaining agent

for the employes of Tetra Film Co.

of New Jersey. Negotiations would
begin with the company immediately
following certification, be said.

Primavera to Realart
James Primavera has resigned as

booker here for Souvaine Selective

Pictures to become New Jersey sales-

man for Realart.

Inglis, representatives of equipment
manufacturers; sample theatre tele-

vision microwave distribution sys-
tems : Frank Mcintosh, Stuart Bailey

;

theatre television projection equip-
ment : Paul Raibourn, Earl Sponable,
representatives of equipment manufac-
turers.

How or by whom theatre television

service should be supplied : Earl
Sponable, Paul Raibourn, Frank Mc-
intosh, Stuart Bailey, R. H. McCul-
lough, Nathan Halpern, William Ku-
sack

;
feasibility of theatre television :

industry representatives ; theatre tele-

vision plans and proposals : Barney
Balaban, S. H. Fabian, Jack Warner,
Mitchell Wolfson, Ned Depinet, Al-
fred Dafif, Spyros Skouras, Herbert
Yates.

The list was still incomplete.
NETTC-MPAA attorneys pointed
out to the Commission, but a com-
pleted list would be filed before the

opening of the hearings.

Paramount Television Productions
told the Commission that it would
present as witnesses Raibourn, Rich-
ard Hodgson and Robert Dresssler.
Raibourn would outline the company's
past experimentations and future
plans in theatre television. Hodgson
and Dressier would deal with the engi-
neering aspects of the question.

Nathan Halpern, who filed for

TNT, stated that he would appear as

a witness, to discuss the company's
experience in theatre televising major
events.

Skiatron's witnesses will be Arthur
Levey, Richard E. Duggan, John
Townshend, the head of the physics
department at the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology and the head of

the optics department at Rochester
University. Skiatron's statement said

the company would describe and hoped
to demonstrate at the hearings its

ultrasonic television projecter.

The FTPC will be represented by
Jerome Marks, an opponent of exclu-
sive theatre telecasting of events.

UPT Withdraws from
TV-FCC Hearings
Washington, Jan. 27. — United

Paramount Theatres and five subsi-

diaries have all withdrawn their pro-
posed appearances at the theatre tele-

vision hearings before the Federal
Communications Commission, slated

to begin on Feb. 25.

According to a UPT spokesman
the withdrawal indicates no policy

change but was dictated by what are

expected to be long drawn-out hear-
ings on the proposed UPT-American
Broadcasting Co. merger. Those hear-
ings are to open on Feb. 4.

. UPT pointed out that the companies'
views on theatre television and plans

for using it were one of the issues

in the merger hearings, and since it

found it could outline its theatre TV
views there, it had decided to with-

draw from the FCC theatre TV hear-

ings and concentrate on the merger
hearings.

Truman, Johnston Confer
Washington, Jan. 27. — Motion

Picture Association of America presi-

dent Eric A. Johnston discussed his

new duties as chairman of the Inter-

national Development Advisory Board
with President Truman during a

White House call Friday.

TOA Leaders
{Continued from page 1)

The television session, to be chaired

by Starr, will open Tuesday's agenda.
Starr will report on the status of the-

atre television with regard to the

Federal Communications Commission,
and he will be followed by reports on
big-screen theatre television by Skou-
ras, Si Fabian, Wolfson and Elmer
Rhoden. Major Gen. William M.
Morgan, U.S.A.F., will be the guest
speaker at luncheon. After lunch
comes the seminar preparation session,

with Ted Gamble, chairman. A se-

lection of topics from 12 proposed for

discussion with producers at the sem-
inar session Wednesday will be made
and speakers on each appointed.

Round-table Session

On Wednesday the meeting dele-

gates will set in round-table session

with 15 to 20 of leading production
executives for exchanges of views and
opinions concerning the relationship

of exhibition and production. TOA
leaders have indicated they are look-

ing for considerable advancement in

production-exhibition relations in con-

sequence of this seminar, and a num-
ber of production leaders have con-
curred in that outlook.

Skouras Will Preside

Skouras, who will preside at the

round-table meeting as well as at the

business sessions, held several confer-
ences last week with Gael Sullivan,

TOA executive director, and Levy to

prepare for what well may be an his-

toric board parley in that previous
TOA board meetings have not given
to trade practices the emphasis that is

expected to be accorded that subject
this time. TOA's annual convention
in New York last September marked
the beginning of a vigorous trade
practices consciousness in the organ-
ization at large.

Wolfson and Fabian were weekend
arrivals from Miami and New York,
respectively. They joined at once in

pre-meeting huddles with Skouras,
Sullivan and Levy.

'Malta' to Cinema Verdi
The American premiere of the Ital-

ian film, "Malia," will take place at

the Cinema Verdi here Feb. 1, it was
amiounced jointly by the theatre and
Lupa Films Distributing Co.
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Review
''Something to Live For"
( Paraiiiouiit)

SENSITIVE performances by Joan Fontaine, Ray Milland and Teresa
Wright lend vitality and poignancy to "Something to Live For," an off-

the-beaten-track drama that undertakes to tell about one of the causes of

alcoholism and of the methods employed by Alcoholics Anonymous in attempt-
ing to rehabilitate those who seek refuge in the bottle rather than face up
to the hard realities of life. Milland, who will be remembered for his role

of the drunkard in "The Lost Weekend," which Paramount released in 1945,

emerges in this latest offering of producer-director George Stevens as a
former alcoholic who has been "cured" to the extent that he himself is given
the responsibility of assisting AA. There is a powerful exploitation note
inherent in such apt casting, and this plus the magnitude of the three stars

should mark "Something to Live For" for highly favorable box-office returns.

Dwight Taylor's screenplay opens with Milland, an advertising executive,

responding to an emergency call from AA. By accident the case turns out

to be one involving a woman, Miss Fontaine. Ordinarily, AA assigns men
and women members to the rehabilitation of drunkards of their own sex.

Milland, whose own feeling of inadequacy in his job had turned him to drink

recognizes the same personality trait in Miss Fontaine, an aspiring stage

actress. As he attempts to instill in her the confidence he himself has not

fully found (he still must fight hard to resist liquor) he falls in love with
her, and she with him. At that point the story of alcoholism becomes lost

in a romantic triangle, for Milland is married to a lovely, understanding

wife (Miss Wright) and is the father of two young sons. The lovers' ulti-

mate victory over the temptation that would have destroyed Milland's mar-
riage is aided by success in their respective careers. The success moreover
strengthens their resistance to drink by giving them the self-confidence they

needed. Competent in supporting roles are Richard Derr, Douglas Dick,

Herbert Heyes, Harry Bellaver, Paul Valentine, Frank Orth, and others.

Ivan Moffat was associate producer. Stevens' direction imparts no little

suspense to the proceedings.

Running time, 89 minutes. General audience classification. For March
release. Charles L. Franke

Buchman Testimony
Is Due Today at

Un-American Probe

Washington, Jan. 27.—The House
Un-.-\.merican .Activities Committee
has called producer Sidney Buchman
to the witness stand tomorrow morn-
ing for further testimony in its Com-
munism-in-Hollywood investigation.

This followed a hiohly-confused
session Friday afternoon, when Buch-
man was first supposed to appear. He
was slated to take the stand at 2:15,

but when the time came, he was not
there. After a short time, his attor-

ney, R. Lawrence Siegel, rushed into

the witness room, handed a paper to

counsel Frank Tavenner, and hustled
out. Tavenner said the paper was a

notice to appear before Federal Dis-
trict Judge Matthews at three to show
cause why the Buchman subpoena
should not be vacated.

On checking at District Court, how-
ever, it was learned that the paper
was only a notice that Buchman would
ask Judge Alatthews to issue such a
"show cause" order, and that actually

Judge Matthews had already denied
the request. The confusion stemmed
from the fact that the court end of the
matter was being handled by Siegel's

partner and Siegel did not know the

request had been turned down when
he entered the Committee room, and
from a misreading of the papers by
Tai-enner.

Ren. Walter (D., Pa.), who was
presiding over the Committee at the
time, charged that Buchman had "re-

sorted to every known device to avoid
giving testimony about matters we
knew he could tell us about." He re-

called that when the Committee was
in Hollywood, Buchman had first

said he was sick and then testified

only until he could raise a point of
"no quorum."

After it was discovered that Judge
Matthews had denied Buchman's re-

quest, the Committee ordered Siegel
to have Buchman before the commit-
tee at 10 tomorrow morning.

WSB Gives IMPPA
Writers Increases
Hollywood, Jan. 27.—Wage Sta-

bilization Board has okayed increases

for writers working for Independent
Motion Picture Producers Associa-
tion member producers, retroactive to

April 29 last year, when Screen
Writers Guild and IMPPA com-
pleted agreement on a contract.

Weekly minimum for writers is

raised from $187.50 to $250. Mini-
mums for writers employed on flat

deals with IMPPA producers are
raised from $1,500 to $2,000 for films

budgeted below $100,000, and from
$2,250 to $3,000 for films above that

level.

Mexico Bans 'Fox*
Mexico City, Jan. 27.—The censors

have forbidden exhibition in Mexico
of 20th Century-Fox's "The Desert
Fox," because they say it pays hom-
age to the late Field Marshall Rom-
mel. The picture had been booked by
the Cine Alameda, first-run theatre
here.

Peck Plans Coast Plant
Albert Peck, head of Standard Film

Processing Co. here, plans to leave

for Hollywood around Feb. 1 to open
a film processing branch there.

Ezell Drive-ins to

Hold Easter Services
Dallas, Jan. 27.— Al Reynolds,

vice-president and general manager of

Claude Ezell and Associates, drive-in

theatre operators, has reports that a

sunrise Easter service will be held in

every drive-in operated by the circuit.

Reynolds' plan has been approved by
Texas COMPO showmen, with that

organization requesting support in

holding sunrise services in all drive-

ins in this area. The movement will

also seek co-operation from local

church and civic groups.

Reynolds designated Paul Short to

plan the trailers and other accessories

to be used in the campaign. Reynolds
announced that the plan is to make
available at the refreshment bars hot

coffee, rolls and orange juice due to

the early hour of the service and as

a convenience for those attending.

Sign SWG's Loyalty Oath
Hollywood, Jan. 27.—Screen Writ-

ers Guild announced that the entire

membership of the Guild's executive
board now have signed voluntary loy-

alty oaths, in conformity with Guild
policy instituted three years ago. Five
members whose signatures could not
be had at that time, due to absence
from Hollywood, have given their

signatures since, completing the board
roster. The five were : Robert Pi-
rosh, Dorothy Hughes, Carl Foreman,
Everett Freeman and Barry Ship-
man. Cleary-Strauss & Irwin, pub-
lic relations counsel for SWG, have
signed the Guild's loyalty oath also.

Laskey Named Chairman
Boston, Jan. 27. — Lawrence G.

Laskey, well-known New England ex-
hibitf)r and associated with the Loew's
tlieatre circuit in Boston, has been ap-
Dointed general chairman of the

Greater Boston Committee of Bonds
for Israel government, it was an-
nounced here.

Production Rising;
31 Now in Work
Hollywood, Jan. 27.—The produc-

tion index seems to be gradually
working its way up—increasing two
more points for a total of 31 pictures

in work. Eight new pictures were
started and six were completed.

Started were: "Models, Inc." (Mu-
tual Prod.) and "The Ring" (King
Bros. Prod.), "Independent; "One
Piece Bathing Suit" and "Mr. Con-
gressman," Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer

;

"Bowery Leathernecks," Monogram

;

"War of the Worlds," Paramount

;

"Condor's Nest," 20th Century-Fox

;

"Almost Married," Universal-Interna-
tional.

Completed were : "Junction City,"

Columbia ; "Son of the Outlaw" (Jack
Schwarz Prod.), Independent; "Car-
bine Williams," Metro-Goldwyn-May-
er

; "Jet Job" and "Dead Man's
Trail," Monogram ; "Don't Bother To
Knock," 20th Century-Fox.

Balloting at Fox Houses
Kansas City, Jan. 27.—Patrons of

theatres of the Fox Midwest circuit

will be given an opportunity to cast

ballots for their choice for President
of the U. S. starting Feb. 1 with run-
off balloting starting Feb. 15. The
runoffs will be on a local basis, with
accumulative totals to be announced
daily in each town and state and ter-

ritory totals at the headquarters in

Kansas City.

11,689 Academy Ballots
Hollywood, Jan. 27.—The Academy

of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
has mailed 11,689 ballots to profes-
sionals eligible for participation in

nominations for Academy awards. The
number is made up of 1,650 Academy
members, 6,000 members of the SAG,
325 of the SDG, 700 of the SWG,
139 members of the music branch, and
875 representatives of technical groups.
Nominations closed yesterday.

Einfeld, Gehring to

Lead Philadelphia

Exhibitor's Seminar

Philadelphia, Jan. 27.—W. C.
Gehring, 20th Century-Fox executive
assistant general sales manager, and
Charles Einfeld, vice-president in
charge of advertising-publicity, will
preside at the company's regional ex-
hibitors' seminar and merchandising
meeting which will be held Thursday
at the Erlanger Theatre here.
The Philadelphia, Washington and

Pittsburgh exchanges will play host
to hundreds of exhibitors at the meet-
ing, the company indicated.

Branch managers Sam Diamond of
Philadelphia, Joe Rosen of Washing-
ton and Al Levy of Pittsburgh have
invited circuit and independent theatre
heads from their areas. Division chief
Glenn Norris has been supervising
arrangements.

Campopiano Files
Anti-Trust Suit
Boston, Jan. 27.— Jean Campo-

piano, owner and operator of the Capi-
tal theatre in Lawrence, Mass., has
brought suit in the Federal District

Court here against the major distrib-

utors (excluding 20th Century-Fox
and Republic) and Warner Theatres,
claiming trebled damages of $23,000,-
000, said to be the highest amount
ever sued for by any exhibitor in New
England.

His suit states that for the past 15
years the distributors have refused to
sell him first-run motion pictures for
the Capital, and that by so doing they
were trying to put him out of business.

Two Chicago Anti-Trust Suits
Are Settled Out of Court

Chicago, Jan. 27.—Two anti-trust

suits brought by local exhibitors
against the major film companies and
some of their theatre circuits have
been settled out of court. The plain-

tiffs are Nate Gumbiner of the Com-
modore Theatre and Arthur and Theo-
dore Davidson of the Calo Theatre.
The Commodore suit asked $900,000
damages and the Calo's $450,000, both
after trebling.

Set Tie - ups with
Appliance-Makers
The Organization of the Motion

Picture Industry has concluded an ar-

rangement with the manufacturers of
Presto Pressure Cookers which may
be the first in a series of promotion
ventures whereby labor-saving appli-

ances could be presented to housewives
in a campaign based on the idea that

such appliances create time for film-

going.

The manufacturer is distributing

free to all dealers and cooperating the-

atres a display ease.1 with the slogan

:

"Presto Cookers Turn Kitchen Time
into Movie Time." A test run of the
idea will be made immediately be-
tween the RKO Kenmore theatre and
Macy's in Flatbush.

Raihourn to Speak
Paul Raibourn, vice-president of

Paramount Pictures, will address the
East Side Forum on Public Affairs
on Feb. 19 at a meeting arranged by
the Organization of the Motion Pic-
ture Industry of the City of New
York. Raibourn will speak on the
role of films in the community.
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Arbitration

PlanApproved

ByTOA Board
4-Point Plan Worked Out
By Levy, General Counsel

Los Angeles, Jan. 28.—Dele-

gates to the Theatre Owners of

America board meeting here today

approved a four-point arbitration

plan worked out by general counsel

Herman Levy and will appoint a com-
mittee to submit it to other exhibitor

organizations and to distributors at a

round-table meeting to be held some
time in the future. Executive direc-

tor Gael Sullivan, pointing out the

industry-wide desire to get out from
under the litigative burden now includ-

ing 156 suits involving $350,000,000

in damages, said TOA does not con-

sider its plan perfect or unsusceptible

of improvement, but will offer it as

(Continued on page 6)

U.S.Supreme Court

Refuses to Review

Dipson, CSU Cases

Washington, Jan. 28.—Despite an
unusual plea from the Justice Depart-
ment to hear the case, the U. S. Su-
preme Court today refused to review

a lower court decision throwing out

the Dipson Theatres anti-trust case

against Buffalo Theatres and major
distributors.

The high court also refused
to hear an appeal from another
lower court decision dismissing
an anti-trust suit by the Con-
ference of Studio Unions
against major producers and
the International Alliance of

Theatrical and Stage Employes.

The Justices gave no reason for

(Continued on page 5)

Wise. Allied Settles

Arbitration Cases

Milwaukee, Jan. 28. — The first

two cases brought before the newly-
organized Arbitration of Film Com-
mittee, set up by Wisconsin Allied
pending the creation of an all-indus-
try arbitration system, liave been
settled satisfactorily.

The first, involving the Parkway
Theatre and the Rainbow in a dispute

(Continued on page 2)

Loew's Decree Grants 2
Years for Divorcement
Divestiture Hits

Loew^s N.Y. Chain;

Keep State, Capitol

Loew's operation of the State and
Capitol in Times Square is undis-

turbed by the theatre divestiture

terms of its consent decree, but of

some 63 houses in the city and nearby
suburbs it will be required to divest

either 14 or 16 outright and 32 other
Aletropolitan theatres are affected by
conditional provisions.

Among the city theatres which it

must divest are either the Pitkin in

Brooklyn or, if it is retained, then
two of these : the Coney Island, Pros-
pect or \\'oodside. Also in Brooklyn,
it must divest either the Kameo or
Bedford ; either the Premier, Alpine,
Gates or Broadway, and the Palace

(Continued on page 4)

Sen, Walters, RKO
Attorneyy Dies Here

J. Henry ^^'alters, former president
pro teiii of the New York State Sen-
ate, and for more than 25 years
special counsel for the B. F. Keith
Circuit, and later RKO Theatres, died

yesterday at the Croydon Hotel here.

Ex-Senator Walters, Republican
from Syracuse, was majority leader

(Continued on page 4)

Sets Outright Divestiture of 24 Theatres,
Conditional Divestiture of 40-Odd Others;
Provides for Possible Refinancing Problem

Washington, Jan. 28.—Outright divestiture of 2A theatres in two
years and conditional divestiture of almost another 50 theatres are pro-

vided for in the proposed Loew's consent decree.

The decree also contains a new divorcement approach, made necessai'y

by Loew's present outstanding indebtedness, which Justice Department
officials put at about $40,000,000. Under this provision, a new theatre

jompany would have to be set up
within two years and be operated

independently of Loew's from then

on, but Loew's could continue to

hold the stock of this new theatre

company if it could prove to the
court's satisfaction that it could not
refinance so as to divide the present
debt between itself and the new the-

atre company.

In that case, the theatre com-
pany stock could be retained by
Loew's until suitable refinanc-
ing was arranged. The divorce-
ment would have to be complete
in any event within five years
from now. From the time the
new theatre company was set
up until its capital stock was
distributed to Loew's stock-
holders, half of its board would
be controlled by the New York

(Continued on page 5)

Highlights of

Loew's Decree
Divorcement to be completed in

two years unless allocation of debt
among new companies prevents re-

financing durfng that time, in which
case court could grant an additional
three years and appoint half of
Loew's board during that period.
Outright divestiture of 24 the-

atres-; conditional divestiture of
nearly 50 others; one-half of total

during first year and remainder in
second year.

. Corporate reorganization plan to
be submitted to Loew's stockhold-
ers within 120 days after decree is

approved by court.
Trade practice provisions similar

to those in previous consent de-
crees.

Detail of Loew^s Theatre

Divestiture Provisions
Washington, Jan. 28.—The Loew's circuit q-' approximately 120

theatres will be reduced nationally to less than 100 by the outright
divestiture provisions of the Federal consent decree and, under specified

terms of conditional divestitures, another 40 theatres could be dropped,
halving the size of the circuit. How-
ever, it is believed the latter prospect
is not likely and that most of the the-

atres in that category will be retained

by meeting the specified conditions.

The Department of Justice said the
outright or conditional sales covered
some 25 cities in the North Central
and Northeastern United States.

However, about two-thirds of the

total divestiture would be in New
York City proper, the Department
added.
Loew's Metropolitan New York

circuit of approximately 60 theatres

must be cut by 14 to 16 divestitures,

three of which already have been ac-
complished, and conditional divestiture
terms apply to 32 others in the area.
One half of all the theatres to be

disposed of outright must be sold
within one year of the date of judg-
ment ; the other half by the end of
the second year.

The city-by-city divestiture provi-
sions are as follows :

BALTIMORE: Parkway to be divested
or subjected to product limitation if com-
peting- independent cannot get films on the
same availability for five-year period.
BOSTON: Fine Arts, by lease or other-

(Continued on page 4)

Morison Hails Loew's
Consent Settlement
Washington, Jan.. 28. — H.

Graham Morison, assistant
attorney-general in charge of
the anti-trust division, hailed
the proposed Loew's consent
decree as "rounding out the
division's successful court
struggle to restore competi-
tion in the motion picture in-

dustry."
He said the net result of

the five consent decrees with
theatre - owning producers
would be to free over 2,500
theatres from the control of
companies engaged in produc-
tion-distribution. Over 1,200
of these would be turned over
to independents under dives-
titure provisions of the five
decrees, he said, while their
remaining theatres would be
kept by the new theatre-own-
ing companies resulting from
divorcement.
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CairoDamage
In Thousands

Theatre properties and offices of

American film companies in Cairo,

Egypt, were damaged during the

weekend political riots there to the

extent that repairs and reconstruction

may cost many thousands of dollars,

it was estimated here yesterday.

It was indicated that none of the

American film property damaged is

insured against destruction resulting

from rioting, hence the companies
themselves must pay for the damage
inflicted by the crazed mobs that put

the torch to theatres, restaurants, clubs

and other entertainment places oper-

ated by American and British inter-

ests. Because of past experience with
riots in Cairo, insurance companies
had refused to cover property dam-
age so caused, it was said.

Arbitration
(Continued from page 1)

over clearances and availability, re-

sulted in an equal split of product, thus

avoiding bidding. The second in-

volved a small town exhibitor who
won a "fair settlement" for extra

expenses when he was forced to travel

to the exchange center of a distributor

in order to procure a picture.

Thompson Will Aid
'Brotherhood Week'
Leslie E. Thompson, RKO theatres

executive, has been appointed chair-

man of the planning committee of the

Amusement division's participation in

the 1952 fund-raising campaign of the
National Conference of Christians and
Jews, George P. Skouras, national

chairman of the division, has an-
nounced. J. Robert Rubin is general
chairman.

Glaser Rejoins Universal
James Glaser has joined the Uni-

versal Pictures sales promotion de-
partment in New York to work under
Henry A. (Hank) Linet, sales pro-

motion director. Glaser, sales pro-
ceeds the late Bernard Maguire, was
formerly a member of the advertis-

ing-publicity department in N. Y.

Oscar Cohen to Speak
Oscar Cohen, director of the com-

munity service division of the Anti-
Defamation League of B'nai B'rith,

will be the key speaker at a dinner-

business meeting of New York's
Cinema Lodge of B'nai B'rith at Ro-
soff's here tomorrow, Martin Levine,
president of the Lodge, announces.

Meredith at NTFC Meet
Burgess Meredith is scheduled to

address the National Television Film
Council in the first of its 1952 lunch-
eon-meetings tomorrow in the Hotel
Abbey here. Meredith's address will

compare "live" television to film. The
meeting will be the first under its

new administration of Melvin L.
Gold, president ; Dave Savage, vice-

president, John Battison, secretary

;

William Holland, treasurer, and Arche
A. Mayers, chairman of the board.

Personal Mention
ES. GREGG, vice-president and

• general manager of the West-
rex Corp., has left New York en
route to Tokyo.

•

William B. Zoellner, head of M-
G-M's short subjects and newsreel
sales, is due in Cincinnati today from
New York and from there will head
for Indianapolis, Chicago and De-
troit.

•

Richard Heermance, assistant to
Walter Mirisch, Monogram-Allied
Artists executive producer, returned
to his desk yesterday following an at-

tack of pleurisy.

•

Albert Cornfielo, 20th Century-
Fox's managing director for Europe,
North Africa and the Middle East,

will leave here tomorrow for his Paris

headquarters.

•

William F. Rodgers, M-G-M vice-

president and sales consultant, arrived
here from Miami yesterday and will

return there Thursday.

•

Sir Alexander Korda and director

Carol Reed will arrive here from
England on Feb. 5.

JOSEPH MOSKOWITZ, East-
•J ern studio representative and
vice-president of 20th Century-Fox,
has returned here from Hollywood.

•

Russell Amos, formerly with
George Mann's Theatres of Northern
California, has been named office

manager of Unicorn Theatres, with
offices in San Francisco.

•

Edward Ugast, Far East super-

visor for 20th Century-Fox, will re-

turn to his Tokyo headquarters from
New York this week.

•

Jeff Livingston, Universal-Inter-
national Eastern advertising manager,
is in Philadelphia today conferring
with Goldman Theatres officials.

•

Jack Sidney, publicity director for

Loew's Baltimore Theatres, has re-

ceived the Army's Silver Star for

Valor in World War II.

•

E. C. Pearson, M-G-M press rep-

resentative in Cleveland, has returned
to that city from New York.

•

Dore Schary will be heard over
WCBS Feb. 5 on the "This I Believe"

Sfsrrlng
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CENTURT-FOX

Tighter Censorship
Seen for Ontario
Toronto, Jan. 28.—The first

session of the new Ontario
legislature, scheduled to open
in February is expected to
see an amendment to the
Theatres and Cinematograph
Act which will establish a
censorship category for
"Adults Only" in addition to
"Adult Entertainment" films.
The latter cannot be shown at
Saturday matinees or other
juvenile performances.

Stevens, Coleman
Honored by Guild
Hollywood, Jan. 28.—The Screen

Directors Guild last night, at its an-
nual awards dinner at the Biltmore
Bowl, attended by 850, voted George
Stevens winner of the 1951 annual
award for best direction, on "Place
in the Sun." Stevens' assistant, C. C.
Coleman, received a medallion. The
Guild also made Louis B. Mayer an
honorary life member in recognition
of his contributions to the industry.

Gilman to Manage
Loew's in Syracuse
Sam Gilman, manager of Loew's

Theatre, Harrisburg, is transferred
to Loew's State, Syracuse, succeeding
Harold Mortin, resigned, it was an-
nounced here by John Murphy, in
charge of Loew's out-of-town theatre
operations. William Trambukis, man-
ager of Loew's Strand, Syracuse, will
succeed Gilman in Harrisburg, with
Eugene Moulaison, assistant at Loew's
Providence, becoming manager of the
Strand.
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THAT GIRL. ..with her
a man always runs a risk

...but he never runs far!

HELICOPTER attack
on a fleeing auto. ..the most
terrifying duel ever waged!

THE LOSER wins the
jackpot. ..of bullets. ..when
these two boys fight it out!

GAMBLING palaces lure

thrill-seekers to a world
of wild gaiety and revelry!

HOWARD HUGHES presents

JANE RUSSELL VICTOR MATURE
in

co-starring

VINCENT PRICE with hoagy carmichael
Produced by ROBERT SPARKS • Directed by ROBERT STEVENSON

Screenplay by EARL FELTON and HARRY ESSEX R I O

JANE and HOAGY^i^y^

BIG BkOADWAY ATTRACTION AT N. Y.'S PARAMOUNT THEATRE!
'-illfKft--"-'*'-

• FOR YOUR
BOXOFFICE

'Typical RKO National ad-

vertising campaign. ..with

full pages in Life, Look,
Saturday Evening Post,

Time, Newsweek . . . Amer-
ican Weekly (22 cities) and
fan magazines totaling

27,875,799 circulation
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National

Pre-Selling
UXIVERSAL - INTERNATION-

AL will launch its Tedinicolor

picture "The Battle of Apache Pass"

with two-pages ads in national mag-
azines listing all key theatres that

will play the picture during April. It

is a matter of policy with David E.

Lipton, vice-president in charge of ad-

vertising-publicity to connect such

advertising directly with playdates in

theatres. Also, to promote "Here
Come the Nelsons" the company is

tying in with the H. J. Heinz Co.

(Pittsburgh) which will plug the pic-

ture in its national advertising.
•

Samuel Goldwyn in a personal
message to millions of readers of

American Weekly, last Sunday, told

them "What America Means To
Me." He gave his story of the op-
portunity he has found here, and
what he encountered on the way up
to his present accomplishments,
starting with his first job, where he
worked 60 hours a week for wages
of three dollars. An editorial note
said, "Samuel Goldwyn, whose name
has become synonymous with comic
conversational malaprop, is a_ seri-

ous and sensitive man. He has
finally been induced to write this
success story of 55 years in a new
land."

The M-G-M Record promotion de-
partment, under the supcrz'isioii of Sol
Handiverger, advertising-p n b I i c i t y
manager, is going all out in publicis-

^"ff "Quo J'adis" record albums, con-
taining actual music from the picture.

U'ith the picture playing in 18 cities

and scheduled to open in 25 other
first-runs shortly, the record company
is distributing display material to mu-
sic shops and proz'iding ticups at the

point of sale.

•

Backed with all of the showman-
ship of Hollywood and Las Vegas,
Howard Hughes' production of "The
Las Vegas Story" will have its gala
premiere in the Nevada city on
Feb. 12, with Jane Rusell leading a
delegation from the studio. Bob
Hope has been selected to reign as
"King of the xMardi Gras" at Hous-
ton, Texas, on Feb. 15, with the
joint cooperation of the University
of St. Benedict and the Ellington
Air Base, near Houston. He was
chosen for the honor by the Basil-
ian Fathers, administrators of the
University, who also invited girl
students from St. Joseph's College
of Nursing, Sacred Heart College,
Rice Institute and University of
Houston, to act as Princesses in the
Mardi Gras.

•

Rcdbcjok for February zvill have an-
other of the biographical portraits for
which the magazine is noted—this
time "The Girl Who Married A
Career"—Betty Ilutton, makes a
stunning cover as well as a ivonderful
story by Lloyd Shearer. Florence
Som^rs, Redbook feature editor, picks
"Room for One More" as the "Picture
of the Month." The new McCall's for
February, now on the newsstands, has
feature articles on Peggy Dow and
Janet Leigh, and a beauty article

ba.^ed on M-G-M dance studio exer-
cises by the young dancing stars,

Debbie Reynolds and Leslie Caron.—Walter Brooks

Loew's Divestiture

{Continued from page 1)

wise for one year, preference is to be given
to offers to use it for motion picture pur-
poses, but after a year, it can be sold or

leased for any purpose. The State to be
divested or subjected to product limitation

if for five years a first-run independent
in the Back Bay area does not have a
chance to get first run films.

BRIDGEPORT: Lyric to be sold to a
purchaser who promises a first-run policy.

An additional theatre to be sold or sub-
jected to a product limitation if a first-run
independent does not have a chance for

five years to get first-run films.

BUFFALO': Elmwood or Kensington or

both :nust be sold. If either is retained,
it must be subjected to a product limitation
if for five years a competing second-run
independent does not have opportunity to
get second-run films.

CLEVELAND: Either the State or Still-

man or Ohio or Park or Granada must be
sold. If one of the last three is sold,

Loew's must sell an additional theatre in

Cleveland unless in each year for the suc-
ceeding five years an independent regularly
plays first run for at least nine months
or two independents regularly play first

run for the greater part of the year. An
additional theatre shall be sold if any time
during the next five years more than three
Loew's theatres play first-run. Still an-
other must be sold if the Justice Depart-
ment rules that a competing independent
is adversely afifected by first run showings
at more than two Loew's theatres. The
Granada shall be sold or subjected to a
product limitation if for five years a sec-
ond-run independent on the West Side
cannot get second-run films. The Park
shall be sold or subjected to a product
limitation if a second -run independent on
the East Side cannot for five years get
second -run films.

COLUMBUS: Either the Ohio or the
Broad to be sold or subjected to product
limitation if for three years a first-run
independent does not have a chance to get
first-run films.

EVANSVILLE, IND.: Victory or Majes-
tic to be sold if in any year for five years
an independent does not regularly play first

run for the greater part of the year.
HARTFORD: Either the Poli or the

Palace to be sold or subject to product
limitation if a first-run independent cannot
for three years get first-run films.
MERIDEN, CONN.: The Poli to be sold.

The Palace to be sold or subject to product
limitation if in any year for five years an
independent does not regularly play first
run for the greater part of the year, or
if for five years a competing first-run in-
dependent cannot get first-run films.
MT. VERNON, N. Y.: The Mt. Vernon

in Mt. Vernon or the New Roclielle in New
Rochelle or the State in White Plains or
the Yonkers in Yonkers, to be sold. The
Mt. Vernon must be sold or subjected to
a product limitation if for three years a
competing first-run independent cannot get
first-run films.
NEW HAVEN: Poli or Bijou or College

must be sold.

NEW ROCHELLE, N. Y.: See Mt. Ver-
non. The New Rochelle must be sold or
subject to a product limitation if for three
years a competing first-run independent
cannot get first-run pictures.
NEW YORK city; BRONX: The Para-

dise must be sold or subject to a product
limitation if a Bronx independent with a
theatre suitable for first borough run can-
not get films for five years on that run.
The National or Victory must be sold. If

the Victory is sold, it must be to a pur-
chaser who promises a first neighborhood
run policy. The Boulevard must be sold
or subjected to a product limitation if an
indciiendent in its zone with a theatre
suitable for first neighlx>rhood run opera-
tion cannot xet films for this run. Similar
provisions aijply to the American and Post
Road. A similar provision, only with a
three-year product limitation, applies to the
Grand. The Boston Road and Burland must
be sold outright. The Fairmont or Burnside
must he sold. The Fairmont must be sold
or subjected to a product limitation if for
five years a competing independent with
a suitable theatre cannot get first neigh-
horliood run films. The Burnside must be
sold or subjected to a product limitation
if for three years a competing independent
with a suitable theatre cannot get first

neighborhood run films. The Elsmere must
be sold or subjected to a product limitation
if for five years a competing independent
with a suitable theatre cannot get second
neighborhood run films. Tlie 167th Street
must be sold or sulijected to a product
limitation if in any year for five years an
indexjcndent in its z^jne clocs not regularly
play first neighborhofjd run for the greater
jjart of the year.
NEW YORK CITY, BROOKLYN: The

Palace and Melba must be sold. The Met-
ropolitan shall be sold or subjected to a
prcxiuct limitation if for five years an
mdependent with a theatre suitable for first

borough run cannot get films for that run.

The Kings must be sold or subjected to
a product limitation if for five years an
independent with suitable theatre in its

zone cannot get films on the same avail-
ability as the Kings. Loew's must offer
the Pitkin for sale for one year and must
sell if a reasonable offer is made. If the
Pitkin is not sold, Loew's must dispose
of two of the three following theatres

—

Woodside, Coney Island and Prospect. It

must sell one of the four following theatres
—Premier or Alpine or Gates or Broadway.
The Premier must be sold or subjected to
a product limitation if for five years an
independent with a suitable theatre in its

zone cannot get first neighborhood run
pictures. Tlie Alpine, Gates, Coney Island
and Broadway must be sold or subjected
to product limitations if for three years
an independent in their respective zones
cannot get first neighborhood run films.

The Bay Ridge must be sold or subjected
to a product limitation if for three years
an independent in its zone with a suitable
theatre cannot get films for second neigh-
borhood run operation. The Warwick must
be sold or limited on product if for five
years an independent in its zone with a
suitable theatre cannot get films on the
same availability as the Warwick. The
Oriental shall be sold or limited in product
if in any year for five years there is not
in its zone an independent regularly play-
ing first neighborhood run for the greater
part of the year.
Loew's must sell the 46th Street or the

Boro Park if in any year for five years
an independent in that zone does not regu-
larly play first neighborhood run at least
nine months a year. The Kameo or Bed-
ford must be sold. Each must be sold or
subjected to a product limitation if for five
years an independent with a suitable the-
atre is not given a chance to buy first

neighborhood run films. The Brevoort
must be sold or limited in product if for
five years an independent in its zone with
a suitable theatre cannot get second neigh-
borhood run films.

NEW YORK CITY, MANHATTAN:
The Sheridan, Lexington, Victoria, and
116th Street must be divested or limited in
product if for three years an independent
with a suitable theatre in each respective
zone cannot get first neighborhood run
films. The Commodore or Avenue B must
be sold. The remaining theatre must be
sold or subjected to a product limitation
if for five years from the divestiture of
the other, an independent in their zone with
a suitable theatre cannot get first neigh-
borhood run films.
The Delancey or Canal must be sold or

subjected to a product limitation if for five
years from the time the one is sold, no
independent with a suitable theatre in their
zone can get first neighborhood run films.
The 42nd Street must be sold. The Inwood
or Dyckman must be sold, and the remain-
ing theatre must be sold or subjected to
a product limitation if for five years from
the time the other is sold, an independent
in their zone with a suitable theatre can-
not get first neighborhood run films.
Loew's must sell either the 175th Street

or the Rio' if certain conditions for inde-
pendent first neighborhood run competition
are not met. The O'lympia and 83rd Street
must be sold or limited in product if for
five years an independent with a suitable
theatre in each respective zone cannot get
first neighborhood rtm films. Both the
Lincoln Square and 72nd Street must be
sold.

NEW YORK CITY, QUEENS: The Va-
lencia must be sold or subjected to a
product limitation unless for five years an
independent with a Queens theatre suitable
for first borough run has opportunity -to
secure films for that run. The Triboro
rnust be sold or subjected to a product
limitation if a suitable independent in its

zone is not given the opportunity for five
years to procure films on a first neighbor-
hood run basis. Plaza, and /or Prospect
and /or Hillside to be sold, unless the
Prospect is divested under other provisions
of the decree. As long' as the Prospect
and the Plaza are retained, they must be
subjected to a product limitation if for
three years an independent with a suitable
theatre in the Queens zone where each
theatre is located cannot procure first
neighborhood run films. If the Hillside is
retained the same terms apply, but for
five years from the date of judgment. The
Willard shall be divested or subject to a
product limitation, unless a competing in-
dependent with suitable theatre can for
three years get first neighborhood run
films.

NORTH BERGEN, N. J.: The Embassy
shall be sold or subjected to a product
limitation if for five years, an independent
in North Bergen, West New York, or
Union City, N. J., with a theatre suitable
for operation on the Embassy's availability
is not given the opportunity to procure
films on that availability.
NORWICH, CONN.: The Poli must be

sold or subjected to a product limitation

Loew'sN.Y.C.
(Continued from page 1)

and Melba. In addition, conditional

divestiture terms apply to the Bay
Ridge, Warwick, Oriental, Metropoli-
tan, Kings and Brevoort, and either

the 46th Street or Boro Park.
In Manhattan, the Commodore or

Avenue B, the Inwood or Dyckman
and the 72nd Street must be dropped.
The Lincoln Square and 42nd Street,

already sold, also are on the must-
divest list. Conditional divestiture

terms apply to the Sheridan, Lexing-
ton, Victoria, 116th Street, Olympia
and 83d Street, and either the De-
lancey or Canal, the 17Sth Street or
Rio and, whichever is not sold, to

either the Commodore or Avenue B,
and the Inwood or Dyckman.

In the Bronx, the Grand and either

the National or Victory must be sold.

The Boston Road, also on the list,

has already been sold. Conditional
terms apply to the Paradise, Boule-
vard, Grand, American, Post Road,
Elsmere, 167th Street and either the
Fairmont or Burnside.

In Queens, conditional divestiture

terms apply to the Valencia, Triboro,
Plaza, Prospect, Hillside and Wil-
lard.

Nearby, Loew's must dispose of

either the Mt. Vernon, New Rochelle
or the State, White Plains. Con-
ditional divestiture terms will apply
to the New Rochelle if it is not sold.

Sen. Walters Dies
{Continued from page 1)

in the Senate during the period when
the late Mayor Walker was minority
leader.

Walters went to the Assembly from
Syracuse in 1908 and remained there
until 1910, when he was elected to
the Senate. He remained a Senator
until 1920, leaving to become personal
counsel for the late Edward F. Albee,
then president of the B. F. Keith
Corp.

Survivors include the widow, Mrs.
Clare A. Walters.
Funeral services, to be held today

at the Universal Funeral Chapel, will

be private.

Simonelli Aids MacPhail
Charles F. Simonelli, manager of

Universal's Eastern advertising-pub-
licity department, was the negotiator

in the acquisition at the weekend of

the Bowie race track by a syndicate
headed by ex-baseball magnate Larry
MacPhail.

if for five years a Norwich independent
with a suitable theatre isn't given the
chance to get first-run films.

UNION CITY, N. J.: See North Bergen.
WATERBURY, CONN.: The Poli or

Strand to be sold.

WEST NEW YORK, N. J.: See North
Bergen.
WHITE PLAINS, N. Y.: See Mt. Ver-

non. The State must be sold or subjected
to a product limitation if for three years
an independent in White Plains with a
theatre suitable for first-run operation is

not given the chance to get first-run films.
WORCESTER, MASS.: The Poli or Elm

Street to be sold if in any year during
the five years from the date of the judg-
ment an independent does not regularly
play first run for at least nine months of
the year. The Poli or Elm Street must
also be sold or subjected to a product
limitation if for three years a Worcester
independent with a theatre suitable for
first-run operation can't get first-run films.
YONKERS, N. Y.: See Mt. Vernon. The

Yonkers must be sold or subject to a
product limitation if for three years a
Yonkers independent with a theatre suit-
able for first-run can't procure first-run
pictures.
Loew's declares that since Jan. 1, 1950,

it disposed of the Lincoln Square, the 42nd
Street, the Boston Road and the Burland.
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Loew's Decree
{Continued from page 1)

statutory court to insure inde-
pendent operation.

The Loew's decree will be presented
to the statutory court here on Feb. 6,

but copies were made available to the

press by the Justice Department today
to permit interested parties to look

over the provisions in advance of the

court hearings.

The Lx>ew's decree marks the end

of the so-called Paramount case, be-

gun in 1938. All five theatre-owning
companies have now agreed to consent

decrees with the government, and the

other defendants have been taken care

of through a court-approved decree.

All that now remains of the 14-year-

old case will be enforcement and in-

terpretation proceedings, such as the

current Howard Hughes case in the

Supreme Court. Justice Department
officials expect such proceedings to

continue on and off for many years.

Trade practice and other provisions

of the J-oew's decree generally follow

those of the earlier decrees. One other

new gimmick is a slightly different

conditional divestiture formula in some
cases. In previous decrees, in some
cases the company either was to di-

vest a theatre or take a product limi-

tation, that limitation being a flat per-

centage of the feature films released by

the major distributors in any year. In

the Loew's decree, this type product

limitation is used in some cases, but

another type is used in other cases.

In this type, Loew's is prevented from
getting more than two-thirds of the

features that they got in the previous

year from any distributor.

The decree puts a Feb. 29, 1952,

deadline on Loew's ending its joint

interests with United Artists Theatre

Circuit, Inc.

The divorcement provisions

of the Loew's decree are aimed,

as were the similar provisions

in the earlier four decrees with
Paramount, RKO, Warner and
20th Century-Fox, at dividing

the company into separate pro-

duction-distribution and thea-

tre-owning companies. A reor-

ganization plan must be sub-
mitted to Loew's stockholders
within 120 days of the date of

the judgment, and must be car-

ried out within two years. This
plan must transfer all Loew's
theatre assets to a new com-
pany, and in return Loew's will

get all of the capital stock of
the new theatre company.

Then comes the special provision

for the Loew's indebtedness. "Within
three years from the date of this judg-
ment," the decree stipulates, Loew's,

Inc., "shall distribute pro rata to its

stockholders the capital stock of the

new theatre company
;
provided how-

ever, if Loew's shall after two years

from the date of this judgement show
to the satisfaction of the court, and
the court shall first find, that it is un-

able to arrange a divsion of its pres-

ent funded debt between it and the

new theatre company or to procure

substantially similar financing in re-

CHICAOO,13275.Wabi fW rORK 630 Nin

U, S, Reserves Right to Check Sales of
Loew's N,Y.C. Theatres to Single Buyer
Washington, Jan. 28.—The Attorney General specifically reserves

the right to pass on any case where Loew's is selling under the
divestiture provisions more than one New York City theatre to
any one purchaser.

"The decree states that any conditional divestiture must be car-
ried out within six months after the conditions are not met.
Loew's is given permission to retain up to eight of the theatres

which it may be required to divest if it cannot get a reasonable
price and if the court approves. Such theatres must be leased or
subleased to an independent. Moreover, the lease cannot give
Loew's a share in the future profits of the theatre. Finally,

Loew's must sell its interest as soon as it can do so on reasonable
terms.
The decree also provides that any theatres which Loew's must

divest and which are now held under lease may be sublet in any
cases where Loew's cannot get the landlord to release it from
the lease. Nine conditions are laid down to hedge in such sub-
leases, including the fact that it must be to an independent.

placement of the present funded debt

so as to accomplish a division of such

debt in a manner which will permit

such companies to do business with a

reasonably prudent financial position,

Loew's may retain the stock of the

new theatre company until a division

or refinancing to accomplish a division

of its present funded debt in a reason-

ably prudent manner between Loew's
and the new theatre company can be

arranged, but such division or re-

financing shall in any event be made
no later than five years from the date

of this judgment; and Loew's shall

distribute the stock of the new the-

atre company pro rata among its

stockholders within 30 days after a

division or refinancing of its present

funded debt is effectuated."

The decree provides that so long as

Loew's retains the stock of the new
theatre company it can receive money
from the theatre company either to

pay off the funded debt or to pay divi-

dends to Loew's stockholders.

The by-laws of the theatre company
must state that until its capital stock

is distributed to Loew's stockholders,

in order to make sure it is operated
independently of Loew's, one-half of

its board of directors shall be ap-

proved by the New York court "and
be subject to its direction."

No Common Directors

From the consummation of the re-

organization plan on, the decree states,

Loew's and the new theatre company
must be operated completely independ-

ently and have no common directors,

officers, agents or employes. Within
six months from the time the theatre

company stock is distributed to Loew's
stockholders, all officers, directors and
agents of Loew's or any employe who
owns one-half of one per cent or more
of the Loew's common stock must, if

they are to continue with Loew's,

either sell or deposit with a court-ap-

pointed trustee all stock in the new
theatre company.
The trustee shall vote the stock, and

sell it if it is not disposed of by its

owner within one year from the time

it is deposited with the trustee. The
owner of the stock can get the divi-

dends, however, while it is trusteed.

The same arrangement is prescribed

for officers, directors or agents or

large stockholders of the new theatre

company, with respect to stock in

Loew's.

If Loew's asks more time to

carry out better refinancing,

and if the court grants it, "then,

after two years from the date

of transfer of the assets to the

new theatre company, no offi-

cer or director of the theatre
company or of Loew's shall re-
ceive, directly or indirectly, any
dividends on any share of
Loew's stock in excess of the
amount of earnings per share
of the company in which any
such person is an officer or
director."

The decree provides that no officer
or director or agent or employe of
Loew's shall have any interest in the
profits of the new theatre company
or in the business of film exhibition,
and lays down a similar ban against
interest in production or distribution
for the like theatre company officials

and employes.

The theatre company by-laws must
provide that no one affiliated with any
other circuit can become an officer or
director unless approved by the Jus-
tice Department and the court, and
that in no event can an officer or direc-

tor be affiliated with any other circuit

which was a defendant in a govern-
ment anti-trust suit. Loew's by-laws
must provide that no one who is a
director, agent, officer, employe or sub-

stantial stockholder of another dis-

tributor can be an officer or director.

Banned From Exhibition

Loew's is banned from exhibition
and the theatre company is banned
from distribution, except on applica-
tion to and approval of the court and
on a showing that such action will not
unreasonably restrain competition.

The decree specifically gives
Loew's the right during the
first year from the judgment
date to license films on any
basis it wants to its own thea-
tres, except with respect to
theatres held jointly with
United Artists Theatre Circuit.

The decree gives the government
the usual right to inspect books, in-

terview employes and require reports.

On trade practices, the decree like
the earlier ones, bans minimum admis-
sion price fixing

; agreements with ex-
liibitors or distributors to maintain a
clearance system

; any clearance be-
tween theatres not in substantial com-
petition

; unreasonable clearances

;

franchise, formula deal and master
agreements ; licenses in which the
right to exhibit one feature is condi-
tioned upon the licensee's taking one
or more other features, with the usual
20 per cent rejection right for the
licensee on features not trade shown
prior to licensing; and from any li-

censing system other than "theatre
by theatre, solely upon the merits and
without discrimination in favor of af-

Dipson Case
(Continued from page 1)

either action, merely noting their re-

fusal to hear the two appeals in a long
list of orders handed down at a noon
decision session. Justice Jackson did
not take part in the Dipson ruling,

it was noted.

Dipson, with Justice Department
aid, asked the Supreme Court to

overturn a decision of the Second
Circuit Court of Appeals. That de-
cision in turn affirmed a Buffalo Dis-
trict Court ruling against Dipson's
suit. Dipson had charged Buffalo
Theatres, Bison Theatres, Vitagraph,
Warner, Loew's, Paramount, RKO
Radio, 20th Century-Fox, United Art-
ists and Vincent R. McFaul with a
conspiracy to deny pictures to Dipson
and to favor theatres owned jointly
by Loew's and Paramount.
Dipson claimed the Paramount case

opinion required a finding against such
joint ownership. The District and
Circuit courts held that Dipson had
to prove a conspiracy and monopoly,
and could not rest on the Paramount
findings. This proof had not been
forthcoming, the lower courts said.

filiated theatres, circuit theatres or
others."

The usual language is also included
to bar theatre pools, profit-sharing
leases, partnerships with an actual or
potential independent or with another
theatre company set up under a Para-
mount case divorcement plan ; and
booking or buying through agents who
are also buying for any other exhib-
itor.

Until divorcement or divestiture is

completed, Loew's could acquire new
theatres to replace those destroyed or
converted to non-theatrical purposes
or to replace theatres on which leases
cannot be renewed. In the latter case,

the court must approve. All other
acquisition is banned. After the di-

vorcement and divestiture provisions
are carried out, theatres could be ob-
tained only to replace those destroyed
or converted, and only with court ap-
proval.

Fly to fun and relaxation on a

in the Sun Country
You're only hours away, by TWA,
from Phoenix, Las Vegas, Southern
California. Big savings with TWA's
Family Fares and Sky Coach flights.

See your travel agent or call TWA.

maNS WORID AIRllNtS

U.S.A. . BUROPB • AFRICA • ASIA
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$148,000 for Hall

As Roxy, Paramount

Report Good Week

'The Greatest Show on Earth" at

Radio City Music Hall this week con-

tinues to set the box-office pace among
New York first-runs. Many theatres

report matinee business bolstered by

high school students who were taking

Regent examinations during the

period.

The third inning of Cecil B. De-

Mille's Paramount production plus a

stage show at the Hall is expected

to hit a big $148,000. At the nearby

Roxy, which also features a stage

show, a fine $63,000 is seen for the

third week of "The Model and the

Marriage Broker."

On Friday, "Phone Call from a

Stranger" opens at the Roxy, which

has set up a large telephone exhibit

in the outer lobby of the theatre to

herald the engagement.
At the Paramount, which features

the Ink Spots on stage, a nice $73,000

is forecast for the second and final

week of "Scandal Sheet," which is

being replaced tomorrow by "The Las
\'egas Story." "Cry, the Beloved

Country" opened to a strong $14,500

for its two-a-day engagement at the

Bijou.

'Vadis' Doing Excellently

Among the hold-overs, "Quo
Vadis" is doing excellently at the

Astor, where a fine $34,000 is esti-

mated for the 12th week. Also hold-

ing up well are "Detective Story" at

the Mayfair with a gratifying $20,000

forecast for the 12th and final week.

"Death of a Salesman" at the Vic-

toria is expected to do a robust

$21,000 for the sixth week. On
Thursday. "Sailor Beware" will bow
in at the Mayfair.
Over at the Criterion, a nice

$14,000 is estimated for the sixth week
of "I Want You," while "Submarine
Command" at the Globe is expected

to do only a fair $14,000 for its second
inning.

A moderate $29,000 is forecast for

the second and final stanza of "The
Light Touch" at the Capitol and a

satisfactory $20,000 gross is estimated

for the second week of "Room for

One More" at the Warners. "The
Lone Star" bows at the Capitol Fri-

day. Also under the fair category is

"Decision Before Dawn" which ex-

pects to rack up $10,000 for its fifth

week at the Rivoli. "Viva Zapata"

will have its premiere there Feb. 7.

At Loew's State, "For Men Only"
will be replaced today with "Invita-

tion." The second and final week of

"For Men Only" registered a tepid

$10,000.

Still grossing well is "The Laven-

der Hill Mob" at the Fine Arts Thea-

tre where a healthy $8,200 is seen for

the 13th week. Another nice grosser

is "Pandora and the Flying Dutch-

man" at the Xormandie where a

$7,500 is seen for the eighth week.

Among the off-Broadway houses, a

good $10,000 is estimated for the 21st

week of "The River" at the Paris,

while an all right $2,500 is seen for

the second and final week of "Cage
of Gold" at the 72nd Street Trans-

Lux. "The Small Dark Room" will

open at the 72nd Friday. In f)ther

Trans-Lux Theatres, "Bonnie Prince

Charles" at the 60th Street is ex-

pected to rack up a fair $3.3fKJ. "Japa-

nese War Bride" bows in at the 52nd

Street today, replacing "It's a Big

Country," which did a satisfactory

$3,000 for its final week.

Garland to Wind Up
Palace Run Feb. 17

Judy Garland will end her

record-breaking 19-week run

at the RKO Palace here on
Feb. 17, in the longest "in

person" appearance since the

theatre opened in 1913.

Previous commitments for

the singing star were given

as the reason for posting the
closing date. Meanwhile, an
RKO Palace spokesman said

that the incoming show, the
personalities of which were
not disclosed, will start on
Feb. 19. The current two-a-
day reserved seat policy will

prevail. Lining up talent for

the new show is Sol Schwartz,
RKO Theatres president, now
in Hollywood.

Recruiting Role Is

Seen for Theatres
A plan whereby theatres can ac-

tively assist the Armed Forces in the

recruitment of women—apart from ex-

hibiting a short subject on the mili-

tary need—will be discussed at the

Feb. 20-21 Council of Motion Picture

Organizations board meeting in New
York, Robert W. Coyne, COMPO
special counsel, reported here yester-

day.

The outline of the plan, which
already has been approved by the

COMPO board, points to the use of

one or more theatres in a community
as recruiting centers. The extent to

which such an arrangement could be
applied depends, Coyne said, on
whether the Armed Forces see their

way clear to deploy defense personnel
to the theatres.

Arbitration Plan
(Continued from page 1)

Industry Groups
Seek Early Meet on

NPA Color TV Ban

Washington, Jan. 28.—The Mo-
tion Picture Association of America,
National Exhibitors Theatre Tele-

vision Committee and Theatre Own-
ers of America today asked the Na-
tional Production Authority to meet
with them before Feb. 8 on their re-

quest for permission to use color in

theatre television.

On Feb. 8, TV set makers are

slated to meet with NPA officials to

discuss revision of the agency's color

TV ban.

Last week, MPAA, NETTC and
TOA asked the government to rule

that the ban did not cover theatre TV
color but only color for home sets.

If this ruling could not be made im-
mediately, they said, NPA should give
the theatre TV people a chancfi to

present their case more fully at a
meeting with agency officials.

DuMont, 'lA' Line
Up for FCC Hearing
Washington, Jan. 28.—Allen B.

DuMont Laboratories, Inc. and the

lATSE filed notices of appearance to-

day in the Federal Communications
Commission Feb. 25 theatre television

hearing.

Additional notices were filed by the
American Federation of Labor, CBS
and the American Federation of Radio
Artists.

basis on which trade factors can work
out a mutually agreeable arbitration
system.

Describing point one, the scope,
Sullivan said, "Any matters arising

out of or in connection with film con-
tracts, or any matters involving clear-

ance and runs, or any controversy
over or concerning competitive bid-
ing" will be eligible for arbitration.

While exhibitors will have their choice
between turning to litigation or arbi-

tration, once they have resorted to
arbitration they cannot revert to liti-

gation. Other two points cover selec-

tion of arbiters and national adminis-
trator.

With the discussion on arbitration

running over from the morning ses-

sion into the afternoon, delegates
turned to discussion of trade prac-
tices later in the day.

In the trade practice session tribute

was paid to the success being experi-

enced by regional grievance panels,

which confine many threatening prob-

lems to handling on a local level.

Seasonal scheduling of pictures and
juggling of release dates were con-
demned as adding unnecessarily to

trade jiroblems, aggravating exhibitor

advertising planning, and limiting ex-

hibitor initiative.

Companies which have instituted

bidding for short subjects were scored

as spreading an already severely

trouble-making policy.

Exhibitors moved for more comi)re-

hensive planning on preparation of

press books, particularly with respect

Sponable Again in Zurich
Earl Sponable, director of research

for 20th Century-Fox, has arrived in

Zurich, Switzerland, from New Y^ork,

it was learned here yesterday. Spon-
able's trip, like previous ones, is in

connection with 2'Oth-Fox's Eidophor
CBS color theatre television system,

the equipment of which is expected
to arrive here shortly.

Meanwhile, Dr. W. R. G. Baker,
General Electric vice-president, who
will supervise the Eidophor.e develop-

ment here, has conferred with Spyros
P. Skouras at the 20th-Fox home of-

fice. Before his return to Syracuse,

Dr. Baker said the manufacture of the

system is now being worked out.

Ticket Tax Repeal
Urged By Governor
Jackson, Miss., Jan. 28.

—

Repeal of Mississippi's 10 per
cent amusement tax levied
against motion picture thea-
tre admissions was urged by
Governor Hugh L. White in
his inaugural address to the
new legislative session here.

Hit Buchman With
Contempt Citation

Washington, Jan. 28.— Sidney
Buchman, veteran Hollywood pro-
ducer, was cited for contempt today
by the House Committee on Un-
American Activities.

Today marked the second time that
Buchman failed to appear at a Com-
mittee hearing in response to a sub-
poena. Committee members said the
House would probably vote on the
contempt citation Wednesday.

Michael Blankfort, Hollywood
writer, told the Committee today that

he had never been and was not now a
member of the Communist Party. He
declared that he had belonged to sev-
eral "Communist Front" organiza-
tions, but that through his "own
negligence" he had let himself "be
used." Blankfort, who said he had
written for the New Masses and the
Daily Worker in the mid-30's in order
to get passes to theatrical events, ap-
peared in response to a Committee
subpoena.

to the needs of the small town show-
an.

More film salesmen are needed, the

meeting agreed, so that the small ex-

hibitor may have a better opportunity

to select his pictures advantageously.

Distributors must be made to- un-

derstand, it was held, that certain

practices in force are not above in-

vestigation, and that their continua-

tion tends to concentrate harmful
sales policies already abusive in ef-

fect.

SherriU C. Corwin, TOA vice-

president, will chairman the Wednes-
day morning session, at which Robert

E. Bryant will discuss Federal, state

and local taxation. Herman M. Levy.

TOA general counsel, will report on

the recent decision of the Florida

State Supreme Court on theatre ad-

mission taxes. The use of acetate

film to reduce insurance costs and

alleviate restrictions in building codes

will be the third subiect of the morn-
ing session, which will conclude with

a talk on federal controls on building

and modernization.
Wednesday afternoon will be de-

voted to a closed session with film

producers and studio officials, under

Johnston to Coast to

Talk Film Problems
W'ASHiNiQTON^ Jan. 28.—Eric A.

Johnston, Motion Picture Association
of America president, will confer in

Hollywood during the early part of

February with "various people" on in-

dustry problems. He, MPAA infor-

mation chief Kenneth Clark, Mrs.
Johnston and Merrie Smith, Johnston's
secretary, will leave New York for

the Coast on Wednesday.
This will be Johnston's first trip to

the Coast since he resumed his MPAA
duties. He will stay there until Feb.

12.

Crescent Premiere Feb. 28
Nashville, Jan. 28.—The world

premiere of Warner's "About Face"

will take place here with the opening

of Crescent Amusement Company's

new 2,030-seat Tennessee Theatre on

Feb. 28. Hollywood stars will attend

the premiere, according to R. E.

Baulch, Crescent president, and Ker-

mit C. Stengel, executive vice-presi-

dent.

the chairmanship of Si Fabian. El-

mer Rhoden will preside at the Thurs-

day morning session, covering public

relations, box office stimulants, and

a report on the industry's public rela-

tions shorts. Company trailers on

forthcoming product will be screened.

Thursday afternoon session, chair-

manned by E. D. Martin, Martin

Theatres head, will cover regional or-

ganizations and grievance panels
;

in-

creasing TOA units and membership

;

representation of exhibitor problems

to distributors.

Delegates will be the guests of

Charles P. Skouras at a cocktail party

in Variety Club Thursday evening
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Allied Board
Will Approve

Arbitration
Myers Sees Affirmative

Action on 'Some' Plan

Washington, Jan. 29.— Allied

States Association's mid - winter

board meeting here next week will

definitely approve some kind of ar-

bitration proposal, general counsel

Abram F. Myers promised today.

"The board will take up the

subject on the first day and
stick to it until a plan satis-

factory to it has been drawn,"

Myers announced in releasing

the agenda for the coming ses-

sion. Other top items on the

agenda are film rentals and
election of new Allied officers.

The board will meet at the Statler

Hotel, Feb. 5 and 6. Prior to the

{Continued on page 6)

Progress Made in

Industry's TV Bid

Substantial progress in finalizing

the industry's TV presentation to the

Federal Communications Commission
was reported here yesterday to the

executive committee of the Motion
Picture Association of America.
The meeting highlighted also fur-

ther discussions on the line-up of wit-
nesses, in addition to those already an-
nounced. Other topics included the

public interest phase of the presenta-
tion, programming and the technical
aspects.

The sentiments of those attending
was described as being unanimously
in favor of the industry presenting a

(Continued on page 7)

MPAA Moving for

Ad Credit Changes

Conferences on the Coast with
representatives of the Screen Direc-
tors and Screen Writers guilds with
a view to altering some of the tradi-
tional requirements with respect to
writers' and directors' credits in ad-
vertising material have been sched-
uled by Eric A. Johnston, Alotion Pic-
ture Association of America presi-
dent.

Johnston, who will leave here to-
day for Hollywood in company with

(Continued on page 3)

TOA Asks for

Cash Aid in TV
Licensing Bid
Hollywood, Jan. 29. — Theatre

Owners of America board members
today unanimously endorsed activi-

ties thus far carried on by the Na-
tional Exhibitors Theatre Television

Committee, as outlined to exhibitors

at the annual mid-winter meeting by
committee chairman Si Fabian, who
urged that rank and file exhibitors

should give cash support to NETTC's
activities. Fabian said 25 cents per

seat for theatres seating 1,D00 or over,

17}^ cents per seat for those seating

fewer, is the proper basis for contribu-

tions. Although predicting favorable re-

(Continued on page 6)

UA Theatre Circuit
Net $402,290 in '51

Net income of United Artists Thea-
tre Circuit, Inc., for the year ending
Aug. 31, 1951 was $402,290 compared
to the previous year's $614,383, the

company's annual statement disclosed

here yesterdaj'.

The biggest difference in the con-

(Cciitimted on page 6)

u.k:. weighs cut
in film dollars
Name Schnee Head

Of Special M-G-M
Production Group

Hollywood, Jan. 29.—A new M-G-
M production group, which will afford

young producers, directors, writers

and players greater opportunities, has

been set up by Dore Schary, produc-

tion vice-president. Charles Schnee,

who has written screenplays for some
of the company's key pictures, has

been named executive in charge of

the group which will make 10 to 15

films a year.

Selected as producers of the group
are Henry Berman, Matthew Rapf,

Arthur Loew, Jr., Hayes Goetz, Sol

Fielding and Sidney Franklin, Jr.

According to Schary, the group's

production emphasis will be on a wide
range of "challenging and provoca-
tive entertainments" with some films

of an experimental nature. The
group's productions will have no set

budgets.

Schwartz Cites Progress

Of N. Y. Industry Group
The New York conniiunity is today conscious of a motion picture

industry in a more friendly and understanding way than it was some
nine months ago when the Organization of the Motion Picture Industry

of the City of New York began its campaign to improve public relations

and promote at-

$380,000 from Censor
Fees in 10 Montfis
Albany, N.Y., Jan. 29.—Gov-

ernor Dewey, in his budget
message to the State Leg sla-

ture here today, reported that
motion picture censorship fee

collections during the first 10

months of the current fiscal

vear have amounted to $380,-

000, compared with $324,000
during the same period of
1950-51, "mostly as a result

of the current practice of

purchasing duplicate seals by
license applicants."
Total revenue in 1951-52,

he continued, is estimated at
$450,000, and the same amount
is expected during 1952-53.

tendance at the-

atres, according
to a progress
-report released

iiere yesterday
by Fred J.

Schwartz, OM-
PI chairman.

In a letter
o f transmittal,

Schwartz sum-
marized the 24-

page illustrated

report to exhib-
itors of New
York in these
words : "Your

industry has had a spokesman in the
community to speak for the industry
rather than for one business interest,
theatre or picture. Relations with
newspapers have improved, and their
friendly support has been channeled

(Continued on page 3)

Fred Schwartz

Butler Tells Commons
Government May Reopen
Pact Next September

London, Jan. 29.—Consideration
is being given by the British gov-
ernment to the possibility of reduc-
ing dollar payments to American
film distributors under the existing

agreement between this country
and the American companies. Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer Richard Aus-
ten Butler told Commons today.

Butler made it clear that the
government is contemplating no
extraordinary action to reduce
the conversion of film com-
panies' earnings here but, rath-
er, is considering means of act-
ing within the provisions of
two-year remittance agreement
itself, which can be reopened

(Continued on page 3)

Para. Sales Meet
In Chi. Tomorrow

Branch managers of Paramount's
Central, South Central and Western
divisions will gather tomorrow at the
Hotel Drake, Chicago, for the open-
ing session of a four-day sales meet-
ing which will be conducted by A. W.
Schwalberg, president of Paramount
Film Distributing Corp.
The meeting follows sessions held

in New York for the Eastern, South-
ern and Mid-Eastern division, and
like that conclave will also be at-

tended by home office executives and
field representatives.

Present, in addition to Schwalberg,
will be E. K. O'Shea, Jerry Pickman,

(Continued on page 6)

Expand 20th'sPhila.

Product Seminar

Theatremen from the Washington
?.nd Pittsburgh exchange areas are to
join with Philadelphia theatremen to-
morrow at the Erlanger Theatre in
Philadelphia where 20th Century-Fox
will hold the first of several regional
product seminars and merchandising
meetings spearheaded by vice-president
Charles Einfeld and his advertising-
publicity staff'.

The exhibitors, accompanied by
their advertising - publicity - booking

(Continued on page 3)
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Goldwyn Hits Chi.

Release System;

Asks Decree Change

Chicago. Jan. 29.—Following a

long distance telephone interview with
Samuel Goldwyn regarding the elTect

of the Jackson Park decree on motion
picture producers, Will Leonard de-

votes his "Tower Ticker" column in

today's Chicago Tribune to a discus-

sion of the Chicago release system
and Goldwyn's opinions of the system.

He quotes Goldwyn as saying "one
important figure has been forgotten in

the Jackson Park decree case, and
that is the independent producer.

"The Jackson Park decree grew out

of a fight between exhibitors. When
the court finished carving up the play-

ing time so there were no extended
Loop runs without court permission

the independent producers who were
not involved in the suit also found
themselves carve d up in little bits

without the possibility of long Loop
engagements. The independent pro-

ducer finds that competitive forces

no longer are at work and he is once
more at the mercy of the theatre own-
ers. I'm an independent producer,"
the quote continues, "and I've spent

all my life fighting the very monopoly
the Jackson Park decree is aimed at

;

yet, when I asked for an e.xtended run
for 'I \^'ant You' I was turned down
point blank although the court didn't

even look at the picture before refus-

ing. I believe experience has shown
that the Jackson Park decree should
be amended so no independent produc-
er should be bound or affected in any
way by its terms."

Schwartz Chairman
Of NCCJ Group
Fred J. Schwartz, vice-president of

Century Circuit, has been appointed
.Metropolitan New York committee
chairman of the amusement industry's

])articipatioii in the 1952 fund-raising
campaign on behalf of the National
Conference of Christians and Jews,
George P. Skouras, Amusements
division chairman announced.

Youngstein to Coast
For Look at Product
Max E. Youngstein, United Artists

vice-president, will leave here by plane
on Sunday for Hollywood where he
will view several pictures, some com-
mitted and some uncommitted to the
distributing company.
Committed pictures which Young-

stein will view during a one-week
stay on the Coast include Stanley
Kramer's "High Xoon," Robson-
Weiss' "Captive City," Anthony Vey-
er's "Miracle from Mars," and .Mex
Ciottleib's "The Fighter."

UA Appoints Ende
Assistant Controller
Joe Hnde has been apijointcd assist-

ant controller of United .Artists here
by A. K. Bollgicr, treasurer of UA.
It is a new post. He will supervise
the comjjany's domestic and foreign
accounting dei/artnients.

Personal Mention
OBERT WOLF, RKO Radio
managing director in London, is

scheduled to leave there by plane to-

morrow for New York.

R'

William F. Rodgers, M-G-M vice-

president and sales consultant, was
guest of the Off-the-Record Club at

a special meeting held at the 21 Club
here yesterday.

•

Sam Schneider, editor of Motion
Picture and Television magazine, will

leave here for Hollywood Friday.
•

Scott R. Dunlap is in New York
from Hollywood en route to Europe.

HERBERT J. YATES, president

of Republic Pictures, has re-

turned to New York from the Coast.

SoL Lesser will be honored tomor-
row by the Hollywood Foreign Cor-
respondents Association at its monthly
press interview luncheon.

J. W. (Pete) Dailey, West Coast
editor of McCall's magazine, has ar-

rived here from the Coast.

Marty Weiser, Lippert Pictures

ad-publicity director, left Hollywood
by plane yesterday for New York.

Johnston Approved
Washington, Jan. 29.—The Sen-

ate Foreign Relations Committee to-

day approved the nomination of Mo-
tion Picture Association of America
president Eric A. Johnston to be
chairman of the International Devel-
opment advisory board. Confirmation
by the Senate itself is expected
promptly.

'Rashomon' Gross Up
The RKO Radio release, "Rasho-

mon" at the Little Carnegie here, in

its fifth week grossed $14,100, which
is better than the fourth week by
$600. The picture has been booked
into the Dupont in Washington on
Feb. 5, and the Exeter Street Theatre
in Boston for mid-February.

Union Head Convicted
George Maher, executive secretary

of the National Association of Broad-
cast Engineers and Technicians, CIO,
was convicted in Special Sessions
Court here of third degree assault

on Harold Spivak, lATSE counsel.

Maher was accused of striking Spivak
at a National Labor Relations Board
hearing here last June. Sentencing
is scheduled for Feb. 27, pending
which Maher is free on $500 bail.

NABET is involved in a jurisdic-

tional dispute with lATSE, an AFL
affiliate.

Detroit Strike Averted
Detroit, Jan. 29.—A truckers strike

which would have involved film car-

riers here was settled late yesterday.
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There's No Business Like Business!

Newsreel

Parade

CENTURY-FOX

UGYPTIAN discord and violence

in Indo-China are currently

highlighted in nemsreels. Other items
include various personalities in the

nezvs and sports. Complete contents
jollou':

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 10—Egyptian
reign of terror. Sen. Taft on foreign policy.

Crash landing. Dionne quints. Premiere of
"Red Skies of Montana." Square dance.
Millrose games.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 244^Terror
in Egypt. Violence in Indo-China. Wings
for the Foreign I.egion. Gorillas take "I.Q."
test. Siports: Millrose meet. School for um-
pires. Dionne quints.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 47—Dionne
quints. Eric Johnston sees President Tru-
man on "Point Four" post. Sen. Kefauver.
Film "Henriettas" awarded. Middle East
spotlight: Egypt, French Morocco, oil fields

in Iraq.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. S-A—Report
on Indo-China. Demand grows for German
unity. "G.I.'s" trained for winter war.
France's answer to morale in Korea. Sport
flashes: basketball.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 530—Terror in
Egypt. Tndo-China violence. .Senator Taft
in the political spotlight. Flashes from the
world of sport: Millrose games.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. SO —
Egypt. SfCn. Taft attacks foreign policy.
Kefauver presents family. Florida swim
fashions. Gehrmann wins Wanamaker mile.
Umpire school. Speed skating. International
bob-sledding championship.

Two Doubt Hyman's
Charge on Product
Albany, N. Y., Jan. 29.—The first

comments
. on the charge by Edward

L. Hyman, United Paramount Thea-
tres vice-president, that distributors

hold back their best films for holiday
release, have come from two ex-
hibition representatives in this area.
Both took exception to Hyman's con-
tention.

Charles A. Smakwitz, Warner
Theatres zone manager, said he
doubted that such practice is fol-

lowed, but if so, "it is not wise."
Harry Lament, chairman of the Al-
bany Theatre Owners of America
unit, said : "I don't believe this is so,

for two reasons. The first is that

producers cannot consistently gauge,
in pre-release time, how well the pub-
lic will support a given picture. The
second is that banks have a lot of

money tied up in unreleased product,
and producers cannot possibly hold
back films for holiday spotting ex-
clusively. The pressure to put them
on the market and start collecting-

rentals is too great for bunching."
Smakwitz held that "a good picture

can play anytime, anywhere, under
any circumstance and do business. I

have played top product under the
most adverse conditions, and grossed
big. There are few periods which are
really 'weak' if the bill is strong. I

concede that Holy Week is poor for

the box-oflice in Albany and Troy,
but it is not in Utica. I would like

to have good pictures for release when
another company might hold its back
for choice time. That would be the

spot in which to clean up.

Hyman's charge was referred by
the Council of Motion Picture Or-
ganizations to the industry for com-
ment.
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JVEWS
in Brief .

Buffalo, Jan. 29.—M. J. Wolf, in-

ternational chief barker of the Variety

Clubs, was commended, by Clare J.

Appel, executive director of the Cana-
dian Motion Picture Distributors As-
sociation, for "the magnificent case"

he presented in the affirmative in a de-

bate on whether "movies are better

than ever" which was presented over
radio-television from Buffalo last Sat-

urday on the "Buffalo University

Forum of the Air" program.
Negative arguments were presented

in the debate by a professor of Eng-
lish from Buffalo University and
drama critics of Buffalo newspapers.

•

The effective date of the resignation

of Ray Moon, 20th Century-Fox Cen-

tral division manager, is April 12, it

was announced here by the company.

No successor has been named yet.

•

There will be a private showing at

the Museum of Modern Art here

Monday of the South African film,

"The Magic Garden," prior to its

American premiere at the Trans-Lux
60th Street Theatre on Tuesday. The
British film, "David," will also be

shown.
•

Memphis, Jan. 29.—The promotion

of R. L. Bostick, manager of National

Simplex-Bludworth Co. to vice-presi-

dent with the Atlanta, Charlotte,

Dallas, New Orleans, Oklahoma City

and St. Louis offices under his super-

vision was announced here. He will

remain in Memphis.
•

Preparations to bring the Book of

Knowledge to television and the

screen will begin on the Coast this

week, Jesse J. Goldburg, producer, an-

nounced here prior to his return to

Hollywood.
In a deal concluded with E. J. Mc-

Cabe, Jr., president of the Grolier So-

ciety, Inc., publishers of the book,

Goldburg was granted exclusive rights

for television and screen. The pro-

gram will consist of two 30-minute

shows a week, to begin in the fall.

•

Memphis, Jan. 29.—Fred Myers
has resigned as branch manager of

Lippert Pictures and bought a half

interest in the Realart Pictures fran-

chise here with Cliff Wallace. Myers'

successor has not yet been named.

'Bend' Sets Gross

Records in the West

Universal-International's "Bend of

the River," in its initial 30 key pre-re-

lease engagements in the Northwest
territory is setting all-time record

grosses for any U-I release in the his-

tory of the company, topping the

record grosses of "The Egg and I,"

"Francis" and "Canyon Passage," it

is understood.
Some estimated first-week grosses

are: Broadway, Portland, $22,000;
Heilig, Eugene, $10,000; Egyptian,

Coos Bay, $8,000 ;
Eltryn, Baker, $3,-

500; Kuhn, Lebanon, $3,600; Lyric,

Prineville, $2,000; Liberty, LaGrand,
$3,500; Elsinore, Salem, $11,000, all

in Oregon; Ada, Boise, $12,000; Pix,

Nampa, $5,000; Roxy, Caldwell, $3,-

500, in Idaho
;

Orpheum, Seattle,

$25,000.

U.K. Weighs
{Continued from page 1)

by either side at the end of its

first year, next Oct. 1.

Butler's remarks were contained in

his speech outlining steps to be taken

to halt overseas spending and the con-

tinuing drain on Britain's dollar re-

serves. Commons, reassembling today

after its year-end recess, was stag-

gered by the scope of the Butler pro-

posals, even though it was previously

prepared to hear of stringent mea-
sures.

Sweeping Cuts

Sweeping cuts in the whole field of

expenditure, ranging from food to a
22-million pounds cut in tobacco im-
ports, were described by Butler. He
apparently felt the fact that films es-

caped required explanation and said

that in view of the current monetary
agreement he proposed nothing re-

garding film imports until September
but warned that consideration, mean-
while, is being given to the possibility

of future cuts.

Under the current agreement, ne-

gotiated in London last summer and
which became effective last Oct. 1, the

American film industrv is permitted to

withdraw $17,000,000" annually, plus

33 1/3 per cent of their investment
in film production in Britain and their

share of funds paid into the Eady
Pool. A minimum guaranty of $4,000,-

000 annually attaches to the latter

provision and estimates place the

share of production investment at an-

other $2,000,000.

Ad Credit Changes
{Continued from page 1)

Kenneth Clark, MPAA information
director, also will meet there with Jo-
seph I. Breen, Production Code Ad-
ministrator, and several production
executives. General industry problems
will be discussed at the meetings.

At a meeting here yesterday after-

noon with members of the MPAA ad-

vertising-publicity committee, headed
by Charles Simonelli of Universal,

Johnston discussed the plans for "cut-

ting down" on writers' and directors'

credits in advertisements of pictures,

and also outlined for the group the

prospects and problems facing the

MPAA in general.

To Give More Freedom

The purpose of the plans to alter

the credits, it was pointed out, is not

to deprive the writers and directors

unnecessarily of recognition for their

efforts, but to give those who pre-

pare motion picture advertisements

more freedom in their work. Adver-
tising managers are said to regard
the demands for credits from writers

and directors as too "hidebound" at

present.

The Simonelli committee will meet
again today to discuss a number of

proposals for the projected newspaper
advertising campaign for the Council

of Motion Picture Organizations. A
decision on a particular tvpe of lay-

out may be reached today at the meet-

ing, it was said.

In addition to Simonelli, the fol-

lowing were present at yesterday's ad-

publicity committee meeting with

Johnston : Howard Dietz, Jerome
Pickman, S. Barret McCormick, How-
ard LeSieur, Gilbert Golden, Francis

Winikus, Manning J. Clagett, Ken-
neth Clark, Ralph Hetzel and Alfred

Corwin.

Percentage
Suits Upheld
Ro.\NOKE, ^'a., Jan. 29.—Federal

Judge S. John Paul has denied a
motion made by defendants Rives
Brown, Franz M. Westfall and the

Martinsville Theatre Management
Corp. to dismiss them from pending
percentage suits on the claim that

they were improperly named and
joined in the actions.

Also denied was the defendants'

motion to dismiss on the ground that

the court did not have jurisdiction of

them because $3,000 was not involved
in each suit.

At the same time, with the consent
of both sides. Judge Paul dismissed
from these actions the defendant Ber-
nard Depkin, because he is now re-

siding in Florida and is out of the

jurisdiction of the court here.

The actions are by Loew's, 20th
Century-Fox, RKO, United Artists

and Universal, and involve the oper-
ation of the Rives, Rex and BeeDee
theatres in Martinsville and the Ritz
in Danville.

Archibald G. Robertson, and T.
Justin Moore, Jr., of the Richmond
law firm of Hunton, Williams, An-
derson, Gay and Moore appeared on
behalf of the distributors, with Sargoy
and Stein of New York of counsel.

Product Seminar
{Continu-ed from page 1)

heads, will hear Einfeld and his staffs

outline plans formulated for all re-
leases scheduled through June.
Among those from Washington who

have been invited are George A.
Crouch, Warner Brothers ; Orville
Crouch, Loew's ; Morton G. Thal-
heimer. Neighborhood Theatres

;
Syd-

ney Lust, Washington; Elliot Hoff-
man, Alexandria Amusement Co.

;

Harley Davidson, Independent The-
atre Services

; J. B. Walsh, Exhibit-
ors Service; Morton Gerber, District
Theatres; S. E. Craber, Charlotte;
Stanley Baker, Hamden Theatre, Bal-
timore.
Also, Lauritz Garman, Uptown Theatre,

Baltimore; Fred A. Kogod, Apex Theatre;
Frank H. Durkee, Baltimore; Leon Back,
Baltimore: L. J. Gaertner, Ritz Theatre
Enterprises, Baltimore; Robert Levine,
Riverview Theatre. Norfolk; Sam Roth.
Washington; Joseph Bemheimer, Village
Theatre; Lloyd Wineland. Anacostia Thea-
tre: Leonard Gordon, Palace Theatre, New-
port News; Benjamin T. Pitts, Colonial
Theatre, Fredericksburg; Milton Schwaber.
Met Theatre, Baltimore: Jack Fruchtman.
Washington ; Dan Weinberg, Maryland,
and D. D. Query, Virginia.
Pittsburgh area exhibitors include M. A.

Silver. Warner Brothers; John H. Harris.
Hams Amusement Co.; Bert M. Steam,
Cooperative Theatre Service; John R. Os-
borne, Capitol Theatre, Wheeling; Michael
Manor, Michael Manos. Monessen Amuse-
ment Co., and C. A. Notapulas. Altoona.

London Hails 'Vadis'
London, Jan. 29.—Despite bitter,

wintry weather prevailing here over
the W'-eekend, M-G-M's "Quo Vadis"
opened Saturday to capacity crowds
and long waiting lines, which were
repeated yesterday and today. News-
paper reviews of the picture were
mixed but authoritative publications
agreed its large-scale, spectacular
features assure it long runs.

End U. K: Film Posts
London, Jan. 29.—The Foreign Of-

fice has decided to disband its consu-
lar motion picture service in key
embassies around the world, first un-

dertaken several years ago.

N.Y. Group
{Continued front page 1)

to helpful purposes.

"Progress has been made," Schwartz'

letter continued, "in addressing our-

selves to school children—the audi-

ences of tomorrow—to women, to

church groups and to organized audi-

ences, toward changing the public at-

titude about pictures to a concrete ex-

pression of enjoyment. But, it is

only the beginning. The surfaces have
been scratched and no more."

'Surface Scratching'

The "surface scratching" since May
1, 1951, according to the report, em-
braced these achievements : special

features in the Daily Nezvs, Herald-
Trihune, Daily Mirror, Brooklyn
Eagle, Journal-American, Publishers'

Weekly, New York Post, New York
Times and other journals; publicizing

of the advantages of theatre air con-

ditioning; the special 'junket' of film

stars to Albany ; circulation of a bul-

letin on motion pictures to teachers

;

civic co-operation; contests, study and
investigations ; courses in motion pic-

ture work for teachers ; enlistment of

the support of educators in general

;

high school exhibits ; defense of the

industry on various fronts ;
library

exhibits ; enlistment of the support of

Mayor Vincent R. Impellitteri ; mo-
tion picture forums in schools.

Also, the meeting of motion pic-

ture personalities with a major group
of clubwomen ; film promotion ads

;

cooperation with the Council of

Motion Picture Organizations and
"Movietime, U. S. A.," luncheons and
rallies in connection therewith; New
York Times Youth Forum coopera-
tion ; studies relating to the possibility

of closer contact with the clergy

;

syndicated column inroads ; establish-

ment of a working plan of coopera-
tion between the OMPI and Macy's
Department Store, and many other
promotions, studies and activities.

No mention is made in the report,

Schwartz pointed out, to "countless
calls on newspapers, radio stations,

representatives of community groups,
clubs, correspondence and acknowl-
edgments of many matters that af-

fected the industry, interviews, studies
and surveys of various problems, sup-
port to various distributors and ex-
hibitors on particular pictures.

"In terms of long range public re-
lations," he added, "we consider the
things not listed in this report of

equal importance to those listed."

The OMPI, which includes distri-

bution as well as exhibition interests
here has been assisted by Lynn Farnol
as special representative.

Call U. K. Quota Meet
London, Jan. 29.—A special meet-

ing has been called for Feb. 28 of the
Films Council, statutory body ap-
pointed to advise the president of the
Board of Trade on quota matters, to
discuss the quota for the year com-
mencing Oct. 1 next. The Board
has asked the trade associations con-
cerned to submit facts and views for
consideration by the Council.

Warter Coming Here
London, Jan. 29.—Sir Philip War-

ter, chairman of Associated British
Picture Corp., will sail from England
on the Nieu Amsterdam, Wednesday,
for a five weeks' visit to New York
and Washington. Much of his time
will be spent observing late technical

I developments in television, he said.



PREVIEWED!
We Came! We Saw! We're Back with FACTS!

Just returned from California, M-G-M
Home Office representatives bring the

industry the following report of pictures

previewed, great news for all!

"THE WILD NORTH' -The advance prediction that this is "The King

Solomon's Mines of 1952" is richly confirmed. In New Ansco Color M-G-M has

created a great adventure of primitive passions in an untamed wilderness. Stewart

Granger, Wendell Corey, Cyd Charisse.

''SINGIN' IN THE RAIN/-This Technicolor musical goldmine for

Easter holiday release (save your dates!) will write new box-office history. We
make the unqualified statement that it is the greatest in the long, resplendent

history of M-G-Musicals. It will rain GOLD! Gene Kelly, Donald O'Connor, Debbie

Reynolds, Jean Hagen, Millard Mitchell, Cyd Charisse.

"THE BELLE OF NEW YORK"-TheDancing-0n-Air Picture. The
happy-go-lucky Technicolor musical show with the most startling trick dance since

the dancing-on-the-ceiling number from "Royal Wedding." Novelty, visual beauty,

expert dancing, great songs, romance, robust humor, are the ingredients of what is

sure to be a rousing nationwide success. Fred Astaire, Vera-EUen, Marjorie Main,

Keenan Wynn, Alice Pearce, Clinton Sundberg, Gale Robbins.

^^SKIRTS AHOY!'—Heralded as another "Anchor's Aweigh" this joyous

Technicolor musical about the WAVES packs a screenful of star-studded enter-

tainment that will breeze its way to box-office fame across the nation! Top talent,

(continued)



(continued)

terrific tunes, appealing love story, make it a mighty musical for the masses!

Esther Williams, Joan Evans, Vivian Blaine, Barry Sullivan, Keefe Brasselle, Billy

Eckstine, The De Marco Sisters, Dean Miller.

"LOVELY TO LOOK AT" -Exactly what the title says. Ifs the Big-

gest Technicolor eyeful since "An American In Paris" with a terrific cast that

sparkles all the way. Inspired by the famed stage hit "Roberta" it's rich with

song, hilarious fun, spectacle and romance. It's 1952's headline musical ! Kathryn

Grayson, Red Skelton, Howard Keel, Marge & Gower Champion, Ann Miller,

Zsa Zsa Gabor, Kurt Kasznar.

"SCARAMOUCH E" —Without question this Technicolor masterpiece is

destined to be one of the very Biggest Hits of 1952. It's the answer to the fans'

long-felt desire for another "Three Musketeers" and it's even more glorious and

thrilling. The ultimate in handsome, daring, swashbuckling adventure produced in

the magnificent manner of the company that makes the Big ones ! Stewart Granger,

Eleanor Parker, Janet Leigh, Mel Ferrer, Henry Wilcoxon, Nina Foch, Lewis Stone,

Richard Anderson.

"IVANHOE"-The new Technicolor Giant from the "Quo Vadis" Company.

M-G-M has brought to spectacular life the world-beloved romantic novel, breath-

taking in its massive, sweeping action, thrilling in its unique scenes of strife and

conflict, exciting in its story of dangerous men and beautiful women. BIG with

M-G-M BIGNESS ! Robert Taylor, Elizabeth Taylor, Joan Fontaine, George Sanders,

Emlyn Williams.

''CARBINE WILLIAMS"-The good news is that M-G-M has another

"Stratton Story." This drama has all the authentic romance and heart-beat that

captivated the public in "Stratton Story" PLUS powerful prison sequences that

give it even more box-oflfice stature and exploitability. A sure-fire, heart-stirring

mass entertainment! James Stewart, Wendell Corey, Jean Hagen.

"THE MERRY WIDOW" -The Technicolor Musical love story that

will set the world afire with its singing, dancing, romancing. As bubbly as cham-

pagne and just as heady in its love story ! Eye-filling beauty, infinite charm, delightful

humor, brilliant star performances all combine to make it one of the year's top attrac-

tions. Lana Turner, Fernando Lamas, Una Merkel, Richard Haydn, Thomas Gomez.

"BECAUSE YOU'RE MINE'-The voice that sent the song "Be My
Love" to the top of the hit parade, the romantic singer who enthralled the nation

with his performance as the Great Caruso now truly reaches the very top. The last

word in song and hot-blooded love that assure the fans a big-scale spell-binding

entertainment. Mario Lanza, Doretta Morrow, James Whitmore.
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TOA Asks for

(Coiitiinicd from page 1)

action on the part of the Federal Coni-

niuiiications Commission when the in-

dustry presents its case for the alloca-

tion of ultra-high-frequency channels
in Washington, Feb. 25. Fabian cau-

tioned that strong opposition is to be
expected from A. T. and T., broad-
casting companies, advertising agen-
cies and other interests.

Opposition from A. T. & T., which
Fabian said maintains one of the most
powerful lobbies in Washington, will

be strictly profit-motivated, since the-

atre-television would have to use
phone lines if UHF channels are de-

nied the industry. Question-answer
period on this phase of opposition

brought out that engineers have told

NETTC that phone line transmission

does not give adequate picture for

theatre use, and phone line costs

would be about double costs for UHF
operation.

Broadcasting companies' opposition

would be the normal attempt to pre-

vent other interests from using air

now under their complete control, Fa-
bian said, and advertising agencies

will oppose for parallel reason. Both,
he said, will be apprehensive that the-

atre-network operation could take

away from them entertainment events
and attractions now available to them
exclusively.

Fabian explained the industry is

asking for three types of channel

:

Inter-city, intra-city, and pick-up.

One inter-city and one pick-up channel
are needed, he said, but six intra-city

channels are sought, so that as many
as six different shows can be offered
exhibitors within any given city, mak-
ing a wide selection of programs pos-
sible. Inter-city channel would link

city with city, and the pick-up chan-
nel would take care of picking up spe-

citl or sports events. The latter, he
said, probably will be a minor element
in eventual theatre-television opera-
tion.

Seeking 10-Megocycle Bands
NETTC is seeking 10-megacycle

bands, instead of four-megacycle
bands now in use, as this would be
necessary for satisfactory color tele-

vision in theatres, Fabian said.

Answering questions, he said be-

tween 500 and 1,000 theatre-television

sets can be installed within 12 months
if the go-sign is flashed, and estimated
that theatres ultimately will have
$500,000,000 invested in Theatre TV.

Discussion as to subject matter for

theatre-telecasting covered a wide
range of probabilities, with Fabian
stressing the thought that whatever is

telecast will be supplemental to mo-
tion pictures.

Following Fabian, National The-
atres engineer R. R. McCullough

Banner Billing for

TOA Meet in Papers
Los Angeles, Jan. 29.—Los

Angeles newspapers, serviced
by Charles P. Skouras' Na-
tional Theatres publicity de-
partment, have been giving
the Theatre Owners of Amer-
ica midwinter board meeting
banner billing without prece-
dent in local history.

Para. Sales Meet
{Continued from page 1)

Oscar A. Morgan, Monroe R. Good-
man, Robert J. Rubin, Sid Blumen-
stock, Joseph A. Walsh, Fred Leroy,

and Sid Mesibov. Teet Carle, studio

publicity manager, will represent pro-

duction.

Attending from the field will be

J. J. Donohue, H. Cohen, A. M. Kane,
Lloyd Hendrick, George Srnith, Les-
ter Coleman; J. H. Stevens, Donald
Hicks, G. R. Frank, Irving Wertha-
mer, J. T. McBride, Marion Ander-
son, Tom Bridge, Harry Hamburg,
Howard Nicholson, C. H. Weaver,
Harry Haas, Alfred Taylor, Ward
Pennington, Wayne Thiriot, F. H.
Smith, H. Neal East, H. Hausteih,
Bob Blair, Walter Hoffman, Bob
Bixler, E. G. Fitzgibbon, James
Castle, and Fete Bayes, Denver.

gave a detailed exposition of the Ei-

dophor television system, and dis-

played a model showing hpw Fox
West Coast houses throughout Cali-

fornia will be linked by micro-wave
when channels become available.

Guest speakers were Major Gen-
eral William Morgan, urging exhibit-

ors to cooperate in the drive for blood

donors, and George Jessel, speaking

on the need for encouraging usher-

ettes to join the women's branches of

the various armed services.

Executive director Gael Sullivan

told newspaper men "third dimen-
sional movies are feasible" and that

the "development of this medium
would place the commercial theatre

in a position to give a unique pro-

gram that free home television would
not have."

Topics to be discussed with pro-

ducers at the seminar tomorrow are:

film cycles
;

quantity and quality of

product ; release of features to tele-

vision ; television trailers ; new talent

;

improved accessories ; seasonal release

schedules
;
picture titles.

Wytock to Monogram
Hollywood, Jan. 29.—Grant Wy-

tock, Edward Small's associate for the

past 16 years, has been signed by
Monogram-Allied Artists.

Allied Board
{Continued from page 1)

board sessions, there will be separate

meetings of Allied's arbitration, Car-
avan and national film committees.

Myers' proposed arbitration plan

has already gone out to Allied arbi-

tration committee members and they

are to have recommendations ready

to present to the board.

Emphasis on Film Rentals

"Based on preliminary correspond-

ence, major emphasis will be put on

the subject of film rentals," Myers
continued. "Increasing film costs ap-

pear to be the number one problem of

exhibitors everywhere. It will be

involved in the discussiosn on arbi-

tration in the hope of devising a meth-

od whereby hard-pressed exhibitors

can secure relief through arbitration

in meritorious cases. An attempt will

be made to devise a formula of gen-

eral application for the pricing of

pictures that will be fair to all parties

concerned. And plans for an intense,

aggressive campaign against the pres-

ent pricing policies of distributors will

be adopted for use unless and until

relief is forthcoming by more orderly

means."
One of the items up for discussion

in this connection will be the resolu-

tion of the board of Allied Theatres

of Michigan proposing that national

Allied study "a participating partner-

ship percentage plan for determining

film rental."

Over 50 Allied members are
expected to be at the sessions,

either as board members or as

consultants or observers, My-
ers said. Election of new offi-

cers will be a key item of busi-

ness, with some pre-meeting
talk suggesting Wilbur Snaper,
president of New Jersey Allied,

as a likely candidate to suc-
ceed Trueman T. Rembusch as
Allied president.

Jack Kirsch will lead a discussion

on "the increasing menace of sales

by film companies of pictures to tele-

vision stations and sponsors," Myers
said. He declared that this subject

had been carried over from the fall

meeting "for special consideration at

this time."

Other items on the agenda, accord-

ing to Myers, are : discussion of the

position to be taken by Allied repre-

sentatives on various problems to be

discussed at the COMPO meetings
on Feb. 20 and 21 ; the possibility of

a new national campaign for repeal

of the Federal admission tax
;
report

on the status of the theatre television

proceedings before the Federal Com-
munications Commission ; the question

of whether the board should "recede
from or reaffirm" its 1946 resolution

opposing theatre collections, "in view
of increasing demands for theatre col-

lections"; action on the application

for membership of Allied Theatre
Owners of Oklahoma; a report by
Kirsch on the outlook for the 1952
convention in Chicago, and Myers' an-
nual report.

Arnall Declines Comment
.Society of Independent Motion Pic-

ture Producers president Ellis Arnall
in Atlanta yesterday declined to com-
ment on a New York newspaper col-

umnist's report that he would be of-

fered the post of special assistant to
U. S. Attorney General J. Howard
McGrath in charge of investigating
corruption in the Federal government.

Pabst and His Crew
Win UA Sales Drive
New Orleans, Jan. 29. —

George Pabst and the entire
staff of United Artists' ex-
change here have just re-
ceived word from the home
office that they won first

prize in the 17-week sales
contest recently finished.
Congratulations from home
office, film row and exhibitors
in New Orleans are pour-
ing in.

UA Theatre Circuit
{Continued from, page 1)

solidated income statement for the

two years fell under the heading of

"Proportion of Undistributed Net
Profit." For 1951 it was $481,367,
while for 1950 it was $780,500. Net
income before deducting interest, de-
preciation, amortization and provision

for Federal income taxes was $334,672
for 1951 and $270,712 for 1950.

Total theatre investments in 1951

were $11,826,411, as compared to

$10,991,257 in 1950.

FWC to Use 'Time' Series
Los Angeles, Jan. 29.—Added to

the theatre circuits that have started

to play March of Time's "History-in-

the-Making Series" is Fox West
Coast, Phil Williams, theatrical sales

manager for March of Time, an-

nounced here.

Hyams Resigns Post
J. S. (Jerry) Hyams, vice-president

in charge of sales of Commonwealth
Film and TV, has resigned from the

corporation, it was announced by Mort
D. Sackett, president.

Fire in 'Frisco House
San Francisco, Jan. 29.—A three-

alarm fire gutted the 1,385 -seat neigh-

borhood Midtown here, owned by Fox
West Coast Theatres.

g only $624* for a

10-DAY
HAWAIIAN

I VACATION!

Includes Mainliner transporfafion, hotel

accommodations and sightseeing.
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SEPPieceCites

TV Problems
The third and concluding install-

ment of the Saturday Evening Post's

series by ^Milton MacKaye, entitled

"The Big Brawl : Hollywood vs. Tele-

vision," on newsstands today, exam-
ines some of the major problems con-

fronting television and casts a bit of

a shadow over the roseate view of

T\"s future that has been so well

planted in the public mind.

Production costs of TV programs,

network and line charges, advertising

and talent agencies' roles and numer-
ous other "headaches" of the televi-

sion industry are cited, both in the

light of today's operations and in the

presumably magnified status they may
attain when the "freeze" on new sta-

tions is lifted.

"However you look at it," Mac-
Kaye writes, "television costs a lot

of money, and it has not only the net-

works but the advertisinii agencies

worried."
"The situation which has been de-

scribed on many occasions as a clear-

cut battle-to-the-death between the

pay theatre of the movies and the

free audience of TV turns out not

to be clearcut at all," he also states.

And : "Last year the television zealots

were predicting that fabulous Holly-

wood would soon be stripped of its

splendor because of TV. Now even

they are not so sure."

And at another point : "The quality

and moral tone of some television pro-

grams is now under fire on both the

East and West coasts."

Maintaining earlier evidences of at-

tempting to present both sides of the

case, the concluding article cites the

increasing evidences of a community
of interest between motion pictures

and television and states : "It is the

belief of this reporter that movies and
movie theatres will also survive (as

the legitimate theatre has) although

there may be fewer feature films and
fewer theatres."

Cites Aid to TV
'Movietime' Salute
A much more "cooperative" atti-

tude on the part of the motion pic-

ture industry in releasing films for

exploitation on television was out-

lined here yesterday by Ken ^Murray,

who will devote his Saturday night

show to "A Salute to Movietime,
U.S.A." on CBS-TV.
The one-hour tribute this Saturday

night (8:00-9:00 P.M., E.S.T.) to

the industry will trace the history

of motion pictures since their incep-

tion. In addition to clips of other

films, a portion of UA's soon-to-be-re-

leased "High Noon," a Stanley

Kramer production starring Gary
Cooper, will be shown.

Form Cinerama, Inc.
\\'.ASinxGTOx, Jan. 29.—Cinerama,

Inc., today registered with the secur-

ities and exchange commission an
issue of $1,000,000 of five per cent

convertible debentures.
The firm was set up to exploit the

Cinerama process of photographing,

recording and projecting film. Hazard
E. Reeves is president and Fred Wal-
ler is chairman of the board. \'oting

control of the firm is held by Thomas-
Todd Productions—The Thomas is

Lowell Thomas and the Todd is

Michael Todd.

Television-Radio
1 Comment and Opinion i

TT isn't often that one is afforded the opportunity of comparing a

great performer on radio and television on the same evening, but

that's just what happened Sunday night when Jack Benny's Lucky
Strike-sponsored radio and TV shows followed one another over

CBS, with nary a second's break.

It's probably superfluous to observe that Benny is still the old

master, guiding proceedings with a steady and experienced hand in

either medium. But rarely were the advantages of television illus-

trated with greater clarity. Showman Benny is funny on the radio.

He is that and much more on television.

On the radio program much depended on the material. A flat gag
was flat and nothing could rescue it. On television, the Benny per-

sonality, his magnificent timing and delivery made all the difference

in the world. It was unfortunate that so much of the TV show was
given over to one skit, but it was a rew-arding experience for the

Benny fans. A lot of them must have been asking: "Where's Ro-
chester?" He was on the radio, but didn't appear on the TV show.

i> i>
That first week in February is going to be important for

both the television industry and motion pictures. On the 8th,

Defense Mobilizer Charles E. Wilson will sit down with re-

presentatives of various TV companies to go over the ques-
tion of the ban on further development of color television.

Now the theatre television interests have written a second
letter to the National Production Authority, asking for a

meeting on the same subject to take place prior to Feb. 8, if

possible. The theatre and TV people maintain they should
be permitted to use critical materials allocated to them as they
see fit—be it for color or black-and-white. There are indica-

tions that Wilson will lend a sympathetic ear.

Film personalities are plentiful on television. INIickey Rooney made
his TV debut on the Jimmy Durante show Saturday night and he
is to have his own program soon. Rooney still has to learn a lot

about T\'. One of the things he will discover is that nervous energy
alone doesn't necessarily spell out success on the air. The Durante
program lagged in spots and sparkled brightly in others. The Pet
Milk commercials are among the most imaginative and effective on
the air.

Barbara Stanwyck got her introduction to T\^ on the Jack Benny
Show-. Dorothy Lamour had a prominent part on the Colgate Comedy
Hour over NBC, with Danny Thomas. W'hat a plug W'arner
Brothers and 'T'll See You in My Dreams" got on that program !

Ann Sothern goes on television for the first time in CBS' Schlitz

Playhouse Fridav.

•%<

A significant increase in educational television shows on the air

is reported by the National Association of Educational Broadcasters

on the basis of a week of complete monitoring of New York tele-

vision programs. The NAEB conducted the same kind of survey

last year. The 1952 study showed 13 educational programs on the

air, compared with only one such show in 1951. Dramatic program
fare rose, from 33.2 per cent in 1951 to 42.4 per cent in 1952. TV
crime shows took up 14.6 of the program time.

Radio is still grozving and figures supplied yesterday by the

Joint Radio Xetzcork Committee prove it. As of Jan. 1, 1952,

radio sets in the V. S. totaled 105.000,000, or one set for every

American of voting age. The total represents an increase of 9.7

per cent over last year. And it breaks doivn into 42,800,000 sets

in homes; 34.000,000 portables and secondary sets in homes; 23,-

500,000 radio-equipped cars and almost 5,000,000 sets in other

places. Adz'ertisers should be interested.

tr

FCC chairman Wayne Co}- says the Commission plans to allow

another 60 or 90 days for the filing of applications for TV station

construction permits before it starts processing them. The current
"freeze" on permits should be lifted in about a month. Invasion of

the ultra-high frequency bands will be slowed not only by limited

FCC staffs, but also by the non-availability of needed materials.

V "vT iy

New radio programs cropping up and some recent ones standing

up well. Robert Montgomery, already busy in TV, has started a five-

minute daily news commentary over NBC. . . . The same netw'ork

now has Eileen Christy in a pleasant Sunday night show. Howard
Wiley is the producer-director.

Fred Hift

Industry Bid
(Continued from page 1)

united front in seeking theatre TV
channels, hearings on which will be-

gin Feb. 25. The meeting capped a

long series of sessions held here and
in Washington to map industry T\'
plans.

Among those attending yesterday

were: Eric Johnston, MPAA presi-

dent, who presided
;
Jack Cohn and

William Baltin, Columbia; J. Robert
Rubin, Joseph Vogel and Leopola
Friedman, Loew's

;
Barney Balaban,

Paramount ; Ned E. Depinet, William
Clark and Edward Smith, Jr., RKO
Pictures

;
Spyros P. Skouras and

William Michel, 20th Century-Fox

;

John J. O'Connor, Universal; Stan-
leigh P. Friedman, Warner Brothers ;

Theodore Black, Republic
; James L.

Fly and \lncent Welch, MPAA at-

torneys ; Frank Mcintosh, MPAA
engineer, and Fred DuVal, Sidney
Schreiber, Ralph D. Hetzel, Edward
Cooper and Taylor ]\Iills of the

MPAA staff.

WB, 'U' F ormally
Reject Skiatron Bid

Letters from Warner and Univer-
sal refusing to supply Skiatron wit'n

films were made public yesterday by
Arthur Levey, Skiatron president.

The letters came after the Jan. 15

deadline set by Levey in his bid to

all major companies for films for

Skiatron's projected test in New York)
the date of which has now been post-

poned. The only companies condi-
tionally agreeing to supply films were
Paramount and RKO Pictures.

Charles Havety, 54,

Killed in Crash
ToROXTO, Jan. 29.—Charles F. Hav-

ety, 54, widely known in the Canadian
film industry, was killed in an auto-
mobile accident on the highway near
his Kleinburg, Ont., home. He re-

cently sold the Havety Film Deliv-
ery Service and was a theatre owner
as well as the operator of a dude
farm near Toronto. He was a vet-

eran officer of the Canadian Picture
pioneers.

Sam Daigre's Wife Dies
New Orleans, Jan. 29.—Services

were held here last Friday for Mrs.
Grace de la Daigre, wife of theatre
owner-operator, Sam Daigre of Pla-
quemine, La., who died there late last

week.

Charles W. Parshley, 65
BosTox, Jan. 29. — Charles W.

Parshley, 65, of Cambridge, Mass.,
projectionist at the University The-
atre there, collapsed and died Sunday
in the theatre, where he had been
emploj^ed for 25 years.

Harlan Briggs, 72
Hollywood, Jan. 29. — Harlan

Briggs, 72, character actor, died here
Saturday from the effects of a stroke.
Surviving are the widow, Merle
Weeks Briggs and four sons.

Services for Jackson
Hollywood, Jan. 29.—Services for

Horace A. Jackson, 53, film writer
who died Saturday following automo-
bile accident, will be held tomorrow
afternoon, at Forest Lawn cemetery.
The widow and mother survive.



Destry will ride tonight—positively
NO QUESTION, the show will go on—tonight—and every night ... go on with all the

blood-and-thunder that distinguishes the new-day Western—a stellar example of work in-

spired by modern technics, equipment, and materials.

Here, too, is a stellar example of the way the Eastman Kodak Company functions

through the Eastman Technical Service for Motion Picture Film.

For, in addition to aiding studio and laboratory in film selection and processing,

representatives collaborate with exchange and theater in helping solve problems of pro-

jection—help check film and equipment . . . make light measurements, determine proper

levels ... all to help assure good showings, black-and-white or color.

To maintain this service, the Eastman Kodak Company has branches at strategic

centers . . . invites inquiry from all members of the industry. Address:

Motion Picture Film Department

EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY, ROCHESTER 4, N. Y.

East Coast Division

342 Madison Avenue
New York 17, N. Y.

Midwest Division

137 North Wabash Avenue
Chicago 2, Illinois

West Coast Division

6706 Santa Monica Blvd.

Hollywood 38, California

J
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Insider
Outlook
By RED KANN

TOA'S four-point plan for ar-

bitration, approved by the di-

rectors in Los Angeles and subject

to change after discussion with

other exhibitor groups, is broad

enough—or evasive enough—to in-

clude film rentals. Witness Point

1, outlined by Gael Sullivan, who
finds eligible

:

"Any matters arising out of, or

in connection with, film contracts,

or any matters involving clearance

and runs, or any controversy over

or concerning competitive bidding."

The language could be consider-

ably more enlightening, but there

are those who maintain enough has

been said. Enough to place TOA
right alongside Allied which insists

with an unflagging insistence that

arbitration will be nothing unless

it is all-inclusive which, in turn,

means the works : Film rentals,

competitive bidding, clearance, etc.

Squared against this development
are interesting highlights of the re-

cently published findings of The
Herald Institute of Industry Opin-
ion on the advisability of organiz-

ing an industry-wide arbitration

system and the nature of disputes

such a system should handle. Ex-
hibition voted by 89 per cent to in-

clude clearance problems, 77 per
cent for runs, 68 per cent for com-
petitive bidding, 59 per cent for

competitive bidding disputes and
sales policies on features, 57 per

cent for film rentals and 50 per
cent for print shortages.

Distribution's opinion on two of

these counts, at least, was signifi-

cant. Only seven per cent were
prepared to acknowledge sales poli-

cies on features were amenable to

arbitration and a microscopic two
per cent deigned to admit film ren-

tals even had the right to be on any
arbitration agenda.
This points up the schism in

viewpoint between buyer and seller

and, while hardly a surprise,

stresses the depth, width and height
of the yawning chasm remaining to

be bridged, if ever it is, before a
united approach to arbitration is

possible.

Anything that is not impossible
has a chance. Arbitration is not im-
possible even if it is not easy. A
way can be found if the resolve to
find it is strong enough.

Texas ^Pinky'

Case on Way
To High Court
Austin, Texas, Jan. 30. — The

Texas Court of Criminal Appeals

today ruled that a censorship ban
on the 20th Century-Fox picture

"Pinky" by the City of Marshall was
legal.

Its ruling holding W. L. Gel-
ling, manager of the Paramount
Theatre there, guilty and fining

him $200, apparently started the
case on its way to the United
States Supreme Court as the
latest clear-cut test on consti-

tutionality of state and city

censorship.

Eric A. Johnston, president of the

(Continued on page 5)

Shouras Addresses
3rd UNESCO Confab
Spyros P. Skouras, president of

20th Century-Fox, yesterday, address-
ing delegates to the third national
conference of the U. S. Commission
for UNESCO at Hunter College here,

stressed the point of responsiveness
to community sentiment which has
made the motion picture pre-eminent
in the entertainment field. Also, he
envisioned progress of television

{Continued on page 5)

WEIGH DAMAGES
IN ARBITRATION
TOA Board Plans
Strong Bid to

Obtain Tax Relief

Los Angeles, Jan. 30. •— Theatre
Owners of America directors at the

annual mid-winter meeting here today
approved a resolution instructing pres-

ident Mitchell Wolfson to appoint a
committee composed of representative

TOA members to formulate a plan
for vigorous action to obtain tax re-

lief, especially at a Federal level.

The resolution followed talks and
a presentation of statistics by Robert

{Continued on page 4)

End to Ban on Color
TV Has 50-50 Chance
Washington, Jan. 30.—There is a

50-50 chance that the National Pro-
duction Authority may decide to end
its order banning the production of

color television equipment, observers
here believe.

NPA may decide to keep control of

the situation only through its mate-
rials allotments, and not to regulate

the end use of these materials. This
(Continued on page 4)

Republic to Make Fewer But
Bigger Pictures: Yates

By MURRAY HOROWITZ
Republic Pictures will make fewer but better pictures this year,

Herbert J. Yates, president, disclosed here yesterday.

The competition of home television, Yates explained, has decreased

the market for "B" pictures and studios must meet this competition by
making bigger
pictures. He es-

t i m a t e d that

Republic would
spend from 35

to 50 per cent

more on each
film.

Yates, asked
about gen-
eral b u s i

-

ness conditions

i n comparison
OH with last year,

iMB. said that al-

though reven-
ues have de-
clined, the rate

decrease has been checked
{Continued on page 4)

Compo Ad Planning

Enters Final Stage

A sub-committee to consist of dis-

tribution advertising-publicity direc-

tors will be asked by Charles Si-

monelli of Universal, chairman of the

Motion Picture Association of Amer-
ica's ad-publicity committee, to recon-

cile several points of view which have
arisen concerning newspaper layouts

for the Council of Motion Picture

Organizations' projected second ad-

vertising campaign.
This was decided yesterday at a

{Continued on page 5)

Say Allied Feels That
Financial Awards Are
Needed to Curb Suits

Giving the proposed industry
arbitration boards power to award
damages to exhibitors will probably
be explored by the Allied States

Association mid-winter board meet-
ing in Washington next week, it

was reliably reported here yesterday.

Arbitration is the top item
on the meeting's agenda and
Allied has already gone on re-
cord in favor of the broadest
possible scope for any proposed
arbitration plan. However, it

has not been commonly believed
that awarding actual or puni-
tive damages would come with-
in the scope of this plan.

Reliable informants now say there
is considerable feeling in Allied that

{Continued on page 4)

Herbert Yates

of the

Revised 1951
Net Is $2,267,784
Revised consolidated earnings for

the fiscal year ending Nov. 3, 1951
(53 weeks) of Universal Pictures Co.,
Inc., amounted to $2,267,784, after pro-
vision of $3,125,000 for Federal taxes
on income and after provision of
$500,000 for contingent liabilities, Nate
J. Blumberg, president, disclosed yes-

{Continned on page 5)

Arnall in 'Political

Visit to Truman
Washington, Jan. 30.—Pres-

ident Truman would like Ellis
Arnall, president of the So-
ciety of Independent Motion
Picture Producers, to take
one of several important gov-
ernment jobs, it was reliably
reported here. Arnall, who de-
scribed a talk he had with the
President today as "personal"
and "political," would not
comment on this report.
Arnall in Atlanta Tuesday

declined to comment on a
New York newspaper column-
ist's report that he would be
offered the post of special as-
sistant to U. S. Attorney
General J. Howard McGrath
in charge of investigating
corruption in the Federal
government.
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Personal
Mention
CHARLES REAGAX, M-G-M

vice-president in charge of dis-

tribution; Edw ard M. Saunders, as-

sistant general sales manager; John
P. Byrne, Eastern sales manager, and

H. M. RiCHEY, in charge of exhibitor

relations, returned here yesterday

from a two-day conference in Chicago,
•

Nat Levy, Walter Branson,
Charles Boasberg, Sidney Kramer
and Carl Peppercorn, RKO Radio

divisional sales managers, and assist-

ants Daniel Loventhal, Harry- Git-

TLESON and Frank Mooney have re-

turned to New York following a se-

ries of sales meetings throughout the

country.
•

Robert J. O'Donnell, Interstate

Theatres bead and national director of

the Council of Motion Picture Or-
ganizations' "Movietime, U, S. A,"

campaign, is due here Monday from
Dallas.

•

Stanton Griffis, retiring Ambas-
sador to Spain and chairman of Para-

mount Pictures' executive committee,

is due to arrive in New York from
Gibraltar on Alonday on the 6", 5".

Independence.
•

Frank G. Lowenstein, son of

Harry H. Lowenstein, former pres-

ident of New Jersey Allied and oper-

ator of Newark's Court Theatre, and
Amy Cf.MMiNS of Pittsburgh were
married in Pittsburgh on Sunday,

•

Solomon M. Strausberg, president

of the Interboro Theatre circuit, was
reelected vice-president of the Board
of Directors of Beth-El Hospital in

Brooklyn.
•

Adolphe Menjou will be master of

ceremonies at the Republicans' Lin-

coln Day rally and box supper in

Washington on Monday,
•

Richard F, Walsh, IATSE inter-

national jjresident, is in Miami from
New York attending an AFL council

meeting.
•

Ben Levine has been appointed of-

fice manager and head booker of the

Realart exchange in New York.
•

Joseph Bernhard has arrived here

from Hollywood.

Elect Cassidy, Moss
IATSE H-63 Heads

David Cassidy of Paramount Inter-

national has been elected president of

I.'XTSK: Motion Picture Home Office

Employees Local No. H-63, succeed-

ing VA Brindley of Republic who was
elected a trustee of the local.

Other ofificers elected are: Melvin

Sherman, Universal, vice-president

;

Harry Baum, Warner Brothers, sec-

retary-treasurer, and Herman Lemler,

Warner, sergeant-at-arms. Russell

M, Moss, executive vice-president and

business manager, was reelected, with-

out opposition, to another two-year

term.

Thanks Daily -Fame
Radio Poll Voters

New York, N. Y.

January 29, 1952

To Motion Picture Daily: I

should like to tell you of my
own great appreciation and

that of the Corporation for

the scroll which I received

Sunday evening on behalf of

our radio program, The The-

atre Guild on the Air.

This designation, for the

second consecutive year, as

'the best dramatic program in

radio" is most gratifying to

me and to my associates. I

hope that the program will

continue to merit the full ap-

proval of all those who were
kind enough to cast their

vote in our favor. Please ac-

cept my best wishes for con-

tinued success of Motion Pic-

ture Daily and the annual is-

sue of Fame.

Irving S. Olds,

Chairman of the Board
of Directors
United States Steel Corp.

Friends Aid Wanger
Coast Defense Fund
Hollywood, Jan. 30.— Producer

William Perlberg today confirmed

reports that Hollywood friends of

Walter Wanger have contributed to

a defense fund for Wanger who is

scheduled to go on trial on Feb. 26 in

the Jennings Lang case, Wanger
faced an involuntary bankruptcy suit

a year ago and Perlberg said Wan-
ger's friends were anxious to help

him.
Among those contributing are

Samuel Goldwyn, Harry Warner,
Jack Warner, Spyros Skouras, Walt
Disney, Darryl Zanuck, Hal Wallis,

Joseph Schenck and Perlberg.

Baldwin Becomes
A Vice-President
A. F. Baldwin export manager of

National Theatre Supply, has been

elected a vice-president of National-

Simplex-BIudworth, Inc., it is an-

nounced by Walter E. Green, presi-

dent.

Baldwin has been with the organiza-

tion for the past 18 years. In 1944 he

left the general office sales promotion
department to become manager of

National's export division.

Circus Folk Attend
Fla. 'Show* Premiere
Sarasota, Fla,, Jan, 30,—Several

liundred performers of the Ringling
Brothers-Banum and Bailey Circus

saw themselves perform for the first

time when Cecil B, DeMille's "The
Greatest .Show on Earth" had its Flor-

ida premiere here today at a special

circus and press preview at the Florida

theatre.

This special showing will be fol-

lowed by a week's run in Sarasota be-

fore being released elsewhere in the

state and the rest of the country.

Start Para.

Meet Today
Paramount's newly-adopted policy

of individual handling on every pic-

ture to be released in 1952 will be

outlined to branch managers and field

representatives of the Central, South
Central and Western divisions, meet-

ing today at the Drake Hotel in

Chicago, Scheduled for four days,

the meeting will conclude the series

conducted by A, W, Schwalberg,
president of Paramount Film Dis-

tributing Corp,, for the field sales

force.

The opening session in Chicago will

be devoted to a discussion of sales and
merchandising policy for current and
forthcoming product, including Cecil

B, DeMille's "The Greatest Show on
Earth," with color in Technicolor

;

Leo McCarey's "My Son John ;" the

William Perlberg - George Seaton
"Aaron Slick from Punkin Crick,"

(Technicolor), and "Anything Can
Happen ;" Hal Wallis' "Red Moun-
tain," (Technicolor), and "Sailor Be-
ware," "Los Alamos Story" and Nat
Holt's "The Denver and Rio Grande,"
(Technicolor)

,

In addition to- Schwalberg, E, K,
O'Shea, sales vice-president

;
Jerry

Pickman, vice-president and director

of advertising-publicity, and Oscar
Morgan, sales manager of short sub-
jects and Paramount News, will ad-
dress the meeting.

Selznick Confirms TV
Deal Negotiations
Confirmation that the Selznick Re-

leasing Organization is negotiating
with Lever Brothers and a group of
telecasters for the release of 12 Selz-
nick films to TV for $2,000,000 was
given here yesterday by David O.
Selznick, SRO president.

He said that the negotiations were
one of many, refusing to identify the
others. One of the hitches, Selznick
acknowledged, was the price which as
Selznick put it, is demanded "on the
line,"

Ament Appointed to

NCCJ Drive Post
Walton C, Ament, vice-president

and general manager of Warner-
Pathe News, has been named chair-
man of the newsreel committee of the
industry's 1952 fund-raising campaign
of the National Conference of Chris-
tians and Jews, George P, Skouras,
chairman of the amusements division
of the drive, announced yesterday,

NCCJ officials are mapping a spe-
cial newsreel feature which will be
available to newsreels cooperating in

the promotion of "Brotherhood
Week," Feb, 17-24,

Ober in New Post
Ralph Ober has been appointed

director of information service of the
National Municipal League, executive
secretary Alfred Willoughby has dis-

closed. Formerly connected with
Universal and United Artists in vari-

ous ad-publicity posts, he also held a
publicity position with the J, Arthur
Rank Organization,

COMPO Cited for

Service to 'Freedom'

"For eflfective and unselfish

service to the Crusade for

Freedom," the Council of Mo-
tion Picture Organizations
has been given a citation

signed by the Crusade's na-
tional chairman, Lucius D.
Clay, and 1951 drive chair-

man, former Governor Har-
old E. Stassen.

See Quality Product

'Log Jam' in Phila.

Philadelphia, Jan. 30.—Sablosky
Theatres in Norristown filed a petition

in U. S. District Court here seeking
a temporary injunction against the

major film distributors to supply
product to its Norris Theatre when it

is released nationally. Threatened
with what plaintiffs claim will be a
"log jam" of quality pictures result-

ing from extended runs in five leading-

Philadelphia first run houses, which
the Norris is required to follow, the
Sablosky interests are asking the court
to require the distributors to make
available to them representative pic-

tures on the national release dates.

Hearing will be held in Federal Dis-
trict Court here before Judge Grim
tomorrow.
David Sablosky, a member of the

independent theatre circuit, stated that
unless relief is granted by the court,

the Norris may be forced to close

for want of suitable product.

Named among the pictures creating
the jam are: "Detective Story," in its

12th week and set for four to six more
weeks ; "Death of a Salesman," open-
ing today for a six- to eight-week run

;

"Quo Vadis," soon to open for at least

10 weeks ; "Sailor Beware," set to

open Feb. 12 for five weeks, and "The
Greatest Show on Earth," due on the
21st for 10 weeks.
The Sabloskys anticipate that there

will be a severe shortage of top prod-
uct for all of the Philadelphia key
runs shortly after March 1 as a
result of these lengthy runs. Plaintiff

is represented by the law firm of Dil-
worth, Paxson, Kalisch, and Green,

Monogram Bookings
Up 12%: Ritchey
Hollywood, Jan. 30.—With "Mono-

gram Week," to be observed Feb.
10-16, bookings of the company's prod-
uct for that period in foreign coun-
tries will show a 12 per cent increase

above the corresponding period for last

year, according to Norton V. Ritchey,
president of Monogram International

Corp.
Ritchey made the announcement up-

on his arrival in Hollywood for a
series of conferences with Steve
Broidy, company president, and other

executives.

Edward Morey, company vice-presi-

dent who originally planned to leave

for his New York office last Friday
after attending huddles here last week,
remained over for this vveek's execu-
tives conferences.
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Color TVBan
{Continued from page 1)

is the stand which is being demanded
by Chromatic Laboratories, which
wants wide use of its tri-color tube,

and by theatre television interests.

This is also the stand demanded re-

cently by Senator Ed Johnson (D.,

Colo.), chairman of the Senate In-

terstate Commerce Committee.

Feb. 8 Meet Set

NPA is slated to take up the whole
matter at a meeting with equipment
manufacturers on Feb. 8.

A top NPA official admitted his

staff is examining the problem, and
said that "if we decide w€ can ac-
complish our ends through materials
allotment control, we'll certainly lift

the order. We want to get rid of

controls wherever we can."

If the order were lifted, this official

pointed out, the problem of theatre

television interests and of firms like

Chromatic would be whether they
could get the scarce materials. In
the case of theatre TV, he said, there

would be an additional problem of

whether manufacturers would prefer

to use whatever materials they can
get on home color sets or on theatre

color equipment.

Asked Earlier Meet

The Alotion Picture Association of

America and the Theatre Owners of

America have asked NPA for a meet-
ing on theatre TV aspects in advance
of the Feb. 8 meeting with equip-
ment manufacturers. NPA officials

indicated they would be glad to meet
privately w^ith these groups, but did

not see the need for a formal con-

Arbitration Damages
{Continued from page 1)

such a proposal should at least be
put before the distributors as part of

the arbitration scheme. Some Allied

officials are reported to feel that tm-
less some aspects of damages can be
arbitrated, along with trade practice

complaints, exhibitors will continue to

take their complaints to the courts in

order to get monetary rewards, and
arbitration will not succeed in reduc-

ing the present volume of litigation

in the industry.

Could Not Fix Guilt

It is felt by some Allied board
members that arbitration could not
possibly fix the issue of guilt or in-

iiocence on the part of the distributors

but that in cases where the distrib-

utors admit their liability, arbitration

could very well be used to fix the

amount of damages and to determine
whether punitive damages should be
awarded on top of actual damages.
These members cite the fact that the

courts often appoint special masters
to make such findings, and say the
arbitration boards could carry on the

same function as the masters.

According to the latest reports, the
Allied board will not approve a de-
tailed draft of an arbitration plan but
rather merely reach an agreement on
the broad outlines of a plan. These
broad outlines would then be submit-
ted to major distributors and the lat-

ter would be free to ignore them, hold
further meetings with Allied, or call

an industry-wide conference on arbi-
tration to discuss the proposals of Al-
lied, Theatre Owners of America and
other groups.

Has Gone on Record
Allied has already gone on record

as believing that any arbitration plan
must be an amendment to the Para-
mount case decree, and must be ap-
proved by the Justice Department and
the courts. It is considered unlikely,

however, that any plan will be put
before Justice until it is fairly well
agreed on by all parties. Informal
conferences with the Department
might be held on specific points as
they arise, but it is felt that to put
an incomplete plan before Justice will
just be a waste of time, since the
final plan may be quite different.

ference with them like the one to
be held on Feb. 8 with the set mak-
ers. They also indicated they would
probably not make any decision on
the theatre TV question until after

Feb. 8, pointing out that any decision

to rescind or modify the ban for

equipment manufacturers would also

affect the theatre TV aspects, pos-
sibly even solving the latter prob-
lem.

ANSWER

TO YOUR

TECHNICAL

PROBLEMS . .

.

The Altec

Service Man and
the organization

behind him

161 Sixth Avenue,

New York 13, N. Y.

PROTECTING THE THEATRE -FIRST PLACE IN ENTERTAINMENT

See E, Pa. Allied
Action in 90 Days
Philadelphia, Jan. 30.—Sidney E.

Samuelson, president of Eastern Penn-
sylvania Allied, remains silent on any
prospects of the local organization's
reinstatement as a unit of national
Allied. Samuelson refused even to
name a date on which the regional
group's board will meet to vote on
the issue. He indicated, however,
that the action taken by Eastern
Pennsylvania Allied within the next
90 days will make him "one of the
most unpopular men in the trade with
those elephants that are trying to
smear a salve on a cancer."

Yates on Product
{Continued from page 1)

somewhat. Blame was not only put
on home television and bad weather
recently in many cities, but on over-
all business conditions as well. "I
think many businesses would be equal-
ly depressed if it wasn't for their con-
nection with the war program," the
Republic president stated.

Yates said the reason Republic is

now selling its films to television and
engaged in producing for television is

to make up the loss in revenues from
the sale of its films to theatres. He
expressed the opinion that it is better
"to live with television" and "get your
share of the business" than fight it.

Asked about exhibitor reactions to
the sale of his company's films to TV,
Yates replied that exhibitors realize
the position Republic is in. If ex-
hibitors were in the same situation,
Yates continued, they would do what
he is doing. He added that exhibitors
would and should seek application for
television stations once the "freeze"
is lifted. The advent of theatre tele-
vision was hailed by the Republic
president.

Yates, who will leave here next
Thursday for Europe to visit ex-
changes in Paris, Rome and London,
expressed optimism over the future of
the industry.

On the company's TV activities,

Yates said Republic's TV studio in

Hollywood is planning a series of
26 >^ -minute shows.

TOA Plans
{Continued from page 1)

Livingston, C. E. Cook, Morris Low-
enstein, Robert Bryant, E. D. Martin,
Marlin Butler and others, who said
they considered tax relief the most
important objective of this meeting.
Suggestions ranged from a grass-roots
informational campaign to the use of
the screen to build public pressure for
repeal of the 20 per cent levy.
Following the session, executive di-

rector Gael Sullivan told the press
TOA is prepared to go all-out for
tax relief regardless of the attitude
of other industry organizations.
A proposal for establishing a scien-

tific research institute for the industry
was presented at the morning session
by Dr. Lee A. Du Bridge of the Cal-
ifornia Institute of Technology, a
guest of Charles Skouras. Du Bridge
cited the advantages reaped by other
industries from their research institu-_
tions and mentioned improvements in
film technologies, from script to
screen and on beyond to include ad-
vertising methods and scientific sampl-
ing of public moods, making a special
point of developing third dimensional
pictures. The speaker cautioned, how-
ever, that it would be unwise to ex-
pect immediate benefits from such an
enterprise, but first gains could be
expected within a year or two, bigger
ones in six to 10. Skouras estimated
the cost of establishing such an in-
stitute would be about $1,000,000 and
said he believes all branches of the
industry should share in providing it.

In the afternoon session Darryl
Zanuck reminded TOA members that
there was a research organization al-

ready functioning on the Coast, the
Motion Picture Research Council,
which is maintained by the Associa-
tion of Motion Picture Producers.

In the course of the seminar dis-

cussion session this afternoon, Zanuck
in replying to Raymond Willie's
ptea for the use of new talent in pic-
tures, said he was pleased to learn ex-
hibitors share his views on that subject,
pointing out his company has about
$16,000,000 worth of product featuring
new players coming up.

Wolfson proposed the production of
a new series of industry shorts, stress-
ing the value derived from the first

series, and Y. Frank Freeman, chair-
man of that enterprise, said some
money is left in the fund and that an
investigation of possibilities will be
conducted.

On the quantity and quality of pic-
tures. Si Fabian, Ted Gamble, Za-
nuck and Dore Schary found agree-
ment on a plan for promoting book-
ings on good pictures which, for no
known reason, get about 6,000 book-
ings instead of the required 14,000.

The solution, they held, is for dis-

tributors to present these cases frank-
ly to exhibitors and for the latter to

cooperate.

Morton Thaller, urging improve-
ment in trailers, was told most com-
plaints on this score are general, ra-
ther than specific, and exhibitors are
invited to make specific suggestions,

as producers, familiar with pictures

pertained to, are less qualified to judge.

There's only one
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'U' '51 Net
(Continued jrom page 1)

terday in his annual report to stock-

holders.

Previously, the company reported

an estimate of $2,092,783 for the year

after provision of $3,300,000 for Fed-

eral taxes. For the preceding fiscal

year (52 weeks) consolidated net earn-

ings were §1,355,886 after provision

of $950,000 for Federal taxes.
_

The company reported consolidated

earnings for 1951 of $2.10 per share

on the 960,498 shares of common
stock outstanding. For the preceding

fiscal year earnings were $1.14 per

share.

According to Blumberg. the com-
pany's volume of film rentals in the

U. S. in the 1951 fiscal year reached

an all-time high. Income from opera-

tions for fiscal 1951 was $65,172,580

compared to $55,591,085 the previous

year.

Active Interest in TV

Universal is maintaining an active

interest in the field of television, ac-

cording to Blumberg. In his report

he states, "The special unit set up
at the studio has continued its study

of the problems involved in the pro-

duction of films for television." The
company will play "an important part

in the production and distribution of

new films for television programs,"

he said. "We recently announced the

conclusion of plans of our subsidiary.

United World Films, in collaboration

with our studio, for the extensive

production, distribution and sale of

films for television programs both in

black-and-white and in color. We
continue to adhere to the opinion ex-

pressed in the previous annual re-

port that television eventually will

rely to a large extent on films for

its entertainment and will become
more and more a major source of rev-

enue to the motion picture produc-

tion industry and not, as it now is,

a purely competitive medium of en-

tertainment."

One of the significant developments

in the past year was the acquisition of

a substantial stock interest in the

company by Decca Records, line,

through its president, Milton R. Rack-
mil, the report stated.

Compo Ad Planning
{Continued from page 1)

meeting here of the Simonelli com-
mittee which was also attended by

Arthur L. Mayer, COMPO executive

vice-president, and Charles E. Mc-
Carthy, information director.

'Synthesize the Thinking'

The sub-committee will be called

upon to "synthesize the thinking"

represented in suggested COMPO ad-

vertisements submitted by Loew's,

Warner, 20th Century-Fox, Para-

mount, Universal and United Artists.

It is hoped that a single ad layout will

be agreed upon by the sub-committee.

.'\t yesterday's meeting it was evi-

dent that opinion is about equally

divided on whether the COMPO ads

should place heavy emphasis on the

institutional theme or whether indi-

vidual films should be stressed with
institutional aspects merely touched
upon.

Present at the meeting, in addition

to those already mentioned, were

:

Howard Dietz, Si Seadler, Phil

Gerard, Jeff Livingston, S. Barret
McCormick, Sid Blumenstock, Alec
Moss, Sid Schaefer, Sam Kaiser,

Francis Winikus and Alfred Corwin.

'Pinky ' Case to High Court
{Continued jrom page 1)

Motion Picture Association of Amer-
ica, has been giving Gelling national

publicity in speeches demanding free-

dom of motion pictures on the same
scale as that of the press. It is known
that the AIPAA would be gratified to

see the issue acted upon by the Su-
preme Court.

Robert L. Park of Beaumont, attor-

ney for East Texas Theatres, Inc.,

owner of the Paramount in ^^larshall.

said previously he was ready to head
to the Supreme Court if he lost in

Texas' final court for criminal cases.

First, though, he must be refused a
rehearing in the court here.

The Gelling case is the kind that in-

dustry attorneys believe would be an
"airtight, perfect high court censor-

ship test case," because it is one in

which an exhibitor "played a film

banned by censors and was fined or

imprisoned," they state.

Not as clear cut were the "Lost
Boundaries" and "Curley" high court

appeals of recent years. They in-

volved legal technicalities and the Su-
preme Court rejected both.

Judge Tom L. Beauchamp pat-

terned the court's opinion upholding
the Marshall censorship closely after

the 1950 decision by Judge J. C.

Hutcheson of the United States Cir-

cuit of Appeals at New Orleans which
upheld the city censorship ordinance
of .Atlanta, Ga.

In that case Judge Hutcheson
turned down a plea for the court to

put a new version on the Supreme
Court's 1915 decision upholding state

and city censorship and rule that the

motion picture industry was a medium
of communication and entitled as part

of the press to complete freedom of

censorship.

"We cannot concede," the
court there held, "that the mo-
tion picture industry has
emerged from the business of

amusement and become propa-
gators of ideas entitling it to
freedom of speech."

One argument for Gelling had been
that both Lije and Look magazines
had reviewed the racial issue picture

and had been sold in ^Marshall without
restraint. On that basis, it was con-
tended the picture could be displayed.

To that Judge Beauchamp replied

that even if television and magazines
were permitted to circulate to the

youth of the community improper mat-
ters and "ideas derogatory to the
proper development of good citizens,"

it would not lead him to "concede that

this has divested the municipal
authorities of a right to regulate such
subjects."

He added : "If some are exposed
to evil, if evil it be, there is within
such fact no argument that other and
all evil should be strewn in the path
of our youth.

"The desire of a great indus-
try to reap greater fruits from
its operations should not be in-

dulged at the expense of
Christ'an character, upon which
America must rely for its

future existence."

Youth of the nation is influenced by
the community, he said, and if the
state and community surrender power
to keep a wholesome community, "then
we may expect our Federal Govern-
ment to move into fields with which it

should not be encumbered and in
which it can not best serve."

Marshall, an East Texas town with

about one-half Negro population, got
its ire aroused when Gelling an-
nounced he would unreel the 20th
Century-Fox picture concerning fic-

tional experiences of a near-white
Negro girl in the South. It dusted
off a 1921 ordinance adopted to deal
with the "Birth of a Nation." He was
convicted in County Court and fined

$200, after his arrest on a 29-year-old
ordinance.

Judge Beauchamp turned aside as
immaterial reasons for the Board of

Censors to ban the film and wrote on
the question of whether the ordinance
should be struck down under the First

and Fourteenth Amendments.
He disagreed with arguments- of

Ceiling's attorney that recent de-
cisions by the L^nited States Supreme
Court indicated it was shifting its

attitude, therefore its 1915 ruling up-
holding state and city film censorship
should be disregarded.

"The Supreme Court of the United
States," in the court's opinion, "may
extend the Fourteenth Amendment to

include motion pictures, and thus
nationalize the industry and remove
it from state and municipal control,

but we are not expecting this until it

has done so, and certainly will not

yield that important function on be-

half of the state and the municipality

until we are forced to do so."

The Supreme Court, he noted, has

consistently refrained from reconsid-

ering its 1915 decision.

The "Pinky" case was argued here
nearly a year ago and has been pend-
ing^ince^

See $450,000 Revenue
For State Film Unit
Albany, N. Y., Jan. 30.—The

operating costs of the motion
picture division of the State
Education Department, which
reviews and licenses films
commercially exhibited, will

be $99,407 in the fiscal year
1952-53, compared with an es-

timated revenue of $450,000.

This is shown in the budget
which Governor Dewey sub-
mitted to the State Legisla-
ture yesterday.

Skouras Addresses
{Continued from page 1)

through large screen theatre view-
ing. Skouras described the motion pic-
ture as a community of talents, draw-
ing its experts from every part of
the globe and from every culture, giv-
ing scope to freedom of expression
throughout the world and symbolizing
the cultural community of interest in-
herent in the activities of UNESCO
and the United Nations.
He stated that television will bring

the motion picture to even greater
heights of public service.

Ferrer, Hunter Preview
Jose Ferrer and Kim Hunter, stars

of "Anything Can Happen," appeared
at a special Paramount preview of
the film held at last evening's session
of the third national conference of the
National Commission for UNESCO.

THE MOST
EXCITING

CAST OF

THE YEAR!

THEGmm
Another BIG ONE thru UA

"A good bet for anybody's screen! Expert, exci+ing chase!

Plenty thrill and suspense!" —film Daily



6 MOTION Picture Daily Thursday, January 31, 1952

Britain ShutsDown
State-Supported

Crown Film Units

Loxnox, Jan. 30.—Moving swiftly

to curb governmental expenditures for

motion pictures in the wake of Chan
eel lor of the Exchequer Richard A.
Butler's new austerity message to

Commons yesterday, the Treasury to-

day announced cessation of all film

production by the Central Office of

Information.
The move involves a shutdown of

the Crown Film unit and the surren-

der of its Beaconsfield Studio. In
addition, the COI's exhibition of gov-
ernment films b}' mobile van through-
out the provinces will be discon-

tinued, as will other film perform-
ances paid for by the COL

Butler told Commons yesterday that

the existing- government agreement
with American film companies pre-

vents a cut in Britain's dollar expen-
ditures for film imports at present but

that consideration is being given by
the government to a reopening of the

pact next September, as permitted.

Despite the shutdown of the govern-
ment's film unit, motion pictures in its

Central Film Library still will be
available, but charges will be made for

their use.

The film industry here has con-
sistently advocated closing of the gov-
ernment's film unit on the grounds
that the expense involved is not justi-

fied and also that much of the Crown
Film unit's product is not designed
especially to disseminate official in-

formation, but often to propagate
socialist doctrine.

Reviews
"Bugles in the Afternoon"
(iranicr Brothers)

A CONFLICT between two cavalry officers runs to almost classic propor-
tions in "Bugles in the Afternoon." The picture is set at the time Gen-

eral Custer was battling Indians and has some good outdoor action and ex-
citement. This William Cagney production is ample in its production values,

mcluding color by Technicolor. Ray Milland plays the officer who is drummed
out of the regiment for running a saber through his nemesis, Hugh Marlowe.
The screenplay by Geofl^rey Homes and Harry Brown also has a romantic

triangle, with Helena Carter portraying the girl who wavers in" devotion
between both men. Others in the cast who lend color to the story are Forrest
Tucker, a humble private who knew happier days as a sergeant, and Barton
MacLane, a hardened captain. All told, the picture should be very pleasing
to action fans.

After a spell as a civilian, Milland decides to enlist in the cavalry again
as a private. To his consternation, it develops that Marlowe is his superior
officer. Not only does he have to contend with conniving hostility of Marlowe
as a superior officer and as a rival for Miss Carter, but also with the regiment
bully, Tucker. It takes a fist fight to chasten Tucker and turn him^ into a
devoted friend. As for Marlowe, the struggle with him wages over many a
field of battle until finally he goes to his doom.
There are some rousing good battle scenes with the Indians, directed tell

ingly by Roy Rowland. The finale sees Milland rightfully restored to his

captaincy as well as the affection of Miss Carter. The screenplay was based
on the novel by Ernest Haycox.
Running time, 8S minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

March 8. Mandel Herbstman

WSB Extends Wage
Increase Formula
Hollywood, Jan. 30.— The

Wage Stabilization Board,
which previously had ap-
proved the wage increase
formula worked out by the
lATSE with Association of
Motion Picture Producers
member studios, has approved
the same for all other studio
unions which have negotiated
wage agreements with the
AMPP, the Society of Mo-
tion Picture Producers or the
Independent Motion Picture
Producers Association.

A

Enter 5 Features
In India Festival

Member companies of the Motion
Picture Association of America have
entered five features and seven shorts
subjects in the International Film
Festival which opened this week in

Bombay.
The features are :

—"An American
in Paris," (M-G-M); "No Highway
in the Sky," (20th Century-Fox)

;

Cecil B. DeMille's "The Greatest
Show on Earth," (Paramount); Walt
Disney's "Alice in Wonderland,"
(RKO) ; "The Magnificent Yankee,"
(M-G-M j.

Short subjects include Disney's

"Nature's Half Acre," (RKO) ; "The
Jumping-Off^ Place," (Paramount)

;

"Channel Swimmer," (RKO);
"America's Singing Boys," (RKO)

;

"Arrow Artistry," (20th Century-
Fox) ; "Movie Madness," (20th Cen-
tury-Fox) ; "Wish You Were Here,"
(Warner).
Director Frank Capra arrived in

Bombay this week as official delegate

of the U. S. State Department and
representative of the American indus-

try at the Festival. Representing the

MPAA and serving also as special

emissary of the State Department will

be Harry Stone, administrative assist-

ant to MPAA international depart-

ment vice-president, John G. Mc-
Carthy.

''The Green Glove''
(Benagoss Productions—United Artists)

LONG and fascinating manhunt is set in motion in "The Green Glove."
Photographed in France, the picture offers as an added premium some

attractive local color. There is very little that is ambitious about the produc-
tion but it makes for crisp and exciting entertainment of general audience
appeal. Heading the cast are Glenn Ford and Geraldine Brooks.

Told in flashback, the story begins during World War II, when Ford, as
an American paratrooper, leaves a jewelled glove with some people in a

chateau. The glove, a church relic, had been stolen by George Macready, and
in the midst of enemy fire, passes into Ford's hands.
Now with the war over, Ford returns to France to claim the glove. Soon,

however, he finds himself the storm center of a lot of melodramatic doings.
There are mysterious murders and assaults. Ford not only becomes the quary
of Macready and his underworld henchmen, but also of the police who suspect
him of murder. Along the way Ford meets pretty Miss Brooks and presently
a romance is in full flower.

Rudolph Mate's direction draws the most out of the suspenseful pursuit and
flight. Excellent exploitation material is the climax in which Macready pur-
sues Ford through a narrow mountain pass that looks down upon yawning
chasms. Ford not only has a deadly struggle with his adversaries but also
one with his conscience over whether to keep the glove or return it to the
church. He takes the latter action finally and all ends happilj'.

This Benagoss Productions film was produced by Georges Maurer. Charles
Bennett provided the screenplay.

Running time, 88 minutes. General audience classification. Release date

Expect 1,000 at

20th-Fox Seminar

Feb. 28. M. Herbstman

Waters to Warners
Dan C. Waters has joined Warner

Brothers field exploitation staff in the

Southern territory, with headquarters

in Dallas. He replaces George Ban-
non, resigned.

SWG 'Blacklisting'

Trial Due in April

Trial of . action filed in Federal
Court here in Jan., 1949, by the

Screen Writers Guild and the Au-
thors League of America to restrain

members of the Motion Picture Asso-
ciation of America and the Society

of Independent Motion Picture Pro-
ducers from "blacklisting" script writ-

ers has been put off to April 26. It

had been scheduled for Feb. 28.

The complaint charged that on Nov.
25, 1947, the defendants formed a
combination to bar writers from em-
ployment if they held membership in

certain organizations. The action was
an outgrowth of developments which
followed the trials of the so-called

"unfriendly 10" writers and directors

who were charged with contempt of

Congress.
The "unfriendly 10" filed damage

actions against producers when the

former were denied employment be-

cause of their alleged Communist ties,

but a number of these suits meanwhile
have been settled out of court with
the payment of sums to plaintiffs.

File Accounting in

Shea Estate Case

An accounting was filed here yes-
terday in Bronx Surrogate Court by
trustees of the Maurice A. , Shea
Trust in answer to a petition for an
accounting filed by Dorothy Shea,
wife of Gerald Shea, president of Shea
Enterprises and daughter of the late
M. A. Shea, founder of the circuit.
A motion to set aside an accounting

made in 1950 was entered, but Surro-
gate Judge Pots reserved decision.
One of the trustees, E. C. Grain-

ger, former general manager of the
Shea Circuit, is now engaged in con-
tract litigation against the circuit. The
judge ruled that he had no jurisdic-
tion in Grainger's dispute with man-
agement seeking arbitration of their
differences.

Parties in the dispute were given
until Feb. 13 to file additional an-
swers and affidavits. Others include
Edward C. Raftery of the law firm
of O'Brien, Driscoll and Raftery, and
Thomas E. Shea, who, with Grain-
ger, are sole surviving executors and
trustees of the estate.

An estimated audience of some 1,000
exhibitors from the Philadelphia,
Washington and Pittsburgh areas will
attend 20th Century-Fox's first re-
gional merchandising meeting follow-
ing the New York session, being held
at the Erlanger Theatre in Philadel-
phia today.

The gathering will hear vice-presi-
dent Charles Einfeld and his staff out-
line advertising, publicity and exploi-
tation plans for pictures to be re-
leased during the first half of this
year. Each exhibitor will carry away
merchandising kits to he used in plan-
ning local compaigns.
Executive assistant general sales

manager W. C. Gehring will make
the welcoming address and list the
entire 1952 product.
Also at the meeting will be Atlan-

tic division manager Glenn Norris
and branch managers Sam Diamond,
Philadelphia ; Al Levy, Pittsburgh,
and Joe Rosen, Washington. They
will also bring their sales staffs to
the meeting.

A novelty of the meeting will be the
Kinescope showings of several TV
shows which have included large-
scale publicity "plugs" for various
company films and personalities.

Sweden to Retain

Censorship Setup

Washington, Jan. 30.—A Swedish
government committee has recom-
mended that Sweden's present film

censorship legislation be continued
practically unchanged, according to

U. S. Commerce Department film

chief Nathan D. Golden. The com-
mittee was appointed by the Minister
of Education early in 1949.

The Censorship Board may prohibit

any film showing or may decide a film

is not for screening before mixed au-
diences, or only for persons over IS.

The committee suggested only minor
changes, including one that the pre-
sent age limit of 15 years be replaced
by two age groups, one under 11 and
the other under 16.

The group did recommend that

charges for censoring films be low-
ered. At present, the board makes a
profit on this activity, and it was felt

that the charges should cover costs

and no more.
About 55 per cent of all features

approved in the first nine months of
last year were from the U. S., Golden
said.
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Tax Collection

In '51 Only

31/2% Under '50

Ticket Levy Brought
U. S. $344,642,962

Washington, Jan. 31.—^General

admission tax collections in 1951,

reflecting- box-ofiice business from

December, 1950, through Novem-
ber, 1951, were less than three and

one-half per cent below 1950 collec-

tions, the Bureau of Internal Revenue
reports.

Total collections for the 12

months in 1951 were $344,642-

962. Collections for 1950, re-

flecting box-office business
from December, 1949, through
November, 1950, were $356,723,-

866. The 1950 collections were
slightly over five per cent be-
low those for 1949.

Collections last December, reflecting

business in November, amounted to

(Continued on page 3)

TOA Reaffirms
'Anti-Red^ Stand

As CoastMeet Ends

Hollywood^ Jan. 31.—The The-
atre Owners of America tonight

wound up its four-day midwinter

board of directors meeting- with the

adoption of a ringing resolution aimed
at registering its stand with respect

to Communism.
The resolution said in part,

"Whereas our nation is now mobil-

izing all its resources to strengthen

our arsenals of defense against ag-
gression outside or infiltration inside

by the Godless government and slave

states of Communism, now therefore

be it resolved that TOA reaffirm and
rededicate its entire membership to

(Continued on page 3)

Cite Peril to Films

In Copyright Setup
Washington, Jan. 31—Government

leaders and copyright experts from
private industry have warned Con-
gress that foreign governments will

probably reduce or end the copyright
protection they give U. S. films unless

a pending bill is enacted into law.

Luther Evans, head of the Library
of Congress, warned of foreign ac-

tions, adding that, "our great motion
picture industry, which fills a great

demand in Europe for American pic-

tures and which to a large extent re-

lies upon the foreign market, will find

(Continued on page 3)

Name German Head

Of NCCJ 'Lab' Unit

William J. German, president of

William J. German, Inc., has been ap-

pointed chairman of the film labora-

tories committee of the entertainment
industrys' participation in the 1952
fund-raising campaign of the National
Conference of Christians and Jews,
George P. Skouras, chairman of the

amusements division of the drive, an
nounced here yesterday.

At the same time, Skouras an
nounced the appointment of theatrical

(Continued on page 2)

Expect FCC Order
Broadening Issues
Washington, Jan. 31.—The Feder-

al Communications Commission is ex-
pected to issue an order tomorrow
broadening the issues in the coming
theatre television hearings and also

announcing a brief postponement in

the starting date of the hearings.

The hearings will be set back from
Feb. 25 to March 10, according to

reliable reports. Informants said the

delay was due both to the fact that

(Continued on page 2)

U. S. CLEARS 44
LOEWS THEATRES
IndustryMustUnite

AgainstDetractors,

Einfeld Tells Meet

Philadelphi.^, Jan. 31.—The ne-

cessity of making greater masses of

the public aware of the excellent en-

tertainment coming from the studios

was stressed today by Charles Ein-
feld, 20th Century-Fox vice-president

in charge of advertising-publicity, in

an address before the company's first

regional merchandising meeting held

here at the Erlanger Theatre.

Calling for a solid bloc against de-

(Continued on page 2)

Houses in 30 Cities

Are Wholly Free of
Divestiture Provisions

Picker Sees Banner
UA Year in Brazil
Rio De Janeiro, Jan. 31.—Follow-

ing a big-scale meeting here with
United Artists sales personnel, Arn-
old Picker, UA foreign manager, pre-

dicted the company will have a banner
year in this country in terms of the

number of bookings.

On a tour of South America from
(Continued on page 3)

Timing^ of TOA Anti-Tax

Plan Is Questioned Here
Theatre Owners of America's announced intention to re-stimulate

public pressure for repeal of the 20 per cent Federal admission tax

appears likely to run into a measure of opposition within the industry.

The question of "timing" was raised in industry circles here yesterday
as it became known that TOA direc-

tors, meeting on the Coast, had ap-
proved a resolution instructing Mitch-
ell Wolfson, organization president,

to name a committee of TOA mem-
bers to formulate a plan for vigorous
action to obtain tax relief, especially

at the Federal level.

The subject of taxes is scheduled
for an airing on an industry-wide
plane at the meeting in New York on
Feb. 20-21 of the board of the Council
of Motion Picture Organizations.
Opinions, pro and con, as to the ad-
visability of a campaign against the
Federal admission tax in the light of,

or notwithstanding, the government's
mammoth military budget, are likely

to engender considerable heat at the

COMPO parley, it is believed by ob-
servers here.

As far as COMPO's administrative
officials are concerned, they pointed

(Continued on page 3)

^Unfair Tux' Manual
Published by TOA
A 65-page manual entitled

"Fighting Unfair Taxes,"
which sets forth a 15-step

program for exhibitors in

combatting discriminatory
taxation, has been published
by Theatre Owners of Ameri-
ca for distribution to theatre-

men.
Written in clear, concise

language and illustrated with
a large number of eye-catch-
ing cartoons, the manual also
points up the methods em-
ployed in successful exhibi-
tion fights of the past against
state and local taxes.

Of Loew's approximately 120

theatres, 44 are wholly unaffected

by the divestiture provisions of the

company's Federal consent decree,

released by the Department of Jus-

tice in Washington this week, an
analysis of the divestiture agreement
reveals.

The 44 theatres which Loew's
may retain without qualification

do not constitute the total of

its operations after all divesti-

ture conditions have been com-
plied with. The total which will

comprise the post-divestiture
circuit probably will be nearly
double that.

The difference is that in numerous
situations the decree ofifers Loew's the

(Continued on page 2)

Say Arnall Offered

Price Control Post

Washington, Jan. 31.—Ellis Arn-
all, president of the Society of Inde-
pendent Motion Picture Producers,
said he would leave for Atlanta to-

night—still without a government job.

Arnall continued to refuse to com-
ment on reports that President Tru-
man had offered him any one of

several top government posts. The
most common report today was that

the President was pressing Arnall to

take the Price Stabilization post being-

relinquished by Michael DiSalle.

"Assuming I had been offered a

(Continued on page 2)

Report Combine for

Drive -Ins Forming

New Orleans, Jan. 31.—Efforts to

organize Louisiana and Mississippi

drive-ins in a new film buying and
booking combine are under way, ac-

cording to Film Row reports here.

Max Connett of Newton, Miss.,

board chairman of the M.P.T.O. of

Arkansas, Mississippi and Tennessee,

a Theatre Owners of America affili-

ate, is mentioned in connection with
the reports as one of the moving spi-

rits behind the plan. EfTorts to ob-

(Continucd on page 3)
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Personal
Mention
WILLIAM C. ifacMILLEN,

JR., iiresident of Pathe Indus-

tries, has returned to New York from

Hollywood.
•

Robert S. W'olkk, managing direc-

tor of RK() Radio Pictures in the

United Kingdom, sailed yesterday

from Southampton on the S. i\ Ouccn
Mary for home office conferences

here" Originally he was expected here

bv plane yesterday.
•

Mrs. Alice Thompson, publisher

and editor-in-chief of Seventeen mag-
azine, leaves here today for St. Louis,

Dallas, Fort Worth and Houston.
•

MoRT N.ATH.xxsoN, Eastern direc-

tor of advertising-publicity for Hori-

zon Films, is in Washington from

Xew York.
•

JoHX KiRBY, Southern division

manager for Warner Brothers in At-

lanta, is convalescing from a fractured

arm.
•

Edward P. Curtis, Eastman Ko-
dak vice-president, was in New York
j'csterday from Rochester.

To Honor Zukor in

'Movietime' Show
Adolph Zukor, chairman of Para-

mount Pictures board of directors,

will be the honored guest on Ken
Murray's CBS-TV show tomorrow
night in a program which will pay

tribute to Zukor's pioneering work in

the industry and in a "Salute to Mo-
vietime, U.S.A."

Senate Confirms New
Post for Johnston
Washington, Jan. 3L—The Sen-

ate today confirmed the appointment

of Eric Johnston, president of the

Motion Picture Association of Amer-
ica, as chairman of the International

Development Advisory Board.

Levin Gets Mono.-AA
Checlcing Taslcs
HoLLVWoon, Jan. 31. — Monogram

Pictures and Allied Artists have re-

tained Jack Levin and Associates to

handle theatre checking assignments.

FCC Delay
(Continued from page 1)

the commission is still tied up with

work on the television "freeze" and

to the large number of late appear-

ances filed in the proceedings.

More significant than the postpone-

ment, from the film industry's point of

view, is the proposed enlargement of

the issues. Commission officials would

not comment on what the new issues

would be except to admit that the en-

lagement came on the motion of the

FCC's own stafif and that the ques-

tions of the geneal qualifications of

the various film companies would be

made an issue.

Cancer Society Cites

Industry in Canada
A tribute to the Canadian

industry for its part in the
fight against cancer was paid

by Dr. O. H. Warwick, execu-
tive director of the Canadian
Cancer Society, it was re-

ported here from Toronto.
Warwick pointed out that

at least 2,000,000 theatre-
goers in Canada have seen
the Society's cancer educa-
tion film.

Report High Losses

In 5 Theatre Fires

Five theatre fires, two in Tennessee
and three in other states, resulted in

heavy losses.

The Wayne Theatre, Waynesboro,
Tenn., ov^'ned and operated by James
Allen Petty and J. Tom Hassell, was
destroyed by fire, with a loss esti-

mated at $75,000, partially insured.
The owners have indicated they will

rebuild.

Fire of unknown origin caused
several thousand dollars worth of

damage to the Webbo Theatre at

Harriman, Tenn., a unit of the Cres-
ent Amusement Co.
Firemen fought a general alarm

fire for four hours in below—zero
weather, but failed to save the Al-
cazar Theatre at Naugatuck, Conn.
The theatre's roof collapsed and
ruined the interior to the extent of a
$40,000 loss.

The Lyric Theatre, Marcus, la.,

owned by Ed Delaney, was burned
out in a mid-morning fire, and the
Deadwood Theatre at Deadwood,
S. D., was destroyed as a blaze swept
a section of the downtown business
district. Black Hills Amusement Co.,
operated the latter theatre.

Report Arnall
(Continued from page 1)

job, I assume that I would give the
President my answer next week,"
Arnall said. "I certainly have not
taken any job so far."

Arnall had lunch today with Econ-
omic Stabilizer Roger Putnam, add-
ing to the rumors that he had been
asked to take the Price Stabilization

job.

At his press conference this morn-
ing, President Truman said he would
be glad to have Arnall in an Adminis-
tration post but he did not think Arn-
all wanted one. The President flatly

denied reports that Arnall had been
asked to take a Federal "clean-up"

job.

Loew's Decree

Name German
{Contimied from page 1)

producer Max Gordon to act as

chairman of legitimate theatres for the

drive.

Featured events will be the indus-

try's participation in National Broth-

erhood Week, Feb. 17-24 and an in-

dustrywide dinner to be held on

Feb. 28.

(Continued from page 1)

alternative of disposing of any one of

several theatres. In other situations it

has the choice of retaining theatres by
accepting product limitations or other

balances short of actual divestiture to

establish independent competition. In

the latter, if the competition does not

materialize, divestiture could be or-

dered.

The analysis shows that apart from
the 44 theatres which are wholly un-
affected by divestiture terms, there are
2'4 which must be disposed of by
Loew's and approximately 48 in the

either-or category. If the competitive

conditions sought by the Department
of Justice materialize, Loew's could
retain most of the latter operations.

The theatres subject to outright dives-

titure and those affected by conditional

provisions were published in Motion
Picture Daily of Jan. 29.

Herewith are the 44 Loew's theatres

wholly unaffected by divestiture pro-

visions :

San Francisco: Warfield.
Bridgeport: Globe, Majestic, Poli.

Wilmington: Aldine.
Washingtom: Capitol, Columbia, Palace.
Atlanta: Grand.
Indianapolis: Loew's.
New Orleans: State.
Boston: Orpheura.
Springfield: Poli.

Kansas City: Midland.
St. Louis: Orpheum, State.
Jersey City: Loew's.
Newark: State.
Buffeilo: Buffalo, North Park, Lacka-

wanna, Teck.
New York City: Spooner, Apollo, Capitol,

State, 175th Street, Orpheum, Rio.
Niagara Falls: Bellevue.
Rochester: Loew's.
Syracuse: State, Strand.
Akron: Loew's.
Canton: Loew's.
Da3^on; Loew's.
Toledo: Esquire, Valentine.
Han-isburg: Regent.
Reading: Loew's.
Providtence: State.
Memphis: Palace. State.
Nashville: Vendome.
Houston: State.
Norfolk: State.
Richmond: Loew's.

Another factor which will affect the
size of the new circuit is the disposi-

tion to be made of some seven theatres
which are jointly-owned by Loew's
and the United Artists Theatre Cir-

cuit. The decree puts a Feb. 29, 1952,

deadline on Loew's ending its joint

interests with the UA Circuit. A
check-up at the offices here of both
companies brought disclosure that, al-

though talks between the two have
been going on for some time, no docu-
ments have been drawn up yet.

The outright divestiture of 24 the-

atres must be completed in two years,

at the rate of 12 a year. The condi-
tional divestiture of approximately 48
theatres are to be determined in three
to five years, although such determina-
tion is not likely to result in the
divestiture of more than a small per-
centage of that total, in any eventu-
ality.

The decree is scheduled to be
presented to the Federal Court here
for approval next Wednesday. A re-

organization plan giving effect to the
divorcement provisions of the decree
must be approved by Loew's stock-
holders by June 8, and must be com-
pleted within two years thereafter,

except in the event of a refinancing
jjroblem, specially provided for.

Myers Praises

Daily Stand

Washington; D. C.
Editor, Motion Picture Daily : Ap-
plause from the gallery for your col-

umn ("Tradewise," Jan. 28) on Er-
skine Johnson's proposal for liberal-

izing the Production Code so the
movies can compete with television in

the smut market.
In the industry's present reduced

circumstances, wouldn't it be just

dandy to stir up all the critics and
reformers who have been dozing since

1934?

Abram F. Myers
General Counsel and

Chairman of the Board,
Allied States Association

Industry Must Unite
{Continued from page 1)

tractors of motion pictures, Einfeld
asked that enthusiasm for the business
be a watchword in all branches of the
industry.

In order to demonstrate the su-
perior entertainment quality of films,

Kinescope examples of current home
television shows and the last reel of
20th-Fox's Easter Technicolor release,

"With A Song in My Heart" were
shown to the 1,000 showmen present.

Home office advertising, publicity

and exploitation staffers who joined
with Einfeld in the presentation of
the program were Rodney Bush, Stir-

ling Silliphant, Alec Moss, Martin
Michel, Eddie Solomon, Earl Wingart,
Dean Justin, Will Yolan and Ira Tu-
lipan.

W. C. Gehring, executive assistant

general sales manager, made the wel-
coming address.

NEW YORK THEATRES
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Anti-TaxPlan
{Continued from page 1)

out that their job is to follow the

instructions of the COMPO board.

If the board calls for an anti-tax

campaign, such as the one COMPO
waged a year or so ago under the

chairmanship of Abram F. Myers, Al-

lied general counsel, the administrat-

ors said they would act at once, and

vigorously, to carry out such instruc-

tions.

TOA, according to a statement at-

tributed to its executive director, Gael

Sullivan, is prepared to go all-out for

tax relief regardless of the attitude

of other industry organizations.

Nevertheless, industry observers

point out that experience has demon-

strated that the success of such en-

deavors are almost wholly dependent

upon a united industry stand, for le-

gislators are unimpressed by tax re-

duction pleas made by some but not

all segments of an industry and are

quick to seize upon a lack of unanimity

as an easy excuse for rejecting such

petitions. Even with a united stand

the difficulties of winning them over,

particularly in times of national

emergency, as now, are well known.
For these reasons, observers said,

an amusement tax reduction campaign

is clearly within COMPO's province

and should be decided there, as was
the 1949 campaign. Expertly organ-

ized and administered by COMPO,
that effort was about to be crowned

with success when the Korean conflict

flared up and the resultant national

emergency ended all chances of Fed-

eral tax reductions.

TOA Restates 'Anti-Red' Stand

Services Today for

Mother of Brandt
Mrs. Gusti Brandt, 83, mother of

New York's motion picture family,

died yesterday after a short illness, at

her winter home in Miami Beach.

Mrs. Brandt is survived by five

sons, William, Harry, Louis, Bernard

and Albert, two daughters, Mrs. Belle

Heyman and Ruth Brandt, and two
sisters, Mrs. Lena Weisel and Mrs.

Anna Goldman.
A native of Austria, Mrs. Brandt

came to this country at the age of 19.

She is the widow of Ignace Brandt,

who died in 1932. She took an active

interest in the theatre holdings of her

sons. In 1948, the Gusti Brandt Foun-
dation was established by the sons in

her honor, for the performance of

charitable and philanthropic works in

the community.
Funeral services will be held today

at 10 :30 A.M. at the West Side Insti-

tutional Synagogue. Interment will be

at Beth David Cemetary, Elmont, L.I.

(Continued from page 1)

Tax Collections
(Continued from page 1)

$26,032,781, compared with $26,622,-

501 in December, 1950, the Bureau
reported. This was the second suc-

cessive month that 1951 collections

ran behind 1950 collections, after ex-

ceeding 1950 collections by more than

$2,000,000 in October.

Drive-in Combine
(Continued from page 1)

answer any call that sustains our na-

tion against any subversive force

within or without."

Earlier members had been acquaint-

ed with the resolution adopted some
time ago by the Hollywood American
Legion Post No. 43, and subsequently

by the Southern California district

and soon to be presented for state-

wide adoption, calling on Legionnaires

to picket all pictures with which
known Communists are identified.

Rhoden on Press

Elmer Rhoden, president of Fox
Midwest Theatres, leading the discus-

sion on public relations in the morn-
ing TOA session listed six factors as

most responsible for the business

drop-off, chargeable to an unfavor-

able press.

They were : news about Commun-
ism in Hollywood

;
reports concerning

Hollywood scandals
;

reportorial em-
phasis on given multi-million dollar

aw suits between separate sections of

the industry ; wide reporting of dis-

tributor-theatre divorcements ; indus-

try's own resort to the public wailing-

wall ; and irresponsible columnists. In

the last connection the speaker spe-

cifically exempted Hedda Hopper and
Louella Parsons. Members were
urged to take steps to offset the ef-

fect of these influences by providing

constructive news and information in

greater measure.
Morton Thalhimer, of Richmond,

Va., summing up the effect of tele-

vision on the box office, recommended
that TOA adopt a resolution welcom-
ing TV competition, but National

Theatres president Charles Skouras,

dissented.

Skouras Explains

Skouras pointed out that many ex-

hibitors present are from areas not

yet greatly affected by television,

whtreas Southern California show-
men, whose area is served by seven

TV chamiels, 12 to 16 hours daily,

have had a foretaste of the inroads

which will be experienced in other

areas later. Al Hansen, president of

the Southern California Theatre Own-
ers of America, present as a guest

speaker, said that Southern Califor-

nia theatres are suffering a $75,000
weekly loss, collectively, traceable di

rectly to television.

The TOA executive committee, in

an unfinished session, approved the

budget and treasurer's report, and
gave consideration to a proposal by
executive director Gael Sullivan that

TOA approve the program, sponsored
by the Dean of Western Reserve Uni
versity and Extension, for installing

motion picture lecture courses in col-

leges throughout the country to en
courage an interest in theatre attend-

ance.

Distributor Practices

The directors, pressed for time, re

ferred the subject of distributor prac
tices to a committee composed of

TOA executives to take up with dis-

tribution heads in New York.
Sullivan and others were guests on

a half-hour television panel program
tonight over Los Angeles Times' sta-

tion KTTV, answering questions on
industry matters.

tain comment from Connett were un

successful.

Distributors believe the aim of such

a combine would be to obtain newer
product and better runs for area drive

ins through concentrated buying.

Present Fame Poll

Awards to Winners

Scrolls honoring the winners of the
1951 annual Motion Picture Daily-
Fame radio and television p'oU are
currently being distributed.

On the U. S. Steel hour, David
Niven made the presentation of a
scroll to Irving S. Olds, chairman of

the board of U. S. Steel, for "The
Theatre Guild on the Air," topping
all others as the Best Dramatic Pro-
gram.
Acknowledgments have also been

made on the following programs :

Saturday night's "Your Show of

Shows," NBC-TV, which won the

distinction of being the Best Network
Television Program.
On Sunday evening, Tallulah Bank-

head made the announcement that

NBC's "The Big Show" captured the

Champion of Champions radio award.
Ed Sullivan's "Toast of the Town,"

which won second place as the Best
Variety Program.

'Invitation to Learning," which tied

for first place in the educational clas-

sification.

Other acknowledging winning pro-

grams include : Ralph Bellamy's "Man
Against Crime," which won in the

TV mystery classification
; Jimmy

Powers' "Cavalcade of Sports," which
led all others in the sports field ; Pow-
ers, in addition, accepted a scroll as

the top TV sportscaster. Mel Allen
acknowledged as top radio sports-

caster.

Cite Peril to Films
(Continued from page 1)

Installing TV Screen
San Francisco, Jan. 31.—The Tel-

enews Theatre here is spending
$5,000 in preparation for the installa-

tion of a TV screen.

itself in serious financial difficulties."

Rep. Emanuel Celler, sponsor of the

bill, declared that "if a 1948 provision

of the Berne Copyright Convention is

invoked, it might effect retaliation

against U. S. authors, composers, pub-
lishers, motion picture companies and
others."

Hearings Held

A House Judiciary sub-committee
headed by Rep. Bryson (D., S. C),
is holding hearings on legislation to

remove from the U. S. Copyright Law
a requirement that foreign books in

the English language must be re-

printed and rebound in the U. S. to

get full U. S. copyright protection.

Though the bill is confined to books,
and though the struggle over the leg-

islation is mainly between book pub-
lishers and authors on the one hand
and book manufacturers and their em
ployes on the other, the bill is said to

have a vital indirect effect on motion
pictures, music and other works of art.

The U.S. is not a party to the so
called Berne International Copyright
Convention, and U. S. films and other
works now get their copyright pro-

tection abroad through a "back-door'
method.

Walter Wanger's "Joan of Arc,"
starring Ingrid Bergman and distrib-
uted by RKO Radio, will be shown
at popular prices in 23 New York
Metropolitan area theatres, starting
Feb. 8.

Picker Sees
(Continued from page 1)

New York, Picker has flown from
here for visits in Chile, Peru, Pan-
ama, Venezuela and Cuba, in which
countries he will inspect UA proper-
ties and survey business prospects.
The meeting here was the only one

of its kind scheduled by Picker for the
tour. He is due to return to New
York by plane on Feb. 15.

NEWS
in Brief .

^
Some 1,500 persons gathered at the

.omniodore Hotel here last liight to
lonor Eddie Cantor on his 60th birth-
day for his efforts in behalf of philan-
thropic causes.
The event, was conducted under the

auspices of the Greater New York
Committee for State of Israel Bonds
Honor guests invited included Vice-
President Alben W. Barkley, Mayor
Impelhtteri, Basil O'Connor, presi-
dent of the National Foundation for
Infantile Paralysis, and Walter White
executive secretary of the National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People.

Hollywood, Jan. 31.—The Wage
Earners Committee, recently sued for
$1 000,000 by, Stanley Kramer for li-
bel in connection with a WEC circu-
lar branding him "notorious for pro-
duction of Red-starred and Red-
slanted films," has submitted a text
retraction.

The retraction is proposed as
ground for dismissing the suit. Kram-
er and counsel have found the text
unsatisfactory, and WEC is preparing
another. ^

•

Boston, Jan. 31.—Walt Disney and
Mrs. Disney have been extended an
invitation by the governors of Massa-
diusetts Vermont, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island and Connecticut to at-
tend a coronation ball in conjunction
with the saturation booking of "Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs" in
the New England area. The ball will
be held at the Hotel Somerset here on
Feb. 23 under the auspices of the
Women s Club of Boston.

•

New Orleans, Jan. 31.—Some 125
triends and industry representatives
gathered at Arnaud's Restaurant herem tribute to Gaston J. Dureau new
president of Paramount Gulf Theatres
Inc., and Norman L. Carter, outgoing
president, at a testimonial dinner. C.
J. Briant, toastmaster, presented bu-
reau with a radio-phonograph combi-
nation and Carter with a silver ice
cube container and six silver goblets.
Levere C. Montgomery was chairman
of the dinner.

•

Walter Heyer, relief cashier at the
Pans Theatre here, died Tuesday
night after being the victim of a hold-
up in the theatre which netted what
assistant manager James Breu esti-
mated to be about $500. Last month
Breu himself was robbed of $2,668 in
the theatre. Medical examiners said
death was due to natural causes.

•

Chicago, Jan. 31. — The contest
over the division of $900,000 damages
awarded by the court in the Towne
Theatre case will be heard here Feb.
15 by Master in Chancery William
Saltiel. Attorney Thomas C. McCon-
nell IS contesting United Artists claim
for a share of the damages. UA was
a stockholder in the theatre during
the period for which damages were
awarded.
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in a burst O '

of promotional
activity aimed at

your boxoffice!

It started with gala previews in New York

and Los Angeles for the top opinion makers in

radiO/ newspaper, TV and music...

It was boosted along by the gossip columnists

and fan magazines who's readers couldn't read

enough about unpredictable Frankie and

bombshell Shelley...

it got into high gear with dozens of network

radio and TV plugs spearheaded by Sinatra's

own drum-beating via his weekly CBS

coast-to-coast TV show.

Nov/ it's really zooming with 70 outstand-

ing disc jockeys in 70 important cities

devoting large portions of their pro

grams every day to a nationwide

"Danny Wilson" contest

L

UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL presents

FRANK SINATRA-SHELLEY WINTERS-ALEX NICOL
with RAYMOND BURR • story and screenplay by don McGUIRE . Directed by JOSEPH PEVNEY . Produced by LEONARD GOLDSTEIN

/fternmisoN"



VOL. 71. NO. 24

MOTION PICTURE

DAILY
NEW YORK, U.S.A., MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1952

Impartial

TEN CENTS

Tradewise . .

.

By SHERWIN KANE

TpHE basic difference between

the just concluded Saturday
Evening Post series on the subject

of films vs. television and the ar-

ticle published! in Life magazine
last August is emphasized in the

titles given the two articles.

Life called its piece "Now It's

Trouble That's Super-Colossal in

Hollywood" and proceeded to set

forth what was tantamount to a

formal obituary for the nation's

motion picture theatres. It revealed

clearly that what Life meant by

"trouble" was its opinion that tele-

vision was about to supplant mo-
tion picture exhibtion. Fortunately,

that viewpoint is as unsubstanti-

ated today as it was then.

The Saturday Evening Post dub-

bed its series: "The Big Brawl:
Hollywood vs. Television." There
is implicit in the title not only that

"Hollywood" is vigorous and burly

enough to engage in a "brawl" but

also that the encounter has not

been decided, and its outcome is

not to be glibly forecast, as Life

ventured to do.

Whether or not you agree with

the Post's presentation, it must be

conceded it recognized there are

two sides to the matter, which the

Life article did not. The Post's

series will not repair the damage
done by the Life article but it will

serve to make thoughtful readers

aware that television has some su-

per-colossal troubles of its own
that are far from being solved, and
were never mentioned by Life.

nr RADITIONALLY observed

during the Washington's Birth-

day week, Feb. 17-24, industry

members once more are called upon
to participate in Brotherhood Week
by contributing to the maintenance

of its sponsor, the National Con-
ference of Christians and Jews ;

by
enlisting more people in year-round
activities to build brotherhood

;
by

rededicating ourselves to the ideals

of respect for people and human
rights, and by demonstrating prac-

tical things people can do to pro-

mote these ideals.

Under the chairmanship of

George Skouras, this year's indus-

try campaign for Brotherhood
Week has set expanded, but reason-

able, goals. They will be easy of

attainment if the brotherhood
which all men of good will profess

is translated into practice and ac-

tion. Do your part.

Blumenstock Will

Operate from

W.B.'s Coast Studios

In a move designed to speed up
promotional service to distribution and
exhibition, Warner Brothers at the

weekend announced that Mort Blu-
menstock, vice-

president in

charge of ad-
vertising and
publicity, will
transfer his

headquarters to

the company's
studios in Bur-
bank. Blumen-
stock returned

to New York
over the week-
end following a
series of meet-
ings with Har-
ry and Jack
Warner and

Ben Kalmenson, vice - president in

charge of distribution.

Blumenstock expects to occupy his

new studio office by Feb. 15.

"The move reflects the current dis-

tribution and exhibition requirements

(Continued on page 7)

Mort Blumenstock

Bill Park Series

For Sol Lesser

Bill Park, Pacific Coast news edi-

tor for NBC and former managing
editor of Paramount News, has been

signed by Sol Lesser to produce, write

and edit a series of factual adventure
pictures which form part of Lesser's

1952-53 program.
Park assumes his new position to-

day, with the expiration of his NBC
contract, and his first assignment will

be to handle "The Lost Emeralds of

Ilia Tics." Color in Technical ex-
ploration documentary being photo-

graphed in the Peruvian jungles by
Kenneth Krippens and Herman
Schopp.
Among his other duties Park will

serve as adviser to Lesser in connec-
tion with the latter's TV releases.

^Vadis" Bookings in

Cities of 25MO Up
A sufficient number of first-run

bookings of "Quo Vadis" in larger

cities having been set, M-G-M an-
nounces that it is now prepared to

accept offers from first-runs in cities

of 25,000 to 100,000 population.

Qualified theatres in such cities are

invited to notify M-G-M exchanges
within the next seven days of their

interest in booking the picture. Offers

will be received by the exchanges
thereafter.

Delegates Arriving
For Allied Meeting
Washington, Feb. 3.—Abram

F. Myers, chairman and gen-
eral counsel of Allied States,

was confined to his home here
by illness at the weekend, as
delegates to Allied's annual
board meeting began arriving
in the city.

However, it is expected that
Myers will have recovered
from his indisposition in time
for the opening board ses-
sions on Tuesday. Tomorrow,
the Allied Caravan committee
and the arbitration and na-
tional film committees will
hold separate sessions.

FCC Paramount
Hearings Resume

Washington, Feb. 3.—The Federal
Communications Commission's "catch-
all" Paramount hearings will reopen
tomorrow before hearing examiner
Leo Resnick, with Paramount Pic-
tures' president Barney Balaban as
the likely Icad-oflf witness.

The hearing has already covered
testimony on the FCC's charge that

Paramount controls Allen B. DuMont
Laboratories, Inc. The hearings that

reopen tomorrow will go into other
issues—the proposed merger between
United Paramount Theatres and
American Broadcasting Co. and the
question of whether either Paramount
or any subsidiary should be given tele-

vision licenses in view of their anti-

trust history.

Lawyers expect the hearings to go
on for many more weeks, possibly

(Continued on page 7)

Fair Copper-Drip
Price Put at 16/

Washington, Feb. 3.—About 15
to 16 cents a pound is a fair price for

copper drippings. National Production
Authority film chief Nathan D. Gold-
en reports.

Golden said reports from San Fran-
cisco, Charlotte and Minneapolis,
which all had conducted highly suc-

cessful collections, showed a wide
variation in price received for the
drippings—anywhere from 10 cents to

17^ cents. He said NPA's salvage
division thought the 15 to 16 cents

price a fair one for copper drippings,

but admitted that the price would
actually vary with the quantity offered

for sale and whether the dealer had
to pick up the drippings or had them
delivered to him. "It is suggested

{Continued on page 7)

Competition Is

Made an FCC
Hearing Issue

Testimony Is Now Set to
Get Underway on Mar. 10

Washington, Feb. 3.—The Fed-
eral Communications Commission
has enlarged the issues in the com-
ing theatre television hearings to
put increased emphasis on the question
of maintaining competition within the
proposed new service, and on the qual-
ifications of film producers and ex-
hibitors to furnish such a service.

At the same time, the Com-
mission moved back from Feb.
25 to March 10 the opening date
for the hearings, and allowed
eight more organizations to be-
come parties to the hearings.

Theatre television proponents
promptly discounted the enlargement
of the issues, declaring that "the

(Continued on page 7)

Pathe Allows Delay

In RKO-Loew's Suit

Pathe Industries, plaintiff in a
$15,000,000 triple-damage anti-trust
action against the Loew's and RKO
circuits, has granted the defendants
a one-month extension for submitting
final records for review prior to the
setting of a trial date in U. S. Dis-
trict Court here.

The deadline previously was Feb. 1

for the submission of the data to the
plaintiff. The extension means that
Pathe will have to delay moving for
trial for at least a month, and per-
haps longer. William C. MacMillen,
Jr., Pathe president, has said that his

(Continued on page 7)

Drive-in Combine
Started in South
New Orleans, Feb. 3.—Confirma-

tion that a new film buying combine
for Louisiana and Mississippi drive-
ins is in process of formation came at
the weekend when it was learned that
at least six theatres as of now have
notified film exchanges here that the
new combine will handle their prospec-
tive buying and booking.
The theatres are the Joy, Sunset,

Lone Star and King in Shreveport,
the Don, Bossier City, and the Barks-
dale. According to reports, Max Con-
nett of Newton, Miss., chairman of
the Tri-States MPTO, heads the new
combine.
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Klieman Plan

In New Phase
Personal Mention

Philadelphia. Feb. 3.—To further

stimulate his plan to eliminate double

bills and replace them with "a well-

balanced unit show developed to pro-

vide two and one-half hours of vari-

ety and wide appeal material," Paul

Klieman, general manager of W.
and R. Theatre Enterprises, operat-

ing a circuit here, will, on Feb. 9,

send brochures explaining the program
to 1,200 key exhibitors throughout
the country, and to "every important
producer, distributor and home office

executive."

A cover letter accompanying the

brochure will explain that originally,

on Oct. 19, 1951, Klieman publicly

launched his campaign to develop the

program when he sent copies of it to

executives of all producing and dis-

tributing companies, in addition to the
trade press.

The letter to be sent on Feb. 9 will

suggest to the 1,200 key exhibitors
that, "the least you can do if you
value our industry, is to let the pro-
ducers, distributors and your fellow
exhibitors know your reaction. I

hope you agree with it so that encour-
agement can be given to Hollywood
to take the plan off paper and put it

into motion."
In his cover letter to producers and

distributors. Klieman will advise them
that he will have sent the brochure
to key exhibitors and will urge them
to make a special effort to secure
"reaction from exhibitors through
your local offices or whatever channels
are at vour disposal."

Klieman's plan provides for a "unit

show" with four requirements :

"(1) A Grade A feature with at least two
or more established stars who possess e:ood

marquee strength. Running time between
75 and 90 minutes.

"(2) A featurette of opposite appeal to
the feature, v/ith at least one marquee star
and one or more new or unknown stars who
have the ability and possibility of top star-

dom. Running time to average 30 to 40 min-
utes. Featurette to have appeal for women
if main feature has male apT>eal. The op-
posite in all categories to hold true for

featurettes.
"(3) A 15 to 20 minute public relations

subject dealing with the following: Racial
and religious of positive nature, short
stories. Biblical stories, human interest ex-
periences which are unlimited and published
monthly in dozens of magazines or any
subject which may have personal interest

to at least 10 per cent or more of the
population.
"(4) A color cartoon of excellent comedy

material suitable for both adult and juv-
enile appeal."

Klieman envisaged a widened scope
of patronage from the use of such a

plaiL He said it would bring back to

theatres patrons who, because their

available entertainment time is limited,

have been discouraged from attending
theatres by the use of double bills.

AW. SCHWALBERG, president
• of Paramount Film Distributing

Corp., will be in Boston today from
here to receive a citation from the

B'nai B'rith.
•

E. K. O'Shea, vice-president of

Paramount Film Distributing Corp.

;

Jerry Pickman, vice-president and

director of advertising-publicity ; Os-
car AloRGAN, sales manager of short

subjects; Monroe R. Goodman, ex-

ecutive assistant to A. W. Schwal-
BERG ; Robert J. Rubin, assistant to

Barney Balaban,- and Fred Leroy,

head of the statistical department, will

all return to New York today from
Chicago.

•

Wilbur Snaper, president of Allied

of New Jersey, will leave here today

for Washington to attend the national

Allied board meeting.
•

Walter Branson, Western division

sales manager for RKO Radio, and
his assistant, Harry Gittleson, will

be in Chicago today.
•

Joe Smart, Loew's Theatres city

manager in Baltimore, has left for

New England on a leave of absence

of several months.
•

Charles Boasberg, RKO Radio's

North-South division sales manager,
will leave here for Miami today.

•

Terry Turner, RKO Radio direc-

tor of exploitation, left here for Bos-
ton over the weekend.

•

William Zimmerman of RKO Ra-
dio's sales department, will leave here

by plane for the Coast today.

SH. FABIAN, head of Fabian
• Theatres and chairman of the

Theatre Owners of America executive

committee, will arrive in New York
today from Hollywood.

•

Edward Morey, Monogram-Allied
Artists vdce-president, has returned

here from Hollywood. Norton V.
RiTCHEY, Monogram International

president, will return here on Friday,
e

William B. Zo'Ellner, M-G-M
short subject and newsreel sales man-
ager, will arrive in Chicago today

from Indianapolis, en route to Detroit

and New York.
•

Maurice N. Wolf, field assistant

to H. M. Richey, exhibitor relations

head, will address the Federated Jun-
ior Atlanta Woman's Club in Atlanta,

Feb. 11.

•

Gael Sullivan, Theatre Owners of

America executive director, is due
back here from Hollywood and St.

Louis on Wednesday.
•

Mrs. Ben Goetz, wife of the man-
aging director of M-G-M's British

studio, has returned to London from
New York.

•

Joseph A. Walsh, head of branch
operations for Paramount, will be in

Dallas today from Chicago.
•

David E. Rose, producer, will ar-

rive here tomorrow on the S. 5".

Queen Mary from England.
•

James B. McClellan has been
elected president of Local No. 439,

I lATSE, New London, Conn.

Newsreel

Parade

rRUMAN viezving flood areas,

and figlifing abroad are current

newsreel highlights. Other items in-

clude March of Dimes fashions, people

in the neius, and sports. Complete
contents folloiv:

MOVIETONE, NEWS, No. 11—Triunan
flies over flood area. Riots in Egypt. Lewis
vs. Taft. Style show for March of Dimes.
Something new on water skiis.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 245—Tragic
events in Egypt. Korean war continues.
Taft and Lewis clash. Fashions for March
of Dimes. Aquaplaning acrobatics.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 48 — Ohio
River on rampage. People in the news:
Admiral McCormick, Marion Marshall, two
heroic sergeants. Taft-Lewis debate. Egypt
battles. Sports.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. SB—Arab un-
,rest in Tunisia. India elections. Ohio River
floods. Cincinnati fire. Dean Rusk arrives in

Japan. Bomb plot in Saigon. Swiss ski
game. Winter sports.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 531 — Egypt
riots. News in brief: floods, March of

Dimes fashions, Viarregio Carnival. Premi-
ere of "Bend of the River." Water whirls.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 50—
Battle in Egypt. War in Indo-China, Korea.
Truman sees flood. Paratroopers jump.
Admiral McCormick named to NATO' post.
March of Dimes fashions. Skiing.

Livingston to Aid
Linet on New Drive

Milton Livingston, publicist and
trade press contact for Universal Pic-

tures in New York, has been named
assistant publicity chairman of the

amusement industry's participation in

the 1952 fund raising campaign of the

National Conference of Christians and
Jews, Henry .A. I-inct, chairman rjf

the publicity committee, announced.

'Retreat" Premiere in

San Antonio Feb, 15.
A 150-theatre saturation opening in

the Southwest for United States Pic-

tures' film "Retreat, Hell !", a Warner
release, will follow the world premiere
of the picture at the Majestic Theatre
in San Antonio on Thursday, Feb. 14.

Statewide festivities, in which Texas
Governor Allan Shivers will partici-

pate, will honor Major Gen. O. P.

Smith of the First Marine Division
in Korea who said, "Retreat, Hell,

we're only attacking in another direc-

tion."

The film, starring Frank Lovejoy,
Richard Carlson, Rusty Tamblyn and
Anita Louise, was produced by Milton
Sperling and directed by Joseph
Lewis.

M. P. Herald Devotes
Section to 'Zapata*
The current issue of Motion Picture

Herald includes a second section en-
tirely devoted to an illustrated novel-
ization from Argosy magazine of the

John Steinbeck story on which the

20th Century-Fox production, "Viva
Zapata," is based.

An innovation of its kind, the sec-

tion permits exhibitors to get a de-

tailed presentation of the primary ele-

ments of the production, enabling them
to begin planning merchandising cam-
paigns for the picture immediately.

Demonstration Is on
SPG Agenda Tonight
The strategy committee of the

Screen Publicists Guild (DPOWA,
District No. 65) will meet here this

evening to discuss the possibility of
holding a "demonstration" in public
against one or more of the major com-
panies with which it has been unable
to reach an agreement on contract
terms. The guild a few weeks ago had
set a Feb. 1 deadline for taking action
on a demonstration if progress in

negotiations were not made by that

date.

The union is negotiating with Co-
lumbia, Warner, 20th Century-Fox,
Universal and United Artists.

Rogers Hospital
Fund Progresses
The Will Rogers Memorial Hospi-

tal reports that the "Christmas Sa-
lute" total had reached $75,361. Con-
tributions from the "Christmas Sa-
lute" scrolls are still coming into

the fund office and will continue
throughout the next few months, it

was said.

The "Salute" was directed by
Charles J. Feldman of Universal-In-
ternational, as distribution chairman,
and_ S. J. Switow of Louisville, as
exhibitor chairman. The drive was
supported by Variety Clubs-Interna-
tional, the lATSE and TESMA.

Josephs Named to

Columbia Cabinet

The promotion of George Josephs
to a home office executive post was
announced here at the weekend by
Abe Montague, Columbia sales vice-

president.

In his new ca-

pacity, Josephs
joins Louis As-
t o r

, Louis
Weinberg, Irv-

ing Wormser
and Maurice
Grad, short
subjects sales

supervisor, in

the Columbia
home office sales

cabinet, under
the supervision

of Rube Jack-
ter, assistant
sales manager.

A veteran of 24 years with the com-
pany, Josephs has served in several

home office departments, and for the

past five years was assistant to Mon-
tague. No successor will be appointed

to fill the latter post for the present.

George Josephs

Dallas Industry Pays
Tribute to Rowley
Dallas, Feb. 3.—John H. Rowley,

executive vice-president of Rowley
United Theatres, Inc., was honored at

a testimonial banquet Friday evening
on the conclusion of two years of
service as chief barker of Variety
Club Tent No. 17.

Speakers included R. J. O'Donnell
of Interstate circuit ; William Mc-
Craw of Variety International ; and
Price Daniel, Texas attorney general.

The affair was held in the Hotel
Adolphus.
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JOHN STEINBECK'S , Al' »< MARLON BRAND

I FOUGHT, TOO...I DEMAND YOU GIVE ME THE REWARDS^
Zapata knows his brother's greed leads to trouble.

LOVE CANNOT BE BOUGHT . . . EXCEPT WITH LOVE!"

Josefa reaches into the heart of Zapata, the Tiger.

^lEAD US TO YOUR LEADER ZAPATA...WE WILL KILL HIMr "FOR BETTER OR WORSE...WHETHER IN PEACE OR WARr
Diaz' troops learn that the women can fight, tool A vow taken in the shadow of onrushing events.

wirKArjTHoriYO'Jir'f • jorrr:-! v/irr/.'./n • apmoid //.OGf; • //./-fgo • ai/ m rnnD • h/ tgid gcpdgi ' • lou Giinnr"
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Reviews
"Cloudburst"
(E.vclusirc films—United Artists)

A MURKY little importation from England is offered in "Cloudburst,"

with American player Robert Preston heading the cast. The box-office

outlook seems to be on the moderate side, which is on a par with its enter-

tainment substance.

Despite its singleness of theme, which is revenge, "Cloudburst" seems to

ramble and digress a good deal more than it actually does, principally because

scriptwriters Francis Searle and Leo Marks take so much time in setting their

scene. Robert Preston is an ex-wartime commando chief, currently head of

the code section of the British Foreign Office. His wife, Elizabeth Sellers,

who worked with him in the underground, had been permanently crippled by

the Nazis in saving Preston's life. Establishing the depth of the love between
the two, the story goes on in improbable fashion to show how Preston takes

revenge on two criminals who run over and kill his wife while escaping from

a holdup. His hate is like a "cloudburst," engulfing him as well as his

adversaries.

Some suspense is created as Scotland Yard sets about to track down Pres-

ton, knowing as they do that their man is a code expert and well-versed in

commando tactics. As presented here, however, the Yard's success is based

on a combination of mysic intuition and fantastic good luck.

Preston does an adequate job as the revenge-seeker, but his motives are

more talked about than felt. Elizabeth Sellers is pretty as his wife and Colin

Taplejr is dryly humorous as the "Yard-man." Alexander Paal produced and
Francis Searle directed, from a screenplay based on a play by Leo Marks.
Running time, 83 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

Jan. 3L

'^Buffalo Bill in Tomahawk Territory"
(Sclnvartz Productions—United Artists)

A STORY OF BUFFALO BILL is told in conventional fashion in "Buf-
falo Bill in Tomahawk Territory." \n this instance the famous scout

is portrayed by Clayton Moore, protecting the Indians from some evil white
settlers who would like to get their hands on gold beneath the Indian lands.

Director B. B. Ray has sprinkled his production with innumerable "action"

clips from films which may well date back to "The Covered Wagon."
Buffalo Bill and his side-kick, Slim Andrews, become involved in the

goings on when they attempt to deliver a herd of cattle to the Sioux under
a government contract. They are prevented from accomplishing their mission
by the outlaws, disguised as Indians, who hope to bring on a war of extermi-
nation against the Indians. Bill and Slim outwit the crooks with the aid of

White Cloud, the Sioux chief, and the local troop garrison. Intervening are

several protracted gun battles with the Indian-disguised outlaws, as well

as two stampedes, one of cattle and another of buffalo.

Some suspense is built towards the end when Bill must deliver some cattle

to the Indians by an appointed hour to stop them from going on the war-
path. Otherwise, the film is pretty slow. Moore and Andrews head an
adequate cast. Story and screenplay are by Sam Neuman and Nat Tanchuck.
Edward Finney and B. B. Ray produced.

Running time, 66 minutes. General audience classification. Release date
Feb. 8.

NEWS
in Brief • •

NewGevacolor

Process Shown
Lo.vDox, Feb. 3.—Gevaert screened

here recently before an audience of

technicians and cameramen specimens
of Continental films made in the new
Gevacolor process.

It was stated at the demonstration
that 17 features were made in Geva-
color last year in various parts of

Europe and that over 40 are scheduled
to be made this year. The system, it

is claimed, is a single negative pro-

cess, not requiring a special camera.
Currently, dupe negatives cannot be

made here. An original negative has

to be cut and all prints taken from it.

It is possible, the promoters claim, to

print from any monopack negative on
to Gevacolor positive.

Set Georgia MPTO
Meet for Mid-April

.A.TLAXT.A, Feb. 3.—The fifth an-

nual convention of the Motion Picture

Theatre Owners and Operators of

Georgia will be held at the Atlanta

Biltmore Hotel April 13-15.

The committees follow :

General program, E. D. Martin,

O. C. Lam, C. P. Patrick, Jimmie
Harrison, Ray Edmondson. Arrange-
ments, J. H. Thompson, Ray Martin,

Jr., John Carter. Program ads, Lam,
B. Padgett, Thompson. Ladies

activities : Mrs. John Carter, Mrs.
Bill Wooten, Mrs. W. M. Snelson.

Registration, W. M. Snelson, L. M.
Stockton. Entertainment, Stockton.

Hotel reservations, John Thompson,
John Hackney. Nominations, Snelson.
Resolutions, J. S. Tankersley. Dis-

tributors, Paul Wilson, Charles Kess-
nich. Publicity, Emery Austin, Leon-
ard Allen.

Buchman House Vote
W ashington, Feb. 3.—The House

has tentatively set for Tuesday a vote
on the recommendation of the House
L'n-American Activities Committee to

cite producer Sidney Buchman for

contempt of Congress. Buchman was
recommended for the citation when he
failed to appear to testify in answer
to a Committee subpoena.

Mooney Reopens Branch
Cleveland, Feb. 3. — Milton A.

Mooney, president of Co-operation
Theatres of Ohio will re-open in mid-
i-"ebruary his Buffalo branch which he
closed in the fall.

Legion Report Puts
Five in Class B
The latest Legion of Decency re-

port places five films in Class B. They
arc : "Cage of Gold," British, Ellis

Films ; "A Girl in Every Port,"

RKO ; "The Greatest Showj on
Earth," Paramount ; "Room for One
More," Warners; "The Woman in

Question," Columbia, and "Rasho-
mon," RKO.

Conclude Hearings
On Copyright Bill
VVashington, Feb. 3. — A House

Judiciary sub-committee on Friday
concluded hearings on a bill to remove
a section of the Copyright Code which
government and industry officials

warned might lead foreign countries
to retaliate against U. S. films, books,
music and other copyright works.
Among the organizations supporting

the measure on Friday was the Amer-
ican Society of Composers, Authors
and Publishers. The sub-committee
gave parties who did not appear at
the hearings 10 days to file statements
for the record. Following that, it will
go into executive session to vote on
the bill.

Stays Sacher Disbarment
New Haven, Feb. 3.— Harold

Sacher, former counsel to lATSE
New York Projectionists Local No.
306, who was ordered disbarred from
Federal Court practice as an after-

math of the 1949 trial of 11 Commun-
ist leaders in New York, has won a
stay of the disbarment. Federal Judge
Carroll C. Hincks ruled here that the
disbarment be held in abeyance pend-
ing a decision on an appeal from the
disbarment order. Sacher was a de-
fense attorney in the Communists'
trial.

Chicago, Feb. 3.—Columbia's "The
Harlem Globe Trotters" was screened

for sportswriters in the Balaban &
Katz screening room in the Chicago
Theatre Building. All four dailies car-

ried feature articles in their sports sec-

tions about the picture which opens
Feb. 6 at the B. and K. Roosevelt.

•

Boston, Feb. 3.—Stanley Young,
film salesman for the 20th Century-
Fox, Boston branch, was injured
when the car he was driving collided

with a 10-ton truck on Soldiers Field
Road in Allston, Mass. His condition

is reported fair. He was treated at

St. Elizabeth's Hospital and allowed
to go home under the care of a phy-
sician.

•

Cleveland, Feb. 3. — Transference
of Frank Harpster, Warner Theatres
district manager in Mansfield, O., to

Pittsburgh, and other Warner person-
nel changes here have been announced.
Dave Yellen, assistant to booking-

manager Joe Weinstein, resigned to
join a local department store as audi-
tor, and George Frazer, has resigned
as manager of Warner's Leroy The-
atre, Portsmouth, to open a dance stu-

dio in St. Louis in association with
his wife.

•

An advertising and promotion cam-
paign designed to achieve one of the

most intensive play-offs of a picture,

has been devised for Stanley Kramer's
"Cyrano de Bergerac," it was an-

nounced here by Max E. Youngstein,
United Artists vice-president and di-

rector of advertising-publicity.

Keyed to situations in cities of 20,-

000 population and over, the play-offs

will be geared to a community-wide
program involving a 600-line ad "co-

op" with the participating exhibitor,

a direct approach to parent groups

and letters to key educators and

church groups.

Chicago, Feb. 3.—The South Side

price war which has been dormant for

several months is threatening to break
out again here with Warner's Strat-

ford Theatre reducing its prices to

29 cents, matinees, and 42 cents eve-

nings (both plus tax), and children

nine cents at all times. These prices

are the same as those of the B. and K.

Southtown and could cause another

wave of price cutting in the 63rd and
Halsted area where there are several

large theatres.

Los Angeles, Feb. 3.—The South-

ern California Motion Picture Coun-

cil, representing 52 women's groups

in the U. S., has chosen Cecil B. De
Mille's "The Greatest Show on

Earth," Paramount, for a special

merit award for "production, enter-

tainment, social and ethical values."

The award is given only to films of

"outstanding merit," according to

Council president, Mrs. William A.

Burk.
•

Acquisition of four Warner Broth-

ers in New Jersey by Maurice Stahl's

S,MP Theatre Corp., will take place

late this month under a new purchase

deal. The houses are Savoy, Newark;
Castle, Irvington ; the U. S. in Hobo-
ken and the Playhouse in Dover.
SMP at present owns the Rivoli,

Rutherford
;
Regent and Lincoln at

Kearney, and the Rex in East Ruth-

erford.
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Made an FCC Hearing Issue

(Coniimicd from page 1)

RKO-Loew's
(Continued from page 1)Of TV on Film

Eighty-five per cent of future tele-

vision will be on film, Walter White,

Jr., president of Commodore Produc-

tions and Artists, Inc., predicted here

at the weekend. "You've got to give

the TV audience better entertainment

and the only way you can do it is on

film where you can go back and cor-

rect flaws," he said. Also on film

you can preserve the entertainment

and show it again, he said. White is

here for a visit from. Hollywood.
White, formerly a director with

major Hollywood studios, is now pro-

ducing a series of 26 Clyde Beatty 30-

minute films for TV at General Stu-

dios on the Coast. The series, he

said, is being shot in color, with a

view toward the future. While here

he will negotiate a release for the

series on a local station. He also is

negotiating with a major company for

a feature to be made in Africa with
Beatty as well as a deal with Univer-
sal-International on a short subject

starring Beatty.

White noted that "the scare in

Hollywood over TV is now over"

and the companies are on surer

ground.
TV production in Hollywood is at

an all time high, according to White,
and space at independent studios is

at a premium. White will return to

Hollywood next week.

Seek Bill Hitting
Schools Barring TV
Albany, Feb. 3. — State Senator

Joseph Zaretski (D. Man.) has in-

troduced a bill in the legislature to

bar tax exemption for schools and col-

leges which forbid televising of their

athletic contests in line with the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association
ruling that forbids all sports TV ex-

cept at selected events.

Gold Names NTFC
Committee Heads
Mel Gold, president of the National

Television Film Council, has named
the following committee chairmen for

1952

:

David Bader, programming ; Arche
A. Mayers, distribution ; Gene Sharin,

production ; Robert Paskow, TV sta-

tions ; William Van Praag, member-
ship

; John Battison, manual coordi-

nator; and David Savage, executive
coordinator of committees.

FCC Paramount
{Continued from page 1)

with further recesses every so often.

It is expected that tomorrow Resnick
will order testimony on the question
of renewing the license of Para-
mount's Los Angeles television station,

KTLA, and that Balaban will prob-
ably start oif for the company sketch-
ing its past history and its television

operations.

Wayne, Fellows on Own
HoLLYwooo, Feb. 3.—John Wayne

and Robert Fellows have formed an
independent production company for
which Wayne will make all Wayne
films not previously committed. Stand-
ing Wayne commitments are for one
picture annually for RKO, Republic,
Warner, and one for John Ford.

Commission isn't asking for anything

that we hadn't intended giving it any-

how."
One of the original issues in the

proceedings was to determine whether,

if frequencies are to be allocated for a

theatre TV service, the service should

be on a common carrier or non-com-
mon carrier basis. In an order made
public Friday, the Commission added
to this question the following issue

:

If the frequencies are made available

on a non-common carrier basis, what
would be the conditions under which
the service would be made available,

"including conditions designed to

maintain competition within a theatre

television service, and as between a

theatre TV service and competitive

services?" The Friday order also

added to the issues the following new
issue : "To ascertain the proposals

of the parties with respect to the

standards of licenses eligibility in any
theatre television service, with spe-

cial reference to such questions as to

whether the public interest would be
served by granting licenses for sta-

tions in such a service to persons also

engaged directly or indirectly in the
furnishing of network or other pro-
gramming for broadcast reception, to

persons engaged directly or indirectly

in the production of motion pictures

or other programs for a theatre TV
service, or to persons engaged directly

or indirectly in the exhibition of mo-
tion pictures or of the programs of

such a theatre television service."

FCC officials admitted such
questions would probably have
come up anyhow, especially un-
der cross-examination, but said
witnesses and attorneys could
then have begged off on the
ground they weren't prepared.
"Now there won't be any such
excuse," they said.

Marcus Cohn, television attorney
for the National Exhibitors Theatre
Television Committee, said the Com-
mission was "asking only the exact
mechanics of how we intend to oper-
ate this new service." He added that
"this is a perfectly legitimate ques-
tion and we planned to cover it all

along. Our whole concept has been to
have the keenest inter-state and intra-

state competition within the new ser-

Copper-Drip Price
(Continued from page 1)

several scrap dealers be contacted to
be sure you are getting the best price

available in your territory," Golden
advises collection.

Phillips in Albany
Albany, N. Y., Feb. 3.—John D.

Phillips, executive secretary of the
Metropolitan Motion Picture Theatre
Owners, visited Albany and the Capi-
tol last week to discuss pending bills

with Harry Lamont, temporary chair-
man of the Albany Theatre Owners
of America, and Lewis A. Sumberg,
executive director and counsel for the
local TOA.

Correction
ManoN Picture Daily reported on

Friday that the number of Loew's
theatres wholly unaffected by the di-

vestiture provisions of the company's
Federal consent decree is 44. The
correct count is 47.

vice. The Commission is raising the

question of who should be a licen-

see ; we intended to tell it this any-
how."
As for the question of the eligibility

of film producers and exhibitors to be

licensees, Cohn pointed out that CBS,
DuMont and other frequency holders

now make films and provide programs
as well, and that the precedents are

all for the film industry, rather than

against it.

Commission officials said the
new issues were the main rea-

son for the postponement in the
start of the hearings, but that
other reasons were the number
of new parties admitted to the
hearings and the fact that the
FCC staff may still be tied up
on TV freeze problems.

The parties newly admitted to the

hearing in the Friday order were

:

Theatre Network Television, Inc. ; the

International Alliance of Theatrical

Stage Employes, Fair Television
Practices Committee, American Fed-
eration of Labor, Authors League of

America, American Federation of

Radio Artists, Radio and Television
Directors Guild and United Service
Artists Local Union No. 829, AFL.
The FCC said any other parties

that wanted to take part in the hear-
ings should notify the Commission
before Feb. IS, and that any parties

who wanted to file additional witness
lists or testimony outlines could do it

by that date.

company would be in a position to

move immediately for trial if the Feb.
1 deadline were met, and he foresaw a
trial date sometime in the spring.

Filed Over A Year Ago

The action, filed over a year ago,
alleges that the two circuits had con-
spired to keep independently-produced
pictures out of the New York Metro-
politan market. Pathe's subsidiary.

Eagle Lion Classics, also was a plain-

tiff at the outset, but was withdrawn
from the action when its physical as-
sets were sold to United Artists.

Blumenstock Will
{Continued from page 1)

which call for more concentration on
early individual film promotions," the
company stated.

The home office advertising and
publicity department will continue to
function under Blumenstock's direc-
tion. Alex Evelove will continue in

his position as studio publicity di-

rector.

Markey Film for India
London, Feb. 3.—Alexander Mar-

key announced before leaving here
for India last week that he plans to
produce "The Jungle Prince" there in

a new color process, Telecolor. He
plans to spend six months in India on
the production and will subsequently
make a picture here for his Teleworld
Productions.

"A good bet for anybody's screen! Expert, exciting chase!

Plenty thrill and suspense!" —FUm Daily

THE MOST EXCITING

THRILLER OF THE YEAR!

Another BIG ONE thruUA



THE SALES
PLAN FOR
M-G-M's

QUO
VADIS

Supplementing
tke Recent

Announcement
of tLe Sales

Plan for M-G-M's

Famed Screen

TriumpL.

QUO VADIS

MORE FIGURES
THAT PROVE "QUO
VADIS" IS THE BOX-
OFFICE GIANT OF
ALL TIME I

compjrnlio-'GW™-
bc]ov irc exclusive

• QUO VADIS ' 'GWTW
BOSTON (2 Tiuim) . . . '80,449

INDIANAPOLIS. . . . '30,023

KANSAS CITY .... '36,085

NEW ORLEANS . . . '37,113

NORFOLK '30,098

WASHINGTON .... '52,303

BUFFALO '47,063

'63,322

33,165

'37,646

'35,279

'25,004

'34,752

'40,196

THE NEXT STEP

IN THE MERCHANDISING OF

M-G-M's BOX-OFFICE GIANT!

With the cooperation of our exhibitor customers, arrangements for

the fiirst run exhibition of "QUO VADIS" in the larger cities through-

out the country are now being completed and we are therefore happy

to announce that we are ready to go forward with the arrangements for

the first run exhibition of "QUO VADIS" in cities having a population

of approximately 25,000 to 100,000.

Any exhibitor having a suitable theatre who is interested in

exhibiting this picture first run in a city with a population of

approximately 25,000 to 100,000 should notify our nearest exchange

of that interest within seven (7) days after the publication date of

this announcement.

His request will receive due consideration and at the appropriate

time a form will be forwarded to him on which to make his offer.

We repeat our appreciation for the support given us in the playing of

this great production.

LOEWS INC.
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Allied Warns

On Chances of

TV Channels
Myers Attacks Rentals,

Proposes Bidding Fight

Washington, Feb. 4. — Allied

States Association general counsel

Abram F. ^Myers today warned ex-

hibitors against over-optimism on

the chances of

getting theatre

television fre-

quencies from
the Federal
C o m m u n i -

cations Com-
mission.

Stressing that

no one yet
knows how the

FCC will act,

Myers said the-

atre TV has
"three danger-

ous hurdles to

leap in the pres-

ent proceedings,

any one of which
grief."

Abram 3Iyers

may bring it to

He said these hurdles were:

{Continued on page 6)

TESMA, TEDA to

Hold Joint Trade

Show with Allied

Balaban Sees Films

For TV When It

Can Pay for Them
W'ashixgtox. Feb. 4.—Barney Bal-

aban, Paramount Pictures president,

said today the fact that the television

industry cannot afford to pay enough
monej' for Holh'wood films is the

"major barrier" keeping Hollywood
from producing films for television.

"I'm certain." he declared on the

opening day of the second phase of

the Federal Communications Commis-
sion's catch-all Paramount hearing,

"that when the time comes and tele-

vision can paj' for current films we
will be verj- happ}' to make films for

television."

Balaban was the first witness in the

portion of the hearing which will deal

with the proposed merger between the

American Broadcasting Co. and Unit-
ed Paramount Theatres, as well as

(Continued on page 3)

US SUPREME COURT
UPHOLDS HUGHES

Doubt Arbitration

Of Film Rentals

Chicago, Feb. 4.—Allied and the

Theatre Equipment and Supply Alanu-

facturers and Theatre Equipment
Dealers associations will hold a

"giant" combined trade show here in

November in conjunction with the

1952 Allied convention, it was an-

nounced here jointly by Jack Kirsch.

.\llied convention chairman, and J.

Robert Hoff. president of TESM.A.
The exhibit will be held at the Mor-
rison Hotel here.

Negotiations for the combined trade

(Continued on page 6)

Film Men Enthused
By TV Tribute
Industry leaders yesterday were en-

thusiastic over the treatment accorded

motion pictures on the Ken Murray
Show over WCBS-TV's national net-

work last Saturday night.

Some executives, almost as sur-

prised as they were delighted over
television's "Salute to Movietime,
U.S.A." on the hour-long program,

(Continued on page 3)

Doubt was expressed in distribution

circles j esterday that as many as 10

per cent of the country's exhibitors

would be willing to arbitrate film

rentals if, as expected, theatre oper-

ators were required to open their

books at arbitration iiearings and
permit their overhead to be analyzed
freely.

.\part from making conjectures such
as this, distribution, before issuing offi-

(Continued on page 6)

SupremeCourt Will

Hear Appeal in

^Miracle ' Action

\\'-A.sHixGTON, Feb. 4.—The U. S.

Supreme Court today agreed to hear
the appeal in "The Miracle" case,

opening the way for a possible high
court ruling on the constitutionality of

state censorship.

The New York State Regents re-

fused to license showings of the film,

"The Miracle," on the grounds it was
sacrilegious. Joseph Burstyn, Inc.,

distributor of the film, went to court,

arguing that it was not sacrilegious

(Continued on page 7)

Walter Reade, Sr.

Dies Here at 68

\\'alter Reade, Sr., pioneer motion
picture exhibitor, founder and head of

the \\'alter Reade Theatres, one of

the largest independent theatre cir-

cuits in the East, died yesterday after

a long illness.

Active in the affairs of his company
until about six months ago, Reade was
taken to !Mount Sinai Hospital on
Sunday.
Funeral services will be held tomor-

(Continued on page 7)

'SailorBeware ^Sets Opening

Week Record at Mayfair
Paramount Pictures' "Sailor Beware," starring Dean Martin and Jerry

Lewis, is heading for a record-breaking opening week gross of S71,000
at the Mayfair. The ^lartin and Lewis starrer, coupled with "Phone Call

from A Stranger" and "The Greatest Show on Earth," led the Broadwav
box-office parade this week
The Mayfair's estimated S71.000 for

the week which ends Thursday tops

all other initial weeks for the houst-

at popular prices. When admission.^

were hiked to S2.40 tops in 1947 for

"Gentlemen's Agreement," that film

rolled up $82,000 for its first seven

days, the only comparable figure. The
present top admission is $1.80.

At the Roxy. "Phone Call from .\

Stranger,'' plus a stage show, is doing
e.xcellently. For its first week, the

20th Centurv-Fox film is expected to

hit a big $100,000. following the

house's best non-holiday weekend in

(Continued on page 7)

Variety to Honor
German, Schwartz

The \'ariety Club of New York
City, Tent No. 35, will hold its an-
nual induction-luncheon honoring the
incoming chief barker, William J.
German, and the retiring chief barker,
Fred J. Schwartz, at the Astor Hotel
Feb. 19.

Charles E. (Chick) Lewis is

chairman and Martin Levine is co-
(Continued on page 6)

Rules N. Y. Court Wrong
In Ordering Sale of
Stock Without Consent

\\'.\SHiNGT0N, Feb. 4. — The
U. S. Supreme Court today ruled

unanimously that the New York
Statutory Court was wrong in

ordering Howard Hughes to sell his

trusteed RKO Theatres stock without
his consent or without new hearings
and findings of fact.

The high court said it had no
doubt the New York court could
require the sale of Hughes'
trusteed theatre stock after a
proper hearing, but ruled that
this had not been held so far.

The decision left the way open
for a new Justice efifort to force
the sale of the stock, with a
new motion to the Statutory
Court, submission of evidence,
hearings and new findings of
fact by the lower court.

Justice spokesmen would not com-
ment officially on this possibility until

they had read the Supreme Court de-
cision more carefully. But their initial

reaction was unquestionably favorable
to a new attempt to force Hughes to
sell.

The high courts' opinion today came
in a 7-0 ruling with Justices Clark and
Jackson abstaining because of their
previous connections with the Para-

(Continued on page 7)

Recommend 3 Univ.
Shares for i Decca
Ebasco Services, retained

recently to make a corporate
analysis of both Universal
and Decca Records as a pre-
liminary to preparation of
plans for the proposed con-
solidation of the two, has
completed its study and re-
ported that a minimum basis
for an exchange of the stock
of the companies ought to be
in the ratio of three-fourths
of a share of Universal for
each full share of Decca, in-
formed sources said yester-
day.

Ebasco's report presumably
will result in the scrapping
of earlier consolidation pro-
posals based on an exchange
of nine-tenths of a share of
Universal for each share of
Decca.
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Personal
Mention
ROBERT M. WEITMAN, vice-

president of United Paramount
Theatres, will leave here tomorrow on

a tour of the Tenarken circuit in the

South, accompanied by associates Max
Fellerman and Herbert Hahn.

Robert J. O'Donnell head of In-

terstate Theatres and national direc-

tor of the "Movietime, U.S.A." cam-
paign, arrived here yesterday from
Dallas.

•

Dan S. Terrell, M-G-M exploita-

tion head, yesterday became a father

for the fourth time with the birth of a

daughter, Margaret, at Nassau Hos-
pital, Mineola, L. I.

•

Martin Moskowitz, New York
State division manager for 20th Cen-
tury-Fox, has returned here from an
upstate business trip.

•

Shirley Petigrue has been ap-

pointed fashion editor of Photoplay
magazine.

Para. Coast Parley

Is Led by Pickman

Hollywood, Feb. 4.—Paramount is

holding a series of studio merchandis-
ing conferences keyed to the West
Coast pre-release engagements of

"The Greatest Show on Earth," set

for Feb. 21 and to the release of other
top films set for the spring and sum-
mer.

The talks are being led by Jerry
Pickman, vice-president in charge of
advertising-publicity, who arrived here
today after attending the four-day
meeting of company branch managers
and field representatives in Chicago.

Plans under discussion will seek to
implement the recently adopted policy

of individual handling of each picture.

This policy was worked out during
the past month at a New York divi-

sion sales managers' meeting and at

subsequent branch meetings in New
York and Chicago.

NT Division Heads
Open Two-Day Meet
Los Axceles, Feb. 4. — National

Theatres division presidents opened
a two - day meeting with president
Charles P. Skouras here with a com-
plete survey of the box office situation

in the various divisions. Plans for the
ultimate use of Eidophor color TV,
the annual spring business drive, and
discussion of the operational policies

after divorcement is effected, are on
the agenda. Key NT home office exe-

cutives arc sitting in.

Proceeds to Heart Fund
IIoLLVwooD, I'"eb. 4. — The entire

box office proceeds of the two-theatre
premiere of RKO Radio's "The Las
Vegas Story" in that city on Feb. 12

will Ik- donated to the Variety Club's

Heart Fund, RKO has disclosed.

Set Okla. City,

Atlanta Tours
The renewed "Alovietime, U.S.A."

campaign will be kicked off this

spring by star tours in the Oklahoma
City and Atlanta territories, Arthur
L. Mayer, executive vice-president of

the Council of Motion Picture Organ-
izations, disclosed here yesterday.

A delegation of seven Hollywood
personalities will tour the Oklahoma
City territory during the week start-

ing March 16, and the second tour, in

the Atlanta territory the week of

April 13.

Arrangements for the Oklahoma
tour are being worked out between

J. C. Hunter of Tulsa Downtown
Theatres and Clarke H. Wales of the

Association of Motion Picture Pro-
ducers, Hollywood. Most, if not all,

of the visiting personalities will re-

main in Oklahoma City after the tour

to attend the annual convention of the

Theatre Owners of Oklahoma, March
23-25.

Atlanta arrangements have been
initiated by a committee comprising

J. H. Thompson, president of the

Motion Picture Theatre Owners and
Operators of Georgia, and Charles

Kessnich and E. D. Martin.

Mayer, in making the announce-
ment, pointed out that unlike the tours

last October, the new tours will be

staggered over several weeks. He
added that the campaign this spring

will be aimed at covering areas that

were completely neglected last Octo-
ber or received personality delegations

inadequate to their needs. Dates for

other tours will be disclosed shortly,

it was explained.

Mexican Injunction

On Quota Attacked

Mexico City, Feb. 4. — As some
producers predicted, the National
Cinematographic Board has appealed
to the National Supreme Court the

permanent injunction which Federal

Judge Ignacio Burgoa recently grant-

ed exhibitors against enactment of the

new Cinematographic Law clause that

demanded half playing time for Mex-
ican pictures. The board bases its

appeal mostly on the objection to

Judge Burgoa agreeing with the ex-
hibitors that the clause is unconstitu-

tional because, as they contended, it

violates the constitutional guarantee
of freedom of trade. The Board, in a

26-page argument, indicated that the

law is intended primarily to benefit

native producers.
Meanwhile, Judge Burgoa's injunc-

tion continues in force. Trade esti-

mates are that the Supreme Court will

take all of six months to render its

decision. Meanwhile, U. S. and other

imported pictures, as well as Mexi-
can products, enjoy a free market
throughout Mexico.

Towne Gets *Vadis'
Milwaukee, Feb. 4.—The Towne

Theatre here was awarded "Quo
Vadis" after long spirited bidding.

The picture will open there on Feb.

21.

Justice Will Add
Special Provision

To Loetv^s Decree

Washington, Feb. 4. — The Jus-
tice Department has agreed to add a
special provision to the proposed
Loew's consent decree to help the
company out in situations where it

has ground leases and built the thea-

tres itself.

The provision will be submitted in

a letter addition to the decree when
the document goes before the New
York court Wednesday. The original

decree allowed Loew's to sublease cer-

tain theatres providing the sublease

called for no greater rent than Loew's
was paying. In the situations where
Loew's has only a ground lease, this

would obviously mean an unusually

low rent in subleasing, so Justice has

agreed that Loew's can negotiate with
the subleasing firm a separate agree-

ment allowing extra payment over and
above what Loew's pays for the

ground lease.

Stanton Griffis Is

Back; Will Retire
Stanton Griffis, retiring U. S. Am-

bassador to Spain and chairman of the

executive board of Paramount Pic-

tures, declared here yesterday that he
"will not take an active part in the

motion picture business or any other

business in the future."

Griffis, who has been in government
service about 10 years, arrived here
from Madrid on the S. S. Indepen-
dence. He was appointed Ambassador
to Spain in December, 1950. Previ-

ously he had been Ambassador to

Poland, Egypt and Argentina. His in-

tentions are to "retire to private life,"

he said. He asserted, however, that he
intends to keep his Paramount title.

Griffis characterized the recent

Spanish film import agreement nego-

tiated with the Spanish government as

"a very good arrangement for our in-

dustry."

Set London Premiere
Of 'Greatest Show'
London, Feb. 4.—Close on the heels

of M-G-M's heavy exploitation cam-
paign here for "Quo Vadis" comes
Paramount's fan-fare for "The Great-

est Show on Earth." A gala European
premiere will be held at Paramount's
Plaza Theatre here on Feb. 15.

To cash in on the heavy advance
campaign, pre-release runs have been
moved up to March 24, with general

release on April 7. Charlton H'eston,

of the film's cast, is scheduled to at-

tend the premiere and to make a series

of provincial personal appearances

with an escort of elephants afterward

Stop *Fox' Ban in Mexico
Mexico City, Feb. 4.—Prohibition

by the censors of exhibition in Mexico
of 20th Century-Fox's "The Desert
Fox" on the ground that it is Nazi
propaganda, was overruled by J. C.
Lopez, director general of the National
Cinematographic Board. No explana-
tion was given. The picture is doing
well at the Cine Alameda, local first-

run.

Wyler Expects

CodeRevisions
William Wyler, Paramount pro-

ducer, declared here yesterday that

while he is of the opinion that the in-

dustry's voluntary Production Code is

indispensable if motion pictures are

to avoid Federal censorship, "I defin-

itely think the code is due for revi-

sion." He added that he believes most
other Hollywood producers agree.

The producer-director of "Detective
Story" and the recently completed
"Carrie," is here from Hollywood for

two weeks of cooperation with Para-
mount on pre-release exploitation of

the latter film.

Wyler's views on the Production
Code were not volunteered indepen-

dently but came in response to prod-
ding by a few trade press reporters

at an interview in his hotel suite here.

His questioners insisted upon return-

ing to the subject even after Wyler
had evidenced a wish to go on to

other topics.

The producer, who said he has re-

fused to permit his pre-'teen aged
daughters to see "Detective Story,"

observed that Joseph L Breen, Pro-
duction Code Administrator, some
time ago had sought to "liberalize"

the Code, but was opposed in this by
the presidents of Motion Picture As-
sociation of America member com-
panies. He said he knew of no pend-

ing official discussion of the subject.

Cite Coordinating Group
Hollywood, Feb. 4. — The Los

Angeles County Board of Supervisors

has unanimously adopted a resolution

paying tribute to the Hollywood Co-
ordinating Committee for the enter-

tainment programs it has provided for

soldiers in hospitals and overseas.
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Review
"Love Is Better Than Ever"
(Metro-Goldwyn-Maycr)

A FAST-PACED comedy that crackles with many laughs has been turned

out by M-G-M in "Love Is Better Than Ever." The humor built on court-

ship situations is as American as apple pie and should find broad acceptance

across the land. Incidentally, Elizabeth Taylor was never more fetching.

Co-starring with Miss Taylor is Larry Parks, a self-sufficient Broadway
agent who thinks love is "hokey" until his charming opposite finally corrals

him. Special credit should be meted out to director Stanley Donen and Ruth
Brooks Flippen, who wrote the story. The efforts of both to maintain the

light touch without being merely foolish, succeeds. Another item on the

credit side is the handling of children. In this film, they're not cloyingly cute,

but their winning mischievous selves.

The setting of the story is today. A'iewed from the eyes of Parks, the "hep"
Broadway agent who lives at Lindy's, the "21" Club and the Stork Club,

the pert dancing instructor he meets from New Haven has everything in her

favor. As he wines and dines her. Parks is captivated by her looks, charm
and refreshing personality. The one hook is that Elizabeth Taylor is the

normal American girl in her outlook. She wants to get married. That leads

to complications and a campaign which takes Parks up to Xew Haven and
to the dancing school run by Aliss Taylor and her mother. Before Parks
sees the error of his ways, there is a flurry of malicious gossip capped by
a phony announcement of an engagement. The 81 minutes which roll by
before the final clinch adds up to loads of fun.

Others in the cast include Josephine Hutchinson, Tom Tully, Ann Doran,
Elinor Donohue and Kathleen Freeman. William H. Wright produced.
Running time, 81 minutes. General audience classification. Release date

not set. Murray Horowitz

National

Pre-Selling
HOWARD DIETZ, vice-president

of Metro-Goldwj'n-AIayer, and
director of advertising-publicity, has

set an advertising tieup for Esther
Williams with Jergens Lotion which
will result in nationwide publicity for

"Skirts Ahoy," scheduled for release

in May. The special advertising in

which Aliss Williams will be featured

will appear in an impressive list of na-

tional magazines, starting in ilarch.
•

The February McCall's, now on
newsstands, gives credit to three

RKO Radio releases. The "Personal
Story of the Month," a five-page

picture layout about Peggy Dow,
credits Samuel Goldwyn's "I Want
You." A two-page makeup story
concerns Janet Leigh and credits

Howard Hughes' "Jet Pilot." A full-

page ad for Jergens Lotion has four
photos of Jane Russell, with credit
to "Double Dynamite."

•

Editors of 1,700 leading house or-

gans in the United States have re-

ceived unusual promotional material

for Parainount's "Greatest Show on

Earth." Each letter contains page
proofs of three different house organ
layouts that are available, and stamped
and addressed envelopes asking edi-

tors to indicate the kind of material

they would like to receive from Para-
mount on future attractions. The
Protestant Motion Picture Council has
selected the film as its "Picture of the

Month," and more than 350 Protestant
publications unll classify the film as
suitable for family audiences, with
their praise for the circus picture.

•

Charlton Heston, co-star of Para-
mount's "Greatest Show on Earth,"
will probably go down in history as

the first actor in show business to be
tapped for a return date at a depart-
ment store. Heston won this distinc-

tion as a result of a successful appear-
ance at the Big Top Fashion Luncheon
at AlcCreery's, charming 150 guests
so completely that the store wanted to

do it all over again last Thursday. Mc-
Creery's cooperative advertising for
the picture had an announcement of
the first luncheon, and all available
tickets were sold out 15 minutes after
the store's switchboard opened Mon-
day morning. McCreery's ads ap-
peared on Sunday and a week ago in
the Xew York Times and Tribune,
and were repeated in the New York
World Telegram and Sun.

Walter Brooks

Calls Business Good
Except in South
BosTox, Feb. 4. — Telling a press

conference here that business is good
throughout the country except for the
South, A. W. Schwalberg, president
of Paramount Pictures Distributing
Co., said that "people will always buy
good entertainment." He added, how-
ever, that "exhibitors should return
to old time showmanship" and their
business will be better.

He said that "film rentals are too
high at the present time" and that "we
are trying our best to reach a happy
medium with all exhibitors." He de-
clared that Paramount was trying to
cut out B features and that at the
present time it would not sell films
to televi.sion.

Wolf Installs New
Tent No, 7 Officers
Buffalo, Feb. 4. — At a dinner-

dance here at the Park Lane Marc J.

Wolf, chief barker of \'ariety Clubs
International, inducted the following

new officers and directors of Tent
Xo. 7 of this city

:

Dave Miller, chief barker ; Max
Yellen, first assistant ; Robert Hay-
man, 2nd assistant ; Arthur Krolick,

dough guy ; W. E. J. Martin, prop-

erty master, and director C. J. Basil,

Wally Gluck, Billy Keaton, Charles

Kosco, Albert Ryde and Vincent R.

McFaul. Miller announced the fol-

lowing chairmen of committees for

1952: Privilege, George Kakouros;
side show, Robert T. ]Murphy

;
heart,

Myron Gross
;
welfare, Harry Berk-

son
;
pay-off, Elmer F. Lux

;
bookers,

Jack Chinell; publicity, W. E. J.

Martin
;
glad hand, Richard T. Kem-

per
;

sports and pastimes, Lester

Weinberg and James Michaels, co-

chairmen; Law, Bob Boasberg.

Buffalo Tent Fete Feb. 23

Buffalo, Feb. 4.—The local Vari-

ety Club will hold its 10th annual

dinner-dance at the Ten Eyck Hotel

on Feb. 23. Xate Dickman, ^lono-

gram manager, and George Scheneck,

manager for Tri-State Automatic
Candy Corp., have been appointed

co-chairmen. Former chief barker

Leo Rosen, currently in New York
for Fabian Theatres, will be among
those attending.

Yates Aids Hospital
Fund with $20,000
Hollywood, Feb. 4.—A donation of

$20,000 to the St. Joseph Hospital
fund-raising drive from Herbert J.

Yates, president of Republic Pictures,

was disclosed here today.

The donation gave added impetus to

the "Salute to Mercy" benefit show to

be held at the Valley Garden Arena
tomorrow. Under the sponsorship of

Republic, Warner Brothers, Univer-
sal-International and Fox West Coast
Theatres, a line-up of top stars has
been assembled for tomorrow's event.

O'Gara Heads Rep,
Sales in Canada
James V. O'Gara yesterday was

named supervisor of Republic distribu-
tion in Canada through Empire Uni-
versal Films, Ltd. James R. Grainger,
Republic executive vice - president,
made the appointment prior to his de-
parture yesterday for Toronto in com-
pany with O'Gara.

O'Gara will continue, in his post as

New York, Philadelphia and Wash-
ington district manager.

TV Tribute
{Continued from page 1)

urged that the Council of Motion Pic-

ture Organizations and its constituents

should formally express their apprecia-

tion of what they regarded as "a splen-

did treatment of sound, constructive

value to the industrj'."

'Have Been Sensitive'

"We have been sensitive of criticism

and irritated by many incidents per-
taining to the industry on television,

and have been quick to complain,"
said one executive. "We should be
just as quick in this instance to

acknowledge and express our appre-
ciation for this well-done television
program of unquestionable value to
our industry."

That the program created a similar

impression elsewhere was demon-
strated bv the fact that the Theatre
Owners of America, Allied States, the
Council of Motion Picture Organiza-
tions and others received wires from
Earl J. Hudson, president of United
Detroit Theatres, urging them to ex-
press their appreciation for the treat-

ment accorded films and the industry-.

The Ken Murray documentary show
traced the history of the industry since

its earliest beginnings, using clips from
early films, both silent and sound, and
employing such industry- personalities

as Adolph Zukor, chairman of the

board of Paramount and a film pio-

neer
; Rub)' Keeler, Buster Keaton,

and Ramon Navarro. Columbia, 20th
Century-Fox, United Artists and
Walt Disney made footage available
for the program.

Balaban Sees
{Continued from page 1)

with the question of whether either

Paramount company or any of its sub-
sidiaries can own television stations

in the light of the parent company's
anti-trust history. The first phase of

the hearing, which closed last month,
dealt with whether Paramount Pic-
tures controls Allen B. DuMont Lab-
oratories. Inc. The current phase will

probably last about two months.

'Would Be Uneconomical'

In response to questioning by Para-
mount counsel Paul A. Porter, Bala-
ban declared "it would be uneconom-
ical for Paramount to dilute and give
away its substantial assets until such
time as the dollar return" from tele-

vision or any other medium will give
Paramount "reasonable compensation"
for its pictures.

He maintained the company had no
policy of suppressing or keeping films

from television, but pointed out that
the reissue value of a picture was
"substantial." He told FCC hearing
examiner Leo Resnick that "100 or
108 television stations can onlj- return
a limited amount of money and until

such time as the freeze is lifted and
there are more than 1,000 television
stations the major barrier remains.''

Question of Money

"The question of films for tele-

vision," he summed up, "is one of
money."
Asked if Paramount's interest in

the production and exploitation of pic-

tures would keep the company from
working toward the full development
of television, Balaban replied that he
did not think so. "On the contrary,"

he said, "I think it would help con-
siderably." He pointed out that Par-
amount is currently spending over a

million dollars a year for research and
development in the television field,

would spend more if necessary, and
that this was the best yardstick for

proving "our desire to further the

television art."

Questioned on UPT
Questioned about his company's

present relationship with UPT, Bala-
ban replied that the two were "just

as far apart as two poles." He said

there was no trace of the former re-

lationship and that the companies were
in the position of a "divorced couple
who didn't speak to each other." He
stated the Paramount Theatre in New
York had not played a Paramount
picture in six months because the two
companies couldn't agree on terms.

Attorneys present at the hearing to-

day were Duke Patrick, UPT ; Her-
bert Bergson, former assistant attor-

ney general in charge of the anti-

trust division and currently UPT's
special counsel on the anti-trust phase
of the merger ; William A. Roberts,
DuMont

; James A. McKenna, ABC

;

and Richard Salant, CBS.

Industry Observes Present

Industry observers present, some of

whom will be future witnesses, in-

cluded Paul Raibourn, Paramount
vice-president ; Austin C. Keogh,
Paramount general counsel; Edwin
\\'iesl, Paramount director ; Leonard
Goldenson, UPT president; Walter
Green, UPT vice-president and gen-
eral counsel ; Robert O'Brien, UPT
secretary

; John Balaban. Balaban and
Katz president ; Dave Wallerstein.
B. and K. vice-president ;. and Arthur
Goldberg, B. and K. general counsel.
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SMASHES ALL EXISTING RECORDS i

IN ENTIRE NORTHWEST TERRITORY I

Bfi^te-r ...^ In town after town, bucking

winter's worst weather.

''BEND OF THE RIVER'' is

smashing its waY to new

boxoffice records

topping even the

fabulous 1947 grosses

of "THE EGG AND I"

JAMES STEWART- ARTHUR KENNEDY

JULIA ADAMS ROCK HUDSON
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Allied Hits Rentals, Bids
(Continued from page 1)

Report Snaper Won't
Take Allied Reins
Washington, Feb. 4.—Wil-

bur Snaper, president of New
Jersey Allied, who has been
mentioned as a possibility for

the national Allied presidency

to succeed Trueman Rem-
busch, has revealed to friends

at the Allied board meeting
here that he is not seeking
the nomination and may have
to decline it if it is offered to

him.

Snaper reportedly stated
that his business affairs will

command so much of his time
in the next two years that he
could not do justice to the
duties of the Allied office.

Snaper's stand apparently
leaves the Allied election
"wide open" as no other
names were being mentioned
as prominently as his.

TESMA, TEDA
(Contimied from page 1)

show were started by Trueman T.
Rembusch, national Allied president,

in New York last October during the
1951 Allied convention, and were con-
cluded here by Kirsch and Hofif.

TESMA will be charged with the

responsibility for operating the trade
show, which will be held on two floors

of the hotel, with space to accommo-
date over 150 booths. It will be one
of the largest industry trade shows
ever held, Kirsch and Hoff agreed.

In conjunction with it will be held

simultaneously the annual conventions
of the three participating organiza-
tions.

Kirsch said the joint convention "is

a logical step in the progress of the

motion picture business." Hoff said

"special emphasis will be made to

attract the concession equipment man-
ufacturer and concession supply dis-

tributor to participate so that the joint

show will be well balanced in all

phases of the theatre wants and
needs."

Fly to fun and relaxation on a

in the Sun Country
You're only hours away, by TWA, from
Phoenix, Las Vegas, Southern California.

Big savings with TWA's Family Half-

Fare Plan and Sky Tourist flights. See
your travel agent or call TWA.

rt>Af/S WORLD AIRIINIS

U.S.A. • EUROPE • AfRICA ' ASIA

a widespread feeling that frequencies

belong to the public and should not

be given to any group which will

charge admission ; "the onus of past

violations of the anti-trust laws"

;

and the opposition of the American
Telephone and Telegraph Co., seeking

to protect its common carrier rights.

Myers' warning came in his annual

report, prepared for delivery to the

Allied mid-winter board meeting

which gets under way at the Statler

Hotel here tomorrow. The board
meeting vv^ill continue Wednesday. To-
day Allied's Caravan, national film

and arbitration committees held pre-

board sessions, with no announcement
on the results of these meetings.

The board meeting tomorrow
is expected to lead off with dis-

cussion of a proposed arbitra-

tion plan. On this subject, the
annual report suggested that
Allied try to find out from the
film companies whether they
are "seriously interested in a
broad-scale plan, including ar-

bitration of questions in which
the exhibitors are vitally in-

terested." He said negotiations
looking toward the establish-
ment of an arbitration system
could be long and expensive,
and "the expenditure of time
and money would be warranted
only if there were a clear pros-
pect of accomplishing some-
thing for the exhibitors."

Other highlights of Myers' annual
report were these

:

A plea for a research program to

find the public's criticisms of motion
pictures and its ideas for improve-
ment

;

A bitter attack on the film rental

policies of the distributors, with a

suggestion for an all-out Allied cam-
paign against these policies

;

A demand that the Justice Depart-
ment seek a ruling from the New
York statutory court as to whether
the "theatre by theatre" clause in

the various Paramount case decrees

"requires or even countenances com-
petitive bidding"

;

An atack on the plan of Theatre
Owners of America to launch its own
campaign for repeal of the Federal ad-

mission tax, rather than working
through the Council of Motion Pic-

ture Organizations.

Myers led off his report by wonder-
ing whether Allied last year did not

devote too much time to COMPO
undertakings and not enough to mat-
ters of immediate concern to the inde-

pendent exhibitor. "Bluntly stated,"

he said, "the question is : did the film

companies take advantage of the pre-

occupation of the exhibitors and their

leaders with COMPO and its projects

to jack up film prices, spread compe-
titive bidding, control admission price's

and impose other objectionable prac-

tices which otherwise could have en-

countered violent opposition in exhib-

itor ranks?"

Myers suggested a new plan-

ning committee, to suggest a
l;alanced program for the com-
ing year between all-industry
undertakings and those de-
signed to help mainly the in-

dependent exhibitor.

Notably more pessimistic in tone
than reports of recent years, the report
said the industry "still is in the wilder-
ness." I)esi)ite "Movietime, U..S.A.,"

which Myers hailed as "brilliant in

concept, ably handled and productive

of good results," little or no progress

was made in 1951 in ascertaining and
analyzing the causes for the decline

in theatre attendance, the report

charged. It said such a program was
discussed at COMPO meetings, but
never materialized.

"If future promotional activities are

to be successful, they must be fash-

ioned to meet public criticism," Myers
said. "Public dissatisfaction with the

movies must be first ascertained." He
cited a widespread feeling that more
novelty is needed in film entertainment

—bold thinking and courageous ex-

perimentation, new stars and new sub-

ject matter.

Myers said present distribu-

tor selling policies have robbed
the exhibitors of the incentive
to merchandise their films, and
so have increased "public apathy
in regard to the movies." He
declared that "no program for
pulling the business out of its

present slump can be complete
or wholly effective that does
not include a modification of
selling policies to encourage
and enable exhibitors to expend
the time, effort and money
necessary to carry on the fight
for patronage."

The report also criticized industry

leaders for not having given more
assurances that Communist infiltration

of the studios is eliminated and for

not attacking new instances of "moral
depravity" in Hollywood. "Every
definition of sound public relations,"

Myers stated, "is contrary to the notion

now prevailing in the industry that the

public can be made to understand and
accept the industry's point of view on
every controverted issue. Sound pub-
lic relations consists in ascertaining

the public's point of view and conform-
ing to it as far as practicable."

Turning to the Paramount case,

Myers said "we are now entering up-

on the final—and to the independent

exhibitors—perhaps the most impor-

tant phase, the period of interpretation

and enforcement."

Myers said he hoped the anti-

trust division would be "de-

termined to see to it that the

decrees live up to their early

promise." Unless the distribu-

tors agree to end compulsory
competitive bidding, the De-
partment of Justice should ask
a court ruling on the matter
he argued. If distributors insist

that bidding is the only way in

which they can legally offer

their films in competitive situ-

ations, "then the organized ex-
hibitors must insist upon a
judic'al determination of the
issue," he declared. Failing that,

he continued, "there will have
to be legislative action."

Because of the FCC's serious con-
cern with the anti-trust issue, Myers
said in discussing theatre television,

"Allied regrets that the Motion Pic-
ture Association of America has seen
fit, or has been permitted, to take a
prominent part in a proceeding which
should have been left to the exhib-
itors." He declared that the "film
companies and certainly their trade
association, should now abstain from
interfering in exhibitor affairs.

"

Allied Units Want
Ticket Tax Fight

Washington, Feb. 4.—Thea-
tre Owners of America will

have some support — how
much still is uncertain—from
several Allied States regional
representatives attending the
national Allied board meeting
here, for its proposal to wage
a campaign for reduction of
the Federal amusement tax.

Some of the Allied dele-
gates are here with instruc-
tions from their local organ-
izations to request the Allied
board to help form a solid
exhibitor front for repeal or
reduction of the 20 per cent
Federal tax. Among them is

Charles Niles of the AITO of
Iowa-Nebraska. TOA called
for similar action at its na-
tional board meeting in Los
Angeles last week.

Doubt Arbitration
(Continued from page 1)

cial comments, appears to be content
to await receipt of specfic arbitration
plan proposals from exhibitors.

'Won't Be Rush'

If film rentals are to be arbitrated
under a plan approved by the industry
as a whole "there won't be the rush
to arbitrate them that a lot of people
think," one distribution executive held.

To support this contention, he cited
the reluctance of exhibitors in general
to show their books to distributors
under any circumstances at present.

It was observed also that there
would be little use in arbitrating ren-
tals where "hardship" theatre cases
are involved since many distributors
already make a practice of negotiating
adjustments in rentals where they
seem necessary.

Variety to Honor
{Continued from page 1)

chairman. Serving on the committee
is Edward Fabian, Martin Kornbluth,
Walter Reade, Jr., Herman Schleier,
Morton Sunshine and Max Wolf.

Officers also being inducted are Ira
Meinhardt, first assistant chief barker,
George Skouras, second assistant

;

Edward Lachman, property master;
Saul Trauner, dough guy.' Schwartz
becomes international canvassman.
A record attendance is anticipated

with many guest barkers from all
over the country on hand since the
luncheon coincides with the Council
of Motion Picture Organizations
board meetings.

MITCHELL MAY, Jr.

CO., INC.

INSURANCE
•

Specializing

in requirements of the

Motion Picture Industry

75 Maiden Lane, New York
3720 W. 6th St., Los Angeles
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High Court Upholds Hughes
{Continued from page 1)

Reade Dies
{Continued from page 1)

N.Y. Grosses
{Continued from page 1)

two years. "The Greatest Show on
Earth" is still packing Radio City

Music Hall, where $140,000 is seen for

the fourth inning. At the Capitol, a

nice $45,000 is forecast for the open-

ing week of "Lone Star." The Capi-

tol's next attraction will be "African

Queen," a date for which has yet to

be set.

"The Las Vegas Story" at the Par-
amount opened to a fairly nice $60,000,

with Jack Carter as one of the current

stage show headliners. At the Globe,

"When Worlds Collide" will bow in

tomorrow, replacing "Submarine
Command," which is expected to hit

a satisfactory $11,500 for its last five

days.

'Vadis' Holding Up

Among the hold-overs, "Quo Vadis"
at the Astor is standing up well, with

a robust $32,000 seen for the 13th

week. At the Victoria, "Death of A
Salesman" is estimated to do a strong

$19,000 for its seventh inning. "I

Want You," at the Criterion, also in

its seventh week, is expected to hit

a good $12,500. "On Dangerous
Grounds," which was supposed to

open at the Criterion Saturday, will

bow Feb. 12 instead.

"Viva Zapata" will have its pre-

miere Thursday at the Rivoli, replac-

ing "Decision Before Dawn," now in

its sixth week. The final inning for

"Decision" is expected to be a moder-
ate $7,000. A nice $19,000 is seen for

the first seven days of "Invitation"

at Loew's State.

At the Warner, "Room for One
More" bows out today with a fair

$19,000 for its third week. The new
attraction is "The Big Trees."

Holding up strong is "The Laven-
der Hill Mob" at the Fine Arts The-
atre with another $8,200 forecast for

the 14th week. "Tales of Hoffman"
at the Sutton is expected to do a nice

$7,500 for its fifth inning.

In the excellent gross category
among of¥-Broadway houses is "Cry,
the Beloved Country" at the Bijou
where $13,500 is forecast for the sec-

ond week. "The River" at the Paris
is also doing nicely with $10,500 seen

for the 22nd week. At the Normandie,
a fine $7,000 is estimated for the ninth

inning of "Pandora and the Flying
Dutchman."
The second week of "Mister

Drake's Duck" at the Embassy Guild
Theatre registered a tepid $3,300;
bowing in today is "Obsessed." Only
an average $6,500 is seen for the first

week of "St. Matthew Passion" at the

Park Avenue Theatre.

Set 49 Openings for
'Quo Vadis' in Feb.

Forty-nine openings of M-G-M's
"Quo Vadis" have been set this month,
bringing the total number of bookings
to 80 since the film had its world pre-

miere on Broadway here at the Astor
and Capitol last November.

Currently set for March are six

premieres.

FILMACK

SPECIAL

TRAILERS

moimt case in the Justice Department.
The ruling reversed the N. Y. court

order which gave Hughes until Feb.

20, 1953 to sell his theatre stock. If

Hughes had not sold it by that time,

the lower court held, the trustee would
have two more years in which to sell

it for him.
The case before the high court

stemmed from a provision in the RKO
consent decree which said Hughes
must either sell his stock in one of the

two new companies resulting from the

RKO divorcement or deposit it with
a court-appointed trustee. Hughes
chose to trust his theatre stock, about
24 per cent of the outstanding stock

in the company.

Order Set Time Limit

In March, 1951, the Justice Depart-
ment won an order from the New
York court setting a time limit for

Hughes to sell the trusteed theatre

stock. Justice and the court argued
that Hughes continued to get dividends

on the trusteed stock and thus had an
inducement to have his picture com-
pany favor RKO Theatres, defeating

the purpose of the divorcement plan.

They said a provision in the decree
allowing the court to fix "other terms
and conditions" for the voting trust

permitted the judges to set the dead-
line for the sale of the stock.

In delivering the Supreme Court's

opinion today. Justice Black rejected

the government's argument that the

decree required Hughes to sell his

stock within a reasonable time. He
said the language in the decree made it

plain that Hughes could either sell it

or trust it, and that if Hughes took
the latter alternative, he alone had the
right to decide if and when to sell the
stock. "Hughes would have no choice

if the first alternative was to sell the
stock and the second alternative was
also to sell the stock," he said. Citing
the decree language that the trust

would remain in force "until Hughes
shall have sold" the stock, Black said

"this would ordinarily mean that

Hughes, not the court, could decide
whether his stock should be sold." He
said the "other terms and conditions"

language could not "support an infer-

ence that the court was empowered
to deprive Hughes of either of his ex-
pressly granted alternatives."

Says Might Be True

Turning to the government's argu-
ment that continuance of the trust

would defeat the purpose of divorce-
ment, Black said this might be true,

but that it did not give the court
power to change the express language
of the decree without Hughes' con-
sent or without new hearings and find-

ings.

"Evidence might show that a
sale by Hughes is indispensable
if competition is to be pre-
served," Black stated. "How-
ever, in section V, the parties
and the District Court provided
their own detailed plan to neu-
tralize the evils from such own-
ership. Whatever justification

there may be now or hereafter
for new terms that require a
sale of Hughes stock, we think
there is no fair support for
reading that requirement into
the language of section V. The
court's command to sell the
stock effected a substantial
modification of the original

decree."

Black made it clear the Justices

have "no doubt concerning the Dis-
trict Court's power to require the sale

of Hughes' stock after a proper hear-
ing." He said the principles in the

Supreme Court's Paramount case

opinion on divorcement of one com-
pany by another would apply equally

well to divorcement of stock held by
an individual. "But there has been no
adequate hearing of this issue as to

Hughes," he declared. "Neither when
the present order was considered, nor
when the original decree was entered
were there any findings of fact made
to support an order of compulsory
sale of Hughes' stock. As previously
pointed out, the consent of Hughes did

not include consent to make him sell.

At every stage Hughes objected to

the order forcing sale of his stock
without a hearing that included evi-

dence and a judicial determination
based on it.

"In these circumstances we hold it

was error to enter an order forcing

Hughes to sell his stock."

^Miracle' Action
(Continued from page 1)

and that in any event New York
State's film censorship violated the

Constitution.

This is the first film censorship
case taken by the high court in recent
years. Industry circle had hoped to
make the censorship test on a clear-

cut issue like the "Pinky" case of
Texas, where an exhibitor showed a
banned film and was punished, rather
than on a case like "The Miracle"
where the censorship was contested by
a distributor denied a license.

It is believed that "The Miracle"
case could be decided by the high
court without reference to the basic
constitutionality issue, but it is still

significant that the Justices took "The
Miracle" case after having turned
down several others. The Justices did
not indicate why they had decided
to hear the appeal, merely noting their

intention of reviewing the lower court
decision, which upheld the Regents'
ban on the film.

"The Miracle" case probably will
not be argued for many weeks, and
will probably not be decided before
late Alay or June.

row at 10 a. m. at Universal Chapel,

52nd Street and Lexington Ave. He
will be buried at Mount Hope Ceme-
tery. The company's New York and
Asbury Park offices will be closed for

the day.

Reade is survived by his wife, the

former Gertrude Blumberg ; a son,

Walter Reade, Jr., of New York City

and Red Bank, N. J. ; a daughter,

Suzanne Gage of New York City and
Deal, N. J., and four grandchildren.

Reade, whose circuit today numbers
more than 40 theatres in New York
City, New York and New Jersey, cel-

ebrated his 50th anniversary in the

motion picture industry last October,
was one of the first motion picture

exhibitors in New York City, starting

at the age of 16 as a representative

of his uncle, Oscar Hammerstein, at

the old Victoria Theatre in New York
City.

He was associated in the operation

of many leading New York City the-

atres, including the Astor, Bijou, Mo-
rosco, and the Mayfair, and built the

Park Avenue Theatre which is still

part of the circuit. He also pioneered
the community-type theatre which was
of Colonial design and resembling a
library or public building more than
a theatre.

His circuit includes drive-ins in At-
lantic City, Trenton, liatontown,

Woodbridge and Toms River in New
Jersey and Kingston in New York.
In addition to his two New York City
houses, his circuit operates conven-
tional theatres in Asbury Park, Long
Branch, Red Bank, Freehold, Perth
Amboy, Morristown and Plainfield

and Toms River in New Jersey, and
Kingston, Hudson and Saratoga
Springs in New York.
Reade was born in Selma, Alabama

on April 28, 1883.

Litvak's 'Flaminia' to UA
Anatole Litvak's first independent

production, "The Girl on the Via
Flaminia" will be released through
United Artists, it was announced by
Arthur B. Krim, president of UA.

Litvak, who will produce and direct

the Alfred Hayes novel in association

with Benagoss Productions, has sche-

duled filming for early fall with re-

lease to follow on United Artists'

1952-53 program. Georges Maurer
will be associate producer. It will be

filmed in Italy and France.

Film Studios or Recording Studios

or both

WANT TO BUY
Interested in purchasing film studios or record-

ing studio which has operating loss carryover

of from $50,000 to $300,000. Should have at

least 6,000 feet of available space. Must be in

New York City.

BOX 501, MOTION PICTURE DAILY
1270 Sixth Avenue, New York 20, N. Y.
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US Production

In U.K. May

Key New Pact

Say 'Inducements' May
Be Offered; No 'Decree'

By PETER BURNUP
London, Feb. 5.—Whitehall offi-

cials are thinking at the moment of

ways and means virtually of en-
' forcing- American production here

i as a quid pro quo in any deal they

I make with representatives of the

American motion picture industry for

the conversion of sterling during the

'l

second year of the current monetary

I,

agreement.

' It is not suggested that the
' "enforcement" be statutory but

I
that much stronger "induce-

i ments" to American production
V hert be devised. The present
^ (Continued on page 8)

^Rank's Davis Starts

NRound-World Trip

':' London, Feb. 5.—John Davis, man-
f^aging director of the J. Arthur Rank
t, Organization, will leave here by plane

ttomorrow on a month's business trip

!)to Australia and the Far East. He
f|will return here by way of New York,
stopping there to catch up on any late

developments which may occur in con-

'jtiection with the proposed consolida-

tion of Universal Pictures with Decca
l>Records.

His trip into world territories ad-

nmistered by Rank's export chief,

(Continued on page 8)

Arnall Reportedly
Rejects Gov't Post
Washington, Feb. 5. — Ellis

Arnall, president of the So-
ciety of Independent Motion
Picture Producers, has re-

portedly turned down a presi-

dential offer of the Govern-
ment's Price Stabilization

post.

The job was understood to

have been offered to Arnall
by President Truman last

week, and he returned to At-
lanta to consider the offer.

Stabih'zation officials said the
Georgian has now notified the
White House he did not want
the job.

1,412 UKExhibitors

Failed to Meet '51

Film Quota of 30%

London, Feb. 5.—Film quota relief

was granted to 1,412 exhibitors dur-

ing the year ended Sept. 30, 1951, a
Board of Trade analysis of the Work-
ing Quota Act reveals.

The relief granted to the exhibitors

ranged from 25 per cent to 10 per

cent, against the statutory quota of 30
per cent. Taking such relief into con-

sideration, the operative quota for the

country as a whole becomes 25.6 per

cent. The average proportion for the

countrywide exhibition of British films

reached 28 per cent.

Of 4,585 exhibitors making returns,

only 771 defaulted on the first feature

quota, compared with 2,335 in the
previous year when the statutory quota
was 40 per cent. Trade observers
say this clearly indicates the imprac-
ticability of the previous quota.

On the other hand, 2,340 exhibitors

(Continued on page 8)

BuchmanGetsHouse
Contempt Citation

Washington, Feb. S.—By a unani-
mous 314-to-l vote, the House today
agreed to cite producer Sidney Buch-
man for contempt of Congress for re-

fusing to answer a subpoena to testify

before the House Un-American Ac-
tivities Committee.

It is now up to the U. S. District

Attorney to start court proceedings.
Buchman faces a prison sentence of
one year and a fine of $1,000 if con-
victed.

Rep. Walter (D., Pa.) pointed out

that Buchman had admitted to the

Committee in Hollywood that he had
been a Communist, but said the legis-

lators wanted him recalled to answer
questions about the financial backing
of the party in Hollywood.

Earlier, William Pomerance, former
(Continued on page 10)

Golden, Golob Head

WB Promotion Here

Gil Golden, advertising manager,
and Larry Golob, Eastern publicity

director, will continue to head the

Warner home office advertising and
publicity departments, Mort Blumen-
stock, advertising - publicity vice-

president, announced yesterday.

Both will continue under Blumen-
stock's supervision from the com-
pany's Burbank studios when he ar-

rives at his new headquarters there

around Feb. 15. Blumenstock expects

to make frequent trips to New York.

ALLIED APPROVES
ARBITRATION PLAN

Pinanski Cited for
'Brotherhood' Effort

Boston, Feb. 5. — For his

"efforts in promoting good-
will between peoples regard-
less of their race, creed or
nationality," and for his char-
itable work in general, Sam-
uel Pinanski, president of
American Theatres Corp. of
Boston, last night was pre-
sented with a special citation
by the Sentry Lodge of B'nai
B'rith. Held up until the
close of the meeting at Tem-
ple Keluleth Israel in Brook-
line, the citation took Pinan-
ski completely by surprise.
As reported a week ago, Al

Schwalberg, president of Par-
amount Film Distributing
Corp., was also awarded a
Sentry citation, for "service
to America, to B'nai B'rith
and to the Jewish commun-
ity."

Didn't Handle Trade

Practices: Balaban

Washington, Feb. 5.—Paramount
Pictures' president Barney Balaban
said today that he had not concerned
himself with any of his company's
trade practices until they were de-
clared illegal by the Supreme Court.
After the court decision, he declared,
"I made my study and issued instruc-
tions to conform to the decree."
He made these statements in re-

sponse to questioning from Federal
Communications Commission attorney
Frederick Ford in the second phase
of the Commission's catch-all hearing.
The first phase, a short one, dealt with

(Continued on page 4)

24Vice-chairmenfor

Drive for NCCJ
Entertainment industry leaders will

serve as vice-chairmen of the 1952
fund-raising drive of the National
Conference of Christians and Jews,
George P. Skouras, who is chairman
of tlie amusements division, announced
here.

Eric Johnston is chairman of

"World Brotherhood Week," Feb. 17-

24, which will highlight the drive. J.

(Continued on page 10)

Includes Film Rentals
Possible Cash Damages;
Headed to Distributors

Washington, Feb. 5. — Allied

States Association's board of di-

rectors today approved for submis-
sion to the distributors a fairly

detailed proposed arbitration plan, sug-
gesting arbitration of rentals, compe-
titive bidding, other trade practice;

and possibly even monetary damage.'.

Making only two small
changes, Allied's arbitration
committee and the board
stamped an okay on a 16-page
memo drafted by general coun-
sel Abram F. Myers. To be
presented to the distributors
"promptly," the Allied plan is

both the most detailed and
most comprehensive of any ar-
bitration proposal recently made
in the industry.

Approval of the arbitration plan wa.s
the main action at the opening ses-
sion of Allied's mid-winter board
meeting at the Statler Hotel here.
The session will conclude tomorrow
with taxes, film rentals and election
of officers Ingh on the agenda.
Myers safd it would be up to the

distributors to call an all-industry con-
ference on arbitration, or invite other
groups to discuss the Allied plan. Al-
lied's arbitration committee has full

power to carry on further negotiations,
the board stipulated.

Highlights of the Allied draft are:

The plan is only the first

draft of what Allied wants ar-
bitrated and the mechanics of
the proposed arbitration system
—further details must wait on
a show of interest from the

(Continued on page 5)

ATO of Oklahoma Is
Admitted to Allied

Washington, Feb. 5.—Allied
Theatre Owners of Oklahoma
was today admitted to mem-
bership in Allied States Asso-
ciation by the Allied board
meeting. Not counting East-
ern Pennsylvania Allied,
which is still suspended, the
Oklahoma unit becomes na-
tional Allied's 20th member.
The status of the Eastern
Pennsylvania unit might be
reexamined at the concluding
board meeting tomorrow.
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Review
Viva Zapata

{20th Cenutry-Fox)

THE idealism and intrigue, courage, treachery and savagery that may
have, and probably did, comprise the Mexican insurrections beginning

about 1909, have been marshalled for exceptional dramatic effects in this

John Steinbeck story, produced by Darryl Zanuck, directed by Elia Kazan
and starring Marlon Brando as Zapata. Exhibitors know that a collaboration

of these artisans is bound to result in a distinctive production. It is authen-
tically staged, finely directed and acted convincingly. It has plenty of action,

a fair measure of romance involving Brando and Jean Peters, and a proper
leavening of lighter moments. Its exploitation possibilities are numerous and,

properly utilized, should assure top business in most situations.

Brando, as the illiterate Mexican Indian, Zapata, who became a national

hero, leads an uprising of farmers when President Diaz fails to give them
satisfaction for confiscated lands. Zapata is joined by Francisco Madero,
played by Harold Gordon, and their campaign against Porfirio Diaz succeeds.

Made a general by Gordon, Brando wins and marries Miss Peters, whose
father had prohibited the marriage while Brando was an outlaw.

Their peaceful interlude is short-lived as the military, led by General
Huerta (Frank Silvera), conspire against Madero and eventually lure him
to execution. Joining the forces of Pancho Villa (Alan Reed), Zapata's band
again wages a successful campaign, at the conclusion of which, with Villa's

urging, Zapata becomes president of Mexico. While visiting his native village

to right new injustices, the military in Mexico City again seize the initiative

and plot Zapata's death. He is lured to his destruction by a ruse and his

bullet-riddled body is dumped in the plaza of his village. Before his death,

Zapata has told his wife that the people no longer need him—they are strong
and strong people do not need a leader.

The cast is uniformly good, with Anthony Quinn, as Zapata's brother

;

Joseph Wiseman, as a political zealot, in addition to those already mentioned,
contributing performances of substance. The killing is on a wholesale scale
and, in some instances, is dwelled upon by the camera with an intimacy and
deliberation that may prove rather strong for the sensitive. All technical
work connected with the production is excellent.

Running time, 113 minutes. General audience classification. For March
release. Sherwin Kane

Newsreel

Parade

2

Personal
Mention
DAVID H. COPLAN, managing

director of International Film
Distributors, Ltd.. has arrived in New
York from London on a six weeks
trip which will include a visit to Hol-
lywood.

•

George Bilson, RKO short sub-

jects producer, is in New York for

conferences with Harry Michalson,
RKO Pathe president, and Sid Kra-
mer. RKO Radio shorts subjects sales

manager.
•

Alfred Corwin of the Motion Pic-

ture Association of America's New
York press relations staff, was in

Hartford yesterday.
•

Richard A. Harper, M-G-M cir-

cuit sales representative, will leave

here tomorrow for Albany and on

Friday will be in Gloversville.
•

Charles M. Amory, sales vice-

president of Souvaine Selective Pic-

tures, Inc., is in London from New
York.

•

B. H. Rosenwald, Boston M-G-M
manager, has returned there following

a visit to the home office.

•

F. J. A. McCarthy, Universal's

Southern and Canadian sales manager,
left here yesterday for New Orleans.

•

Alfred Crown, Samuel Goldwyn
sales vice-president, has left here for

Mexico and South America.
•

Walter Reade, Jr., has returned to

New York from the Coast for his

father's funeral.
•

Phil Williams. March of Time
tlieatrical sales manager, returned

here from the Coast yesterday.

Yates Leaves Friday
On Trip to Europe
Herbert J. Yates, Republic Pictures

president, and William Saal, his as-

sistant, are scheduled to leave here
Friday for Europe to visit both Eng-
land and the Continent.

In England, they will join Richard
Altschuler, head of Republic Pictures
International, at a premiere on Feb.
25 of Republic's "Thunder Across the
Pacific," in Manchester. High rank-
ing officers of the American and Brit-

ish Air Forces and civic dignitaries

will be premiere guests.

Rosenfield Will Head
IFE Public Relations
Jonas Rosenfield, Jr., has been ap-

pointed director of public relations for

the Italian Film Export, Italian

agency formed to promote the distribu-

tion of films of that country in the
American market.

Rosenfield previously was an execu-
tive in the home office ad-nublicity

department of 20th Century-Fox, and
assisted in the planning of the "Movie-
time in Texas" campaign.

I

O'Donnell, Mayer in

Star Tour Huddles

Preparations for the forthcoming

"Movietime U. S. A." personality

tours were advanced yesterday in dis-

cussions here between Robert J. O'-

Donnell, national director of the

"Movietime" campaign, and Arthur L.

Mayer, executive vice-president of the

Council of Motion Picture Organiza-

tions, which will sponsor the tours.

O'Donnell indicated that the tours

will be patterned after those conducted

last year except they will be spread

over several months rather than all

be made at once throughout the coun-

try within a short period. The Mo-
tion Picture Association of America
member companies have pledged $150,-

000 to finance the tours.

Mayer and O'Donnell today will re-

sume their talks on the subiect. On
Friday O'Donnell, head of Interstate

Circuit of Texas, will leave here for

a Mediterranean tour, "the first vaca-

tion I'll have had in 25 years " O'-

Donnell arrived in N. Y. Monday.

Services Here Today
For Walter Reade
New York City and Asbury Park

offices of Walter Reade Theatres will

be closed all dav today and all 40

theatres in the circuit will be closed

during the afternoon, in memory of

Walter Reade, pioneer exhibitor, who
died here Monday after a long illness.

Funeral services will be held at 10

this morning at the Universal Chapel.

Interment will be private.

1952-53 Paramount
Shorts Total 64

A total of 64 shorts—40 with color
in Technicolor—will be released by
Paramount during the 1952-53 season,
Oscar A. Morgan, short subjects sales
manager, disclosed here yesterday in
New York.
The schedule includes eight Popeye

cartoons, four Popeye Champions, six
Noveltoon cartoons, four Herman and
Katnip cartoons, six musical Kar-
tunes, six Casper cartoons and six
two-reel musicals, all in Technicolor.
There will also be six Pacemakers,
12 Grantland Rice Sportlights and six
Toppers.

Schine Disposes of
Another Theatre
Buffalo, Feb. 5.—Federal Judge

Harold P. Burke has approved the
sale of the Lake Theatre in Canan-
daigua by Schine Chain Theaters to
James J. Mirras of Canandaigua.
Schine, under Federal Court order to
sell some of its holdings, told the
court it has contracted to turn over
the theatre for $40,000. Mirras, an
ice cream and candy manufacturer in
the town, is to take ownership on
Feb. 16 and plans to continue oper-
ating the place as a theatre.
Last month, the Department of Jus-

tice agreed to a new plan for divesti-

ture under the Schine decree which
will give the circuit an additional year
to dispose of the remaining 25 tlieatres

which Justice requires them to relin-

quish.

GEN. EISENHOWER and Nnu-
bold Morris are among those in

the nezvs in current news reels. Other
items include the crucial international
situation, sports and fashions. Com-
plete contents jolloiv:

MOVIETONE NEWS. No. 12—Eisen-
hower inspects NATO' forces. Former Jap-
anese naval commander visits Iwo Jima.
Fashions. Counterpoint loses big race.
Walking- backwards. Ski thriller in snow
storm. Olympic skaters.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 246—Trouble
in Tndo-China and Tunisia. Eisenhower says
Allies will stand firm. Billy Graham. Iwo
Jima pilsrimapre. Princess and Prince on
new tour. Ii-e stars head for Olympics.
Racinff in reverse. World's richest race.

PARAMOUNT NEWSi, No. 49—Newbold
Morris. Stanton Griff is. Billy Graham. Brit-
ish royalty on tour. Battle in Indo-China.
Basketball, Upset in richest horse race.
Figureskater Dick Button tunes up. Back-
ward walker.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. BA-Troops
for Korea in Japan. Refugee success story.
Billy G'raham. Iwo Jima. Olympic skating.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 532-Tunisia.
Newbold Morris appointment. Jewel thieves.
Korean "West Point". Rome fashions.
Backward walker. Sport flashes. Olympic
skatei". Maturity race.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 51 —
Royal couple begins tour. Eisenhower re-
views army. India independence. South
Korean "West Point". Billy Graham. Eddie
Cantor honored on 60th birthday. Iwo Jima.
Olympic skaters. World's richest race.'

To Follow Garland
With Variety Show
The program to follow Judy Gar-

land at the RKO Palace here is vir-
tually completed. Replacing the cur-
rent show, which will now wind up
on Feb. 24, will be a number of head-
liners and top vaudeville acts, rather
than a show built around one per-
sonality. The top names and acts will

be announced later, management stated.
Meanwhile, the RKO Palace an-

nounced that Miss Garland will re-
main an extra week. For the final

and 20th week, the Palace has sched-
uled 11 performances—five matinees
and six evening shows.

Nine Key Theatre
'Zapata' Openings
The 20th Century-Fox-Darryl F.

Zanuck production of John Steinbeck's
"Viva Zapata!" will have nine key
theatre openings this month. In each
case, intensive advertising, publicity
and exploitation precede the premiere.

Theatres and dates are : Miami,
Carib and Miracle theatres, Miami,
Feb. 14; RKO Grand, Chicago, Feb.
20; Metropolitan, Boston, Feb. 21;
Paramount, Rochester, Feb. 22 ; Im-
perial, Toronto, Feb. 22 ;

Palace,
Washington, Feb. 27. The fiilm will

have its world premiere tomorrow at

the Rivoli in New York.

Services for Lee Goldberg
Cincinnati, Feb. 5.—Services were

held here Sunday for Lee Goldberg,
65. holder of the local Realart fran-
chise, who died suddenly at his home
of a heart attack. Goldberg, formerly
operated 30 theatres in Kentucky. He
is survived by the widow, a son and
daughter.
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THE ONLY THING
I HAVEN'T GOT
IS A MOOSE HEAD! A/

**Want to borrow a couple of trophies, loving cups, medals?"

^Tve got a million of 'em!"

^'Awards for top pictures, top stars, top producers—pardon me for pointing

but the year-end surveys are, as usual, very M-G-M!"

**rm not resting on my film -can, either."

Wanna make a bet about next year's high-spots?" ^

'^These M-G-M pictures, every one of them,will be box-office toppers! Naturally

QUO VADIS ! And these: BELLE OF NEW YORK', ^SINGIN' IN THE
RAIN', SKIRTS AHOY!', LOVELY TO LOOK AT', SCARAMOUCHE',
^IVANHOE', THE MERRY WIDOW', BECAUSE YOU'RE MINE' (all the

foregoing Technicolor); 'THE WILD NORTH' (new Ansco color); and

XARBINE WILLIAMS'."

"Here's a bit of advice about your Easter booking."

"I've been singing the praises of 'SINGIN' IN THE RAIN', but you should

have heard that Preview audience in California last week. They tore down the

house. This is the best musical the public ever saw, bar none. Perfect for the

holidays! Let me say Happy Easter right now."

(Signed) ^^ACT ^
P. S. Keep M-G-Minded. It's good for you!
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Balaban^ Trade Practices
{Continued from page 1)

Full-scale N. T.

Meet on Divorce

Los Angeles, Feb. 5. — Na-
tional Theatres division pres-

idents, meeting here with

company president Charles

Skouras have worked out a

complete agenda for a four-

day meeting on March 24-27,

to be attended by all NT exe-

cutives, department heads,

film buyers, district man-
agers, and merchandisers, at

NT headquarters. The effects

of divorcement on the cir-

cuit's operational policies,

and details of the annual bus-
iness - building drive begin-
ning in April and running
through July will be the prin-

cipal matters on the agenda.

Waugh, Voepel Up
For '702' Presidency
George Waugh, secretary-treasurer

of lATSE Laboratory Technicians
Local No. 702 here, has been nomi-
nated administration candidate for the

presidency of the local. He will be
opposed in the balloting on Feb. 16

by Charles Voepel, candidate of an
independent faction.

The presidency was vacated on Feb.
1 by John Francavilla who on that

day became international representa-

tive of the lATSE's new redio-tele-

vision division, a post created by "lA"
international president Richard F.

Walsh.

tlie question of Paramount's control of

Allen B. DuMont Laboratories, Inc.

The current phase, which opened yes-

terday, is expected to last from six to

eight weeks.
Balaban also told FCC hearing ex-

aminer Leo Resnick that he believes

pay-as-you-go television is the answer
to the high cost of sponsored television

programs.

Asked by Ford, "In regard to

all trade practices which the
Supreme Court considered dis-

criminating, you were not con-

cerned, but the sales depart-
ment was?" Balaban replied

affirmatively. When the court
declared them illegal, he said,

the company's legal staff held
seminars with Paramount sales-

men all over the country and
"did their best to acquaint
them" with the court's inter-

pretation.

Qu'estioned at length and in great
detail by Ford on his knowledge of

Paramount's trade practices up to the

time of the Supreme Court decision,

Balaban declared that

:

He knew of no situation where his

company had refused product to any-
one

;

Paramount was not in a position to

give product to everybody who asked
for it and that based on a general ap-
praisal of each picture which was
given to the sales department, the de-

partment got "the maximum rental

out of the product
;"

He would have no way of knowing
if anyone in the sales department with-
held films from affiliated theatres

;

He had not approved of any pool-

ing arrangements made with Para-
mount's affiliated theatres or any of

the major's theatres. "I knew that

there were some pooling arrange-
ments," he declared, "but I did not

know the exact number until they
were declared illegal and Leonard
Goldenson gave me a list

;"

Worked out Formula Deals

He and Paul Raibourn, company
vice-president, had worked out for-

mula deals "as some means of avoid-

ing the cut-throat attitude which ex-

isted between the salesman and the

buyer." He said he had never re-

ceived any complaints from independ-
ent theatre owners as a result of for-

mula deals

;

He had "never heard of any
other way of buying films"

other than through master
agreements and block-booking.
He didn't consider these meth-
ods illegal, he declared, but
when they were so determined
by the court he "abandoned the
practice." Under the block-
booking arrangements, he
stated, "films were sold to the
man who could pay the most
money and whether he bought
more or less didn't matter as
long as the total amount of
money from an area was enough
to pay our expenses;"

He didn't know if the Paramount
sales department had entered into con-
tracts allowing chains a greater de-
gree of cancellation than independents
were given

;

He made no policy on runs and
clearances regarding theatres owned
by other major producers but the sales
department did

;

tie received no report if the theatre
department decided to close a theatre.

Reached Conclusion

Balaban declared that he had
reached his conclusion concerning the
value of pay as you see television after

the consent decree and that his com-
pany had decided to give Zenith films

for its Chicago Phonevision test after

it had invested in International Tele-
meter Corp. lie decided to give Para-
mount films for the experiment be-
cause Phonevision was "so simple"
and made pay as you see television

practical."

The Paramount head was
then asked by Ford why his
company waited from the time
of Zenith's request for films
early in 1950 until "the end of
1950" before giving Zenith films.
"I didn't think Phonevision was
the answer to pay as you see
television," Balaban replied. "I
d'dn't think it was a practical
system. It was too involved."

Further questioning on Phonevision
was stopped after Paramount attorney
Paul Porter said he would prefer to
put the complete story of the dealings
between Zenith and Paramount in the
record at a later date.

Balaban said he didn't know
whether his company planned any kind
of television network since nothing
ccjuld be done about it anyway until
tile question of DuMont's control was
cleared. His company had reached no
conclusion on programming television

5 to Decide on

CompoAdPlan
Five industry advertising-publicity

executives have been designated as a
sub-committee of the Motion Picture
Association of America's ad-publicity

directors committee, to reconcile sev-
eral points of view which have arisen
concerning newspaper layouts for the
Council of Motion Picture Organiza-
tions' projected second advertising

campaign.
The sub-committee includes : Ho-

ward Dietz, M-G-M ; Charles Ein-
field, 20th Century-Fox; Mort Blu-
menstock, Warner Brothers

;
Jerome

Pickman, Paramount, and Charles
Simonelli, Universal. Simonelli is

chairman of the MPAA ad-publicity

directors group.
The five will be charged with "syn-

thesizing the thinking" embodied in

suggested COMPO advertisements
submitted for consideration by Loew's,
Warner, 20th-Fox, Paramount, Uni-
versal and United Artists.

'Vets' Won't Picket

Films with 'Reds'

Hollywood, Feb. 5.—The American
Legion movement started by the Hol-
lywood Post to picket films with
which Communists or Communist
sympathizers are considered identified

was voted down by the Southern Cali-

fornia area Legion at a meeting held
in Riverside, pending action by the
State Legion at Fresno in August.
Decision was taken, however, to pub-
lish the names of such pictures and
personnel in The American Legion
Magasine. The Legion picketing
movement was among matters dis-

cussed during a Theatre Owners of

America board session on public rela-

tions here last week.

Materials Forms
Out This Week

_

Washington, Feb. 5. — The Na-
tional Production Authority said it

will mail out this week application
forms for third quarter use of con-
trolled materials.

Deadline for filing the completed
forms is March 1. Film division offi-

cials stated they would release witliin

the next few days more detailed direc-
tions for filings by theatre and film

equipment manufacturers.

stations through the network of Para-
mount's 31 exchanges, he said.

He discussed a deal made at the end
of 1950, for the use on television sta-

tions of Paramount's 1500 to 1800
shorts but said it had fallen through
because the prospective buyers had no
money. He declared that his company
had no plans to provide "large quan-
tities" of its films to the new company
that would result from the proposed
merger of the American Broadcasting
Co. and United Paramount Theatres.
He repeated earlier statements, how-
ever, to the effect that his company
was "ready to consider the sale of

features for television with anyone
who comes along with real money and
who can pay a fair price for them."
"Nothing would please me more,"

he said, "than to see the day when we
can liquidate our inventory" by selling

films from Paramount's library for use
on television stations.

"Fasclnat&fg manhunt! Crisp and exciting entertainment!"

—M. P. Daily
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Allied Arbitration Plan Proposals

Require Okay

Of Justice

And NY Court
(Continued from page 1)

distributors.

Allied will transmit the plan to the

distributors and leave it to the latter to

carry on from there—to negotiate with

Allied, with Allied and other groups,

or just forget the whole matter.

Allied demands that any plan finally

agreed on by the industrj- must be

okayed by the Justice Department and

the New' York Statutory' Court and

included as an amendment to the Para-

mount case decrees. It must be volun-

tarj', but the parties should agree in

advance in each case to be bound by

the arbitration awards.

Arbitration should cover rentals,

competitive bidding and runs, clear-

ance and prints, forcing of pictures,

contract rights, and, if the distribu-

tors want, damages.

Must Be Simple

The set-up must be simple and inex-

pensive, probably by three-man boards

with a different board in each case.

Use of la\\Ters to represent parties

would be held to a minimum.

Myers said the board had
gone over his memo "paragraph
by paragraph and approved it

in general for transmission to

the distributors as a basis for

discussion." He said Allied's

arbitration committee would
have "broad discretion" in ne-

gotiating further with the dis-

tributors and is not necessarily
bound by the memo. The com-
mittee can take any new stand
it feels necessary to get better
terms for the independent exhi-
bitor, he explained.

Here is a summarj' of }il}'ers' memo
on a proposed arbitration plan, as
approved by the Allied board today

:

flyers said the Allied convention
last fall had endorsed an arbitration

S3'stem broader in scope than an3-thing

e\-er before employed in the industrv-,

and that there are no "exact prece-
dents" for many of the proposals be-
ing made. "But there must be a first

time for everj'thing." he declared.
"The motion picture business today is

facing conditions never heretofore en-
countered even bv its most venerable
members. The familiar measures for
dealing with those conditions, and for
adjusting internal differences, have
proved inadequate."

]Must Set up Method

It is imperative, he reported, that a
method be set up to settle intra-indus-
tr>' disputes expeditiously and at min-
imum expense, and that the industry'

be spared the distraction incident to
internal conflicts so that "its members
can concentrate on measures for end-
ing the current box-office recession."
Myers made it clear .Allied could

not enter any arbitration plan that
had not been "expressly approved"
bv the Department of Justice and ac-
cepted by the Statutory Court as an

amendment to the Paramount case

decrees. "Indeed," he declared, "I

would be reluctant to have Allied even

enter into discussions with representa-

tives of other industry' branches on

competitive practices unless all parties

contemplated submission of any result-

ing plan to the Department before put-

ting it into effect. The industry' can-

not in the present critical state of its

affairs risk further violations of the

anti-trust laws."

Justice Douglas' opinion in the

Paramount case specifically said the

District Court had the power to au-

thorize a voluntary arbitration system,

Myers pointed out. He said this ref-

erence "necessarilj' implies that it

would be proper for the parties to dis-

cuss all phases of such a system in en-

deavoring to formulate a plan for

submission to the attorney general and
the court. So long as we proceed

along these lines, confining our joint

activities to the establishment of an
arbitration sj'stem, our actions will be

legally unassailable."

In Memo Form
Myers said the Allied plan was in

memo form rather than as an amend-
ment to the proposed decree because
.\llied was not actually a party to the

Paramount suit nor could it present

motions to the court ; because "none
of the distributors has given assur-

ance it favors an arbitration sj'stem,

much less the one herein outlined"

;

and because the distributors would
probabh- want to study the plan care-
fully and call a general industry con-
ference before agreeing to it.

Only o Showed Interest

Besides. Myers said, only the five

former theatre-owning distributors

have indicated any interest in arbitra-

tion. He said Columbia, Universal
and United Artists did not join in

arbitration under the earh- Para-
mount consent decree, and "I have no
reason to suppose they want to arbi-

trate now." Other distributors who
were not party to the Paramount suit

will not submit to the New York
court's jurisdiction in order to be
bound by the arbitration amendment
to the decree, he predicted.

"It is even possible," he said,

"that some of the ardent and
vocal advocates of arbitration

as an abstract proposition may
revise their views when they
become aware of the difficulties

involved and realize there is no
pos'tive guarantee that arbitra-

tion will materially reduce liti-

gation."

To conform to the Supreme Court
opinion, Myers said, resort to arbitra-

tion hy any exhibitor must be volun-

tary-, not compulsory^ ; and the plan

must provide that the existence of the

arbitration system does not bar any-

one from resorting to other legal rem-
edies, such as private anti-trust suits.

Myers specifically added, however,

that this does not mean an exhibitor

could tr\' arbitration and then, if dis-

satisfied with the award, file a law
suit based on the same claim. "In

order that the awards may be enforce-

able under the various arbitration

statutes," he said, "the parties to the

controversy would have to agree to

abide by the award."

Myers pointed out again that

no arbitration system 's really

necessarv and exhibitors and

distributors can always arbi-

trate their disputes merely by
agreeing to do so. The advan-
tages of an arbitration system,
he said, are "that the distribu-

tors will agree in advance to
arbitrate all cases within the
purview of the system; a set of

standards or measuring rod can
be provided for the guidance of
the arbitrators in their deli-

berations; and uniform rules
and procedures can be adopted."

Myers said many supported arbitra-

tion as a means of "reducing the flood

of litigation which threatens to engulf
the film companies." He pointed out,

however, that even with an arbitration
system, exhibitors retain their right
to bring private anti-trust suits.

Practical Relief

"Perhaps the most we can hope to

do," he stated, "is to erect tribunals
where an exhibitor who seeks prompt
practical relief in the field of trade
practices, rather than damages, can
obtain the same at little or no cost."

He said this might cut the number of
future court cases and might even
transfer to arbitration some pending
court suits.

But he said there is no asursance
that any exhibitor will resort to ar-
bitration rather than to the courts,

and anyhow, in many cases, exhibitors
must ask for damages as well as in-

junctive relief because of their limited

means and the willingness of many
lawj-ers to take the cases for court-
allowed fees and a share of the dam-
ages.

"Of course," he continued, "if

the film companies care to risk
the experiment, there is an-
other way in which claims for
damages might be deflected
from the courts in arbitration.
That would be to empower the
arbitration boards to award
damages allegedly resulting
from violations of the Sherman
Act." ]\Iyers said he would em-
power the boards to award ac-
tual damages and, in aggra-
vated cases, punitive damages
up to twice the amount of the
actual damages. He said he
would not give the boards
power to award treble damages
in all cases.

Myers said he did not feel the ar-
bitration of anti-trust damages would
be too feasible where the distributor
claimed innocence, but that it might
be verj' feasible where the distributor
admits guilt and the only question is

fixing the amount of damages.
Other subjects which Allied would

arbitrate included film rentals, compe-
titive bidding and runs, clearance and
prints, forcing of pictures and setting
of admission prices, and contract
rights.

Most Controversial

Film rentals. ;Myers said, was the
most _ controversial of all the propo-
sals in the Allied convention arbitra-
tion resolution.

He admitted that if all or even a
substantial number of film deals were
submitted to arbitration, the industry
"would quickly grind to a halt."

However, he said, he did not think
there would be as many such cases
as feared. He pointed out arbitration
involves some delav and theatre own-

Trust Suits

Still Possible

Under Plan
ers like to play as close to release

dates as possible ; that the complain-
ing exhibitor would have to make an
initial deposit and might have to pay
costs if he did not make good on his

complaint ; and that the exhibitor

would have to disclose full details of

his operations to back up his com-
plaint, and "many exhibitors would not
want to do this unless in dire need
of relief and confident they could
make good on their claims."

'Reasonable Safeguards'

Aloreover, he continued "as reason-
able safeguards against such a de-
bacle." the right of an exhibitor to
call for arbitration of rentals "might
be made dependent" on proof that he
had tried in good faith to negotiate
with the distributor for the films and
had been refused a license except on
terms that would not cover his over-
head and operating expense plus a
fair profit.

On competitive bidding and runs
!Myers said exhibitors have violently
attacked competitive bidding and dis-
tributors have said they also disliked
it and have used it onh- to protect
themselves against lawsuits. "Both
can be relieved from competitive bid-
ding and the distributors can better
be protected against lawsuits by a
broad provision for arbitrating con-
troversies over runs, to be incorpo-
rated in the decrees," he said.

Cites Consent Decree

^Myers said Chapter X of the 1940
consent decree provided for arbitra-
tion of run disputes and "stands as
a judicially approved precedent for the
arbitration of runs." Allied proposes
now. he continued, to revive Chapter X,
eliminate various hampering restric-
tions it contained, and revise it to per-
mit the arbitration of an exhibitor's
claim that he operates a theatre appro-
priate for feature showings of a cer-
tain run and that the distributor (or
distributors) has refused to license
him sufficient suitable features by
"normal distribution methods—that is,

without competitive bidding," to en-
able him to operate successfulh- on
that run.

Chapter X. Ms'ers recalled, listed
numerous factors to be taken into ac-
count in deciding which of two con-
tending theatres was entitled to a run,
leaving it to the arbitrator to weigh
the factors. "These factors might
serve as a yardstick in a revival of
arbitration over runs," he said.

91 Chicago Houses
Closed in 1951
_
CHIC.A.GO, Feb. 5.—Xinenty-one mo-

tion picture theatres went out of busi-
ness here last year according to Citv
Collector ^^'illiam T. Prendergast.
He said that many of the 275 theatres
now open are operating on a part time
basis, some of them three days a week
and others weekends only, in a state-
ment issued here today.
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U.K. Quota
(Coiitiiiiicd from page 1)

defaulted last year, compared with 2,-

195 ill the previous year, on the so-

called "supporting program" of 25 per
cent, consisting mainly of British docu-
mentary films and short subjects. The
latter was interpreted as dispelling

the unrealistic claim that documentar-
ies have audience appeal.

F'urther evidence of the practicabil-

ity of the 30 per cent quota is to be
found in the number of theatres
achieving or exceeding their given
quota—3.415 last year, against 1,874
in the previous year. The average
(|uota achieved by the major circuits

which are required to comply with
the full 30 per cent quota was 31.6
per cent.

Question Future of

UK Film Financing

London, Feb. 5. — Tom O'Brien,
president of the National Association
of Theatrical and Kine Employes and
member of Parliament, on Thursday
will put the question in Commons to

Peter Thorneycroft, president of the
Board of Trade, concerning the gov-
ernment's intention toward the Na-
tional Film Finance Corp., govern-
ment agency which supplies produc-
tion financing.

It is understood that Thorneycroft
proposes to answer the question non-
commitally, perhaps stating that the

subject concerns Chancellor of the

Exchequer R. A. Butler and his new
budget.

NFFC's funds are known to be
ncaring depletion and, without a fur-

ther grant from the government, it is

a question how long the agency will

be able to continue.

Springhold Heads
Dutch Distribution
Amsterdam, Feb. 5.—Fritz Spring-

hold, prominent member of the Dutch
film industry, has been elected presi-

dent of the distribution section of the
Dutch Cinema Association, a post he
held once before shortly after the war.

-Springhold, in addition to his dis-

tribution interests, has important hold-

ings in about 20 theatres in the prin-

cipal cities of Holland.

Craft Earnings Up
Hoi.i.vwooi), Feb. 5.—Weekly earn-

ings of studio craftsmen during De-
cember were $107.01, according to tlie

monthly report of the California De-
partment of Industrial Relations. This
compares with $103.04 in November
and $105.02 in December a year ago.

Reviews
The Big Trees"

{Warner Brothers)

XPLOITATION-MINDED showmen will find a rich harvest of ideas

in Warner Brothers' "The Big Trees." Dealing with logging operations

in the California territory of 1900, it has such muscular sequences as the

hero and villain battling to death at a cliff's edge, a daring train rescue just

as it is hurtling to destruction and an assortment of other narrow calls. The
picture is generous in production values, including color by Technicolor and
a cast headed by Kirk Douglas, Eve Miller and Patrice Wymore.
Douglas plays the quick-talking, unscrupulous logging operator who schemes

to get rich timberlands away from a sect of old settlers under a new law
which has voided the old claims. Douglas maintains an outer semblance of

ethics, thus Edgar Buchanan, his aide, and Miss Miller, a pretty widow
member of the sect, think the world of him at first. Gradually, however, they
learn of his conniving ambitions and friction results. For a time there is

considerable warfare between members of the town and Douglas with strat-

egy and maneuvers on both sides rising and falling.

Presently, however, the evil of Douglas' ways penetrates his conscience

and he reforms. Now being on the side of truth and justice, he decides to

help the "honest folks." At this point his chief adversary becomes John
Archer, a villain conspiring against the sect for personal aggrandizement.
Douglas sees to it that he gets his due. The screenplay, by John Twist and
James R. Webb was directed by Felix Feist, with accent on action. Miss
Wymore is an entertainer who eventually turns the cards on Douglas. Louis
F. Edelman produced.
Running time, 89 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

March 29. Mandel FIerbstman

A

"A Tale of Five Women''
{Morros-Wilson—United Artists)

SPRIGHTLY little comedy drama of many delights is offered in "A
Tale of Five Women." High among its delights are glimpses into the

five European cities where it was photographed—Rome, Vienna, Berlin, Paris
and London. The idea for this Grand National picture, released through
United Artists, was conceived by producer Alexander Paal. British actor
Bonar Colleano plays the lead. Despite the picture's lack of potent marquee
names, it should be greeted warmly, especially by the more discriminating
audiences.

Colleano appears as a soldier and ex-circus performer who suffers from
amnesia as a result of a fall. From the American sector in Berlin he is trans-
ferred to a hospital in America. It is there that the young man is anxious to

recall his past. The only clue is a string of five bank notes he has from as
many European countries, each bearing the signature of a different girl.

Barbara Kelly, an attractive editor of an American magazine, conceives the
circulation-boosting idea of sponsoring Colleano's trip back to the five coun-
tries in order to help him discover his past.

The tour through Europe provides some good documentary footage that in

itself is worth the price of admission. Each of the five girls he meets again
are strikingly beautiful. They are Lana Morris, Anne Vernon, Eva Bartok,
Gina Lollobrigida and Karen Himbold.

After considerable adventure and incident, plus some large chuncks of
comedy and drama, the jig-saw puzzle of Colleano's past falls into order,
leaving him free to marry Miss Kelly.

In each city, a different director and crew handled the filming chores. The
directors were : Rome, Romollo Marcellini

;
Vienna, Geza von Cziffra

;
Berlin,

Wolfgang Staudte ; Paris, E. E. Reinert
;
London, Montgomery Tully. The

film is a presentation of Boris Morros and Maurice J. Wilson. The screen-
play is the product of Richard Llewellyn, Piero Tellini, Guenter Weisenborn,
Jacques Companeez and Patrick Kirwin.
Running time, 86 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

?»larch 7. M. Heebstman

Set New Bob Hope Film
Hollywood, Feb. 5.

—
"Girls Are

Here To Stay", a comedy musical
with color by Technicolor, has been
set as a Bob Hope starring vehicle at

Paramount. Paul Jones will produce.

AMERICAN
7b laSANGElES

THE MERCURY-DC-6 SKYSLEEPER SERVICE

Lv. 12:20 a.m. EST-Ar. 8:40 a.m. PST

Slanting UK Films

to US Market: Rose

British producers are making better
films and slanting them more towards
Anglo-American consumption, David
Rose, president of Coronado Produc-
tions, declared here yesterday on his
arrival from England on the S.S.
Queen Mary. Another arrival on the
.same ship was Robert S. Wolff, man-
aging director of RKO Radio Pic-
tunes, Ltd., London.

Rose, who brought a print of "Sat-
urday Island," starring Linda Dar-
nell, said that while here he intends
to line up the cast for another picture
to be filmed in June. He plans to
make two pictures this year.

^Volff, who reportedly is here to
;irr;inge for the distribution in England
of 16nim. RKO pictures, declined
comment.

New UK Pact
(Continued from page 1)

agreement permits American
companies to convert one-third
of their investments in British
production.

It can be stated with the utmost
authority that there will be no repe-
tition of the performance involving the
imposition several years ago of the
Hugh Dalton ad valorem duty on
American film imports.

Chancellor of the Exchequer Rich-
ard A. Butler has told Commons that

he plans—and indeed hopes—for a
proper balance in sterling viz-a-viz
the dollar in the second half of 1952.
Britain's Treasury and Board of
Trade appreciate that the crux of the
American monetary agreement prob-
lem is how far the Chancellor can go
and still leave this a worthwhile mar-
ket to American film companies.

Butler informed Commons recently

that consideration is being given to a
reopening of thq. agreernent before

next Oct. 1, as permitted by its pro-
visions, to seek means of conserving
dollars. It is anticipated in Whitehall
that American film industry represent-

atives will be invited here for that

purpose towards the end of June.

F. W. Allport, London manager for

the Motion Picture Association of

America, has returned here from New
York and has expressed the opinion

that nothing particularly deleterious

to American interests will develop in

the course of negotiations concerned
with the agreement. He believes in-

deed that good may readily develop

therefrom in certain respects. Allport

is certain to go over the ground with

Rupert Somervell of the Treasury
well in advance of the formal talks.

Rank Charges Union Tactics
Discourage U. K. Production

London, Feb. 5.—J. Arthur Rank,
in a recent address to an exhibitor

meeting in Belfast, charged that the

Association of Cine and Allied Tech-
nicians, production union, is respon-

sible for discouraging American pro-

duction here through imposition of

unreasonable restrictions.

Tom O'Brien, head of the National
Association of Theatrical and Kine
Employes, who shares similar views,

has approached the Electrical Trades
Union with a plan for an alliance of

film industry employes which would
by-pass the ACT.

Rank's Davis
{Continued from page 1)

Ferdinand West, has provoked wide
trade discussion here.

Davis plans to be back in London
early in March. He will confer in

Australia with Norman Rydge,
Rank's associate there, and in New
Zealand with Robert Kerridge. En
route, he will meet in Singapore with
Rank's Malayan associate, Loke Wan
Tho, who controls numerous theatres

there. He will also visit other Rank
representatives in Rome, Singapore
and Djakarta.
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JVEfVS
in Brief • • •

Buchman
{Continued from page 1)

Milwaukee, Feb. 5.—Sig Goldberg,

president of Wisconsin Allied, and

Harold Pearson, executiAe secretar}',

attended a meeting at Chippewa Falls

of exhibitors in the Northwestern part

of the state to explain in detail the

workings of their organization.

New members signed up at the

meeting include: Bruce Waters, Turtle

Lake ;
Gordon Spiess, Glenwood ; Pat

Schannon, Aniery ; R. Habighorst,

Owen ; C. Hulbert, Carnell ; David
Hulbert, Augusta ; R. Zielke, Bruce

;

George Johnson of Stanley.

•

Chicago, Feb. 5. — January city

amusement tax collections from thea-

tres here (on December receipts)

were $87,744.90, a drop of approxi-

mately five percent from $92,062.37

for the corresponding period last year.

Collections from other amusements
were off about 10 percent for the same
period, falling from $50,163.27 last

year to $44,307.93 for the month this

vear.
•

Hollywood, Feb. 5. — Producer
Grant Whytock has been signed by

Walter Mirisch, Monogram and Al-

lied Artists executive producer, to

do four films for Monogram. His
first will be "Wild Catters."

Whytock was previously associated

with Edward Small.

3 RKO Re-releases
During February
Three pictures will be re-distributed

by RKO Radio this month, Robert
Mochrie, RKO Radio sales vice-presi-

dent, reports.

Walt Disney's "Snow White and the

Seven Dwarfs" is in its third tour

of the nation's theatres after a New
England premiere, as previously re-

ported. "The Hunchback of Notre
Dame," co-starring Maureen O'Hara
and Charles Laughton, and "The Cat
People," co-starring Simone Simon
and Kent Smith, are the other two.

Belgian Receipts Are
Off Up to 40%

\\'.\sin.x(/ro.N', l''eb. 5.—Receipts of

Belgian theatres are down on an av-

erage of 10 per cent below those of

the immediate postwar period, accord-
ing to the U. S. Commerce Depart-
ment, which said receipts of theatres

in large cities are about 35 per cent

to 40 per cent below the levels in the

immediate p'-i^twar years, but that re-

ceipts in smaller towns have increased

considerably.

Would Expand Mass. Tax
Boston, Feb. 5.—The joint legisla-

tive committee on taxation will, on
Thursday, hear a bill to impose a tax
on admissions to open air theatres

and providing that the revenue de-

rived therefrom be used for old age
assistance.

De Toth Offers New Deal
HoLLvwfXjD, Feb. 5.—.Andre Dc

Toth has submitted a deal for con-

sideration to Columbia under terms
of which he would direct "Black Fri-

day," story backgrounded by the gold

panic of the Grant Administration.

Broderick Crawford would star.

executive secretary of the Screen

Writers Guild, appeared before tbe

Committee but refused to answer prac-

tically all questions concerning alleged

Red affiliations on the ground that the

answers might incriminate him. He
said he is not now a party member,
but refused to say whether he was
one "'last night" or any time in the

past. Two previous witnesses had
told the Committee Pomerance was a

party member and a member of the

Communist fraction in the SWG.
Committee officials said they had

no further witnesses on tap for Wash-
ington hearings on Communism in

Hollywood, but that the subject might
come up again when they go to Los
Angeles late this month or in March
for further hearings on Communism
in California.

Drop KentucJcy City
Ticket Tax Plan
Frankfort, Ky., Feb. 5.—Plans to

sponsor a bill in the Kentucky legis-

lature to let cities have the amusement
tax revenues now going to the state

have been dropped by the Kentucky
Municipal League after State Revenue
Commissioner Clyde Reeves said he
could give no encouragement that the

bill would pass.

Reeves explained the state amuse-
ment tax income has been budgeted
for the next two years and the state

needs the money. Under the measure
proposed, if a city did not levy the

tax, the state could continue to do
so. The tax now yields about $1,500,-

000 annually. It was estimated the

proposed legislation would have taken

about $750,000 away from the state

each year.

Introduce Bill to

Aid Projectionists
Albany, N. Y., Feb. 5.—Senator

William F. Condon of Yonkers has in-

troduced a bill, supported by the

lATSE and State Federation of

Labor, which would require projec-

tion booths in places of public assem-

bly to be equipped with facilities to

promote the "general health," con-

venience and comfort of operators.

Theatre interests have opposed it

in the past and will do so again. They
say the present code for places of

public assembly protects projectionists.

New Up-State Company
Buffalo, P'eb. 5. — Mercury-

Cinema, Inc., a new corporation, has

been formed here to operate jointly

the Cinema and Mercury theatres.

Officers are Philip Cohen and Morris
.Slotnick of Rochester, present oper-

ators of the Cinema; Dewey Michaels
and his son, James. The latter, now
manager of the Mercury, is to be gen-
eral manager of the two local houses.

Associated with the new set-up will

be the Cinema in Rochester and the

Midtown in Syracuse, both Slotnick-

Colien houses.

25-Cent GPL Dividend
A regular dividend of 25 cents per

share on the outstanding common
stock of General Precision Equipment
Corp. was declared here yesterday at a
meeting of GPL's board of directors.

The dividend is payable on March 15

to stockholders of record on Feb. 25.

Oboler Sets 'New'

Third Dimension

Film For Release

Hollywood, Feb. 5. — Independent
producer Arch Oboler has announced
he will start production within a few
weeks on a third dimension film for

theatre exhibition. Oboler will use the

Gunzburg Natural Vision process,

demonstrated here last summer. The
producer said he expects the picture

will be released late this summer or

early fall, although no distribution

channel has been contracted for so far.

The process employs two cameras
and takes two film strips, which are
projected on a single screen from
two synchronized projectors. Polaroid
lenses are used both in the taking
process and in the projectors, and au-
diences are supplied with spectacles

with correspondingly differentiated

panes. Projectors already in theatre

booths can be used without alteration,

is is said except as to directional rec-

tification. Although third-dimensional

use of the Gunsburg-processed picture

requires two filmstrips, either of the

strips can be used singly as a conven-
tional motion picture.

Either "Spear in the Sand," or
"He or She" will be the first picture

filmed in the process, with Ansco
color utilized.

$1,161,307 to Coast
Cfiarity from 18,330
Hollywood, Feb. 5.—Final report

of the Permanent Charities Commit-
tee showed 18,330 industry members
have subscribed $1,161,307 toward the

year's goal of $1,350,000. PCC chair-

man Dore Schary said that sum will

be subrtantially increased when a con-
siderab'e number of liberal donors not

yet ace lunted for make their contribu-

tions.

NLRB Asks Dismissal
Washington^ Feb. 5.—A National

Labor Relations Board trial exam-
iner has recommended dismissal of

charges brought by Studio Carpenters
Local No. 946 against Jerry Fair-

banks, Inc., and lATSE Local No.
44. The carpenters charged that

lATSE had insited on Fairbanks hir-

ing its members and had caused five

Carpenters' Union members to lose

their jobs. Examiner Martin S. Ben-
nett found that the company actually

was trying to hire an eaual number
from both unions, and that no discrim-

ination against the carpenters was in-

volved.

Lopert Sues Rossellini
I. E. Lopert, president of Lopert

Films Distributing Corp., has filed

suit in Rome against producer Roberto
Rossellini over Western Hemisphere
distribution rights to "Machine to Kill

Bad People," which Lopert declares

he has a contract for, and which Ros-
sellini is said to have sold to someone
else.

Palace to Reopen
Chicago, Feb. 5.—The RKO Pal-

ace theatre liere will reopen tomor-

row with the first attraction to be

"Red Skies of Montana." The Pal-

ace, which went legitimate in Sep-

tember for the run of "Gentlemen
Prefer Blondes" has been dark since

late December.

NCCJ Drive
(Continued from page 1)

Robert Rubin is general chairman of
the amusements division.

There are 24 national vice-chairmen
of the entertainment division, as fol-

lows : Barney Balaban, Nate J. Blum-
berg, Harry Brandt, Max A. Cohen,
Jack Cohn, Ned E. Depinet, Simon H.
Fabian, Emil Friedlander, Leonard H.
Goldenson, Will H. Hays, Ben Kal-
menson, Harry M. Kalmine, John
Reed Kilpatrick, Robert Mochrie,
Louis Nizer, Charles M. Reagan,
Herman Robbins, Alfred W. Schwal-
berg, Silas Seadler, Spyros P.

Skouras, Nate J. Spingold, Richard E.
Walsh, Herbert J. Yates and Max E.
Youngstein.

Decision on Purchase
Of Woods Upheld
Chicago, Feb. 5.—The Appellate

Court of Northern Illinois today re-

versed its decision of last July in the

suit against Edwin Silverman and
Essaness over the purchase of the

Woods Theatre Building from the

Franciscan Fathers.

Today's decision upheld the decision

of the lower court (which had ruled

the purchase legal and valid) by a
two-to-one vote of Judges Nieymyer,
Burke, and Friend; thus, the verdict

of last July, requiring Essaness to sell

the building to the plaintiffs, Minnie
Stern, Mrs. Selma Melvoin, Mrs. Bes-

sie Altschuler, Mrs. -Beatrice Glassner,

Mrs. Ruth Booth, and James Booth on
the terms at which Essaness bought
it or to lease it to the plaintiffs for

three years at the rental which was
being paid to the Franciscan Fathers,

was set aside. The plaintiffs now may
appeal to the State Supreme Court.

Thompsons Named in

Percentage Suits
Muskogee, Okla., Feb. 5.—Four

percentage actions were filed here in

Federal Court against Claude E.
Thompson and James P. Thompson,
doing business as J. P. Thompson and
Sons. Paramount, Loew's, RKO and
20th Century-Fox each filed separate

actions involving the Sequoyah and
Thompson theatres in Tahlequah.

Keaton, Wells, Johnston and Lytle

of Oklahoma City represent the distri-

butors, with Sargory and Stein of

New York of counsel.

Chi/s Grand Closes
In Fight with Union
Chicago, Feb. 5.—The RKO Grand

theatre, first-run Loop house here, has

closed until further notice because

of labor difficulties with the operators

union. The crux of the situation is

whether the theatre should have one

or two operators per shift.

When the Grand raised its top to

$1.25 during the run of "A Streetcar

Named Desire," it had to use an extra

operator per shift. Although the price

scale has gone back to normal, with
a 98-cent top, the union is insisting on
keeping two men in the booth. RKO
Theatres has gone to court in an ef-

fort to straighten out the disagreement.

Clagett Reports Here
Manning (Tim) Clagett, of the Mo-

tion Picture Association of America
press relations staff, who has been
working out of Washington, reported
for duty yesterday at the MPAA's
New York office.
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New Gov't Plan

To Aid Swedes
Washington, Feb. 5.—A new for-

mula for government aid to Swedish
film producers has been approved, and
production of feature films resumed,
U. S. Commerce Department film

chief Nathan D. Golden reports.

Swedish producers suspended pro-
duction at the end of 1950 as part of

their drive for more government finan-

cial aid. The aid finally approved will

reportedly not be enough to cover av-
erage losses, Golden aid, "but it is as-

sumed that the major part of the sus-

pended production will be resumed."
The aid equals 20 per cent of the

government's share of the amusement
tax collected on admissions to show-
ings of Swedish films. Total aid is

estimated to be about $444,000 an-
nually. In addition, theatre owners
have decided to contribute about one
per cent to four per cent of their
box-office receipts, depending on the
size of the theatre, giving the pro-
ducers another |135,000 annually, for a
total financial help of about $579,000 a
year. About 30 Swedish features are
expected to be produced annually
under the new set-up, Golden said.

SAG to Consider
Proposal on TV Pay

Hollywood, Feb. 5.—The consider-
ation of proposals by various Indepen-
dent Motion Picture Producers Asso-
ciation members releasing through
Monogram offering repayment to act-
ors in films to be sold to television
is on the agenda of the Screen Actors
Guild board for its regular meeting
next Monday night.

Pictures concerned were produced
subsequent to August, 1948, which
under SAG contract with studios can-
not be turned over to television until
producers have reached agreement
with SAG on amounts and terms to
be paid players appearing in them.
Any action taken by the board will
apply to specific pictures concerning
which their producers have tendered
specific repayment proposals, and will
cover these pictures only.

Three New Ones for
Brown at M-G-M
Culver City, Feb. 5.—Clarence

Brown, veteran M-G-M producer-di-
rector, is working on a program of
three pictures. "The Plymouth Ad-
venture," with Spencer Tracy, Deb-
orah Kerr and Van Johnson tenta-
tively set as leads, deals with the Pil-

grims and the Mayjloiver. Second is

"Two If By Sea," in which Clark
Gable may star. Third is "Flesh and
the Devil," a new version of the John
Gilbert-Greta Garbo vehicle which
Brown made originally for M-G-M
in 1927. The film this time will star

Ava Gardner, Ricardo Montalban and
Fernando Lamas.

Canadian Film Board
Made 167 in 1950-51
Ottawa, Feb. 5. — The National

Film Board of Canada in 1950-51 pro-
duced 130 major films, 37 news stor-

ies, 18 news clips and two trailers, the
Canadian government reports, with
the major films being divided into 68
English-language, 58 French-language
and four in other languages.

Television-Radio
i Comment and Opinion i

TP HE Federal Communications Commission now not only has post-

poned the start of its theatre television hearings to March 10, but

it has also widened the already considerable scope of the inquiry by
adding two pertinent issues to the agenda.

For one, the Commission will go into the question of who should

actually operate the theatre television service, if and when special

channels are allocated. Then, too, it intends to examine various

competitive angles and "standards of licensee" eligibility. The out-

come of the ABC-UPT hearings currently going on undoubtedly is

going to have an important bearing on the FCC's decision.

Meanwhile the list of witnesses slated to be heard at the hearings

grows and there are strong indications that theatres will encounter

headstrong opposition not only to any proposal that they operate

their own stations for theatre TV, but also to the allocation of any
channels whatever. In the long run, we will have large-screen tele-

vision, and it will be in color, but it's going to take a fighting spirit

to make it come ofif. Theatres need television and commercial tele-

vision, searching for a convenient box-office, needs theatres.

It isn't often that television goes out of its way to say kind

words about the film industry and the tribute to the movies
and their growth was therefore doubly welcome on the Ken
Murray television show over CBS-TV last Saturday night.

Murray had many complimentary things to say about the mo-
tion picture art in the course of his "Salute to Movietime,
U. S. A." which traced the film from its earliest beginnings to

the era of sound and, finally, to the modern screen drama as

represented by a scene from Stanley Kramer's as yet unre-
leased picture, "High Noon." Buster Keaton and Billy Gilbert

were seen in a skit and Ruby Keeler did a dance routine. The
progress of the cinematic art was graphically and entertaining-

ly illustrated with clips from many classics and old newsreels.

It's a shame more film companies did not see fit to provide
some footage for what proved to be a constructive program.
Hats off to Murray for a job well done

!

Anyone listening to NBC's "The Big Show" Sunday night will

readily agree with the critics who voted this hour and a half ex-
travaganza of the air the Champion of Champions in Motion Pic-
ture Daily's 1951 radio poll for Fame. Tallulah Bankhead may be
the star at the microphone, but it's time for a low bow to Dee Engel-
bach and his capable crew who make the program seem such an
effortless succession of sparkling wit, humor, drama and song. Pro-
ducer-director Engelbach handles his large cast with such skill that

the cai'efuUy rehearsed show has a definite quality of spontaneity

and relaxation. There is nothing quite like it on the air.

•A i:?

Klaus Landsberg, the dynamic general manager of station KTLA
in Los Angeles, had a message for New York advertising executives

this week that should set them thinking. At a luncheon he said

:

"Television has the power to build its own stars. Just because an
individual is a star in one medium doesn't mean he is a star in tele-

vision. Why buy high-priced stars when we can build our own ?"

It may take time, but television is well on its way to following Lands-
berg's advice.

-{^

Indicative possibly of a changing pattern in radio broadcasting,

the CBS Radio network starting Feb. 17 will have 91 news broad-
casts scheduled for each seven-day period, spreading over 16 hours
and 10 minutes. On that date. Admiral Corp. will start sponsorship

of a new 35-minute news show featuring- Robert Trout, one of the

best newscasters in the field. Television sill hasn't found a way to

beat radio at the business of presenting a quick, precise news pre-

sentation.

it
At Random: "Studio One" back to its old form on CBS-TV Mon-

day night. A great show . . . Bea Lillie had 'em rolling in the isles

in the story of her life on Ed Sullivan's "Toast of the Town." . . .

The National Television Review Board has published its Citizen's

Television Code in Chicago. On paper it sounds good. . . . Balaban
& Katz opening its Garrick Television Center in the Windy City.

It's supposed to be Chicago's most complete radio and TV stuclio. . . .

Bertrand Russell, winner of the 1950' Nobel Prize for literature, to

appear in a television film for NBC. . . . Movietime U.S.A. got quite

a plug when the Lux Radio Theatre put on its excellent version of

"Take Care of My Little Girl" Monday night over CBS.
Fred Hift

'Peace Meet'

Set in Mexico
Mexico City, Feb. 5.—Representa-

tives of all branches of the Mexican
industry and leaders of the two big
unions, the National Cinematographic
Industry Workers and the National
Cinematographic Production Workers,
have been summoned by Antonio Uru-
churtu. Sub-secretary of the Interior,

to an emergency meeting in his office

on Friday to seek solutions of various
industry problems.

J. C. Lopez, director general of the
National Cinematographic Board, and
Eduardo Vidal Cruz, director general
of the trade's own bank, the Banco
Nacional Cinematografico, will attend
the meeting, which is expected to re-

sult in the making of a peace pact
between the unions, agreement to pos-
sible modifications of the new Cine-
matographic Law and the striking of

a balance of harmony between pro-

ducers, distributors and exhibitors.

SAG Signs Pact with
22 More Producers
Hollywood, Feb. 5.—John Dales,

Jr., executive .secretary of the Screen
Actors Guild (AFL), reports that
during the last few weeks, the Guild
has signed union shop contracts with
22 more production companies. Twelve
are primarily television film com-
panies.

Regular theatrical film companies
included Encore Films, Samuel Fuller
Productions, G-H Productions, Paul
F. Heard, Joseph Kaufman, Walter
Lantz Productions, Mutual Pictures
of California, all in Hollywood, and
Ted Baldwin, Centaur Productions
and Palisades Productions, (New
York).

Television film companies signing
the Guild contract were Allegro Pic-
tures, Jimmie Allen Enterprises, Com-
modore Productions and Artists, Inc.,

Donlevy Development Co., Fantasy
Films, Sam Kerner Productions,
Krasne - Gross - Dewitt, Landmark
Productions, Mark VII Productions,
Scripture Films, Visual Drama, all in

Hollywood, and Times Square Pro-
ductions, New York.

WLW-TVinNew Deal
For Foreign Films
CiNCiNNATL Feb. 5.—A new pur-

chase of foreign films, including "Open
City" and "Paisan," was concluded
here by John T. Murphy, vice-presi-
dent in charge of television operations
for Crosley Broadcasting Corp.
The films—the distribution rights of

some are owned by Joseph Burstyn

—

also include "The Quiet One," "The
Battle of Rails" and "Forgotten Vil-
lage.

Hyams Heads New Firm
J. S. (Jerry) Hyams, former vice-

president in charge of sales of Com-
monwealth Films and TV, has been
named president of Hygo Television
Films, Inc., formed this week here.

TV PRODUCERS»
LAB. SERVICE
Original Reversal Developinpr

Reversal Work Prints from Positives
Fine Grain Negatives from Original

Reversals
VIDEO FILM LABORATORIES
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HISTORICALLY, OUR INDUSTRY LIVES IN THE PRESENT. SELDOM DO WE
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.
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Insider

Outlook
By RED KANN
ELLIS ARNALL abandoned the

leather glove for bare knuckles

when he charged '"collusive prac-

tices are beginning to dominate the

market with respect to competitive

bidding. . . and. . . circuit monop-
olies 'wink' at one another when
bidding for pictures." These alle-

gations crop up with some regular-

ity in conversation, but this is the

first time they grace the permanent
record via an executive as highly

placed as the president of the So-

ciety of Independent M. P. Produc-
ers. If exhibitors are seething,

they're exercising a form of self-

control not hitherto suspected. . . .

In this day of theatre divorceinent

and monopoly breakups, it is inter-

esting to note as few as 70 indepen-

dent and circuit exhibitors repre-

sented as many as 9,500 theatres

at TOA's recent meeting in Los
Angeles. If the dope is wrong,
blame Charlie Skouras. He said it

in the first place. . . . Now it's Mil-

waukee which is threatened with

a release system similar to Chi-

cago's under the Jackson Park de-

cree. Eric, where are vou ?

They used to close down bur-

lesque houses for pulling the kind

of "blue" material Tallulah Bank-
head used on "The Big Show'' the

other Sunday. . . . Allied no like

TOA's move to go rugged individ-

ualist with its own campaign to

repeal the Federal admission tax.

Asks w^hat's COMPO for? Others
ask if this is the time, with or with-

out COMPO. . . . New York ex-

hibitors are very pleased with the

upbeat in their public relations.

More pleasing here would have
been wider public recognition of

Lynn Farnol who spearheaded the

job. . . . Al Schwalberg rewriting

Nick Schenck : "The bromide that

there is nothing wrong with the

industry that good films cannot

cure is fallacious." . . . How's with
Paramount and United Paramount?
Barney Balaban says like a "di-

vorced couple who didn't speak to

each other." . . . Competitive eyes

are scanning Universal's sharp
business upbeat for deductions and
conclusions which will help them
do likewise. They hope. . . . The
Department of Justice which has
been investigating and investigat-

ing is about to find out how it feels.

If you live long enough—

.

ecr ee for

Loew's Wins

Court Okay
The Loew's consent decree aimed

at divorcing the company's produc-

tion and exhibition holdings into

two separate companies was ap-
proved here by the three-judge New
York statutory court yesterday.

Signing of the document came after

there was no response to a question
from the bench as to whether there

were any objections to the decree, key
provisions of which call for outright
divestiture of 24 theatres in two years
and conditional divestiture of almost
50 theatres.

Other provisions in the judgment
iContinued on page 5)

U. K. Theatres Close
For Death of King
London Feb. 6.— All the-

atres throughout the country
were closed today following
the death of King George VL
They will reopen tomorrow
but will be closed again on
the day of the King's funeral
until 6:00 P.M.

All transmitters of the Brit-
ish Broadcasting Co. were
shut down today, also, except
for broadcasting of major
news bulletins.

Arnall Seen Taking

U. S. Price Post

Studios Producing

At Maximum, TOA
Seminar Reveals

Washington, Feb. 6.—Ellis G. Ar-
nall, president of the Society of Inde-
pendent Motion Picture Producers, has
reportedly changed his mind and
agreed to take the job of the govern-
ment's Price Stabilizer.

Only yesterday, it was reported that
Arnall had turned down the post. Ac-
cording to the latest word, however,

(.Continued on page 5)

Hollywood's studios are turning out

at present the maximum number of

pictures possible with the facilities,

skills and technical advantages avail-

able to them, Gael Sullivan, executive
' director of Theatre Owners of Amer-
ica, reported here yesterday following
his arrival from the Coast, where
TOA's board met last week.

Sullivan said this was brought out
during the exhibitor-producer seminar
which was held in conjunction with the
board meeting. The production execu-
tives who attended the round-table
parley gave it as their answer to ex-

(,Continued on page 4)

TOA Says Its Arbitration

Plan Jibes With Allied ^s

Allied's all-inclusive plan of industry arbitration closely resembles the
Theatre Owners of America's, it was disclosed here yesterday by a
TOA spokesman. He said that the two organizations have a "common
meeting ground" on the subject.

Set News Publishers'

Pro-Industry Meet

A conference of all Connecticut daily

newspaper publishers and representa-
tives of all branches of the film indus-
try with a view to bringing about an
improvement in the motion picture
business in that state has been indi-

cated for the near future.

This was reported here yesterday by
industry representatives who met in

Hartford on Tuesday with Francis
Aiurphy, publisher of the Hartford
Times, and indicated he will call the
meet. Industry representatives from

(.Continued on page 5)

It also became clear yesterday that
now that Allied had made known the
contents of its plan, distribution soon
would arrange to call an all-industry
conference to determine if a system of
industry arbitration could be estab-
lished to the satisfaction of exhibition
and distribution.

TOA meanwhile continued to with-
hold the specific details of the arbitra-
tion plan which was approved last

week by the organization's board at
a meeting on the Coast.
The TOA spokesman who indicated

there was close resemblance between
the Allied and TOA plans said TOA
takes the position that certain aspects
of the film rental problems lend them-
selves to arbitration. He illustrated
what he meant thus : if an exhibitor

( Continued on page 4)

Allied Wants
All-Industry

Tax Campaign
Snaper Named to Succeed
Rembusch as Allied Head

Washington, Feb. 6.—The Al-
lied States Association board today
resolved that any campaign for

Federal admission tax repeal should
be an all-indus-

try one, carried

on through the

Council of Mo-
tion Picture Or-
ganizations, and
instructed Al-
lied's delegates

to COMPO to

urge the imme-
diate start of a
tax-repeal cam-
paign.

At the con-
cluding session

of its two-day
mid-winter
meeting at the

Statler Hotel here the board also
elected Wilbur Snaper to succeed

( Continued on page 4)

Wilbur Snaper

PCA Refutes Wyler

On Code Changes

Hollywood, Feb. 6.—The Produc-
tion Code Administration today re-
versed a long standing policy toward
Code critics by challenging William
Wyler's widely publicized assertion
that the Code is "due for revision"
to meet "demand for mature pictures."
PCA staff spokesman Jack Vizzard
said, "It is difficult to see how Wyler,
who is unquestionably a great direc-
tor, has been hurt or seriously inhib-
ited by the Code. He directed 'The

(Continued on page 5)

FTC Attacks Long
Term Film Ad Deals

Washington. Feb. 6.—The Federal
Trade Commission today charged the
A. V. Cauger Service, Inc. of Inde-
pendence, Mo.—one of the nation's
largest distributors of advertising films
—with making unlawful exclusive-
screening contracts with motion pic-
ture theatres.

The comi)laint alleges that the firm
sells, leases or rents commercial films

(Continued on page S)
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Personal MentionWilliamson
WinsWB Drive

W. O. Williamson, Jr., Warner's

Soutiieastern district manager, is the

winner of the company's 1951 sales

drive, it was announced here yesterday

by Ben Kalmenson. distribution vice-

president. Williamson also won last

vear's drive.

Haskel Masters, Canadian district

manager, won second place; Doak

Roberts, Southwestern district mana-

ger, was third, and Hall Walsh,

Prairie district manager, was fourth.

Branch manager winners, who were

divided into four competitive ex-

change groups, are: Group A: Ed
Williamson, Dallas, first; P. R. De-

Fazio, Washington, second ;
A. Shmit-

ken, San Francisco, third; Jack Kal-

menson, Pittsburgh, fourth. Group B :

G. Livingston, Charlotte, first; I.

Coval, Toronto ; R. lannuzzi, Atlanta
;

R. H. Dunbar, Jacksonville. Group

C: E. A. Bell, Denver, first; Lester

Bona, St. Louis; Nat Marcus, Mil-

waukee; V. Stewart, Seattle. Group

D: M. Saifer, Calgary, first; G.

Kiely, Montreal ; F. Davis, Winnipeg

;

F. j". Hannon, Omaha, fourth.

In the Vitaphone contest, comprising

short subjects, Warner Pathe News
and trailers, prize winning branches

follow : Group A : San Francisco,

first; Dallas, second; Washington,

third. Group B : Charlotte, first

;

Jacksonville, second; Atlanta, third.

Group C: Denver, first; Seattle, sec-

ond; Salt Lake City, third. Group
D; Calgary, first; Omaha, second;

Vancouver, third.

Denies Majors' Bid to

Dismiss Cinema Suit
Denver, Feb. 6.—Judge Lee Knous

denied a motion by defendants RKO,
Loew's and 20th Century-Fox to dis-

miss the suit by Cinema Amusements
for $1,000,000 damages because of al-

leged inability to get proper runs and

films for 69 weeks in 1945-45. The
motion was made after Cinema rested

its case.

The case continues Thursday in

U. S. District Court here with the de-

fendants starting their evidence. Judge
also decided to leave in testimony re-

ferring to other distributors which de-

fendants had asked to have stricken

out.

To Aid in Kramer Suit
Hollywood, Feb. 6.—Motion Pic-

ture Industry Council president Allen

Rivkin last night revealed the appoint-

ment of Roy Brewer,- Gunther Les-

sing, I. E. Chadwick, Mendel Silber-

berg, Arthur Freed, Bert Allenberg,

with others to be named later, to a

sub-committee to provide support and
counsel to Stanley Krainer in his suit

against the Wage Earners Committee.

'Greatest Show' on Coast
Cecil B. DeMille's "The Greatest

Show On Earth," Paramount, will

have its special West Coast pre-re-

lease opening on Feb. 21 at the

Orpheum Theatre in downtown Los
Angeles and at Warner's Beverly
Hills Theatre.

GEORGE L. CARRINGTON,
president of the Altec compa-

nies, has arrived here from the Coast.
•

Robert H. Winters, Canadian
Minister of Resources and Develop-

ment and in charge of the National

Film Board of Canada, has returned

to Ottawa from Hollywood.
•

George Minter, head of Renov^ai

Pictures, was in New York yesterday

on a brief stopover en route to Lon-
don from South America.

•

Felix Jacoves, formerly with War-
ned Brothers, will shortly join the

Jay Garon-Brooke Agency as head of

the drama department.
•

Mrs. a. W. Schwalberg, the for-

mer Carmel Myers, will have pub-

lished this week a book she has writ-

ten entitled, "Don't Think About It."

•

Bill Dock of the Florida State

Theatres in Miami became a father

with the birth of a daughter to Mrs.
Dock recently.

•

Sir Philip Warter, chairman of

Associated British Picture Corp., ar-

rived here yesterday from London for

a visit of two or three weeks.

Lou Smith to Direct
'Movietime' on Coast
Lou Smith, until recently Holly-

wood studio publicity director of Col-

umbia Pictures, has been engaged to

handle the Hollywood phase of fu-

ture "Movietime, U. S. A." tours, it

was announced here yesterday by Ar-
thur L. Mayer, executive vice-presi-

dent of the Council of Motion Picture

Organizations.
Robert J. O'Donnell, national direc-

tor of the "Movietime" campaign,
made arrangements with Smith by
long distance telephone to Mexico City

where Smith was stopping en route

to South America on an extended va-
cation. Smith, who departed for South
America on Monday, will cut short

his trip and return to Hollywood to

begin his new obligations there on
March 1.

Lardner, Scott Suit
Begins on Coast
Los Angeles, Feb. 6.—Federal

Judge Benjamin Harrison and a jury

has begun hearing evidence in the

long-standing case of Ring Lardner,

Jr. and Adrian Scott against 20th

Century-Fox and RKO Radio, respec-

tively, for salaries lost when their

contracts were canceled.

Both were members of the "Holly-
wood 10" who in 1947 declined to

testify before the House Committee
on Un-American Activities. RKO is

being sued for $70,000 and 20th-Fox
for $20,000.

'Vadis' to Toronto Feb. 13
Toronto, Feb. 6.—After a number

of delays, one due to the lengthy
trolley strike, "Quo 'Vadis" has been
set to open Feb. 13 at Loew's Theatre
here.

1 OSEPH SCHENCK, executive

J head of production of 20th Cen-

tury-Fox, is in New York from the

Coast.
•

Guthrie F. Crowe, president of the

Kentucky Association of Theatre

Owners, Louisville, who is also State

Police Commissioner and a lawyer and

legislative representative, now emerges

as a newspaper cartoonist, a large dis-

play of his drawings having appeared

recently in the Louisville Courier-

Journal.
•

Harold Wirthwein, Monogram-
Allied Artists Western sales mana-
ger, Jias postponed a projected trip to

Kansas City because of an eye ail-

ment.
•

George Gammel, president of Mo-
tion Picture Theatre Owners of New
York, Western zone, will leave for a

Florida vacation at the end of the

month. •

Walt Disney has been awarded the

decoration of "Officer d'Academie"
by France for his "contribution to edu-

cation and knowledge."
•

Herbert Philbrick is now associ-

ated with the advertising department
of the N.ew York Herald-Tribune.

AFL Renews Attack
On Admission Tax
Miami Beach, Feb. 6—Removal of

the Federal excise levy on amusements
was called for at the closing session of

the mid-winter meeting of the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor's executive
council. The council also demanded
removal of the excise levies on com-
munications and transportation. The
AFL's attitude is that these levies fall

heaviest on those least able to pay
them, and "have a strangling effect

on business."

The AFL became interested in the
repeal of the amusement tax at the
instigation of Richard Walsh, presi-
dent of the lATSE, who took the
matter to the executive council at the
mid-winter meeting last year. Walsh
attended this week's sessions.

Froman in Florida P.A.'s
Miami, Fla., Feb. 6.—Jane Fro-

man, whose life is depicted in 20th
Century-Fox's film, "With A Song
in My Heart", will be on hand here
for personal appearances at the film's

world-premiere on Feb. 21 at 'the
Carib, Miami and Miracle theaters.
"Wometco Theaters also has a tenta-
tive promise irom Susan Hayward,
who plays the Froman role, to fly
here for the opening.

Hear Wolfson and Levy
San Francisco, Feb. 6—All exhibi-

tors of Northern California were in-

vited to a joint luncheon-meeting con-
ducted at the St. Francis Hotel here
yesterday by the California Theatres
Association and the Independent Thea-
tre Owners of Northern California.

Mitchell Wolfson and Herman Levy,
president and general counsel, respec-
tively, of the Theatre Owners of

America, addressed the gathering.

Wage Boost to

D.C. Operators
Washington, Feb. 6.—A new con-

tract giving Washington projection-

ists a sizeable wage increase has been

submitted to the Wage Stabilization

Board for approval, according to A.
Julian Brylawski, president of the

Theatre Owners of Metropolitan
Washington.

Brylawski refused to say how large

an increase was provided, but it must
be more than 10 per cent above Jan-
uary, 1950 levels, since Wage Board
rules permit smaller boosts to go into

effect without application to the

Board.
Another feature . of the contract,

slated to run for three years, would
permit only one operator, instead of

two, in cases where subsequent-run
theatres of under 1,000 seats use safety
film.

Brylawski also revealed five other
new contracts, ail providing wage in-

creases. One three-year contract with
downtown Baltimore projectionists

would give a 10 per cent pay boost over
the three years—five per cent after
the first year, three per cent for the
second and two per cent for the third.

The other contracts, all two-year ones,

are with Baltimore stagehands, Balti-
more and Washington theatre en-
gineers and operators and stagehands
in Frederick, Md. none of the five

needs Wage Board approval and all

will go into effect this month.

No Change in Rank's
Overseas Set-Up
London, Feb. 6.—Yesterday's trade

gossip here, occasioned by announce-
ment of John Davis's protracted ex-
cursion for the J. Arthur Rank Organ-
ization into the export markets under
the supervision of Ferdinand West,
Rank's foreign manager, was quieted
today.

Davis took off by plane on his round-
the-world trip accompanied by official

assurances that it is a goodwill ges-
ture on his part in personally con-
tacting Rank's overseas associates,
with West keeping his present post.

U, A. Adds Prints of
New Queen's Film
With England's new Queen Eliza-

beth returning from Africa to her
throne. United Artists' "Royal Jour-
ney," the color film account of her
recent visit to Canada and the United
States, is attracting added interest

among exhibitors.

A doubled print order has been
placed to meet exhibitor demands,
U. A. revealed here yesterday.

Reels on King's
Death Out Today
Footage on the death of King

George is being rushed by airmail to-

day to theatres throughout the country

by the five major newsreels. The reels

were going out a day ahead of sched-

ule as a pre-release. The companies
worked through last night getting the

footage ready.
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Allied Wants
{Continued from page 1)

Truenian T. Rembusch as president of

national Allied. Snaper, New Jersey
exhibitor and president of Allied The-
atre Owners of Xew Jersey, will have

a one-year term, starting immediately.

Other new Allied officers chosen to-

day were Ben Alarcus, treasurer, and
John Wolfljerg, secretary. Abram F.

Myers was reelected general counsel

and chairman of the board and Stan-

ley Kane was renamed recording sec-

retary.

The board today also decided to re-

vitalize the National Film Committee,
center it in New York, and refer all

film rental problems to it for working
out with the distributors.

Snaper was originally reported re-

luctant to take time off from his busi-

ness for the chores going with the

Allied presidenc)', but was finally pre-

vailed on to take the post.

Niles Chosen

Charles Niles was chosen the new
chairman of the Allied Caravan com-
mittee, succeeding Colonel H. A.
Cole. Other members of the commit-
tee will be Rembusch, Rubin Shor, and
Leo Jones.

Allied's representatives on
COMPO's executive committee were
named as follows : Rembusch, Cole,

Nathan Yamins. Snaper, Lauritz Gar-
man, Benjamin Berger, Abe Beren-
son and Allen Johnson.
On the admission tax, Alyers said,

the board felt very strongly that any
campaign to repeal the ta.x, in order

to be successful, must enlist the sup-

port of all members of tlie industry,

and therefore should be an all-indus-

try campaign, with COMPO the logi-

cal agency to carry it on. Allied's rep-

resentatives to the COMPO meeting
in New York late this month will urge
COMPO to start such a campaign
immediately.
Some key Allied officials admitted

privately that they did not think there

was much chance of getting the tax

taken off this year, but pointed out

that a good campaign needs a lot of

spadework and that ft might be wise

to get started immediately on a tax-

repeal campaign in order to improve
chances of having the tax removed in

some later year.

Lengthy Discussion

A lengthy discussion of distributor

rental policies and print shortages

ended rather inconclusively. The board
decided to take no action on print

shortages at this time, expressing the

hope that the matter could be solved

through the arbitration plan proposed
yesterday. That plan proposed arbi-

trating shortages, among other things.

The board decided the best solution

to the rental problem would be to re-

vitalize the National Film Committee.
Myers pointed out members of this

committee have been widely separated

from a geographic point of view, and
that this has been a considerable

barrier to the effective operation of

the committee. Snaper was empow-
ered, he said, to change the make-up
of the committee however he sees fit,

and will probably name new members
from the East Coast and center the

committee's operations in New York
where it can act very closely with the

distributors.

Specifically referred to the commit-
tee for further work was the "parti-

cipating partnership percentage plan"

of Allied Theatres of Michigan. As
now drawn up, this plan is little more
than a broad outline of end-goals

Allied Arbitration Plants

Concluding Highlights

The background of the Allied States arbitration plan, prepared by its

general counsel, Abram F. Myers, and approved by the Allied board of

directors in Washington on Tuesday, together with the highlights of its pro-

lisions concerning arbitration of film rentals, awards of monetary damages m
complaints involving anti-trust viola-

tions, and arbitration of competitive

bidding and runs Zi'cre published in

^loTiON Picture Daily yesterday.

Follonnng are highlights of Allied's

proposals for arbitration of^ the re-

maining matters included in its plan—
clearance and prints, forcing of prints

and setting of admission prices, con-

tract rights, and the proposed machin-

ery for operating the system.

Clearance and Prints : Arbitration

of clearance disputes was generally

satisfactory under the 1940 -consent

decree and everyone agrees that clear-

ance is a proper subject for arbitra-

tion, Myers said. He added, however,

that the matter has been complicated

in recent years by the "distributors'

manipulation of prints." He charged

that prints are first allocated in some
territories to theatres paying the high-

est rentals, wholly without regard to

the location of theatres or the amount
of competition between them. He said

the print problem could be corrected

by the arbitration clearance awards.

To arbitrate clearance, Myers said,

the industry would merely have to

make minor amendments in Chapter

VHI of the 1940 consent decree. The
main question continues to be whether

the clearance is reasonable or unrea-

sonable, he maintained, adding that

the factors for determining this ques-

tion should be those set forth by Jus-

tice Douglas in the Paramount case

decision.

Forcing of Pictures and Setting

of Admissions Prices: Myers point-

ed out that both these practices are

condemned by the Paramount case de-

crees and that arbitration would be

"an auxiliary enforcement procedure."

Contract Rights: Myers said arbi-

tration is "especially adapted" to the

settlement of contract disputes, such

as the correct interpretation of a con-

tract clause over clearance or whether
the exhibitor is entitled to a picttire

that is withheld.

In outlining Allied's plan for

mechanical organization of the
system, Myers said "It would
be foolish to commit the indus-
try to an elaborate, expensive
arbitration system under the
management of the American
Arbitration Association, such as
was employed under the con-
sent decree of Nov. 20, 1940."

Allied's plan calls for an arbitration

tribunal, to be administered by a local

committee, in each film exchange cen-
ter. The committee would consist of

representatives of the distributors.

designated by them, and of the ex-

hibitors, designated by the local or

regional exhibitor association or asso-

ciations operating in the area.

The actual arbitration would
be by three-man boards with a
different board for each case.

One member would be chosen
by the complainant, one by the
respondent, and a third by the
other two members.

Committee members, as distinct

from the arbitrators, would serve

without .pay and would perform much
the same duties as performed by sec-

retaries of the local tribunals under
the 1940 consent decree—they would
receive complaints, mail copies to the

affected parties, fix a time and place

for the hearing and arrange for a
record of the hearings.

Myers said several exhibitors had
suggested the parties to each arbitra-

tion proceeding bear the expenses,
with either the loser paying all costs

or the costs being apportioned among
the parties as under the consent de-
cree. These exhibitors are opposed to

boards wholly supported by the dis-

tributors, he added. "This would en-
tail the adoption of a schedule of

costs for the various steps in a pro-
ceeding, calculated, in the aggregate,
to cover all expenses," he said.

The procedure in selecting arbitrat-

ors and conducting the hearings
should be "so informal and simple"
that all but the most important and
difficult cases can be conducted with-
out employing lawyers on either side,

Myers stated.

A different situation would
apply if damages were arbitrat-
ed, Myers admitted. In such
cases, he said, legal representa-
tion would be needed.

In general, the rules for arbitration
proceedings could be patterned after
those approved by the District Court
and used in the 1940 decree, Myers
said.

While Myers original draft did not
take any stand on an appeals board
to review awards of the local boards,
the Allied board approved proposing
such a procedure to the distributors.

Myers noted that arguments for such
a board are that it would establish
precedents leading to uniform deci-
sions in the various territories

;

against the board, it is argued there
would be more expense and delay.

which would give both distributor and
exhibitor fair treatment. Myers said

the committee would attempt to work
out a formula to implement the Mich-
igan plan, and would also discuss the
plan with distributors. All other sug-
gestions for increasing exhibitor in-

centive to push pictures will also be
handled through the revitalized film

committee, he indicated.

Snaper said he would either per-
.sonally take the chairmanship of the
committee or would "work very close-

ly with it."

TOA Says
(Continued from page 1)

who had been paying a distributor 35
per cent for film discontinued the busi-
ness relationship, only to return to it

to find that 40 per cent was asked,
the exhibitor would have good grounds
to ask that arbitration be employed to
determine if the higher rental was
justified.

The Allied plan, as reported by
Motion Picture Daily yesterday, has
"cleared the fog" of conjecture that
preceded its disclosure by Abram F.

Myers, Allied general counsel, at the
Allied board meeting in Washington
Tuesday, it was stated here in distri-

bution circles. Distributor spokesmen
said the companies "certainly" will call

an all-industry arbitration conference,
but doubt was expressed that the dis-

tributors would be amenable to arbi-

tration of rentals.

TOA executives are expected to

hold a press conference here early
next week, at which time the details

of the TOA plan may be revealed.

Allied Plan's Teeth
Are Sharp on 'Runs'

In proposals dealing with the arbi-

tration of runs, the Allied States plan
suggests that if a board makes a run
award in favor of a complainant, it

should be empowered to prohibit the

distributor for a number of years from
licensing its pictures on the run in

question to the exhibitor then enjoy-
ing the run, or to order the company
to license the complainant for a period
of years a specified number of per-
centage of its features on the desired
run.

The plan concedes there would have

Albany TOA Meet to

Highlight Practices

Albany, Feb. 6.—Area industry

problems, including "the forced sale of

shorts and features, the inaccuracies

in the blind-checking of the Willmark
organization," and "the one-third re-

duction in film delivery service or the
alternative of a 10 per cent increase

in costs," will be discussed at a joint

meeting of the board of directors and
the general membership of the Albany
Theatre Owners of America in the
group's offices here next Wednesday
afternoon. Executive director Lewis
A. Sumberg outlined the agenda in a
letter to all theatre owners of the ex-
change district.

Other subjects to be considered are:
The closing of some exchanges on
Sunday, which allegedly has resulted
in "undue hardship on many exhibitors
in the circuiting of prints" ; the lack
of an adequate number of prints, and
legislation pending on Capitol Hill.

Studios Producing
(Continued from page 1)

hibitor appeals for more product.
Suggestions regarding the titling of

films and the need for new, young act-

ing talent were received appreciatively

by the production representatives, Sul-
livan said.

Sullivan described the board meet-
ing as "the most successful we have
ever had." He said that although
"everyone spoke his piece," including
representatives of "grass roots" ex-
hibitors who had mainfested dissidence

at the TOA convention here last fall, a
spirit of unity of purpose prevailed
at the board meeting.

Mitchell Wolfson, TOA president,

next week will name the committee
which will draw up the organization's
plans for a campaign to win repeal
of the 20 per cent Federal admission
tax, Sullivan indicated.

to be safeguards to protect the dis-

tributor from being required to sup-
ply films on the exhibitor's terms and
that if the distributor did not feel the
terms offered were fair, he could re-

fuse to license the films until the arbi-
tration board fixed a fair rental.
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Says Yearly Rental

Loss Is $20,000,000

Washington, Feb. 6.— Bar-

ney Balaban, president of

Paramount Pictures, told the

Federal Communications
Commission today that the

industry loses $20,000,000 a

year in film rentals. He said

that the money is "stolen" at

the box office and that hun-

dreds of thousands of dollars

are recovered each year

through a recount.

Balaban Would Sell

To All 3 TV Media

FTC Attacks
{Continued from page 1)

Washington, Feb. 6—Paramount

president Barney Balaban was ques-

tioned at length today by Federal

Communications Commission counsel

Frederick Ford on what his company's

policies would be in selling pictures

for television use. Balaban told FCC
hearing examiner Leo Resnick that

Paramount "would do what was right"

in discharging its responsibility to the

three television media—theatre televi-

sion, scrambled or pay-as-you-see tele-

vision, and free television. He said

the "yardstick" for determining the

sale of pictures to the three media

would be the "practical and economic

factors involved" and that if a picture

is sold at a price a sponsor can't pay

it would then have to be bought by a

paying audience.

Much of Ford's questioning was
devoted to Paramount' s relationship

with DuMont. Balaban outlined a

proposal he had made to Dr. Allen B.

DuMont some years ago, asking that

DuMont enter into an affiliated part-

nership arrangement with Paramouiit

similar to those the company had with

its theatres before divorcement. Du-
Mont would retain its independence

and Paramount would supply pro-

gramming advice and service. He
had "pleaded" with DuMont, Balaban

related, and had done "everything I

could to get that thought across, but

that was the last I heard." Wit-
nesses for DuMont testified earlier in

the first phase of the hearing that Par-

amount had never offered any assist-

ance in programming.
Stanton Griffis, retiring chairman of

Paramount Pictures' executive com-
mittee, will be the first witness at

tomorrow's session of the FCC's
catch-all hearing, currently going into

the question of Paramount's fitness as

a television station licensee.

to advertisers of various commodities

and arranges to have them shown in

theatres with which it has screening

contracts. Under these contracts, Cau-

ger is given the exclusive right to

show its ad films for a period of two
years, in return for a stipulated pay-

ment, according to the Commission.

The FTC added that as a result of

of restrictions in the agreements, ad-

vertisers who have sought to obtain

film advertising through other distribu-

tors have been forced to place their

business with Cauger or forego the-

atre advertising.

Agreements Provide

The FTC said the agreements pro-

vide that after the two-year screening

period has expired, it may be extended

for additional one-year periods unless

terminated by either side.

In November, 1950, the Commission
ordered four other advertising film

companies to discontinue exclusive

screening contracts "similar to those

nvolved in the Cauger complaint."

The orders in those cases prohibit dis-

tributors from entering into such

agreements with theatres if they run
for more than a year. The legality

of the Commission's order as applied

to existing contracts has just been
argued in Circuit Court and a decision

is expected shortly.

The FTC complaint says the

Cauger contracts constitute unfair

competition in violation of the FTC
Act, tend to prevent competition and
restrain trade, and in some areas of

the U. S. to give the firm a monopoly
in the sale, lease, rental and distribu-

tion of advertising films.

Cauger has 20 days to answer. A
hearing is tentatively slated for March
19 in Independence, under FTC hear

ing examiner Frank Hier.

Arnall Seen
{Continued from page 1)

President Truman put increased pres

sure on tlie former Georgia Governor,
and he has now accepted. President

Truman is expected to announce the

appointment tomorrow or Friday.

Hollywood, Feb. 6.—Whether Ellis

Arnall chooses to take a leave of ab-

sence or completely sever his associa

tion with the Society of Independent
Motion Picture Producers during his

tenure in a government post is entirely

up to him, Gunther Lessing, SIMPP
board chairman, said today.

If Arnall chooses the former, Less
ing most likely would assume the bulk
of Arnall's duties. If he resigns,

SIMPP would seek a successor.

Pro-Industry Meet
{Continued from page 1)

here who met with Murphy were

:

Robert W. Coyne and Charles E. Mc-
Carthy of the Council of Motion Pic-

ture Organizations ; Arthur DeBra
and Alfred Corwin of the Motion Pic-

ture Association of America ; Oscar
Doob and Ernest Emerling of Loew's,
and Ed Sullivan of 2'Oth Century-Fox.
At the meeting also were numerous
Connecticut exhibitor leaders, headed
by Harry Shaw, Loew's district man-
ager in that state. The meeting was
called by the Times publisher with a
view to help the film business, it was
said.

Murphy is said to have assured the

industry representatives that his paper,
which is one of the Gannett chain, was
anxious to increase space devoted to

industry news so as to provide more
publicity favorable to the industry.

Reagan's Wife Must
Sell Theatre Interest

Under an amendment of the
Loew's consent decree, made
public here yesterday, Mrs.
Charles M. Reagan, wife of

the M-G-M sales executive,

must sell her Loew's theatre
holdings in Denver and In-

dianapolis within three years.

Phillip Marcus, of the anti-

trust division of the Depart-
ment of Justice, said the
holdings consisted of some
four or five theatres.

Loew's Decree

New Sign Points to

End of Color Ban

Harvey Raises Stars
For Video Issue
San Francisco, Feb. 6.—The ques-

tion of whether theatres should book
films which feature stars who have
appeared on home television is raised

by Rotus Harvey, president of the

Western Theatre Owners, in his col-

umn, "One Man's Opinion," in the

WTO Digest.

The TV issue was one of many
listed by Harvey in his article, which
called the current year "S" year

—

" 'S' for Survival—for the industry."

Washington, Feb. 6—Theatre tele

vision spokesmen here are highly op

timistic over an early end of the

government's ban on color television,

which has been interpreted to include

large-scale color TV.
The Motion Picture Association of

America and the National Exhibitors

Theatre Television Committee had
asked the National Production Au-
thority to exempt theatre TV from
the color ban, or to grant the indus

try a conference on the subject, in

advance of Friday's NPA conference
with television set manufacturers to

discuss possible changes in the color

order. The government has been
urged by several sources to lift the

order banning color TV and keep con-
trols only through material allotments,

permitting the manufacturers to use
their limited allotments for whatever
end products they want.

No Time

It was learned today that NPA
officials have told the MPAA and
NETTC that there is not time to

meet with them before Friday, but

that in any event they thought the

theatre TV interests might be very
satisfied with the results of the Fri

day meeting, and might feel then that

there was no longer any reason for a

meeting with the NPA. "We can in

terpret that in only one way," a
theatre TV spokesman said today
"NPA is planning to lift the order.

Expect List of FCC Hearing
Witness to Be Revised

Washington, Feb. 6—The Motion
Picture Association of America and
the National Exhibitors Theatre Tele-
vision Committee will probably file

with the Federal Communications
Commission next week a revised list

of witnesses for the theatre television

hearings, and will in all likelihood file

still another revised list just before
the hearings open on March 10.

A spokesman said the two groups
felt they owed it to the FCC to give

it the latest information possible on

who was going to testify. "The struc

ture of the subjects we will cover will

remain much the same, but the wit-

ness list is changing every hour,'

he declared.

Johnston Is Host
Hollywood, Feb. 6.—Eric Johnston

president of the Motion Picture Asso-
ciation of America, was host to major
studio heads at an informal dinner at

the Beverly 'Hills Hotel here last

night.

{Continued from page 1)

which marks the last of the five the-

atre-owning companies agreeing to

consent decrees since the so-called

Paramount case in 1938 are

:

Divorcement to be completed in two
years unless allocation of debt among
the new companies prevents refinanc-

ing during that time, in which case

the court could grant an additional

three years and appoint half of Loew's
board during that period.

The corporate reorganization plan

to be submitted to Loew's stockhold-

ers and approved within the next 120
days.

Trade Practice Provisions

Restrictive trade practice provisions

similar to those in previous film con-
sent decrees.

Presiding at the hearing were Jus-
tices Augustus N. Hand, Henry W.
Goddard and Alfred Coxe. Phillip

Marcus, Harold Lasser and Maurice
Silverman, of the anti-trust division of

the Department of Justice, represented
the government. Present for Loew's
were J. Robert Rubin, vice-president,

and Benjamin Melniker, of the legal

department.
United Artists Theatre Circuit,

which must end its joint interest in

theatres with Loew's by the end of this

month, was represented by Hazard
Gillespie, of the John Davis law firm.

PCA Refutes Wyler
{Continued from page 1)

Best Years of Our Lives,' which was
the most richly rewarded film in re-

cent times, walking off with nine
Academy 'Oscars.'

"Apparently he wasn't too much
under wraps there. He directed 'De-
tective Story,' now among leading
Academy contenders on several counts,

;

and the trade is awaiting the release

of his latest effort, 'Carrie,' which was
passed by the Code and concerning
which Wyler says he had no difficulty

with PCA."
Vizzard went on, "In the past 24

months Hollywood has had a continu-
ous flow of conspicuously adult films.

Pictures like 'Born Yesterday,' 'Street-

car Named Desire,' 'Place in the Sun,'
'Death of a Salesman,' 'The Prowler,'
'Sunset Boulevard,' 'All About Eve,'
which speak eloquently for the liberal-

ism of the Code. And in the recent
past there have been films like

'Johnny Belinda,' 'Letter to Three
Wives' and 'Voice of the Turtle.'
What's immature about those pic-
tures ?"

_
Vizzard said the PCA staff" con-

siders it generous of Wyler to point
out the Code is not being applied
blindly, but feels, however, the Code
document itself suft'ers unearned dam-
age when subjected to ill-founded
criticism.

AFM Convention Set
The American Federation of Musi-

cians will hold its annual convention
the week of June 9 in Santa Barbara,
Cal.

/ DID THE HIGHLY PRAISED

DUBBING
FROM SPANrSH TO ENGLrSH ON THE 10
REEL "LOYOLA" (THE SOLDIER SAINT)
WITH MY WORD INDICATING SYSTEM &
SPECIAL LANGUAGE SYNCHRONIZERS.
MICHAEL HOFFMAN, DUBBING EXPERT.
489 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK. MU 2-7486
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Arbitration
Meet Decision

A Month Away
Company Lawyers Due to

Draft Distribution Plan

The consensus in the industry

here appears to be that it will be

at least a month before exhibition

and distribution both will be pre-

pared to agree on a date for holding

an all-industry conference to discuss

plans for setting up an industry sys-

tem of arbitration.

These events, in the order indicated,

are expected to become the next steps

toward bringing about an all-industry

meeting

:

(1) Copies of Allied States' mem-
orandum outlining that organization's

proposals for arbitration will be pre-

pared under the supervision of Abram
F. Myers, Allied general counsel, to

be sent to distribution attorneys—this

{Continued on page 4)

Theatre Construction Fares Better
With NPA; 41 Applications Okayed
Washington, Feb. 7.—Applications for theatre construction fared

well compared with those for other types of building in the first

quarter, a summary by the National Production Authority shows.
There were 2,458 applications for commercial, religious, recrea-

tional and other non-industrial, non-residential construction in the
first quarter. Of these, 1,901, or about 77.4 per cent were denied.
There were 210 applications for recreational buildings, the report

showed. Of these, 145, or about 69 per cent were denied.
But of 14 applications for "theatres and music halls," only eight,

or 57 per cent, were denied. And of 27 applications for drive-in
theatres, only nine, or about 33 per cent, were turned down.
Of the 18 drive-ins approved, one got a government allotment of

materials, five were ruled exempt from the construction order,
and 12 were okayed because the builders already had the materials
on hand. Of the six theatres and music halls approved, three got
government allotments, two were ruled exempt, and one was ap-
proved as already having the materials on hand.

$3-Million Minimum Cost

OfD. C.-N. Y. Video Link

Arnall Is Appointed

Price Administrator

Washington, Feb. 7.—Ellis Arnall,

president of the Society of Independent

Motion Picture Producers, was nomi-
nated by President Truman today to

be the government's new Price Ad-
ministrator.

Senate Banking Committee Chair-

man Maybank (D., S. C.) said he

would hold hearings on Arnall's nomi-
nation on Monday, with indications

favoring prompt Senate confirmation.

There as no word available here on

how long Arnall would serve in the

new post, nor whether he was resign-

ing or merely obtaining leave from his

SIMPP duties.

E. Pa. Allied Still

Out of Allied States

Washington, Feb. 7.—No ac-

tion on the reinstatement of

Eastern Pennsylvania Allied

was taken by Allied States
board of directors at the an-
nual meeting which ended
here yesterday.

The Eastern Pennsylvania
organization's membership in

national Allied was suspended
last year. Intermittent at-

tempts have been made at re-

instatement since but none
have been successful.

'Round - the - World'

Columbia Sales

Drive Is Underway

All of Columbia Picture's far-flung

resources have been geared to the
company's "Round-The-World" sales,

dating and billings drive, the first such
drive in the company's history to be
conducted on an international scale.

The drive, which will run through
June 26, involves division and branch
managers, salesmen, bookers and office

managers of both Columbia Pictures
and Columbia International.

In the United States, branches will

compete in six groups and divisions

will compete separately within their

respective divisions. The company will

award to the top three division man-
agers and their wives, and to the lead-

ing branch manager and his wife in

each of the six groups, trips abroad
{Continued on page 2)

Johnston Witness in

Scott, Lardner Suit
Hollywood, Feb. 7.—Eric John-

ston, called as a defense witness in

tbe Federal Court suit brought by
Adrian Scott and Ring Lardner, Jr.,

against RKO and 20th Century-Fox,
stemming from their discharge after

refusing to answer Un-American Ac-
tivities committee questions in 1947,

said, "It brought great disrepute to a

large industry that is extremely sensi-

tive to how the public feels. Public
opinion, I felt, was that the picture

(Continned on page 4)

The multi-million dollar propor-
tions of the industry's proposed
inter-city television transmission
set-up was indicated here yesterda}'
by an engineer's estimate of $3,000,000
for a relay network extending from
New York to Washington, D. C.
Under the projected plan, the film

industry would establish and finance
its own inter-city television communi-
cations network.
The engineer, who has worked

closely preparing the industry's bid
on March 10 to the Federal Commun-
ications Commission for channels, said

the $3,000,000 would only take care
of the equipment between the two
points and would not include site

clearances, local loop and other costs.

The New York to Washington net-
work has been envisioned by James
Fly, TV attorney for the Motion
Picture Association of America, as
the first inter-city industry link if the
FCC licenses the requested 10-mega-
cycle channels to the industry. En-
visioned also are terminal points in

Philadelphia and Baltimore.

Hit US - Sponsored
German Newsreels
Washington, Feb. 7.—A special

House Foreign Affairs sub-committee
today criticized Welt-Im Film, the
official U. S. government newsreel in

Germany, and suggested it should be
discontinued and the job left to private
U. S. newsreels.
The six-man sub-committee went to

Germany in November to study con-
ditions there, and today made its re-
port. It said it had heard complaints
from a U. S. newsreel producer that

(.Continued on page 4)

SCTOA Gives

State a Report

On Practices

Investigation Promised
By Attorney General

Los Angeles, Feb. 7.—A special

committee of the Southern Califor-

nia Theatre Owners Association

has turned over to William V.
O'Connor, Chief Deputy Attorney
General of California, a detailed re-

port on exhibition problems and fre-

quently protested trade practices pe-

culiar to this area which exhibitors

maintain are responsible for large

revenue losses being sustained.

The move by the SCTOA
committee brings the entire

distribution-exhibition problem
in Southern California to the
attention of the State's Attor-
ney General with a view to as-

{Ccntinued on page 4)

Para. TV Will Be
Griffis' Interest

Washington, Feb. 7.—Stanton

Griffis, chairman of Paramount Pic-

ture's executive committee, said he
intended to concentrate his future bus-

iness activities on Paramount's tele-

vision program.
Griffis testified at the Federal Com-

munications Commission's catch-all

Paramount hearings. His turn on the

witness stand was sandwiched in be-

tween testimony by Paramount presi-

dent Barney Balaban. Balaban had
been on the stand Monday, Tuesday

{Continued on page 4)

To Cite Industry for

Its Self-Regulation

The industry will be hon-
ored at a luncheon here on
Feb. 13 for its "creative ar-

tistry" and successful "volun-
tary self-regulation," by the
preview committees of 13 na-
tional women's organizations
which participate in publish-
ing "Joint Estimates of Cur-
rent Motion Pictures."

The citation will be re-

ceived by Eric A. Johnston,
president of the Motion Pic-
ture Association of America,
in behalf of the industry.
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'Miracle' Hearing
May Start in April

Washington. Feb. 7.—Argu-
ment before the U. S. Su-
preme Court in "The Miracle"

New York film censorship
case is tentatively set for the

week of March 31. court offi-

cials said. The court granted
the appeal on Monday.

This means the case would
probably be one of the last to

be decided by the High Court
at the current session, which
ends late in June.

Simon Files 5 More

Anti-Trust Suits

Chicago, Feb. 7. — Attorney Sey-
mour Simon filed another batch of

anti-trust suits in Federal District

Court here today.

The five suits were brought by
James R. Butcher and the Mar Thea-
tre, Wilmington, 111. for $585,000.00
treble damages ; Valos circuit's Sun
theatre, Wheaton, 111. and Geneva
Theatre, Geneva, 111. for $480,000 and
$360,000 treble damages respectively

;

Marks Brothers Times theatre, Qii-

cago, for $480,000 treble damages ; and
the Pioneer Amusement Corp. for-

merly operating the Rio theatre, Chi-
cago^ for $360,000 treble damages. All

the suits were against the 8 majors,
Balaban and Katz, Great States and
\\'arner Brothers theatres, with the

exception of the Times and Rio suits

which are against all the aforemen-
tioned but Great States.

Anderson Circuit Named

In the Mar theatre suit the Ander-
son circuit was named as a co-con-
spirator with the defendants in set-

ting up a release system which
brought pictures into their Wilton
theatre, Wilmington, 111. ahead of the

Mar. The same charge is made by
the Geneva theatre against the Ander-
son circuit for getting pictures in St.

Charles, 111. ahead of the Geneva.

Percentage Actions
Vs. Allison, Rivoli

PiTT.siiL-KGJi, Feb. 7.—Raymond .Al-

lison and the Rivoli Theatres Co.
were named as defendants in six per-
centage actions filed here today. Suits

were brought by Paramount, Loew's,
20th Century-Fox, Warner, RKO and
Universal.

James H. Real, PIsq. and James R.
Orr, Esq. of the Pittsburgh law firm

of Reed, .Smith, .Shaw and McClay
represent the distributor, with Sargoy
and Stein of New York of counsel.

'Zapata' Opens to

$11MO at Rivoli
The opening day's gross for 20th

Century-Fox's "Viva Zapata" at the
Rivoli here yesterday was put at

$1 1 ,0W. The management reported
that the gross was better than the
opening day's business of "Davifl and
Bathsheba" last August, which gros-

sed $10,300.

Personal Mention
MARVIN SCHENCK, Loew's

vice-president, is due here from
the Coast Monday.

•

Herbert J. Yates, Republic presi-

dent ; WILLIAM Saal, his assistant,

and Dr. Richard Hageman, newly-
elected director of Trans Globe Films,

will sail from here today for Europe
aboard the .S'. S. America.

•

Charles M. Amory, sales vice-

president of Souvaine Selective Pic-

tures, has returned here from London.
•

Earl Sponable, director of re-

search for 20th Century-Fox, has re-

turned here from Zurich, Switzerland.
•

Nate Blumberg, Universal presi-

dent, is scheduled to leave here for

Hollywood tonight for a lengthy stay.

•

Robert Goldfarb, RKO Radio of-

fice manager here, and his wife, will

leave for Miami over the week-end.
•

Philip Gerard, Eastern publicity

manager of Universal, will return here

from Washington today.
•

Harry Pimstein of RKO Radio's

legal department, will be in Buffalo

from New York on Monday.

ERIC JOHNSTON, president of

the Motion Picture Association

of America, Sidney Schreiber, MP-
AA general counsel, and Kenneth
Clark, public relations director, will

return here from Hollywood on Wed-
nesday.

•

Louis D. Frohlich, veteran indus-

try attorney and member of the

Schwartz and Frohlich law firm, is

recuperating at his home here from
an extended illness.

•

Robert J. O'Donnel, head of In-

terstate Theatres of Texas, will sail

from here today aboard the 5'. 5".

Independence for a Mediterranean
cruise.

•

Harry A. Burke, Saratoga city

manager of Reade-Benton Theatres,

has been appointed commissioner of

public safety there by the city council.
•

Jack Ellis, president of Ellis

Films, has left here for Chicago on
an extended business trip.

Wilbur Snaper, Allied States pres-
ident, returned to New York yester-

day from Washington.
•

Jules Levy left here yesterday for

a Miami visit.

Meet on COMPO Ad
Campaign Thursday

The sub-committee of the Motion
Picture Association of America's ad-

publicity directors committee which
has been charged with making de-

cisions regarding the layout of news-
paper advertisements for the Council
of Motion Picture Organizations'

forthcoming ad campaign, will hold a

luncheon-meeting at the Hotel St.

Moritz here Thursday to confer on
the project.

Members of the sub-committee are

:

Si Seadler, Charles Einfeld, Mort
Blumenstock, Jerome Pickman and
Charles Simonelli. The meeting will

be attended also by Arthur L. Mayer
and Charles E. McCarthy of COM-
PO, and Manning (Tim) Clagett and
Alfred Corwin of the Motion Picture
Association of America press relations

staff.

Col. Sales Drive
(Conlinued from page 1)

to various foreign countries witli all

expenses paid.

Managers who win in the Interna-
tional Corporation will receive trips to

New York, Hollywood and other

U. S. cities. Cash awards will go to

those in second and third place.

During the drive, among top films

available for booking are:
"Death of A Salesman," "Boots Malone,"

"Tlie Marrying Kind." "My Six Convicts,"
"Tile Sniper," "The Four Poster." "Ten
Tall Men," "The First Time," "Scandal
Sheet," "Walk Fast on Beacon." "Cali-
fornia Conquest," "Captain Blood." "Fugi-
tive," "S<..und Off," "Brave Warrior,"
"Thief of Dama.scus," "Indian Uprising,"
"Montana Territory," "Okinawa" and
"Harem Girl."

15% Billing Increase

In '52 Mono. Week
Hollywood, Feb. 7.—Monogram

president Steve Broidy announced
here today that Monogram Week,
which starts Sunday, will get under
way with IS per cent more bookings
than the first annual Monogram
Week, a year ago, which doubled the
company's average weekly billings.

An increase in the number of color
pictures released by the company is

given considerable credit for the im-
proved total. Broidy said, "Speaking
for the entire organization, I wish to
thank circuit operators and independ-
ent exhibitors for their splendid re-
sponse to our aim of putting a Mono-
gram subject on every screen in the
nation during Monogram Week. This
cooperation encourages our organiza-
tion in its .efforts to deliver ever-im-
proving product to exhibitors."

Holiday Closings
For Film Companies

Six film company home offices will
close all day Tuesday, Lincoln's Birth-
day, and most other companies will
observe a half holiday. M-G-M,
Monogram, RKO Pictures, RKO
Theatres, 20th Century-Fox and
United Paramount Theatres will ob-
serve the full holiday

;
Columbia,

Paramount Pictures, United Artists,
Universal-International, Warner and
the Motion Picture Association of
America will close at 1:00 P. M. Re-
public was undecided.

All of the companies will be closed
all day on Friday, Feb. 22, Washing-
ton's Birthday.

'Photoplay' Awards

'Gold Medals' to

Day, Lanza, M-G-M

Doris Day, Mario Lanza and M-G-
M's "Show Boat" are tops with the
American public, according to a year-
ly nation-wide poll conducted by Pho-
toplay magazine.
On Monday, at the annual "Gold

Medal" dinner to be held in the Am-
bassador Hotel in Los Angeles, Doris
Day will receive Photoplay's Gold
Medal for having given the most en-

joyed feminine performance of 1951
in "Lullaby of Broadway." Mario
Lanza will receive his for the most
popular male performance of the year
in "The Great Caruso." And for

"Show Boat," voted the most enjoyed
picture, Gold Medals will go to the

M-G-M studio, producer Arthur
Freed, director George Sidney and
screen writer John Lee Mahin.

Other films voted most popular in

19S1, are, in order of preference:

"A Place in the Sun," (Para-
mount) ; "The Great Caruso,"
(M-G-M) ; "David and Bathsheba,"
(20th Century-Fox) ; "An American
in Paris," (M-G-M) ;

"All About
Eve," (20th Century-Fox); "Bright
Victory," (Universal) ; "Here Comes
the Groom," (Paramount)

;
"Captain

Horatio Hornblower," (Warner)
;

"Father's Little Dividend," (M-G-M).
The performances most enjoyed

during 1951 were

:

Actresses—Ann Blyth in M-G-M's,
"The Great Caruso," Bette Davis in

20th Century-Fox's "All About Eve,"

Ava Gardner in M-G-M's "Show
Boat," Shelley Winters in Para-
mount's, "A Place in the Sun."

Actors— Bing Crosby in Para-
mount's "Here Comes the Groom,"
Howard Keel in M-G-M's "Show
Boat," Gregory Peck in 2(>th Cen-
tury-Fox's "David and Bathsheba,"
Richard Widmark in 20th Century-
Fox's "The Frogmen."

Fire Hits NTS Building
Damage caused by fire was reported

here yesterday from Memphis, where
the National Theatre Supply Co.
Building was swept by flames.
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MEN of STEEL! WOMAN of FLESH!

in a brawny, brawling story

of a love as dangerous

as the molten fury of

the blast furnace

!
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SCTOA
{Continued from page 1)

certaining whether action can

be taken under California's

anti-trust law, the Cartwright
Act.
O'Connor told the committee

that a thorough investigation

will be made.

The SCTOA made a similar ap-

proach to the Department of Justice

last year, with the D. of J. sending

a representative here on an investi-

gative mission, but no concrete action

eventuated.

German Newsreels
{Continued from page 1)

Welt-Im Fihn, produced by the U. S.

High Commission, was largely a du-

plication of commercial newsreels and
a waste of U. S. funds. The U. S.

producer according to the report, said

to include in his weekly issues any
he was willing to make an agreement

to include in his weekly issues any
special educational or information fea-

tures that the Commission wanted.

"The sub-committee was shown the

current commercial and Welt-Im
newsreels and was impressed that they

depicted pretty much the same news
events," the report said.

Palace, Grand Still Shut
Chicago, Feb. 7.—The RKO Pal-

ace and Grand still are closed today
and the dififerences with the operators

union are still to be ironed out.

Paramount Television
(Continued from page 1)

and yesterday, and resumed testifying

late this afternoon after Grifhs was
finished.

The hearings are in recess tomor-
row, but will resume again Monday,
with continued cross-examination of

Balaban.

It was "perfectly obvious" years

ago, Grifiis said,- that Paramount
would need television broadcast sta-

tions to get in on the development of

television, and that he had been ex-

tremely insistent that the company
look into this situation. As a result

of this insistence. Paramount acquired

its stock in Allen B. DuMont Labora-
tories, he indicated.

Paramount had in mind, he said,

"that DuMont would expand and ac-

quire television stations," but it had
not made any definite plans for this

or other future activities. "We were
riding a cat and we wanted to see

which way it would jump," he de-

clared. "W.e haven't jumped yet."

Any step that gave Paramount tech-

nical knowledge was a good step, he
said, adding that "we knew that soon-

er or later we were determined to

make a marriage with television."

He maintained Paramount had a

fixed purpose to avoid getting legal

control of DuMont. What Paramount
buys, he said, "is know-how." He
stated that so long as companies in

which Paramount have bought an in-

terest are "on the right track and fol-

low the line which persuaded us into

the contract," Paramount "leaves them
alone." He said, however, that the

THE MOST
EXCITING

CAST OF

THE YEAR!

'Thrill!

Another BIG ONE thru UA
action and suspense!"

—Showmen's Trade Review

idea that Paramount would ever con-

sider carrying out all its television

activities through DuMont was "fan-

tastic."

In response to cross-questioning by
FCC attorney, Frederick Ford, Griffis

insisted that Paramount had never

broken the law in its trade practices,

and that they were legal until the Su-
preme Court declared them illegal.

"It was my opinion prior to the deci-

sion," he declared, "and still is my
opinion, that our trade practices were
perfectly legal." When Ford wished
to know whether Griffis had "coun-

tenanced" these practices. Paramount
attorney Paul A. Porter declared the

practices had developed over 25 years

of business experience "with the ac-

quiescence of the government" and that

there was no criminal intent behind

them.

Ford Insists

Ford insisted, however, that he
"wanted to find out whether this com-
pany is going to bring these same
practices" to the broadcasting medium.
"I think that's what this case is

about," he said.

Griffis replied that nobody could

see what practices would be necessary

in television, but that Paramount
would observe all laws "as it had in

the past" and would put public service

first. He said that competition had
never been "efifectively restrained" in

the motion picture industry.

Griffis said he thought television

"should he in the hands of the people

with the greatest ability and social

conscience," and that the government
should "control" but not "own or op-
erate" the medium. Asked by Du-
Mont attorney William Roberts who
would determine such people, Griffis

replied "gravity" would. He empha-
sized the "public-spirited attitude" of

the film industry, saying no industry

had ever given so much so freely. As
for Paramount, he declared, "this com-
pany has gotten far beyond making
money."

Balaban Resumes

Balaban, who resumed his testi-

mony late in the afternoon, declared
flatly that he had never "received any
communication" nor had "any pressure
been transmitted to him" from any
exhibitor organization not to sell pic-

tures to television.

In response to questioning by Rob-
erts, Balaban said he had seen articles

on the subject in the trade press but
that he didn't know whose viewpoint
they represented. Roberts then asked
him if he recognized any responsibility

on the part of his company, which had
made money selling films to theatres,

to "ease the effect of television on the
motion picture houses?" "I'm not in-

terested in theatres," Balaban replied.

"I have no responsibility to them ex-
cept as customers."
Balaban said he would "very much

like to have" five television stations

for Paramount—the maximum amount
allowed by FCC rules to any one li-

censee.

Questioned at yesterday's hearing as

to whether Paramount would sell to

Telemeter or to a television station

Balaban answered that again it was
a question of economics

—"What will

the audience pay as against what the
sponsor will pay?"
Asked if Parairjount would "grant

or withhold" from television stations

pictures which were supposed to be
sliovvn in theatres in the station's area,

Arbitration
{Continued from page 1)

may take a week or perhaps two

;

(2) The distribution attorneys will

confer among themselves with a view
to drafting proposals embodying their

own concepts of what trade practices
properly can be arbitrated under an
industry system

;

(3) The attorneys, or the presidents
of the companies, will invite Allied
and Theatre Owners of America re-
presentatives to an all-industry con-
ference which would aim at reconcil-
ing many points of view—and elim-
inating others, perhaps—so that the
basis of a system satisfactory to all

segments may be arrived at.

TOA Wan't Submit

It is understood, meanwhile, that
TOA does not plan to submit its ar-
bitration proposals to the distribution
attorneys, the organization having
rested its case for arbitration on the
presentation it made over a year ago
at a meeting here among TOA and
distribution executives.

Johnston Witness
{Continued from page 1)

industry was shielding and sheltering
men who were members of the Com-
rnunist Party. The public felt it was
time to evidence a vocal protest
against the industry, perhaps even
demonstrating resentment by refusing
to attend movies or exerting other
economic pressures."

Balaban replied that when television
stations could pay enough, pictures
would be released to them "regard-
less."

Would Sell to Any TV Media

He told Ford that Paramount's pic-
tures would be sold to any television
medium under the terms laid down by
the Supreme Court decree, on a pic-

ture by picture basis. This basis
would be true, he explained, whether
the prospective buyer were a motion
picture exhibitor or a theatre tele-

vision network. He added, however,
that if Paramount sold to a "finan-
cially strong outfit," it would know
it was getting its investment back. He
looked forward to the time, he said,

when there would be more than 1,000
television stations competing for pic-

tures saying, "The more competition
there is, the better I like it."

He added that Paramount could
have "helped them (DuMont) a great
deal with programming" but would
not have given DuMont its library of
shorts because DuMont could not have
afforded to pay for it. Paramount had
never given DuMont stars or films, he
said.

Questioned by Ford

Questioned minutely by Ford as to
whether Paramount's policy of oper-
ating television stations would be the
same as Balaban's declared policy of
selling pictures—to get the most mo-
ney out of them—Balaban answered
that the company "did not propose"
to use this concept in operating tele-

vision stations. He explained that the
circumstances in the motion picture
industry were very dififerent from
those in television station operation
and that the operation of KTLA,
Paramount Television Production,
Inc.'s Los Angeles station, proved this.

"Our effort," he explained, "has been
to operate a successful station in terms
of public acceptance."



BRIAN DESMOND HURST
Producer and Director of

"SCROOGE"
Extends his thanks and those of his

stars, artistes and technicians to the

AMERICAN NATIONAL SCREEN

COUNCIL for their BLUE RIBBON

AWARD to this British Film which

also had the honor of being chosen by

the INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC

OFFICE as the best film shown at the

URUGUAYAN FILM FESTIVAL.
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Tradewise . .

.

By SHERWIN KANE

ADVICES from London disclose

that officials of the Conserva-
tive government concerned with a

possible saving of dollars spent by
Britain for American films are

thinking in terms of offering strong-

inducements to American compa-
nies to produce more film there.

Under the present monetary
agreement with the American com-
panies, Britain permits the conver-
sion of one-third of their invest-

ment in British production, in addi-

tion to other conversions aggregat-
ing about $21,000,000. If the in-

ducements to increased American
production in England were offered

without penalizing those other

guaranteed conversions it would
seem that a common ground for

agreement on changes in the cur-

rent pact could be found.

In any event, it is reassuring to

learn that the present British gov-
ernment is thinking in terms of

negotiation and not of edict, if and
when it comes to reopening the

monetary agreement. Whitehall has
let it be known there will be no
repetition of the tactics which cul-

minated in 1947 in the imposition
of the confiscatory duty on Ameri-
can films by the then Chancellor of

the Exchequer, Hugh Dalton, and
which led to a protracted stoppage
of American film shipments.

• •

W'T'OA Says Its Arbitration Plan
A Jibes With Allied's"—news

headline in Motion Picture Daily.
It's real nice to find the two na-

tional exhibitor organizations agree-

ing on anything. However, the mil-

lennium is not yet.

TOA's board, meeting recently

in Los Angeles, called for a new
campaign against the Federal ad-
mission tax, never once mentioning
COMPO, which so effectively con-
ducted the last such campaign.
TOA's executive director was
quoted as saying it would wage the
fight alone if other industry organ-
izations failed to join up.

Allied's board last week favored
an anti-tax drive and immediately
suggested COMPO as the logical

director of it.

Not only on the basis of past

performance but on the prospects
for obtaining the best results next
time, there appears to be no room
for debate that COMPO, and none
other, is the one to conduct such
an all-industry efifort. It's exactly
the sort of function for which it

was designed and is maintained.

CoL, UA, 'f/' Seen Willing

To Join Arbitration Meet
There appears to be little doubt that United Artists, Universal, Col-

umbia, Republic and Monogram, would accept invitations, if tendered,

to join in an industry conference on arbitration.

However, it was not certain at the weekend whether these companies
would be invited to attend such a con-

ference, or whether they will be pro-

vided with copies of Allied States'

memorandum outlining proposals for

an industry arbitration system.

Columbia, Universal and UA did

not join in the arbitration arrange-

ment provided for in the 1940 consent

decree in the industry anti-trust suit.

Their reason was that the arrange-

ment, which employed the facilities

and personnel of the American Arbi-
tration Association, was "too ex-

pensive."

Allied's plan of arbitration empha-
sizes that any new system must be
"inexpensive." It also eliminates the

use of the AAA. Officials of the five

companies which chose to comment
at the weekend on the possibility of

the establishment of an arbitration

system expressed approval of Allied's

bid for an "inexpensive" system.

It was learned, meanwhile, that

AAA soon will apprise the industry

of the "low cost" of its service to the

motion picture or any other business.

{Continued on page 7)

Projection Booth
Bill Is Assailed

Albany, N. Y., Feb. 10.—A special

bulletin from the local-area Theatre
Owners of America urges exhibitors

to protest to their Senators and As-
semblymen against the Condon-Roman
bill authorizing the State Board of

Standards and Appeals to provide new
booth standards for the general health,

convenience and comforts of projec-

tionists.

Albany TOA executive director

Lewis A. Sumberg describes the meas-
ure as one "which vitally affects all

exhibitors in this state." He said that

if it were passed, "each of you, could

be called upon: to air-condition your
{Continued on page 7)

Madeleine White
Leaves Monogram
Madeleine White, Eastern publicity

representative for Monogram and Al-

lied Artists, has resigned and will an-

nounce new plans shortly. Harry
Goldstein, Eastern exploitation head,

will take over the publicity operation

in New York.
Miss White entered the industry in

1921 as secretary to W. Ray Johnston,

of Arrow Film Corp., and went with

{Continued on page 7)

New RCA Kinescope
For Theatre TV
Harrison, N. J., Feb. 10.—

A

new direct-view kinescope de-

signed for monitor service in

conjunction with theatre tele-

vision was disclosed here by
the RCA tube department at

the weekend.
The kinescope can also be

used for industrial television

and portable telecasting
equipment, RCA stated. It

was also said that focus can
be maintained automatically
with variation in line voltage
and for changes in picture
brightness.

Bid FCC Ruling on

Para.-DuMont Issue

Washington, Feb. 10.—Allen B.

DuMont Laboratories on Friday asked
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion for an immediate ruling that it

is not controlled by Paramount Pic-

tures.

The company filed with the FCC a

request that all issues relating to Du-
Mont be severed from the "catch-all"

Paramount proceedings. These hear-

ings, which will resume tomorrow,
will probably go on for many weeks.

Severing the DuMont issues from the

hearing would be tantamount to an

FCC finding that Paramount does not

control DuMont.
Specifically, the company asked the

(Continued on page 7)

A. T. & T. Tests 8

Megacycle Channel

Experimentation in the high fre-

quency TV band width, close to the

frequency sought by the motion pic-

ture industry, is now being conducted

by the American Telephone & Tele-

graph Co., it was learned here.

An experimental cable between New
York and Philadelphia over which
eight-megacycle transmissions are car-

ried has been put in service by A. T.

& T. At present, the transmissions

{Continued on page 7)

Say Industry

Is Set to Hit

A.T.&T. Costs

Cost Structure Believed
To Be 'Vulnerable' Spot

A key counter-argument to the

expected opposition of the Ameri-
can Telephone and Telegraph Co.
to the allocation of channels for

theatre television will be what indus-
try sources describe as "onerous"
A. T. & T. and local telephone com-
pany charges, it was learned here.

The issue of whether the Bell
System would be able to pro-
vide servicing on the industry's
proposed 10-megacycle band and
the availability of current fa-
cilities for theatre TV will also
be used as industry ammuni-
tion, it is said.

As the March
_
10 Federal Com-

munications Commission opening hear-
ing date draws closer, both Abram
F. Myers, Allied States Association
general counsel, and Si Fabian, chair-
man of the National Exhibitors The-

{Continued on page 7)

Still No Conclusive

Ruling on Color TV
Washington, Feb. 10.—Theatre

television spokesmen were still hope-
ful today for an early end of the gov-
ernment's ban on theatre color tele-

vision equipment, following a highly
inconclusive conference Friday of gov-
ernment officials and television manu-
facturers.

The official announcement after the
Friday session said some industry of-

ficials had asked for a continued ban
on all color television, others had
asked for complete repeal of the color
ban, and still others had asked to

keep the ban on color for home sets

but to permit it in theatre and other

{Continued on page 7)

'Greatest' Chalks Up
$575MO in 4 Weeks
Paramount's "The Greatest Show

on Earth" continues to be one of the

Radio City Music Hall's most con-
sistent grossers, the management dis-

closed here.

The Cecil B. DeMille production,
now in its fifth week at the Hall,

grossed a big $575,000 for the first

four weeks, comparing favorably with
other top Hall grossers for non-holi-
day periods.
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Personal MentionAMPA Ad School to

Be Assayed Thurs.

A general membership
luncheon-meeting of the As-
sociated Motion Picture Ad-
vertisers will be held here on
Thursday at Trader Tom's
Steak House, to discuss the
proposed AMPA ad-publicity
school and to elect a nomi-
nating committee which will

set up an official slate of
candidates for election at a
subsequent meeting. Harry K.
McWilliams, AMPA president,
will preside on Thursday.

TV Talent Pay Meet

Here on Wednesday

Washington, Feb. 10.—Joseph
Cooper, executive secretary of the

Salary StabiHzation Board, will meet
with television broadcasting authori-

ties in New York on Wednesday to

discuss further salary control prob-

lems in the TV field.

The meeting is part of the further

study which the Board is making of

salary problems in the entertainment

field, prior to final action on regula-

tions for control of talent salaries. A
special panel submitted its recom-
mendations on this some weeks ago,

but the Board has been getting fur-

ther information. The meeting will

be at the offices of the Columbia
Broadcasting System.

Freed Director of
Academy Program
Hollywood, Feb. 10. — Arthur

Freed, producer, has been selected by
the Academy Awards program com-
mittee to serve as general director of

the 24th annual Awards program
which will be held on March 20 at

the RKO Pantages Theatre here,

Charles Brackett, Academy president,

announced.
Freed has been active in Academy

affairs for many years.

Griffis Sees Truman
Washington, Feb. 10. — Stanton

Griffis, retiring U. S. ambassador to

Spain and chairman of the executive
committee of Paramount Pictures, was
a White House visitor Friday. He
discussed the Spanish situation with
President Truman.

Ian MacNeill Appointed
Ottawa, Ont., Feb. 10.—Ian Mac-

Neill, assistant to Canadian Film
Commissioner and formerly of To-
ronto has been appointed secretary of

the National Film Board of Canada
here.

No Paper Tomorrow
Motion Picture Daily will

not be published tomorrow,
Lincoln's Birthday, a legal

holiday.

AL LICHTMAN, 20th Century-
Fox distribution head, is due

back here from Florida on Wednes-
day.

•

Louis B. Mayer and Charles P.

Skouras have been elected to the

board of directors of the A. P. Gian-

nini Scholarship Foundation on the

Coast. Joseph Schenck is also a

member of the board.
•

Leon J. Bamberger, head of RKO
Radio sales promotion, will address

the national convention of Drive-in

Theatres and the Allied Independent

Theatre Owners of Kansas and Mis-
souri in Kansas City March 4-6.

•

David Supowitz, Philadelphia the-

atre architect, has been named vice-

chairman of the 1952 Allied Jewish
Appeal's trade council in Philadelphia.

•

John J. O'Connor and Adolph
ScHiMEL, Universal vice-presidents,

were confined to their homes with

colds at the weekend.
•

Tom Rogers, M-G-M's radio con-

tact, left over the weekend for Ja-

maica, B. W. I., for a belated honey-

moon. His wife was Ceil Chapman.
•

Terry Turner, RKO Radio direc-

tor of exploitation, will leave here for

Boston today.
•

Joseph A. Walsh, Paramount
branch operations chief, will return

to New York today from Dallas.

Choices of Women's

Clubs on Radio

"Movies of the Month," representing

the top choices of the General Feder-

ation of Women's Clubs from current

previews in New York, will be an-

nounced exclusively on the Martha
Deane Program, WOR, beginning

Friday at 10:15 A.M.
Mrs. Dean Gray Edwards, chairman

of the motion picture division of the

Federation, will announce the selec-

tions monthly. The reports represent

the concensus of preview members
attending the screenings scheduled

throughout the month by the Motion
Picture Association of America.

AAA Elects Braden
Executive Vice-Pres,

J. Noble Braden has been elected

executive vice-president of the Ameri-
can Arbitration Association.
Braden formerly was executive di-

rector of the AAA's Motion Picture
Arbitration Tribunal which handled
industry cases under the 1940 decree
in the industry anti-trust suit.

Fairbanks Office Here
Jerry Fairbanks, of Hollywood, this

week will set up new sales and serv-

ice offices here. Ralph Cattell, vice-

president and general sales manager,
is now in New York from the Coast
comijleting the new staff.

WA. SCULLY is in New York
•from Florida.

•

Oscar Neu, president of Neumade
Products Corp., and Mrs. Neu, left

here Friday for the Coast. They will

spend several weeks in Palm Springs

and Neu will visit Coast dealers prior

to returning here late next month.
•

Jules Lapidus, Warner Brothers
Eastern and Canadian division sales

manager, left over the weekend on a

trip to the company's Central district

offices. He will return here next
weekend.

•

William B. Zoellner, head of

M-G-M's shorts and newsreel sales,

is back in New York from a two-week
visit to Mid-Eastern exchanges.

•

Harold Rodner of Warner's ser-

vice department, is recovering from
surgery performed at Baptist Hospital
in Boston.

•

Phil Wilcox, of Parents Maga-
zine, will return here from the Coast
today.

•

Arthur Canton of M-G-M's pro-
motion department, returns to Canada
today from New York.

•

Jerome Pickman, Paramount ad-
vertising-publicity vice-president, will

return here today from the Coast.
•

Joseph M. Schenck is scheduled to

leave here in a few days for Florida.

Grainger on Tour

With Prints of 2

James R. Grainger, Republic sales

and distribution vice-president, left

here at the weekend for Washington,
first stop on a trip which will take
him to Atlanta, Jacksonville, Tampa,
and Dallas prior to his return to New
York in about two and a half weeks.

Took Prints

He took with him prints of "Hood-
lum Empire," starring Brian Don-
levy and Claire Trevor and the John
Ford-Merian C. Cooper production
of "Quiet Man," co-starring John
Wayne, Maureen O'Hara and Barry
Fitzgerald, both films to be screened
in the five cities. District manager
James V. O'Gara accompanied Grain-
ger to Washington, and will return
directly to New York.

Special 'Photoplay'

Award to DeMille

Cecil B. DeMille will be honored
with a special award for "The Great-
est Show on Earth" and "the magnifi-
cent contributions which this Master
Showman has made to the screen," by
Photoplay magazine at the annual
Gold Medal Awards dinner tonight
at the Ambassador Hotel in Los .An-

geles,

Newsreel

Parade
rPIE passing of King George VI

is highlighted in all newsreels

itrith three of them devoting their .en-

tire footage to the King's life and
death. Other items a/re: Presidential

patter, Korean- fighting, and sports.

Complete contents follow:

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 13—The pass-
ing of George VI.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 247—Death of

King George VI.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 50— GOP
warm-up. Baby gorillas. Save Korean or-
phanage. George VI mourned.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. ®-B—George
VI passes. Korea fighting. Industrial Fair.
Tunisia crisis. Korean orphanage saved.
Horse race.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 533 — The
King's death.

WARNER PATHE. NEWS, No. 52-Tlie
King is dead. GOP maps campaigii. Tru-
man isn't saying yes or no. Atlantic speed
record.

Confirm Withdrawal

Of SDG from MPIC
Hollywood, Feb. 10.—Motion Pic-

ture Industry Council has formally

confirmed circulated reports that the

Screen Directors Guild is severing its

connection with the organization. The
MPIC statement said the council will

give consideration at its Feb. 20 meet-
ing to the SDG withdrawal letter,

signed by the SDG board, with which
was enclosed a check in payment of

MPIC dues to June 30, although the

withdrawal date was given as Jan.

30.

Although neither organization

vouchsafed fonnal explanation of the

SDG withdrawal, published reports

have intimated the SDG board has

been dissatisfied with MPIC's endeav-
ors in the public relations field.

Philip G. Epstein
Services Held
Hollywood, Feb. 10.—Funeral ser-

vices were held Friday for Philip G.
Epstein, producer-writer, who died

Thursday at Cedars of Lebanon Hos-
pital after an illness of several weeks.
Co-writing with his twin brother,

Julius since 1935, the deceased won an
Academy Award for the "Casablanca"
screenplay in 1943. His last completed
work is the script "Rosalind," which
Paramount will produce shortly. The
script "Babylon Revisited," for the

same studio, was under way when ill-

ness interrupted. The widow, Lillian,

sons Leslie and Ricky, brothers Julius

and Milton, survive.

Train Kills Dobby, Jr.
Boston, Feb. 10.—Richard Dobby,

Jr., film salesman of RKO Radio's

branch here, was instantly killed last

Thursday when the car that he was
driving was struck by a train at

Highgate Center, Vt. He covered
Vermont and New Hampshire. Sur-

viving are the widow and five chil-

dren. Dobbin was the son of Richard
D. Dobbin, comptroller of Maine and
New Hampshire Theatres.
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New Orleans Owners Organizing to

Promote Industry's Best Interests
New Orleans, Feb. 10.—Independent owners and operators of

regular theatres in New Orleans and suburbs held a meeting at
20th Century-Fox's screening room to determine whether they
should organize to pursue a unified constructive course for the
best interests of the industry. A large and enthusiastic crowd
attended and it concluded unanimously that an organizational
meeting should take place soon to arrange to start functioning
immediately thereafter.

Organized exhibition in this territory is represented by Allied
Theatre Owners of the Gulf States, an affiliate of national Allied.

National

Pre-Selling

HAVING selected 20th Century-

Fox's "Phone Call from a

Stranger" as its "Movie-of-the-

Month," Macy's is going full blast in

promoting the current Roxy Theatre

attraction, adding several services

never before given a previous selec-

tion. Supplementing the newspaper
barrage of last week, the store is now
distributing 50,000 preview question-

naires as package inserts. The forms

ask customers to report what scenes

they like best, which obviously makes
it necessary to see the picture.

Macy's huge switchboard, largest of

any department store in the world, is

adding a "plug" line for "Phone Call

from A Stranger" to telephone con-

versations. In addition, the store has

devoted much of its window and coun-

ter display to promote the film.

Russeks' Fifth Avenue store will

follow up its cooperative advertising

of "The Model and the Marriage
Broker," which was so prominent last

month, with a new campaign based

on "Viva Zapata!", which opened at

the Rivoli here last Thursday. The
bulk of the advertising broke in Met-
ropolitan newspapers yesterday, and

will be followed with a direct-mail

campaign to fashion editors and re-

porters in New York and Philadel-

phia, where Russeks has stores. More
than 200 leading merchandisers and
fashion representatives saw "Viva
Zapata!" at a special preview here

and were provided with special kits

of promotional material. The guests

viewed displays of Fashion Craft jew-

elry keyed to the picture. Kay Wind-
sor Frocks will blanket the fashion

trade from Coast-to-Coast with their

merchandising tieup on "Viva Za-

pata !"

•

The biggest tom-tom beating in

months will sound off the opening
of John Huston's color in Techni-
color adventure drama, "The Afri-

can Queen," at the Capitol Theatre
here in late February. Mori Krush-
en exploitation director for United
Artists; Lige Brien, special events
director, and assistant Eddie Dow-
den, Jr., are setting the pace with
everything imaginable tossed into

the promotion pot. Pretty models
will give away 10,000 envelopes
along Broadway, each containing
"a genuine diamond or a reasonable
facsimile." It's the first time for
this stunt on Broadway. Jack Gold-
stein, for years identified with key
advertLsing posts, has been named
by Max E. Youngstein, vice-pres-
ident of U. A., as special national
exploitation representative. A spe-
cial kit to support the $400,000 ad-
vertising budget, will be used. Ban-
tam Books will issue a special 25-

cent edition of the C. S. Forester
adventure novel as part of the
campaign.

•

Six governors of New England
Itave "commanded" Walt Disney and
his wife to attend the "Snow White"
Coronation Ball at the Somerset Ho-
tel in Boston on Feb. 23, wider the

sponsorship of the Woman's City
Club. The "command" scroll is signed
by Governors Paul A. Dever of Mas-
sachusetts, Frederick Payne of Maine,
Lee Emerson of Vermont, Sherman
Adattts of New Hampshire, Dennis
Roberts of Rhode Island and John E.

Appeal on Crescent

Order Is Expected

Nashville, Feb. 10.—The Depart-

ment of Justice is expected to appeal

an order handed down by Judge Elmer
Davies of Federal Court here declaring

that defendants Crescent Amusement
Co. and seven others, are not guilty as

charged in petitions filed in May, 1951,

by the Department of Justice, of vio-

lating the decree reached in the gov-
ernment' anti-trust suit. The order

states that the plaintiffs are not guilty

of either civil or criminal acts.

A petition from the defendants for

dismissal of the only remaining issues

in the suit is also expected.

Crescent Obtained

In 1950, Crescent obtained the con-

sent of Federal Court to build theatres

in Cleveland, Alcoa and Norristown,
but did. not proceed with construction.

For this they were charged by the

Justice Department with announcing
construction plans only to keep inde-

pendents from expanding in the three

towns. Davies said that the defend-
ants did not violate the decree and
also said that R. E. Baulch, Crescent
president, cannot be made a party to

contempt proceedings. The court add-
ed that Ivermit Stengel, Crescent vice-

president, cannot be made to divest

his holdings in Rockwood Amusement
Co., one of the defendants.

'Detective Story'
Receives Honors
William Wyler's "Detective Story"

has been cited by the General Fed-
eration of Women's Club as the best

melodrama of 1951. Kirk Douglas
was voted best actor of the year for

his performance in the Paramount
film. The picture has also been
selected as the best crime film of the
year by MacLean's, Canadian maga-
zine.

Christophers Dinner
Hollywood, Feb. 10.—The Chris-

t(jphers will hold their annual awards
dinner Thursday at the Beverly Hills

Hotel here.

Lodge of Connecticut. Terry Turner,
RKO Radio director of exploitation,

arranged the hall and tied it in as a
promotion for Disney's "Snow White
and the Seven Dzvarfs," which is be-

ing reissried this month. The ball will

culminate the search for winners in

the contest to find a "Snoiv White,"
a "Prince Charming," and "The Most
Popular .School Teacher in New Eng-
land." Winners ivill receive a free
trip to England znnth the winning
school teacher as their escort.

Waltkr Brook.s

'This Once' Set as

MGM Contest Film

M-G-M has designated "Just This
Once" as the second picture for the
company's "Promotion Prize of the
Month," Howard Dietz, advertising-
publicity vice-president, reported at

the weekend. The film will be gener-
ally released on March 7, and exhib-
itors have until the end of June to

submit entries for prizes totalling

$1,000. The submissions must in-

clude a direct factual report of activi-

ties in the fields of advertising, tie-

ups, publicity, window displays and
theatre fronts, etc.

Judges who will decide winning en-

tries include Walter Brooks, editor of

the Round Table of Motion Picture
Herald; Chester Friedman, Boxoihce,
and Chick Lewis of Showmmi's Trade
Review.

Olin Named to UA
Television Post

Milton E. Olin has been named
United Artists Television's Midwest
sales representative by John H. Mit-
chell, director of U. A. Television.

Olin was formerly with Richard H.
Ullman, Inc., as East Coast represen-

tative. Prior to that he was with
World Broadcasting.

Lux Declines Raise
Buffalo, Feb. 10.—Elmer F. Lux,

City Council president, and general

manager of Darnell Theatres, has an-

nounced that he will not accept a

$5,000 city pay raise salary increase

authorized for him. Lux's city salary

was boosted froin $7,000 to $12,000
annually under a new law. He said he
will ask that it be turned back to the
city's general fund.

Arnall Hearings Delayed
Washington, Feb. 10.—Senate

Banking Committee hearings on con-
firming Ellis Arnall, president of the

.Society of Independent Motion Picture
Producers, as Price Stabilizer have
been pushed back from tomorrow un-
til Tuesday, Chairman Maybank (D.,

S. C) announced. Prompt confirma-
tion is expected.

Set Chevalier TV Shows
Miami Beach, Fla., Feb. 10.

—

Broadway show producer Arthur
Lesser, vacationing here, said he is

leaving for Paris shortly to produce
25 half-hour shows, starring Maurice
Chevalier, for television presentation
in the U. S. Scripts are being pre-
pared by Fred FinklehofY, also vaca-
tioning here.

Mark Time on

French Pact
Washington, Feb. 10.—U. S. pro-

ducers apparently are taking their

time in approaching the State Depart-
ment on a new U. S.-French film pact.

The present pact expires on June 30,

and ordinarily, the Motion Picture
Association of America and the So-
ciety of Independent Motion Picture
Producers would have by now asked
the State Department to sound out
the French government on talks for

a new agreement. But the French are
now in serious political and financial

difficulties, with a dollar shortage as
acute or worse than in the immediate
post-war days.
Top MPAA and SIMPP officials

feel, it is understood, that delay can't

possibly hurt. They argue that to start

negotiations now would find the

1
French insistent on cutting U. S. re-

I

mittances sharply below present levels.

In another few months, they reason,
the situation can't be much worse and
may possibly have improved, under
the impetus of increasing U. S. mili-

tary spending. So it may be as much
as another month or two before
MPAA and SIMPP approach the
State Department on this subject.

SAG Defeats TA in
NLRB Election
Hollywood, Feb. 10.—By a vote of

32-16 Screen Actors Guild Friday de-
feated Television Authority in an
NLRB election to determine the pro-
per representation of actors in all

television films made by Columbia
Broadcasting System on the West
Coast.

Forty-eight out of 51 eligibles

voted.

Coast Operators
Negotiating Pact
San Francisco, Feb. 10.—Negotia-

tions are underway here for a new
contract between the Moving Picture
Operator's Local No. 162 and exhibi-
tors.

One point of issue is a clause which
would allow a minimum number of

hours per week for projectionists to

inspect films. A spokesman for the

MPO told exhibitors that projection-

ists are having to devote much of

their time to inspect film. Many thea-

tres in San Francisco have already
alloted time for projectionists to in-

spect films.

Skouras in NCCJ Appeal
George P. Skouras, chairman of the

amusement division's participation in

the 1952 fund-raising drive of the

National Conference of Christians and
Jews, has addressed a personal ap-

peal to more than 700 circuit execu-
tives from Coast-to-Coast to support

the Drive.

Award to Skouras
George P. Skouras, president of

United Artists Theatre Circuit and
founder of Skouras Theatres Corp.,

will be awarded a New York City
Civil Defense of Merit Flag on Wed-
nesday. This award is being given
for the first time. It is specifically

awarded in recognition of Skouras's
efiforts in aiding the public information
and recruiting program of New York
Civil Defense.



M-G-M
FIRST!
Wins 2 out of 3
Top Honors!

THE VOICE OF THE FANS!
The Photoplay Magazine Annual Poll of its readers is considered the most accurate

barometer of public taste. Year after year M-G-M tops the field. We predict that

foremost among the challengers for '52 honors will be: ''QUO VADIS"*''BELLE OF
NEW YORK" • "SINGIN' IN THE RAIN ' • "SKIRTS AHOY!" • "LOVELY TO
LOOK AT" • "SCARAMOUCHE" • "IVANHOE" • "THE MERRY WIDOW"
"BECAUSE YOU'RE MINE" (all the foregoing Technicolor); "THE WILD NORTH"
{new Ansco color); and "CARBINE WILLIAMS."
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MotionPictureDailyFeatureReviews
"Rancho Notorious"
(Fidelity Picliircs—RKO Radio)

A STRONG story line combined with fine performances make "Rancho
Notorious," an outdoor drama, stand away above the routine. The story

recounts the days and ways of a man pledged to avenge the brutal murder

of his fiancee by a holdup man. A number of ballads runs through the film,

giving it the refreshing quality of a folk tale.

The cast is a bright one for any showman's marquee, including Marlene

Dietrich. Alel Ferrer and Arthur Kennedy.
Kennedy, setting out to track down his sweetheart's killer, has one clue,

the cryptic phrase, "chuck-a-luck," murmured from the dying lips of the

killer's accomplice. After some prolonged investigation he learns that the

word is associated with an almost legendary saloon entertainer of the period,

portrayed by Miss Dietrich. There are some fiashbacks of Miss Dietrich in

this fabulous role which give her the opportunity to sing. Among Miss Die-

trich's admirers, Kennedy learns, was Ferrer, a bad man of the West who
was considered fast on the draw. It now becomes the task of Kennedy to

locate Ferrer and gain his confidence, all of which involves some brisk and

exciting sub-plots. This accomplished, he learns that Miss Dietrich operates

a hideaway ranch for outlaws for whicli she gets 10 per cent of all loot.

Kennedy becomes part of the outlaw group and he attempts to ingratiate

himself with Miss Dietrich, all of which causes some jealousy from Ferrer.

P'resentlv the story takes on the aspects of a dangerous romantic triangle.

The screenplay, by Daniel Taradash, has Kennedy get from Miss Dietrich's

lips a clue which enables him to nail the real killer. The climax presents a

gun battle among the gang members, Miss Dietrich falling prey to a stray

bullet.

A presentation of Fidelity Pictures, Inc., it was produced by Howard
Welsch and directed by Fritz Lang.

Running time, 89 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

not set. Mandel Hemstman

"Aladdin and His Lamp''
{Monogram) Hollywood, Feb. 10

THAT SPECIAL KNACK of producer Walter Wanger for filming a

fantasy in such a way as to reap a high exhibition profit—as per the

records run up by his "Arabian Nights" and pictures in kind—is in evidence

again in this Cinecolor tale of Aladdin and his magic lamp.

The trick in a narrative undertaking of this kind is to depict the incredible

in a faijiiion that makes it credible, and although few producers have it (or

few writers, for that matter) or keep it long it has always been a staple in

the Wanger bag. In this picture, as in the others, plausibility is thrown all

but overboard in the first few seconds of the first scene, which expeditious

device frees the audience imagination to race the swift story from each peak
or pit on to the next higher or deeper one until the necessary end. It has al-

ways been a characteristic of this type of picture that the public likes it so

much better than the trade does that the business done always astounds the

experts.

The Aladdin story itself is so well known in general outline that it need not
be gone into here beyond mentioning that this version, scripted by Howard
Dimsdale and Millard Kaufman, is somewhat freer and a good deal faster

than most of its predecessors. The plot gives it more mileage, geographically,

and it clocks more action and less dialogue to the running minute than is

standard in this field of fiction. Production-wise, it keeps a large and color-

fuly costumed cast constantly moving, against ornate interiors or expansive
exteriors, and mixes a few exciting killings and romantic interludes with its

feats of magic and legerdemain. Aladdin beats the evil genie and gets the
princess, of course, but the odds against him are tougher than usual.

Patricia Medina as the princess is an appropriate eyeful, backed up by a
retinue of the same, and John Sands as Aladdin has the physique required
to run out a script that might have winded the first Fairbanks. Richard Erd-
man, John Dehner, Charles Horvath and Billy House are the standouts in

the supporting cast.

Ben Schwalb was the associate producer, and Lew Landers provided prop-
erly spirited direction.

Running time, 67 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,
Feb. 4.

Optimistic on Drive-ins
Ai.iiAXY, N. Y., Feb. 10.—Announc-

ing that his Lincoln Drive-in in Phil-

adelphia will reopen on Alarch IS,

Neil Hellman predicted the new sea-

son will be a goo<l one, comparing
favorably with last year. Hellman
said he does not expect travel to be
curtailed because of the international

situation.

Jack Sidney Appointed
Jack .Siflney, for a number of years

publicist for Loew's 'J'heatres in Balti-

more, has been appointed acting city

manager of Loew's Century, Valencia

and Parkway Theatres in that city,

succeeding Jrisc-ph Smart.

Cohen Leaves Monogram
New Haven, Feb. 10. — Richard

Cohen has resigned as office manager
of the Monogram exchange here to
become associated with the Sampson-
Spodeck interests, operators of the
Lincoln Theatre here and the Art
Cinema in Bridgeport. Cohen was in
distribution for more than 25 years.

Lowenthal to Distribute
Mexico City, I'eb. 10.—Rudolph

Lowenthal, producer of several pic-
tures in Mexico, is organizing a com-
pany here to distribute European pic-
tures. Lowenthal recently returned
from European film fairs at which he
represented Mexico.

''Retreat, Helir
{United States Pictures—Warner)
A PICTURE ABOUT SOLDIERY and war, this Warner Brothers ofifer-
^ ^ ing which Mliton Sperling wrote and produced makes few departures
from what has come to be accepted as stereotype in the genre. This means
it has all the heroic idealism, explosive fury, soldierly endurance and battle
vigor that film-goers have learned to expect in a picture about the achieve-
ments and sacrifices of America's Armed Forces in action. Its characters are
more or less standard reproductions of what are popularly conceived to be
typical fighting men—U. S. Marines this time—and the things they say and
do during the particular campaign in which they are engaged will surprise
few and delight all who want their film entertainment virile and action-packed.
The setting is North Korea in the early phase of the current conflict.

Starred is Frank Lovejoy as the Marine colonel who, when asked by his
men if it was true that they were retreating from the vicinity of the Man-
churian border in the face of a Chinese Communist onslaught, replied grimly

:

"Retreat, hell! We're attacking in another direction." Lovejoy is ideally
cast in the role of the understanding and determined commander ; Richard
Carlson registers nicely as the reserve captain who finds it difficult to adjust
to the fact that he is once more engaged in the business of war

;
Rusty

Tamblyn is adequate in the role of a private who takes a starry-eyed view
of the Marine tradition, and Anita Louise, as Carlson's waiting wife, and
the many others in the well-chosen cast fit neatly into the proceedings.

The story takes the audience through Marine training and then overseas
into the thick of the battle in North Korea. The foe, like the Indians of the
old West, is ubiquitous and given to charging and sniping without warning.
Then, too, there is the enemy called winter which creates more suffering and
hardship for the "retreating" Marines than is caused by the maniacal Chinese.
All in all, "Retreat, Hell !" is a rich tribute to the Marine fighting man. But
it is also a rip-roaring fighting picture that should enjoy good business at

most theatres.

Joseph H. Lewis directed from a screen play by Sperling and Ted Sherde-
man. The cast is rounded out with Ned Young, Lamont Johnson, Robert
Ellis, Paul Smith and others.

Running time, 95 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

Feb. 23. Charles L. Franke

Navajo'
{Lippert) Hollywood, Feb. 10

IN THESE DAYS WHEN only pictures of special character, subject or

theme seem to do completely satisfactory business, it is hard to see how
this film, widely different from run-of-the-mine, can fail to make a notable

mark on the records of the period.

This is a present-day factual story of events and a crisis in the life of a

seven-year-old Indian boy living on the Navajo reservation in Arizona. It is

virtually indescribable in the terms usually employed in a report of this

nature and purpose, beyond the statement that it is a film of great natural

beauty, irresistable charm, and rich in audience reward. It affords an exhibi-

tor no marquee names with which to sell, yet on merit alone it stands a good
chance of running up a fame of its own to cancel out that need. It is of

course a natural for "art-house."

The picture is the joint undertaking of Hall Bartlett, whose first and
long-planned project it is, and Norman Foster, who wrote and directed it

after equally long and careful preparation. These earnest and expert crafts-

men took Virgil E. Miller, one of Hollywood's ablest cameramen, to the

Navajo reservation, recruited a cast of non-English speaking Indian residents,

and filmed, against a scenic background that has to be seen to be believed,

the story of the Indian boy and his contact with the white man's school. The
story, told largely in narration, is also, by reference and by analogy, the story

of the Navajos, set down without preachment, propaganda or pleading, but

the way it was and is. The telling takes 70 of the most satisfying minutes
recently experienced.

Running time, 70 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

Feb. 12.

The Hawk of the Wild River
{Columbia)

A VILLAIN known as the Hawk, a deadly shot with the bow and arrow,
becomes the objective of Charles Starrett, who once again plays two

roles, that of Steve Martin and the legendary Durango Kid. The picture has

all of the necessary ingredients that make it acceptable Western fare. On hand
to provide the comic relief is the bouncing, buoyant clown of many disguises.

Smiley Burnette.

In order to get closer to the Hawk, Starrett gets himself arrested and
thrown into the same cell with the killer. Presently he arranges a jail break,

and before long Starrett becomes an accepted member of the Hawk's gang of

outlaws. Thus armed with inside information, he is able to track down tlie

Hawk and bring his henchmen to justice. Conforming to convention there are
some close calls for Starrett as well as several mistaken notions as to his

intentions. Others in the cast are Jack Mahoney as the sheriff and Clayton
Moore as the Hawk. Colbert Clark produced and Fred F. Sears directed,

from the screenplay by Howard J. Green.

Running time, 54 minutes. General audience classification. February re-

lease. M. Hekb.stman
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A. T. & T. Can Now
Link 25 Cities

The growth of A. T. & T.'s

inter-city channels have now
made it possible to link 25

cities—three more than a few
months ago—in a theatre
television network "with a

reasonable amount of assur-

ance" an A. T. & T. spokes-

man disclosed here.

Another indication of the
growing availability of service

for theatre TV, the spokes-
man added, is that A. T. & T.

was able to clear 41 cities for

the projected Robinson-Olson
West Coast bout, which has
been postponed three times.

Bid FCC Ruling
{Continued from page 1)

severing of issues concerning the

transfer of DuMont stock from the

old Paramount Pictures firm to the

new one, the granting of present Du-
Mont appHcations for Hcenses, renewal
of licenses and modification of licenses,

and "such other relief as the Commis-
sion may decide appropriate."

DuMont said it had never been in-

volved in film production or any anti-

trust violation, and that it was "legal-

ly, technically, financially and other-

wise capable of conducting its own
activities." It cited instances where
DuMont's directors had prevailed over

Paramount's and other items to back

its claim that Paramount does not

control DuMont.
Paramount president Barney Bala-

ban is expected to return to the stand

when the hearings resume tomorrow
morning before FCC hearing examiner
Leo Resnick.

Arbitration Meet
{Continued from page 1)

Queried on whether he knew if UA,
Columbia, Universal, Republic and
Monogram will be sent copies of the

Allied memorandum, Wilbur Snaper,
Allied president, said he did not have
that information. This much is cer-

tain : copies of the memorandum will

be mailed in about a week by Abram
F. Myers, Allied general counsel, to

attorneys of Loew's, 20th-Fox. Para-
mount, RKO Radio and Warner
Brothers.

By and large, spokesmen for the

other five companies who were
reached at the weekend were reluc-

tant to comment without qualification

on the arbitration movement. They
said they did not want to presume
their companies would be invited to

an arbitration conference until there

was evidence that invitations would
be extended.
One exception was Edward Morey,

sales vice-president of Monogram. He
said he saw a great need for an "all

industry" arbitration system, and in

dicated his company was entirely will-

ing to participate in any conference
looking in that direction.

No Ruling on Color Video
{Continued from page 1)

uses. Mobilization officials will study

the situation, a National Production

Authority announcement said, and will

make a decision in the best interests

of the defense effort.

Theatre TV spokesmen, who at one

time asked for a separate NPA con-

ference on theatre television, said they

would now wait to see NPA's final ac-

tion before prodding the agency again

on the theatre TV question. "Perhaps
the action will solve our problems,"

one spokesman said. "Government
agencies have frequently been known
to take the middle course, and per-

mitting theatre color but banning

home color would be a middle ground.

We'll wait a while. Of course, if

NPA stalls too long, we'll prod them
again.

Said Privately

NPA officials said privately that far

more support developed at the indus-

try meeting than had been anticipated

in favor of keeping the ban on all

types of color television. The main
argument was that a green light for

color would divert highly trained

labor from the defense program to

color television output.

Balaban Argument

One of the strongest arguments for

a complete end of the color ban, with

NPA keeping control only through its

material allotments and permitting

manufacturers to use their allotments

for whatever end product they want,

came from Barney Balaban, Para-
mount Pictures president. Speaking
for Paramount's affiliate, Chromatic
Television Laboratories, Inc., which
holds the rights to the La"-rence tri-

color tube, Balaban said the M-90
order was to his knowledge the only

case where the government is con-

trolling the output of end products.

He said the order prohibited manu-
facture of a color set even if it didn't

use anv more or even if it used less

critical materials than a black-and-
white set.

Anomalous Situation

Moreover, he declared, "I can state

flatly that Chromatic has developed
the Lawrence tube to a point where a
set with that tube in it can produce a
black-and-white or color picture and
yet uses no other materials than are
utilized in any black-and-white set.

If M-90 is permitted to stand, we
have the anomalous situation that we
as a manufacturer could make a set

containing the Lawrence tube so long
as only a black-and-white picture was
produced thereon." CBS president
Frank Stanton said he agreed with
Balaban's recollection that the previ-

ous Oct. 25 conference had agreed
to permit manufacturers to turn out
whatever end products they wanted
so long as they stayed within their

material allotments from NPA. He
urged repeal of the M-90 order and
a simple policy that any manufac-
turer could use his materials how-
ever desired, but with the understand-
ing he would get no more materials
for color equipment than he was en-
titled to for black-and-white. Stanton
specifically made a plea for permis-
sion to use color in "non-broadcast
use."

Attacked CBS

RCA board chairman David Sar-
noff. who bitterlv attacked CBS and
charged that CBS was not meeting its

promised color TV broadcast sched-
ule even before the freeze, nonethe-
less agreed that the original Oct. 25
conference had not contemplated a
ban on theatre television.

In the official NPA statement, it

was declared that NPA officials had
emphasized at the meeting that even
if AI-90 were revoked, "no addi-
tional materials would be allotted to
anyone specifically for color televi-

sion."

A.T.&T.Costs
{Continued from page 1)

Projection Booth
{Continued from page 1)

Plaque for Kaufman
Clevei.an-d, Feb. 10.—A plaque will

be erected in the Will Rogers Memo-
rial Hospital in memory of the late

Dave Kaufman, Warner salesman, who
was killed last year in an automo-
bile accident. The plaque is in appre-
ciation of a $250 contribution to the
hospital made in memory of Kaufman
by the Cleveland Salesmen's Club.

booths ; provide separate washroom
facilities for projectionists; increase

ceiling heights of booths, and renovate

existing booth lighting equipment."
Sumberg added : "The forces which

were able to get this bill introduced

are exerting strong pressure to assure

passage. It is imperative that every

effort be made to prevent the enact-

ment of this legislation."

Messages of Opposition

Messages of opposition to Senator
Ernest I. Hatfield and to Assembly-
man John F. Wadlin, chairmen of the

Committees on Labor and Industry in

both houses, was also suggested by
Sumberg.
The lATSE advocates the bill,

which the state federation of labor has
supported in the past.

See Color Films in

Mexico in March
Mexico City, Feb. 10.—Color films

will be filmed in Mexico by mid-
March, at studios that are being con-

ditioned at San Angel Inn, local sub-

urb, to feature the Gevacolor proc-

ess. Technicians are due here soon
from Belgium to complete the opera-
tion. They expect to produce two
full-length pictures before summer.

A. T. & T. Tests 8
{Continued from page 1)

have been limited to experimental
phone service.

Such facilities, however, could be
used to carry video signals, it was
explained. The film industry is seek-
ing an allocation from the Federal
Communications Commission, when
hearings begin on March 10, of fre-

quencies on the 10-megacycle band.

atre Television Committee, have
warned of A. T. & T. opposition.

The counter attack of the industry,

according to sources now at work
preparing for the hearings, will cen-

ter on such costs as local loops, in-

stallations and inter-city transmissions.

Counter-charges on costs, according

to one industry spokesman, will hit the

Bell System in its most "vulnerable"

spot, and would mark the first time

that costs of theatre television have
ever been challenged before the FCC.

Saw No Basic Change

As far as costs go, an A. T. & T.
spokesman here said he saw no basic

change as to its structure in the fore-

seeable future for the occasional user
such as theatres. He said the costs

would decline as more theatres and
events are programmed.
The cost structure itself, however,

would remain the same. That is, $1
per air mile per hour for inter-city

video transmission, as compared to

the 20 cents charged to networks as

monthly users for video and additional

facilities. Other charges which he
saw remaining about the same include

loop and installation charges. Loop
charges currently range from $200 to

$400 per month to theatres, while
installation varies from no charge up
to $500, according to an A. T. & T.

spokesman, who pointed out that many
of these charges are made by local

telephone companies.
Exemplifying the "onerous" costs,

one industry representative, pointed to

loop charges. The engineer said, for

instance, that the charges in New
York for a loop are equal for the net-

work studio, which has millions of

outlets, and for the theatre which
has only a limited number of seats.

A. T. & T.'s position is that costs

cited by a public utility regulator by
the FCC cannot be based on "the abil-

ity to pay," nor to the comparative
maturity or infancy of the industry.

Instead, it is argued, the cost struc-

ture must be the same for all possible

users of facilities.

As to its over-all charges, an A.
T. & T. spokesman pointed to the

huge multi-million dollar investment

to build inter-city channels and pro-

vide service.

Leaves Monogram
{Continued from page 1)

him in 1924 when he formed Rayart
Pictures Corp. She subsquentlv joined
Monogram when Johnston formed that

firm and in 1940 moved to the Holly-
wood headquarters. She returned to

New York in 1941 when appointed
Monogram's Eastern publicity repre-
sentative and remained in that capac-
ity until her resignation.

Koury to Write Novels
Hollywood, Feb. 10.—Phil Koury

has resigned his post as Paramount
studio publicist, effective Feb. 15, to

devote all of his time to writing nov-
els. His first book will be published in

the fall by Doubleday. Koury, who was
with Paramount for six years, had
been assigned to Cecil B. DeMille pro-
ductions.

Leo, Johnson Appointed
Los Angeles, Feb. 10.—John Leo

has been appointed district manager of

the new San Francisco office of Man-
hattan Films International, Inc., and
Pete Johnson, formerly with station

KTTV, will join the local staff' to

handle the firm's newly-created TV^
division, it was announced here by
president Robert I. Kronenberg. Leo
was formerly a district sales manager
for Eagle Lion.

Taylor Theatre Burns
L.aurel, Miss., Feb. 10.—The Jean

Theatre Building was one of five

business establishments included in

Laurel's worse fire in 20 years, caus-
ing damage estimated at $750,000.
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• Outside the theatre, light merely helps to get your patrons

in. Inside, however, light on your screen is literally the whole

show. It alone must fulfill the expectancy of gripping scenes . .

.

startling close-ups ... of color gloriously revealed in costume and

setting - all the elements of PERFECT ILLUSION.

If yours is one of the large percentage of inadequately lighted

indoor theatre screens, ask yourself: Are my lamps aligned and

in proper trim.'' Electrical equipment in good working order.-*

Screen reflectivity within the limits of recommended practice.'

Remember, "National" projector carbon lighting costs less —
and means more — than any other exhibitor expense. Don't wait

for the box ojffice to remind you that something is wrong.

"National" Projector Carbon Distributors and our Lighting

Specialists are always available to make specific recommendations

for improving the light on your screen.

BUY National PROJECTOR ZMl!^m%...for brighter screens

...for bigger box office
TRADE-MARK

The term "National" is a registered trade-mark of

Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation

NATIONAL CARBON COMPANY
A Division of Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation

30 East 42nd Street, New York 1 7. N. Y.

District Sales Offices: Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Kansas City, New York, Pittsburgli, San Francisco
IN CANADA: National Carbon Limited, Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg
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Give-and-Take

On Rentals

QuestionUrged

Advocates of Arbitration

Rely on Ground-Giving

The exhibitor-distributor arbitra-

tion conference which appears to

be in the offing unquestionably

would put the spotlight on wide

differences of opinion on the questions

of whether film rentals should be ar-

bitrated and whether punitive damages
should be included in awards under a

possible system, according to observ-

ers in both exhibition and distribution

here.

Generally, however, it is hoped that

exhibition, which has put forth the

proposal that rentals be included in

industry arbitration, and distribution,

which frowns on this proposal, will

approach such a conference in a spirit

of "give-and-take." Those in both

branches who are eager to see an

arbitration system established are re-

lying on such a spirit to bring the

conference to fruition.

Meanwhile, Allied States Associa-

( Continued on page 6)

See Para. Hearing

Decision Sept. 1

Washington, Feb. 12. — Federal

Communications Commission hearing

examiner Leo Resnick estimated today
he would issue a proposed decision in

the catch-all Paramount hearing
around next Sept. 1.

That would be considerably more
than a year after the question of the

merger between the American Broad-
casting Co. and United Paramount
Theatres—one of the issues in the

hearing—was put up to the Commis-
sion. It would be two and a half

{Continued on page 7)

April Star Tour
Set for Albany
.\lbaxv, X. Y.. Feb. 12.—.\ unit

of Hollywood stars and personalities

will tour the ."Mbany exchange district

the week of April 21, for "Movietime,
U.S.A.," local co-chairman Harry La-
ment announced Monday night follow-
ing a telephone talk with .'\rthur L.
Mayer, executive director of the
Council of Motion Picture Organiza-
tions. Mayer will furnish Lamont
with the names in a week.
A meeting of branch managers with

Lamont, Charles A. Smakwitz, War-
(Continued on page 6)

'Viva Zapata' Hits $68,000;

Big $90,000 for 'Stranger'

Twentieth Century-Fox's "Viva Zapata" at the Rivoli here is ex-

pected to hit a robust $68,000 for its first week which will end tomorrow.

The Darryl F. Zanuck production serves as a pacer for other Broadway
houses whose grosses were bolstered by yesterday's Lincoln Birthday

holida}'.

Yearly High of 50,000

Color TV Tubes Seen
Washington, Feb. 12.—Paul

Raibourn, Paramount Pic-

tures vice-president and tele-

vision expert, told the Fed-
eral Communications Com-
mission today that Chromatic
Television Laboratories, Inc.,

could not produce more than
50,000 Lawrence tri-color

tubes a year. He added that
Chromatic "would be doing
very well" if it produced be-
tween 5,000 and 10,000 in the
coming year.

ListNominees

For 'Oscars^
Hollywood, Feb. 12.—Nominations

for the Academy of ^lotion Picture
Arts and Sciences' 1952 "Awards of

Merit" are as follows :

Best Motion Picture: "An Amer-
ican in Paris," AI-G-M ; "Decision
Before Dawn," 20th Century-Fox

;

"A Place in the Sun." Paramount

;

"Quo Vadis." M-G-M, and "A Street-
car Xamed Desire." Warner Brothers.

Best Actress: Katharine Hepburn
for "The .\frican Queen" ; Vivien
Leigh for "Streetcar" ; Eleanor Park-
er for "Detective Story" ; Shelley
\Mnters for "Place in the Sun" and
Jane Wyman for "The Blue Veil."

(Continued on page 7)

250 at Industry
Tribute Luncheon

Some 250 persons from the motion
picture industry, the press and numer-
ous national organizations will gather
at the Hotel Pierre here today where
the preview committees of 13 national

women's groups will present to the in-

dustry a citation for its "creative ar-

tistry" and successful "voluntary self-

regulation." Eric Johnston, president
of the Motion Picture Association of

America, will accept the citation for

the industry and make the response.

Representatives from all of the 13

(Continued on page 7)

Other strong grossers include

"Phone Call From a Stranger," at

the Roxy, "The Greatest Show on
Earth" at the Radio City Music Hall,

"Sailor Beware" at the Mayfair and
"Quo \'adis" at the Aster.

A big $90,000 is estimated for the

second stanza of "Phone Call From a

Stranger" at the R0X3', which is fea-

turing Johnny Johnston on stage. It

will hold over for another week when
"Five Fingers'' will bow in, with
Dorothy Lamour on stage.

The drawing power of "The Great-

(Continued on page 6)

Winikus Heads UA
Ads and Publicity

Hollywood, Feb. 12.—Francis AI.

\\"inikus has been named national di-

rector of advertising, publicity and ex-

ploitation for United Artists by ^Max
E. Youngstein,
UA vice-presi-

dent, who will

continue to su-

pervise all ad-

vertising, pub-
licity and ex-

ploitation of the

company. Wini-
kus had been
assistant
national direc-

tor.

"Winikus' ap-
pointment
is United Art-
ists" initial move
in a worldwide

plan to create an advertising-merchan-
(Continued on page 6)

Francis Winikns

'U' Directors Get
Preliminary Report

Distribution of a voluminous preli-

minary report on the possible benefits

accruing from the consolidation of

Universal Pictures and Decca Records
to Universal's board of directors has
now been completed.

Action on the report, however, is

not expected until late spring. The
Universal board has amended the com-
pany's by-laws to change tlie annual
stockholders meeting date from the
second Wednesday in March to the
fourth Thursday in .April. However,
the Universal stockholders meeting is

(Continued on page 6)

Johnston Calls

FCC Meet Top
ItemonAgenda
Part of MPAA Emphasis
On Domestic Issues

Hollywood, Feb. 12.—With for-

eign problems which were pre-
eminent in 1947 now much im-
proved, the Motion Picture Asso-
ciation of America is reorienting its

operations to give the domestic situa-

tion predominant attention, president
Eric Johnston told the trade-press yes-
terday. Uppermost among domestic
matters on an early agenda is the in-

dustry's hearings before the Federal
Communications Commission March
10 on its request for ultra-high-
frequency channels which, if granted,
Johnston said, "might mean a com-
plete change in the motion picture in-

dustry."

During Hie past week Johnston has
lined up studio executives, production
heads and others who will go to

Washington to testify before the FCC.
Although the foreign situation is

better than it was as concerns getting

(Continued on page 7)

Tells of 'Good'
Tenarken Business

A report of "good business" was
rendered by Robert M. Weitman,
L'nited Paramount Theatres vice-pres-
ident, in describing the box-office

situation of UPT's Tenarken theatre
circuit.

\\'eitman, who returned Monday
from a tour of the circut, said that

managers in Arkansas, Kentucky and
Tennessee reported that business was
holding up favorably as compared to

a year ago. ^^'eitman attributed the
favorable incline to good product and
merchandising.

'Amazing'Upswing in

Minnesota Business
MixxE.xPOLis, Feb. 12.—Business in

tlie Twin Cities and the state of
Minnesota in general has been "abso-
lutley amazing" in recent weeks, ac-
cording to Minnesota .Amusement Co.
executive Charles \\"inchell. who,
while declining to give actual grosses,
felt "the general improvement indi-

cates a definite break in the box-office
decline" in this area.

Citing engagements in a cross sec-

tion of situations as all scoring an
upswing over recent weeks, he indi-

(Continued on page 6)
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Justice Department

Appeals Decision

On Crescent Case

\\'ashixgton. Feb. 12.—The Jus-
tice Department today appealed to the

Sixtli Circuit Court of Appeals its

criminal contempt charges against

Crescent Amusement Co. and seven

other defendants.

The notice of appeal from the Nash-
ville District Court decision dismiss-

ing the contempt charges was filed at

Nashville. Justice Department officials

here said they had not yet decided

whether also to appeal the Nashville
court's dismissal of civil contempt
charges. That appeal would go di-

rectly to the U. S. Supreme Court,

and the government has another 30

days in which to make that decision.

Both the civil and criminal contempt
proceedings grew out of government
charges that Crescent had violated the

1943 court decree, which ended the

Federal suit against the circuit.

Minevitch Plans 3
More Films Abroad
Borrah Minevitch, whose first pro-

duction, "Jour de Fete," will open at

the 55th Street Playhouse here on
Feb. 19, has plans for three more pro-
ductions, he announced here. All will

be made abroad.

Minevitch, who arrived here from
France to attend the American pre-

miere, plans to go back in about three

weeks to get the next film rolling.

Production costs in France in the

past year have gone up about 30 per
cent, he said. Yet, he asserted, by an
astute shooting schedule, pictures can
be made much more economically there.

The average first-run admission is

85 cents, he said, and with economic
conditions poor, patrons are shopping
for their film entertainment.

"Jour de Fete," which stars Jacques
Tati, is being released in the U. S.

through Mayer-Kingsley.

Eady to Retire; New
Aide for Film Pact
Lo.xDON, Feb. 12.— Sir Wilfrid

Eady, joint Second -Secretary at the

Treasury, and author of the Eady
Plan under which a portion of ex-
hibitors' receipts is set aside to aid

producers, will retire from public
service at the end of .\pril.

Sir Bernard Gilbert will become
second Secretary, with E. G. Comp-
ton, head of the overseas coordination
section of the Treasury, taking over
supervision of home finance from Sir

Bernard. It is understood that Comp-
ton will represent the Treasury in

any negotiations concerned with the

.\nglo-American films monetary agree-
ment, and in discussions (A changes
in the entertainment tax, for which
exhibitors here are now pressing.

W. R. Fuller Stricken
I.o.vuoK, Feb. 12.—Walter R. Fuller,

general secretary of the Cinemato-
graph Exhibitors Association, is seri-

ously ill in a Glasgow nursing home
where he was taken after being strick-

en while attending the CEA's Scottish
Branch annual meeting.

Personal Mention
SAM ECKMAN, managing director

for Loew's International in Eng-
land, is due to arrive here today on
the lie dc France for a brief visit

with Arthur M. Loew and other

home office executives.
•

Irvinc; MaaSj former vice-president

and general manager of the MPEA,
and Mrs. Maas, have returned to

New York from a four-week Florida

vacation.
•

Silas F. Seadler, M-G-M adver-

tising manager, was a special guest on
Bill Williams' program over the

WJZ network Sunday night.
•

Donald Nathan, executive of

Paramount International Films, has

announced his engagement to Mrs.
Katherine Rapp Bernstein.

•

Edward M. Saunders, M-G-M as-

sistant general sales manager, has left

here to spend a few days in Denver.
•

Robert K. Shapiro, manager of

Broadway's Paramount Theatre here,

celebrated his birthday yesterday.

EORGE D. BURROWS, execu-

tive vice-president and treasurer

of Monogram-Allied Artists, has re-

turned to Hollywood from New York.
•

Donald Mack, sales manager of

Filmack Trailers television division,

and his wife announce the birth of a

son, Howard Craig, making Irving
Mack, Filmack president, a grand-
father again.

•

Robert J. Wolff, managing direc-

tor of RKO Radio Pictures, Ltd.,

United Kingdom, left here for the

Coast yesterday.
•

Harold Wirthwein, Monogram-
Allied Artists Western sales manager,
has left Hollywood for Kansas City
and St. Louis.

•

Charles J. Feldman, Universal-
International domestic sales manager,
returned to New York yesterday from
Chicago.

•

William J. Heineman, United
Artists distribution vice-president, is

in Hollywood for a two weeks visit.

Glenn Again Heads
NY Directors Guild
Jack Glenn, senior director of the

March of Time, has been installed

as president of the Eastern Screen
Directors Guild for the fourth .straight

year. The entire roster of officers

was reelected by acclamation.

Continued in office were : Dana
Noyes, first vice-president ; Leslie

Roush, second vice-president ; Alex-
ander Gansell, recording secretary

;

Hans Mandell, corresponding secre-

tary : Edward Seward, treasurer.

Continuing on the board of governors
are : Joseph E. Henabery, Herbert
Kerkow, Warren Murray, George L.

George and William Resnick. Re-
elected to the auditing committee
were : Henwar Rodakiewicz, chair-

man, Redmond Farrar and Paul Falk-
enberg.

Variety Benefits from
^Las Vegas* Premiere
Las Vegas, Feb. 12.—Pairs of

tickets to the premiere of RKO
Radio's "The Las Vegas Story" were
being sold for $50 by leading hotels

here to increase the benefit for the

Variety Club Heart Fund for handi-

capped children, which will receive
all proceeds from the two-theatre
opening tonight. The premiere was at

the Fremont and Huntridge theatres,

following a fireworks display, street

parade, and other festivities which
saw this city reverting to its "Old
West" days with everyone dressed in

Western fashion.

Carmel Myers' Book
"Don't Think About It," a book by

Carmel Myers (Mrs. A. W. Schwal-
berg), has been published by Double-
day & Co. With a foreword by Law-
rence .S. Kubie, M.D., the book offers

a formula for overcoming grief for

some of those visited by great per-

sonal tragedy.

Aboaf to Europe
On Blumberg Drive
Americo Aboaf, sales vice-president

of Universal International Films, Inc.,

foreign distributors of Universal pic-

tures and J. Arthur Rank productions
in Latin America and Philippines, will

leave here over the weekend on a
six-weeks' tour of U-I branches
throughout Europe.

This visit will coincide with the

middle-period of the worldwide "Nate
Blumberg 40th Anniversary Drive,"
Dec. 30 to May 3, in which Greece,
France, Spain, Belgium and Italy now
hold leading positions.

Cancel Premieres
For King's Funeral
London, Feb. 12.—British theatres

will remain closed until 6:00 P.M.
Friday, the day of the King's funeral,

despite the government's announcement
that it is the wish of the new Queen
that there be no general suspension
of work on that day.

Paramount has called off its elabo-

rate, circus-like premiere for "The
Greatest Show on Earth," which had
been scheduled for Friday. Instead,

the film will open in the ordinary way
on Saturday. Republic also has can-

celled the European premiere of its

"Thunder Across the Pacific," which
had been scheduled for the Theatre
Royal at Manchester.

Closing for Funeral
Ottawa, Feb. 12. — Canadian the-

atres are expected to be closed until

the evening performance Friday, the
day of the funeral of King George VI.

NTFC Reception Today
A series of "Wednesday at the War-

wick" reception meetings will be
launched at the Hotel Warwick here
today by the National Television Film
Council.

243 U.S. Films to

Mexico in A Year
Mexico City, Feb. 12.—Hol-

lywood continues to dominate
Mexican exhibition, official

figures disclosing that of 297
imported pictures screened in
1951, 243 were American. The
others were: French, 18;
Spanish, 16; Italian, 10; Ar-
gentinian, six; English, three
and Chilean, one. Only 112
Mexican pictures were ex-
hibited.

NPA Approves New
Fox Denver Theatre

Washington, Feb. 12.—The Na-
tional Production Authority has ap-
proved an application from Fox Great-
er Theatres to put up a new theatre
in Denver, it was learned here today.
The theatre is to replace a leased

theatre which Fox is losing in March
or April. NPA officials said they
understood Fox was planning to use
a "pre-fab" type theatre, that the
structure had been on hand for a long-

time, and that the application was
approved on the grounds of hardship
arising from the loss of the lease and
on the understanding that no govern-
ment allotments of materials would be
needed to put up the new theatre.

The New York Statutory Court re-

cently okayed the new theatre under a
provision in the 2'Oth-Fox consent de-
cree which said Fox could erect a
theatre in Denver to replace the one
being lost if both the Justice De-
partment and the court approved. The
application was opposed by Harris
WiOlfberg, Denver independent ex-
hibitor, who is taking over the theatre
which Fox is losing.

$55,000 for 'Quo Vadis'
Philadelphia Feb. 12.—Metro-

Goldwyn-Mayer's "Quo Vadis" is un-
derstood to have established a record
at the Warner's Mastbaum Theatre
here, on a $55,000 gross for five days.

NEW YORK THEATRES

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL
Rockefeller Center _____

CECIL B. DeMILLE'S

"THE GREATEST SHOW
ON EARTH"

Color by TECHNICOLOR
plus

SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION

HOWARD HUGHES prnMli

JANE RUSSELL

VICTOR MATURE N

THE LAS

VEGAS STORY
Midnight fnivw
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TOP MUSICAL FOR
A TOP! HOLIDAY!

I
1

What could
I

'

I
f

be
I
sweeter!

If

TRADE SHOWS
MARCH lUh

IT WILL RAIN GOLD AT EASTER!
Be ready with open dates to catch the shower of profits

!

We make the unqualified statement that "Singin' In The Rain" is the greatest box-

office musical M-G-M ever made! The Previews in California w^ere unprecedented in

Coast annals. It is the talk of the film colony. The public has never seen anything like

it! We urge you as we have never urged before: Save your Easter dates for this

M-G-Musical Goldmine!

M-G-M presents "SINGIN' IN THE RAIN" starring Gene Kelly Donald O'Connor • Debbie Reynolds • with Jean Hagen
Millard Mitchell • and Cyd Charisse • Color by Technicolor • Story and Screen Play by Adolph Green and Betty Comden • Lyrics

by Arthur Freed • Music by Nacio Herb Brown • Directed by Gene Kelly and Stanley Donen • Produced by Arthur Freed
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Rentals
(Continued from page 1)

tion's emphasis away from the use of

legal counsel in an arbitration ar-

rangement such as the organization
has outlined, is expected to cause the

presidents of tlie film companies, ra-

ther than distribution attorneys, to

issue the necessary invitations which
would bring about a meeting of ex-
hibition and distribution.

Allied has indicated that it does not
want arbitration to provide an arena
for attorneys, whether they be of dis-

tribution or exhibition. It is under-
stood that the only point at which
Allied will tolerate legal activity in

connection with arbitration is in the

preparation of amendments to the in-

dustry anti-trust suit consent decree.

These would be submitted to the De-
partment of Justice for approval.

The legal departments of the com-
panies, however, will receive this week
or early next week from Abram F.

Myers, Allied general counsel, copies

of the Allied proposals on arbitration

which have been published in the trade
press. Accompanying the proposals
will be a letter from Myers suggesting
that if the companies see fit to do
so they could call a conference on
the subject.

It is expected that the Theatre
Owners of America, which has indi-

cated it sees practically eye-to-eye
with Allied on arbitration, would be
invited to the conference, nothwith-
standing the fact that a little over a
year ago a T OA-distribution arbitra-

tion conference was held in New
York.

Winikus Promoted
(Continued from page 1)

dising organization that will provide a
selling service for independent pro-
ducers second to none," said Young-
stein's announcement.
Winikus has been with U.A. since

1946, moving up from copywriter, to
copy chief and to advertising mana-
ger in 1947. He was named assistant
director of advertising, publicity and
promotion in 1951.

Minnesota Business
(Continued from page 1)

cated he was particularly impressed
with the improvements in first-runs

in Minneapolis and St. Paul.

i

I

im HRS. ONESTOP

3 DC-6 Mainliners daily

TO LOS ANGELES

ON UNITED!

De luxe service aloft, including deli-

cious Mainliner meals af no extra

cost. United's famous flight, "ihe

Hollywood," leaves at noon, arrives

at 8:20 p.m. Other DC-6 Mainliners

at convenient hours during the day

and evening.

UNITED AIR LINES

J

Reviews
"5 Fingers''
(20th Century-Fox)

SUBTITLED "The Story of the Highest Paid Spy in History," this adapta-
tion of a novel by one L. C. Moyzisch is a wonderfully droll and suspense-

ful affair that is bound to add to the laurels of director Joseph L. Mankie-
wicz and bring further credit to James Mason who is cast as the character
referred to in the subtitle.

Otto Lang's production is characterized by polish and sophistication and is

freighted with the sort of clever, barbed repartee that one would expect to

hear in the diplomatic circles of Ankara, Turkey, in 1944 when British and
German ambassadors and ministers openly used that capital as a listening

post.

Here we meet the Nazis' Franz von Papen (John Wengraf) who never
lacks for a snide reference to his superiors in Berlin

; the British ambassador
(Walter Hampden), a kindly, trusting sort; Ulysses Diello (Mason), the
latter's brash valet, who helps himself to secret British documents and, more
or less oblivious in their contents, sells them to the Germans for a fancy
price; the Countess Anna Staviski (Danielle Darrieux) whom Mason courts
and learns to regret having done so ; Col. von Richter, a Gestapo officer whose
heel-clicking belies his claim to being a Swiss merchant, and Moyzisch (Oscar
Karlweis) a meek German Embassy attache whom Mason picks for a go-
between. Michael Wilson, who wrote the screenplay, has imparted tang to

their conversation and irony to the developments in which they find them-
selves.

No synopses could do credit to the clever twists and turns of the plot.

Suffice it to say that what happens on the screen wil give any exhibitor's
patrons a fine time. Word-of-mouth advertising should make "5 Fingers"
add up to a top grosser.

Michael Rennie, is splendid as a British investigator, to complete the star-

ring trio which includes Mason and Miss Darrieux. Rounding out the support
are A. Ben Astar, Roger Plowden, Michael Pate, Ivan Triesault, David
Wolfe, and others. Norbert Brodine's photography and Fred Sersen's special

photographic effects are precisely what are to be expected in a superior pro-
duction like this.

Running time, 108 minutes. General audience classification. For March
release. Charles L. Franke

"Return of the Texan"
{20th Century-Fox)

IF EVER AN EXHIBITOR wanted a real home-spun picture, here it is.

It's corn, but golden corn.

The tale of "Return of the Texan"—it's not cow-boyish—is a simple tale,

effectively told, about a guy, Dale Robertson, who hailed from Kansas farm-
lands, migrated to Texas, with his dad, Walter Brennan, and, in the Lone Star
State, became the father of two young sons, and became, also, a widower.
Action starts when Robertson, the boys, and grandpa return to the now

dilapidated Kansas farmhouse from where grandpa had pioneered. There is

much humor and pathos in their struggle to rebuild the farmhouse, and the
farm land, all of which is enhanced, romantically, by the sympathetic admira-
tion of Joanne Dru for widower-with-two-young-boys Robertson. Joanne, in

the story, is the sister-in-law of a very rich neighbor estate owner, Richard
Boone, who, at times, makes things difficult for Robertson and the gal. But,
as you would expect, love conquers all.

Dudley Nichols' screenplay is "meaty." Director Delmar Daves salted it

tastefully and Frank Rosenberg, the producer, served it proficiently. We
liked the dish. Others who helped, in the cast, are : Richard Boone, Tom
Tully, Robert Horton, Helen Westcott, Lonnie Thomas, Dennis Ross.
Nichols' screenplay came from Fred Gipson's Book-of-the-Month Club selec-

tion.

Running time, 88 minutes. General audience classification. For March
release. James Cunningham

^U' Report
(Continued from page 1)

expected to be postponed to the mid-
dle of July.

The report, prepared by the commit-
tee headed by director Preston Davie,

explores the mutual fields of films,

records and television of the two com-
panies, in addition to listing the com-
parative financial holdings of the prin-

cipal firms.

Next Step

Following study of the report, the

L'niversal board is slated to render a

decision in principle on whether the

consolidation is advisable. The next

stc]), according to a source wrestling

with the problem, will be to hand over

the decision to company lawyers for

an agreement on the most advantage-

ous form of consolidating the two
companies.

It is hoped that a concrete plan will

be worked out for the annual stock-

holders meeting.

April Star Tour
(Continued from page 1)

ner zone manager, and Saul J. Ull-
man, upstate general manager for
Fabian, will probably be held Satur-
day to arrange details of the swing.
Jack Goldberg, M-G-M manager, is

co-chairman.

A factor mitigating against any
quick decision is the visit of Nate J.
Blumberg, Universal "president, to the
Coast, He is now en route to the
Coast by train.

I DID THE HIGHLY PRAISED

DUBBING
FROM SPANISH TO ENGLISH ON THE 10
REEL "LOYOLA" (THE SOLDIER SAINT)
WITH MY WORD INDICATING SYSTEM &
SPECIAL LANGUAGE SYNCHRONIZERS.
MICHAEL HOFFMAN, DUBBING EXPERT,
489 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK. MU 2-7486

N.Y. Grosses
(Continued from page 1)

est Show on Earth" at the Radio
City Music Hall is again evidenced
this week with a healthy $140,000
forecast for the film's fifth inning.

At the Mayfair, a fine $58,000 is

seen for the second week of "Sailor
Beware." Another good box-office

screen attraction is "Death of a Sales-
man" at the Victoria which expects a
good $19,000 for its eighth inning.

"Quo Vadis" at the Astor is fore-

cast
_
to rack up a healthy $30,000

for its 14th stanza.

"When Worlds Collide" at the
Globe is estimated to do a fairly nice

$33,000 for its first seven days, while
a more than satisfactory $50,000 is

expected for the second and final week
of "The Las Vegas Story" at the
Paramount. Bowing today there is

"A Girl in Every Port," with Polly
Bergen and Gene Krupa on stage.

"On Dangerous Ground" opened
yesterday at the Criterion, replacing
"I \yant You," which did a nice $5,000
for its final three days.

"Lone Star" at the Capitol is a bit

disappointing with $32,000 seen for
the second week. The next attraction
is "African Queen," which will open
at an unannounced date this month.
Humphrey Bogart, who stars in the
United Artists production, has arrived
in NeAv York to aid in the exploita-
tion of the film.

The "Judy Garland Festival," the
title of the "Meet Me in St. Louis,"
and "Babes in Arms" film reissue

package, will bow in at Loew's State
Friday. The second and final week of
"Invitation," the current State occu-
pant, is expected to ring up a not-too-
good $12,000'.

'Trees' Opening Fair

"The Big Trees" at the Warners
opened to only a fair $22,000' for its

initial seven days.

Among ofif-Broadway houses, "Tales
of Hoffmann" at the Sutton is ex-
pected to do a good $6,800 for its sixth

week. Another excellent holdover is

"Cry, the Beloved Country" at the
two-a-day Bijou where an excellent

$10,500 is anticipated for the third

week. For the 15th week of "The
Lavender Hill Mob" at the Fine Arts
Theatre, a nice $7,000 was racked up,

while at the Park Avenue a fair $6,-

500 was seen for the second and final

week of "St. Matthew Passion."
"The River" at the Paris is ex-

pected to do a healthy $9,000 for its

23rd inning, while a very nice $6,000
is estimated for the tenth week of

"Pandora and the Flying Dutchman"
at the Normandie.

Melchior, Ben Blue
At RKO Palace Here

Lauritz Melchior, Ben Blue, Jean
Carroll and the Les Compagnons de
la Chansons will top the bill which
will replace Judy Garland at the two-
a-day RKO Palace here on Feb. 26.

Judy Garland's farewell appearance
ending her record-breaking engage-
ment will be on Feb. 24.

FILMACK^^H
ISjgj^SPECIAL

TRAILERS
nr us AND sm

CHICAGO 1327S.Wabaih

NIW YORK «30 Ninth Av
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Paramount Decision
{Continued from page 1)

230at Tribute
(Continued from page 1)

Johnston
(Continued from page 1)

films into and dollars out of most
countries, Johnston said, British noti-

fication that it intends to reopen its

two-year pact this summer with re-

spect to the dollar-remittance pro-

vision, plus the fact that the French
pact expires in June, probably will

require him to make a European visit.

He said Colonel Richard McConnell
left for Japan today to discuss pros-

pects for relaxing restrictions on dol-

lar remittances.

Questioned on Code Policy

Asked whether last week's replies

by Production Code staf¥ members to

criticisms by William Wyler and
George Jessell presaged a new over-

all industry policy which would entail

responses to other types of unwarrant-
ed criticism, Johnston said, "I think

it is always well for persons informed
on industry subjects to correct mis-
information spread about them, so

long as the industry does not become
characterized as always on the de-

fensive." He continued, "As for the

code itself, there is this irrefutable

proof of its value. Our pictures made
under the code compete abroad with
films made by foreign producers who
have no code to abide by, and our
pictures are the most popular. Family
heads know there, as here, they can
take their families to see them with-

out risk of offense. If the code were
not valuable this would not happen.
As for the claim that there is a ma-
ture audience to be served, where is

this mature audience, if it doesn't

show itself in those countries?"

Johnston said he plans to spend two
or three days here each month in the

future, discussing industry problems
with studio executives, and hopes to

visit exhibitor organizations whenever
possible to exchange views on exhibi-

tion and production problems with
them.

Schenck Appointed

The MPAA president also revealed
the appointment of Marvin Schenck as

chairman of the Hollywood commit-
tee, representing all studios, to handle
this end of the Council of Motion
Picture Organizations' "Movietime,
U.S.A." tours, which will be resumed
in March and carried on for 10 weeks,
with one or more touring companies
leaving Hollywood weekly. And
plans are being made for continuing
the tours later throughout the year.

MPA Behind Schary

Libel Suit Vs. WEC
Hollywood, Feb. 12.—Motion Pic-

ture Association of America President

Eric Johnston yesterday told Motion
Picture Daily MPA.A. "of course"
will back up Dore Scharv in his

$1,250,0001 libel suit against Wage
Earners Committee just as it backed
Stanley Kramer in his $1,000,000 suit

against the same organization last

month. Schary's suit, filed over the

weekend, charges WEC with libelling

him via placards born by WKC pick-

ets parading in front of the Egyptian
and Loew's State theatres where
M-G-M's "Lone Star" is running.

Kramer's suit was similarly premised
on circulars distributed by WEC
pickets at the PiCverly Hills run of

his "Detective Story." Schary's suit

sets forth that WEC placards attempt
to link his name with various sub-

versive organizations.

years since a hearing was held on
another issue—whether UPT, Para-
mount Pictures or any of their sub-

sidiaries can own television stations in

the light of the parent company's anti-

trust record. And it would be almost
four years since the Commission is-

sued its proposed finding on another
of the hearing's issues—whether Para-
mount Pictures controls Allen B. Du-
Mont Laboratories, Inc.

Observers pointed out, moreover,
that Resnick's decision would not

mark the end of the matter. It would
be considerably more time before the

Commission itself approved or modi-
fied his proposed ruling, and then the

Commission's decision could be ap-

pealed to the courts.

Paramount Pictures president Bar-
ney Balaban completed his testimony
Monday, after five and a half days on
the stand. In the final questioning,

the Paramount head was asked again

by FCC counsel Frederick Ford as to

whether Paramount would sell pic-

tures to television under the practices

used in selling to exhibitors and en-

joined by the Supreme Court. Bala-

ban replied pictures would be sold on
a picture by picture basis.

He was questioned in detail by Res-
nick on licensing agreements which
include a minimum admission price.

Balaban said he wasn't too familiar

with the practice, but that he thought
exhibitors benefited from it. Balaban
was released with the understanding
that he would be brought back for

later questioning on "specific theatre

situations" by Ford.
He was followed to the stand by

Phonevision Too
'Involved': Balaban
Wa.shingto.\-, Feb. 12.—The tran-

script of last week's Federal Com-
munications Commission hearings re-

veals that Barney Ba'aban, Paramount
Pictures president, was misquoted in

Motion Picture Daily of Feb. 6,

which reported him as saying both
that Phonevision was "simple and
practical" and, later, not practical and
'too involved."

Examination of the transcript re-

veals that Balaban's testimony re-

garding a "simple and practical" pay-
as-you-see television system referred

to Telemeter. It was Phonevision he
regarded as an impractical, "too in-

volved" system.

List Nominees
(Continued from page 1 )

Best Supporting Actress: loan
Blondell in "Blue Veil"; Mildred
Dunnock in "The Death of a Sales-
man" ; Lee Grant in "Detective
Story" ; Kim Hunter in "Streetcar"
and Thelma Ritter in "The Mating
Season."
Best Actor: Humphrey Bogart,

"Queen" ; Marlon Brando, "Street-
car"

; Montgomery Clift, "Sun"; Ar-
thur Kennedy, "Bright X^ictory," and
Frederic March. "Salesman."

Best Supporting Actor: Leo Genn,
"Quo Vadis"; Karl Maiden, "Street-
car" ; Kevin McCarthy, "Salesman"

:

Peter Ustinov, "Quo Vadis," and Gig
y'oung, "Come Fill the Cup."
Best Director: John Huston,

"Queen"; Vincente Minnelli, "Ameri-
can"; William Wyler, "Detective";
peorge Stevens, "Sun," and Elia
Kazan, "Streetcar."

Paul Raibourn, Paramount Pictures
vice-president and president of Para-
mount Television Productions, Inc.

Raibourn outlined Paramount's inter-

est in Chromatic Television Labora-
tories, Inc., International Telemeter
Corp. and Scophony Corp. of Amer-
ica. He said he thought the "next
great upsurge in television would
come with color."

During Raibourn's testimony, Para-
mount attorney Paul Porter put into
the record the complete exchange of

letters between Balaban, Raibourn and
other Paramount officials and Zenith
president Eugene McDonald over pro-
viding films for the experimental test

of Phonevision. He also entered the
correspondence between Balaban and
Skiatron president Arthur Levey, in

which Balaban promised Paramount
Pictures for the latter's subscriber
vision experiment.

Resnick's estimate of a Sept. 1 de-
cision was based on the hearing's last-

ing until April 1. After that, he said,

all parties would be given 60 days to

file proposed findings. Three months
after that, Resnick said, he should be
able to announce his decision.

Among the witnesses who will fol-

low Raibourn to the stand will be Y.
Frank Freeman, Paramount studio
head; Austin C. Keogh, Paramount
general counsel, Leonard Goldenson,
UPT president ; Robert O'Brien,
UPT vice-president

; John Balaban,
Balaban and Katz head ; the mana-
gers of KTLA and WBKB ; and pos-
sibly several Paramount directors.

organizations will be on hand. Their
previewing committees make up the
leviewers who participate in publish-
nig "Joint Estimates of Current Mo-
tion Pictures'' and are from the fol-

lowing groups : American Association
of University Women, American
Jewish Committee, American Library
Association, Associated Women of the
American Farm Bureau Federation,
Children's Film Library Committee,
National Society of the Daughters of
the American Revolution, National
Federation of Music Clubs, General
Federation of Women's Clubs, Girl
Scouts of the U.S.A., Protestant Mo-
tion Picture Council, United Church-
women, National Council of Parents
and Teachers and the Schools Motion
Picture Committee. Also at the
luncheon will be representatives of
local film councils.

Additional guests will include presi-
dents and advertising-publicity direc-
tors of MPAA member companies,
trade and news press editors, a group
from the International Federation of
Catholic alumnae, MPAA officials and
members of the companies' Commun-
ity Relations Committee. Mrs. Her-
bert Langner of the American Jewish
Committee will be luncheon chairman
and besides the latter and Johnston,
principal speakers will be Mrs.
Thomas Fee of the American Asso-
ciation of University Women, Mrs.
Jesse Bader of the Protestant Mo-
tion Picture Council, and Mrs. Dean
Gray Edwards of the General Fed-
eration of Women's Clubs.

"A good bet for anybody's screen! Expert, exciting chase!

Plenty tiirill and suspense!" —Film Daily

THE MOST EXCITING

THRILLER OF THE YEAR!

Another BIG ONE thruUA
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Outlook
By RED KANN

BARNEY BALABAN'S appear-

ance before the FCC in Wash-
ington continues to make the read-

ing of the day. For instance, in

1950 Paramount was discussing a

deal by which 1,500 to 1,800 shorts

would be made available for TV;
only it fell through. Can 1952 be

far behind? No information, just

asking.

But asking becomes a reasonable

conjecture particularly in the light

of other testimony such as a repeat

on an earlier statement to the ef-

fect Paramount was "ready to con-

sider the sale of features for tele-

vision with anyone who comes
along with real money and who can

pay a fair price for them. . . . Noth-

ing would please me more than to

see the day when we can liquidate

our inventory" by throwing open

the Paramount film library for T\'

use. Hmmm !

-VJOTHING escapes cycles in

L^ this business. Now it's the

omnibus film, latterly spawned by

"Quartet" and spreading all over

the place. Audiences are certain to

get bored stiff with the idea before

it runs its course. Next seems to

be a series on firearms and their

inventors. We've had "Colt .45"

and "Winchester '73." Coming up

:

"Carbine Williams." Projected:

"Springfield Rifle." Suggestions

for the glorification of lethal wea-

pons: The mace, pike, spear, jave-

lin, blowgun, crossbow, musket,

flintlock, matchlock. Not to ignore

the cannon family (mountain, field,

siege, etc.), howitzer, mortar, rock-

et. And, of course, the catapult

and the arbalest. . . .

lOHN WAYNE is balking over

J starring in "Sea Chase" at

Warner because he feels it would
be bad for him to play an unsym-
pathetic Nazi, according to Louella

Parsons. Why, John ? . . . . The
indefatigable Sam Goldwyn wants
tlie Jackson Park decree amended
to exclude independent producers.

Special laws for special interests ?

. . . Theatre Owners of America
says its approach to arbitration jells

with Aliied's, including certain un-

disclosed angles on film rentals.

The big question now is what will

distributors say.

Para, to Test Power
Of Films Vs. Pay TV
Washington, Feb. 13.—Par-

amount Pictures plans to test

the relative drawin,g power
of the same films shown in

theatres and simultaneously
on home subscriber - televi-

sion, vice-president Paul Rai-
bourn said. He told a Federal
Communications Commission
hearing that the company
hopes to test its Telemeter
pay - as - you - see system in

Palm Springs, Calif., in the
near future, and that it will

try to get exhibitor coopera-
tion to show films in thea-
tres at the same time they
are being sold to home tele-

vision set subscribers.

Plan Compo Contest

To Build Business

A representative group of exhibitors
lias been invited by Arthur L. Mayer,
executive vice-president of the Council
of Motion Picture Organizations, lo

judge the merits of a proposed puzzle
contest designed to increase theatre

business.

In a letter accompanying the con-
test outline, Mayer advised them that

ever since its formation COMPO had
received numerous requests from ex-
hibitors for a national contest that

would stimulate business. The outline

is in the form of a memorandum from
(Continued on page 2)

UPT ASKS MORE
TIME TO DIVEST
Asks 'Factual' Data

On Para. Practices

Washington, Feb. 13.—Federal
Communications Commission hearing
examiner Leo Resnick, presiding over
the FCC's catch-all Paramount hear-
ings, said today lie wants "factual ma-
terial" on the effect of Paramount
Pictures' pre-1948 trade practices on
independent exhibitors.

Such information is needed, Resnick
said, so that he and the Commission
"can judge what might happen if the

same trade practices are carried over
to television."

Resnick said he wanted in the record

(Continued on page 3)

Open UA Ad Meets

On 'African Queen'

Francis M. Winikus, United Artists'

national director of advertising-pub-

licity, said here yesterday that $400,-

000 has been allocated for advertising

Sam Spiegel's "The African Queen."
The announcement came at the first

of a scheduled series of meetings
across the country among advertising

and sales personnel regarding plans

(Continued on page 2)

More Religious Films Being

Made^ Johnston Discloses

In answer to an appeal by representatives of film reviewing groups

of 13 national women's organizations for more Hollywood films with

religious themes, Eric A. Johnston, president of the Motion Picture

Association of America, yesterday assured these groups that a greater
number of such pictures is bein<

U. S. Opposes Two-Year
Extension for Sale of
Remaining 198 Theatres

A request for a two-year exten-
sion in the divestiture of 198 United
Paramount Theatres, which UPT
must sell by March 3, 1952, under
the present terms of the government
consent decree, was filed here yester-
day by UPT in the New York statu-
tory court.

Judge Augustus N. Hand, in
granting UPT's bid for a show
cause order, set Feb. 26 as the
hearing date on the motion. In
Washington, Justice Depart-
ment officials said they would
oppose an extension.

Accompanying the request was an
affidavit by UPT president Leonard
Goldenson in which he blamed "un-
foreseen factors" for not being able
to comply with the original divesti-
ture terms of the decree, which called
for the disposal of 1,072 UPT the-
atres. Goldenson said that UPT had

(Continued on page 6)

Hit 'Blind Checking'

Of Drive -Ins

Albany, N. Y., Feb. 13.—The Al-

bany Theatre Owners of America at

a meeting here today, expressed oppo-
sition to : blind checking on drive-ins

under the system which has been used

by the Willmark organization ; cur-

tailment of shipping service on Sunday
by some film exchanges, and bills be-

fore the legislature authorizing the

State Board of Standards and Appeals
to change minimum standards for pro-

(Continued on page 6)

pro-
duced this year.

Johnston made this report at a

luncheon-meeting conducted at the
Hotel Pierre here by the organiza-
tions, at which he received in behalf
of production and distribution an
award citing the two branches for

their "creative artistry . . . voluntary
self-regulation (and) superior pro-
gram of motion picture entertainment
for a worldwide audience."
The award pointed out that the pro-

view groups, which publish "Joint
Estimates of Current Motion Pic-
tures," last year found among the 350
pictures they reviewed, 43 which were
"outstanding;" 275 or 78 per cent

(Continued on page 2)

'Pinky' Case Heads

For Supreme Court

Austin, Texas, Feb. 13. — The
Texas motion picture censorship case
today headed for the United States
Supreme Court.

-Attorneys for W. L. Gelling, Mar-
shall theatre operator fined $200 for
showing "Pinky" in defiance of a city
censorship board order, told the Court
of Criminal Appeals he wanted its

order affirming the conviction delayed
pending the appeal.

Gelling challenges the constitution-
ality of state and city censorship in

(Continued on page 6)

W. Pa. Allied Hears

Bennet on Video

Pittsburgh, Feb. 13.—The future
of theatre television was discussed bv
Martin Bennet of RC.A Pliotophone,
at a special meeting of the Allied
Afotion Picture Theatre 0\vners of
Western Pennsylvania here today. He
said in part

:

"As of now, there are 60 theatres
embracing a seating capacity of 155,-
000 ready to accept the many pro-

(Contimicd on page 6)



2 Motion picture Daily Thursday, February 14, 1952

Personal
Mention
SPYROS P. SKOURAS, 20th Cen-

tury-Fox president, is scheduled

to leave here Saturday for Zurich,

Switzerland, for several days of con-

ferences on Eidophor TV production.
•

Jerrv Cahill, legislative liaison

representative of the Alotion Picture

Association of America, interviewed

Rev. Louis Hartman and Rev. Francis

Crump of Catholic University on the

CBS-TV interfaith program, "The
Road We Walk," last Sunday.

•

Eric A. Johnston, president of the

Motion Picture Association of Amer-
ica, and Kenneth Clark, informa-

tion director, left here yesterday for

Washington.
•

Marvin H. Schenck, Loew's vice-

president, will return to the Coast

Saturday from New York.
•

Max E. Youngstein, vice-president

of United Artists, will leave here this

morning for the Coast.

Arnall Okay Is Due

Early Next Week
Washington, Feb. 13.—The Sen-

ate will confirm Ellis Arnall, presi-

dent of the Society of Independent

Motion Picture Producers, as the gov-

ernment's n€w price stabilizer early

next week, probably on Monday.
Arnall was unanimously approved

by the Senate Banking Committee
after brief hearings yesterday, with

both Democrats and Republicans en-

dorsing him. The Senate has a "no-

business" agreement for this week, so

it will be Monday before Arnall's

nomination could come up on the Sen-

ate floor.

It was understood that Arnall will

be on leave from his SIMPP post

while acting as the U. S. price boss.

Presumably the price job will last

at least through the balance of Presi-

dent Truman's current term.

More Religious Films
{Continued from page 1)

which were suitable for family audi-

ences, and 116 which were suitable

for children from ages eight to 12.

"No subversive propaganda" was
found by the groups in any of the

films reviewed. Dr. Sigmund Spaeth
of the National Federation of Music
Clubs reported at the meeting that

"the music in motion pictures has im-
proved steadily."

Johnston named as fortlicoming
pictures which will have religious

themes, "Pilate's Wife," "The Left
I land of God," "Sally and St. Ann,"
"Plymouth Adventure," "The Miracle
of Our Lady of Fatima," "White
Witch Doctor," "Gown of Glory" and
"The Green Light." He predicted
that when the organizations' review-
ers "are tabulating the box score for

1952, you will give the industry a
liiifher average than in 1951."

To Spare Theatres
From New York Tax
Albany, N. Y., Feb. 13.—

New York Mayor Vincent R.
Impellitteri, here to seek leg-

islative approval of a New
York County real estate tax,

is understood to have dis-

closed that the city intends
to invoke an automobile tax
and liquor license levy, but
does not intend to use the
power to tax theatres — be-
cause of the inroads on
amusements attributed to
television. The state legisla-

ture gave all cities authoriza-
tion for the taxes some years
ago.

Two Trust Suits

Seek $ 650,000

Grand Rapids, Mich., Feb. 13.^

—

Two anti-trust suits, asking for dam-
ages totaling $650,000, and charging
discrimination in releasing first-run

pictures have been filed in District

Court here.

The plaintiffs are Julius Fodor and
Thecla Fodor, owners of the State

Theatre in Benton Harbor, who ask
1500,000, and three drive-in theatres,

the Muskegon Drive-in, Kalamazoo
Drive-in and Saginaw Drive-in, who
jointly ask for $150,000.

They name Butterfield Theatres,

Butterfield Michigan Theatres, United
.\rtists, 20th Century-Fox, Para-
mount, Warner, RKO Pictures,

Loew's and Universal. The distribu-

tors are accused of releasing first-run

pictures to Butterfield theatres before

permittting them to be shown else-

where.
Schlossman Theatres, with four

houses in Muskegon, is also named as

receiving preferential release treat-

ment.

Milwaukee Towne Corp. Files

Supplementary Anti-Trust Suit

Chicago, Feb. 13.—Attorney Thom-
as C. McConnell has filed a supple-

mentary anti-trust suit for the Towne
Theatre, Milwaukee, against the ma-
jor film companies and affiliated Mil-

waukee circuits in Federal District

Court here asking treble damages of

$1,137,000 covering the period from
July 20, 1948 to May, 1950.

The suit also asks single damages
of $400,000 for the period from May,
1950 to Jan. 1, 1952 and additional

attorney fees of $50,000 for the period

from April 14, 1950 to April 28, 1952.

1670 Belmont Corp. Files

$1,500,000 Anti-Trust Suit

Chicago, Feb. 13.—The 1670 Bel-

mont Corp., lessor of the Belmont
theatre, which has been operated by
Balaban and Katz since 1935 under a

percentage lease, has filed an anti-

trust suit against the major film com-
panies, Warner Brothers Theatres and
RKO Theatres for $1,500,000, charg-
ing conspiracy to prevent the Belmont
from ijlaying pictures immediately
after they finished their first Chicagf)

runs.

CompoContest
{Continued from page 1)

the Newspaper Circulation Features

Co. of New York, which drafted the

contest.

Mayer said NCF was asked to draw
up plans for a contest "at the sugges-

tion of one of the biggest newspaper
chains."

Discussion of the proposed contest

is expected to take place at the Feb.

20 meeting in New York of the

COMPO board.

Mayer yesterday attended a regular

meeting here of the sales managers
committee of the Motion Picture As-
sociation of America to apprise the

group of COMPO plans and financial

prospects. He indicated that, contrary

to reports, no change was contem-
plated in the COMPO dues collection

system.

Glassman Reelected
N,E. Allied Head
Boston, Feb. 13. — Norman C.

Glassman was reelected president of

Independent Exhibitors of New En-
gland at an executive board meeting
here today.

Other officers elected are : Irving A.
Isaacs, first vice-president ; Melvin B.

Safner, second vice-president ; Albert
B. Lourie, secretary, and Julian Rif-

kin, treasurer. Members of the ex-
ecutive committee are : Katherine
Avery, W. Leslie Bendslev, Viola
Berlin, Leonard Goldberg, David
Hodgdon, Fred Markey, Walter Mit-
chell, Daniel Murphy, Francis Perry,
Samuel Resnick, Theodore Rosenblatt,

Meyer Stangler, Leon Task, Andrew
Tegu, Charles Tobey and Nathan
Yamins.

NameGeldingAd-Pub
Head of Goldwyn
Hollywood, Feb. 13.—David Gold-

ing has been promoted from head of

the advertising and publicity depart-
ment of Samuel Goldwyn Productions
in New York to national advertising
and publicity director. Golding, who
is now here, will shift his headquarters
from New York to the studio. Mar-
tin Davis, assistant advertising-pub-
licity director in New York, becomes
promotion head there.

In the realignment, Alfred Vaughn
has resigned as Goldwyn's advertising-

publicity studio head.

Open UA Ad Meets
(Continued from page 1)

for the picture's promotion. Winikus
predictecl the picture would gross
$5,000,000.

The meeting yesterday at the home
office was addressed by advertising
representativees of Pictorial Revieiv,
American Weekly, This Week and
Parade, four Sunday supplements
which have arranged jointly to carry
"African Queen" advertising and pro-
motional copy that will reach 31,000,-

000 families throughout the country
during February, March and April.

Winikus said $40,000 will be spent
to bring tlie company's messages con-
cerning the picture to exhibitors

Newsreel

Parade
l^LIZABETH being proclaimed

Queen and the N^m Jersey plane

crash are current newsreel highlights.

Other items include Congressional
hearings, sports, and fashions. Com-
plete contents follow.

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 14^Elirabeth
proclaimed Queen. Elizabeth, N. J. plane
crash. Fashions. Duke of Windsor sails.

Red massacre investigation. Prayer rally.

Sports.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 24«-Eliza-
beth hailed as Queen. Rally for Eisenhower.
Hilltop guns blast Korean Reds. Mystery
witness tells of Red massacre. Tailing the
bull,

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. SI—Olympic
skiing. Cecil B. D'eMille honored. Masked
man testifies on Polish massacre. Elizabeth,
N. J. plane crash. New Queen proclaimed.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 7A—Plane
crash in Elizabeth, N. J. Elizabeth is pro-
claimed (jueen of England.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 534_Elizabeth
proclaimed Queen. Tunisia crisis. Bull-
throwing. Winter sports in Germany.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. S3—
Elizabeth proclaimed Queen. Plane crash in
Elizabeth, N. J. Rally for Eisenhower.
Korean helicopters fly wounded. Tunisia
crisis. Sports: archery, golf, shuffle-board.

Study Appeal of

Brookside Decision

New York lawyers of distributors

are studying the decision handed down
this week in St. Louis U. S. Circuit

Court of Appeals favoring the Kansas
City Brookside Theatre in a $1,225,000
judgment action, to determine whether
the defendants will appeal further.

The amount awarded by the original

trial court, and now upheld, with in-

terest, by the Appeals Court, was for

damages claimed in 1936 and 1937 by
the Brookside Corp. because of in-

ability to obtain a run of product.

The Circuit Court ruled for the

first time on the contention of the

eight distributors—Nath Box, Loew's,

Paramount, Warner, RKO, Universal,

United Artists, and Columbia—that

the California three-year statute of

limitations on these suits was an ef-

fective defense against recovery. The
plaintiffs held the statute of limita-

tions was suspended in these cases be-

cause of the pendency of the U. S. vs.

Paramount appeal, which was not

finally decided until 1950.

Nick Spanos of Los Angeles, and
William G. Boatwright of Kansas
City, attorneys for the Brookside
Corp., were entitled, said the Circuit

Court, to a fee of $100,000—$50,000
less than the trial court decided ihey

should receive.

through advertisements in trade pa-
pers. The advertisements in the Sun-
day supplements will cost $100,000, he
said, and the remainder of the $400,-

000 will be devoted to cooperative and
other forms of advertising.

Also present at yesterday's meeting
were Fred Myers, district manager,
and sales managers George Waldman.
Ed Mullen, Sam Rifkin and Myron
Starr, as well as producer's represen-

tative David Weshner and UA pub-
licists Al Tamarin and Leon Roth.
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IMPPA and SAG
AgreeonTalentPay
On Films Sold to TV
Hollywood, Feb. 13.—Screen Ac-

tor's Guild board announced late today

an agreement reached with Indepen-

dent Motion Picture Producers Asso-
ciation providing for additional pay-

ment to talent if theatrical films in

which they appear are later shown on

TV.
The agreement, which is for seven

years, covers approximately 70 pic-

tures (not named) made since Aug.

1, 1948, the "cutoff date" in the

Guild's basic agreement with produc-

ers. The players in these pictures, if

shown on TV, are to receive an addi-

tional payment of 12^ per cent of the

total original film salary if sale to

TV is less than $20,000 per film, and

15 per cent if the price exceeds $20,-

000, thus establishing a sliding scale

based on what motion picture produc-

ers can sell the picture for.

Gives SAG Legal Right

A clause in this basic agreement

provides SAG with a legal right to

cancel its contracts with producers

who release to TV a theatrical film

made after Aug. 1, 1948, unless pro-

ducer agrees to additional compensa-

tion to players. The agreement also

provides that in event IMPPA makes
a better deal with any other union,

SAG has the option to change its deal

to conform.
The announcement stressed there is

no relation between this IMPPA
agreement and SAG's pending demand
on TV film producers for additional

payment to players for reuse on TV
of films made specifically for TV,
which is a separate issue and slated

for early negotiations.

Open Italian Film

Information Bureau

In a move to establish a centralized

source for all information pertaining

to the Italian film industry, Italian

Film Exports here has established a

bureau of information, it was an-

nounced by Jonas Rosenfield, Jr., di-

rector of IFE's public relations.

The bureau will be under the super-

vision of Dr. Leandro Forno, Italian

film publicist and journalist whose ex-

perience with Italian films covers pro-

duction, distribution and exhibition.

The facilities of the bureau are avail-

able to newspapers, magazines, radio

and T\' stations, museums, libraries,

various organizations, and the Amer-
ican motion picture industry.

Japan Quota Division
Due Tomorrow
Tokyo, Feb. 7. (By Airmail).—In

a quota announcement, the Finance
Ministry of Japan has stated that a

product division between foreign and
Japanese distributors is left to the in-

dustry but if an agreement cannot be

reached by Feb. 15, the Ministry will

make the division.

The total quota for six months of

this fiscal year, April to September,
1952, will be 104, against 215 for the

same period in the preceding year. As
of January 1, 1952, there were 2,791

wired theatres in operation in Japan,
against 2,374 in January 1951.

Television--Radio
I Comment and Opinion i

OUR new shows bowed in over television last week, none of them
particularly novel or overly impressive. Considering the vast

area of programming not yet adequately explored by TV cameras,
and the prevailing uniformity of formats, this lack of imagination is

as surprising- as in the long run it will be harmful.

RCA Victor introduced the Dennis Day Show over NBC-TV,
under the guiding hand of producer-director Joseph Santley. Day
is a capable performer who has built up a large following on the

Jack Benny Show. Given adequate material, he may also be a good
comedian in his own right, but his initial offering last Friday, apart

from the songs, was hardly of a quality to assure the show enduring
popularity. The use of film clips w-as a nice touch and helped.

Also over NBC-TV, Craig G. Allen produced "Here's To Your
Health" for the New York County Medical Society. The topic

:

Polio. In documentary fashion, the show made for absorbing looking

and listening and got away from the inevitable panel format. ABC-
TV premiered "Rebound," a filmed series of half-hour dramas. The
first program was strictly a routine production suffering from budget
limitations. Sam Levenson returned to TV over CBS Sunday and
once again proved the appeal of his comfortable huinor. The show
was good entertainment throughout.

^ -i?

Reduced appropriations and a consequent loss of manpower
are hampering operations of the Federal Communications Com-
mission. That's what FCC chairman Wayne Coy told Con-
gress in the Commission's 17th annual report. Because of these
factors, "the Commission was hard pressed to take care of its

growing normal workload, not to mention priority subjects
requiring immediate attention," Coy said. The report showed
an increase during the year of 82 AM stations, to bring the
national total to 2,385. Commercial FM stations dropped 73

for a total of 659.

,

The Broadcast Advertising Bureau had some good news for the

radio industry last week!'. A poll to determine the effects of television

on radio billings showed 55 per cent of the radio stations in Boston,

Chicago, Detroit, Los Angeles, New York; and Philadelphia actually

increasing their billingg in 1951 over 1950; 15 per cent said their

billings had remained constant, and 30 pe'r cent reported a drop in

1951 business. Despite" the pessimists, radio apparently is more than
holding its own.

w- -M- ^
People in the News: Fred Shawn has been appointed director

of Radio Station Relations for NBC, it is announced by Carleton

D. Smith, NBC vice-president in charge of station relations.

Shazvn had been director of NBC's TV Production Services. He
has been in radio and television for 20' years. . . . Worthington
C. (Tony) Miner, producer of CBS' outstanding "Studio One,"
has signed a long-term contract with NBC. He zvill szvitch net-

zvorks early in April and reportedly zvill undertake production of

90-niiniite dramatic shozvs. . . . Craig Lazvrcncc is the nezv gen-
eral manager of ll'CBS-Tl'. . . . Jackie Robinson has signed a

two-year contract as director of convinunity actiz'itics on WNBC
and IVNBT. . . . Richard M. Allerton starts in his nczu position

as director of NARTB research tomorrozv.

ik
_

All radio and television networks put their best foot forward in

covering the two big news events of the past week—the death of

King George VI and the plane crash in Elizabeth, N. J. The TV
news shows got part of their London coverage through kinescopes

made by the BBC. One wonders why this isn't done more often.

"Today," NBC-TV's early morning show, which lately has shown
great improvement, had the first newsreel shots of tlie Elizabeth

disaster.

•5^ -A- l^T

Allen's Alley finally came to television Sunday on the NBC Royal
Showcase which also featured Fred Allen and Perry Como. Under
George Abbott's direction, the half-hour show was fun, as viewers

for the first time got a chance to get closer acquainted with such
' famed radio personalities as Mrs. Nussbaum, Senator Claghorn, Ajax
Cassidv and Titus Moody. Joe Bigeiow is the producer.

•i^

At Random: J. Carrol Naish does a consistently outstanding job

on "Life with Luigi" over CBS-Radio. His Tuesday holiday show
was great. . . . CBS-TV opening its "Television City" in Los Angeles

Oct. 1. It covers 15 acres and is now more than 30% completed.

Fred Hift

Para. Data
(Continued from page 1)

in down-to-earth terms" exactly how
exhibitors had suffered "hardships"
as a result of Paramount's trade prac-
tices before the Supreme Court deci-
sion. He said he felt he needed some
information "in contrast to the point
of view which the industry has of-

fered" and over and beyond the mere
text of the high court Paramount case
decision.

May Call Exhibitors

His statement, made after Para-
mount president Barney Balaban and
vice-president Paul Railbourn had
been questioned for more than a week
on the company's past trade practices,
niade many observers feel Resnick was
inviting independent exhibitors to ap-
pear as witnesses.
The Commission twice turned down

a request from companies affiliated
with the Fanchon and Marco interests
to intervene in the proceedings.

Resnick's remarks came after Rai-
bourn left the stand, and when the
following witness, Paramount board
member Edwin L. Weisl, referred to
Judge Thacher's opening statement in

the_ 1938 anti-trust suit trial as the
definitive story of how Paramount's
trade practices grew out of industry
conditions.

Had Been On His Mind

Stating it had been on his mind for
some time, Resnick expressed dissat-
isfaction with the "scattered remarks
of previous witnesses." "I want it

clear that I haven't yet observed any
factual material" in regard to the
growth of the trade practices, he
said, adding that he thought it would
be necessary to have such testimony
"before the end of the proceedings."

Earlier in his testimony, Weisl de-
clared Paramount was "greatly re-
lieved" when the government filed its

industry anti-trust suit in 1938. "All
the companies were," he continued.
"The purpose of the complaint was
not to find out if the practices were
legal or illegal but to find out what
remedy was involved to put an end
to the complaints harassing the com-
panies."

He described the industry situation
before 1938 as being a question of
18,000 theatres all demanding the "300
to 400" feature pictures which were
produced each year. "Everybody
wanted the best pictures and you just
couldn't satisfy everybody," he ex-
plained.

Tuesday's Testimony

Paramount met with exhibitor or-
ganizations, he said, "trying to find
some method of solving the constant
cliarges of discrimination, the constant
treble damage suits," but was unable
to work out any solution. The in-

dustry attempted to set up a "code
of conduct," he added, but the Justice
Department declared such a code
would be illegal. The 1938 suit was
welcomed, he said, because it would
give the industry a "modus operandi."

In Tuesdays' testimony, Raibourn
]iredicted that income of film produc-
ing companies would not change great-
ly over the next few years, despite
television. He maintained that top
films continue to draw well and that

the effects of television on box-office

receipts had been exaggerated greatly.

Last year's "Movietime, U.S.A." was
aimed at bolstering receipts sagging
from a number of factors, not just

from TV, he argued.
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'Retreat,

Helir

advances

to new

heights of

excitement!"
lOUELlA PARSONS
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"Warners'

'Retreat

Hell!'

packs

a big

wailop-

a story

that

captures

the real

feel of

battlefield

friendship!"
lOUIS SOBOL
N. Y. JOURNAL-AMER.

* *

"Warners'

'Retreat,

Helir

is the

most

human yarn

to come

out of the

Korean War-

a Marine

story that

warms your

heart!"
EARl WILSON
N. Y. POST

*****
"Best war

movie since

'The Big

Parade' is

Warners'

Marine pic,

'Retreat,

Hell!'"

lIMMY STARR

I. A. HERALD-EXPRESS
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Michigan Allied

Holds Board Meet

Detroit, Feb. 13. — The largest

board of directors meeting in years

was held by Allied Theatres of Michi-
gan today in tlie \'ariety Club rooms
in the Tuller Hotel.

Allen Johnson, national representa-

tive for Michigan Allied, reported on
the Washington arbitration meeting
which he attended.

Ernest T. Conlon, Allied executive

secretary, reported that the Michigan
Public Service Commission has grant-

ed Film Truck Service until Feb. 22 to

answer to a suit filed by Allied which
says their rate hike is "unjustifiable."

The original order called for Film
Truck Service to appear before the
AIPSC Feb. 8.

John Vlachos, president, called for

a board of directors meeting March
5.

W. Pa. Allied Hears
(Continued from page 1)

grams which will be televised into

theatres within the next 30 days.

"The future is limitless for theatre

television and undoubtedly films will

be transmitted to theatres which will

do away with the business of exhibi-

tors having to buy films."

Asked regarding the cost of equip-

ment, Bennett stated : "Theatre equip-

ment costs $15,800 from RCA, and
completely installed about $20,000.

Then, of course, there is additional

cost such as airline mileage from the

terminal building in your city to the

UPT Asks
{Continued from page 1)

used every conceivable means in at-

tempting to dispose of the remaining

198 theatres.

UPT added that action has
been completed with respect to

80 per cent of the theatres af-

fected by the decree. The 80

per cent, it was explained, con-
sists of 874 theatres, already
disposed of.

Judge Hand also signed an order

yesterday granting a hearing on Feb.

26 on UPT's petition for a six-month
extension in the disposal of its joint

interest, held with Fanchon & Marco,
in the Paramount Theatre, Holly-

wood. The petition sought six months
from the date of the disposition of

the current F. & M. anti-trust suit

against Paramount Pictures, in which
UPT is an intervenor defendant.

UPT acquired a 50 per cent interest

in the theatre when Paramount Pic-

tures was split into two independent
companies.

In Washington, Justice officials

who said the Department would op-
pose UPT's request pointed out that

the Schine theatre circuit was granted
an extension recently only after it had
met several major conditions sought
by the Department of Justice.

theatre, loop charges, and charges
based on the seating capacity of the

theatre when special programs come
through. But of course, the exhibitor

also can take non-sponsored programs
off the air to show in his theatre."

Cannot Show Dope
Picture in Schools

Baltimore, Feb. 13.—Balti-
more county police have
abandoned their plan to in-

troduce a film depicting thJp

evils of narcotic addiction
into the county school system.
This decision was made on
the advice of the Federal
Bureau of Narcotics, which
feels such films tend to in-

crease teen-age narcotic ad-
diction rather than reduce it.

The film is "The Terrible
Truth." It was screened be-
fore the State Board of Cen-
sors and a member of
the FBN administration for
Maryland, who was present,
informed county police of the
Bureau's stand.

Hit ^Blind Checking'
(Continued from page 1)

jection booths and requiring minimum
liability insurance of $25,000 for places

of fpublic assembly licensed by munici-
palities.

Decided to Investigate

The unit decided to investigate in-

creases in film delivery service pro-

posed by several companies, reportedly
ranging from 25 to 60 per cent. A
check will first be made with the

State Public Service Commission to

ascertain whether present tariffs per-

mit such hikes. If they do, other ac-

tion will be taken. Insufficiency of

prints was also discussed.

Tinky' Case
(Continued from page 1)

the first big test case from Texas.
The state court upheld the conviction

on Jan. 30.

In New York, an official of the Mo-
tion Picture Association of America
said the MPAA was "delighted" to

know that the "Pinky" censorship case

was on the way to a test before the

U. S. Supreme Court. He added that

any direct action in the case by the

MPAA would have to await consulta-

tions with attorneys for 20th Century-
Fox, which produced the film, and
deliberation by the MPAA board.

It is understood, meanwhile, that the
MPAA will refrain from taking any
direct action in the appeal before the
Supreme Court of the New York
"The Miracle" case. Ephriam Lon-
don, attorney for Joseph Burstyn, Inc.,

distributors of the picture, invited the
MPAA to file an amicus curiae brief

in support of the defendant. "The
Miracle" was deprived of a New York
State license because it was deemed
"sacriligious."

Gallico Film to Souvaine
Souvaine Selective Pictures has ac-

quired American rights to the Paul
Gallico British-made feature, "Never
Take No for an Answer." The deal

was completed in London by Charles
Amory, sales vice president, in meet-
ings with John Woolf, representing
the English firm, Independent Film
Distributors, it was disclosed here by
Henry Souvaine, president of the
American firm.

1

. . . Book the co-feature that has had successful hold-over weeks

with LATUKO at Fanchon & Marco Hollywood and Fox West Coast, Los

Angeles—March of Time's 40-minute "History-in-the-Making". . .

Write or Wire

Phil Williams, Theatrical Sales Manager

March of Time

369 Lexington Avenue

*a/so available and booked with LATUKO New York 17, New York

at the Studio, Salt Lake City— a 56-minute

feature, "We Are The Marines."



Stars mifst be glomorous— always

• Everybody loves the star.

She's the darling of the

box office . . , the apple of the

producer's eye. Her glamour

is everybody's good fortune

—

an inspiration to writers,

directors, cameramen

—

a responsibility to technicians.

In the studio, technicians

frequently collaborate v/ith

representatives of the Eastman

Technical Service for Motion

Picture Film . . . consider the

best type of film, black-and-white

or color, to use ... to set

control systems for the laboratory

that assure standards of high

image quality. Help is also

made available for exchanges,

exhibitors to make sure that

prints and theater equipment

are right for finest projection

—

that every foot of ftlm

gets the star the best

possible showing.

To maintain this service,

the Eastman Kodak Company has

branches at strategic centers . .

.

invites inquiry on all phases

of film use from all members

ojL#»e industry. Address:

Motion Picture Film Department

EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY
Rochester 4, N. Y.

iaii Cost* Division

342 Maditon Avenue
Nevv York IT, N. Y.

Midwe<t Division

137 North Wabosh Avenue
Chicogo % tltinoii

West Coast Division

6706Sonta Monica Blvd.

Hollywood 38, Californio



The Producer-Director of

A Place In The Sun'' has made another

outstanding Paramount grosser

BAY

' • MILLAND
TERESA

WIGHT

George Stevens' first

picture since his profit-

winning prize-winner,

"A Place In The Sun,"

is ready for you ! Again,

Boxoffice-Expert

Stevens has filmed a

love story with the

widest possible popular

appeal—an attraction

which Motion Picture

Daily reports is

"AN OFF-THE-BEATEN

-TRACK DRAMA FOR

HIGHLY FAVORABLE
60X0FFICE RESULTS."

m

George Stevens
Production

Something

To Live

EICHARD DERR rill
DOUGLAS DICK J- V/A
Produced and Directed by

GEORGE STEVENS -iil:
Written by DWIGHT TAYLOR
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CompoAgenda

To Highlight

Federal Tax
Declarations by Allied,

TOA Prompt Attention

The agenda being prepared for

the annual Council of Motion Pic-

ture Organizations meetings at the

Hotel Astor here next Wednesday
and Thursday will give to discussion

of admission taxes a vastly more
prominent position than the subject

would have received had not the The-

atre Owners of America and Allied

States recently declared themselves in

favor of a renewed attack on the Fed-

eral levy.

This was indicated yesterday

by the COMPO administration,

which pointed out that so much
attention will have to be de-

voted at the meetings to such
subjects as taxation, "Movietime

(Continued on page 3)

COMPO Ads Will

Stress New Product

The layouts of the Council of

Motion Picture Organization's forth-

coming second national newspaper ad-

vertising campaign will emphasize

product, on the theory that the indus-

try and its theatres as an institution

can be sold to the public most effec-

tively by highlighting outstanding pic-

tures.

This approach was voted yesterday

by a special sub-committee of the

Motion Picture Association of Amer-
ica's advertising - publicity directors

committee. At a meeting at the St.

Moritz Hotel here, the sub-committee

{Continued on page 3)

Big Turnout for

Variety Induction

Over 500 reservations already have
been received for the annual induction

luncheon of the Variety Club of New
York, Tent No. 35, to be held here on
Tuesday, at the Hotel Astor. Charles

E. Lewis is chairman of the affair.

Industry leaders from all over the

country will be at the dais. The event,

will honor incoming chief barker Wil-
liam J. German and retiring chief

barker, Fred J. Schwartz.
Among those who have already sig-

iContinwed on page 2)

Skouras Calls for

Industry Aid in

'52 Red Cross Drive

An appeal for industry and, par-
ticularly, theatre cooperation in the

forthcoming American Red Cross
fund drive was made by Spyros P.

Skouras, 20th

Century - Fox
president, at a

luncheon at the

Metropol-
itan Club here
yesterday which
was attended by
r e p r e s e n -

tative exhibit-

ors, exhibitor

organization of-

ficials and com-
pany executives.

Skouras
is heading the

motion picture

industry divi-

sion of the Red Cross campaign for

the fourth consecutive year.

Assurances of cooperation were
{Continued on page 3)

Spyros Skouras

Jackter Heads Col.

Sales Campaign

Five members of Columbia Pictures'

"Round-the-World" sales cabinet have
been named "captains" of specific

crews for the competition, under the

Over-all supervision of assistant sales

manager Rube Jackter.

The drive, which began Feb. 1 and
will run through June 26, is Colum-

(Continued on page 2)

NPA FAVORS OK ON
COLOR THEATRE TV
Delay UPT Hearing
Here to March
Postponement of the hear-

ings on United Paramount
Theatres' request for a two-
year extension in divesting
198 theatres was disclosed
here yesterday.
Government attorneys said

the hearings would be held
in New York Statutory Court
about March 7 instead of Feb.
26, as originally scheduled.
Justice ofi'icials here, reiter-

ating that the Department
would oppose UPT's request,
also said that the government
may file counter motions
today.

AMPA Votes

School Plan
The Associated Motion Picture Ad-

vertisers membership yesterday voted
in favor of the organization's plan to

establish a school for the training of

industry employes who wish to ad-
vance in the fields of advertising, pub-
licity and exploitation.

This action, taken at a meeting at

Trader Tom's Restaurant here, places

the project on AMPA's regular pro-

(Continued on page 3)

Holds Damage Claim in Pa.

'Log-Jam ' Suit Premature
Philadelphia, Feb. 14.

—"Wait until you're hurt" was the gist of

the verdict handed down by Federal District Court Judge Grim in the

product "log-jam" suit brought by Sablosky theatres of Norristown, Pa.

against major distributors

Judge Grim refused the plaintiffs'

request for a preliminary injunction

to force the distributors to offer qual-

ity product to the Norris Theatre on
national release dates, since the Sa-
blosky interests could not show "ir-

reparable damage."
Judge Grim noted that the crisis

of which they complained was not
until March and since it had not yet

occurred there was no basis for dam-
ages. The court, however, did stip-

ulate that the plaintiffs could reopen
the case if the product situation war-

{Coniinued on page 2)

Blumenstock Leaves
For Coast Today
Mort Blumenstock, Warner Broth-

ers' vice-president in charge of adver-
tising and publicity, will entrain today
for the company's studios in Bur-
bank where he will set up his head-
quarters, as previously announced.

Gil Golden, advertising manager,
and Larry Golob, Eastern publicity

director, will continue to head the

Warner home office advertising and
publicity departments, under Blumen-
stock's supervision from the studios.

Would Continue Ban on
Home Color TV; Plan
Needs Further Approval

By J. A. OTTEN
Washington, Feb. 14.—Nation-

al Production Authority officials

working closely with television

problems are recommending that
the government continue to ban home
color television but okay color TV
for theatres and other commercial
uses.

Whether their recommenda-
tion will be approved by top
mobilization officials, such as
Defense Mobilizer Charles Wil-
son and Defense Production
Administration head Manly
Fleischmann, is now the big
question. A final decision is

hoped for by the end of next
week.

At a meeting with television indus-
(Continued on page 2)

Freeman to Follow

Weisl on Stand

Washington, Feb. 14.—Y. Frank
Freeman, Paramount studio head, is

expected to take the stand tomorrow
at the Federal Communications Com-
mission's catch-all Paramount hearing,
following Paramount board member
Edwin L. Weisl, who today explained
to FCC hearing examiner Leo Resnick

(Continued on page 3)

Christophers Awards
Made on the Coast
Hollywood, Feb. 14. — The

Christophers tonight present-
ed bronze medallions and
cash awards totalling $10,000
to producer Sam Zimbalist,
director Mervyn Leroy, and
writers John Lee Mahin,
S. N. Behrman and Sonya
Levien, for their contribu-
tions to "Quo Vadis."

The presentation of these
and other awards in other
fields for work of "outstand-
ing spiritual significance" was
made by Father James Keller,
founder of The Christophers,
at a banquet at the Beverly
Hills Hotel.
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Loew's Theatres'
'Salute to Spring'

Loew's Theatres has
launched a special box-office

promotion drive under the
advertising caption: "Loew's
Salute To Spring!" The cir-

cuit management here said

that behind the campaign is

the fact that Loew's has lined

up some exceptionally good
bookings in succession, in-

cluding attractions from all

companies, depending upon
the city."

Col. Drive
(Continued from page 1)

bia's first on an international scale.

The following will act as crew "cap-

tains" :

George Josephs, Albany, Buffalo,

Boston, New Haven, Washington,
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and Cleveland

;

Irving Wormser, Atlanta, Charlotte,

Jacksonville, New Orleans, Dallas,

Memphis and Oklahoma City ;

Louis Weinberg, Chicago, Des
Moine.s, Kansas City, Omaha, Min-
neapolis, Detroit, Indianapolis, Mil-

waukee and St. Louis

;

Louis Astor, Philadelphia, Los An-
geles, Denver, Salt Lake City, San
Francisco, Portland and Seattle.

Short subjects sales manager Mau-
rice Grad will be in charge of all short

subject and serial aspects of the drive.

Variety Induction
(Continued from page 1)

nified their intention of being on the

dais are : Harry Brandt, Edward P.

Curtis, Al Dafif, George Dembow,
Ned Depinet, Russell V. Downing,
Simon H. Fabian, Charles J. Feldman,
Benjamin Fielding, Maury Goldstein,

David Katz, Edward Lachman, Mar-
tin Levine, Al Lichtman, Arthur L.

Mayer, Ira Meinhardt, Robert M.
Mochrie. Charles C. Moskowitz, John
O'Connor, Walter Reade, Jr., Charles
M. Reagan, Trueman T. Rembusch,
Edward RugofT, Al Schwalberg, Les-
lie Schwartz, Sol Schwartz, George
Skouras, Wilbur Snaper, Solomon
Strausberg, Saul Trauner, David
Weinstock, William A. White, Marc
Wolf and Adolph Zukor.

*Log-Jam' Suit
(Continued from page 1)

ranted it. They had cited several pros-
pective long-run films in Philadelphia
fir^t-runs as evidence of the prospec-
ti\c shortage. Judge Grim left it to
the distributors to see that the Norris
was supplied with suitable product,
noting that if they failed to do so,

Iilaintiffs would be granted the oppor-
tunity to pursue the case.

Testifying For Distributors

Testifying for the distributors were
Lou Formato, Loew's ; Ulric Smith,
Paramount, and Ben Bache, Warner
Brothers.

Personal Mention
ARNOLD PICKER, United Art-

ists foreign department chief, re-

turned here yesterday from a Latin

American tour.

Saul Hammer, general manager of

General Register Corp., is at home in

Brooklyn recovering from shock in-

curred as a passenger on the National

Airlines plane which crashed in Eliz-

abeth, N. J., last Sunday night.
•

Joseph A. Adorno, son of Sal
Adorno of the Adorno-Middletown
Theatres, and treasurer of the State

of Connecticut, has been elected trea-

surer of the Middletown Bar Associ-
ation.

•

Sam Lake has joined Screen Gems,
Inc., as general business manager, a

new post in the Columbia Pictures

television subsidiary.
•

Walter H. Grosselfinger, radio

manager of Westrex Corp., has left

New York to visit various locations

in the Caribbean area.

ARTHUR L. MAYER, executive

vice-president of the Council of

Motion Picture Organizations, dis-

cussed industry operations in a lecture

yesterday before a New York Univer-
sity class on communications media.

9

R. M. Savini, president of Editola

Corp., and also head of Astor Pic-

tures, has arrived in Hollywood from
New York.

•

R. J. O'DoNNELL, vice-president and
general manager of Interstate The-
atres, has been elected a director of

the Dallas Hotel Co.
•

Seymour Poe of Producers Repre-
sentatives has returned here from a
three-week tour of Western RKO
exchanges.

•

Eileen Brennan, publicist, and
Jane Froman left New York yester-

day for Miami.
•

Walt WoO'D has been added to Do-n
Prince's publicity staff at RKO Ra-
dio here.

Reserves Decision
In Grainger Suit
New York Supreme Court Justice

Botein has reserved decision on E. C.

Grainger's motion to arbitrate his dif-

ferences with the Shea circuit, pending
a ruling in Bronx Surrogate's Court
on the petition for an accounting of

the Maurice A. Shea Trust.

Botein's ruling came as the dead-
line passed for filing of affidavits in the

Surrogate case. Grainger, former
general manager of the circuit, is

seeking to enforce the arbitration pro-

vision of his contract, while Dorothy
Shea, wife of Gerald Shea, president

of Shea Enterprises, has filed an ac-

counting petition in Surrogate's Court
directed at the trustees and executors

of the estate, of which Grainger is

one.

Louisiana Owners
Sued on Percentages

Shreveport, La., Feb. 14. — Billy

Fox Johnson and Johnson-Lacaze,
Inc., are defendants in percentage ac-

tions filed in Federal Court here by
Universal, RKO, 20th Century-Fox
and Loew's. In the cases of 20th Cen-
tury-Fox, RKO and Universal, the

complaints also allege the infringe-

ment of copyrights by unauthorized
exhibitions.

Theatres involved are the Fox in

Le Compte ; Fox Drive-in, Alexan-
dria

;
Fox, Jonesboro

;
Fox, Pollock

;

Fox, Gibsland
;
Fox, Bunkie, and the

Joy, Marksville, all in Louisiana, and
the Ray Drive-in in Marshall, Texas.

Chaffe, McCall, Toler & Phillips of

New Orleans represent the distrib-

utors, with Sargoy & Stein of New
York of counsel.

IPC Names Glaser
R. S. Glaser has been appointed as-

sistant sales manager of International
Projector Corp., makers of the Sim-
plex sound and projection systems, it

was announced here.

3 Legislatures End;
No Industry Damage
Washington, Feb. 14.—Two state

legislatures have ended regular ses-

sions and another has ended a special

session with no damage to the film in-

dustry, according to Jack Bryson, leg-

islative representative of the Motion
Picture Association of America.

In Georgia, a regular session ended
without action on pending bills to set

up film censorship and to bar distribu-

tors from checking on box-office re-

ceipts. In Colorado, which was in

regular session, and Idaho, in special

session, no film bills were pending,
Bryson said.

Festivities Mark 2
Warner Openings
Korean Marine heroes Lts. Harrol

Kiser and Wilber Herndon joined
film stars Frank Lovejoy and Anita
Louise at the Texas world premiere
festivities for "Retreat, Hell !," a
United States Pictures production for

Warner Brothers, on the stage of the
Majestic theatre in San Antonio last

night. The premiere was in honor of

the Marine Corps and Major General
O. P. Smith, First Marine Division,
in Korea.
Meanwhile, for Warner's color in

Technicolor "The Big Trees," Kirk
Douglas, Eve Miller, Patrice Wymore
and Edgar Buchanan will head the
celebrities attending the Western pre-
miere of that film whicli takes place at

the State and Eureka theatres. Eu-
reka, CaL, on Saturday.

Face Greek Import Tax
The Motion Picture Association of

America reported here yesterday that

the Greek Government has taken steps

to impose a new 50 per cent ad val-

orem tax on American film imports.

The MPAA has applied to Athens
for a copy of the edict preparatory to

taking action against the measure, it

was said.

NPA Favors
(Continued from page 1)

try officials last Friday, NPA took
under advisement the question of its

TV color ban, which now covers all

but experimntal use. According to the

official NPA announcement of that

meeting, some industry officials want-
ed the ban off all uses, others wanted
the ban kept on all uses, while still a
third group wanted the ban kept on
home color but removed from other
uses.

An NPA official who has partici-

pated in half-a-dozen meetings this

week on the color TV situation sum-
marized the situation as follows

:

The main reason for the color tele-

vision ban was to prevent the drain
of trained engineers from defense in-

dustries to designing color equipment.
Ending the ban now on all uses, in-

cluding home color, would bring such
a drain. Every company would have
to put engineers to work designing
color equipment for sale to the public
at large. The same argument does
not apply in connection with theatre

television. Only three or four com-
panies are involved in producing the-
atre TV equipment, and thev could
probably offer color equipment right
now without any additional engineer-
ing effort. Therefore, the ban could
safely be removed from theatre TV
color equipment.
This official also admitted, however,

that the decision reached by NPA's
operating personnel on strict engineer-
ing reasons might not be the same
as that reached by top mobilization
officials, who mUst consider the com-
petitive situation between home and
theatre television

;
pressures from

firms who want to start producing
home color

;
pressures from such key

Congressmen as Senator Ed Johnson
(D., Colo.), who wants the ban lifted

all along the line, and other factors.

Botwick Concession
Head for Fla, Circuit
Jacksonville, Feb. 14.—Harry

Botwick has been named head of con-
cession sales for Florida State The-
atres, Inc., by Guy A. Kenimer, gen-
eral manager. He will assume the
post on Feb. 25.
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Red Cross
(Continued from page 1)

given by Ned E. Depinet, RKO Pic-

tures president and president of the

council of Motion Picture Organiza-

tions ;
Arthur L. Mayer, executive

vice-president of COMPO; and Fred
Schwartz, Oscar Doob, George
Skouras, Emmanuel Frisch, Russell

Downing, Edward Rugoff and others

in attendance.

'Are Keenly Aware'

"We of the motion picture industry

are keenly aware of what our fellow

Americans are thinking and doing,"

Skouras said. "We endeavor to pro-

vide them with the type of entertain-

ment they want. But as leaders in the

entertainment field, this alone is not

enough. We must also act as leaders

in the field of public service. The
annual Red Cross fund appeal gives

all of us a splendid opportunity to con-

tribute to the welfare of our commun-
ity and our country. Today's need for

a strong Red Cross is greater than

it has ever been save in time of all-out

war," Skouras declared.

Depinet, noting there had,

perhaps, been a letdown in in-

dustry zeal for participation in

deserving campaigns since the

war years, said: "We may have
lost our wartime touch for such
things and, in doing so, we may
have lost friends, lost stature
and lost a sense of satisfaction

within ourselves. This time," he
said, "we will do more."

Other speakers included Sgt. Ed-
ward B. Minnick, wearer of the Dis-

tinguished Service Cross, who de-

scribed the Red Cross role in bring-

ing much-needed plasma to wounded
men, and Capt. John J. McCormick,
public information officer of the Third
Naval District. Capt. McCormick re-

lated that as motion picture officer for

the Navy here earlier, he learned in

film negotiations that the industry was
more interested in getting films to

service men to aid their morale than it

was "in making a quick buck."

"The film men always let me win
the arguments over terms," he said.

Minnick Added

Sgt. Minnick added that he brought
the thanks of many service men to

Skouras Theatres for courtesies shown
them here.

Harry E. Humphreys, board chair-

man of U. S. Rubber Co. and head
of the Red Cross commerce and in-

dustry division, also spoke. Others
present included Wilbur Snaper, H.
A. Cole, Arthur Israel, Lynn Farnol,

Monroe Goodman, George Dembow
and Ulric Bell.

The 1952 Red Cross goal is $85,-

000,000, of which $6,700,000 is to be
raised in Greater New York.

H. Balaban to Head Chi.
Red Cross Drive

Chicago, Feb. 14.— Harry Balaban,
president of the H. and E. Balaban
Corp., has been appointed to head soli-

citations within the amusements and
recreation group of the 1952 Red
Cross Fund campaign's business divi-

sion here.

As chairman of the group, Balaban
will be responsible for organization
and solicitation of funds from 8,000

employees in 214 firms. The month-
long 1952 Red Cross Fund campaign,
which will open March 1, is seeking

$3,750,000 in the Chicago area.

Compo Agenda to Highlight
{Continued from page 1)

U.S.A." and COMPO financing,

relatively little time will be
available for discussion of sub-
jects carrying less impact. The
agenda is expected to be com-
pleted early next week.

Allied, at its recent board meeting

in Washington, declared itself in fa-

vor of an anti-tax drive under
COMPO guidance. TOA, at its board
meeting last month on the Coast, in-

dicated it would enter into a new
campaign against the Federal tax, but

did not call for COMPO activity in

that connection. The COMPO admin-
istration expects strong pressures will

be exerted at next week's meetings

to bring about a new COMPO anti-

tax campaign. However, in other in-

dustry quarters here doubt has been
expressed as to whether it would be

advisable for the industry to open a

tax drive at this time when the Fed-
eral military budget has attained a
new peak.

The meetings, which will be sepa-

rate gatherings of COMPO's board,

executive committee and membership,
will be called upon to reexamine the

organization's dues collection struc-

ture. While the administration is

known to have no particular criticism

of the present method of collecting

dues, it is held possible that individual

board members may have new ideas

to offer on financing. Exhibitors,
under the present system, contribute

one-tenth of one percent of their prior

year's rentals, and these contributions
are matched by the distributors. The
system is said to have proved more
effective than the previous one where-
by one-tenth of one per cent of cur-

rent monthly rentals were given, with
corresponding contributions coming
from distributors. The old system has

been mockingly called the "dribs-and-

drabs" method.

Discussion of the forthcoming
"Movietime U. S. A." drive is likely

to be led by Ned E. Depinet, COMPO
president, in the absence of Robert

J. O'Donnell, "Movietime" national

director, who is on a vacation abroad.

Election of officers for the coming
year also will be on the agenda. Most
"enlightened guessing" at present as

to possible candidates is that Depinet,
Arthur L. Mayer, executive vice-

president, and Robert W. Coyne, spe-

cial counsel, will be elected to succeed
themselves. The "guessing" has taken
cognizance of Depinet's and Mayer's
expressed reluctance to serve again,

but suggests that they will be over-
ruled in this by the COMPO board.

Urges FCC to Limit
TV Station Holdings
Washington, Feb. 14.—Allen B.

DuMont Laboratories today urged the

Federal Communications Commission
to limit to 8 the number of very high
frequency and ultra high frequency
television stations that could be owned
by any one company or its subsidiaries.

FCC rules now limit any one firm's

VHF holdings to five stations. The
UHF band has not yet been opened
to commercial TV, and consequently
there are no ground rules in this area.

The approaching end of the TV freeze

makes this question important, and
various groups are submitting their

recommendations to the Commission.
NBC, for example, has asked for a
five-station limit in the VHF band
and no limit in the UHF frequencies.

COMPO Ads
(Continued from page 1)

agreed that the advertisements "should
sell the motion picture theatre and the

industry as an institution through the

example of outstanding films."

Charles E. McCarthy, information
director of COMPO, was asked by
the sub-committee to gather data and
information which will be needed be-

fore specific recommendations for the

ad series can be submitted for approval
through the ad - publicity directors

committee to the MPAA board.

Charles Simonelli presided at yes-

terday's meeting. Others in atten-

dance were Charles Einfeld, Si Sead-
ler, Jerome Pickman, Gil Golden, Sid
Blumenstock, Alec Moss and Alfred
Corwin.

Feeley Is Renamed
Boston, Feb. 14.—Ray Feeley has

been reappointed executive secretary
of the Independent Exhibitors of New
England, it was announced by Norman
Glassman, president of the organiza-
tion.

IMPPA Now in TV
Pay Talks with SDG
Hollywood, Feb. 14.—Screen Writ-

ers Guild, which previously has dis-

cussed with Independent Motion Pic-

ture Producers Association a tele-

vision formula similar to that an-
nounced by IMPPA and Screen Ac-
tors Guild yesterday, in which IMPPA
agreed to boost talent pay on films

sold to TV, will commence negotia-

tions with IMPPA on the matter im-
mediately, SWG disclosed today.

Screen Directors Guild is expected
to take up the matter at its next board
meeting, and lATSE, which some
months ago declared its intention of

making the same type of demands
whenever any other guild or union
obtained an agreement, is expected to

follow suit shortly. Over-all indica-

tions are demands from these and
other sources may reduce to a vanish-
ing point the profit margin for pro-
ducers seeking to sell films to video.

AMPA School Plan
(Continued from page 1)

gram, Harry McWilliams, organiza-
tion president, indicated. He reported
also that several industry experts in

the three promotional fields have vol-

unteered to serve as lecturers at the
classes.

McWilliams said it is planned to
devote classes to training advertising-

publicity aspirants in the mechanics
of promotion as well as the funda-
mentals of exploitation and the writ-
ing of publicity material.

McWilliams appointed Ray Galla-
gher, advertising manager of Motion
Picture Herald, chairman of the 1952
nominating committee which soon will

draw up a slate of officers. Other
members of the committee are How-
ard LeSieur, Francis Winikus, Ray
Gallo, Vivian Moses, Chester Fried-
man and Martin Starr, with Charles
AHcoate and George Scher serving as
alternates.

Says Family Spends
$30 Yearly on Films
Washington, Feb. 14.—Paul

Raibourn, Paramount Pic-

tures vice-president, ^ esti-

mated at the Federal Com-
munications C o m m i s s ion
hearings here yesterday that
the average family now
sp6nds about $30 a year on
film-going, as compared with
about $40 in 1946. On the
other hand, he said, it spends
about $100 a year for TV en-
tertainment, with some fami-
lies spending as much as $200
a year—including, of course,
original outlay, plus upkeep
and repairs.

Freeman to Follow
( Continued from page 1

)

'

how and why producers acquired thea-
tres in the early days of the industry
and said that the trade practices which
were later enjoined or denounced by
the Supreme Court were the out-
growth of a "natural way of doing
business."

In both direct questioning by Para-
mount attorney Paul A. Porter and
cross - questioning by FCC counsel
Frederick Ford and Max Paglin, the
entire three-decade history of the in-

dustry's—and Paramount's—anti-trust

involvement was brought out in detail.

In response to questioning Weisl
stressed his point that following the
trade practices seemed "the natural
thing to do." Asked about the fact
that all the producer-distributor com-
panies followed the same practices,

Weisl replied that "none of us believed
that any similarity in our conduct was
the result of conspiracy."

Wouldn't Go Along

He regarded pooling agreements as
a restraint, he said, "but I didn't think
it was an unreasonable restraint." He
recalled that as Paramount's "business
got better" the company "didn't need"
pooling arrangements. Paramount
thought it "ought to get rid of them,"
he said, before the Supreme Court rul-
ing eliminating pooling agreements,
but Paramount's theatre partners
wouldn't go along with the idea.
Weisl declared that Paramount's

board members knew of the trade
practices and considered them "legal"
and "good business."

In a brief reference to the Para-
mount-Allen B. DuMont Laboratories,
Inc. question, Weisl stated that in
1950 the Paramount board valued the
company's DuMont holdings at $15,-
000,000.

Observers from the Department of
Justice, who have dropped in on the
hearings from time to time, were
present again today.

Harold Lloyd Files
Vs. TV Stations
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. — Harold

Lloyd filed a Federal Court suit
against NBC-KNBH and the Los
Angeles Times station KTTV for
amounts aggregating $300,000 charg-
mg copyright infringement in their
televising his "Safety Last" Feb. 7
and last July 5 respectively. In addi-
tion to damages and attorney fees, the
Lloyd suit asks an injunction against
further televising of his picture and
an acounting of all past and future
profits.
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Review
"Lady Possessed"
{Portland Picture-Republic)

JAMES Mason teams up with June Havoc in this RepubUc release which

falls under the psychological drama category. What may be lacking in

story content, believable mood and cliaraterization, is partially made up_ in

the apparent marquee value of the names of the co-stars. Another redeeming

factor is the "Byronic hero" role once again played by Mason as a worldly,

yet strange man, whose life is saddened by tragedy.

The story, based on a novel by Pamela Kellino, who also plays a chief

supporting role in the film, finds Mason left a widower. The wife of a young
American business agent in London, June Havoc, crosses paths with Mason's
past. Bit by bit she is woven into the delusion that Mason's late wife has

communicated with her. Acting under this delusion, Miss Havoc attempts to

fill in as Mason's wife until rudely awakened from her dream.
The above story outline is punctuated by many bizarre complications, many

of which might bring guffaws from the audience. Another surprise is that,

in addition to Mason's main Byronic role, he is also a crooner in this film

—

a crooner with a British delivery.

Others in the cast include Stephen Dunne, Fay Compton, Steven Geray,

Diana Graves and Odette Myrtil. Mason, the star, also produced, while Roy
Kellino is associate producer, and William Spier and Kellino directed. Screen

play credits go to Mason and Pamela Kellino.

Running time, 87 minutes. General audience classification. For February
release. Murray Horowitz

NEWS
in Brief ...

Coming
Events
Feb. 17-24 — National Brotherhood

\Veek.
Feb. 20-21—Council of Motion Pic-

ture Organizations annual execu-
tive board meeting, Hotel Aster,

Xew York.
Feb. 25—Screen Writers Guild an-

nual awards banquet. The Palla-

dium, Hollywood.
Feb. 27—Cinema Stamp Collectors

meeting. Hotel Astor, New York.
March 4-6 — Allied Independent
Theatre Owners of Kansas and
Missouri and National Drive-in
Theatre Owners joint convention,
Continental Hotel, Kansas City,

Mo.
March 12—Cinema Stamp Collec-

tors meeting, Hotel Astor, New
York.

March 20—Academy of Motion Pic-

ture Arts and Sciences 24th an-
nual awards, Pantages Theatre,
Hollywood.

March 23-25—Theatre Owners of

Oklahoma annual convention,
Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City.

Corot Appointed to

Lesser Sales Post
Hollywood, Feb. 14.—Anatole Co-

rot has been named sales represen-
tative for Sol Lesser Productions in

Europe and the Near East.

Corot, who for seven years was
identified with film selling in the Far
East, will establish headquarters in

Paris.

Frisch Is Named
Lippert Manager
Cincinnati, Feb. 14.—Jack Frisch,

previously a local suburban exhibi-

tor, but more recently office manager
for Universal-International in Indian-

apolis, has been appointed manager of

the Lippert exchange here, succeeding

Gene Tunick, who resigned to take

over the New York franchise of Mo-
vie Sweepstakes, an audience-partici-

pation game.

The nation's need for copper scrap is

urgent. SAVE THOSE COPPER DRIP-
PINGS.

Cleveland Theatres
Raising Admissions
Cleveland, Feb. 14. — First-run

downtown houses are following the
lead of deluxe neighborhool runs in

raising admission prices. A majority
of the top neighborhood houses are
now charging 55 cents. Warner's Al-
len and the Hippodrome have ad-
vanced evening and weekend prices
five cents to 80 and 85 cents, respec-
tively. The RKO Palace will adopt
the same scale starting Feb. 21.

Loew's division manager Frank Mur-
phy says he is studying the scale and
probably will follow suit. All of the
houses are maintaining the 55-cent
morning and 60-cent matinee prices.

Fight Drive-in Tax Bill.
Boston, Feb. 14.—Ray Feeley, sec-

retary of the Drive-in Theatres Asso-
ciation of New England, and Frank
L. Lydon, secretary of New England
Allied, are leading the opposition
against a proposed bill sponsored in

the state legislature by Rep. Charles
L. Patrone which would impose a
state admission tax on drive-in thea-
tres.

Boston, Feb. 14.—A bill to impose
a 5 per cent tax on admissions to
theatres showing telecasts of sporting
events has been reported adversely to
the Massachusetts legislature by its

committee on taxation.

25-Cent Warner Dividend
At a meeting of the board of direc-

tors of Warner Brothers here yester-
day a dividend of 25 cents per com-
mon share was declared, payable on
April 4 to stockholders of record on
March 5.

20th-Fox Dividend
A quarterly cash dividend of SO

cents per share on common stock of

20th Century-Fox was declared here
yesterday by the board of directors,

payable on March 29 to stockholders
of record on March 14.

Paramount Dividend
The executive committee of the

board of directors of Paramount Pic-
tures Corp. has voted a quarterly divi-

dend of 50 cents per share on the

common stock, payable on March 28,

to holders of record on March 17.

Hollywood, Feb. 14.— Production
dropped two more points last week,
to a total of 29 pictures in work. Four
new ones were started and six were
completed.

Started were : "Assignment—Pa-
ris," Columbia

;
"Eagle on His Cap,"

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer ; "African
Treasure," Monogram; "Stalag 17,"

Paramount.
Completed were : "Days Before

L e n t," Metro-G o 1 d w y n-Mayer

;

"Jumping Jacks" (Hal Wallis Pro-
ductions), Paramount; "Black Hills

Ambush," Republic ; "Les Miserables"
and "What Price Glory," 20th Cen-
tury-Fox ; "Man with A Gun," War-
ner Brothers.

•
Louisville, Feb. 14.—-A bill in-

creasing amusement taxes and appro-
priating the extra revenue to the

teacher-retirement system was entered
in the State Legislature at Frankfort
with the following proposals :

On admissions of lO cents or less,

no tax, as at present ; on admissions of

11 to 18 cents, increase the tax from
one to three cents ; on admissions of

19 to 28 cents, increase the tax from
two to four cents ; on admissions of

29 to 38 cents, increase from three to

five cents ; on admissions of 39 cents

to $1, increase from three cents to
five cents, plus three cents on each
additional 10 cents ; on admissions in

excess of $1, increase from 10 cents
plus a cent on each additional quarter
to 12 cents plus three cents on each
additional quarter charged.

•

Hollywood, Feb. 14.—Elsa Whit-
man, 53, for the past 10 years private

secretary to Fred S. Meyer, director

of industrial relations at 20th Cen-
tury-Fox studios, died here Tuesday
after a brief illness.

•
Washington, Feb. 14.—The House

Rules Committee has blocked another
attempt to get a Congressional investi-

gation of exclusive theatre telecasts of
sporting events.

House Rules Committee Chairman
Sabath (D., 111.) said he would keep
trying to get his committee to approve
such an investigation.

•
Jackson, Miss., Feb. 14.—A bill

cutting Mississippi's amusement tax
from 10 per cent to two per cent, ex-
cept on theatre circuits with 10 or
more units in or out of the state, has
been passed by the House and sent to

the Senate. The tax on circuit thea-

tres would be five per cent under the
bill.

It is estimated the tax cut would
cost the state $450,000 annually in

revenue.

•
Carroll L. Puciato, vice-president of

Jack Broder Productions and Realart
Pictures, is leaving here tomorrow, by
air, for London, Paris and Rome, to

discuss joint production, deals, as well
as distribution on Jack Broder pic-

tures. He will also acquire films for

U. S. release. He is expected to re-

turn early in March.

J_
D/D THE HIGHLY PRAISED

DUBBING
FROM SPANISH TO ENGLISH ON THE 10

REEL "LOYOLA" (THE SOLDIER SAINT)
WITH MY WORD INDICATING SYSTEM &
SPECIAL LANGUAGE SYNCHRONIZERS.
MICHAEL HOFFMAN, DUBBING EXPERT,
489 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK. MU 2-7486

^

producer-director of

"A Place In The Sun, "

soon gives

your boxoffice

his new

Paramount hit
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By SHERWIN KANE

WHILE much time and thought

is being- given by a broad

segment of the industry to devising

machinery for hearing and settling

industry grievances, partly in the

hope that it might bring about a

reduction of costly court actions,

hardly a week passes without new
anti-trust complaints being entered

upon court dockets.

Lately, some of the plaintiffs are

repeaters. Their names and, cer-

tainly, those of the attorneys in-

volved, many of them remembered
from their school days as members
of the staff of the United States

Attorney General, crop up again

and again, in case after case.

One begins to wonder just how
much justice and the law have to

do with the situation.

Of late, there has been another

of those flurries of trust suit filings

in the Federal court in Chicago.

Theatre business in that city, from
all reports, has been more dis-

tressed perhaps than elsewhere. Is

there a link between depressed bus-

iness conditions and the filing of

trust suits that might explain, bet-

ter than legal complaints and alle-

gations, why this industry is tor-

tured with litigation more than
others ?

Certainly, an exhibitor, fearful

that his theatre is not to be oper-

ated profitably, is easily intrigued

by visions called up by triple dam-
age figures running to six and
seven numerals. Especially when
they are recited by attorneys willing

to work for a share of the spoils.

TS^ATE J. BLUMBERG, nearing
'-^ his 14th year as president of

Universal and currently observing
his 40th anniversary in the indus-
try, is being honored by his com-
pany with a world-wide sales drive.

Having in mind the recent robust
financial reports issued by the com-
pany he heads, it is interesting to

surmise what new fiscal wonders
may materialize with the whole or-

ganization in there swinging for

him, when they have shown they
can perform so well without such
special incentive.

The results are sure to be a fine

tribute to one who has spent his

life in show business and, rising in

it, won and held friendships on
every level. His countless friends,

as well as his loyal organization,
will be working to make his 40th
anniversary an auspicious one.

'Tolerance' Newsreel Clip Kicks Off

'Brotherhood Week' for Industry
Theatres across the nation are currently participating in

"National Brotherhood Week," which started yesterday, featuring
a two-minute clip in virtually all newsreels presenting Oscar
Hammerstein 2nd, Richard Rodgers and Bill Tabbert in an appeal
for tolerance.

Besides exhibition, other branches of the industry are also lend-
ing a hand in the 1952 fund-raising campaign in behalf of the
National Conference of Christians and Jews. A goal of $150,000
in contributions has been set by the amusement division in the
New York area.

Eric Johnston, president of the Motion Picture Association of
America, is chairman of the NCCJ's National and World Brother-
hood Week observance. George P. Skouras is chairman of the
amusement division's participation here.

Sullivan^ Mayer^ DeMille on

Expanded FCC Witness List

Allied-Distributor

Arbitration Talks

May Start on Wed.

Allied's arbitration committee this

week will be in a position to receive

first hand reactions of distribution ex-

ecutives to the exhibitor organiza-

tions' proposals for the establishment

of an indusry system of arbitration.

All or most members of the arbitra-

tion committee will be in New York
on Wednesday and Thursday to attend

the annual meetings of the Council of

Motion Picture Organizations. That
these committeemen and distribution

executives will confer during COMPO
meeting recesses on Allied's propo-
sals is regarded in industry circles

here as "inevitable."

Word was received from Washing-
ton at the weekend that Allied's pro-

(Continiied on page 4)

Lewis Is Named UA
AdvertisingManager

Roger H. Lewis has been named ad-
vertising manager of United Artists,

it was announced here at the weekend
by Francis M. Winikus, UA's national

director of advertising, publicity and
exploitation. Winikus formerly held

the advertising post.

Lewis, who will check into United
Artists next Monday, resigned earlier

this month as vice-president and crea-

tive director of the Monroe Greenthal
Company after five years with that ad-
verstising agency.

Lewis began in the motion picture

(Continued on page 5)

Washington, Feb. 17.—The Mo-
tion Picture Association of America
and the National Exhibitors Theatre
Television Committee have given the
Federal Communications Commission
the names of 18 more key witnesses
who will testify in support of the in-
dustry's request for theatre television
frequencies.

The new list, filed on Friday, sup-
plements an earlier list of 40-odd
names filed three weeks ago. Officials
said still another, final list—containing
some additions and probably some de-
letions—would be filed shortly before
the FCC hearings open on March 10.

Gael Sullivan, executive secretary
of the Theatre Owners of America,
and Arthur Mayer, executive vice-
president of the Council of Motion
Picture Organizations, were added to
the group of witnesses who will tes-
tify on the composition and structure
of the motion picture industry. J.
Robert Rubin of Loew's, and John
O'Connor of Universal, were added to

(Continued on page 4)

Threaten Strike At

Pathe's N.Y. 'Lab'

Richard F. Walsh, lATSE interna-
tional president, at the weekend re-
ceived from "white collar" employees
of Pathe Laboratories here a request
for permission to call an immediate
strike. An answer to the request is

expected this week.
A strike of the 40 members of "lA"

Motion Picture Home Office Em-
ployes Local No. H-63 could cause
serious operating difficulty at Pathe
with possible interruption in the print-
ing of Warner Pathe News, features
slated for United Artists release, Uni-

(Continned on page 5)

House Unit
Hits Films'

'Red' PoHcy
Un-American Committee
Says Clean-Up Lagged

Washington, Feb. 17. — The
House Un-American Activities

Committee today sharply criticized

the motion picture industry for not
taking steps after the committee's 1947
hearings to "check Communism with-
in the industry"

The committee said the fail-

ure of the industry to act
forced it in 1951 to reopen its

Hollywood investigation, and
that it was "astounded when
the true extent of Communist
infiltration and manipulation in
the Hollywood motion picture
industry was disclosed."

The committee's statements came in
its annual report, covering its activi-
ties last year. A large section of the
report was devoted to the Hollywood

(Continued on page 5)

Para.'s 'Good Faith'

Defended by Weisl

Washington, Feb. 17.—Paramount
Pictures director Edwin L. Weisl
wound up two days of testimony over
the week-end on the company's anti-
trust history, defending Paramount's
"good faith" in following trade prac-
tices which were subsequently enjoined
by the Supreme Court.

Federal Communications Commis-
sion counsel turned the past two days
of the catch-all Paramount hearing
into a barrage of questions relating to
the anti-trust issue, citing suit after
suit brought against the industry by

(Continued on page 4)

Partmar Refuses to

Be FCC Witness

Washington, Feb. 17.—Partmar
Corp. and four other independent ex-
hibitors which are opposed to the
merger of United Paramount The-
atres with the American Broadcast-
ing Co. will not appear voluntarily as
witnesses in the Federal Communica-
tions Commission's catch-all Para-
mount hearings, according to their
attorney, Russell Hardy.
Hardy said that FCC counsel Fred-

(Continiicd on page 4)
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Wage Pact of D.C.

Projectionists Is

Approved By WSB
Washixgtox, Feb. 17.—The Wage

Stabilization Board and the District

of Columbia fire marshal have

okayed a new wage agreement between

exhibitors of the Metropolitan Wash-
ington area and local projectionists

Although the agreement provides

substantial increases for individual

projectionists, it also cuts the number
of projectionists on duty from two to

one in all theatres under 1,000 seats

A. Julian Brylawski, head of the

local exhibitor association, estimated

it would mean savings of "hundreds

of thousands" for the theatre owners
during the three and one-half years

which the contract still has to run.

Brylawski said that where exhibitors

before would have been paying $3.62

to S4.10 an hour for two men, they

will now pay $2 to $3 an hour for

one man.
The fire marshal has agreed, it was

learned, to waive the District's two-in-

a-booth rule and permit only one pro-

jectionist to be on duty in any the-

atre under 1,000 seats and using safety

film. Salaries of projectionists will

be boosted better than 10 per cent,

and this necessitated wage board ap-

proval.

The Board ruled that although the

10 per cent boost went bey'ond its usu-
ally permitted increase, the fact that

only one operator would be on duty
indicated that additional duties would
have to be performed by the man on
duty and therefore the exceptional

boost would be okay.
In the larger theatres, two men

will remain on duty. Projectionists in

tliese theatres got a contract calling

for a three and one-half per cent boost
each vear for four vears.

'Hollywood, U.S.A,'

Published Today
"Hollywood. U.S.A. : From Script to

Screen," by Alice Evans Field, will be
published today by \^antage Press,
Inc., with a foreword by \^'ill H.
Hays.
The book is an expository examina-

tion of the process of making motion
pictures from a non-technical view-
point. It is replete with records and
illustrations. Miss Field was formerly
director of the department of studio
and public service of the Motion Pic-
ture Association of America.

Mrs. Gordon Douglas, 34
Hollywood, Feb. 17.—Mrs. Gordon

Douglas, 34, wife of the Warner
Brothers director, died last week at

Cedars of Lebanon Hospital following
a short illness. A former ballet dancer
known as Marian Shelton, Mrs. Doug-
las retired from professional life after
her marriage to the director 14 years
ago. She is also survived by a daugh-
ter, Cathv.

Personal Mention

Braham House Gutted
Braham, Mixx., Feb. 17. — The

Park Theatre here was gutted by fire

after an explosion. Mrs. Tillie Smith,
owner, narrowly escaped death.

1 OHX G. McCarthy, head of

" the Motion Picture Association of

America's international division, will

return to his office here today from
a Florida vacation.

•

Ellis G. Arnall, Society of Inde-

pendent Motion Picture Producers
president, w'ho is about to assume the

post of U. S. Price Stabilizer, yester-

day appeared on NBC-TV's "Meet
the Press'' program.

•

Howard Dietz. M-G-^I vice-presi-

dent and ad-publicity director, left

here by train for the Coast at the

weekend.
•

Edwin W. Aarox, sales executive

for Twentieth Century-Fox, will re-

turn here tonight from Pittsburgh,

Penna.

WILLIAM H. CLARK, RKO
Radio treasurer and member of

the board of directors, and his wife

left here over the weekend for Jack-

sonville, Fla.
•

Hugh Owex, Paramount's East-

ern-Southern division manager, will

return here today from Xew Haven
•

William Wyler, Paramount pro-
ducer-director, returned to the Coast
over the weekend from New York.

•

Jack Levix, president of Jack H
Levin Associates, has returned here
from Washington.

•

A. A. ScHUBART, RKO Radio
branch operations manager, left here
for Atlanta yesterday.

$34,860,000 In

'51 Film Dividends

Washixgtox, Feb. 17. — ^Motion

picture company publicly-reported

cash dividends totaled $34,860,000 in

1951, according to a preliminary Com-
merce Department estimate.

This would be not quite six per

cent below the final 1950 estimate of

$36,941,000. Commerce Department
officials said, however, that the final

1951 figures might be considerably

closer to 1950, because Stanley Co.,

Walt Disney Productions and several

other companies still have not report-

ed to the Government their full 1951

payments.
Commerce officials usually figure

that publicly-reported cash dividends

account for slightly better than two-
thirds of all film industry dividend

payments. On this basis, total 1951

film industry dividends should have
been in the neighborhood of $52,000,-

000 to $53,000,000.

Payments reported in December
were put by Com.merce at $6,751,000,

compared with $6,478,000 in Decem-
ber, 1950. Officials said a common
stock dividend by Universal more than

offset slight drops in the total divi-

dends paid by several other companies.

Arguments to Start
In Cinema's Suit
Dexver. Feb. 17.—Testimony ended

here Friday and arguments will start

Tuesday in the suit of Cinema Amuse-
ments which is asking $1,000,000 in

damages from RKO, 20th Century-
Fox and Loew's, alleging inability to

buy proper film run for the Broadway
during 1945-46.

The case started Jan. 7.

Swear in Johnston
In New Govt. Post
Wa.shixgtox, Feb. 17. — Motion

Picture Association of .\merica presi-

dent Eric A. Johnston is scheduled

to be sworn in tomorrow morning in

his new' government post as chairman
of the President's International Devel-
opment Advisory Board.

Exhibitors Raise

Pledges for NCCJ
Exhibitors in the New York area

pledged to double the contributions

which they will raise for the National
Confernce of Christians and Jews at

a luncheon at the Hotel St. Moritz
here on Friday as the industry's par-

ticipation in the 1952 fund-raising
campaign got underway.
George Skouras, head of Skouras

Theatres and NCCJ amusements di-

vision chairman, presided at the meet-
ing with Fred J. Schwartz of Century
Circuit, Metropolitan New York com-
mittee chairman.

Also present were Si Fabian, Jo-
seph R. A^ogel, Harry Mandel, Rus-
sell Downing, Harry Goldberg,
Emanuel Frisch, Harold Rinzler,

Bernard Levy, Ed Rugoff, Stanley
Kolbert, George Skouras, Jr.. Leslie

Schwartz and David Katz,

Goldstein Leaves
Columbia for TV
Louis Goldstein, until recently man-

aging director in Germany for Colum-
bia Pictures, has resigned to enter the

television film distribution field.

Goldstein, with the company 22
years, earlier had been Columbia chief

in Argentina and Brazil, and prior

to that had inaugurated Columbia op-
erations in a number of other Latin-
American territories. He left Ger-
many in December.
His new enterprise is Hygo Tele-

vision Films, Inc., of which Jerry
Hyams is president, and Goldstein is

vice-president.

Picker Optimistic
On Latin America
Arnold M. Picker, United Artists

foreign distribution vice - president,

who returned here last Thursday from
a Latin American tour, said at the
weekend that he was confident 1952
would be a banner year for the com-
pany in that market. He met with UA
personnel in Brazil, Chile, Uruguay,
.Argentina, Peru and other countries.

Newsreel

Parade
rHE nwitrning of King George

and start of "Brotherhood Week"
are current ncn'sreel highlights. Other
items irichidc sports and fashions.
Complete contents follozi':

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 15 _ Britain
mourns King- George. "Ike" bandwagon gets
rolling- at New York rally. "Brotherhood
Week."

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 249—Mourn
King. Veteran carrier modernized. Iwo
Jinia six years after. Great Daj' for "G'.I.'s".

Dog Show. Diving-.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. SZ^Aqua-
maniacs make big splash. Dog show.
"Brotherhood Week." British pay tribute
to King.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 7-B — Fort
Dix training. King George lies in state.
Korean fire. Iranian students. Rottenburg
Carnival. Atom secrets. Bob-sled race.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. S3S — Dead
Monarch mourned. Floods in France,
USS Intrepid. Billiard star. Dog show.
"Brotherhood Week."

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 5*-The
King comes home. Round the clock fash-
ions. Song opens "Brotherhood Week."

Vance Heads Ohio
Film Buying Group

CixciNXATi^ Feb. 17. — Willis
Vance was elected president of the
Theatre Owners Corp., a buying,
booking and theatre service organiza-
tion for the Ohio, Kentucky and West
Virginia area, at the annual meeting
of stockholders held here.

Other officers elected were : Charles
W. Ackerman, first vice-president;
Maurice Chase, second vice-president

;

Louis Wiethe, treasurer ; Herman
Hunt, secretary ; Rex A. Carr, gen-
eral manager and assistant secretary-
treasurer.

Completing the list of directors are

:

John Hewett, Bethel, O.; Elstun
Dodge, Mt. Washington, O. ; Mrs. M.
AL Weinig, Cincinnati

;
]\Ianny Mar-

cus, Indianapolis
; Jerome Kunz, Cin-

cinnati
; Sante Macci, Greenville, O.

'Good Housekeeping'
To Recommend Films

Effective with its Alarch issue, Good
Housekeeping is extending its motion
picture reviewing service to include a
new feature titled "Recommendations
of the Month."
Recommended pictures will break

down into three categories, embracing
films endorsed for adults, children and
the whole family, ^^'alt Disney Pro-
ductions walks ofT with the children's

recommendations for March with
"Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,"
"Olympic Elk" and "Lambert the
Lion." Recommended for adults are
"Death of A Salesman,'' Columbia,
and_ "The African Queen," United
Artists. For the whole family the
recommendations are "The Greatest
Show on Earth" and "Sailor Beware,"
Paramount ; "Bend of the River" and
"Battle of Apache Pass," Universal-
International.

Rutii Harbert, who conducts "As-
signment in Hollywood," will handle
the new department.

c. TI ^ k ^rartin Ouigley, Editor-m-Chief and Publisher; Sherwin Kane, Editor; Terry Ramsaye, Consulting Editor. Published dailv, except Saturdays,bunday, and holidays, by Quigley Publishing Company, Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center, New York 20, N. Y. Telephone Circle 7-3100. Cable addreis: "Ouigpubco NeW\ork. Martin Quigley, President; Red Kann. Vice-President; Martin Quigley, Jr., Vice-President; Theo J. Sullivan, Vice-President and Treasurer; Raymond Lew, Vice-Pres'idenf
i^?. J- i>ecretary; James P. Cunningham. News Editor; Herbert V. Fecke, Advertising Manager; Gus H. Fausel, Production Manager. Hollvwood Bureau, Yucca-VineauUding, VVilIiam R. Weaver Edit^^^ Street, Urben Farley, Advertising Representative, Fl 6-3074; Bruce Trinz, Editorial Representative U^orth Clark Street FR-2-2843. \\ ashmgrton, J. A. Often, National Press Club, Washington, D. C. London Bureau, 4 Golden Sq.. London Wl: Hope Burnup. Manager- PeterJJurnup, Editor; cable address, Quigpubco, I^ondon." Other Quigiey Publications: Motion Picture Herald; Better Theatres and Theatre Sales, each published ]3 times a vear asa section ot .Motion Picture Herald: International Motion Picture Almanac; Fame. Entered as second-class matter. Sept. 21, 1938, at the post ofTice at New York N. Y" underthe act ot March 3, 1879. Subscription rates per year, $6 in the Americas and $12 foreign; single copies, 10c.



CHRISTOPHER AWARDS
for M-G-M's

Tke record-Lreaking reception ty tke putlic confirms tke newest tritute tkat

lias teen LestoweJ on M-G-M's immortal Tecknicolor triumpk. Tke 1952

Ckristopker Medal, togetker witk a $10,000 Award, tke largest offered in

tke world today for a motion picture, is presented to "Quo Vadis" for tke

inspiration and kope it provides a vast audience and kecause "tkis outstanding

work is living proof of tke power of creative art, under God, to ckange tke

world for tke ketter." Skaring tkis unique konor and receiving tke Ckristopker

Medals are Director Mervyn LeRoy, Producer Sam Zimkalist and Screen Play

writers Jokn Lee Makin, S. N. Bekrman and Sonya Levien.
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Arbitration
(Continued from foge 1)

posed arbitration plan will be mailed

to distributors "early this week" by

Abram F. Myers, Allied general coun-

sel, who makes his headquarters in

that city.

The next move. Allied has said, will

hK: up to the distributors—to call an
all-industry arbitration conference,

meet further with Allied, or just for-

get about the whole matter.

Alyers, a member of the Allied ar-

bitration committee, will be here for

the COMPO meetings. Wilbur
Snaper, Allied president, who makes
his headquarters in New York and
who also is a committee member, will

be a COAIPO delegate. Other Allied

committee members who are due to

attend the COMPO sessions are True-
man T. Rembusch of Indiana, Nathan
Yamins of New England, and Jack
Kirsch of Illinois.

Painters Local 644
Disbands on Coast
Hollywood, Feb. 17.—Motion Pic-

ture Painters Local 644, which spear-

headed the 1945 studio strike, over
the weekend surrendered its records
to Painters Brotherhood International

headquarters in Lafaj'ette, Indiana,

and disbanded.

Herbert K. Sorrell, business agent
since 1937, and leader of the 1945
strike as Conference of Studio Unions
head, and whose ouster ordered by
the international some time ago Local
644 had refused to accept, will enter

the private painting business.

The copper shortage is critical. SAVE
YOUR COPPER DRIPPINGS.

NARTB Appoints

Five -Man Video

Code Review Board

W.\sHiNGTON, Feb. 17.—The TV
board of the National Association of

Radio and Television Broadcasters has

approved a five-man review board to

interpret its new TV standards code,

which goes into effect March 1.

Meeting in Bandera, Texas, the

board also approved a plan for finan-

cing administration of the code and a

first-year operating budget of $40,000.

The review board, which will act

as a preliminary hearing group in con-

sidering complaints that specific TV
programs and advertising practices

violate the code, includes the follow-

ing:

Fetzer Chairman

John E. Fetzer, owner of TV sta-

tion WKZO-TV at Kalamazoo, who
will be chairman ; J. Leonard Reinsich,

vice-president, WSB, Altanta; Mrs.
Scott Bullitt, owner of KING-TV,
Seattle ; Walter J. Damm, vice-presi-

dent and general manager, WTMJ-
TV, Milwaukee, and E. K. Jett, vice-

president and general manager of

WMAR-TV, Baltimore.

Under the financing plan, each sub-

scribing TV station will nay $520 a

year. If it is an NARTB member,
$250 of this will be credited against

NARTB dues, leaving $270 for de-

fraving code administration.

the NARTB said it expected the

four major TV networks, all members
of the association, to "assist substan-

tially in defraying administration

cost."

The amount to be paid by stations

and networks will probably be reduced
in proportion to the number of stations

subscribing, it was reported. For ex-

ample, NARTB said, if 90 per cent

of the nation's TV stations subscribe,

the dues could be cut to $405 a sta-

tion, with $250 credited against dues
payment.

Partmar Refuses
{Continued from page 1)

erick Ford had asked them to ap-

pear and was refused, but he pointed
out that FCC can subpoena. The
five companies had sought to inter-

vene in the proceeding but the Com-
mission turned them down before the

hearing started.

Wanted in the Record

Last week, however, FCC hearing
examiner Leo Resnick said he wanted
in the record information on the ef-

fects
_
of Paramount's pre-1948 trade

practices on independent exhibitors.
Hardy said his clients felt the show-

ing they would make as witnesses
would not compare with the showing
thev could make as parties and would
be "inadequate and incomplete."

Legion Remrt Puts
3 in Class C, 2 in B
The latest report of the Lesion of

Decency places three films in Class C
(Condemned) and two in Class B.
The three in Class C are : "Lover's

Return" (French) : "The Raven"
(French), and "Women Without
Names" (Italian), all distributed bv
Lopert Films. The two in Class B
are "Rashomon" (Japanese), RKO.
and "This Woman Is Dangerous,"
Warner.

'Good Faith '

(Continued from page 1)

the Federal Trade Commission and
the Department of Justice. Weisl ex-

plained the reason for the growth of

the practices, indicated that industry

counsel had considered them legal up
to the time of the Supreme Court deci-

sion and declared that the fact that

there had been court decisions against

Paramount "didn't mean we were ras-

cals intentionally breaking the la\'i'."

Cited Two Instances

Asked whether the Paramount
board was informed of theatre acqui-

sitions, Weisl said that the acquisition

of particular theatres was "within the

knowledge of the officers" and that

the board would know about such ac-

quisitions only "to the extent to which
the officers reported them." He ex-
plained that Paramount believed it had
exercised its right to acquire theatres

"with restraint," and cited two in-

stances where the company had not
bought "beautiful and profitable"

chains which were offered to it for

sale.

Questioned about selling the com-
pany's pictures for use on television,

Weisl repeated statements made by
previous Paramount witness, to the
effect that he was in favor of doing
so when television could pay enough
for the pictures and it was "econo-
mically feasible" to sell them. He said

he would not vote in favor of making
Paramount's film library available to
its Los Angeles television station,

KTLA, nor to International Tele-
meter, Inc.

Approached by Zenith Man
He would make films available to

Telemeter for an experiment, he said.

Weisl, who is also a director of Madi-
son Square Garden, said the board of

the Garden had been approached by
a Zenith representative, who asked if

the board would give rights to Gar-
den sports events for subscriber tele-

vision broadcasts. The Garden "held
the request in abeyance," he said, be-
cause it "just wanted to see what
would happen" when the television

station freeze was lifted.

Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount pro-
duction head, who was supposed to
take the stand today, will be Monday's
first witness.

FCC Witness List
(Continued from page 1)

those testifying on company theatre
plans and proposals.

The remaining new witnesses will

give additional testimony on program-
ming for theatre television. They in-

clude : Cecil B. DeMille, Darryl F.
Zanuck, Y. Frank Freeman, William
Goetz, Walton Ament, Peter Leva-
thes, Ray Klune, George Murphy,
Ronald Reagan, Bryan Foy, David
Butler, Mary McCall, Larry Wood-
ing, Wellsboro, Pa., exhibitor, and
Robert Selig, Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Denver. O'Connor will also
testify on programming, it was stated.

$6,317 for 'Zapata'
Miami, Feb. 17.—An aggregate ro-

bust gross of $6,317 was chalked up
on the three-theatre opening of 20th
Century-Fox's "Viva Zapata" at the
Caribu, Miama and Miracle. The
gross was described as the best open-
ing day's business in the three theatres
this season.

Unemployment Hits

Hard at Detroit

Theatre Business

Detroit, Feb. 17.—Unemployment,
not television, has been slashing at-

tendance in Detroit theatres.

As civilian production is cut down
for lack of essential materials, more
Detroiters are laid off and fewer show
up at the box-office.

Much talked about defense contracts

are slow to appear on the Detroit

scene. What help they will bring to

Detroit employment is for the most
part in the future because of "lead

time" required to get into production.

Although the entertainment dollar

is among the first to be cut off, mer-
chants and businessmen here of every
type are finding conditions increasing-

ly difficult.

A few name attractions are still

doing good despite the general decline.

But those are the exceptions to the

general trend.

2 Negro Houses Closed

Two Negro houses closed in the

past few weeks because of the unem-
ployment situation. The Paradise, op-

erated by the Cohen circuit which has
five other houses here and in Lansing,

Mich., has been sold for over $200,000
to a Negro religious group for use
as a church. This is the second Negro
house sold for church purposes. The
other was the Purcell.

United Detroit Theatres failed to

draw crowds even with its usually

reliable stage show policy. They tried

cartoon shows especially for the

youngsters which did somewhat better.

UDT's 2,400-seat Riviera is currently

doing a nice Saturday business with
cartoon matinees.

Many of the independents are mere-
ly hanging on for warmer weather
which usually brings a revival after

the low late winter ebb. But they are

being hit hard by higher prices and
labor costs. The 15 per cent boost in

Film Truck Service rates has been
particularly hard on upstate indepen-

dent exhibitors. Suit has been brought
by Allied Theatres of Michigan and
Butterfield Theatres of Michigan
against Mrs. Gladys Pike, president

of the truck service, to knock down
the increase.

A.T, & T, Rushes New
Home TV Facilities

Efforts are being made by the

American Telephone and Telegraph
Co. to expedite extension of network
television facilities to provide service

to Miami, New Orleans, Houston,
Dallas, Ft. Worth and Oklahoma City
early in July, in time for the forth-

coming national political conventions.

Originally scheduled for the "last

half of 1952" the network additions

are being rushed to meet the earlier

date.

WFA to Distribute
Films for Television
World Film Associates, Inc., New

York production and distribution firm

headed by J. H. Seidelman, former
head of Universal-International Films,
is launching a television distribution

setup to handle top-quality foreign
features for TV.
WFA says in some instances it will

premiere new films on TV even prior

to theatrical release.
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TV Station Bids
Increase to 415

Washington, Feb. 17.—Despite a

request by the Federal Communica-
tions Commission that apphcations for

new television stations be held off un-
til the TV freeze is lifted, the number
of applications rose from 351 as of

June 30, 1950 to 415 as of June 30,

1951.

Annual Report

This was revealed in the Commis-
sion's annual report for the 12 months
ending last June 30 when 107 TV sta-

tions were on the air, the Commission
said. These stations covered 63 cities

and metropolitan areas with a popu-
lation of approximately 87,000,000
people in 43 states. A 108th station

started operating Sept. 30, and a 109th
station has been authorized but is not
yet operating.

Lewis Is Named
(Continued front page 1)

industry in 1939 in the advertising-

publicity-exploitation department of

Warner Brothers. He joined 20th
Century-Fox after completing Army
service, becoming special assistant to
the director of advertising, publicity
and exploitation before moving to the
Greenthal Agency.

To Demolish House Here
The City Theatre here, 14th Street

house owned by City Theatres Co.,
will be closed March 1 in preparation
for its proposed demolition to make
way for a 125-car parking lot.

Hits Films ' 'Reds ' Policy
(Continued from page 1)

hearings. Some further hearings on
the film industry still are to be held,

the report indicated.

The report then notes that the 1947
hearings resulted in identifying 10 per-

sons associated with the industry as

Party members, and that when these

10 refused to answer questions on the

subject, all were cited for contempt
and given jail sentences. During the

1951 hearings all 10 were again iden-

tified as Party members, the report

added.

Committee Hoped
"It was the hope of the committee,

after having conducted the 1947 hear-
ings, that the motion picture industry
would accept the initiative and take
positive and determined steps to check
Communism within the industry," the

lawmakers said. "Unfortunately, how-
ever, spokesmen for the industry per-
sisted at that time in painting an un-
realistic picture of Communism in

Hollywood, and some, at least, would
have had the American public believe

there was no such thing as organized
Communism in the motion picture in-

dustry.

"The committee's hearings in 1951

resulted in the identification of more
than 300 persons associated with the
industry as members of the Communist
Party. There were varying opinions
given by witnesses as to the success

of the Communists in influencing the

content of motion pictures. The fact

was evident that such efforts were
made."

The committee added that it

realized that the vast majority
of entertainers and workers in
the entertainment field were
"patriotic and loyal Americans,"
but said the "flow of money to
Communist coffers which comes
from those who are disloyal
must be stopped." It estimated
that four Communist-front or-
ganizations in California had
received approximately $1,000,-
000 from employes of the film
industry.

The committee adm.itted that the in-
dustry had been more cooperative in
the 1951 hearings than in the 1947
investigation.

At another point, the committee said

that "if the same number of Commun-
ists existed in every segment of Amer-
ican life as in the case of Hollywood
motion picture writers during past

years, the U. S. would be in a pre-

carious position."

Emphasized Films' Impact

The report emphasized the import-

ant impact of motion pictures on the

American public, and said the same
is true of television. "The committee
hopes that its investigation of Holly-
wood will have a far-reaching effect

and prevent a large-scale future Com-
munist infiltration of the television in-

dustry," the report said. "It is logical

to assume that the Communists will

endeavor to infiltrate television on a

large scale because it is rapidly be-

coming an important entertainment
medium."

Pathe's 'Lab'

(Continued from page 1)

versal productions, a number of films

for television and various short sub-

jects including some produced by the
Army and the Navy. The source of

such interruption would be the refusal

of members of the "lA" Laboratory
Technicians Local No. 702 to cross a
picket line formed by the "white col-

lar" unionists.

Contract Expired

Russell M. Moss, executive vice-

president of Local H-63, said a strike

is contemplated because the company
"failed to bargain in good faith."

Negotiations based on the union's bid
for a 10 to 12 per cent wage increase
began last Aug. 31 when the previous
contract, which ran for two years, ex-
pired. The company has flatly refused
to increase wages, has demanded eli-

mination of a union shop, and has
sought to bind the employes to the
Taft-Hartley Law whether or not it

is repealed, according to Moss.
Two years ago, prior to the nego-

tiation of the contract which recently
expired, the Pathe "white collar"

workers struck, forming a picket line

which laboratory technicians refused
to cross. That strike lasted about one
hour, the company having decided im-
mediately following the walk-out to

accede to the union's contract demands.

Bellamy at ATS Meet
Ralph Bellamy will be guest speaker

at the American Television Society
luncheon on Feb. 28 at New York's
Hotel Roosevelt, Julius F. Seebach,

Jr., president has announced.

PARAMOUNT
TRADE SHOWS

Feb. 7 thru Mar. 3, 1952
• • •

ALAN YOUNG • DINAH SHORE

and ROBERT MERRILL
in

A PERLBERG-SEATON Production

"AARON SLICK
FROM

PUNKIN CRICK
with

Adele Jergens • Minerva Urecal

Martha Stewart

Color by TECHNICOLOR
Produced by

WILLIAM PERLBERG and GEORGE SEATON
Direction and Screenplay by CLAUDE BINYON

Based on the play by Walter Beniamin Hare

CITY PLACE OF SCREENING DATE

n FOX SCREENING ROOM, 1052 Broadwoy WED.

TIME

CLEVELAND PARAMOUNT PROJECTION ROOM, 1735 E. 23rd St WED.

DALLAS MAJESTIC THEATRE WED.

DENVER DENHAM THEATRE , TUES.

DETROIT PARAMOUNT PROJECTION ROOM, 479 Ledyard Ave WED.

JACKSONVILLE. . . . .FLORIDA THEATRE SCREENING ROOM, Florida Ttieoire Bldg WED.

KANSAS CITY PARAMOUNT THEATRE, 1114 Main St THURJ

LOS ANGELES PARAMOUNT PROJECTION ROOM, 1613 W. 20th St WED.

MEMPHIS PARAMOUNT PROJECTION ROOM, 362 South Second St WED.

MILWAUKEE PARAMOUNT PROJECTION ROOM, 1121 No. 8th St WED.

MINNEAPOLIS PARAMOUNT PROJECTION ROOM, 1201 Currie Avenue WED.

NEW HAVEN PARAMOUNT THEATRE MON.

NEW YORK LOEW S LEXINGTON, Slst St. & Lexington Ave TUES.

NEW ORLEANS PARAMOUNT PROJECTION ROOM, 215 So. Liberty St WED.

OKLAHOMA CITY. . . HARBER THEATRE MON.

OMAHA PARAMOUNT PROJECTION ROOM, 1704 Davenport St WED.

PHILADELPHIA PARAMOUNT PROJECTION ROOM, 248 North 12th St WED.

PITTSBURGH STANLEY THEATRE TUES.

PORTLAND PARAMOUNT PROJECTION ROOM, 909 N.W. 19th Ave WED.

ST. LOUIS MISSOURI THEATRE WED.

SALT LAKE CITY CENTER THEATRE, Salt Lake City MON.

SEATTLE PARAMOUNT THEATRE MON.

WASHINGTON PARAMOUNT PROJECTION ROOM, 306 H. St., N.W WED.

ALREADY TRADE SHOWN IN THESE CITIES

FOX THEATRE, Atlanta THURS. FEB. 7

METROPOLITAN THEATRE TUES. FEB. 12

PARAMOUNT THEATRE THURS. FEB. 14

INGERSOLL THEATRE MON. FEB. II

CIRCLE THEATRE FRI. FEB. 15

PARAMOUNT THEATRE MON. FEB. 11

FEB. 20 2 P.M

FEB. 20 10 A.M.

FEB. 20. . .1.30 P.M.

. FEB. 21

FEB. 20. . .8.15 P.M.

FFR 9n

FFB 96

FEB. 20. .2:30 P.M.

FEB 20 2 P.M.

FEB. 21 ,

FEB. 20. . .1:30 P.M.

FEB. 20

.

.12:15 Noon

FEB. 20 2 P.M.

FEB. 20. 2 P.M.

MAR ^

FFR 19 .

FEB. 20. .2:30 P.M.

FEB. 18

FEB. 20, 1 P.M.

FEB. 20 2 P.M.

FEB. 19

FEB. 20. 2 P.M.

FFR 90

FFR 9";

FEB. 20. .2:30 P.M.

ATLANTA

BOSTON

BUFFALO

DES MOINES

INDIANAPOLIS. .

SAN FRANCISCO
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MotionPictureDailyFeatureReviews
''The Treasure of Lost Canyon''
(Unii-ersaI-I)!tcniational)

OUT OF Robert Louis Stevenson's story, "Treasure of Franchard," pro-

ducer Leonard Goldstein has fashioned a satisfying piece of family enter-

tainment. The adventure, about an orphaned boy and a fabulous treasure, is

in color by Technicolor with a cast headed by William Powell, Rosemary De
Camp and Tommy Ivo.

Powell plavs an eccentric country gentleman and Jack of all trades. A home-

less, taciturn youngster crosses his path, and Powell, with the agreement of

his 'wife, :Miss DeCamp, decides to adopt the lad. Quite a history preceded

the boy, including a stint with a trio of phony medicine peddlers, who
taught him the refined art of stealing.

One day on an outing the boy comes across a hidden tunnel and mside

discovers 'a fabulous treasure. Suddenly rich, Powell goes out on a grand

spree. The boy, however, takes a previous statement of Powell's that money

corrupts literally and forthwith dumps the treasure deep into a waterfall. To
further aggravate matters, his carelessness causes Powell's house to catch fire.

The screenplay, by Brainerd Duffiield and Emerson Crocker, has Henry

Hull play the slv villain whose selfish manipulations caused the boy to go

through a series of hardships. By the finale it is established that the boy was

actually the son of Powell's brother.
. .

The ending is a happy one and one of the factors leading to it is the re-

trieving of the treasure from its watery grave. Others in the cast are Charles

Drake and Julia Adams, neighbors of Powell. The latter is always pleasant

to watch and he turns in an engaging performance. Ted Tetzlaff directed.

Running time, 81 >4 minutes. General audience classification. For March
rpTpacp Mandel Herbstman

''Road Agenf
(RKO Pictures)

nTlM HOLT'S usually large-sized Western-film audience will particularly

A applaud his "Road Agent" production, for its rapid action, brisk gunplay

and better than usual tale, well directed, and produced with satisfaction, by

Lesley Selander and Herman Schlom, respectively. Norman Houston wrote

the story, which makes Holt and his pal, Richard Martin, a pair of "Robin

Hoods" who save the cattlemen of Trail City from Mauritz Hugo, a wily

cattle buyer who has purchased surrounding lands in order to place prohibi-

tive tolls on all roads over which the cattlemen must drive their herds on their

way to market.
Tim and Martin hold up Hugo to get back what they feel is an overcharge

on the toll. Inadvertently, they take all of Hugo's money, which runs into

many thousands. They turn it over to the harried cattlemen to pay the tolls,

thus actually returning the money to Hugo while doing a service to the cattle-

men. Hugo's hold on the town later is broken when he moves outside the

law to keep the cattlemen from getting to market and is nabbed in the process

by Tim, Martin and the sheriff.

The story moves swiftly and logically at all times, building to a gun-blazmg

climax when the two Robin Hoods are cornered in a mountain cabin by Hugo
and his men. It breaks with tradition when Holt goes into a clinch with

Noreeu Nash, daughter of one of the cattlemen, at the fadeout.

Others in the cast are : Dorothy Patrick, Bob Wilks, Tom Tyler, Guy Ed-

ward Hearn, William Tannen, Sam Flint, Forbest Murray and Stan Blystone.

Running time, 60 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

not set.

"The Small Back Room''
{Archer-Snader)

WITH Britain-at-war as background, this film endeavors to demonstrate

that a man faced with severe physical and emotional problems can lick

his situation if he develops the inner strength to do so. But the premise is

met unsatisfactorily because of a strange mixture of story lines which get

hopelessly tangled.

David Farrar j/lays a British scientist busy on secret projects. The strain

of war is heightened by a psyhical disability which doctors meet by pre-

prescribing drugs. Sometimes they help and then again they do not whereas
Farrar finds antidote and comfort in straight Scotch. Thus, the contest is

between the drugs, which are authorized, and the liquor which is not. It is

Kathleen Byron, Farrar's romance, who does most to keep him away from the

liquor and a growing program of self-pity. They quarrel and he goes for the

Scotch.

Meanwhile, the Germans have been dropping a mysterious bomb on Eng-
land. Farrar gets the assignment of disassembling it for study. In carrying

off the task successfully, he also finds himself and licks his emotional diffi-

culties.

The film is based on a novel by Nigel Balchin and a script by Michael
Powell and Emeric Pressburger, who also produced and directed. It is an
unsatisfying mixture of various story elements, including mystery, psychiatry

and suspense. Very good is the long sequence on the lonely beach when Far-
rar neutralizes the bomb. This outdoes by far the rest of the film with its

unexpected shift into a "Lost Weekend" routine. What happens is all part

of the same film, but portions are so loosely joined that the relationship be-

comes strained. The principals are competent and are thoroughly believable

when the film allows them to be.

Running time, 90 minutes. Adult audience classification. Release date, not

set.

"The Belle of New York"
{M-G-M)

THE springboard for this latest and lavish M-G-M musical is the gaslight

era when waiters sang, women were shy, men both bold and gallant, and
Currier and Ives illustrated the scenery and also were part of it. Fred Astaire
and Vera-Ellen are the co-stars, singing and dancing an array of tunes by
Llarry Warren and Johnny Mercer.

When the stars are on their agile pins, "The Belle of New York" gets

away from its lethargic and dull story, takes on verve and life and is some-
thing of a delight to watch. There is, for instance, Astaire doing an inimit-

able and vastly entertaining routine on top of the arch in Washington Square

;

Vera-Ellen doing a perfectly charming song-and-dance number when the

story calls for her to try her hand at the jemme fatale business ; another in

which both of them bring to life a series of Currier and Ives prints which
follow the seasons of the year ; and a fourth in which they sing and dance in

and around a horse car.

But the story which has the irresponsible Astaire pursue the mission worker
and the romantic booby traps which block their path to romantic bliss is doleful

and dull. In fact, it merely bridges and sets the stage for their routines. No
niatter how it is approached, any discussion of this musical must get back to

those musical numbers which are so good that all else is completely outdis-

tanced. Astaire, of course, continues to be quite wonderful but never far

behind, if indeed she is, is the graceful and personable Vera-Ellen. They make
a team which is on the wonderful side of the ledger.

The attraction is based, according to the credits, on a play by Hugh Morton
and adapted for its current purpose by Chester Erskine. Robert O'Brien
and Irving Elinson wrote the screenplay, but the production departments that

count in this effort are the individuals like Robert Alton who staged and
directed the musical numbers ; Warren and Mercer who wrote a pleasant,

but undistinguished, score ; Cedric Gibbons and Jack Martin Smith, the art

directors ; Robert Planck who handled the Technicolor camera and, by all

odds, Warren Newcombe and Irving G. Ries who accomplished interesting

effects in trick photography.

Arthur Freed produced and Charles Walters directed. Others in the cast

include Marjorie Main, Keenan Wynn and Alice Pearce.

Running time, 82 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

February, 1952. Red Kann

"Colorado Sundown"
{Republic)

REX ALLEN employs his prowess and skill against a brother-sister com-
bination out to gain control of rich timberlands by pretending the trees

are infested with bark beetles. The villains are Fred Graham and June Vin-
cent who have been willed one-third of a huge estate. Sharing the other two-
thirds of the property are Slim Pickens and pretty Mary Ellen Kay.

The villains first kill a forest ranger and then put a long-lost brother to

work in the guise of the ranger. In this fraudulent disguise he condemns
trees and makes the ranchers sell out at a ridiculously low price. Among
other activities of the villains is the habit of giving their opponents poisonous
tea.

The screenplay by Eric Taylor and William Lively has more plot involve-

m.ents than is customary in the average Western. There is, however, the
normal amount of gunplay and hard riding. For a time Allen finds himself
in hot water, especially when he is accused of the murder of one of the "tea"
victims. By the finale everything is cleared up in true Western tradition. On
band with an occasional song are the Republic Rhythm Riders. Edward J.
White was associate producer and William Witney directed.

Running time, 67 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

Feb. 8. M. Herbstman

"The Magic Garden"
(Swan Film-Mayer-Kingsley)

SIMPLICITY, charm and a nice balance in good humor recommend this

film for art theatre audiences. "The Magic Garden" is a folk tale about
a group of Afrikaans who live in doubtful splendor in a suburb of Johannes-
burg.

Produced and directed by Donald Swanson in South Africa with a non-
professional Negro cast, it does not have the polish of a fully-rounded pro-
fessional attraction, yet this turns out to be one of its major assets.

The simple story deals with the theft of 40 pounds from a church to which
the money eventually returns but not before it touches and alters the lives

of those with whom it establishes contact. A poor widow and her children
are aided, a young couple finds marriage, a greedy money-lender and an
avaricious storekeeper are taught a lesson and the thief is caught by the law.
Throughout is heard the captivating music of Willard Cele, who plays a
wood instrument known as a pennywhistle, and solos and chorals by the players
in their tribal dialects and in English.

It is not without possibility that some Negro groups here may be offended
by the naivete and simple childishness attributed generally to the cast. They
may take the position that emphasis on backwardness and superstitution,
regardless of how accurately they agree with the facts, is a reflection on the
whole race.

Running time, 63 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,
not set.
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WB Reports

Quarter Net

Of $2,605,000

Increase of $792,000

Over 1951 Report

Warner Brothers Pictures, Inc.

and subsidiary companies report for

the three months ending Dec. 1,

1951 a net profit of $2,605,000, after

provision of $2,500,000 for Federal in-

come taxes.

The net for the three months endmg

on Nov. 25, 1950 amounted to $1,813,-

000, after provision of $2,000,000 for

Federal taxes and after provision of

$200,000 for contingent habihties.

Included in the operating profit for

the three months ending Dec. 1, 1951

is a profit of $935,000 from sales of

capital assets, before provision for

Federal taxes, which compares witb

a corresponding profit of $167,000 for

the three months ending Nov. 25,

1950.

The net for the 1951 three months

(Continued on page 3)

'Greatest' at Hall

Sparks NY Grosses

Bad weekend weather deflated Broad-

way grosses somewhat this week, but

such attractions as "The Greatest

Show on Earth," "A Girl in Every
Port," "Phone Call from A Stranger"

and "Quo Vadis" did well.

Another fairly good grosser is "Viva
Zapata" at the Rivoli which expected

to hit a nice $36,000 for its second

week.
At the Radio City Music Hall, an

(Continued on page 3)

Edit U.K. Films Here

To U. S. Tastes

Final versions of many J. Arthur
Rank productions being released in the

U. S. are being determined by Amer-
ican preview audiences in New York,
Michael Truman, Rank producer, re-

ported here yesterday upon his arrival

from England. He will edit while here
"Ivory Hunter," Universal - Interna-

(Continned on page 3)

'Red^ Charges By House
Group 'Unfair^: Johnston
Washington, Feb. 18.—The House Un-American Activities Com-

mittee's criticism of the motion picture industry for what it charged was

a failure to take steps "to check Communism within the industry" after

the Committee's 1947 hearings, was termed "misleading and unfair" by
Eric Johnston, Motion Picture Asso-

RKO,20th-Fox Seek

New Trial of Scott,

Lardner Pay Suit

Hollywood, Feb. 18.—Counsel for

RKO Pictures and 20th Century-Fox
took their first steps today toward
seeking a new trial of the consolidated

suit by Adrian Scott, producer, and
Ring Lardner, Jr., writer, for $90,000

allegedly due them under the employ-
ment contract terminated by the stu-

dios after the two had refused to

answer questions of the House Un-
American Activities Committee.
Just as that committee in Washing-

(Continued on page 6)

TV Effect on UK
Grosses Nil: Eckman

Although 70 per cent of England is

now covered by television, it has had
practically no eff'ect on theatre busi-

ness, Sam Eckman, chairman and
managing director of Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer Pictures, Ltd., declared yester-

day.

Eckman, who is here on a visit

from England, explained that worth-
while pictures are doing as well as

before, but lesser films are suffering.

Gross box-office receipts for the

year of April 1950 to April 1951 were
36,260,000 pounds, compared to 36,-

970,000 pounds for the same period in

the previous year, he said.

M-G-M production in England this

(Continued on page 7)

Finske Joins UPT's
Florida State Unit
Jacksonville, Fla., Feb. 18.—The

appointment of Louis Finske, former
president of Penn Paramount Corp.,

a United Paramount Theatres affiliate

at Wilkes-Barre, to Florida State The-
atres, another UPT affiliate, was an-

nounced here today by Leon Netter,

Florida State head.

ciation president, in a statement issued

at the weekend.

Johnston's statement was addressed
to two points in the committee's re-

port ; one, that the industry "has
failed to take positive and determined
steps to check Communism in Holly-
wood," and that efforts were made by
Communists to influence the content
of motion pictures.

Terming the first point "untrue,"
Johnston said : "As a matter of fact

the motion picture industry has taken
many positive and determined steps

against Communism and Communists.
"For example the Committee knows

that leaders of the industry voluntarily
agreed in a statement of policy in 1947
that they would not knowingly employ
Communists. This policy has been ad-

(Continned on page 6)

Sees No '51 Films on

TV for Three Years

Washington, Feb. 18.—Y. Frank
Freeman, Paramount Pictures produc-
tion head, said today he "seriously
doubts that the pictures we made in

1951 can be on television for the ne.xt

three years."

Testifying in the Federal Communi-
cations Commission's Paramount
hearing, Freeman explained that they
could only be on television if "the

sum offered is greater than the nega-
tive could bring from any other

source."

The hearings recessed today, after

the completion of Freeman's testi-

mony, to pick up again Wednesday
when Austin C. Keough, Paramount

(Continued on page 7)

Fabian Toastmaster
At Variety Luncheon

S. H. Fabian, head of Fabian Thea-
tres, will be toastmaster at the annual
induction luncheon today of the Vari-

ety Club of New York, Tent No. 35,

at the Hotel Astor. Industry leaders

from all over the country will be on
hand for the event which will honor

(Continued on page 7)

COMPO Sets

A 20-Topic

Parley Agenda
Depinet, Robbins, Mayer
Reports Due Tomorrow

Twenty items of business, includ-

ing admission taxes, "Movietime"
projects and election of officers and
financing, have been put on the
agenda for the Council of Motion Pic-
ture Organizations' two-day annual
meeting which will open here tomor-
row at the Hotel Astor.

Additionally, there will be
presented tomorrow a report by
Ned E. Depinet, COMPO presi-
dent; a treasurer's report which
will be read by George Dembow
for COMPO treasurer Herman
Robbins who is vacationing in
Florida, and a report by Arthur
L. Mayer, COMPO executive
vice-president.

Tomorrow's meetings of the COM-
(Continiied on page 7)

Delay in Theatre
TV Hearings Seen

Washington, Feb. 18. — Another
postponement in the start of the Fed-
eral Communications Commission the-
atre television hearings is almost cer-
tain. Commission officials believe.

The hearings are now slated to start
March 10. That date was based largely
on the assumption that the Commis-
sion would have out by the end of
February its decision lifting the tele-

vision freeze and making city-by-city
(Continued on page 7)

Foreign Topics Top
'51 Reel Coverage

Nearly half of the newsreel topics
presented on the nation's screens in

1951 dealt with various aspects of the
foreign scene, thereby reflecting the
growing impact of international events
on the lives of Americans, the Motion
Picture Association of America de-
clared. A research department an-

(Continucd on page 6)

iFRiCAN auBEfnTOMORROW
IS THE DAY'S BIG NEW».

j CAPITOL THEATRE

H.Y.C.

HUMPHRIY KATHARINE

BOGART . HEPBURN
Produced by S. P. EAGLE

Directed by JOHN HUSTON
Color by TECHNICOLOR
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New Lighting Plan
For Para. Studio

Washington, Feb. 18.—Para-
mount Pictures has a new
lighting method ready to use
at its studios, production
head Y. Frank Freeman said

here today.
Although material and sup-

plies have not been available

to put the system into use
as yet. Freeman said, he be-

lieves he has accomplished
what he wanted in a "five-year
fight" to change the quality
of the studio lighting. The
new system didn't have any
name, he stated, but could be
called the "Freeman special."

He hopes to give it to anyone
who wants it, he added.

Amend Para. Decree

For Fla. Situation

Washington, Feb. 18.—The Para-
mount consent decree has been
amended to cover a changed situation

in St. Augustine, Fla., Justice Depart-
ment officials said.

Under the original decree, United
Paramount Theatres was to sell one
of its two theatres in St. Augstine.
Under the amendment, one theatre can
be torn down or converted to non-
theatrical use, instead of being sold.

Witli respect to the other theatre,

UPT must for five years take a prod-
uct limitation if there is in the city

an independent with a suitable theatre

who wants first-run pictures.

Justice ofificials emphasized that un-
like other consent decree provisions,

there does not have to be a finding
that the independent tried to get the
pictures but could not ; the only condi-
tions are that he have a suitable the-
atre and want the pictures. Officials

indicated a drive-in would be consid-
ered "suitable."

Events to Highlight
'About Face' Opening
Xashville, Feb. 18.—The personal

appearances of Eddie Bracken, Dick
Wessen, Virginia Gibson and Phyllis
Kirk and the world premiere showing
of Warner Brothers' color in Techni-
color musical, ".^bout Face," in which
they star with Gordon MacRae, will
highlight the opening ceremonies of
the new Tennessee Theatre here on
Feb. 28.

A series of special events will pre-
cede the premiere. Involved in the
events will be the governor and many
other dignitaries.

Frank R. Heiderich
New Orleans, Feb. 18.—Frank R.

Heiderich, 67, pioneer New Orleans
theatre owner, died at Baptist Hospi-
tal on Feb. 14. He had been ailing
for several years. He is survived
by his widow, a brother Henry F. and
a sister, Augusta, all of New Or-
leans.

The need for copper scrap is urgent.
SAVE THOSE COPPER DRIPPINGS.

Personal Mention
BG. KR.\NZE, executive assist-

• ant to United Artists vice-presi-

dent William J. Heineman, became
a grandfather last Friday when his

d a u g h t e r -i n-1 a w , Mrs. Donald
Kranze, gave birth to a girl at Wo-
men's Hospital here.

•

Ellis G. Arnall, SIMPP presi-

dent, who has been named U. S. Price
Stabilizer, will appear next Sunday
on NBC-TV's "Meet the Press Pro-
gram." Air travel difficulties between
.A.tlanta and Washington made it im-
possible for him to appear on the

program last Sunday as originally

scheduled.
•

Walter Branson, Western divi-

sion sales manager for RKO Radio,
and William Zimmerman, sales ex-

ecutive, left here yesterday by train

for Chicago.
•

Henry Henigson, who has been on
special assignment for M-G-M, has
returned here from England and today
will head for the Coast.

EDWIN W. AARON, 20th Cen-
tury-Fox assistant general sales

manager, and Martin Moskowitz,
New York State division manager,
left here last night for Bufifalo.

Aaron will continue on to New Ha-
ven and Boston, returning here late

in the week.
•

Sir Philip Warter, chairman of

Associated British Pictures Corp., this

week will leave here for Washington,
from where he will go to the Coast.
He will return here on March 9, and
shortly thereafter will return to Eng-
land.

•

Paul Raibourn, vice-president of

Paramount Pictures, will speak at the
East Side Forum on Public Affairs

at the Fellowship Hall here this eve-
ning on the subject, "What is the fu-

ture of the entertainment industry?"

•

RoTus Harvey, president of West-
ern Theatre Owners, is here from
San Francisco.

No WB Move to

Amend the Decree
Spokesman for both the Department

of Justice and Warner Brothers yes-

terday said that there has been no
move by WB aimed at amending
WB's consent decree which would per-

mit one of the Warner brothers to re-

main with the new independent theatre

company after the divorcement be-

comes effective in April, 1953.

A report, published elsewhere, that

WB had made such a request to the

Department, called for no comment be-

yond the denial, the Justice official

said in Washington. In New York, a
WB spokesman said that no recent

conversations on amending the decree
have been held. However, it was
pointed out that WB has until April,

1953 to make such a move if it deems
it advisable.

'McCallV Has New
Coverage on Films
The March issue of McCaU's Maga-

zine, on newsstands tomorrow, will

introduce a new front-of-the-book fea-

ture, "McCall's Goes to the Movies"
which will be a regular monthly addi-
tion to previous screen coverage. The
section will consist of six columns, of

which four are devoted to "The Great-
est Show on Earth." M-G-M's "In-
vitation," Warner's "Room for One
More" and 20th Century - Fox's
"Phone Call from A Stranger" (based
on a McCall's story), share the other
two columns of space.

/. H. Corwin Services
On Coast Today
Los Angeles, Feb. 18.—Funeral

services will be held tomorrow, at

Temple Israel, Hollywood, for J. H.
Corwin, 69, veteran exhibitor, who
died unexpectedly yesterday.
The deceased, father of Sherrill

Corwin, and active in the latter's

Metropolitan Theatres circuit, is sur-
vived also by two grandchildren.

Jaffe Honored for
US Bonds Promotion
Leo Jaffe, Columbia Pictures' as-

sistant treasurer, has received a spe-

cial citation from the U. S. Treasury
Department for outstanding achieve-
ment in promoting employee purchase
of U. S. Defense Bonds through the
payroll savings plan.

The citation was presented to Jaffe
in Columbia's New York office by Sy
Gruber, deputy director of the savings
bond division in the New York area.

In making the presentation, Gruber
noted that Columbia has enrolled 343,

or better than 75 per cent of its New
York employes in the payroll savings
plan.

Option for Purchase
Of E-L Studios Ends
The six-month option which Bruce

Eels & Associates of Hollywood held
to purchase the Eagle Lion Studios on
the Coast expired yesterday without
being exercised, it was reported here
by William C. MacMillen, Jr., presi-

dent of Pathe Industries, which owns
the studios. The sale price indicated

in the option was $1,500,000.

Bruce Eels, head of the transcrip-

tion firm bearing his name, attempted
recently to promote a deal with Selz-
nick Releasing Organization for ac-
quisition of Selznick films for showing
on television. The deal did not ma-
terialize, however.

Name Wren Phila.
UPT Manager
Jay Wren, former publicity director

of the Paramount-Adams interests in

Newark and Paterson, N. J., has been
appointed city manager of the three
United Paramount Theatres in Phila-
delphia, Robert M. Weitman, UPT
vice-president, announced here yester-
day.

Wren will direct tlie activities of

the Tower, Nixon and Roosevelt thea-

tres, effective immediately.

Louisville Exhibitors
See 1952 Upswing

Louisville, Feb. 18.—An in-

formal survey among Louis-
ville exhibitors and those out
in the state indicates a gen-
eral optimistic feeling that
theatre business will return
to much higher grosses dur-
ing 1952. Business since the
first of the year seems to be
gradually climbing, and the
feeling here is that it should
steadily increase.

Waugh ElectedHead

Of Local 702

George Waugh has been elected

president of lATSE Laboratory Tech-
nicians Local No. 702 here in ballot-

ting that swept the entire administra-

tion slate into office. Waugh, who
defeated Charles Voepel, presidential

candidate of an independent faction,

succeeds John J. Francavilla whom
Richard F. Walsh, "lA" international

president, drafted for the newly-cre-
ated post of international representa-
tive of the lATSE's new radio-tele-

vision department.
Other officers elected were Paul

Press, secretary-treasurer, and Jack
Rayner, executive board member.
Waugh previously was secretary-
treasurer.

Some 65 per cent of the votes cast
in the contest for president were for
Waugh, it was reported.

Francavilla was among the 18 ad-
ministration candidates elected dele-
gates to the lATSE international
convention in Minneapolis on Aug. 4-8.

Release MOT One-Reeler
For the first time in 16 years, March

of Time will release its first one-
reel subject early next month, titled

"Baptism of Fire." Phil Williams,
March of Time theatrical sales mana-
ger, said bookings will be handled by
March of Time, with "physical dis-
tribution"

_
going through National

Film Service. It will have an open-
ing in Boston on Feb. 22.

NEW YORK THEATRES

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL
Rockefeller Center
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Review
"The Woman in Question"
{Rank-Columbia)

AS A MYSTERY THRILLER this British importation is mixture of

sharp characterization and imaginative plot development presented in a
modest production framework. It should prove highly satisfactory to the
selective film-goer particularly.

It is a known fact that one person can be seen in the eyes of different peo-
ple in conflicting outlines. This angle is worked out with entertaining clever-

ness in the film.

In the screenplay by John Cresswell, Jean Kent is found murdered. As the

detective in charge of the case Duncan Macrae interrogates several people
who were close to her and by flashback there come versions of Miss Kent
that are in utter contradiction. Each flashback constitutes a little subplot in

itself and director Anthony Asquith has kept the narrative development fluid.

Quite naturally, since Miss Kent is seen in various roles, she runs a full

gamut of emotions and she comes off quite well. Her performance is matched
by the completely credible and restrained role of Macrae. Slowly Macrae sifts

through the welter of evidence and possibilities until with almost an inevi-

tability he pins down the guilty strangler. His progression of movements,
like putting together a giant jigsaw puzzle, makes an interesting adventure
in melodrama. A. J. Arthur Rank presentation, it was produced by Teddy
Baird. Others in supporting roles are Dick Bogarde, Susan Shaw and John
McCallum.

Running time, 88 minutes. General audience classification. Release date not

set. Mandel Herbstman

National

Pre-Selling

AFAR - REACHING tieup has

been made between Paramount
and Retailing Daily, a trade news-
paper, in behalf of "The Greatest

Show on Earth." A 16-page brochure
in color, prepared by the newspaper,
will be sent to more than 10,000 home
furnishing manufacturers and adver-

tising agencies. It will feature stills

from the color in Technicolor circus

film, plus new ideas for home furnish-

ings inspired by the Cecil B. DeMille
picture.

The premiere in Sarasota, Florida,

winter quarters of the Barnum and
Bailey-Ringling Brothers Circus,

played to 7,452 more people than the

total population of the city.

Dorothy Lamour, a star of the De-
Mille film, making her first in-person

appearance in New York in more than
10 years, will open this week featured

in the Roxy Theatre stage show, just

a block away from "The Greatest

Show on Earth" at Radio City Music
Hall.

•

A tieup with Groucho Marx's ra-

dio and TV programs, "You Bet
Your Life," and 3,000 Plymouth-
DeSoto dealers has been made for
the comedian's latest film, RKO Ra-
dio's "A Girl in Every Port," in
which he co-stars with Marie Wil-
son and William Bendix. Mention
of the film will be made on every
show, and dealers will display post-
ers calling attention to the co-
starring vehicle, with Groucho leer-
ing appropriately at his feminine
lead.

•

Worthy of welcome by the film, in-

dustry is a special picture story in

the current "American Number" of
Vogue, entitled "13 of Hollywood's
Creative Brains," written by Allcne
Talmey and illustrating the honors de-
served by George Stevens, the direc-
tor of "A Place in the Sun," Loren
L. Ryder, head of Paramount's sound
department, George Antheil, composer
of the music for "The Sniper," Bar-
bara McLean, film editor of "All
About Eve," Alfred and Elmo Mi-
loite, photographers of "Beaver Val-
ley," Harold Stradling, photographer
of "Streetcar Named Desire" Alex-
North, composer of music for "Death
of A Salesman," and Stephen Busus-
tmv, Robert Cannon, Ray Sherman
and T. Hee, the four zuho made "Ger-
ald McBoing-Boing."

•

Collier's for Feb. 23 hails Mitzi
Gaynor as a "merry madcap" in a
feature article written by Ezra Good-
man, who is Time's new correspon-
dent in Hollywood. The Collier's ar-
ticle tells how the Chicago-born ballet

dancer broke into show business and
says the "I Don't Care Girl" of films
is well-nigh "irrepressible as the star
of the new George Jessel production.
The magazine carries a full-page, full-

color picture of the young artist.

•

"Steel Town," Universal-Interna-
tional's exciting melodrama with
color in Technicolor, which was
filmed against the background of
the Kaiser Steel Mills at Fontana,
Cal., will open at the Palms Theatre
in Detroit on March 13, launching
one of the most comprehensive na-
tional promotions between a large
industrial concern and a film com-
pany. Walter Brooks

To Present RC Plea
In Five Newsreels

Featuring a one and a half minute

Red Cross trailer stressing the theme
of neighbor helping neighbor, the five

major newsreels will present on Feb.

25 the 1952 Red Cross fund appeal

for $85,000,000 in the nation's theaters.

Through the cooperation of the

Council of Motion Picture Organiza-
tions, the campaign trailer was pro-

duced at 20th-century Fox studios in

New York and will be shown as a

public service in theaters. This year
the trailer is a capsule report of actual

Red Cross activities as portrayed by
a cast of Red Cross volunteers.

Arnall Is Confirmed;
Johnston Sworn in
Washington, Feb. 18.—Ellis Ar-

nall, president of the Society of Inde-

pendent Motion Picture Producers,

was confirmed by the Senate today as

the government's new Price Stabil-

izer. Confirmation was by a voice

vote, with no "noes" heard.

Earlier in the day, Motion Picture

Association of America, president Eric

A. Johnston was sworn in as chair-

man of the President's International

Development Advisory Board.

Edit U. K. Films
(Continued from page 1)

tional's release of the British Royal
Command Performance picture with
color in Technicolor, "Where No Vul-
tures Fly."

Truman plans to test here "His
Excellency," which he co-produced
with Robert Hamer, and "Secret Peo-
ple," which co-stars Valentina Cortesa
and Audrey Hepburn. This audience
reaction testing of British pictures has
been done in the past at the Sutton
and the Trans-Lux 60th St. theatres

in much the same manner as Holly-
wood productions are "sneak pre-

viewed" before final editing, according
to Truman.
Many of the Rank presentations are

being specially adapted for American
exhibition while they are in produc-
tion, Truman said, since certain ex-

pressions and various censorship ap-

proaches differ between the U. S. and
British markets.

NY Arts High School
Begins Film Studies
The opening session of a IS-week

course, "The Motion Picture, An Edu-
cational Potential in the School and
Community," will be held today in the
auditorium of the High School of Per-
forming Arts here. Dr. Franklin J.

Keller, principal of the school. Miss
Rita Hochheimer, assistant director in

charge of visual education, will serve
as co-ordinators.

Prof. Robert Gessner, chairman of
the Motion Picture Department of

New York University, will discuss

"The Motion Picture As the 20th Cen-
tury Art." Russell Downing, execu-
tive director of Radio City Music Hall
will represent the Organization of the
Motion Picture Industry under whose
auspices the lectures are being con-
ducted.

W. B. Quarter Net
(Continued from page 1)

is equivalent to 46 cents per share
on 5,619,785 shares of common stock
outstanding, the net for the corre-
sponding period last year being equi-
valent to 26 cents per share on 6,821,

600 shares.

Film rentals, theatre admissions,

sales, etc., after eliminating intercom-
pany transactions, for the three

months in 1951 amounted to $29,558,-

000, compared with $27,926,000 for

the corresponding period last year.

Based on the operations for De-
cember and January, it is estimated

that the net for the second quarter,

which ends March 1, 1952, will be
substantially less than the net profit

of $2,014,000 earned during the cor-

responding quarter last year.

As of last Dec. 1, the company had

total current and working assets of

some $68,056,315, against current lia-

bilities of $36,033,513. Cash on hand
totaled $25,086,502. Fixed assets were
valued at $84,733,846, and total as-

sets reached $164,339,708.

Change Hearing Date
Chicago, Feb. 18. — The Illinois

drive-in anti-trust suit scheduled for

hearing in Federal District Court here

on April 28 has been put over to

Sept. 29.

N.Y. Grosses
(Continued from page 1)

excellent $121,000 is seen for the sixth

week of "The Greatest Show on
Earth." While at the Paramount, which
headlines Gene Krupa on stage, a
healthy $63,000 is estimated for the

opening week of "A Girl in Every
Port."

The third and final inning of "Phone
Call From A Stranger" at the Roxy
is expected to hit a very satisfactory

$60,000. "Five Fingers" bows there

Friday with Dorothy Lamour heading
the stage bill.

Still doing excellent business is "Quo
Vadis" at the Astor with $24,000 seen
for the 15th stanza. At the Mayfair,
a good $33,000 is expected for the third

week of "Sailor Beware."
"African Queen" bows in at the

Capitol tomorrow, replacing "Lone
Star," which is forecast to do a rather

slow $22,000 for its third and final

week.
At the Warner, "Retreat Hell !" will

have its premiere there today, sup-
planting "The Big Trees" which did

only a fair $12,000 in its final second
week. "Death of A Salesman" at the

Victoria is expected to gross a nice

$12,000 for its ninth week, while a
fair $16,000 is estimated for the sec-

ond week of "When World's Collide"

at the Globe. "On Dangerous Grounds"
opened to a tepid $12,000 at the Cri-

terion.

Among the off-Broadway houses, a
fine $6,800 is seen for the 16th inn-

ing of "The Lavender Hill Hob" at

the Fine Arts Theatre. "Cry, the Be-
loved Country" at the Bijou is forecast

to do a nice $9,000 for its fourth week.
The 24th week of "The River" at the
Paris is expected to gross a healthy
$9,000.

At the 72nd Street Trans-Lux, the
first week of "Daughter of the Sands"
is estimated for a slow $1,800, but a
very good $8,500 is seen for the second
inning of "The Magic Garden" at the
60th Street Trans-Lux. "Lady Pos-
sessed" at the Trans-Lux 52nd Street
is forecast to rack up a nice $7,000
in its opening week.

Pull 'Red Skies' Loop Run

Chicago, Feb. 18.
—"Red Skies of

Montana," which was scheduled for a
first Chicago showing at the RKO
Palace will be released to outlying-

theatres without having had a first

Loop run as a result of the Palace's
dispute with the operator's union
which has kept the theatre dark.

SWG Will Present
Award to Buckner
Hollywood, Feb. 18.—Screen Writ-

ers Guild will present its coveted Rob-
ert Meltzer Award, for the film most
ably depicting the American scene, to

Robert Buckner for his "Bright Vic-
tory," at the Guild's annual awards
banquet next Monday night at the
Hollywood Palladium. Other awards
are

:

Albert Hackett and Frances Good-
rich for the best American comedy,
"Father's Little Dividend."
Alan Jay Lerner for the best

American musical, "An American in

Paris."

Harry Brown and Michael Wilson
for the best American drama, "A
Place in the Sun."
Samuel Fuller for the best story

and screenplay produced for less than
$400,000, "Steel Helmet."
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'Red' Charges
(Continued from page 1)

liered to unswervingly. Alanj- have

been discharged. The poHcy has re-

suhed in our members being sued in

courts tor large sums and suits are

still in progress. This has not deter-

red us and it will not.

"Rv failing to mention these positive

and determined steps the Committee
has done a tremendous disservice to a

fine and patriotic industry and to the

fine and patriotic men and women who
make pictures in Hollywood."

Of the second point Johnston said

:

"Nowhere in the report is there a

shred of evidence that Communists
ever succeeded in influencing the con-

tent of a single motion picture made
by any of our members.
"We have made repeated efforts to

liave the Committee name any picture

that contained subversive propaganda.

We have ofi^ered to show the Commit-
tee any film it wanted to see. The
Committee in 1947 reported not a sin-

gle picture of ours that contained

Communist propaganda. It has re-

ported none since. As there is no un-

Americanism in our pictures the Com-
mittee should do the fair and honor-

able thing and stop this accusation.

".\s a matter of fact, the Commun-
ists abroad hate our pictures because

they reflect the ideals of our free so-

ciety. Wherever our pictures go in

foreign lands they are powerful

weapons for democracy. Our industry

stands on that record."

Name Durstine Agency
Roy S. Durstine, Inc. has been ap-

pointed advertising agency for Pathe
Laboratories, Inc., according to James
Wolcott, sales vice-president.

TheHouseGroup's

Industry Criticism

THE criticism of the industry by

the House Un-American Activ-

ities Committee for alleged failure

to act promptly and effectively

against Communists on Hollywood
payrolls after the committee's 1947

hearings is unfounded, unfair, a de-

lusion to the public and an injury

to the industry.

The criticism, made in the com-

mittee's report for 1951, com-

pletely ignores the policy of refus-

ing employment to known Com-
munists which was adopted by

major companies and which was
enforced against the so-called "Un-
friendly 10" in 1947.

It wholly ignores the fact that

some companies even now are de-

fending themselves in court against

actions for millions of dollars in

damages claimed by some members
of that group as a result of the en-

forcement of that policy.

It completely ignores the fact

that in pursuing that policy against

known Communists the individual

companies were in line with the

policy belatedly adopted by the

Federal government with respect to

employment of Communists.
It ignores, too, the absence of

evidence in the committee's own
records of any success achieved by

Communists in influencing the con-

tent of films.

Whatever the reason for the

committee's unjust criticism of the

industry's action against known
Communists in its ranks, that criti-

cism urgently needs to be chal-

lenged forthwith, and the record

set straight.

With the Council of Motion Pic-

ture Organizations scheduled to

meet here this week, a first order

of business for it could well be a

firm protest and forthright rejec-

tion of the committee's criticism,

together with a public statement re-

futing its baseless contentions.

Sherwin Kane

'51 Reel Coverage
(Continued from page I

)

alysis of the contents of the 520 news-
reel issues released to theatres by

2()th-Fox Movietone News, M-G-M's
News of .tlie Day, Paramount News,
Universal Newsreel and Warner
Pathe News, shows that 46 per cent

of the 3,620 newsreel topics dealt with

some phase of foreign activities.

Korea Got Most Attention

In extent of coverage abroad, Ko-
rea got most attention with 375 se-

quences. Second as a topical source

was Great Britain with 303 sequences.

Domestically, the reels continued to

cover practically every newsworthy
facet of life and activity—the govern-
ment, national defense, United Na-
tions, aviation, disasters, fashions,

sports, education, religion, labor, sci-

ence, industry and the weather.

The analysis is part of a continuing

study made under the direction of

MPAA's Newsreel Committee of

which Walton C. Amend, vice-presi-

dent of Warner Pathe, is chairman

House Unifs Record
Belies Its Report
Washington, Feb. 18.—The

following statement was
made by Chairman John S.

Wood of the House Commit-
tee on Un-American Activi-

ties at its hearings on May
17, 1951:

"I have gone to some con-

siderable pains personally to

advise myself as to the atti-

tude of responsible producers,

and I know they are spending
literally thousands of dollars

undertaking to screen the
backgrounds of all persons
now employed in essential po-

sitions in the industry, and
they are exercising a great
deal of diligence in that re-

spect. I think it is only fair

that that be placed in the
record."

RKO, 20th-Fox Seek
(Continued from page 1)

ton was criticising the industry for

failure to act promptly on its 1947

disclosures against alleged Communists
in the studios, a jury of six men and

six women here was bringing in a ver-

dict against RKO and 20th-Fox in

favor of Scott and Lardner, based on

the ground that their refusal to answer
the Un-American Activities Commit-
tee's questions did not violate the

"morals clause" in their contracts.

The verdict followed two weeks of

testimony in Federal Judge Ben Har-
rison's court here during which Eric

Johnston, Motion Picture Association

of America president, and other indus-

try leaders testified for the defendant

companies. Following the verdict late

Friday night, Judge Harrison reserved

the right to fix the amounts due Scott

and Lardner.

Asks Date Set

Defense counsel today asked the

court to set a date for a hearing on
the amounts, which will represent the

difiference between the amounts sued
for and the amounts earned by the

plaintififs from any source during the

unexecuted periods of their contracts.

When a hearing has been held, the

amounts determined and a judgment
entered, counsel for the companies will

move for a new trial.

Unless reversed in a new trial or on
appeal, the decision in favor of Scott

and Lardner will have a bearing on
two other suits brought against major
companies by Hollywood's so-called

"Unfriendly 10" as an aftermath to

their discharge. Pending in Federal
Court is a suit for triple damages
amounting to about $56,000,000 en-

titled Malt:: et all vs. Loew's et al,

charging that the dismissal of the
plaintiffs constituted interference with
interstate commerce and violation of

the Federal anti-trust laws.

Loew's, Columbia, Warner and Uni-
versal recently were removed as de-
fendants in this case after they made
private cash settlements with the

plaintiffs. RKO, 20th-Fox, Para-
mount, Republic, Hal Roach and Wal-
ter Wanger are the remaining defend-
ants. Edward Dmytryk recently with-
drew as a plaintiff.

Still pending in Superior Court is

a nearly parallel suit also seeking
multi-million dollar damages and
charging conspiracy to prevent the
plaintiffs from obtaining employment
in their professions.

Rivkin Hits House
Group's Charge;

Calls It 'Ironical'

Hollywood, Feb. 18.—Allen Riv-
kin, president of the Motion Picture

Industry Council, issued the following
statement in reply to the House Un-
American Activities Committee asser-

tion that the industry failed to act

to check Communism in the industry

after the committee's 1947 hearings

:

"On virtually the very day that a

Federal jury in Los Angeles renders

a verdict that a motion picture pro-

ducer cannot fire an employee for un-
,
opular political activity, the House
Committee issues a statement con-
demning employers for not discharg-

.ng Communists. The gentlemen of

the House Committee should meet the

gentlemen of the jury.

"This is doubly ironical in view of

the fact that the Hollywood producers
appear to be the only management
group in America that risked legal

consequences as far back as 1947 by
discharging men regarded by the

House Committee as Communists."
Rivkin was referring to a verdict

given by a Federal jury last night in

favor of two of Hollywood's "Un-
friendly 10," Ring Lardner, Jr. and
Adrian Scott, against two major film

studios which cancelled their contracts

after their appearance in 1947 before

the House Committee. Both men had
been cited for contempt of Congress
and sentenced to a year in jail.

MPIC will study the House com-
mittee's complete report at its regular
monthly meeting Wednesday night

and decide what further action may
be taken to place the full facts con-
cerning the industry's anti-Communist
activities before the public.

"Speaking for myself," Rivkin said,

"it seems clear that the Committee's
report mistakenly has omitted any
recognition whatsoever of the highly-

successful steps taken by Hollywood
guilds, unions and management groups
since 1946 which brought defeat and
failure to the Communist plot against

the motion picture industry."
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National Sales

Set for UA TV
During the next two months, United

Artists Television will complete plans

for sales representation through com-
pany-controlled .employes in every key
television market in the country, it

was disclosed here yesterday by John
H. Mitchell, director of UA-TV who
has left on a cross-country tour of

television markets. By March 1,

Mitchell added, the company will have
sales representatives, on a city-by-

city basis, in 30 top television mar-
kets. Each representative will cover
a single market only, thereby provid-
ing TV film producers releasing

through UA-TV with a sales con-
centration. The overall expansion,
Mitchell said, will necessitate a reor-
ganiation of the company's sales op-
erations. The program also calls for
the addition of a few program series

for release through the company. To-
ward this end, Mitchell will arrive
in Hollywood about March 10 to
conclude producer-distributor agree-
ments with television producers for
the release of new TV film proper-
ties.

TV for Three Years
(Continued from page 1)

Pictures general counsel, will take the
stand. Keough will doubtless be sub-
jected to prolonged questioning on the
company's trade practices and theatre
acquisitions and sales, since almost all

previous Paramount witnesses have
referred most of these questions to
Keough.

In his testimony today. Freeman
said he had no idea of the difference
in technique between making pictures
for theatres and making them for tele-

vision, since he is "only concerned
with making pictures—no matter for
what."
Paramount is endeavoring to "bring

up its new stars with a sense of re-
sponsibility to the industry," he de-
clared at another point, adding that
the company is trying to teach them
that their conduct reflects not only
on themselves but on the industry.

Eckman on TV
( Continued from page 1

)

year will reach six or seven films
compared to two last year, Eckman
disclosed.

U. K. business for M-G-M is up,
he asserted, and pointed out that
"Quo Vadis" in openings in London
did better than "Gone with the Wind."
While here Eckman will confer

with Eric Johnston, president of the
Motion Picture Association of Amer-
ica, on conditions in England.

Tennessee Houses Burn
Na.shville, Feb. 18.—A 19-year-old

youth has confessed to three fires in

the past three weeks in which two of
three theatres in Harriman, Tenn.,
were destroyed.

I^HSPECIAL
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COMPO Sets An Agenda
(Continued from page 1)

PO board and executive committee
also will feature discussion of the

"Movietime" star tours, "Movietime"
advertising, speakers bureau, informa-

tion library, exposition proposals,

round-table plans, the puzzle contest

idea, cooperation with the U. S. Gov-
ernment in civil defense, cooperation

with the drive to recruit women for

the Armed Forces and the industry's

brief for an "essential" rating by the

government.

Topics on the program for Thurs-
day's meeting are : admission taxes,

industry survey and research program,
industry short subjects, financing of

COMPO (dues - raising methods),
election of officers, election of execu-

tive committee, admission to COMPO
membership of the Theatre Equipment
Supply Manufacturers and Theatre
Equipment Dealers associations, a
"Health Week" plan and discussion of

films for television. The last item,

COMPO reported, was "suggested by

a New England exhibitor."

Each day's sessions will begin at

10 A.M.

Mayer Champions Industry in
Editorial in Hartford Paper

Publication by The Hartford Times
of a guest editorial written by Arthur
L. Mayer, executive vice president of

the Council of Motion Picture Organ-
izations, is one of the results of the

recent conference held in Hartford by
representatives of the motion picture

industry and executives of the Times.
The editorial written at the invita-

tion of Francis S. Murphy, editor and
publisher of the Times, was published
under a two-column headline as a fea-

ture of an editorial page. A two-
column box on the paper's first page
with a photograph of Mayer called

attention to the editorial which pointed

out that behind every film theatre is

"the greatest aggregation of talent the

world has ever seen."

No Theatre TV of

Music Hall Show

Reports that deals have been set by
Theatre Network Television for the

telecasting of the Radio City Music
Hall Easter show and the "Carmen"
performance of the Metropolitan Opera
Co. were denied here yesterday.

The denial of the "Carmen" show
came from a spokesman for the Metro-
politan Opera Co., who said that there
have been negotiations but no final

deal. This was underscored by a
spokesman for the American Federa-
tion of Musicians, which would have
to clear such a performance. He, too,

said that the AFM had been ap-
proached and that it had the possible
theatre telecast under advisement, but
no AFM approval had been given to

the project as yet.

Russell V. Downing, executive vice-
president of the Hall, said the Easter
show would not be offered for theatre
telecasting.

TNT, asked to comment on reports
that it is offering eight attractions, in-
cluding those above, a Broadway show
and Garden sports events, would only
say that it has several programs under
active consideration. There is nothing
definite and final on some programs,
TNT added, and in some instances
union clearance and theatre distribu-
tion are needed.
TNT, asked to comment on the re-

port it had booked the Broadway show
"Two on the Aisle," would not go be-
yond its prepared statement. The pro-
ducer of the show could not be reached
for comment.
As announced here previously, TNT

has secured theatre television riglits to
Garden events, among them the Na-
tional Invitation Tournament basket-
ball finals, and has been negotiating
for the Robinson-Olsen bout on the
Coast.

Variety Luncheon
(Continued from page 1)

incoming chief barker William I. Ger-
man and retiring chief barker Fred J.
.Schwartz.

Marc Wolf, Variety International
chief barker, will officiate at the induc-
tion of Germari.

Pitts to Tax Cut Signing
Dick Pitts, assistant to Gael Sulli-

van, executive director of the Theatre
Owners of America, left here yes-

terday by plane for Jackson, Miss.,

where he will represent the national

organization at ceremonies to be held

today at the capitol when the gov-
ernor signs the bill cutting the state's

amusement tax from 10 to two per
cent. T. E. Wiliams, head of the Mis-
sissippi unit of the TOA, will repre-

sent that group, which instituted the

drive against the tax.

TV Hearings
(Continued from page 1)

TV channel allocations. It is believed

that the Commission must get this out

of the way before it can turn to the

theatre TV hearings.

In Fort Wayne

Speaking in Fort Wayne today,

FCC chairman Wayne Coy said it

now looked like the "middle of March"
before the allocation order is issued,

and some observers think it will be

closer to the end of next month. That
means the theatre TV hearings cannot
start until the end of March or early

April.

Coy's Speech

In his speech. Coy also said that

assuming the freeze is lifted in mid-
March, it is unlikely there will be
more than 10 to 20 new TV stations

on the air this year. He pointed out
that after lifting the freeze, the Com-
mission would have to wait two to

three months for new applications to

come in before it could start process-

ing requests for licenses. In most
Metropolitan areas, he continued, there

will be more applications than fre-

quencies available, necessitating lengthy

hearings in each case. Finally, after

the Commission makes a grant, the

licensee has two more months to start

construction and another six months
to finish and get on the air.

Meanwhile, American Broadcasting
Co. and National Broadcasting Co.

notified the FCC of their intention to

take part in the theatre television

hearings.

was a great

picture of

young love.

Now the same

producer-director

has made a

great picture of

adult love

A Paramount Picture
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Plan Quantity

Production

Of Eidophor
Sponable Confers with

GE and Swiss Engineers

Plans for quantity production of

20th Century-Fox's CBS color the-

atre television Eidophor system are

now underway both here and in Zu-
rich, Switzer-

land, Earl Spo-

nable has dis-

closed follow-

ing his recent

return from Zu-
rich.

Sponable,
who is research

director of

20th-Fox, said

that mass-pro-
duction plans
for Eidophor
are in the blue-

print stage,
with engineers

in Switzerland
and the United States now working

(Continued on page 7)

Earl Sponable

Warner Directors

Are Re-elected

At the annual meeting of the stock-

holders of Warner Brothers Pictures,

Inc., held in Wilmington yesterday,

stockholders reelected the following
directors for a period of two years

:

John E. Bierwirth, Waddill Catch-
ings, Robert W. Perkins, Albert War-
ner, Harry M. Warner and Jack L.

Warner.

The stockholders also authorized the

cancellation of 1,152,215 shares of

(Continued on page 5)

Theatre Taxes Hit

By Miss. Governor

Jackson, Miss., Feb. 19.—Gov.
Hugh L. White of Mississippi today
declared that "it is economically bad
to add unfairly'' to the tax burden
of the motion picture industry which
"already (is) groaning under the

weight of general Federal and State
personal and corporate tax legislation

and the Federal tax on admissions of

20 per cent."

The governor issued this statement
on the occasion of his signing of the

(Continued on page 4)

SeeMoreThan 100%

Rise in UA Income

In S. America
A forecast that United Artists rev-

enue from the South American and

Latin American markets will more
than double that of last year was

made here yes-

terday by Ar-
nold Picker,
vice-president in

charge of UA's
foreign distrib-

ution.

Picker, who
recently
returned from a

four-week tour

of the South
American Con-
tinent, based his

prediction
on what he de-

scribed as the

thriving vital-

ity of the market, with economies
(Continued on page 4)

Arnold Picker

Brotherhood Awards
To Fabian, Walsh
Simon H. Fabian, head of Fabian

Theatres
; Richard E. Walsh, president

of the lATSE and actress Celeste
Holm will receive the annual "Broth-
erhood Awards" of the National Con-
ference of Christians and Jews at a
dinner at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria

(Continued on page 5)

FPC Business Good,
Pays Extra Dividend

Toronto, Feb. 19.— Famous
Players Canadian Corp. has
declared a 30-cent quarterly
dividend payable March 22 to
shareholders of record on
March 2 plus a 20-cent per
share extra dividend result-
ing from a good year in 1951.

A. L. Mayer Declines

New COMPO Term

Arthur L. Mayer, executive vice-

president of COMPO since its found-
ing in 1949, said yesterday he would
decline to serve another term, hav-
ing definitely
decided to re-

linquish the
post.

Ned E. De-
pinet, COA'IPO
president and
president
of RKO Pic-

tures, although
desirous of re-

linquishing the

COMPO post,

has indicated he
will consent to

serve again if A.L.Mayer
no nominee ac-

ceptable to all

segments of COMPO can be agreed
(Continued on page 4)

N.Y. Variety Club Selects

PAL as Its Main Charity
The Police Athletic League of New York City has been selected as

the principal charity of the Variety Club of New York, Tent No. 35, it

was revealed here yesterday at the tent's annual induction luncheon at

the Hotel Astor. The luncheon featured the induction into office of
William J. Ger-
man as the
tent's chief
barker, and
served as a
farewell tribute

to Fred J.

Schwartz whom
German suc-

ceeded.

Mayor Vin-
cent R. Impel-

litteri and Po-
lice Commis-
sioner George
P. Monaghan
accepted
the tent's sup-

port of PAL in addresses that

phasized their ai)i)reciation of tht

dustry's "civic consciousness."

William Gei'nian

em-
in-

The

Mayor assured the hundreds who
were present at the luncheon that the
tent "has the undying gratitude of
the people of the City of New York,"
for the contributions it has promised
to make to PAL, which dedicates it-

self to improving the lot of tlie city's

underprivileged children.

The disclosure that PAL was
selected as the charity on which the

New York Variety Club will con-
centrate was made by Harry Brandt,
who was one of several speakers in-

troduced at the luncheon by toast-

niaster S. H. Fabian.

Fabian reported that Schwartz
left the office of chief barker with
the tent free of debt for the first time

(Continued on page 4)

COMPO Reply

To House Unit

Put on Agenda
Made First Order of
Business for Meeting

The previously prepared agenda
for the Council of Motion Picture
Organizations' meetings starting

here today was revised yesterday
by Arthur L. Mayer, executive vice-

president of COMPO, to include as
a first order of business consideration
of an all-industry reply to the annual
report of the House Committee on
Un-American Activities, which criti-

cized the industry for alleged dilatory
action in eliminating Communists
from the industry following the com-
mittee's 1947 hearings.

The action was taken in response
to industry-wide resentment of the
committee's criticism, regarded in the
industry as unfair and unfounded. It

is also felt throughout the industry
and within COAIPO that the injury
done the industry by the report should
be answered and countered by the all-

industry organization, rather than by
(Continued on page 4)

ProposeWide Use of

NY Teaching Project

A proposal that the New York
Board of Education's course on mo-
tion pictures, aimed at acquainting
teachers and pupils with all phases of
the industry, be duplicated on a re-

gional basis throughout the counti'y

has been made by the Organization vf

the Motion Picture Industry of the
City of New York.
The New York exhibitor group has

forwarded the suggestion to the Coun-
(Continued on page 5)

DuMont Move for

Severance Is Hit

Washington, Feb. 19.—The Fed-
eral Communications Commission's
broadcast bureau today opposed a mo-
tion by Allen B. Du Mont Labora-
tories for severance from the "catch-
all" Paramount hearings.

United Paramount Theatres and
Balaban and Katz, however, filed in

support of the Du Mont motion.
The question of whether Paramount

Pictures controls Du Mont and the

status of Du Mont T\' station Hcense
(Continued on page 6)
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Personal
Mention
PHIL REISMAN, RKO Radio

vice-president in charge of foreign

distribution, has returned here from
a tour of tile company's Latin Amer-
ican offices.

AL L. Simons, home office assist-

ant to H. M. RiCHEY, exhibitor rela-

tions head for AI-G-M, will be in

Wausau, Wise. Monday for talks in

the morning before a joint meeting
of the Rotary-Kiwanis and in the af-

ternoon before the Wausau Women's
Club Better Films group.

•

John Burrows, president of the

Monogram Studio Club and employed
in the studio's production department
in Hollywood, is due to be released

from Cedars of Lebanon Hospital
there within 10 days.

•

Harold Wirthwein, Monogram-
Allied Artists Western sales manager,
has returned to Hollywood from
Kansas City and St. Louis.

•

Lou FoRMATo, M-G-M Philadel-

phia branch manager, and Benn H.
RosENWALD, Boston manager, were
home office visitors yesterday.

•

H. AL RicHEY, M-G-M exhibitor
relations head, is scheduled to arrive
at Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., from here for
a vacation next Wednesday.

•

^L^RVIN H. ScHENCK, Loew's vice-

president, has arrived in Hot Springs,
Ark., for a vacation, and is due back
at Culver City on March 11.

•

Charles Boasberg, RKO Radio's
North-South division sales manager,
left here for Toronto last night.

•

Howard E. Kohn H, ad-publicity
head of Pictura Films Corp., has re-
turned here from the Coast.

•

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. will leave
here today by plane for Houston.

•

Jack Schlaifek, vice-president and
general sales manager of Realart and
Jack Broder Productions has left here
for Chicago.

•

Arthur E. Elliott, RKO Radio's
branch manager in Calgary, Canada,
and Mrs. Elliott announce the birth
of a son, Arthur Kirk, their first

child.

Tom RofjERS, M-G-M radio contact,
has returned here from Jamaica,
B. W. \.

Maurice (Bucky) Harris, Uni-
versal home office exploitation repre-
sentative, has returned here from St.
I^juis.

Daviw Cantor, RKO field man,
in Atlanta from New York.

The copper shortage is critical. SAVEYOUR COPPER DRIPPINGS.

Retnew
over "With A Song

"With A Song in My Heart"
(ZOth Century-Fox)

THE AlARK of solid commercialism is stamped a
in My Heart." It is the story of the life of Jane Froman, and as such

the theme naturally becomes a heartwarming one of triumph over defeat and
despair. Lamar Trotti who produced from his own screenplay has been notably
generous in production values, including color by Technicolor.

Susan Hayward does an excellent portrayal as Miss Froman. There are
dozens of popular song hits in the picture with the voice of Miss Froman
dubbed in for them. Miss Hayward has captured with mastery the profes-

sional mannerisms and gestures of Miss Froman. It frequently brings to

mind Larry Park's celebrated Al Jolson.

The flashback technique is used to relate the story which begins with Miss
Froman meeting entertainer David Wayne at a radio audition. He is rejected

but she is accepted, and gets her first break singing a toasted peanuts com-
mercial. This develops into the pattern of their lives—she always making a
hit professionally and he flopping. Wayne, playing Don Ross, marries Miss
Froman and at first seems content to remain in the shadows as husband-
manager.

In time Miss Froman reaches the pinnacle in the entertainment world and
when war breaks out she is delighted to be the first entertainer to accept a

USO invitation to entertain troops abroad. The dreadful Lisbon Clipper
crash is now a matter of history. Told she may never walk again. Miss
Froman goes through a long ordeal of operations and success finally crowns
her faith and heroism.

In the meantime a new romance enters her life in the form of Rory Calhoun,
a co-pilot also injured in the crash. Quite a problem of conscience is faced
by Miss Froman in the light of her dying love for Wayne and new attraction

for Calhoun. It is all cleared up successfully, however, when Wayne nobly
steps out of the picture.

Miss Froman's return overseas to finish the interrupted job of entertaining

wounded troops will win the heart of audiences everywhere. The picture is

one of universal appeal and is destined to do top business at the boxoffice.

Performances are splendid all around, with Thelma Ritter, as a nurse-com-
panion to Miss Hayward contributing superb support.

Countless songs run through the picture winding up in a smash finale that

will stir the hearts of all. In this 11 -song medley are "America, the Beauti-
ful," "California Here I Come," "Maine Stein Song," "Back Home in In-

diana," "Dixie," "Chicago," "Deep in the Heart of Texas," "Alabamy Bound,"
"Yankee Doodle Dandy," "Give My Regards to Broadway," and "Carry Me
Back to Old Virginny."
Walter Lang directed with customary know-how. The film runs 117 min-

utes and is packed with entertainment values all the way.
Running time, 117 minutes. General audience classification. For Apri

release. Mandel Herbstman

Anderson to 'Suh'

For Hall Walsh
Arthur Anderson, Warner Brothers'

branch manager in Minneapolis, has

been appointed acting district manager
for the company's Prairie district dur-

ing the absence of Hall Walsh due to

illness. Anderson will have headquar-
ters in Minneapolis.
M. B. Adcock, local sales manager

for Warner in Minneapolis, has been
appointed branch manager in that ter-

ritory.

Sullivan at Board Meet
A luncheon-meeting of the New

York Film Board of Trade to be held

here today will hear Gael Sullivan,

executive director of the Theatre
Owners of America, discuss plans for

an industry scientific research institute

and also the forthcoming theatre TV
hearings before the Federal Commu-
nications Commission in Washington.

Palace Books Kaly
Chandra Kaly and his dancers have

been added to the new RKO Palace
two-a-day show opening Feb. 26 for

a limited two-week engagement. Other
acts already signed include Lauritz
Melchior, Ben Blue, Jean Carroll and
Les Compagiions de la Chanson, and
others.

Winikus to Promote
'Glove' Over Mutual

Francis M. Winikus, United Artists
national director of advertising-pub-
licity, will highlight a closed-circuit
broadcast over the 450-station Mutual
network tomorrow, speaking directly

to Mutual executives from Coast-to-
Coast in connection with the month-
long, national promotion of "The
Green Glove," which is the network's
selection as "Movie Mystery of the
Month."

Exhibitors Talk Merger
San Francisco, Feb. 19.—Commit-

tees representing the membership' of
the California Theatres Association
and the Independent Theatre Own-
ers of Northern California are said
to be engaged in a series of confer-
ences looking to a merger of the two
organizations. Rotus Harvey is presi-
dent of the ITO, L. S. Hamm heads
the CTA.

NCA Board Meets
Minneapolis, Feb. 19,—Board mem-

bers of North Central Allied attended
a special meeting here to discuss the
Minneapolis Allied unit's plans for its

1952 convention. Tentative dates for
the meeting are May 1-2 at the Nicol-
let Hotel.

Newsreel

Parade
HE funeral of King George and

-* fighting in Korea are current
netwreel highlights. Other items in-

clude the Winter Olympics and base-
ball. Complete contents joUoiv:

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 16— King
George laid to rest in Windsor Castle.
Willie Sutton captured. Winter Olympics.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 250—King
George laid to rest. Fighting in Korea.
Willie Sutton captured. Beach fashions.
Winter Olympics.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. S3^Arrest of
Willie Sutton. Winter Olympics. Funeral of
King George.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 8A—Rites for
King George. Big League ball players in
gold contest.

UNIVERSAL
Olympics.

NEWS, No. JSO-Winter

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 55—Fun-
eral of King George. Winter Olympics.

Rosenberg to Head
Penn Para. Circuit

Ben Rosenberg, in charge of New
England Theatres, operating in New
Haven, Hartford and other Connecti-
cut cities, will replace Louis Finske
as head of Penn Paramount Corp., it

was disclosed here yesterday. Both
are affiliates of United Paramount
Theatres.

Finske will join another UPT affili-

ate, Florida State Theatres, with
headquarters in Jacksonville, as vice-
president. Finske will remain for a
while in Wilkes-Barre, headquarters
of the Penn Paramount Corp., to brief

Rosenberg on operations of the circuit.

He is expected to leave for Florida in

a few weeks.
Harry Botwick, former city man-

ager of the three UPT theatres in

Philadelphia, who has been appointed
tO' Florida State Theatres as director
of candy and vending machine mer-
chandising, was replaced in Phila-
delphia by Jay Wren.

De Costerd Quits for
His Own Business
Gabriel C. DeCosterd, real estate

manager for Skouras Theatres here,

has resigned as of March 1 to open
his own real estate office in New York,
as well as a branch in Nassau County.
DeCosterd has been with the Skouras
interests for over 21 years

;
previously

he handled real estate for Fox The-
atres in Detroit.

DeCosterd's duties will be handled
by Lou Weber, general counsel for
the circuit.

'StrombolV at Museum
"Stromboli," in an extended 11,000-

foot treatment was screened at the
Museum of Modern Art here yester-
day for trustees of the museum and
a special group of members interested
in foreign films. The theatre version
of "Stromboli" ran about 8,100 feet.

The showing was prepared by Richard
Griffith, curator of the museum's film

department. The print has subtitles in

PVench and was made available to the
museum by RKO Radio.
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"A woman like you

isn't going to kiss

more than one man
like this."

FACTS ABOUT
M-G-M's GOLDMINE
"LONE STAR

!

It is called by critics another *'Honky Tonk," the kind of

''treat 'em rough" love drama that the Gable fans adore him
in! It is doing smash business from Coast to Coast.

PHILADELPHIA— Biggest M-G-M five-day gross since

July 1949.

LITTLE ROCK—Best first two days since November 1949.

FORT WORTH—M-G-M's top five-day gross in three years.

CORPUS CHRISTI—First week tops all M-G-M pictures

since May 1947.

DALLAS—Running ahead of everything except ''Show

Boat" in past two years.

SAN ANTONIO—Second highest six-day gross since

June 1949.

AUSTIN—Second highest six-day gross since June 1949.

And imagine thi$! In Knoxville, Peoria, Los Angeles, it's

only a few dollars less than famed "Show Boat".

Hitch Your Box-office to a "LONE STAR "!

mm BONDi

imm mmmm immm

UiiSU

Clark fights the

battle of Texas!

Ava fights the

battle of the sexes!

IT'S BOX-OFFICE COMBUSTION!
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Mayer Declines
(Continued from page 1)

upDii. Mayer said that while he would

like to reHnquisli his duties at once,

if the COMPO membership cannot

agree on his successor he would re-

main a very limited time until a

successor is chosen. The maximum
period he would remain in the post

would he a matter of weeks, he indi-

cated.

Alicoate Chairman

The COMPO nominating commit-
tee, of w^hich Jack Alicoate is chair-

man, met yesterday to draw up a

slate of nominees to submit to the

membership meeting which opens here

today. Alayer was called into the

committees' meeting and urged to re-

main in the post but reportedly con-

tinued adamant in his decision to with-

draw.
In consequence, it was reported, the

nominating committee was unable to

round out a complete slate and pre-

sumably will meet again to canvass
other candidates for the post being re-

linquished by Mayer.

Urge New Plan

In some COMPO quarters yester-

day, however, it was being urged
that the authority to designate an ex-

ecutive vice-president should be dele-

gated to the president, subject to the

approval of COMPO's membership.
Under that nlan, Depinet, who is ex-
pected to be reelected, would choose
his own administrative aide and sub-

mit the name to the COMPO mem-
bership for approval.

It is expected that Robert W.
Coyne, COMPO special counsel, and
Charles McCarthy, public relations

director, will continue in their posts.

Make another
killing with that

'Mob" man-
Broderick
Crawford!

Variety Club Induction

Quigley Publications Photo

New York's Mayor Vincent Impellitteri addressing members of

the New York Variety Club at the induction luncheon for new offi-

cers in the Hotel Astor here yesterday. At the Mayor's left, seated,

is William German, new chief barker of the local Tent. At the right.

Police Commissioner George P. Monoghan; Fred Schwartz, retiring

chief barker, and Adolph Zukor, Paramount Pictures board chairman.

K Y. Tent Selects PAL
{Continued from page 1)

in the three years of its existence.

The retiring chief barker was pre-

sented with a silver bowl inscribed

with a message of appreciation from
the tent. German, in his acceptance

address, following his induction by
Marc Wolf, International chief bark-

er of the Variety Clubs, pledged
efforts that would make the new
administration compare favorably

with the outgoing one.

Inducted with German
Inducted with German were Ira

Meinliardt, first assistant chief bark-

er ; Saul Trauner, dough guy, and
Edward Lachman, property master.

The luncheon was opened with the

signing of the "Star Spangled Ban-
ner" by Monica Lane and an invo-

cation by Msgr. Joseph A. McCaf-
frey. Seated at the dais, in addition

to those already mentioned, were

:

Leslie Schwartz, Emanuel Frisch,

David VVeinstock, H. V. (Rotus)
Harvey, Benjamin Fielding, Walter
Reade, Jr., Arthur L. Mayer, George
Dembow, Charles E. Lewis, Sol
Schwartz, Robert M. Mochrie, Wil-
bur Snaper, Al Daff, AI Lichtman,
Charles C. Moskowitz, Edward P.

Curtis, Richard F. Walsh, Adolph
Zukor, Ned E. Depinet, George P.
Skouras, Deputy Police Commission-
er James B. Nolan, Charles M. Rea-
gan, Robert M. Christenberry, Al
Schwalberg, John J. O'Connor, Jack
Mara, Russell V. Downing, Robert
M. Weitman, Edward Rugofif, True-
man T. Rembusch, William A. White,
Gael Sullivan, David Katz, Martin
Lev,'ine, Sol Strau|sberg, Maury
Goldstein, and Jack Alicoate.

UA Foreign Income
(Continued from page 1)

booming in many countries and
many new theatres being built.

Commenting on the various coun-

tries which he visited with Sam
Becker, UA Latin American super-

visor. Picker welcomed the changed
situation in Brazil. Effective Feb. 1,

Picker continued, the admission price

ceiling there was increased 35 per

cent with the exception of the city

of San Paulo, where prices already
have been hiked.

Regarding UA's sales convention

in Brazil, the first which the com-
l)any has ever held in that country,

Picker said the line-up of UA prod-
uct won an enthusiastic reception.

In Bolivia, Picker disclosed that

UA is now in the process of closing

a deal with circuit owner Calero Paz,

U-A-'s first such deal in that country

in four years. While in Chile, Pick-

er paid a courtesy call on (jabriel Gon-
zales Videla, Chilean President, to

thank him for maintaininj^ a free

market for American films. In ref-

erence to Chile, Picker also said UA
is now closing a deal with one of that

country's large circuits.

Theatre Taxes Hit
(Continued from page 1)

state's theatre tax reduction bill. The
bill's signing climaxed a concentrated
anti-tax campaign carried on by the
Mississippi Theatre Owners with the
cooperation of TOA.

Effective July 1, the measure calls

for a two per cent tax on each gross
revenue dollar for individual theatres
and small circuits up to 10 theatres,

and an additional three per cent, or
a total of five per cent, for circuits

of more than 10 houses. The law it

will replace and which has been in

existence since 1932, levied a tax of
from 10 to 13 per cent.

Gov. White said Mississippi by vir-

tue of the new bill "recognizes the

fact that the theatre has long since

ceased to be solely a place of enter-

tainment. It has become a community
institution of first rank . . . and it

should not be unduly taxed."

Film theatres, White said, "seek

no government subsidy or price sup-

ports. They merely ask that, in com-
mon with other mediums of com-
munication, such as newsi)apers, radio,

and magazines, they be relieved of any
sjjecial form of taxation."

COMPO Meet
(Continued from page 1)

individuals and organizations which,

while members of COMPO, speak

only for their own constituents.

There appeared to be no reason

yesterday to suppose that a strong
statement refuting the committee's
criticism would not be authorized and
issued by the COMPO meeting.

An attendance of at least 50 persons
is expected at the opening today of

the two-day annual meeting of the

COMPO board and executive com-
mittee. Those who have already sig-

nified their intention to be present are :

Jack Alicoate, Ellis Arnall, Harry
Brandt, A. Julian Brylawski, Maurice
Bergman, Robert W. Coyne, Oscar
A. Doob, Ned E. Depinet, Tom Ed-
wards, Si H. Fabian, Harry Gold-
berg, Lauritz Carman, S. J. Gold-
berg, Norman Glassman, Edward Hy-
man, Rotus Harvey, Fric Johnston,
Allen Johnson, Sam Kirby, Harry
Lamont, Gunther Lessing, Chick Lew-
is, Herman Levy, James Mulvey, Ted
Mann, Arthur L. Mayer, Charles E.
McCarthy, John O'Connor, Al Pecus,
Sam Pinanski, John Phillips, Robert

J. Rubin, Charles M. Reagan, Wilbur
Snaper, Leonard Spiegelgass, Fred
Schwartz, Alfred Starr, Gael Sulli-

van, Trueman T. Rembusch, Joe Vo-
gel and Marc Wolf.
Both Depinet, COMPO president,

and Mayer will ask that the COMPO
meetings today and tomorrow be open
to the press. The matter, of course,

will be left to the decision of the
membership.

$84,300 Due Scott,

$20,000 to Lardner

Hollywood, Feb. 19. — Federal
Judge Ben Harrison today fixed $84,-

300
_
and $20,000 as amounts due

Adrian Scott and Ring Lardner, Jr.,

respectively, from RKO and 20th Cen-
tury-Fox, respectively, under the ver-

dict rendered last Friday night by a
jury sustaining their contention that

employing studios dismissed them ille-

gally for their 1947 refusal to answer
Un-American Activties committee
questions.

The amount due Scott represents a

$2,500 reduction from the amount
sought, due to his having earned that

amount elsewhere during the unex-
pired period of his contract.

The Court will rule later this week
on whether amounts awarded shall

carry interest. Following that ruling,

judgment will be entered, after which
counsel for RKO and 20th Century-
Fox will move for new trial.

Green Musical Director
Hollywood, Feb. 19. — Johnny

Green, who has been associated with
all of the Academy Award events
since 1945, will be the music director

for this year's show at the RKO Pan-
tages Theatre on March 20, it was an-

nounced here by Arthur Freed, gen-
eral director of the program.
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NY Project
{Continued from page 1
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Atlanta Would Have Theatres Show
List of Bookings 7 Days in Advance
Atlanta, Feb. 19.—A public hearing on a proposal to require all

theatres in the city to submit a list of feature bookings seven days
in advance of showing was held at the Atlanta Public Library
and a vote will be taken later.

A similar proposal was passed by the City Council last year but
was vetoed by Mayor William B. Hartsfield, after exhibitors com-
plained that they had not been given an opportunity to be heard
on the matter. Submiss on of a list of bookings will give the
censor's office a more systematic method for checking films to be
shown in Atlanta theatres, said Christine Smith, Atlanta's censor.
Under the present system a film which previously had been

banned is sometimes reissued and shown without checking, Miss
Smith pointed out.

cil of Motion Picture Organizations
and the Theatre Owners of America,
it was learned here yesterday.

The disclosure came following the

first lecture in the l5-session course

at the High School of Performing
Arts, attended by over 300 junior and
high school teachers. Among those
addressing the group was professor

Robert Gessner of New York Univer-
sity, who delivered an address on the

"Motion Picture as an Art Form."
Russell Downing, vice-president and

executive director of the Radio City
Music Hall, in his short welcoming
address to the teachers said, in part,

"It is our hope that in this course we
will be able to give you an honest
account of how pictures are made and
some of the problems we face in show-
ing them."

Bulletin Bows
The inauguration of the course also

marked the bow of a bulletin for

teachers titled "Views and Previews,"
which is being distributed throughout
the New York school system.

The bulletin carries a forward by
David H. Moskowitz, assistant super-

intendent of the city's high school divi-

sion, which reads in part : "The mo-
tion picture is an instrument for vital-

izing the continuing struggle for free-

dom and maintaining our democratic
institutions, and for making meaning-
ful the worth and dignity of human
personality."

In addition, the bulletin favorably
reviews such films as "Viva Zapata,"
"The Olympic Elk," "The Greatest

Show on Earth," and "Cry, The Be-
loved Country." It is published by
the New York e.xhibitor group with
Esther L. Berg, as consultant.

Following the lecture there was a
reception at the South Lounge of Ra-
dio City Music Hall attended by pub-
lic relations counsellor Lynn Farnol,
Gessner, Dr. Jacob Greenberg, of the
Board of Education, Fred Schwartz,
Century Circuit vice-president.

It was also announced that besides

the 15 lectures, there will be screen-

ings of four films, two of which will

be "My Six Convicts" and "With A
Song in My Heart."

First 'Road' in Color
Hollywood, Feb. 19.

—"Road to

Bali," the first Bing Crosby-Bob Hope
"Road"' picture with color in Techni-
color, will go into production on April

14, Paramount has disclosed. Harry
Tugend will produce.

Brotherhood Awards
{Continued from page 1)

here on Thursday evening, Feb. 28,

highlighting the participation of the
amusement division in National Broth-
erhood Week observance.

Louis Nizer is chairman of the

Brotherhood dinner committee; J.
Robert Rubin is general chairman of

the amusements division and George
P. Skouras is national chairman of

Brotherhood Week committee and
chairman of the amusements division.

Final plans have not yet been set

for the dinner which will bring en-
tertainment industry leaders of all

faiths to the dais of the Waldorf.

Barker Joins Farnol
Marjorie Harker, former publicist

with the March of Time here, has
joined the staff of Lynn Farnol.

Braunagel Sets New
Drive - in Ad Drive

KAN.SAS City, Feb. 19.—Jack Brau-
nagel, head of drive-in operations for

Commonwealth Theatres, again has
launched a 24-sheet and window-card
advertising campaign for his theatres
and is inviting other operators to par-
ticipate.

Last year 500 24-sheets with the
line "The Whole Family Will Enjoy
a Drive-in Movie Tonight" were
posted^ in 17 states as a result of a
campaign started by Braunagel. A new
four-color poster this year shows a
family group in a car with the catch
line, "Let's All Go to A Drive-in
Movie Tonight."

Invites Others

Commonwealth drive-ins, he re-
ported, are posting 100 24-sheets and
2,000 window cards in Kansas, Mis-
souri, and Arkansas to start the drive.

Braunagel has invited other drive-in
men to contact him if they wish to
participate in the campaign. He is

national chairman of the drive-in com-
mittee for the Theatre Owners of
America.

Warner Directors
{Continued from page 1)

Warner common stock held by the

company.

4,000,000 in Favor

Over 4,000,000 shares were cast in

favor of the election and in favor of

the cancellation of the stock, the com-
pany stated.
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Combined Film Ads
Boost Business

New Orleans, Feb. 19. —
Drive - in theaters in New
Orleans have combined to

handle their local newspaper
advertising. By running each

ad eight lines by two columns

in a directory-type ad ex-

penses have been cut and re-

sults are said to be far excell-

ing expectations. Theatres re-

ported the best January on

record. In the combine are

the Air-Line, Crescent, Drive-

in Movies, Skyvue and St.

Bernard Drive-in.

Reviews
''Hoodlum Empire**

t.LJOODLUM EAIPIRE" is satisfactory entertainment, with a cast of

J- -I solid names and able performers, placed in a story that is as timely

and interesting as today's newspaper headlines which for weeks have been
screaming about crime, corruption, and crime investigations clear across the

country, with particular attention being given to the subject in the very heart

of the Federal Government, in \\"ashington.

Basically, the tale tells about the result of the public exposure of the ma-
chinations of a crime syndicate, a vicious ring. Bob Considine's story was
molded dramatically and convincingly by associate producer-director Joseph
Kane. Considine collaborated with Bruce Manning in writing the script

which, in the light of past revelations, is completely believable. The message
is simply that gangsters and crooks, once exposed, can no longer go about
their dirty business without fear, and also that they cannot operate unless a

gullible public supports them.

The cast is headed by Brian Donlevy, playing the Senator who heads the

investigating committee ; Luther Adler, king-pin of the "hoodlum empire"

;

Claire Trevor, an underworld beauty ; Forrest Tucker, a thug with a killer

instinct
;
John Russell, as the boy who breaks with his racket past, and Vera

Ralston as a French girl who marries Russell.

When Russell returns from the Army, he decides to go straight, but Adler
and his gang keep recounting his past associations. When the Senate com-
mittee goes after the gang, the mobsters try to implicate Russell, who is

under suspicion. In the end, the gang destroys itself and Russell is cleared

publicly.

Others in the cast are Gene Lockhart, Grant Withers, Taylor Holmes,
Roy Barcroft, William Murphy, Richard Jaeckel, Don Beddoe, Roy Roberts
and Richard Benedit.

Running time, 98 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

not set.

New England Storm
Barely Hits 'Dwarfs*
New England's blizzard and low

temperatures have not seriously af-

fected \\alt Disney's "Snow White

and the Seven Dwarfs" grosses. The
picture, distributed by RKO Radio, is

said to be doing the best business

recorded in months in most New Eng-

land situations and is running only

10 per cent behind 1950's high-gross-

ing "Cinderella," the Disney office

here reports.

Sparked by an exploitation cam-

paign by Terry Turner, RKO Radio's

director of exploitation, figures are

said to compare favorably with the

previous Disney record-holder. Dis-

ney officials state that of the first

10 New England theatres from which
comparative figures could be shown,

"Snow White" grossed $52,374, com-
pared to $57,692 for "Cinderella," or

just under 10 per cent less. At
Keith's Memorial in Boston, "Snow-
White" grossed $30,000 for the week,
compared to $36,000 for "Cinderella."

Storm Slows Film
Df'ivery in Boston

Boston, Feb. 19.—Several Boston
film distribution offices said that due
to the heavy snow storms on Sun-
day night and yesterday motion picture

film delivery trucks were unable to

reach Boston in time with films which
were booked to play theatres in the
Boston area.

The Boston and Maine Railroad as

well as the Maine Central Railroad
which also carries film to and from
points in Maine failed to make any
trip to Boston yesterday.

16 Openings in 10
Days for 'Greatest*

Yesterday Cecil B. DeMille's color
in Technicolor "The Greatest Show-
on Earth" began its first two of 16
extensive pre-release openings in a
10-day period at the Centre Theatre,
Buffalo, and at the St. I*"rancis Thea-
tre, San Francisco, and today will

open at the Madison Theatre, Detroit

;

Paranifjunt, .Xtlanta ; Keith's and Met-
rojjfjlitan, Baltimore, and Ritz, Bir-

mingham. During the rest of the 10-

day perirxl it will open at the Orpheum
and Warner, Los .-Xngeles ; Para-
mount, Omaha ; Capitol. Cincinnati

;

Boyd. Philadelphia
;
Paramount, Kan-

sas City ; Kentucky, Lexington ; Lib-
erty, Zanesville ; Circle, Indianapolis.

Meanwhile, the film has been se-

lected a^. the Picture-of-the-Month by
the California State Congress of Par-
ents and Teachers.

The need for copper scrap is urgent.
SAVE THOSE COPPER DRIPPINGS.

Newspaper Cuts Ad
Rates for Theatres

BiNGHAMTON, N. Y., Feb. 19.—In

a rapidly expanding movement among
the Gannett newspapers to assist the

industry, Jim Burnett, advertising

manager of the Binghamton Press, has

offered the city's theatres the regular

retail advertising rate. This new re-

duced rate plan will remain in effect

one year to see how it works.
Burnett's action is one repercussion

of the "sumposium" called recently by
Francis Murphy, publisher of the

Hartford Times, who felt that news-
papers have much in common with
film theatres and should do everything

they can to help the industry out of

economic slumps.

Meanw-hile, in Rochester a confer-

ence betw-een e.xhibitors and the local

heads of the tw-o Gannett ncw'spapers,

the Tiines-L'nion and the Democrat-
Chronicle, is being arranged.
Murphy now is plannn-ig for late

.\pril a conclave of publishers and
editors from Connecticut and West-
ern Massachusetts at which would
be spread "the gospel of newspapers
helping the movies."
Murphy's philosophy, according to

industry friends, is "strictly realistic"

—he feels that lowered theatre attend-

ance hurts all retail business in the

town and eventually that must have
an effect on retail advertising,

'Frisco Exhibitors,
Operators to Meet
San Francisco, Feb. 19.—Motion

Picture Operators Local 162 will con-
tinue pact negotiations with local ex-
hibitors at a meeting tomorrow. The
meeting was set after copies of the
union contract were sent to all local

area theatre owners. Exhibitors de-
cided to hold one big meeting with
the operators and agreed that what-
ever was resolved at the meeting will
be out into effect in all San Francisco
"oeatres.

'Mirror' and N. Y.

OMPI in Film Tieup

In cooperation with the Organiza-
tion of the Motion Picture Industry
of the City of New York, the New
York Daily Mirror today will initi-

ate as a reader service a directory of
current and popular films. The direc-
tory, which will be published twice
weekly, on \\''ednesdays and in the
Sunday Mirror magazine section, "will
for the first time offer capsule de-
scriptions—not criticisms—of pictures
playing not only in first-run Broad-
way houses but in neighborhood
houses as well," according to a state-
ment by the industry organization.

OMPI Is Urging
The OMPI is urging its 700 exhib-

itor members to support the promo-
tion "with every means of exploita-
tion including trailer announcements,
theatre lobby displays, reprint mailings
to patrons, blow-up displays in local
food chains and newsstand posters."

Kamern and Feldun

In New MGM Posts

Lee Kamern, manager in India for

M-G-M, will be transferred to the top
sales post in Italy. This position has
been vacant since the death of Ar-
mando Massimelli last November.
Kamern, one-time manager of the As-
tor Theatre on Broadway, has been
a member of M-G-M 's international

division since 1945. Morton A.
Spring, first vice-president of Loew's
International, reported the Kamern
promotion here yesterday. .'\t the

same time he said that Kamern's suc-

cessor will be Leon Feldun, currently
manager in Israel. Feldun's position

will be filled by Bronislaw Landau,
who before World War II was man-
ager for M-G-M in Poland. His
most recent position was as a branch
manager in North .A^frica.

Memph isTheatres

Unite, Cut Prices

For ' Teen - agers '

Memphis, Feb. 19.—Eighteen Mem-
phis theatres today banded together
and announced a reduced admission
price for "teen-age" students.

The slash was about 40 per cent and
varies according to price scales of
various theatres. For example, where
the adult admission price is 50 cents,

the new student price will be 30 or 35
cents.

Student identification cards will be
used, 15,000 such cards having been
mailed to students from 12 years of

age to those who are seniors in high
school.

Theatres joining in this movement
are the Luciann, Madison, Malco,
Alemphian, Normal, Rosemary, Roxy,
Skyvue Drive-in, Summer Dirve-in,

Airway, Bellevue Drive-in, Bristol,

Crosstown, Hollywood, Idlewild, La-
mar, Lamar Drive-in and the Linden
Circle.

The cards expire on May 31 but
may be renewed at that time at any
of the theatres. The same card may
be used at any of the 18 houses.

PSI Offers Film
Packages to TV
A group of TV film packages is

being made available by Prockter
Syndications International, Paul
White, president, disclosed here yes-

terday.

Among the projected films to be
released is "Police Story," a semi-
documentary half-hour action drama,
which will be sold to CBS-TV.
Available properties include 68 fea-

ture films : si.x TV film program
packages, PSI claimed.

White also claimed that a syndicate

of private financiers has been set up
to support the production output of

several unnamed top producers.

DuMont Move
{Continued from page 1)

applications are among the many is-

sues in the Paramount hearings now
going on before FCC hearing ex-
aminer Leo Resnick. Du Mont last

w-eek asked the Commission to sever

its issues from the hearings imme-
diately.

Today, Curtis Plummer, chief of

FCC's broadcast bureau, filed a state-

ment opposing the motion as "prema-
ture." Moreover, he said, the Com-
mission's staff does not now have time
to prepare findings on this point.

UPT and B. and K. said they

thought the Du Mont motion would
expedite the Paramount hearings and
would be in the public interest.

The hearings, in recess today, will

resume tomorrow- with Paramount
Pictures general counsel, Austin C.

Keough, slated to testify.

See $70,000 for 'Vadis'
Chicago, Feb. 19.

—"Quo Vadis,"
which opened at the Oriental theatre

last week did very well over the week-
end playing to capacity crowds Satur-
day and Sunday nights with an un-
usually small "break" at the start of

the last show Sunday evening forcing

the management to reshow the first

reel after the last complete show.
Present estimates point toward a

$70,000 first week's gross.
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A. T. & T, Seeks to

Add Lines for

Western Service

The long lines department of the

American Telephone and Telegraph
Company filed an application yester-

day with the Federal Communications
Commission for authority to provide

additional channels for television ser-

vice between Chicago, Qmaha and

San Francisco, it was announced here.

The additional channels will oper-

ate over the transcontinental micro-

wave radio-relay system that now
carries both telephone and television

circuits and which was placed in ser-

vice last August.
At present there are two channels

for television, one in each direction,

between Chicago and San Francisco,

and an additional westbound channel

in the Chicago-Omaha section. Of the

three new channels planned, one will

be placed in service late this year and
will operate from Chicago to San
Francisco. The other two channels

will be placed in service in 1953 add-
ing one channel from San Francisco

to Chicago and one from Omaha to

San Francisco. Upon completion of

this project there will be five chan-
nels between Chicago and San Fran-
cisco available for full time television

service ; three westbound from Chi-

cago and two eastbound from San
Francisco.

The additional channels are planned
to take care of increasing television

requirements in both directions over
this route. Also this backbone system
will be used to feed cities in Okla-
homa and Texas upon completion of

a radio-relay system now being con-

structed from Kansas Cit}' to San
Antonio.

Attack FCC Delays

On TV Hearings

Washington. Feb. 19.
—

"If you
postpone the theatre television hear-
ings again, put them off to a date that

you really mean to get started on."

That's the request which film indus-
try spokesmen are informally making
to Federal Communications Commis-
sion officials. Due to a de'ay in the

FCC order lifting the TV freeze, it is

believed that another postponement in

the theatre TV hearings from the

present March 10 date is virtually cer-

tain. Film industry ofiicials are telling

the Commission that the frequent post-

ponements in the theatre TV hearings
is making it very difficult to line up
witnesses, and that any further post-

ponement should be to a date far

enough off that the Commission is

certain to be ready to start at that

time.

New Jose Reynoso Firm
Mexico Citv, Feb. 19.—Jose Rey-

noso, veteran film man, has established

a production company here, Industria
Filmadora de Anahuac. Its first pic-

ture will be a biography of Padre Pro,
Catholic priest.

New Research Firm
Establishment of Research Arts,

said to be the first central agency for

providing technical advice and factual

research for films, television and radio,

was announced here by Dr. Paul Ilton,

founder-director.

Television-Radio
Comment and Opinion s

'TP HE television board of the National Association of Radio and
Television Broadcasters has approved $40,000 to cover the first

year's administration of the new television code which goes into

effect March 1. John E. Fetzer of Kalamazoo, Mich., operator of

a TV station himself, heads the review board which consists of five

members. Stations subscribing to the code will display on the air

a seal to indicate their support of the code's standards. They cannot
be applied too soon. Despite all the talk of a "clean up" of program
material, off-color jokes continue and some of the top performers
still delight in offensive characterizationis. Fetzer's board has its job
cut out for it.

-

Six new cities in the South and Southwest^Miami, New Orleans,
Houston, Dallas, Ft. Worth and Oklahoma City—are to be added to

the live television network in time to receive the national political

convention telecasts from Chicago. The A. T. & T. is speeding ex-
tension of its facilities to make a one-channel link available to those
cities. Tulsa and San Antonio will join the network in time for

Election Night.

it
Quite a few programs on the air are celebrating anniversaries.

NBC-TV threw a big party last week when the "Howdy Doody"
show marked its 1,000th telecast. Credit must go to producer Roger
Muir who made the three originating points blend smoothly into a

gay occasion. Sections of the program came from New York, Holly-
wood and Chicago. . . . Also on NBC-TV. the "Original Amateur
Hour" came up for its 900th telecast last night. 1952 marks the

program's fifth consecutive TV year and its 18th year on radio. . . .

It was quite a sentimental occasion Monday night when the 25th
anniversary broadcast of Cities Service went on the air from Car-
negie Hall. Edwin Franko Goldman directed the first show back in

1927. . . . The Camel News Caravan will celebrate its fourth anni-
versary on NBC-TV Friday, and on ABC-Radio, "Stop the Music"
starts its fifth year of successive broadcasts. . . . The Voice of Amer-
ica is 10 vears old this week.

it i?
It has taken some months for the Ezio Pinza Show over

NBC-TV to get organized and establish a format to fit the
talents of its star performer. Pinza now obviously has found
his bearings, for his program last week was well organized
and a delight to the ear. As his guest, Patrice Munsell was
charming. Since Pinza hails from opera, and Miss Munsell is

a star of the Met, their duets from "Don Giovanni" hit the

spot. The show now has a pleasant pace and last Friday
mixed in a few chuckles with the musical enjoyment.

it it it
In that same vein, NBC-TV's opera program last week, presenting

Puccini's "The Cloak," was a gem in its own way. It was undoubt-
edly the best presentation in the series so far and suffered only from
sound limitations. It's too bad that these operatic shows are scheduled

at so late an evening hour.

ik it it
People in the News: Mort Weinbach named national director of

television operations for the American Broadcasting Company. He
has been with the network since January, 1951. . . . President Tru-

man to open the 1952 American Red Cross Fund Campaign for 1952

\\'\th a message that will climax a half-hour show over the radio and
T\' networks. . . . Robert Leder is the new national radio spot sales

manager for NBC.
ik it it

Radio Row : Many of the top radio stars may be deserting the

medium next year, but meanwhile AM is still going strong. Edgar
Bergen's show over CBS Sunday had a lot of laughs. . . . James
Stewart giving a great performance on The Theatre Guild on the

Air. . . . "Hollywood Star Playhouse" starting next Sunday over

NBC Radio. . .

'. WNBC in New York getting thousands of 'thank-

you letters in recognition of its all-night music program which

started February 1. . . . "Life with Luigi," with J. Carrol Naish

over CBS doing a consistently fine job. . . . Bing Crosby a pleasant

replacement for Walter Winchell over ABC Sunday. . . . Finalists

in the Philip Morris Collegiate Acting Competition appeared on

CBS Sunday night to determine a winner. None sounded particularly

impressive, which was in part due to the plav.

lir it ^>

Television: The FCC now says it will lift its freeze on new TV
stations the middle of next month. In cities where there is no contest,

channel allocations could be made by July.

Fred Hift

Eidophor Show to
Use 20th TV Station

Twentieth Century - Fox
plans to utilize its experi-
mental one-tenth watt tele-

vision station in New York in

conjunction with its projected
demonstration of Eidophor,
Earl Sponable, 20th-Fox re-

search director, disclosed
here.

The station, which was au-
thorized a few years ago by
the Federal Communications
Commiss on for experimental
theatre TV relay purposes,
will be used as an alternate
transmission facility from the
Fox-Movietone studio to the
company's projection room,
two blocks away, where the
demonstration will be seen.

Eidophor Plans
{Continued from page 1)

on separate production phases of the
system. The projection equipment will

be produced abroad while the elec-

tronic equipment will be made in the
U. S. by General Electric, under 20th-

Fox contract.

Spyros P. Skouras, 20th-Fox presi-

dent, who is en route to Zurich, is

expected to give a final okay before

the equipment is shipped here by air

freight by the end of this month. The
demonstration of Eidophor in 20th-

Fox's home office is now set for mid-
March, Sponable said.

Sponable, expressing optimism that

the National Production Authority
would lift the color theatre television

ban, indicated that the prohibition has
not aff'ected current Eidophor plans,

which are proceeding as scheduled.

Regarding the many delays in the

Eidophor demonstration, Sponable ex-

plained that they were caused by 20th-

Fox's determination to convert the

system's power supply from the Eu-
ropean 50-cycle standard to the Amer-
ican 60-cycle before shipping the

equipment to the U. S.

Fox-Movietone studios here will be
utilized as the stage for the forthcom-
ing demonstration, Sponable said, add-
ing that both camera equipment and
projection booth of the home office

are now ready for the planned tele-

casting of a three-quarters of an hour
show. Talent, he explained, is being

lined up.

Sponable said the demonstration

would not include a remote pick-up,

pointing out the emphasis which
Skouras places on studio s'nows as

the correct theatre T\' programming
fare.

TV Academy 'Emmy
Awards' to TV's Best
HoLLvwoOD, Feb. 19. — In cere-

monies telecast locally over ABC-TV,
the Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences voted "Emmy awards" to

"Your Show of Shows" and to Imo-
gene Coca as the best actress and to

Sid Caesar as the best actor. Red
Skelton was voted the best comedian
and his show the best comedy show.
"Studio One" was voted the best dra-

matic program.
Special achievement awards went to

A. T. & T. for its micro-wave relay,

to Senator Kefauver for outstanding
public service, and to NBC's Jack
Burrell for his battery-powered mobile
pick-up unit.



IT'S BIG PARAMOUNT BOXOFFICE ACTION!

Nat Holt's standout

outdoor hit with

something different

added. Danger-defying

camera crews scaled

precipitous canyons

to film its exciting

story of the pioneer

heroes who subdued

the last savage Arizona

cliflF tribes.

Trade boys so impressed

they tag it:

"STRONG BOXOFFICE!"
— Showmen's 7. /?.

"TOP BUSINESS!"
—Boxoff/ce

"RATES HIGH!"

— F;7m Da/7y

"RICHLY SATISFYING!"

—M. P. Herald

starring

STERLING FORREST ARLEEN BARBARA VICTOR RICHARD

HAYDEN TUCKER • WHELAN • RUSH • }ORY • ARLEN
with EDGAR BUCHANAN • Directed by RAY ENRIGHT

story and Screenplay by GERALD DRAYSON ADAMS
Additional Dialogue by FRANK GRUBER • Produced by NAT HOLT
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Insider

Outlook
By RED KANN

T HE industry has survived

greater outrages than the_ one

set in motion by the report oi the

House Un-American Activities

Committee. It will survive this

one, too, because its strength—m-

contestable. irrefutable and unchal-

lengeable—is in the clear measure

of its performance.

The House Committee finds ef-

forts were made by Communists to

influence film content. But no mat-

ter what dialectic plots may have

been brewed in Hollywood, they

collapse unless the net result ulti-

mately reveals itself on the screen.

Eric Johnston, speaking for the in-

dustry, does not deny the attempt

was made. But he does deny it got

places, and the record of perform-

ance bears him out. It is well to

note again what he has to say in

this defiant language:

. . no where in the report is

there a shred of evidence that Com-
munists ever succeeded in influ-

encing the content of a single

motion picture made by any of our

members [of the Alotion Picture

Association]. We have offered to

show the committee any film it

wanted to see. The committee in

1947 reported not a single picture

of ours that contained Communist
propaganda. It has reported none

since. As there is no un-Ameri-

canism in our pictures, the commit-

tee should do the fair and honor-

able thing and stop this accusa-

tion."

Are we beginning to learn how
to fight back?

UPBEAT note, courtesy of the

news columns : Twin Cities

and [Minnesota business "absolutely

amazing" in recent weeks, reports

Charlie Winchell of ]vIinnesota

Amusement whose holdings are

widespread enough to recognize a

trend when they find one. Ken-
tucky exhibitors cheerful as all

get-out on prospects for '52. Across
the line in Canada, Famous Players

Canadian declares an extra 20-cent

dividend, so good was '51.

Damage Suits

Vs. Para. Total

292,000,000
Washixgtcx, Feb. 20. — One

hundred and forty-one anti-trust

cases, involving damage claims of

$292,842,834, were pending against

Paramount Pictures at the end of

1951, a Federal Lommunications Com-
mission hearing was told today.

Paramount general counsel Austin
C. Keough. taking the stand before

hearing examiner Leo Resnick in the

FCC's catch-all Paramount hearings,

gave a detailed description of all past

and present anti-trust actions against

the company. From 1920 through the

end of 1951, he declared, 531 govern-
ment and private anti-trust suits were
filed against Paramount, its subsi-

diaries, or local management. These
also include suits in which other dis-

tributors were co-defendants with
Paramount, he said.

Keough broke the suits down into

(Continued on page 4)

COMPO REPLY TO
'RED' CHARGE DUE
Compo Committee to

Weigh Tax Fight
Ned E. Depinet, COMPO

president, yesterday indicated
at the COMPO board meeting
here that he will name a com-
mittee to work out an indus-
try program for fighting ad-
mission taxes.

This met with the approval
of Gael Sullivan of TOA, and
Wilbur Snaper of Allied, both
of whom outlined the anti-tax
positions of their respective
organizations. Sullivan said
TOA will not name its own
anti-tax committee until after
the COMPO committee re-
ports.

Republic's '51 Net

Down to $646,404;

Gross Revenue Up

A consolidated net income balance
of $646,404 was reported yesterday by
Republic Pictures for the fiscal year
ended last Oct. 27. The result com-
pares with net income of $760,574 for

the preceding fiscal year.

Gross revenue for the fiscal vear

1951 amounted to $33,409,612. com-
pared with $30,310,748 in the previous

year. Total current assets at the end

of the last fiscal year amounted to

$14,483,620, and total current liabili-

ties were $5,842,422.

In his annual report to stockholders,

(Continued on page 5)

Cost of New COMPO
Projects Estimated

At About $ 900,000

The Council of Motion Picture

Organizations has $26,939 cash on

hand, according to a report prepared

for the annual CO^IPO board meet-

ing here yesterday b}' Herman Rob-
Dins, treasurer.

Arthur L. Mayer, retiring ex-

e c u t ' v e vice - president of

COMPO, estimated the cost of

proposed future COMPO proj-

ects at approximately 8900,000,

some of which would be de-

(Continued on page 4)

Re-elect Columbia's
Board of Directors
A nine-man board of directors was

re-elected at yesterday's annual meet-

ing of Columbia Pictures Corp. stock-

holders, held at the company's home
office here.

They are : Harry Cohn, Jack Cohn,
A. Schneider, Leo M. Blancke. N. B.

Spingold, -A.. Montague, Donald S.

(Continued on page 4)

9 TOA Units, 18

Allied, in COMPO
Theatre Owners of America, which

is made up of some 28 regional organ-

izations, compared with 20 Allied

States' Units, has nine members in

the Council of Alotion Picture Organ-
izations against Allied's 18 it was
brought out yesterday at the opening

session of the two-day annual C03.1-

PO meetings "here.

There are a total of 28 organiza-

(Co)itimied on page S)

Committee Is Drafting
Answer; May Circulate
It Via Theatre Screens

The Council of Eviction Picture

Organizations board yesterday took
its first step toward issuing a public

attack on the recent report of the

House Lm-American Activities Com-
mittee that the industry has not taken
pains to check Communism within its

ranks.

A committee, headed by Leonard
Spigelgass, and including Eric John-
ston, Gael Sullivan and Trueman
Rembusch, was named by COMPO
president Xed E. Depinet to draft a

resolution assailing the House group's

indictment. The resolution is due to

be submitted today for the approval

of the board.

Apart from this, the board
received from Sullivan the sug-
gestion that COMPO sponsor
the production of a trailer

which would bring to theatre-
goers across the country a mes-
sage emphasizing that the
House Committee's report was
"misleading and unfair." Action
on the suggestion may be taken
todaj' in conjunction with the
discussion of the resolution
which the Spiglegass committee
will present.

Xaming of the committee by Depi-
net followed an appeal by Spigelgass
that "we in Hollywood need your
help" in consequence of the "damage"

(Continued on page 5)

Myers Calls House
Report 'Unfair'

Washington, Feb. 20. — Al-

lied States Association gen-
eral counsel Abram F. Myers
attacked the recent House
Un-American Activities Com-
mittee report on Hollywood
as "grossly unfair," but added
that the motion picture in-

dustry is partly responsible
in that it did not do a better
job of publicizing its actions
to free Hollywood of Com-
munist influence.

1^

HUMPHREY KATHARINE

BOGART • HEPBURN
Produced by S. P. EAGLE

Directed by JOHN HUSTON
Color by TECHNICOLOR
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Indicates Britain

Would Like Film

FinaneingContinued

LoNDOX. Feb. 20.—In a statement
to tlie House of Commons today,

Peter Thorneycroft, president of the

Board of Trade, indicated that the

government would like to see the Na-
tional Film Finance Corp. continued,

and will endeavor to find money for

it for that purpose, but apparently
has no Budget funds earmarked for it.

Replying to a question put by Tom
O'Brien, M.P., and head of the Na-
tional Association of Theatrical and
Kine Employes, Thorneycroft said

;

"The operations of the Film Finance
Corp., with other measures designed
to put British film production on a
profitable basis, undoubtedly caused
appreciable improvement in the indus-
try's prospects. However, this prog-
ress needs to be consolidated. For
this purpose, the corporation may need
further capital.

"The government has decided to in-

troduce legislation to enable a sum up
to £2,000,000 ($5,600,000) to be bor-
rowed from non-governmental sources.

Aleanwhile, there will be no interrup-

tion in the work of the corporation."
Since banks and other financing

houses here still are largely reluctant

to finance film production, the situa-

tion seems to imply that some form
of governmental guarantee will be re-

quired if NFFC is to obtain the new
funds with which to continue.

AFL Film Council to

Strike ATFP Plants

Hollywood, Feb. 20.—Alliance of

Television Film Producers, compris-
ing 10 leading producing companies,
ran into double labor trouble today.
The first trouble came when the

AFL Film Council, which includes
lATSE, voted last midnight to strike

ATFP plants this morning over the
organization's refusal to sign a con-
tract binding telefilm producers to pay
the same labor rates as charged the-
atrical film producers. The strike,

dubbed service-withholding, was lifted

early today when .\TFP agreed to
meet the principal wage demand and
negotiate remaining points of the con-
tract, with a March 19 deadline.

Second trouble came early this

morning when the Screen . Writers
Guild unanimously voted strike action
against ATFP members, to be imple-
mented March 10, for refusal to enter
negotiations on a minimum basic
agreement covering compensation and
working conditions for writers. SWG
had requested such negotiations Jan.
16 and set a Feb. 15 deadline.

The need for copper scrap is urgent.
SAVE THOSE COPPER DRIPPINGS.

No Paper Tomorrow
Motion Picture Dtiily will

not be published tomorrow,
Washington's Birthday, a
legal holiday.

Personal Mention
NED E. DEPINET, RKO Radio

president, will fly to the Coast
from here Tuesday for conferences
with Howard Hughes and C. J.

Tevlin.
•

Roy Rogers entered California Hos-
pital in Hollywood yesterday for treat-

ment of a lung congestion incurred on
his Te.xas personal appearance tour.

•

Hugh Owen, Paramount's Eastern-
Southern division manager, left here
yesterday for Boston.

BARNEY BALABAN, Paramount
president, will leave here for

Florida over the weekend.

•

George Murphy arrived here last

night from Hollywood to receive the

52 .A.ssociation's Aiedal of Honor at

the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel tomorrow
night.

•

Lou Berg, film and television editor

of This Week, will leave here today
for Hollywood.

IXEWS
in Brief . •

Warners to Sell Realart Sales Meet

Non-decree Houses

In addition to Warner theatres

which must be divested under the con-
sent decree, the company is negotiat-
ing for the sale of a "substantial

number of other theatres," stockhold-
ers were told at their annual meeting
in Wilmington this week.

Eleven Warner theatres have been
disposed of to date under the decree
and contracts have been entered into
for the disposition of seven more. The
Warner decree requires the divesti-

ture of 54 theatres within two years.
Since Dec. 31, 1951, contracts have

been entered into for the sale of six
theatres, including two subject to di-
vestiture, referred to above.

Here on March 1-3

A sales meeting of Realart Pictures

franchise holders will be held here at

the Warwick Hotel on March 1-3.

Presiding will be Jack Broder, presi-

dent and chairman of the board of

Realart and Broder Productions, who
will arrive here from the Coast next
Thursday.
The agenda calls for sales discus-

sions on the four Broder pictures now
in release, as well as the announce-
ment of new product to be made for

1952. Assisting Broder will be Budd
Rogers, executive vice-president

;
Jack

Schlaifer, vice-president in charge of

sales, and Carroll Puciato, vice-presi-

dent in charge of exchange operations.

The
HERALD

INSTITUTE
of lndustri|.
.Opim'oiv

The February Report of

The Herald Institute

of Industry Opinion

will appear in

this week's issue of

Motion Picture Herald

Albany, N. Y., Feb. 20.—Chris
Pope, Schine booker, who will be
transferred to Buffalo ne.xt week as
successor to Myron Gross, was given
a dinner by exchange managers and
bookers here. Speakers were : Ray-
mond Smith, Warner manager, Alfred
Marchetti, Universal booker, and
Pope. His successor, Ray Pollack, at

present short subject booker, was in-

troduced.

Gross resigned to take a position

with a Buffalo film buying-booking
organization.

•

Nick Tronolone, for 15 years vice-

president in charge of production for

Pathe Laboratories, Inc., has resigned
and "plans to leave shortly for a much
needed rest," Pathe announced here
yesterday. A successor has not been
selected.

•

Max E. Youngstein, vice-president

of United Artists, will return to New
York tonight by plane from Holly-
wood after a 10-day visit during
which he viewed "Saturday Island,"

"High Noon," "The Fighter" and
other forthcoming UA releases.

•

The importance of theatre television,

third dimensional pictures and scien-

tific research to the industry was em-
phasized in an address yesterday by
Gael Sullivan, executive director of

the Theatre Owners of America, at

a meeting of the New York Film
Board of Trade.

•

Washington, Feb. 20.—Ellis Ar-
nall, president of the Society of Inde-
pendent Motion Picture Producers,
will be sworn in tomorrow in Atlanta
as head of the Office of Price Stabil-

ization. Arnall is slated to report for
work on his new job here on Monday.

NEW YORK THEATRES

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL
Rockefeller Center

CECIL B. DsMILLE'S

"THE GREATEST SHOW
ON EARTH"

color by TECHNICOLOR
plus

SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION

A GIRL IN

EVERY PORT
Aa no auk nam turtu

GROUCHO MARX
MARIE WILSON
WILLIAM BENDIX

idnighl Fvotwr*

WALT DISNEY'S

SNOW WHITE
and the SEVEN DWARFS

Color by Technicolor

CRITERION BROADWAY AND
45TH STREET
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Para. Suits

(Continued from page 1)

IS different categories, including the

category of pending suits. In suits al-

ready terminated, he indicated, Para-

mount paid less than $7,000,0000 dam-
ages out of about $185,000,000 dam-
ages claimed.

Xine suits were tried and decided

in favor of the government, includ-

ing five consent decree settlements,

Keough said. Ninety private suits

were dismissed for lack of prosecu-

tion or were discontinued or aban-

doned by the plaintiff. In 21 cases,

Paramount's demurrer was sustained,

and seven others were dismissed on

Paramount's motion. Six cases were
dismissed as to Paramount, though
continued as to other defendants.

Thirteen cases, involving claimed

dartiages of $23,628,000, were tried and
decided in favor of the defendants and
settled for $388,650, Keough continued.

Another nine, involving claims of

$518,000, were decided in favor of the

plaintiff and settled for $430,000.

Greatest damages involved came in

some 184 cases settled before trial,

Keough said. In these cases, over

$150,000,000 was claimed, and Para-
mount actually paid slightly less than

$6,000,000. Forty more cases were
tried and settled in favor of the de-

fendants with nothing paid ; these

cases involved about $9,000,000 of

damage claims. Eleven private cases

were tried and decided for plaintiffs,

but no damages were involved.

Keough gave the hearing a detailed

history of Paramount's trade practices

and bankruptcy proceedings, in addi-

tion to its anti-trust litigation.

Cost of New Projects
(Continued from page 1)

frayed by the Motion Picture
Association of America inde-

pendent of its regular COMPO
dues and by the earnings of a
proposed new series of industry
goodwill short subjects.

The treasurer's report, which cov-

ered the period from Aug., 1950, to

Feb., 1952, listed receipts totaling

$205,619 and disbursements amount-
ing to $182,059.

Last Appearance

In his annual report, the delivery

of which he described as "my last

appearance before you as COMPO's
executive vice-president," Mayer es-

timated that preliminary research by
COMPO into the industry's present

difficulties, economic and otherwise,

would require $30,000. He said the

maintenance of a national speakers

bureau would cost $25,000, and that

a much-needed COMPO library em-
bodying a cross-filing bureau and pub-

licity aides would mean the expendi-

ture of $20,000 yearly.

Mayer proposed again the produc-
tion of a series of industry goodwill
short subjects. "We asked the trust-

ees of the industry's previous short

subject project, through their treasur-

er, that we be entrusted with the

$40,000 left over from that eminently
successful venture—to use it as a nest

egg to start the production of a new
series of this nature," Mayer ex-

plained.

"Apparently," he continued, "there

has been some misunderstanding that

COMPO is asking for this money for

tamoimt

has "an

off-the-beaten

track drama

for highly

favorable

boxoffice

results," says

M. P. Daily

George

Stevens

jl^^omething

ioLive

Forfrom the producer-

director of

A PLACE IN THE SUI\"

Itself. On the contrary, the $40,000

belongs to every exhibitor who played

the previous short subjects and should

be maintained as a revolving fund for

their benefit. All that we ask is that

any profits accruing from making a

series of this nature be applied to

maintaining our other public relations

activities. If my figures are correct,

a series of 12 shorts could yield a

profit of $240,000, enough to pay for

research, speakers bureau, library,

round table, admission tax fight and
all of COMPO's operating expenses.

We could kill two birds with one

stone—we could use our screens, and
I trust this time television, and schools

and churches to sell ourselves to the

public and at the same time secure

the necessary funds for a COMPO
program in the most painless possible

manner."

Long Term Project

Mayer added that "at best" this

would be a long term project "and

if the program I have proposed seems
desirable, we need at least $200,000 to

implement it: $100,000 from exhibit-

ors, $100,000 from distributors; cer-

tainly not a staggering sum for the

motion picture industry."

Later, following a long dis-

cussion of Mayer's proposal for

a short subjects program, the
COMPO board passed a resolu-

tion requesting the 30 trustees
of the $40,000 earned previously
to make that sum available for

the production of a new series

of industry shorts which would
resemble those made two years
ago and would be played by ex-

hibitors on the same basis as
before.

Mayer said he had discussed with
the MPAA sales managers commit-
tee COMPO dues collections, and that

the latter suggested that the one-
tenth of one per cent charge should
be replaced by dues varying with the

size and location of each theatre. He
asked that a new finance committee
be named to work with Ben Kalmen-
son of the MPAA group in exploring
this idea.

Mayer indicated also that it would
take $250,000 to finance an industry

exposition of production operations in

various U. S. cities, as has been sug-

gested by the exhibitors of New York
City. The latter, Mayer said, have
put up $7,000 as a deposit to reserve

space for such an exposition in the

Grand Central Palace here.

Over $300,000 was raised by ex-

hibitors to handle the local expenses
of the "Movietime U. S. A." drive

last year, Mayer reported. Meanwhile,
he added, the MPAA has pledged
$150,000 for new "Movietime" star

tours, and $350,000 to finance another
industry advertising campaign in con-
nection therewith. He said the com-
pany presidents recently voted to

transfer to COMPO all funds not ex-
pended on the "Movietime" campaign.
"These have already amounted to

$24,827 and there may be approxi-
mately $18,000 more," Mayer told the

meeting.

Declare Loew's Dividend
Directors of Loew's yesterday de-

clared a regular quarterly dividend of

3714 cents per share on the company's
common stock, payable on March 31

to stockholders of record on March 12.

Col. Board
(Contimwd from page 1)

Stralem, Henry Crown and Arnold
M. Grant.

Stockholders also approved the

stock option of Irving Briskin, Col-

umbia studio production head ; the

amendment to the existing option for

common stock to A. Schneider, vice-

president and treasurer ; a similar

amendment for Joseph A. McConville,
president of Clumbia Pictures Inter-

national Corp. ; and an amendment to

the employment contract of Nate B.

Spingold, vice-president in charge of

advertising and publicity.

In response to a query from the

floor regarding future earnings of the

company, vice-president and treasurer

Schneider estimated that earnings in

the second quarter of this year will

double that of the first, but total earn-

ings for the six month period ending

last December would be less than last

year. Second quarter earnings were
estimated at 30 cents per share of

common stock outstanding or $201,180,

compared to 15 cents per share earned
in the first quarter.

Executive vice-president Jack Cohn,
commenting on the government anti-

trust suits, stated that the effect

broadened the U. S. market for Col-
umbia Pictures.

Responding to another question,

Schneider said that Columbia would
not eliminate low-budgeted pictures,

described by him as necessary to sup-
plement theatre programs. He pointed

out that some low-budgeted pictures

realize big grosses in comparison to

the money mvested in them. Both
Schneider and Cohn emphasized the

line-up of big pictures which they saw
boosting company receipts by the end
of the fiscal year.

Make another

killing

with that

"Mob" man _

Broderick ^

Crawford!aK

THEY'LL SEE

THRILL SELLERS

A COLUMBIA PICTURE
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COMPO Reply to Charges
{Continued from page 1)

Republic Net
{Continued from page 1)

9 TOA Units

(Continued from page 1)

tions represented on the COMPO
board. These include the original 10

charter member organizations and
groups, the Allied and TOA units and

two units of the Western Theatre
Owners, formerly the Pacific Coast

Conference of Independent Theatre

Owners.
Allied and TOA, under the revised

COMPO by-laws each have named
seven additional COMPO board mem-
bers, all of whom were represented at

yesterday's meeting either in person

or by proxy. The seven members-at-
large, which were to be named from
among virtually all COMPO member
groups, have not yet been designated,

but are expected to be named at an-

other COMPO board meeting in the

near future, it was reported.

It was reported also that Ben Kal-

menson of Warner was named by
MPAA to represent it on the COMPO
board in place of William R. Rodgers.

Allied Arbitration
Plan to Co, Heads
Washington, Feb. 20. — Allied

States Association's proposed arbitra-

tion plan is now in the hands of dis-

tributor company presidents and other

top distribution officials.

General counsel Abram F. Myers
revealed that copies of the plan went
in the mail last night, with a request

that the company presidents appoint a

committee promptly to call an arbitra-

tion conference with Allied and other

interested industry groups.

wrought by the Un-American Activi-

ties group. Johnston also addressed
the board on the Un-American report,

hitting the document as "unfair and
misleading," as he did in a public

statement recently. The MPAA presi-

dent encouraged the COMPO board
to take action against the report, and
pointed out that the legislative group
failed to offer proof that "Red" propa-
ganda has appeared in films from
Hollywood.

The board discussed pending pro-
posals for the holding of an industry

exposition, round-table conferences,

business-building contests, cooperation
with the government in civil defense,

a possible admissions tax fight and
possible production of a new series of

industry goodwill short subjects.

The trade press was barred from
the board meeting after Depinet and
Arthur L. Mayer, COMPO executive
vice-president, both of whom evi-

denced willingness to admit the news-
men, received a negative reaction from
other board members.

It was "generally agreed" at Lhe

meeting that another industry round-
table conference should be held next
July 23 in Hollywood, with distribu-

tion participating, as well as exhibi-
tion and production. H. V. (Rotus)
Harvey, chairman of the round-table
committee, was instructed to make
plans for the seminar.

Depinet noted that there was a

large body of opinion which believed
that the holding of an exposition
vould be too challenging a task. Ac-
tion was reserved on that subject.

The board approved the suggestion

of Robert W. Coyne, COMPO special

counsel, that the industry refrain from
pressing for a government "essential"

rating at this time, since newspapers,
radio and television still are "in the
same boat" with motion pictures, thus
signifying that there is no discrimina-
tion against the film industry in this

respect.

'Movietime' Plans Discussed

"Movietime U. S. A." plans in gen-
eral also were discussed, but no board
action was necessary since arrange-
ments for the coming star tours and
for advertising program are progress-
ing under the supervision of COMPO
administrators.

Depinet pointed out that the indus-
try appears to have "lost touch" since

the last war with ways and means of

cooperating in civil defense. He urged
that steps be taken by COMPO to
correct this.

In his report to the meeting,
Mayer observed that concerning
COMPO "everybody paid and
still pays lip service to unity.
Very few pay more."

He reviewed the organization's ac-

tivities of the past year, including its

refutations of the Life magazine at-

tack on the industry, its success in

promoting favorable articles in Look,
Coronet, Cue, American, People To-
day, and other periodicals.

.After citing these and other
COMPO achievements and presenting
a program for the future, Mayer said:

Herbert J. Yates, president, notes that

the company's indebtedness to banks
was reduced during the year to $1,-

805,546, compared with indebtedness

of $3,086,100 at the end of the pre-

vious fiscal year. Yates adds that

foreign operations improved during
the year, with current assets of for-

eign subsidiaries increasing to $2,-

260,256 last year, compared with

$1,697,477 the previous year.

Yates' report states that efforts to

effect the removal of restrictions

"which had prevented us from releas-

ing our pictures to television" were
successful in late 1951, and Republic
organized Hollywood Television Ser-

vice and acquired Major Film Labor-
atories to engage in TV activities.

"The future is in your hands. It will

be decided at this meeting, today and
tomorrow. If you don't really believe

in the benefits of united action, let's

call it off and call it off at once. Call

it off forever. We have more than
enough money in the treasury to pay
off everybody, to settle our bills and
to settle COM'PO. Personally, I think
that would be a colossal blunder and
a terrible commentary for all the

world to read, on our lack of leader-

ship and our lack of statesmanship,

but it would be less of a disaster to

all of us than to maintain an industry

organization ineffective and insignifi-

cant, hat in hand, constantly begging
for support, neither honored nor re-

spected in our own ranks and conse-
quently without honor or respect in

the ranks of others."

PARAMOUNT
TRADE SHOWS
"Tuesday, Feb. 26, 1952

• • •

JOSE FERRER
in

A PERLBERG-SEATON Production

^ANYTHING
CAN HAPPEN

Co-starring

Kim Hunter
with KURT KASZNAR • Produced by WILLIAIVI PERLBERG

Directed by GEORGE SEATON

Written for the screen by

GEORGE SEATON and GEORGE OPPENHEIIVIER

From the book by George and Helen Papashvily

CITY PLACE OF SCREENING TIME

ALBANY FOX SCREENING ROOM, 1052 Broadway 7:30 P.M.

ATLANTA . .PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 154 Walton St., N.W 2 P.M.

BOSTON PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 58-62 Berkeley Street 2:30 P.M.

BUFFALO PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 464 Franklin Street 2 P.M.

CHARLOHE PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 305-7 South Church Street JO A.M.

CHICAGO PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1306 South Michigan Avenue 1:30 P.M.

CINCINNATI PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1214 Central Parkway 2 P.M.

CLEVELAND PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1735 Eost 23rd Street 8:15 P.M.

DALLAS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 400 North Preston Street 2:30 P.M.

DENVER PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 2100 Stout Street 3.30 P.M.

DES MOINES PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1125 High Street 7 P.M.

DETROIT PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 479 Ledyard Avenue 2:30 P.M.

INDIANAPOLIS .PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 116 West Michigan Street 10 A.M.

JACKSONVILLE FLORIDA STATE THEA. SCREENING ROOM, Florida Thea. BIdg. . . 7:30 P.M.

KANSAS CITY PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1800 Wyandotte Street 2 P.M.

LOS ANGELES PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1613 West 20th Street h30 P.M.

MEMPHIS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 362 South Second Street 12:15 NOON
MILWAUKEE PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1121 North Eighth Street 2 P.M.

MINNEAPOLIS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1201 Currie Avenue 2 P.M.

NEW HAVEN PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 82 State Street 2 P.M.

*NEW ORLEANS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 215 South Liberty Street 10:30 A.M.

NEW YORK CITY. . .PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1501 Broadway (9th Fl.) 2:30 P.M.

OKLAHOMA CITY. .PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 701 West Grand Avenue 10:30 A.M.

OMAHA PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1704 Davenport Street I P.M.

PHILADELPHIA PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 248 North 12th Street 2 P.M.

PinSBURGH PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1727 Boulevard of Allies 1/ A.M.

PORTLAND PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 909 N. W. 19th Avenue 2 P.M.

ST. LOUIS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 2949-2953 Olive Street V A.M.

SALT LAKE CITY PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 270 East 1st South Street 1:30 P.M.

SAN FRANCISCO. . .PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 205 Golden Gote Ave 2 P.M.

SEAHLE MODERN THEATRE SUPPLY PROJ. ROOM, 2400 Third Ave 1:30 P.M.

WASHINGTON PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 306 H Street, N.W 2:30 P.M.

NOTE: Will be shown on Monday, February 25th, only m New Orlear^s.
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SENSATIONAL
IS JAMES MASON AS THE FABULOUS SPY
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OF THE TEHERAN CONFERENCE AND THE

TIME AND PLACE OF THE D-DAY LANDINGSIII

irS ALL TRUE!! ^ FILfAED ON THE STREETS OF
miNKARA AND ISTANBUL!

There's No Business Like



MOTION PICTURE

DAILY
VOL. 71. NO. 37 NEW YORK, U.S.A., MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1952 TEN CENTS

Tradewise.

.

. |Compo Urges

^Red' Charges

Be Corrected

By SHERWIN KANE

TTHE current issue of Life maga-
zinc returns, in a full page edi-

torial to the subject of "Hollywood
and TV" with as confused and con-

fusing a hodge-podge of observa-

tions, canards and misinformation

as distinguished its first essay on
the subject last August.

Its purpose, apparently, is to

cover up the embarrassment of

Life's editors over the continuing

healthy presence of the "corpse"
which they laid to rest some six

months ago. That and, perhaps, an
attempt to explain to some of their

presumably bewildered readers how
the "corpse" escaped from the

grave and continues to light up the

main streets of every city and vil-

lage in the world with its blazing

marquees, its colorful posters and
its merchandise of cheer, romance
and information.

•

• The new editorial sounds as

though Life's editors are most re-

sentful that the industry has not
obliged them by folding up.

It terms the elder one a "diag-

nosis" of the motion picture-tele-

vision problem.
If it was, the diagnostician con-

cluded that the motion picture pa-
tient was suffering from an incur-

able malady and all that remained
was to call in the undertaker.

The pretense of Life's current
position is that there was no such
ghastly mistake made by it last Au-
gust. The ills of the industry, it

now suggests, are attributable to

other and different afiflictions.

For example. Life's editorial now
states : "It would be too much to

say that Hollywood has stopped
making stereos and stinkers ; it

hasn't." It also accuses "23,000

movie theatres" of blackmail and
conspiracy to prevent the sale of

films to television. Also, it flatly

asserts that Hollywood's "Elder
Statesmen" have no heart for any
contest with television competition.
Whether innocently misguided or

deliberately determined to provoke
and injure motion pictures. Life's
current editorial further garbles the
record. It is a disservice to its

readers and merits only the scorn
of the motion picture industry.

The resolution adopted by the

Council of Motion Picture Organi-
zations at its meeting here on
Thursday "demands" that the House
Committee on Un-American Activities
"correct at once the injustice its re-
port has done to the good name" of the
industry and its members.
The committee's report criticized

the industry for allegedly being dila-

tory in ridding Hollywood of Com-
munists and inferred that Communists

(^Continued on page 4)

20th-Fox to Ask
For Review of

Brookside Case
An application for a review of the

Brookside judgement which awarded
$1,225,000 to the Kansas City Brook-
side Theatre in its trust suit against
eight distributors will be made to the
U. S. Supreme Court within the next
few weeks by 20th Century-Fox.
A spokesman said company attor-

neys will seek a writ of certiorari

(Continued on page 2)

SKOURAS ELECTED
COMPO PRESIDENT

What the COMPO
Meeting Did

Refuted, and demanded a cor-
rection of the House Un-Ameri-
can Activities Committee's criti-

cism of the industry on Com-
munism.

Elected Spyros P. Skouras
president, succeeding Ned E.
Depinet.
Approved a new method of

levying dues.

Authorized a committee to
study the advisability of con-
ducting a campaign to reduce
the Federal admission tax.

Canvassed plans for future
activities.

$437MO Columbia
26-Week Profit
Columbia Pictures' net profit for

the 26-week period ended Dec. 29,

1951 was $437,000, compared to $660,-

000 in the same period in the previous
year, a comparative estimated con-
solidated statement discloses.

Operating profit was $572,000, com-
pared to $1,160,000 for the same period

(Continued on page 2)

Compo Adopts a Flat-Rate

Dues Assessment Program
A new assessment arrangement stipulating flat-rate payments by in-

dividual theatres based on seating and car capacity was adopted by the

Council of Motion Picture Organizations board on Thursday, the final

day of the two-day annual COMPO meetings here.

Distributors will match the exhibi-

June 28 Target for

20th-Fox Divorce

The target date for effecting the

divorcement of 20th Century-Fox into

two separate companies as provided
in the consent decree is June 28, one
year ahead of schedule, it was learned

here at the weekend.
June 28 was selected because that

(Continued on page 2)

tors' dues payments, as was the case
under the financing system which has

been replaced. The former system,

which proved to be inefifective for the

most part, called for exhibitor con-
tributions of one-tenth of one per cent

of film rentals.

It was estimated by the board that

the new arrangement could yield

$200,000 a year from exhibitors and,
naturally, another $200,000 from dis-

tributors.

Conceived by Trueman T. Rem-
(Continued on page 4)

Succeeds Depinet; No
Executive V-P Named;
TESMA-TEDA Admitted

By CHARLES L. FRANKE
Spyros P. Skouras, president of

20th Century-Fox, on Thursday
was elected president of the Council
of Motion Picture Organizations

at the closing

session of the
two-day annual
meeting here.
Word of his

election was
cabled to Skou-
ras, who is in

Zurich, Switzer-
land, on busi-

ness.

In another
action, the
COMPO board
adopted a reso-
lution indicting

as "unfair and
unjust" the -re-

port of the House Un-American Ac-
tivities Committee on communism in

Hollywood, and demanded that the
injustice done be corrected at once.

Herman Robbins was elected
COMPO treasurer and Sidney Schrei-
ber, secretary. Election of a succes-
sor to Arthur L. Mayer, executive

(Continued on page 4)

Spyros Skouras

O'Doniiell and Cole

Head AdmissionTax
Committee ofCompo
At the final session on Thursday of

the two-day Council of Motion Pic-
ture Organizations' meeting here, Ned
E. Depinet, retiring president, named
Robert J. O'Donnell and Col. H. A.
Cole, both of Texas, national co-
chairmen of a committee which will

explore the advisability of an industry
campaign against admission taxes.

Also named by Depinet were the
following who will serve as regional
chairmen of the committee : Morton
Thalhimer, Virginia; Trueman T.
Rembusch, Indiana ; Nathan Yamins,
New England

;
Harry Brandt, New

(Continued on page 2)

///THE African Queen' wut rank
WITH THE YEAR'S BEST FILMS!"-c.r.n.,

I^lg^w^^^^ And with its Biggest Money-Makers . . . thru UA

j,
HUMPHREY KATHARINE

BOGART • HEPBURN
Produced by S. P. EAGLE

Directed by JOHN HUSTON
f

Color by TECHNICOLOR
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Theatre Ceiling
Falls, Injures 60

Cincinnati, Feb. 24.— More
than 60 patrons were injured,
eight seriously, when one-
third of the ceiling of the
Roosevelt Theatre, Downtown
subsequent-run, collapsed. All
of the injured were taken to
General Hospital. An audience
of approximately 300 fled in
near panic. The theatre is a
unit of the circuit operated
by Jack F. Goldman.

Personal
Mention
WILLIAM J. H EI NEMAN,

United Artists vice-president in

charge of domestic distribution, is

scheduled to return here from the

Coast on Wednesday.
•

Bob Hope was honored by the Har-
vard Club of Southern California at

their annual dinner in Hollywood on

Friday, at which time a Bob Hope
Scholarship Fund was inaugurated.

•

Hugh Owen, Paramount's Eastern-

Southern division manager, will re-

turn here today from Boston.
•

Herman Cohen, associate producer

for Jack Broder Productions, will

arrive here today from Hollywood.
•

Sol Schwartz^ RKO Theatres
president, has returned here from the

Coast.
•

M. YoNA Friedman, Israeli produc-

er, has returned home from here.

Color Set for 40%
Of U. A. Product

Hollywood, Feb. 24.—Forty per
cent of United Artists' product for

the coming year will be in color by
Technicolor, Max Youngstein, UA
vice-president and national director of

advertising-publicity, disclosed here as

he departed by plane for New York.
Meanwhile, Arthur Krim, UA pres-

ident, who is remaining on the Coast
for another two weeks, will continue

to negotiate deals looking toward an
additional 28 productions over a peri-

od. Among the most important nego-
tiations reported to be in progress is

a deal with Samuel Goldwyn. Other
key deals in negotiation are with Sam
Spiegel and the Music Corporation of

America, for several pictures each,

and with the Bank of America on a
new production-financing plan.

20th-Fox Divorce
(Continued from page 1)

is the date which marks the end of

20th-Fox's second quarter and proves
a convenient breaking off point as far

as the company's books are concerned.
The terms of the consent decree called

for the divorcement by June of 1953.

A company spokesman said that

divorcement plans are going ahead as

scheduled without complications. He
explained that National Theatres, the

exhibition outlet of 20th-Fox, has
been handled as a separate entity for

years, thereby making its divorce from
the production company simple.

In order to gain favorable tax con-

sideration, it was explained, one new
company will be formed instead of

two and that new company will be the

exhibition firm. The present heads of

the two firms, Spyros P. Skouras,

20th-Fox president, and Charles P.

Skouras, NT president, and respective

officers will head up the two separate

companies after divorcement.

Industry Pessimism
Scored by Johnston

There is no reason what-
ever for the pessimistic out-

look which some in the indus-

try now have, Eric A. Johns-

ton, Motion Picture Associa-

tion of America president, de-

clared in an address before

the COMPO board here on
Thursday. He supported this

assertion by citing figures

which indicated that the

spending power of the public

today is 38 per cent greater

than it was in 1939.

If the industry wants its

"cut," Johnston declared, it

must cease its internecine

squabbling and unite in com-
batting the difficulties that

stand in the way of greater

returns.

O'Donnell and Cole
(Continued from page 1)

York ; Abe Berenson, Louisiana ; Rob-
ert Livingston, Nebraska ; E. D. Mar-
tin, North and South Carolina, and
H. V. (Rotus) Harvey, California.

Six Additional Members
The national committee, which in-

cludes the regional chairmen, will con-

sist also of six additional members
each of Allied and the Theatre Own-
ers of America, two more members
of Western Theatre Owners, and two
additional members each of the Inde-

pendent Theatre Owners Association
of New York and the Metropolitan
Motion Picture Theatres Association.

Herman M. Levy, of TOA, and

Abram F. Myers, of Allied, were
named counsel to the committee. Hen-
derson M. Richey was named com-
mittee secretary ; Oscar Doob, coordi-

nator, and A. Julian Brylawski was
assigned the post of Washington ex-

ecutive.

20th-Fox to Ask
(Continued from page 1)

from the court, explaining that such a

course is the only one to follow sub-

sequent to the decision handed down
recently by the St. Louis U. S. Cir-

cuit Court of Appeals favoring the

Brookside Theatre.
Other defendants to the suit are

Loew's, Paramount, Warner, RKO
Pictures, Universal, United Artists

and Columbia.
The amount awarded by the origi-

nal trial court, recently upheld, with

interest by the Appeals Court, was for

damages claimed in 1936 and 1937 by
the Brookside Corp. because of in-

ability to obtain a run of product for

their houses.

Columbia Profits
(Continued from page 1)

in 1950. Estimated provision for

taxes for the half-year in 1951 was
at $135,000, compared to $500,000 in

1950, while earnings per share of

common stock for the 1951 period

was to be 45 cents, compared to 77

cents in the previous year.

Newsreel

Parade
'T^HE Atlantic storms and Willie

-I Sutton's arrest are current neivs-

rcel highlights. Other items include

sports and fashions. Complete con-

tents foil oil'

:

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 17.—Atlantic
storm splits tankers. Finger man in Sut-
ton arrest. 5'5' Midway's eagles in war
drill. Fashions from South of the border.

Winter Olympics. Auto race.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 251—Atlantic
storm claims two more ships. Atomic pro-
gress for peace. Photoplay award for "The
Great Caruso." Carnival time. AutO' race.

Rodeo. Winter Olympics.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. S4r-Prelude
to Lenten season. Riot marks Red oppo-
sition to rearmament. Fashions for the
gentry. Atlantic storm splits two tankers.
Winter Olympics.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 8-B—Ger-
mans to arm again. San Francisco housing
story. Aid India's farm program. Sutton
caught. Ballet troupe. Winter Olympics.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. S37—Winter
Olympics. Carnivals in Italy and Austria.
Sports wear in England. Rodeo in Cali-

fornia. Auto race in Florida.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. S6—New
atomic pile. Storm in Atlantic blasts tank-
er in half. Riots protest Western Germany
rearmament. Eric Johnston named to
"Point Four" post. Auto racing. Winter
Olympics.

UPT Will Follow
Para. Before FCC
Washington, Feb. 24.—The Federal

Communications Commission's Para-
mount hearing wound up its fifth

week over the weekend with Para-
mount expected to finish off its case
by the middle of next week, and
United Paramount Theatres witnesses
to follow.

Currently on the stand for Para-
mount is general counsel Austin C.

Keough, who has so far been called

upon to answer questions relating to

Paramount's anti-trust history, trade

practices and theatre dealings. After
FCC counsel and attorneys for Allen
B. DuMont Laboratories finish cross-

questioning Keough, the next and final

Paramount witness will be Klaus
Landsberg, manager of Paramount
Television Production's Los Angeles
Television station, KTLA.

MPIC Pledges Aid

To Schary Vs. WEC
Hollywood, Feb. 24.—Motion Pic-

ture Industry Council, at a regular

monthly meeting last night, pledged
its support to Dore Schary in the

latter's $1,250,000 suit against Wage
Earners Committee. The same sub-
committee assigned a month ago to

aid Stanley Kramer in his suit against

WEC will aid Schary.
MPIC discussed the recent Un-

American Activities committee report

charging Hollywood with indiiference

to Communists in the industry, but
took no immediate action, in view of

the fact that the statement of the

Council of Motion Picture Organiza-
tions, issued today, represents the
MPIC stand.

in Brief . . .

T. E. Laird, who left the United
Artists sales force several months ago,
will rejoin the company on March 3
as manager in Dallas, it was reported
here by William J. Heineman, UA's
distribution vice-president.

Laird will replace Claude York
who has resigned to enter another
business on March 15.

•

Washington, Feb. 24. — Federal
Communications Commission Chair-
man Wayne Coy has resigned, declar-
ing he owes it to his family to seek
a better-paying job with private in-
dustry. Coy had been FCC chairman
since December, 1947. Observers
think that with the current difficulty of
getting outside men to fill government
posts. President Truman would have
to promote one of the FCC's top staff
officials to the job of commissioner,
and name one of the present commis-
sioners as chairman.

•
Los Angeles, Feb. 24.—Charles P.

Skouras, president of National Thea-
tres, will be honored for his leader-
ship in the field of human relations at
the second annual Brotherhood testi-

monial dinner at the Ambassador Ho-
tel on Thursday,

•

Mrs. Kenneth McEldowney, film
production executive and wife of the
producer of "The River," will ad-
dress 250 New York City high school
teachers at the High School of Per-
forming Arts tomorrow afternoon in
the second session of a weekly motion
picture course for teachers sponsored
by the New York City Board of
Education.

85 Republic Films
Sold to WATV
Newark, Feb. 24.—The purchase

of 85 Republic Western films, pro-
duced from 1937 to 1944, from Holly-
wood Television Service, a Republic
Pictures subsidiary, was disclosed
here by Robert Paskow, film director
for the station.

The purchase price for the package
was reported to be in the neighbor-
hood of $60,000.

All of the films have been edited
down to 53 minutes and will be shown
in the Metropolitan area of Newark
exclusively by WATV over the next
18 months, it was stated.
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Arthur Sachson Enterprises presents A Jacques Bar Production

Joan Greenwood (by Permission of the J. Arthur Rank Organization)

Bourvil in "MR. PEEK-A-BOO" • Directed by Jean Boyer

Produced by Jacques Bar . Screenplay by Jean Boyer and

Michael Audlard . Based on a story by Marcel Aym§
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Elect Skouras
(Continued from page 1)

Ned Depinet

vice-president, was deferred until after

consultation with Skouras.

The nominating committee,
which was headed by Jack Ali-

coate, signified its selection of

Skouras in a resolution which
paid high tribute to both the
new president and to Ned E.

Depinet, retiring president. The
COMPO meeting voted unani-
mously in favor of the resolu-

tion's adoption.

"The committee wishes to make
clear," the resolution read, "that its

conclusions de-

rive from the

extraordinarily

high standards

already laid

down by Mr.
Depinet. Thus
we believe that

our new presi-

dent must be-

lieve squarely
in the unity of

the industry and
must, through
his record, pub-
lic and private,

have demon-
strated his ded-

ication to this principle. He must be

a man of the highest personal integ-

rity and the deepest professional ca-

pacity."

The resolution, which was read to

the meeting by Leonard Spigelgass,

who wrote it, continued, in part

:

"After due and thorough considera-

tion, your nominating committee sub-

mits to you as its candidate for your
president a gentleman who ideally fills

all these qualifications and supple-

ments them with his own great per-

sonal enthusiasm, almost spiritual in

its intensity, the distinguished presi-

dent of 20th Century-Fox Film Corp.,

Mr. Spyros P. Skouras."
S. H. Fabian at once seconded the

motion.

It was learned following the
COMPO meeting that plans were
made to have
the resolution

i n d i cting the

Un - Ameri-
can Activities

Committee re-

port read in

early editions of

the five major
newsreels. This
means that the

meeting follow-

ed through on
a suggestion of

Gael .Sullivan

that the screens

of the nation's

theatres inform
the public of the injustice of the re-

port. .Attempts will be made also to
get the widest possible newspaper
coverage, both national and local, and
to have the COMPO resolution read
into the Congressional Record.

The meeting voted to invite
the Theatre Equipment Supply
Manufacturers and Theatre
Equipment Dealers Associa-
tions to become members of
COMPO. Admission fee for
each will be S500, and annual
dues will be determined later.

At the final session, Norman Glass-
man. Xew England exhibitor, urged
COMPO to issue a condemnation of

Hprman Bobbins

Text of COMPO Reply to

House Group on 'Reds'

(Continued from page 1)

might have influenced the content of

films.

The COMPO resolution, flatly de-

nying both allegations, will be in-

cluded in early releases of all five

newsreels for distribution and exhibi-

tion throughout the country.

Following is the text of the

COMPO resolution:

WHEREAS the Council of Mo-
tion Picture Organizations, repre-

senting all branches and phases of

the motion picture industry, de-

plores the unfair and unjust report

of the House Committee on Un-
American Activities on communism
in Hollywood, and resents the re-

port's indictment of an entire in-

dustry for the past activities of a

misguided or vicious few; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED: That the

Council give the widest possible

publicity to the following facts:

The statement in the Committee's
report that Hollywood has not at-

tempted to rid itself of communist
influence by "positive and deter-

mined steps" is contrary to a state-

ment made on May 17 last by the

Committee's Chairman, Representa-
tive John S. Wood of Georgia. Ad-
dressing a Committee hearing.

Chairman Wood said: "I would like

to make a statement that I have
gone to some considerable pains
personally to advise myself as to

the attitude of responsible producers
in the motion picture industry, and
I know at this time they are spend-
ing literally thousands and thou-
sands of dollars undertaking to

screen the backgrounds of all per-

sons now employed in essential

positions in the industry, and they
are exercising a great deal of dili-

gence in that respect."

The Motion Picture Industry in

1947 discharged those who refused

to testify before the Committee and
announced its policy that it would
not employ known communists.
Multiple damage suits were brought
against the industry as a conse-
quence. The motion picture pro-
ducers comprise the only manage-
ment group in America that suffered

legal consequences as far back as

1947 to rid itself of communist ele-

ments. Virtually on the very day on
which the Committee's report was
issued, a Federal jury in Los An-
geles found for the plaintiffs in a
suit brought by former employees
discharged for their contempt of

the Congress.
Indeed, as far back as 1946, cer-

tain labor and talent groups, con-
scious of the communist effort to

infiltrate them, took successful dem-
ocratic action to eliminate small but
vocal communist minorities from
leadership in those groups.

This was but a small part of the
industry's role in the fight against
our country's enemies. Since the be-
ginning, through war and through
peace, all segments of our industry
have consistently supported Amer-
ica's democratic cause at home and
abroad. Our facilities, our man-
power and our resources have al-

ways been made available to the
people of this nation.

Our films have always been the
chief source of this nation's enter-

tainment. We have always been
conscious of the tremendous re-

sponsibility that goes with this pub-
lic trust. It is all the more extraor-
dinary, then, that the Committee's
report should insinuate that sub-
versive propaganda has crept into
our films. The facts are that not a
single scene, not a single word of
communist propaganda has ever
been shown or spoken in our pic-

tures. Anybody who has followed
the American screen should know
that. Had the Committee not con-
sistently rejected our repeated in-

vitations to screen our product, it

wold know that the insinuations in

its report are baseless.
The Council of Motion Picture

Organizations, speaking for the
owners and employees of the thou-
sands of theatres all over America,
for the producers and for the dis-

tributors, for the artists and for the
craftsmen of Hollywood, reiterates

its determination to oppose com-
munism at all times, reasserts its

faith in the deep and real patriotism
of the industry, and demands that
the Committee, in all fairness, cor-
rect at once the injustice its report
has done to the good name of these
thousands of Americans.

producers who release regular theatri-

cal films to television. Glassman was
reminded, however, that COMPO's
by-laws excludes consideration of trade

practices, although it was pointed out
by many members that they were in

sympathy with the complaint. Depinet
suggested that the sale of films to tele-

vision be included on the agenda of

the COMPO round-table meeting in

Hollywood July 23.

Depinet appointed Wilbur Snaper,
Harry Brandt, Fabian and Fred
Schwartz a committee which will

weigh the suggestion that theatre col-

lections be made once a year in be-
half of the Health Week program of

the Lasker Foundation. The program
includes a large number of charities

whicli individually would stand no
chance of receiving such assistance.

Deijinet reminded the meeting that

the distribution companies will make
no e.xpenditure for the production and
release of the planned new series of

industry goodwill short subjects, other
than $1,000 for the publication of press-
books. On Wednesday the COMPO
board passed a resolution requesting
that the 30 trustees of the $40,000
earned from the showing of the pre-
vious shorts series make that sum
available for the production of the
new films.

The meeting voted that the
new COMPO executive vice-

president be empowered to rep-
resent the organization before
the Federal Communications
Commission in the forthcoming
hearing of the industry's appeal
for theatre television channels.

The two-day parley, which was
heavily attended and which bore evi-

dence of a stronger trend toward
unity within COMPO ranks, ended
following the voicing of a number of

tributes : Depinet spoke in praise of

the COMPO staff', mentioning parti-

Hollywood Report
Severely Attacked
Washington, Feb. 24. — The

Washington Post has editori-

ally attacked as a "fuzzy in-

dictment" the recent House
Un-American Activities Com-
mittee report on "Reds" and
Hollywood.

"If any industry has been
on guard against possible
Communist efiforts to use it,

it has been the motion pic-

ture industry," the editorial

declared. "Indeed, Hollywood
went completely overboard in
its zeal to prove itself anti-

Communist after the 1947 in-

vestigation. It should have
realized that even its excess
of zeal would have no merit
in the eyes of investigators
seeking only more scape-
goats."

Compo Dues Program
(Continued from page 1)

busch, former president of national
Allied, the new system provides for
the following payments by regular
theatres : $10 per year for theatres of

500 seats or less
; $15 if seating capa-

city is between 500 and 750; $25 if

between 750 and 1,000
; $50 if between

1,000 and 2,500, and $100 yearly for
all theatres with seating capacities

over 2,500.

Drive-in assessments will be as fol-

lows : car capacity up tO' 300, $10 per
year

;
capacity between 300 and 500

cars, $15; between 500 and 600, $25,
and for drive-ins with car capacities

over 600, $50.
Prior to being approved by the

COMPO board, which voted for it

unanimously, the new financing plan
was studied and sanctioned by a spe-

cial COMPO committee, headed by
Rembusch, which was appointed at the
meeting by Ned E. Depinet, retiring

COMPO' president. Others on the
committee were Sam Kirby, Oscar A.
Doob, Harry Brandt, H. V. (Rotus)
Harvey and Ben Kalmenson.
Matching distributor dues payments

will be cleared through the Motion
Picture Association of America, and
each distributor's remittances will be
apportioned on the basis of its annual
gross rental record as kept by the
MPAA.

It may take a little time to get the

new system rolling, but this is the

way COMPO will go about activating

it ; a committee made up of exhibi-

tion representatives will be set up in

each exchange area to make arrange-
ments for facilitating payments by ex-
hibitors ; these committees very likely

will be manned by the same persons
who have been serving as "Movie-
time" committeemen in their areas

;

COMPO headquarters will publish

literature about the new dues arrange-
ment for distribution throughout the

industry; later the COMPO budget
for each exchange area will be based
on the territorial earnings percentage
figures carried by the MPAA.
Film salesmen will assist in collect-

ing dues if and when such assistance

is needed, it was agreed at the
meeting.

cularly Robert W. Coyne, general
counsel, and Charles E. McCarthy, in-

formation director ; Pinanski lauded
the work of Depinet and the board as

a whole, and Fabian voiced COMPO's
parting tribute to Mayer.



. . . 'Tor significance to motion

pictures end for having revolu-

tionized the industry's most im-

portant branch—the newsreel"...

"HISTORY-IN-THE

MAKING SERIES"

The only series produced that

tells the full story behind

the most exciting years in

the world's history.

These winners are once again

making box-office history!

Theatrical Sales Manager

369 Lexington Avenue

New York 17, N.Y.

Buy it Book it NOW!
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TEN CENTS

Holiday Sends

BVay Grosses

Climbing High

'Fingers' Hits $125,000;

A Big $92,000 for 'Queen'

Broadway grosses, reflecting ro-

bust holiday weekend business rolled

up in many sections of the country,

zoomed this week with 20th Cen-
tury-Fox's "Five Fingers" breaking
the weekend record at the Roxy and
United Artists' "African Queen"
chalking up a smash $92,000 for its

opening week at the Capitol.

The box-office holiday "up-
beat" was exper'enced also by
many holdover attractions.

At the Roxy, which also features

Dorothy Lamour on stage, a terrific

$125,000 is forecast for the opening
stanza of "Five Fingers" which did a
record-breaking $87,500 for the week-
end. It opened there on \\'ashington's
Birthday.

The business realized by "African
Queen" at the Capitol makes it one of
the top attractions of that Broadway

(Coi'tiiined on page 8)

New England Unit

Promotes Several

Boston-. Feb. 25. — The recently-
announced switch of Ben Rosenberg
from Xew England Theatres here to
take over the operation of Penn-
Paramount, a United Paramount The-
atres subsidiary in \\'ilkes Barre, Pa.
has resulted in Harry Browning as-
suming the district managership of
theatres formerly handled by Rosen-
berg in Southeastern Massachusetts,

(Continued on page 8)

Reports Theatre TV
Color Switch Easy

Washington, Feb. 25.—Informa-
tion compiled by the National Pro-
duction -Authority indicates that very
little scarce material or engineering
talent would be used if the agency
permitted color TV in theatres. "Af.
I understand it," an NP.A. spokes-
man said here ttxlay, "it's a simple
conversicjn problem, and would have
very little impact on the defense pro-
gram."

This official refused to say whether
the odds favored a continued ban on
home color television.

UPT, RKO Report
Holiday Spurt
A healthy spurt in holiday

weekend business throughout
the country was disclosed
here yesterday by United
Paramount Theatres.
Robert O'Brien, UPT secre-

tary-treasurer, said that man-
agers report grosses "sub-
stantially greater" for this
year's George Washington's
Birthday holiday weekend as
compared to last year's.
Similar reports of good hol-

iday weekend business came
from Sol Schwartz, RKO
Theatres president, and a
spokesman for the Walter
Reade circuit.

June 9-11 Set for
Big COMPO
Meeting in Dallas

D.ALL.As, Feb. 25.—Plans for a
"Texas COMPO Conference" were
disclosed here by Paul Short, repre-
senting the executive chairmen of the
Te.xas Council of Motion Picture Or-
ganizations showmen. Slated for Dal-
las, June 9-11, the meeting will bring
together approximately l,(iOO theatre
executives and managers, as well as
leaders from other branches of the in-
dustry.

The purpose of the conference will
be "to plan and inspire a farsighted in-

dustry-exhibitor-community public re-
lations program that will be aggres-
sive, progressive and strictly affirma-
tive."

Karl Hoblitzelle, president of
Interstate Theatres, has envisaged the

(Continued on page 9)

Defers Para. Trade

Practice Queries

Washington, Feb. 25.—Federal
Communications Commission counsel
Frederick Ford said he would defer
until the end of the current Para-
mount hearings all questions on the
company's past and present dealings
with "specific theatres."

Ford said he needed more time to

decide what Mtuations to explore and
which \\itne-~--es to put the questions
to, and therefore he would put off this

line of questioning until all other is-

sues and testimony iiad been com-
pleted. Needed witnesses vi'Ould be
recalled then, he said.

Meanwinile, the hearings entered
their sixth week before hearing ex-

(Continued on page 8)

Ticket Prices

Still Rising;

Near A Record
Washington, Feb. 25.—Admis-

sion prices in large cities turned
upward again in the last quarter
of 1951, the U. S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics reports.

The BLS collects price data
every three months in 18 large
cities and weighs the results to
reflect the situation in the 34
largest cities. Adult prices rose
during the final quarter to the
second highest point on record,
the index showed.

After hitting a peak in the first

quarter of 1951, 78 per cent above the
1935-39 base, adult prices dropped
during the second and third quarters

(Continued on page 8)

New Merchandising

Service From 20th

A new merchandising service w-as
launched nationally yesterday by 20th
Century-Fox to extend long-range aid
to its exhibitor customers. The new
service is in the form of a series of
special, merchandising preview folders
which will be part of the exploitation
ammunition offered exhibitors by the
20th-Fo.x sales force.

Prepared for activation months in

advance of the release of a picture,

each merchandising manual will pre-

sent advertising, publicity and exploi-

tation highlights which can be used at

the start of campaign planning. First

of the series going out is the folder

for "Belles on Their Toes."

US Counter-motions
On UPT Case Today
Government counter - mo-

tions in opposition to the
request of United Paramount
Theatres for more time to
divest 198 theatres will be
filed in New York Statutory
Court today, a Department of

Justice official disclosed.

He said that answering affi-

davats were served yesterday
on UPT officials, prior to to-

day's court filing. A hearing
on UPT's request seeking an
amendment to the govern-
ment consent decree has been
set for March 7 in Statutory
Court.

Arnall Reports

^Illegalities'

To Atty-Gen'l

Charges 'Trick' Bidding
Hits UPT Extension Bid

Ellis G. Arnall, who has taken
leave of absence from the presi-
dency of the Society of Independent
Motion Picture Producers to serve
as U. S. Price Stabilizer, has called
upon the Department of Justice in a
letter to Attorney-General J. Howard
McGrath to "fight to the fullest possi-
ble extent" United Paramount The-
atres'_ move to secure two additional
years' postponement of compliance
witli the Federal Court's divorce order.

The letter also charges the
existence in the industry of
"trick bidding, the split of
product and other such illegal
devices," and urges the Depart-
ment to police "assiduously, ag-
gressively and determinedly"
the anti-trust suit degrees.

"We of the Society," continues the
(Continued on page 9)

WASHINGTON, Feb. 25.—
House Speaker Rayburn
ruled today that House
committee meetings are
not to be broadcast or
televised, and House of-
ficials said the same
prohibition would apply
to newsreel filmings of
committee meetings.
He said the ban applied

whether the hearings were
in Washington or else-
where.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 25.—
Burton K. Wheeler, Zenith
Radio Corp. attorney, to-
day asked the Federal
Communcations Commission
to hold public hearings
with a view to authoriza-
tion of that company's
Phonevision and other
pay-as-you-go television
systems on a permanent
basis.
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Personal Mention N. Y. 'Times' Pays
Tribute to Blumherg
Nate J. Blumberg, president

of Universal Pictures, who is

celebrating his 40th year in

show business, was the sub-
ject of a special feature in

the New York Times on Sun-
day by Robert H. Fetridge.

The article concluded with
the following paragraphs: "In
1938, Universal Pictures, a
victim of the depression
along with many others in
the movie field, was listing

dangerously. The Laemmle
interests had sold out and a
new captain was needed. Nate
was elected president and, in
his early forties, assumed the
burden of rehabilitating the
once mighty concern.

"That extra touch of know-
how gained from his early ex-
perience supplied the needed
touch. He has been described
as a man endowed with both
creative vision and solid com-
mon sense."

Lowest Percentage
Of US Films Banned
The Italian Catholic Cine-

matographic Center's board

of review in 1951 banned from
showing on Italian screens

33 1/3 per cent of films im-

ported from France, 28 per

cent from Italy and only 10

per cent from the United
States, according to word re-

ceived here from Rome. In

the U. S. 90 odd per cent

of product receives guidance
under the Production Code.

The classification system
exercised by the CCC is sepa-
rate from the Italian govern-
ment's control over films. If

the government authorizes a
ban, the film must be with-
drawn from theatres. If the
CCC places a film in the "ex-
cluded" category, it can still

be shown but Catholics are
expected to follow the ruling
and stay away.

Seidelman Acquires

18 Religious Films

Samuel L. Seidelman's newly-
formed Eternal Film Corp. has ac-

quired world wide distribution rights

to a series of 18 30-minute subjects
titled "Christianity Through the Eyes
of the Masters," filmed in color in

and around the Vatican, the former
Eagle-Lion foreign department chief

annunced here yesterday. These sub-
jects are edited from 60,000 feet of

negative produced by Samuel Bron-
ston during 22 months spent in Italy

at a reputed cost of over $1,500,000.
The first six subjects, going into re-

lease in March, include St. Peter's
Excavations, which were front-page
news as a result of the search for St.

Peter's bones. Each subject is nar-
rated, with choral and organ music
background; narrators include Bob
Considine and Cy Harrice. Foreign
vesions will be made and no super-
imposed titled versions will be used.

As a result of a recent screening
for the Chaplains of the Armed
Forces, and upon the recommendation
of Catholic and Protestant Chaplains,
the Information and Education Divi-
sion of the Defense Department has
contracted for prints for the Armed
Forces throughout the world, Seidel-

man said.

One full-length feature, also in

color, is planned for this year, to be
Ijroduced in Rome and Israel.

Reischy Swerdlow in

U-I Branch Changes
Chicago, Feb. 25.—Ted Reisch,

sales manager of the Universal-In-
ternational branch here, has been pro-
moted to manager of the U-I San
Francisco branch succeeding Abe
Swerdlow, who is moving to lajs An-
geles to h«ad the branch there.

Reisch's post as sales manager here
will be taken over by Richard Graff
of the Ciiicago office. The promotion
is effective March 10.

MORT NATHANSON, Eastern
director of ad-publicity for Ho-

rizon Films, producers of "The Afri-

can Queen," has left here for Indian-

apolis, Kansas City, Memphis and
Nashville.

Harold Rubin, assistant to Leon
Goldberg, vice-president and treasurer

of Universal, is the author of a third

novel, "A Stone for Danny Fisher,"

to be published March 10 by Alfred

A. Knopf under the pen name of

Harold Robbins.
•

George Schneider, M-G-M music
librarian at the studios, has been

elected councilor of the American
Folklore Society and also elected an
active member of the Association In-

ternationale de Bibliotheque Musicales
in Paris.

•

William Pavone has been named
office manager and booker at the

Monogram exchange in New Haven,
succeeding Richard Cohen, who re-

signed to go into exhibition.
•

Barney Pitkin, RKO Radio
branch manager in New Haven, and
Mrs. Pitkin have become grandpar-
ents, with the birth of a son to the

Lewis Lyman's of New Rochelle,

N. Y.
•

Jerry Lass of Warner Brothers
home office art department has re-

signed to join the advertising firm of

Vente-Davis.
•

Robert Goldfarb, RKO Radio of-

fice manager, has returned here from
Florida.

Award $100,000 to

Cinema Amusements
Denver, Feb. 25.—A verdict reached

after 12 hours of deliberations gives

Cinema Amusements $100,000 in its

anti-trust suit running here since Jan-
uary 7 against RKO, Loew's and 20th-

Fox. Asking for $1,000,060 originally,

Thurman Arnold in closing arguments
asked for a minimum of $200,000' be-

cause the Paramount Theatre ex-

ceeded the Broadway's take by that

much during the period in 1945-46

covered by the trial. Plaintiffs will

argue for a new trial and treble dam-
ages next week.

Coy Named Time, Inc.

Consultant on Video
Wayne Coy, former chairman of the

Federal Communications Commission,
will become a consultant to Time, Inc.

Coy resigned his FCC post last

Thursday after four years and two
months of service.

NTFC to Hear Stott
Eastman's new three-color film

process will be the subject of a discus-

sion and demonstration by John G.

.Stott, vice-president of Tri-Art Lab-
oratories, when he speaks before the

membersliip of the National Television

Film C(;uncil at its luncheon-meeting
ill the Warwick Hotel here tomorrow.

TERRY TURNER, director of ex-

ploitation for RKO Radio, who
was rushed to Beth Israel Hospital in

Boston recently with a nasal hemor-
rhage, will leave the hospital for his

home here tomorrow. He has been
ordered to rest before returning to

his post.
•

Mrs. Rodney Toups, wife of the

manager of Loew's State Theatre,

New Orleans, was named chairman of

the women's division of the American
Red Cross's 1952 campaign in that

city.
•

Cecil B. DeMille has become a

great-grandfather with the birth of a

boy to his grand-daughter, Mrs.
George B. Griffin, III.

•

Edward Hendler, head booker at

the M-G-M Atlanta branch, has been
promoted to salesman. Samuel Mc-
CooK will replace him.

•

Mrs. Harry Lamont, wife of the

chairman of the Albany, N. Y., TOA,
is in Albany Hospital recovering from
an operation.

•

George Murphy left here yesterday
for Washington and will return to

Hollywood from there tomorrow.
•

Card Walker, Walt Disney pub-
licity representative at the Coast stu-

dio, has arrived in New York.
•

Harry B. French, Minnesota
Amusement Co. president, has left

Minneapolis for a three-week Florida
vacation.

•

Pandro Berman, M-G-M producer,
has gone to Ojai Valley in California.

Sell Six Interstate
Theatres to Novy
Dallas, Feb. 25.—Six Interstate

theatres have been sold to Louis No-
vy of Austin in conformance with the
consent decree whereby Interstate, a

subsidiary of United Paramount The-
atres, must divest itself of a number
of houses over a period of three years.

Novy, who shared ownership with
Interstate in several Austin houses,
will take control of the six houses on
March 1, at which time his partner-
ship with Interstate will cease. The
theatres are the Capitol and Rialto
here, the Queen and Texan in Austin,
and the Capitol and Rialto in Ama-
rillo.

*Blood Bank' in

Lobby of Roxy
In ceremonies attended by Armed

Forces and Red Cross officials, the

New York Roxy Theatre last night,

in conjunction with the Red Cross,

opened a "blood bank" in the theatre's

lobby. Dorothy Lamour, now appear-
ing on the Roxy stage, and Milton
Berle aided in the ceremonies, sur-

rounded by blood-mobile parapher-
nalia. Perspective blood donors will

sign pledges at the theatre for dona-
tions to be made later.

The need for copper scrap is urgent.
^SAVE THOSE COPPER DRIPPINGS.

Walsh Probes Labor

Issue at NY Pathe

Preparatory to replying to a
strike request from "white collar"
employes at Pathe Laboratories here,

R;ichard F. Walsh, lATSE interna-
tional president, has assigned Joseph
Basson, international representative,

to meet with company executives in

a final attempt to break the deadlock
in new contract negotiations with
"lA" Motion Picture Home Office

Employes Local No. H-63.
Basson, Russell M. Moss, H-63

executive vice-president, and Harold
Spivak, the local's attorney, will con-
fer with Pathe officials later this

week.

'Bend' Promotion Film
"Far Horizons," a five-minute color

in Technicolor film, produced to pro-

mote Universal-International's "Bend
of the River," is being offered free to

exhibitors booking the picture.

NEW YORK THEATRES

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL
Rockefeller Center

CECIL B. DeMILLE'S

"THE GREATEST SHOW
ON EARTH"

Color by TECHNICOLOR
plus

SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION

WALT DISNEY'S

SNOW WHITE
and fhe SEVEN DWARFS

Color by Technicolor
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THE MIGHTIEST BOXOFFICE REVIEWS

OF THE YEAR!

"Very big boxoffice-wise!"

— Film Daily

''A walloping boxoffice suc-

cess! — Film Bulletin

''One of the big successes of

the year!"

—Showmen's Trade Review

"Top notch entertainment,

excellently performed!"

— Variety

"Will deliver at the boxoffice!"

-M. p. Herald

"Should prove highly profitable!

Hair raising adventure, strange

romance!" — BoxofRee

"So wonderful, I saw it twice!

Hepburn and Bogart never

better!" —Louella Parsons

"Deserving of preferred place

on your 'must see' list!"

—Jimmy Fidler

"Will rank with the year's

best films!" —Coronet

"Bright boxoffice pros-

pects!" — Hollywood Reporter

"Special Merit Award! Too wonderful

and absorbing for advance description!"

— Parents* Magazine

m
HORIZON PICTURES PRESENTS HUMPHREY BOGART • KATHARINE HEPBURN
in'THE AFRICAN QUEEN"coiorby technicolor w,th ROBERT MORLEY
and PETER BULL • THEODORE BIKEL • WALTER GOTELL • PETER SWANWICK • RICHARD MARNER
Produced by S. P. EAGLE Directed by JOHN HUSTON • Director of Photography Jack Cardiff

Based on the novel "THE AFRICAN QUEEN" by C. S. FORESTER Adapted for the screen by JAMES
AGEE and JOHN HUSTON -A HORIZON ROH^ULUS PRODUCTION • Released thru UNITED ARTISTS
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Reviews
"The Pride of St. Louis"
(20th Century-Fox)

THE LIFE OF DIZZY DEAN, so representative a part of the American
scene, has been brought to the screen with an alert awareness of enter-

tainment values in this 20th Century-Fox production. Dan Dailey, always an
engaging performer, portrays "the pride of St. Louis,'' with Joanne Dru play-

ing the business girl he marries. The picture adds up to pleasing entertain-

ment. For the baseball fan it is something for his "must" list.

Herman J. Alankiewicz's screenplay starts with a major league scout
finding a barefoot twirler down in Houston. The kid, of course, is Dizzy and
he is signed up. His rapid advance, as well as that of his ball-playing brother,

Paul Dean (Richard Crenna), is a matter of well-known baseball history.

Throughout his life, Dizzy radiated a swaggering arrogance that was more
genial than offensive in quality. Along with Dizzy's advance there runs his

courtship days with Miss Dru and their marriagee.

Dizzy, of course, reaches the pinnacle of his profession, with difficulties

and incidents breaking out here and there. Gradually age takes hold of him
and he starts his downward descent. With this comes moodiness, and differ-

ences with Miss Dru that culminate in a marital splitup. Dizzy sinks into

the minor leagues and then complete failure. Fortunately he gets hold of

himself, accepts a broadcast offer, and winds up as a colorful baseball com-
mentator. Dizzy's English provokes the protest of school teacher groups, but

that is finally ironed out in the happy ending that sees ^liss Dru return to

his side.

Harmon Jones directed and Jules Schermer produced.

Running time, 93 minutes. General audience classification. For April re-

lease. Maxdel Herbstman

"Aaron Slick from Punkin Crick"
( Paramount)

A PAIR of unsophisticated country dwellers tangle with a slick city couple

and come out the victors in this thoroughly enjoyable musical farce.

The picture is a clever blend of urbanity and homespun qualities. This, com-

bined with a notable cast, color by Technicolor, and several attractive songs,

make the picture a strong box-office contender in just about any situation.

The film serves to introduce to the screen Metropolitan Opera star Robert

Merrill and wisely his role is not ponderous, but in fitting with the mood,

a gay, buoyant and frivilous one. Also sharing top acting honors are Dinah

Shore, Alan Young and Adele Jergens.

The screenplay, fashioned by Claude Binyon, presents Young as a timid

country gent bent on a-wooin' his neighbor. Miss Shore. A touring tent

show starring Alerrill and Miss Jergens comes to town one day and com-
plications develop. In order to hide out until a phony real estate deal which
they pulled in Chicago blows over, Merrill and Miss Jergens decide to stay

at Aliss Shore's farm.

A fine comic overtone runs through the entire picture. One day while
walking on the farm Merrill discovers an oil spot and decides to make a

quick fortune by buying the farm. Subsequently he discovers that the only-

oil on the farm is that from a toppled oil barrel. What follows is a flight to

Chicago to retrieve his money from !Miss Shore who is out on a spree.

A merry-go-round develops when Miss Jergens and Young join in the

pursuit. In the match of wits that follow the country folk shine and the

city slickers fade. What is important is that it is very funny. William Perl-

berg and George Seaton produced and Arthur Jacobson directed.

Among the songs, sung by Merrill, Young and Jvliss Shore, are "My Be-
loved," "Saturday Xight in Punkin Crick," "Why Should I Believe in Love,"
"Still Water," "I'd Like to Baby You," "Marshmallow Moon," "Life Is A
Beautiful Thing." "Purt Xigh But Xot Plumb," "The Spider and The Fly,"

and "Chores."
Running time, 95 minutes. General audience classification. For April

.lease. M. Herbstmax

SAG WinsNew
Wage Hikes
Hollywood, Feb. 25.—In a new

basic contract negotiated with the As-
sociation of ^Motion Picture Producers,

the Screen Actors Guild has won sub-

stantial wage increases, improvements

in working conditions and preference

of employment for professional actors

hired by the day.

Under the contract, codified for the

first time, salary benefits are retroac-

tive to last Jan. 1. Expiration date is

June 1, 1958, but both parties have

the right to reopen the wage rates and
working conditions clauses on June 1,

1954, and again on the same date in

1956.

The union retained control over the

use of theatrical films for television

exhibition. The producers also agreed

to bargain on terms of a separate con-

tract for actors who may be employed

to make films specially for TV use.

The day player minimum was raised

from $55 to $70 weekly ; the free lanc€

player minimum was increased from
$175 to $250; the term contract begin-

ner minimum increased from $60 to

$70 per week, and minimum employ-

ment for term contract players after

the first year is to be 20 weeks' work
out of 26.

Completion of the contract negotia-

tions, which opened last Septernber,

was announced yesterday in a joint

statement by John Daks, Jr., execu-

tive secretary of the Screen Actors

Guild, and Charles Boren, industrial

relations vice-president of AAIPP.

Garrett, Screen
Writer, Dies at 54

Oliver H. P. Garrett, 54, co-winner

in 1934 of the screen writing award
of the Academy of Alotion Picture

Arts and Sciences, died here Friday

night after being striken with a heart

attack. He was a widely known New
York newspaper reporter before he

went to Hollywood in 1927.

The Academy Award went to Gar-

rett and Joseph L. Mankiewicz for the

screenplay for "Manhattan Melodra-
ma." His screenplays also include "A
Farewell to Arms," "The Hurricane,"

and "Duel in the Sun." He was one

of the founders of the Screen Writers

Guild. Surviving are the widow,
Charlcie Hedge, and three sons, Peter,

Adam and Nathaniel.

U. S. Eyes Protest
On Greek Film Tax
Washixgtox, Feb. 25.—The State

Department is almost certain to enter

a sharp protest against the Greek
government's new taxes on films, ad-

vertising material and other items.

Effective January 1, the Greek gov-
ernment put a 50 per cent ad valorem
tax on films and many other non-film

items, and a 100 per cent tax on film

advertising material.

The Department feels that the taxes
violate recent reciprocal trade agree-

ments, and that in addition, an ad
valorem type of tax is especially diffi-

cult on the film industry because of

the difficulty in figuring the value of

a film.

Orde to Hollywood
Bert Orde of Rcdbook Magazine

has left here to attend the dinner in

Hollywood on Friday, for the 13tii

annual "Redbook Movie Award".

Big Promotion for

Crescent Opening
Nashville, Feb. 25. — To jointly

celebrate the gala opening here Thurs-
day of Crescent Amusement's newest
showcase, the Tennessee Theatre, on
Thursday and the world premiere of

Warner's "About Face," there was
published yesterday in the Nashville
Toiiicssca)! a 24-page insert which
contained a profusion of articles not

only about Crescent, the film and the

premiere ceremonies, but also about
the industry in general, particularly

features about Hollywood.

Harvey to Speak
Salt Lake City, Feb. 25.—Rotus

Harvey, president of the Western
Theatre Owners, will address the

Utah and Southern Idaho WTO here

tomorrow. The meeting afterwards
will take up rentals, roadshow prac-

tices and other matters, according to

Ralph Trathen, executive secretary.

Jessel Toastmaster
At Skouras Dinner
Hollywood, Feb. 25.—George Jes-

sel, 20th Century-Fox producer, will

be the master-of-ceremonies when
Charles P. Skouras, president of Na-
tional Theatres, is honored at the sec-
ond annual Brotherhood testimonial
dinner, Thursday, at the Ambassador
Hotel. A citation will be presented by
Dr. Rufus B. von Kleinsmid, Chan-
cellor of the University of Southern
California.

Cronin Assumes New
Pathe Lab Post

E. J. Cronin, Jr., has assumed most
of the duties previously performed by
Nick Tronolone at Pathe Laboratories
here. The latter resigned last week as

vice-president in charge of production.
The title held at present by Cronin is

administrator.

in Brief • • •

Screen Publicists Guild units at

20th Century-Fox and Warner Broth-
ers home offices have set March 4
for strikes. SPG is a member of the

Distributive, Processing and Office

Workers of .America (District No.
65).

DPOWA since late autumn has been
negotiating for new contracts with
20th-Fox, Warner, United Artists,

Columbia and Universal. "Progress"
was reported to have resulted from
the meetings with UA and Columbia,
but the talks with 20th-Fox and War-
ner have ended in a deadlock.

•

Another indication of the news-
paper field's increased favorable re-

porting on the motion picture industry
was the series of articles that ap-
peared in the New York Daily News
last week, written by Holljnvood re-

porter Florable Muir dealing with the
elTect of television on films and in-

dicating quite clearly that the industry
is more than holding its own.
The series format in this 2,000,000-

circulation daily was that of inter-

views with leading industry figures.

Among those interviewed were Dar-
ryl Zanuck, Dore Schary and Sam
Goldwyn.

•

Philadelphia^ Feb. 25.—In the last

half of 1951, the Delaware Fund of
this city purchased 1,000 shares of

Republic Pictures, and 1,200 shares of
Technicolor, Inc. Total investments
by the Fund in the common stocks
of motion picture companies and their

market value at the year-end follow

:

Cinecolor Corp., 14,()00 shares, $35,-
000; Republic, 16,000 shares, $68,000;
Technicolor, Inc., 7,200 shares, $160,-
200.

The $12-million mutual investment
company's holdings in film common
stocks at the year-end amounted to

$263,200, against $216,750 six months
previously, according to its annual re-

port.

Cleveland Shipping
Firm Is Purchased

Cleveland, Feb. 25.—National Film
Service has acquired the interests of
Louis Gross, Richard Gross and E. S.

Johnson in Film Distributors of Ohio
and is now sole operator of the stor-
age,_ inspection and shipping of United
Artists, Lippert, Souvaine and Snader
prints in this area. Tony Reinman,
assisted by three inspectresses will re-
main in charge of the Film Building
offices, now under the supervision of
Bud Wetzel of Cincinnati. Disposal of
their stock in Film Distributors of
C)hio does not affect the Central Ship-
ping Room operated by Gross and
Johnson.

'Queen' Ad Precedent
Chicago, Feb. 25.—The Woods

Theatre has taken a full age four-
color ad on "The African Queen" for
tomorrow, opening day of the picture,
in the Chicago Tribune. This is the
first time, according to Lambert Swa-
tek head of the Tribune advertising
dept., that an ad of this tj^pe has been
run in a daily newspaper in Chicago.
The full page space rate of $3,700,
plus engraving charges will run the
total cost of the ad to well over $4,000.

The copper shortage is crit
VOUR COPPER DRIPPINGS.
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National

Pre-Selling

J OOK. for March 11, out today,

J-^ contains the first full descrip-

tion of the magazine's "Annual Movie

Awards" in which the editors salute

those whose achievements marked the

progress of the motion picture indus-

try in 1951. Mvian Leigh is named

actress of the year, Frederic March,

the best actor, George Stevens top

director, Frank Planer, best camera-

man—he photographed "Decision Be-

fore Dawn"—and Robert Buckner,

the writer of "Bright Mctory." Ar-

thur Freed, producer of "An Ameri-

can in Paris," and Robert J. O'Don-

nell, "master showman," are among

the top personalities of the year. It's

something new and refreshing for an-

nual awards to also include an out-

standing theatre operator.

Also named were Danny Thomas,
newcomer ; Mitzi Gaynor, newcomer,

Kim Hunter, supporting actress, and

Eddie Mayehoff, supporting actor,

with Gene Kelley given a special

award as all-around star and Sam-

uel Goldwyn credited with the indus-

trv award for achievement.

The same issue of Look also fea-

tures a picture story of "What Hap-
pened When Hope Hit Bellaire"

—

the photographic report of the world

premiere of "My Favorite Spy" in

Mrs. Anna Kutchinka's living room
in the Ohio river town, which is bet-

ter now than sooner, since it is cur-

rently keyed to playdates.

•

Wade H. Nichols, editor of Red-
book, will present the magazine's

1.3th annual movie award to Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer for four outstand-
ing films of the past year, on Fri-

day. The presentation will be part

of the Mario Lanza radio broadcast,

by courtesy of Coca-Cola, the spon-
sors. Dore Schary, vice-president in

charge of production at the M-G-M
studios, will accept the silver cup.
Mario Lanza's "Great Caruso," to-

gether with "Show Boat," "An
American in Paris" and "Quo
Vadis" will also be honored. The
magazine gives praise editorially to
other M-G-M pictures of the past
season, notably "Red Badge of
Courage," "Go for Broke," "Mag-
nificent Yankee," "Angels in the
Outfield" and "Father's Little Divi-
dend."
Redbook's "Picture of the Month,"

.selected by Florence Somers, is an-
nounced in the March issue as Par-
amount's "The Greatest Show on
Earth," with "Phone Call from A
Stranger," "Rashomon"' and "Viva
Zapata!" as runners-up.

•

Henry J. Kaiser, personally, has
donated an extra $2,000 in cash to the
lirizes to be awarded to showmen for
the best campaigns on Universal's
"Steel Town" which was photographed
in the Kaiser steel mills at Fontana,
Cal., and which opens in Detroit on
March 13. The cash awards are in
addition to five "Henry J." cars, and
Kaiser-Frazer dealers will have trips
to Hollywood as a .supplementary
prizes for the best cooperation with
theatre plaj'dates.

Universal's "It Grows on Trees"
will be printed in complete novelette
form in the July Cosmopolitan and
Bantam Books are publishing a new
edition of Universal's "Bend of the
River." Walter Brooks

BVay Grosses Climbing High
(Continued from page 1)

showcase comparable to "Naked City,"

".\dams Rib," and second to "Quo
\'adis" for a non-stage show attrac-

tion.

'This Woman' Bows

An excellent $64,000 is estimated for

the second and final week of "A Girl

in Every Port" at the Paramount,

where "This Woman Is Dangerous"

bows in tomorrow. The film, aided by

a stage show headlining Gene Krupa,

did better the second week, which in-

cluded the holiday, than the first.

A new generation is flocking

to see "Snow White and the

Seven Dwarfs" at the Criterion,

where a healthy $45,000 is seen

for the first inning of this RKO
Pictures reissue. The famed
Walt Disney production is ex-

pected to remain there for an-

other five weeks.

Over at Radio City Music Hall,

"The Greatest Show on Earth" is still

packing them in, with $132,000 pre-

dicted for the seventh week. Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer's "Singin' in the

Rain" has been booked for the Hall's

Easter attraction.

Another outstanding hold-over is

'Quo Vadis" at the Astor, where a

big $32,000 is indicated for the 16th

stanza. At the Mayfair, an excellent

$41,000 is forecast for the fourth week
of "Sailor Beware," while a fine $35,-

000 is estimated for the third inning

of "Viva Zapata" at the Rivoli.

"Death of A Salesman" at the Vic-

toria is expected to do a nice $15,000

for its tenth week, while a fair $14,500

is seen for the third inning of "When
Worlds Collide" at the Globe.

"Retreat, Hell !" at the Warners
opened to a good $15,000 for its first

week. Bolstered by the holiday, "The
Judy Garland Festival," composed of

two reissues starring Miss Garland

—

"Meet Me in St. Louis" and "Babes

in Arms"—is expected to rack up a

satisfactory $15,000 at Loew's State.

At the off-Broadway houses,

a pretty good first week gross
of $10,071 is forecast for "The
Woman in Question" at the
Park Avenue. At the Bijou, a
strong $12,000 is expected for
the fifth week of "Cry, the Be-
loved Country."

"The Lavender Hill Mob" at the

Fine Arts is expected to match its ex-
cellent previous week's gross of $7,000
for its 17th inning. A fine $6,000 is

seen for the eighth week of "Tales of

Hofifmann" at the Sutton, while at the

Paris "The River" is forecast for a

healthy $8,000 in its 25th week. The
French import, "Under the Paris
Sky," will be the Paris' next attrac-

tion.

.'\t the new Baronet, a fair $6,000 was
registered by the first week of "Na-
vejo." Meanwhile, UA announced that

"Queen for A Day" will have its New
York premiere March 5 at the Brook-
lyn Paramount Theatre, and "Royal
Journey," another UA release, will

bow Thursday at the Guild Theatre.

Holiday 'Upbeat' Reflected
In Cleveland l.st-runs

Clkx eland, Feb. 25.—Holiday week-
end business was excellent among
most first-run downtown houses.

".African Queen" at Loew's State
did a big $12,000 for the three days,
while "Bend of the River" at the RKO
Palace grossed a fine $10,000 and
"Quo Vadis" in its 15th week at

Loew's Stillman outgrossed the pre-

vious two weeks.
Neighborhood theatres report a fair

weekend with only fair product break-

'Greatest Show' Breaks
Record in Baltimore

Baltimore, Feb. 25.—The Wash-
ington's Birthday holiday weekend
gave a strong start to new attractions

here, besides aiding holdovers.

"The Greatest Show on Earth,"

which bowed last Wednesday at

Keith's Theatre, is currently breaking-

all records, according to owner J. L.

Schanberger. At advanced prices of

90 cents and $1.25 including tax, the

first week is estimated at slightly over

$30,000, passing the previous high

mark set by "Unconquered."

Los Angeles Business Tops Recent
Levels by Substantial Margin

Hollywood, Feb. 25.—With Wash-
ington's birthday and ideal weekend
weather contributing factors, first

runs, led by "The Greatest Show on
Earth," topped recent levels by sub-

stantial margins collectively. "Great-

est" broke records at both the Or-
pheum, Downtown, and Warners Bev-
erly, in Beverly Hills, grossing $42,-

000 in the first four days with a $60,-

000 week considered a minimum es-

timate. "Detective Story," playing for

the first time at regular prices, at Para-
mount Hollywood and Downtown, was
a strong entry, and "The Las Vegas
Story" enjoyed a powerful second

week at the Pantages and Hillstreet.

'Vadis', 'One More' Top Good
Chicago Business at Weekend

Chicago, Feb. 25.—Business was
very good here over the weekend,
particularly at the first runs with
many kids down in the Loop. The
Oriental and Chicago, playing "Quo
Vadis" and "Room for One More,"
respectively, were the leaders with

"Quo Vadis" getting about $34,000 for

the three-day weekend and the Chi-

cago over $20,000 for the same period.

Ticket Prices
(Continued from page 1)

to 75.8 per cent above the base by
the end of September. In the final

quarter, however, they I'ose to 76.1

per cent above the 1935-39 average.
Children's prices, which had been

dropping steadily since the middfe of

1950, also rose toward the end of

1951. At the end of December, they
stood at 48.3 per cent above the base,

compared with 47.8 per cent at the

end of September.
As a result of the increase in both

price groups, the combined index rose
from 72.1 per cent above the base at

the end of September to 72.4 per cent
at the end of December. This was
the second highest figure on record,
being exceeded only by the 75.1 per
cent figure at the end of March, 1951.

Defers Para.
(Continued from page 1)

aminer Leo Resnick, with Paramount
Pictures general counsel Austin C.
Keough continuing on the stand. His
testimony today dealt with Para-
mount's general corporate structure
and trade practices before the reor-
ganization in 1932.

Judy Garland Sets
$800,000 Record
An all-time record for the

two-a-day RKO Palace here
was established by Judy Gar-
land, who finished her 19-

week run racking up a total

gross of $800,000.

Her 184th performance last

Sunday shattered both the
holdover and box-office
record. Meanwhile, a premi-
ere for today's new show,
headlining Lauritz Melchior,
Ben Blue and Jean Carroll, is

set, for a limited run of two
weeks, with all seats re-
served.

New England Unit
(Continued from page 1)

Rhode Island and Connecticut. Mel
Morrison will take over supervision
of theatres in Maine, New Hampshire
and Vermont formerly handled by
Browning, and Chet Stoddard will

take over the North Shore theatres in

Massachusetts formerly operated by
Morrison.

Duties Taken Over
In order to enable Stoddard to as-

sume his new operation, many duties
heretofore handled by him at the main
office will be taken over by Jerry
Govan. Also, George Mofifitt, manag-
ing director of the Capitol in Allston,
Alass., will be assigned to the booking
department. Lou Kenney, manager of
the Paramount in Newton, will be
transferred to the Capitol at Allston,
while Mario Poto, of the Metropoli-
tan, Boston, will be assigned to the
Paramount in Newton.

Fly to fun and relaxation on a

in the Sun Country
You're only hours away, by TWA,
from Phoenix, Las Vegas, Southern

California. Big savings with TWA's
Family Fores and Sky Coach flights.

See your travel agent or call TWA.
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U.S.A. . EUROPE . AFRICA • ASIA

Qjgfj^ SPECIAL
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Compo Meet
(Continued from page 1)

conference in these terms : "The suc-

cessful merchant makes a periodic and

meticulous inventory, and that will be

the nature of our efforts at the Con-
ference, a general stocktaking. We
know we have many valuable assets

that may not be producing at the pres-

ent time. The purpose of this confer-

ence as I see it, will be to undertake

a general evaluation of our position in

the community as well as on manpow-
er, ideas and product, which are our

stock in trade. We must avoid getting

into the rut of thinking only and alto-

gether commercially. Many theatre

owners and managers in Texas under

the COMPO program have proven to

themselves that an active interest in

community welfare and problems has

been paying off in improved boxof-

fice."

Cole States

Col. H. A. Cole, co-chairman of

Texas COMPO Showmen, stated : "If

the individual theatre manager is not

looked upon as a leader in his com-
munity, in the same way as the mayor,

the minister in the church, or the su-

perintendent of schools, he is not doing

his job. But if he is that leader, not

only does he have the respect of the

entire community but we know that it

means extra revenue at the box-of-

fice."

Billy Graham, famed evangelist, has

been invited as the key-note speaker.

Other prominent speakers who have

been invited include Eric Johnston,

president of MPAA ; Ronald Reagan,

president of Screen Actors Guild

;

Leonard H. Goldenson, president of

United Paramount Theatres ; Col.

William McCraw, executive director

of Variety Clubs International; Dr.

William H. Alexander ; David O.

Selznick; R. J. O'Donnell and Cole,

co-chairmen and founders of the cur-

rently successful "Movietime" cam-

paign.

Program Highlights

Highlights of the program will in-

clude a testimonial banquet honoring

O'Donnell and Cole for their efforts

in the COMPO "Movietime" cam-
paign ; a testimonial luncheon for John
Rosenfield, director of the amusement
section of the Dallas Morning N'civs,

commemorating his 25 years of ser-

vice in behalf of the industry ;
sim-

ultaneous board meetings of Allied and

TOA of Texas ; and the annual meet-

ings of circuit theatre managers for

Interstate, Rowley United, Texas Con-

solidated, Theatre Enterprises, Jeffer-

son Amusement, Video Independent

Theatres, East Texas Theatres, J. G.

Long Theatres, Leon Theatres, Tri-

State Theatres, Wallace Theatres, Is-

ley Theatres, Henry Hall Industries,

and Ezell and Associates.

Special guests will include the Gov-
ernor of Texas, presidents of Allied

and TOA organizations, chief barkers

of the Variety Tents in the USA as

well as overseas, presidents, salesman-

agers and advertising-publicity direc-

tors of film distribution companies, ex-

ecutives and leaders of production

companies, officers of the Screen Pro-

ducers Guild, Screen Directors Guild,

Screen Actors Guild, Screen Writers

Guild, executives of Dallas distribution

exchanges, trade paper publishers and

civic dignitaries as well as associated

industry executives.

Arnall Reports 'Illegalities

(Continued from page 1)

letter which was dated Feb. 19 and

released to the press yesterday by the

SIMPP's New York office, "are in-

creasingly concerned about the lack of

policing of the decrees in the motion

picture monopoly cases. We are pre-

pared to furnish information as to col-

lusive trade practices within the in-

dustry which are violative of the or-

ders of the court, the consent judge-

ment and decrees entered into by the

defendants in the motion picture mo-
nopoly cases."

Obtained Court Order

UPT has obtained a court order for

the government to show cause why
two years additional delay should not

be granted before compliance with the

divorcement order. A hearing on the

order has been scheduled for March 7

in the New York Statutory Court.

Arnall told McGrath that "if

this unreasonable and callous

request" of UPT is granted,
"the government's motion pic-

ture litigation will have ended
in complete and absolute failure

and disaster."

The letter continued : "For while

United Paramount Theatres, Inc., will

be enjoying for two long additional

years an undeserved respite, practicing

illegal extortion and conspiracy under
legal sanction and protection, many
small independent motion picture pro-
ducers will continue to be victimized,

devoured and destroyed. It would be
a travesty on justice, for example, for

the courts to give a burglar two years
in which to continue his burglary with
immunity while his defenseless victims
are wrecked and ruined, powerless to

resist."

Calls Attention

Arnall wrote that "as I take leave
of absence from my duties as presi-

dent of the Society of Independent
Motion Picture Producers to tempor-
arily enter Federal service, I wish to

forcefully call your attention to this

very serious matter and urge your
personal interest and that of the De-
partment in seeing to it that the mo-
tion filed by UPT is successfully

thwarted and resisted."

The relief thus far obtained from
the Department's efforts to destroy
"the monopolies, conspiracies, collu-

Sees TV i n U. S.

As Aid in Canada

Toronto, Feb. 25.—Canadian ex-

hibitors are said to be benefiting

greatly by the problems created by
television in the U. S., with Holly-

wood films flowing into TV-free Can-
ada reflecting the higher quality nec-

essitated by the competitive TV fac-

tor across the border.

These were the sentiments ex-

pressed by J. J. Fitzgibbons, presi-

dent of Famous Players Canadian
Corp., in an optimistic forecast on
the industry in Canada.

sive trade practices, and illegalities

existing within the motion picture in-

dustry" does not "go fully to the heart

of the infamy and has failed to mea-
sure up in the remotest degree to the

fond expectations of those of us who
hoped for a motion picture industry
in which competitive business influ-

ences would have full place and free

opportunity," Arnall's letter stated.

Copies of the Arnall letter were
sent to H. Graham Morison, Assistant
Attorney-General in charge of the

anti-trust division, and Philip Marcus,
Justice Department attorney.

from back alley punk to

"respectable" business man

^^Fm Charley Pignatalli • .

.

official executioner for

the corporation

The need for copper scrap is urgent.

SAVE THOSE COPPER DRIPPINGS.
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MONO.

ALADDIN

AND

HIS

LAMP

(Color)

Patricia

Medina

John

Sands

D—

(IBH

mln.

(S299)

(Rev.

2/11/52)

TEXAS

CITY

Johnny

Mack

Brown

0—5-1

min

(5241)

NIGHT

RAIDERS

Whip

Wilson

0—52

mln.

(5251)

FORT

OSAGE

(Color)

Rod

Cameron

0-72

min.

(5102)

(Rev.

1/18/52)

WACO

Wild

Bill

Elliott

0—73

min.

(5224)

RODEO
(Color)

Jane

Nigh

0—70

min.

(5104)

HOLD

THAT

LINE

Leo

Gorcey

CD—

64

min.

(5211)

THE

MAN

FROM

BLACK

HILLS

Johnny

Mack

Brown

0-51

min.

(5242)

M-G-M

THE

SELLOUT

Walter

Pidgeon

John

Hodi.ik

D—

S:i

min.

(Rev.

12/17/51)

INVITATION

Dorothy

McGuire

Louis

Calhern

U—

S5

mln.

(Rev.

1/24/52)

LONE

STAR

Clark

Gable

Ava

Gardner

D

—

94

mln.

(Rev.

12/20/51)

SHADOW

IN

THE

SKY

Ralph

Meeker

James

Whitmore

D—

78

min.

(Rev.

12/18/51)

BELLE

OF

NEW

YORK

(Color)

Vera

Ellen

Fred

Astaire

M—

82

mln.

(Rev.

2/18/52)

JUST

THIS

ONCE

Janet

Leigh

Peter

Lawford

C—

90

min.

(Rev.

1/17/52)

LOVE

IS

BETTER

THAN

EVER

Elizabeth

Taylor

C—

81

min.

(Rev.

2/5/52)

THE

WILD

NORTH

(Color)

Stewart

Granger

D

—

97

min,

(Rev.

1/15/52)H
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Says Chicago Police

Won't Censor Video

Chicago, Feb. 25.

—

TJ' Forecast,

out today, takes a swipe at the film

industry' in the column written by

"Alike Boom." Boom says "despite

Police Commissioner Tim O' Conner's

recent blast at TV murder programs,

it's not true that the police department
will set up a censor board to deal with

the problem. Apparently the Chicago
censor board has its hands full with

the movie problem. And speaking of

movies, did you see where 91 more
theatres closed doors in 1951 ? And
they all blame television. Here's the

bright note to the picture—some oper-

ators are converting their theatres into

churches and garages. We could use

a lot more of both."

Program Completed
For Drive-in Meet

K.A.XSAS City. Feb. 25. — The
agenda of the program has been com-
pleted for the meeting of drive-in

operators set here for Wednesday by
the Kansas-Alissouri Theatre Associa-

tion. The sessions, to be held at the

Hotel Phillips, will feature the follow-

ing subjects and speakers:
Drive - in concessions operation

;

opening of a drive-in theatre for the

new season, Darrell Alanes ; how to

build a drive-in theatre under present

N.P.A. restrictions, Dietz Lusk

;

showmanship ideas for drive-ins, Louis
Higdon ; drive-in maintenance, Art
Perry

;
operational problems. Jack

Braunagle
;

liability insurance, Rich-
ard Orear.
The semi-annual spring meet of the

Kansas-Missouri Theatre Association,

for regular and drive-in operators, will

be held on Ma\- 20.

Speakers Are Set for Allied
Drive-in [Meet in K. C.

Kansas City, Feb. 25.—The drive-

in conference sponsored by the Allied

Independent Theatre Owners of Kan-
sas and Alissouri Alarch 4-6, is to

have as speakers "Bill" Anderson of

Oklahoma City for the banquet Wed-
nesday night, and Allied president

Wilbur Snaper, general counsel Abram
F. Alyers, Charles Xiles and others

for the day sessions and clinics.

The meetings and national drive-in

theatre equipment show will be in the
Continental Hotel.

Ohioans Prepare for
May Drive-in Meet
Columbus, O.. Feb. 25. — At a

meeting here of the Ohio Drive-in
Association, at which 67 drive-in the-

atre owners were represented, Leroy
Kendis of Associated Theatres, Cleve-
land, was named chairman of a com-
mittee to prepare arrangements for the
annual meeting of the group which
will be held in Cleveland late in Alay.
The following members were namerl

to the nominating committee that v\ ill

prepare a slate of officers for the elec-

tion to be held at that meeting : Ken-
dis, Jim Dempsey, Toledo; Jack
Stedman, Marietta: Glenn Fliehmann,
Morristown : Carlos Crum, Lancaster.

Review

sterling Names Greenhill
Edward Greenhill lia.> been ap-

pointed adverti>ing manager of Sterl-
ing Television Co. by .Saul J. Turell,
Sterling president. He succeeds Rich-
ard Carlton who was named to head
Sterling's new stock-shot division.

'Mutiny'
{King Bros. Productions-United Artists)

THE accent of this King Brothers production is on action and as a saga
of the seas "Alutiny" should do fairly well.

A perilous voyage of an American sailing vessel, charged with the mission
of carrying $10,000,000 in gold bullion from France to the United States

during the War of 1812, forms the outline of the story. Color by Technicolor
adds majest\- to the seascapes.

Alark Stevens as James Alarshall is a young captain in the U. S. Navy
Vvho must run his ship through the British blockade. To accomplish this

Stevens procures the aid of Patric Knowles, who portrays a seasoned captain

who has been cashiered out of the British Xav}-. Knowles' bitterness in

not being given command of the vessel is intensified by his love for Angela
Lansbur}', portraying an ambitious, heartless woman.
Things reach reach a climax on the trip home when, after escaping from

mam- British interceptors, the gun crew, led by Knowles, stages a success-

ful mutiny. Stevens is allowed to escape, set adrift on a board. He lands

oa a beach and finally leads the way to the recapture of the vessel and the

gold bullion by the U. S. Navy.
One of the highlights of the picture is the submarine sequence, featuring

one of the earliest underwater crafts ever used in warfare. Alention should

also be made of the role played by Gene Evans, known as "Hook." His
fierceness compares with "Long John Silver" of "Treasure Island" and
"Captain Hook" of Peter Pan.

Others in the cast include Rhys Williams, Robert Osterloh, Peter Brocco,

>,orman Leavitt and Gene Roth. Alaurice King and Frank King produced.

Edward Dmytryk directed, from a screenplay by Philip Yordan and Sidney
Harmon, based on a story by Hollister Noble.

Running time, 77 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

Alarch 14. AIurray Horowitz

Contest to Promote

Interest in Films

Chicago, Feb. 25.—The local Sun
Times has announced a contest for

film fans in which they are offered

prizes up to $150 in L*. S. bonds for

the best pick of Academj' Awards
winners. The contestant whose ballot

most nearly coincides with the 1951

Awards will win the top prize. In

the case of ties, contestants will be

judged on the written portion of their

entries on a statement on "Why I Like
to Go to the Alovies."

Second prize is a $100 bond, third

prize a $50 bond and the next 350
prizes are a pair of tickets each to a

Chicago area theatre.

Events for 'Bugles'

Utah Opening Set
Ray Alilland, who stars in "Bugles

in the Afternoon," a \Mlliam Cagney
color in Technicolor production for

Warner Brothers, will head a Holly-

wood delegation to Salt Lake City

to participate in the festivities planned

for the picture's world premiere at

the Utah Theatre there on Thursday.

An inscribed U. S. Cavalry bugle

and scroll of appreciation will be pre-

sented to Jack L. Warner by Utah's

Governor J. Bracken Lee as a high-

-ight of the ceremonies. Alilland will

receive the bugle and scroll on behalf

of Warner.

Mass, Would Restrict
Drive-in Construction

BosTox, Feb. 25.—A bill prohibiting

the construction of drive-in theatres in

Alassachusetts within 2,000 feet of

schools, churches and hospitals was
favorably reported by the Joint Legis-

lative Committee on Alercantile Af-
fairs.

Another bill to prohibit the renewal
of licenses of drive-in theatres now
built within 2,000 feet of schools,

churches and hospitals was thrown out
bv the committee.

Maccis Are Sued
Over Percentages
Daytox, O., Feb. 25.—Three per-

centage actions were filed in Federal
Court here against Sante Alacci and
Roland Alacci, doing business as Alac-
ci Brothers. The actions were taken
b}- L'niversal, United Artists and
Paramount and involve the Wayne
Theatre in Greenville.

Paxton and Seasongood of Cincin-
nati, represent the distributors, with
Sargoy and Stein of New York of
counsel.

Teachers Cite 'Zapata'
"Viva Zapata I" 20th Century-Fox,

now in its world premiere engagement
at the Rivoli Theatre here, has been
selected for the lead review in the

first issue of the New York Board of

Education's monthly bulletin for

teachers, "Mews and Previews." The
bulletin is given to educators here.

Find Old Louisville
License Tax Law

Louisville, Feb. 25.—This city has
discovered an inactive license tax law
which has been on the books since

1939 and which could net the city

$75,000 a year. The ordinance, impos-
ing an annual regulatory license tax
on all theatres, would require theatres

with fewer than 600 seats to pay $200
annually, those with from 600 to 800
seats, $300, and those with over 800
seats, $600.

Harris Coleman, attorney for the

city's sinking fund, which is required
to collect the tax, said he would rec-

omi end that the fund start collecting

it a d also seek back payment for the

last five years. The statute of limita-

tion, prevents going further back.

The need for copper scrap is urgent.
SAVE THOSE COPPER DRIPPINGS.

FONTiUNE • MILL4ND
TERKSA

are starred in

the great new
hit from the

producer-director of

A Place In The Sun'

AMPP Names Gordon
Hollywood. Feb. 25.—The .Associa-

tion of Alotion Picture Producers has
named Universal International's Wil-
liam Gordon chairman of its interna-
tional committee.

A Paramount Picture



Look I MAGAZINE ANNOUNCES ITS
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Actress: VIVIEN LEIGH Actor: FREDRIC MARCH Director: GEORGE STEVENS

Exhibitor: ROBERT J. O'DONNELL^ Producer: ARTHUR FREED Industry Award: SAMUEL GOLDWYN

Cameraman: FRANK PLANER

Writer: ROBERT BUCKNER

Newcomer: DANNY THOMAS

Newcomer: MITZI GAYNOR

Supporting Actor: EDDIE MAYEHOFF

Supporting Actress: KIM HUNTER

Special Award: GENE KELLY

Mr. O'Donnell, executive V. P. of Interstate
Theatres, Dallas, and National Campaign
Director of Movietime, U.S.A., is the second
exhibitor honored by look. Last year's winner
was Phil Chakeres of Springfield, Ohio.

In the issue of March 11... now on the newsstands . . . look presents its eleventh

annual awards to the motion picture industry.

These awards climax the exciting editorial coverage of Hollywood products and

personalities that look gives to its 18,453,000 readers . . . issue after issue, year

after year.

The presentation of these coveted awards has become a celebrated annual event

in the motion picture industry. The awards constitute still another reason why look

is widely regarded as "the most powerful selling force for movies."

I

Look
. . . movies' greatest salesman
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U.S. Opposes

UPT Bid for

More Time
Would Name Trustees to

Dispose of 198 Theatres

The government, in its counter-

motion asking the New York
Statutory Court to deny United

Paramount Theatres' bid for an

extension of divestiture time, yester-

day requested a court order setting a

60-day deadline for the disposal of

UPT's wholly-owned theatres and a

90-day deadline for jointly-owned

theatres.

In the event of UPT failing

to meet the requested deadline,

the government asked the court

to appoint trustees promptly
to dispose of the remaining 198

UPT theatres. These theatres,

under the terms of the March
3, 1949 consent decree, were to

be disposed of by March 3, 1952

and for which UPT is seeking a

two-year extension of time.

Hearings on the case have been set

{Continued on page 6)

Keough Questioned

On Para. Trustees

Washington, Feb. 26.—Paramount
Pictures general counsel Austin C.

Keough, in his fourth day on the wit-

ness stand in the Federal Communi-
cations Commission's Paramount hear-

ings, was closely questioned by FCC
counsel on the propriety of the actions

of Paramount trustees in the imme-
diate post-bankruptcy period.

In a long series of questions, FCC
counsel Max Paglin asked how it hap-

pened that the trustees appointed were
so often Paramount officers, whether

{Continued on page 3)

3 More King Bros.

Pictures for U.A.

King Brothers Productions this

year will release three more pictures

through United Artists under a deal

with Frank King announced here yes-

terday by U.A. Two of the films will

be in color by Technicolor.

Added to a production schedule

which the distributor says assures it

its strongest line-up of major fea-

tures in many years, the three in-

{Continiied on page 2)

Telemeter Will Be
Installed in Palm

Springs Next Sept.

Hollywood, Feb. 26.—Barring un-

expected disapproval by the City

Council, unanticipated copper short-

age, and other unpredictables, Tele-

meter Corp. will transform mountain-
rimmed, television-less Palm Springs,

California, into the first Telemeter-
serviced city next September, com-
pany executives disclosed today at a
factory demonstration of its coin-box
subscription-television method for the

press today.

At a cost in excess of $100,000,

Telemeter will install a studio in Palm
Springs, string wires throughout the

city, with individual drops to each
home television set, thus getting a

practical application of its system into

public operation without waiting for

the Federal Communications Commis-
sion's clearance of subscriber video.

{Continued on page 10)

FTC Order on Ad
Film Pacts Ended

Washington, Feb. 26.—The Fifth

Circuit Court of Appeals in New Or-
leans has set aside a Federal Trade
Commission order against long-term
exclusive screening contracts for com-
mercial advertising films for theatres,

FTC officials here reported.

The Commission had ordered four

film companies to discontinue any ex-

clusive screening contracts that ran
for a year or more. All four com-

{Continued on page 6)

TOA SUBMITS PLAN
OF ARBITRATION
Skouras Hasn't
Accepted Compo
Presidency Yet

An exchange of cables between
Council of Motion Picture Organiza-
tions' officials and Spyros P. Skouras,

who is in Zurich, Switzerland, on a

business trip, has thus far failed to

elicit formal acceptance by Skouras
of the COMPO presidency, to which
he was nominated last Thursday.

Nevertheless, the impression pre-

vails that Skouras can be induced to

take the post by limiting his tenure,

if necessary, to a one year term.

COMPO's first and only other presi-

{Continued on page 3)

Coast Group Will

Probe Practices

Salt Lake City, Feb. 26.—The
Western Theatre Owners Association

is about to launch a survey of dis-

tributor-exhibitor relations in Utah
and Idaho, it was disclosed here today

by Rotus Harvey, president of the

WTOA, at a meeting of the Utah and
Southern Idaho Independent Theatre
Owners.
At the meeting, held in the Hotel

Utah, some 70 theatre owners parti-

{Continued on page 3)

Some House Group Members
Call 'Red' Report 'Unfair'

Washington. Feb. 26.—At least one member of the House Un-
American Activities committee is ready to admit the committee's attack

on the motion picture industry was "very unfair."

Rep. Walter of Pennsylvania, ranking- Democrat on the committee,

said he felt the report's criticism of

Warner's Directors

Reelect Officers

Harry M. Warner, president, and
Albert and Jack L. Warner, vice-

presidents, and all other company of-

ficers were reelected yesterday at a

meeting here of the Warner board.

Albert Warner also was reelected

treasurer.

Additionally, Walter Meihofer was
{Continued on page 2)

the industry for not taking firmer

steps against Communists after the

1947 hearings was ill-advised. "The
best proof," he declared, "is that most
of the evidence we got in the recent

hearings dealt with situations years

ago. We got very little on current

Communist strength in the industry."

Walter said he would favor some
statement by the committee "to cor-

rect this situation." He pointed out,

however, that Chairman Wood (D.,

Ga.) and three other committee mem-
bers are currently holding hearings in

{Continued on page 6)

Somewhat Like Allied's,

But Suggests One Paid
Administrative Head

Theatre Owners of America has

supplied distributors with copies of

the arbitration plan which the TOA
board approved at its meeting- last

month on the Coast. Resembling-
somewhat the arbitration proposals
which national Allied several days ago
handed the companies, TOA's plan is

distinguished principally by its recom-
mendation that a national administra-

tor, appointed by the U. S. Secretary
of Commerce, head up an industry

arbitration system at a salary of not

more than |25,000 annually.

The TOA plan, in specifying
matters which shall be arbi-
trable, makes no mention of
film rentals specifically, al-,

though it does include: "Any
matters arising out of, or in

connection with, the film con-
(Continiied on page 3)

MGM,20tliforWTO
Arbitration Plan

Salt Lake City, Feb. 26.—M-G-M
and 20th Century-Fox have agreed to

the conciliation and arbitration com-
mittee plan formulated by the West-
ern Theatre Owners Association,

Rotus Harvey, president, announced at

a luncheon meeting in Salt Lake City

Tuesday.
The plan will be tried out in the Salt

Lake. Portland, Seattle and San
Francisco Exchange areas, Harvey
told a group of 70 exhibitors from
Utah and Southern Idaho at the Hotel
Utah.

Theatre TV Hearing

Now Off to May 5

Washington, Feb. 26.—The Fed-
eral Communications Commission has
postponed from March 10 to May S

the scheduled start of the theatre tele-

vision hearings.

The Commission said it would be
tied up on other matters until then,

and that the postponement would help

the "orderly disposition of Commission
business." FCC officials said they
hoped the delay this time would be
long enough for the hearings to ac-
tually start on the newly scheduled
date.
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Mulvey to Coast on
Goldwyn Plans

James A. Mulvey, president

of Samuel Goldwyn Products,
has arrived in Hollywood
from New York for confer-

ences with Samuel Goldwyn
on current and future pro-
duction and distribution

plans.
While on the Coast, dur-

ing his scheduled stay of 10

days to two weeks, Mulvey is

expected to confer also on
proposals for Goldwyn to
switch distribution from RKO
Radio to United Artists. Of-
ficials of the latter company
stated here yesterday that
"talks have been held" with
Goldwyn but said no conclu-
sive progress has been made
to date. Arthur Krim, U.A.
president, and Matthew Fox,
partner, also are in Holly-
wood. Ned E. Depinet, RKO
Radio president, left here for
the Coast last night.

Personal Mention

Cincinnati Grosses
Show Upward Swing
Cincinnati, Feb. 26.—Current

grosses, all of which are above aver-
age for the first time in many months,
confirm exhibitor reports resulting
from an informal territorial survey,
that the business outlook is good.
"The Greatest Show on Earth" is

doing an estimated $30,000 at a road-
show scale at the Capitol, "The Afri-
can Queen" is giving the RKO Palace
an expected $18,000, while "Sailor
Beware" did $17,000 on its first week
at the Capitol, with a $11,000 second
week, and is heading for $9,000 on a
moveover third week at Keith's,

where it will hold. These are the best
figures at these houses in a long time.
Exhibitors generally predict a definite

upswing in business during 1952.

Taking Part in

New Drug Work
The Will Rogers Memorial Hos-

pital at Saranac Lake, N. Y., is par-
ticipating in the experimental work
being conducted with the new anti-

tuberculosis drugs, Rimifon and Ny-
drazid, Abe Montague, president of
Variety Clubs-Will Rogers Memo-
rial Hospital, announced here yester-
day.

Warner Directors
{Continued from page 1)

added to the roster of company offi-

cers with the title of assistant con-
troller.

Others reelected were: Herman
Starr, Stanleigh P. Friedman, Samuel
Schneider, Ben Kalmenson, Harry M.
Kalmine and M<jrt Blumenstock,
vice-presidents ; Robert W. Perkins,
vice-president, secretary and general

counsel ; H. S. Bareford, R. J.

Obringer and E. K. Hessberg, assist-

ant secretaries ; S. Carlisle, assistant

treasurer and controller ; W. S. Mc-
Donald and C. H. Wilder, assistant

treasurers.

WILLIAM J. HEINEMAN,
United Artists vice-president

and domestic distribution head, re-

turned here from the Coast yesterday.
•

Foster M. Blake, Universal West-
ern sales manager, left here yesterday

for Chicago, Omaha, Minneapolis and
Milwaukee.

•

Martin Davis, Goldwn Produc-
tions assistant advertising-publicity

head, will leave here this weekend for

a brief trip to the Coast studio.

11 Are Named for

'Golden Globes'

Hollywood, Feb. 26.—The Holly-

wood Foreign Correspondents Asso-
ciation, comprising principal resident

film reporters servicing newspapers and
magazines around the world, has se-

lected the following for the annual
"Golden Globe" awards

:

Best actor, Fredric March, for

"Death of A Salesman" ; best act-

ress, Jane Wyman, for "The Blue
Veil" ; best director, Laslo Benedek,
"Death of A Salesman" ; best dramatic
picture, "A Place in the Sun" ; best

musical comedy, "An American in

Paris" ; best performance by an actor

in a musical or comedy, Danny Kaye
in "On the Riviera" ; best perform-
ance by an actress in a musical or

comedy, June Allyson in "Too Young
to Kiss" ; best supporting actor,

Peter Ustinov, for "Quo Vadis."
Also, best supporting actress, Kim

Hunter in "Streetcar Named Desire"
;

most promising male newcomer, Kevin
McCarthy, "Death of A Salesman"

;

most promising female newscomer,
Pierre Angeli, "Teresa" ; best screen-

play, "Bright Victory" ; best photog-
raphy in color, "Quo Vadis" ; best

photography in black - and - white,

"Death of A Salesman" ; best musical

score, "September Affair" ; best pic-

ture promoting international under-
standing, "The Day the Earth Stood
Still."

The association established a Cecil

B. DeMille award to be presented

each year to the most outstanding

motion picture personality, awarding
it this year to DeMille himself.

Corinne Calvet was named "Miss
Golden Globe of 1951."

'Song' Music Used
For Muzak Salute

National audience penetration peg-

ged at upwards of 19,000,000 is said

to be assured for 20th Century-Fox's
Technicolor Easter presentation,

"With a Song in My Heart," with

its selection by the Muzak Corp. for

a day-long salute on April 5, it was
announced here by 20th.

The 24-hour salute featured in the

Jane Froman biography will be show-
cased in business offices, factories,

hotels, restaurants and cafes in more
than 69 cities as a music-while-you-

work Muzak service, it was said.

The copper ahartag-e is critical. SAVE
YOUR COPPER DRIPPINGS.

NED E. DEPINET, RKO Radio
president, left here for the Coast

by train last night.
•

Dick Pitts and Howard Bryant,
Theatre Owners of America staff

members, will leave here today to join

Gael Sullivan, executive director,

in Washington to plan for the Sep-
tember 14-18 TOA convention there.

•

William Zimmerman, RKO Radio
sales executive, will be in Boston from
New York today.

' Early - Late Shows

'

At Hartford Houses

Hartford, Feb. 26.—An "Early-
Late Show" experiment—a plan of

starting the main feature in theatres

between 8:00 and 8:30 P.M., nightly,

Monday through Friday—will start on
March 24 for an indefinite period in

every theatre in the Hartford area. A
three-week promotional campaign,
starting March 3, will precede the

experiment.
Eighteen theatre and newspaper ex-

ecutives attended a meeting at the

Marques House, headed by Harry F.

Shaw, division manager of Loew's
Poli-New England Theatres, to dis-

cuss the plan.

Also in attendance were Lou Brown,
Lou Cohen and Norman Levinson of

Loew's Poli circuit
;
Sperie Perakos,

Tom Grace and Vince Capuano, Pera-
kos circuit ; Gus Schaefer, Hartford
Theatres

; J. M. Totman and J. F.

McCarthy, Warner circuit ; G. E.
Landers, E. M. Loew circuit; Henry
L. Needles, Art Theatre; Ray Mc-
Namara, Allyn Theatre; D. R. Dan-
iel, C. E. Lindstrom, and Allen M.
Widem, Hartford Times; H. V. An-
dersen, The Courant, and Maurice
Shulman, Shulman circuit.

Drop New Atlanta
Censorship Bid
Atlanta, Feb. 26.—A proposed or-

dinance requiring theatre owners to

give to the city seven days advance
notice of the showing of any picture

has been dropped.
The Atlanta Library Board warned,

however, that theatres must voluntar-

ily co-operate with the censor, Miss
Christine Smith, or expect a tighten-

ing of censor laws.

Constant, Head of
Ohio Circuity Dies
Cleveland, Feb. 26.—Angelo G.

Constant of Stubenville, O., owner of

the 13-theatre Interstate Circuit in

Ohio died at John Hopkins Hospital,

Baltimore. The funeral will be held

Thursday in Stubenville.

MPEA Meet Today
Distributors' foreign managers will

hold a Motion Picture Export Asso-
ciation meeting here today to discuss,

among otlier things, the difficulties

that have arisen regarding the alloca-

tion of Japanese import permits for

April to Sei)tember, 1952.

Newsreel

Parade
rHE NATO plan for m European

army and the reduction of the

Mississippi theatre tax are current

newsreel highlights. Other items Elis-

abeth Taylor's wedding, and sports.

Complete contents follow:

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 18-NATO
nations agree to Kuropean Array. Tanker
is towed to port. Nuns give blood. Reds
on trial in Greece. New Orleans Mardi
Gras. Mississippi theatre tax reduced.
Norway wins Olympics, U. S. places
second.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 25Z—Ship
towed to port. NATO council plans 50
divisions. Elizabeth Taylor wedding. Mardi
Gras. Theatre tax cut, U. S. stars score
in winter Olympics. Moppets slug it out.
Red Cross appeal.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 55—Mardi
Gras in New Orleans. Berlin's bounding
birdman. European Army endorsed. Cairo
after riots. Elizabeth Taylor weds. Half-
ship makes port. Winter Olympics.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 9A — New
NATO' members. U.S. planes protect Japan.
New hope for TB patients. Elizabeth Taylor
wedding. Palm Beach regatta.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 538i-NATO
backs Eisenhower. Communist trial in

Greece. Ship towed to port. Amusement
tax reduced. Sports flashes: Winter
Olympics.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 57—Ten
heroes save split tanker. NATO' meeting.
Birdman. Taylor-Wilding wedding. Presi-
dent Truman honored by Masons. Theatre
tax cut in Mississippi. Santa Anita derby.
Winter O'lympic thrills.

Goldman Commends
A Major's Film
Philadelphia, Feb. 26.

—"With A
Song in My Heart," a 20th Century-
Fox production scheduled to open at

the local Fox Theatre for Easter is

highly recommended to theatregoers,

in newspaper advertisements appear-
ing here, paid for by William Gold-
man, independent exhibitor who has on
occasion attacked major distributors

through anti-trust suits.

The picture, said Goldman, "impres-
sed me with its greatness," and "I

must urge you and your friends to see

it when it opens at the Fox Theatre."
It is, Goldman added, "an achievement
of which 20th Century-Fox can well

be proud." He also complimented the

Fox Theatre for deciding against an
advance in admission prices. Goldman,
who has been campaigning for better

entertainment for Philadelphians, is

consistent in his efl^orts in this con-
nection when he cited such product at

a rival theatre.

RKO Palace Books
Olsen & Johnson
Olsen and Johnson will bring their

comedy revue to the two-a-day RKO
Palace on March 11, following the

current two-week engagement of the

variety bill headlining Lauritz Mel-
chior.

King Bros. Pictures
{Continued from page 1)

elude "Camel Corps," "Indian Fight-

er" and "The Syndicate." The first

two are in color. The new deal brings

to four the number of King Brothers

films for U.A. release.
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TOA Arbitration Plan
{Continued from page 1)

Will C. Skouras Join
COMPO for Brother

If Spyros Skouras accepts
the COMPO presidency, in-

dustry sources predict one of
his knottiest, early problems
will be how to get his broth-
er, Charles, to join the all-

industry organization.

Brother Charles' National
Theatres never has been a
member of COMPO. One of
his old criticisms was direct-
ed at the former COMPO
dues system. The new meth-
od, based on seating capacity,
is more in line with his views
of what the system should be
and may bring him a step
nearer to joining, it is be-
lieved.

Para. Trustees
(Continued from page 1)

the trustees used their powers to dis-

avow leases where Paramount wanted
lower rents, whether they had used
their powers to control Paramount
film product as a club over the theatre

owners, and whether they ever delib-

erately cheapened the value of theatres

by letting them run down or giving
them inferior pictures.

Keough replied that the trustees

might have pressed for lower rents but
would not have used improper means
to obtain them. He emphasized that

the trustees had no control over Para-
mount product. He stoutly denied they
would deliberately let theatres deterio-

rate.

Considerable questioning centered

on the circumstances under which A.
H. Blank acquired Tri-State Theatres
Corp. Paglin said he understood
Blank had been a trustee and then
had withdrawn and had an assistant

appointed trustee and bought Tri-State
from the assistant for $15,000, when
the company had an assessed value of

$125,000.

Paramount counsel Paul Porter vio-

lentlj' objected "to this line of inquiry,

with these innuendos." He said the

inference reflected on the Federal
Courts, which supervised bank-
ruptc}', and that it had all happened
20 years ago. FCC hearing examiner
Leo Resnick ruled, however, that Pag-
lin could continue, declaring he was
sure the FCC attorney would support

the line of questioning.

Later, United Paramount Theatres
attorney Duke Patrick, who was not

present during Paglin's earlier ques-

tioning, put in the record the contract

between Blank and the Irving Trust
Co. which showed that all Blank's

actions were subject to Federal Court
approval. He pointed out that Blank
would be a UPT witness later in the

proceedings, and that he could not per-

mit Paglin's "reflections" on Blank to

go unchallenged.

Will Probe Practices
{Continued from page 1)

cipated in a question-and-answer dis-

cussion following Harvey's address,

and pointed most of their conversa-
tion in the direction of bidding, road
show prices and theatre television.

Harvey said the Utah-Idaho survey
will be similar to one conducted in

Montana recently. There, he said,

some companies were "found to be un-
fair with certain exhibitors. And as

in the Montana survey, we will name
those companies," he declared.

Harvey also decried present bidding
practices, "distributors must conduct
bidding in an open manner," he de-

clared. "Bids must be opened at a
specified hour and day and all inter-

ested parties allowed to be present
when the bids are opened."
Harvey also gave a complete report

on the recent Council of Motion Pic-
ture Organizations' meeting in New
York. He read the COMPO resolu-

tion condemning findings of the House
Committee on Un-American Activi-
ties on Communism in Hollywood.
"COMPO is 'hopping mad' about the
House Committee report," he declared.
"It is our aim to get the newspapers
of the country to give as much space
to our condemnation of the report as
they did to the report. As an exhibi-
tor, I can say that Hollywood has
cleaned house. Hollyowod has done
something about whatever Commun-
ist influence existed."

tract, or any matters involv-

ing clearances, or runs, or any
controversies concerning com-
petitive bidding."

In addition to indicating a national
administrator's salary, the plan speci-

fies a top of $50 per diem fee, plus

travelling expenses, for each member
of local three-man arbitration boards

;

a complainant's filing fee of $25 ; in-

tervenor's filing fee of $25, and the

bearing of all costs by losing parties

to an award.

Allied Specified Rentals

Allied, in its plan, specified the ar-
bitration of film rentals, bidding, runs,

clearances, prints, forcing of pictures,

contract rights, setting of admission
prices. It called for an "inexpensive"
system, listed no costs or fees, called

for administration by local industry
committees and specified three-man
arbitration boards, one member to be
chosen by the complainant, one by the
respondent, and a third by the other
two members.

TOA recommends "regional ar-

bitrators" to be selected as fol-

lows: one by the complainant,
the second by the distributor
and exhibitor defendants and
intervenors, and the third by
the national administrator.

Alitchell Wolfson, TOA president,
sent copies of the plan to the heads
of production and distribution com-
panies "for immediate consideration."
The short transmittal letter indi-

cated that "a committee has been ap-
pointed to represent us in negotiations
for arbitration and is now available to
meet with distribution companies' rep-
resentatives and with any other per-
sons designated by the distribution

companies. Our committee is author-
ized to compromise language wher-
ever necessary. It will stand firm,

however, on the principles of arbitra-

tion expressed in the enclosure."

The national administrator under
the TOA plan would be appointed by
the Commerce Secretary from a list

of five names submitted with the ap-
proval of the Motion Picture Associa-
tion of America and of the "national
and larger regional associations."

This administrator, the plan states,

"shall be a man of known impartiality

and distinction, having no present con-
nection, directly, or indirectly, with
the production, distribution or exhibi-

Companies Studying
Arbitration Plans

Distribution home offices are in

process of acknowledging to Allied
States receipt of copies of its pro-
posed arbitration plan.

In most instances copies were re-

ceived here last Thursday but because
of the holiday weekend there was little

opportunity to study the plan and no
comments were available yesterday.

Distribution spokesmen indicated
that the Allied proposals, and those
of the Theatre Owners of America,
for an industry arbitration system,
probably will be studied during the

next few weeks by company attorneys
and sales executives,- who will then
make their recommendations to com-
pany presidents. Decisions by the

latter with respect to further action
will follow, it was surmised.

The copper shortage is critical. SAVE
YOUR COPPER DRIPPINGS.

tion of motion pictures, or any interest

in any property used for production,
distribution or exhibition of motion
pictures as owner, lessor or other-
wise."

The administrator "shall hold office

for a term of five years, unless sooner
removed for cause by the U. S. Secre-
tary of Commerce. In the event of

such removal, or of death, or of resig-

nation of the national administrator,
a successor shall be appointed for the
unexpired term in the same manner as
the original appointment was made."
Washington was specified as the

place where the administrator's office

shall be located. He shall "establish

a regional arbitration tribunal in such
exchange centers" as shall be selected

by him, "having due regard to the

number of motion picture theatres and
of the volume of business in the re-

spective areas."

TOA's plan was submitted in
shorter form than Allied's, en-
compassing six typewritten
pages as compared to the lat-

ter's 16-page printed memoran-
dum, which was defined as an
"initial draft, with further de-
tails waiting on a show of in-

terest by distributors."

The TOA plan goes into detail re-

garding the mechanics of complaint
filing, gives arbitration participants

between 20 and 30 days to select ar-

bitrators, and indicates procedure
which should be observed at hearings.

Hearing Procedure Outlined

Hearing procedure, as outlined,

gives parties the right to be repre-
sented by coimsel or by others, to ex-
amine or cross-examine witnesses, to
receive testimony under oath. Arbi-
trators would be empowered to require
the parties to produce records or docu-
ments, and would hear argument and
receive briefs. Provision is made
also for defaults and withdrawals.

Concurrence of two of the three ar-

bitrators would be necessary for a de-
cision, and the award would be final

and binding.

Both TOA and Allied want what-
ever system of arbitration that is

agreed upon to be included by amend-
ment in the final decrees of the in-

dustry anti-trust suit. Both have
named committees which may con-

tinue discussion of arbitration pos-

sibilities with distributors.

Swope to Address
Brotherhood Event
Herbert Bayard Swope will be the

key speaker at the entertainment in-

dustry Brotherhood dinner at the

Hotel Waldorf Astoria here tomor-
row evening. Si Fabian, Richard F.

\\'alsh and Celeste Holm will receive

the annual Brotherhood Awards of

the National Conference of Christians

and Jews at the dinner.

Louis Nizer is chairman of the din-

ner committee and George P. Skouras
is chairman of the amusement division

of the NCCJ 1952 fund raising cam-
paign.

'HelV Gross, $19,000
S-\x Fr.ancisco, Feb. 26.—Despite a

three-day streetcar strike here during

the opening week of Warner Broth-

ers' "Retreat. Hell !," the picture did

$19,000 at the Paramount.

Skouras-COMPO
{Continued from page 1)

dent, Ned E. Depinet, held the office

for two and one-half years.
Indications are that if Skouras has

not formally accepted the CO^IPO
presidency by the time of his expected
return to New York, perhaps some
time next week, a concerted effort to
induce him to do so will be made at
that time.

Jileanwhile, Arthur L. Mayer, ex-
ecutive vice-president of COilPO,
who has made known his wish to
relinquish the post, will remain on
duty until his successor is named,
providing the new appointment is not
unduly delayed. Mayer plans to leave
on a European trip on 5larch 31 and
is hopeful of being relieved of his

COilPO duties prior to that date.

Present Intention

The present intention is to grant
the new COMPO president consider-
able leeway in the choice of a suc-
cessor to Mayer, rather than leaving
the selection entirely to COMPO's
nominating committee. The presi-
dent's choice, assuming there was no
strong opposition to the nominee
within COMPO membership ranks,
would be approved more or less au-
tomatically.

Indications are that the original
plan for including COilPO's reply to
criticism by the House Un-American
Activities Committee on the industrj-'s

anti-Communist efforts in issues of all

five newsreels will be discarded. The
plan proposed that Depinet or some
other industry official read the
COMPO resolution for the reels. It
is now felt that the industry's posi-
tion in the matter could be better
presented on the screen by other
means and several alternate plans are
being investigated.

The COMPO resolution was wired
to the Un-American Activities com-
mittee in ^^'ashington last Thursday.
No official response has been forth-
coming. However, Chairman Wood
and several members of the committee
are now conducting hearings in De-
troit, which may account for the delay
in the committee's acknowledgment of
receipt of the text of the resolution.

Yesterday, however, Rep. Walter of
Pennsylvania, ranking Democratic
member of the committee, told
]\IoTiON Picture Dailv he agreed the
committee report's attack on the in-
dustry was "very unfair." His state-
ment is published elsewhere in this
issue.

The need for copper scrap is urgent.
SAVE THOSE COPPER DRIPPINGS.
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FTC Order
{Continued from page 1)

Call 'Red' Report 'Unfair'

{Continued from page 1)

panics went to court, but two of the

coiupanics—Alexander Film Co. and
Reid H. Ray Film Industries, Inc.

—

later dropped their suit against the

FTC order. A third company, United
Film Service, Inc., agreed to have its

case determined by the outcome of the

fourth suit, involving Motion Pic-

ture Advertising Service Co., Inc.

That was the case which the Cir-

cuit Court in New Orleans decided.

FTC officials said they had not seen

the opinion itself, but had been noti-

fied tbat the Commission's order was
set aside.

Commission spokesmen said they
thought it likely they would try to

appeal the case to the Supreme Court,

providing they can persuade the Soli-

citor General's office to approve it.

The Solicitor General, in the Jus-
tice Department, must okay all Gov-
ernment appeals to the Supreme Court.

Should the Circuit Court decision

stand, FTC officials indicated, they

probably would not try to enforce the

original order against Alexander and
Ray Film Industries, even though
these companies did not maintain
their suits against the order.

Detroit and that no action is possible

until they return.

One member of the commit-
tee, who asked that his name
not be used, admitted that the
newspaper stories of the re-

port's criticism of Hollywood
came as a surprise to him. "I

guess none of us read it as
closely as we should have, be-
fore approving it," he declared.

Rep. Doyle (D., Calif.) said he had
not been on the committee in 1947 and
therefore was not qualified to say just

who was right, but he added that he
had "an open mind on the subject, and
if the industry can show me that we
did it an injustice I will be glad to

do what I can to have it corrected."

Rep. Velde (R., 111.), ranking Re-
publican on the committee, came clos-

est to defending the report. He said

that while he felt the industry had at-

tempted to cooperate with the com-
mittee and while its intentions might
have been good, "the results have not

been too good." He declared there

were many instances where "men
should have been investigated more,"

and where "the industry is boycotting

men who cooperated with the commit-
tee but still keeping on the payroll

men who refused to answer our ques-

tions."

Velde Said

Velde also said that he did not feel

the report had been as critical as the

newspaper headlines made it sound.
"I didn't think we made any serious

charges," he said. "As a matter of

fact, I thought we were rather com-
plimentary. I know we pointed out
that the producers were far more co-

operative now than they were in the

1947 hearings."

Rep. Kearney (R., N. Y.) said his

main criticism against the industry

was that he had been told that wit-

nesses who cooperated with the com-
mittee were not being put back to

work. "Employers and unions must
be tolerant of friendly witnesses," he
said. "Otherwise, our job is much
harder."

The copper shortage is critical. SAVE
YOUR COPPER DRIPPINGS.

U.S. Opposes
{Continued from page 1)

in New York Statutory Court for

March 7.

The counter motion filed by the gov-
ernment also outlined a series of

amendments to the original decree
aimed at stiffening the terms.
The requested court order should be

eiTective April 7, 1952, one month
from the date of the scheduled hear-
ing, according to the government's
motion.

In asking the court to deny UPT's
bid for an extension of time, the De-
partment of Justice charged that UPT
has not shown diligence in disposing
of its theatre interests as required by
the decree and the company has come
to the court with "unclean hands."

UPT president Leonard Gold-
enson blamed "unforseen fact-
ors" in his request for more
time. He reported that UPT
had already sold or dissolved
its joint interests in 874 thea-
tres as required by the decree.

On jointly-owned theatres, the gov-
ernment's requested 90-day deadline
carried a provision proposing that an
extension of time be granted if in the
opinion of the government and the
court UPT is entitled to it.

Regarding UPT interests in Sems
Estate, the government asked that
trustees be appointed to dispose of

UPT's joint interest failing such ac-

tion by UPT by April 7, 1952.

The decree amendments sought by
the U. S. includes

:

UPT shall notify the public and
real estate brokers that no reasonable
ofifer shall be refused for its theatres.

UPT shall not refuse any ofifer as
unreasonable if the ofifer plus the pro-
fits of the particular theatre would be
considered a reasonable ofifer at the
expiration time of the decree, March
3, 1952.

The company shall not change the
playing policy so as to reduce the re-

venue possibilities of any theatres dis-

l)osed.

Except as provided in orders al-

ready entered, UPT shall not upon
dissolution of a joint interest retain

any interest in theatres acquired by
any of its subsidiaries or partners.

Playing policies of retained theatres
should not be changed where the
change has the efifect of adversely
affecting the competition of independ-
ent exhibitors. The proposed prohibi-
tion is for five years subsequent to

March, 1949.

In the event of a dispute covering
the above amendments, the burden is

upon UPT to prove to the contrary.
The D. of J. anti-trust division fur-

ther charged that it has received nu-
merous complaints that UPT has
moved up the playing time of its re-

tained theatres in situations where it

has divested theatres. Mentioned were
Danville, Va. ; Palm Beach, West
Palm Beach and St. Petersburgh, Fla.

Charges were also made that UPT
in situations such as in Lakeland, Fla.,

and St. Cloud, Minn., sought to dis-

pose of a smaller theatre instead of a
first-run house as required by the
decree.

Majors' Bid Denied
DiiNVER, Feb. 26.—United States

District Judge Lee Knous today de-
nied the motions of 20th Century-Fox,
M-G-M and RKO Radio to set aside

the verdict awarding $100,000 to Cine-
ma Amusements, Inc., owners of the
Broadway here, or grant a new trial.

The case will probably be appealed.

IT H
from cheap little gangster moll to a

fabulous fortune in ermine, jewels and penthouses

^Tm Connie...
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MotionPictureDailyFeatareReviews
"Anything Can Happen"
i Paramount)

THE HUMEROUS ASPECTS of a non-English-speaking immigrant's

initial adjustments to life in the U. S. make for laugh-evoking, heart-

warming entertainment in "Ami:hing Can Happen,"' William Perlberg's pro-

duction of George and Helen Papashvih-'s autobiographical novel that was a

best-seller.

Jose Ferrer gives another first-rate account of his histrionic capacities in

the role of George Papashvily, who, as the picture opens, arrives in America
from Russian Georgia with an English pocket dictionary and a Turkish friend,

Kurt Kasznar. How the bewildered Papashvily achieves a speaking^ knowl-

edge of the new language, his adventures among a household of earlier arri-

vals from Southeastern Europe, his enthusiasm for hard work and his win-

ning the heart of a friendly American girl (Kim Hunter) are what the story

is all about. A long 107 minutes is given to the telling, and although audi-

ence attention is firmly grasped for the most part, there are aspects of the

story that wear thin from repetition and drawn-out sequences. It is a safe

guess, however, that the customers in general will like this one very much

—

particularly for its fresh material—and it may also be a safe_ guess that Perl-

berg's offering will keep things humming at many a box-office.

Supporting roles, tinted with caricature here and there, are performed

nicely by a winning array of players. These include Kasznar, as the over-

confident Turk ; Eugenie Leontovich as the emotional lady of the household

;

Oscar Karlweiss, a self-styled miser; Oscar Beregi as Papashvily's dearest

friend, and Makhail Rasumny as the squelched husband of Aliss Leontovich.

The screenplay, by George Seaton and George Oppenheimer, and the direc-

tion by Seaton are steeped in s>Tnpathy and understanding for the immigrant

and his problems. Moreover, they manifest a deep respect for the foreigner's

resiliency in the new environment.

Running time, 107 minutes. General audience classification. Release is set

for Ma}'. Charles L. Franke

Talk About A Stranger"'
(Mctro-Goldn'yn-Mayer)

THE STORY of a young lad and his love for his dog has been turned

into a parable of our times in M-G-M's "Talk About A Stranger." The
drama has enough interest to make it reasonably satisfactory fare. The cast

is headed by George Murphy and Nancy Davis who play the parents of young
Billy Gray.
The story opens when Bilh- and his friends, playing near a supposedly

empty house, are startled to find a lone stranger, Kurt Kasznar, living there.

The man becomes cast in an aura of mysten,- and suspicion for Billy and
when Billy's dog dies of poisoning, he becomes convinced that the mysterious

stranger did the deed. In a frenzy of anger and recrimination the boy reports

to the entire town that the stranger is a dog-poisoner. Later when the boy
does some sleuthing, he jumps to conclusions and tells people that the man is

a murderer.
After considerable excitement and incident it turns out that the suspected

man is a prominent doctor who merely ran off alone grieving about his son
who died during an operation. What is more, Billy's dog was killed by eating
poisoned meat left for coyotes.

In dramatic and entertaining fashion, the screenplay, by Margaret Fitts,

shows the dangerous folly of drawing snap conclusions.

Lewis Stone provides adequate support as a country editor. Richard Gold-
stone produced and David Bradley directed. Running time, 65 minutes. Gen-
eral audience classification. For April release.

AI. Herbstman

"Okinawa"
(Columbia )

ANOTHER CHAPTER in the story of "the fleet that came to stay" is

provided in Columbia's "Okinawa." A generous amount of authentic
Xaval film records of the battle between V. S. ships and Japanese suicide
planes—the Kamikazes—are included in the footage. These are fascinating
and exciting shots and, for a bonus, there also are included some interesting

clips, apparently from Japanese newsreels, of the suicide pilots making their

ceremonials before taking off from their home fields.

The fact, however, is strung out on a frame of fiction which leads nowhere.
Pat O'Brien is the skipper of a war weary destroyer which is assigned to the
picket line around Okinawa to protect supply ships and forces ashore. The
plot of the film is simply this battle, told in the gripes, the bravery and the

deaths of some of the men. They are average types—the Latin Romeo, the
old Xavy veteran, the "kid" and the brash, cigar-chewing operator who has
cornered practically the entire supply of ship's beer. The lack of dramatic
transition occasionally suggests the documentary approach, but there are too

many intimate glimpses into the crew members' personalities for this to hold
true.

Pat O'Brien is stoic as the skipper. Somewhat more individual in their

roles are Cameron Mitchell as the beer drinker with the handle bar mustache,
Rhys Williams as the old veteran, James Dobson as the "kid," and Richard
Denning as the executive officer.

The screen])lay, written by James Brewer and .'\rthur Ross, from a story
l)y Ross, was directed bv Leigh Tason and produced by Wallace MacDonald.
Running time, 67 minutes. General audience classification. For March

release.

Young Man with Ideas"
(Metro-GoJdwyn-Mayer)

T HE LIFE AND STRUGGLES of a bright young lawyer, his wife and
three youngsters are recounted amusingly in "Young Man with Ideas."

The 3'oung man of the title is Glenn Ford, but it is his wife, Ruth Roman,
who really has all the bright ideas. The picture churns up sufficient comedy
and drama to make it generally acceptable.

Events start popping in Ford's life when he demands a partnership in the
legal firm in which he is employed and is promptly given his walking papers.
Ford and his wife decide to leave their home town in Montana and go to

Los Angeles. Soon they find that city not to be the paradise thej' pictured.

The apartment shortage is so fierce that Ford decides to rent a bungalow
formerly used by a bookie. Almost constantly the phone rings with people
wanting to place bets. One day Miss Roman answers the phone and unwit-
tingly leads the caller to believe she is accepting the bet. The horse, a long
shot, wins and troubles mount for the household. Further complicating mat-
ters is the fact that Ford must now pass the California bar, and he teams up
with a blonde, Nina Foch, to study. Also, he gets a job as a bill collector

and becomes involved with Denise Darcel, a show girl, when he tries to

collect money from her.

A series of unlikely things happen, especially when the bettor tries to

collect the money for his winning horse and comes to the conclusion that

Ford and his family are an underworld group.

In a climatic courtroom scene Ford heroically, if somewhat foolhardily,

tangles with Sheldon Leonard, an underworld czar, but comes out successfully.

As a result he gets a good job and all ends happily.

Gottfried Reinhardt and William H. Wright produced, from the screen-
play by Arthur Sheekman. Mitchell Leisen directed. Running time, 84 min-
utes. General audience classification. For May release. AIandel Herbstman

"Waco"
(Monogram)
CHOWING a healthy disregard for the Western formula and cliche and
*^ sticking tight to a straight story, producer Vincent M. Fennelly has
brought forth a drama of the Old West that should make both patrons and
exhibitors happy.
You will have to go back to the free-riding era of Bill Hart and Tom Ince

for memory of a Western comparable in point of freshness and unpredicta-
bility, \Mld Bill Elliott gives a fine, free-riding performance in the principal

role. It is a picture a showman can make promises to his customers about,

and about which they will make the same to their friends.

The screenplay by Dan UUman, strongly directed by Lewis Collins, opens
with Waco, Texas, a ruffian-ridden town of some 600 population dominated
by one Bull Clark. Elliott, a stage driver newly arrived, plays poker with a

group, including Clark, catches the latter cheating and kills him in self-de-

fense, but Clark's cronies are for lynching him and he flees town.
Pursued by placards offering a reward for his arrest, he blunders into the

canyon hideout of a notorious outlaw named Curly Ivers, who was similarly

pressed into outlawry years before, and is persuaded by Ivers that there is

no future for him save in banditry. So he rides with the Ivers gang on a

series of bank robberies, v.-inding up wounded and captured, but the few law-
respecting citizens of Waco pay the reward for his custody, try him on the

Clark murder charge and, clearing him, make him sheriff. He makes a deal

with Ivers for the latter to keep his gang away from Waco, but an Ivers

lieutenant breaks Ivers' orders and the story continues on into a set of devel-

opments that are to be seen rather than synopsized.

Sepia tint adds pleasantly to the effectiveness of a well conceived, ably

executed picture as suitable for general audiences as well as for Western
devotees.

Running time, 68 minutes. General audience classification. For Feb. 24

release.

Warwick Film to RKO
A deal has been closed by RKO

Radio for distribution in the ^^'estern

hemisphere of Warwick Productions'

"Red Beret," to be filmed in England

by Irving Allen and Cubby Brocoli.

A story of British paratroopers, the

picture will have a Hollwood name
in the lead, and is set for a mid-April

start.

2 More Apply to FCC
^^'ASHIXGT0^^ Feb. 26.—The Tele-

vision Authority and Theatre Tele-

vision Authority have informed the

Federal Communications Commission
that they would desire to appear in

the forthcoming theatre TY hearings.

Critics Honor 'Place'
George Stevens' Paramount pro-

duction, "A Place in the Sun," has

been named the best picture of 1951

bv the Cleveland Critics Circle.

Re-releasing MOT Film
The March of Time is re-releasing

"A Chance to Live" so exhibitors can
take advantage of the forthcoming
publication of the book of the same
name by Alonsignor Carroll-Abbings,
who has a featured role in the film.

First date set is Friday at the Guild
circuit of theatres in New York.

Ventura to Show Film
Ray Ventura has completed cutting

and processing his first film for the
U. S. market, "Monte Carlo Baby."
The film, which stars Audry Hepburn
and Alichelle Farmer was produced in

Monte Carlo late in 1951.

Mrs. Smith to UA-TV
Tlie apiM liniment of Mrs. Martha

lean Smitli as sales representative of
United Artists Television in Balti-
more was announced here by John
IT. Mitcliell, director of U\-fV.
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U.K. Newsreels
Are Back in

Granada Circuit

London. Feb. 26.—Distinguished

work by tlie newsreels in covering the

death of King George \\ brought

long lines of patrons to theatre box-
offices here and a changed attitude by

exhibitors toward -the reels, which
some had charged lacked both news
and entertainment values.

Sidney Bernstein's . Granada ' Circuit,

for example, had played no newsreels-

since November, 1950, and had en-

gaged in bitter court controversy with

tlie Xewsreel Association over its

right to cancel in view of the war-
time pledge of theatres to .show news-
reels. Bernstein's circuit signed

newsreel contracts with Kennetfi Har-
greaves of the Newsreel Association

last week.
Plans already are being made by

the reels for coverage of the Olym-
pic Games and the Coronation of

Queen Elizabeth, anticipated now to

occur in late August.

NewNFFCFinancing
Bill Up March 6 „

London, Feb. 26.—It has been ten-

tatively arranged to introduce in

Commons on ^larcli 6 the Parliamen-
tary bill authorizing the Nalional Film
Finance Corp. to borrow from non-
government sources another £2,000,000

($5,600,000) to carry on its financing

of British producers. Debate on the

measure will be held in Commons later

the same day.

Presentation of the govmiment's
new budget to Commons has been
[jostponed from March 4 to March IL

Indications are that the budget will

make no provision for the additional

money to NFFC and that the latter

will be expected to obtain it, if it

can, from private lending sources.

Comment is made that the Churchill

Administration with its policy of ex-

treme financial stringency could not

countenance further Stat-e money be-

ing voted to film production, but find-

ing itself saddled with the previous,

government's pledge to NFFC, takes

the course of invoking the aid of the

banks.

only $624* for a S
10-DAY

liHAWAIIAN p
p VACATION! 1

Includes Mainliner transportation, hotel

accommodations and sightseeing.

That's just one of United Air Lines' low-

expense Hawaiian Air Vacations. There

ore six others from which to choose,

lasting up to 23 days. Call or write for

a free descriptive folder. • From New York

UNITED AIR LINES
(Fores plus tax.)

Televisioii--Radio
\ Comment and Opinion

Telemeter

CONGRESS will undoubtedly go further into the question of the^ propriety and legality of television public hearings before its

committees now that House Speaker Sam Rayburn has put a blanket

ban on such coverage. Rayburn went a step further and said the pro-

hibition including the shooting of film, but he did i:iot make it clear

whether or not the newsreels were covered by that terininology.

Rayburn's intentions may be good, and many exceptioiis have been
raised to the presence of the television cameras at committee hear-

ings, but we can't turn the clock back. There may be a case against

radio and T.V when a Congressional group ' delves into crime and
witnesses are' made to appear as defendants in- a court-room, but the

public has a right to be present at vital hearings, such as the Mac-
Arthur testimony, where the safety of the nation and its political

future are involved.

Obviously, television has its drawbacks. That is quickly becoming
apparent as the time for the Chicago conyentions moves closer and
political discussion forums and interview programs become more
numerous. Justifiable criticism has been raised to the practice of

stations to sell time to political candidates. And the Tex McCrary
incident involving Sen. Taft has demonstrated the need for skilled

moderators to guide the debate which otherwise can easily dissolve

into a first-rate verbal brawl.

^ ~

The Schlitz Playhouse Of Stars on CBS-TV is to be cut to a half-

hour and, after jast Friday's show, the loss will be mourned. It has

already been proven to most people's satisfaction that nothing very

worth\yhile can be done within the -30-minute. limitatidn where dra-

matic programs are concerned. "World So Wide" was the Friday

offering and it starred Nina Foch, brightest TV player of them all,

and John Forsythe in" excellent performances. . .

'

i^r ^
On Monday night, over NBC-TV, "Robert Montgomery Presents"

offered an hour of adult and highly dramatic entertainment. Once
again, as in "The Tender Men" of a month or so ago, Montgomery
tackled Coinmunism. If it is the function of TV to turn into a propa-

ganda medium from time to time, Montgomery has solved the riddle

of how to present it. Monday's "Those in Favor" represented a

potent indictment of the Soviet system. At the same time, it was
good television.

^
The NPA has announced severe reductions in allotments

to manufacturers of radio and television sets for the second
quarter of 1952. They will get 50 per cent of their base period
consumption of steel. 30 per cent of copper brass mill produfc-

tions, 35 per cent of copper wire mill products, 12.5 per cerit

of copper foundry productions and 30 per cent of aluminum.
^ ^ .

^-
The use of blacklists has been repudiated by Ellington & Co., Inc.,

advertising agency for the Celanese Corporation of America, and
as a result Elmer Rice, Pulitzer Prize playwright has rejoined the

program. He left it last November on the grounds that its casting

policies were influenced by political considerations rather than actors'

talents. The agency reserved the right to use its own judgment, but
emphasized it had not used blacklists in the past and had no inten-

~ tions of using them in the future.

-

i!^

In a long-awaited development, Wayne Coy last week resigned
from the chairmanship of the Federal Communications Commission
and later announced he would join Time, Inc., as a radio and TV
consultant starting April 1. Coy, who has held his post since 1947,
explained he couldn't get along on his $15,000-a-year salary. His
likely successors are Paul A. Walker, FCC vice-chairman, or FCC
Commissioner Frieda Hennock.

"K 'Vf

"I Love Lucy" is rapidly developing into one of the best comedy
series on the air. Jess Oppenheimer, the producer, can take a proud
bow. . . . Jimmy Durante and Gloria Swanson a great comic team
on NBC-TV Saturday night. . . . Fantasy isn't an easy thing to put
over on TV and "Peer Gynt" on NBC's Cameo Theatre proved it.

. . . The Sylvania Television Awards to be presented again in 1952.

. . . Robert E. Kintner, ABC president, heading the group of network
executives going to Chicago for the NARTB meeting March 31 to
April 3. . . . "Your Show of Shows," which starts its third year on
the air March 1, named as the best variety show and its .stars, Imo-
gene Coca and Sid Caesar, best performers, bv the Academy of
Television Arts and Sciences.

Fked Hift

(Continued from page T)
,
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The Palm Springs project conterfi-

plates the erection of a Huge receiving
antenna on an adjacent mountain-top
to pick up all seven Los' Angeles tele-

vision channels from their sending
stations on Mount Wilsot^, a distance

of 90 miles. All seven programs will

be disseminated via copper cable

strung on telephone pole#, but not
using telephone lines, which^cable will

also carry the ' Telemeter, program;
'Home set owners will pay, betweten

$100-$150 for connection ^ith the
cable, and can receive all seven regu-
lar Los Angeles telecast programs
free, but will have to deposit coins in

the Telemeter box, attathfed to the
set, to receive Telemetei;/ programs.
The price for Telemeter programs can
range from a nickel to $2.00. A cash
cleposit for the Teiemeter box, under
$10, and possibly another small service
charge, will be require'd.

'

Strebe First

The. plan as announced indicates

Earl Strebe, who owns all three Palm
Springs theatres, will be the first

showman in the country to experience
the full impact of subscriber-television

on the box office. Strebe, according to

Telemeter executives, has agreed to

make a first-run film program at his

600-seat theatre available to Telemeter
subscribers in their homes at his regu-
lar admission price. With Telemeter
anticipating 2,500 set installations in

Palm Springs eventually, the implica-

tions of Strebe's experience are self-

evident. Telemeter will charge Strebe

a small percentage for telecasting his

programs. Queried by Motion Pic-
ture Daily on how the admission-tax
would be handled, Carl Leserman,
Telemeter

.
head, said this and other

details have" not been fully worked out

so far.

The four-hour demerrstration con-

ducted today, u^ing a telecast from
Paramount-owned KTLA by special

permission of the FCC, and with the

running announcement that this test

does not signify FCC. approval of sub-

scription-television, was attended by
Y. Frank Freeman, Cecil B. DeMille
and many other Paramount and non-
Paramount executives and producers.

Paramount owns a 50 per cent inter-

est in Telemeter. Telemeter execu-
tives stressed the point that the Palm
Springs situation is-' special, due to

television-less conditions there, and
that cable use is not contemplated
anywhere else in the country, but

valuable information concerning public

attitudes and habits with respect to

subscription-television can be obtained
from this venture.

Reed Back to Loiyjl^on
Carol Reed, who Has been ' here for

the last 10 days in connection with
pre-release advertising and publicity
plans of his latest production, "Out-
cast of the Islands," returned yester-

day to London. "Otitcast," which
stars and introduces Reed's new dis-

covery, Kerima, is a London Films
presentation and will be released in

this country ))y Lopert Films.

Qjgj^SPECIAL

TRAILERS
netm and mh

CHICAOO l337f.Wabaih
NIW YORK 630 Ninth Av



Stars must be glamorous— always

• Everybody loves the star.

She's the darling of the

box office , . . the apple of the

producer's eye. Her glamour

is everybody's good fortune

—

an inspiration to writers,

directors, cameramen

—

a responsibility to technicians.

In the studio, technicians

frequently collaborate with

representatives of the Eastman

Technical Service for Motion

Picture Film . . . consider the

best type of film, black-and-white

or color, to use ... to set

control systems for the laboratory

that assure standards of high

image quality. Help is also

made available for exchanges,

exhibitors to make sure that

prints and theater equipment

are right for finest pro|ection

—

that every foot of film

gets the star the best

possible showing.

To maintain this service,

the Eastman Kodak Company has

branches at strategic centers . .

.

invites inquiry on all phases

of film use from all members

Q^^e industry. Address:

Motion Picture Film Department

EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY
Rochester 4, N. Y.

Eosf Coati Division

342 Moditon Avenue
NewYoffcl7, N. Y.

Midwet) Division

137 North Wobosh Avenue
ChicogQ % illinois

West Coast Division

6706 Santa Monies Blvd.

Hoffywood 38, California
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Insider

Outlook
By RED KANN

IF you don't think there is life left

in the old bird, please note what's

happening. Around the nation, gen-

erally, grosses currently are up and,

in the case of United Paramount
which operates lots of theatres in

lots of situations, receipts were
"substantially greater" this Wash-
ington's Birthday than on last

year's holiday.

Then there was Broadway.
Of course, it was a showman's

dream—a Friday holiday and a

weekend of clear weather. Times
Square was loaded with people and
hordes of kids most of them appar-

ently storming the beachhead at the

Criterion where '"Snow White,"
three-time revival, broke a 14-year

record with an astonishing $33,000
take Thursday through Sunday.
There was the Roxy with a record-
smashing weekend gross of $87,500
with "5 Fingers" on the screen and
Dottie Lamour on stage.

No wonder the boys at UA are
ecstatic over "The African Queen,"
which traveled so fast over the

weekend that it braked at an elec-

trifying $83,000 in the first full

week of its run at the Capitol. At
Paramount Pictures and the Music
Hall it's sort of taken for granted
after all this time that "The Great-
est Show on Earth" will keep on
floating in its special box-office

stratosphere ; the holiday-weekend
combination there merely proved
this again by sparking the attrac-

tion toward a whopping $132,000 in

its seventh week.
No one feels it is necessary to

apologize for "Quo \"adis" in its

16th week at the Astor where
$29,000 is very hefty dough. Or for

"Sailor Beware" at $41,000 in its

fourth week at the Mayfair. Or for

"A'iva Zapata" at $35,000 in its

third Rivoli stanza. These are
grosses.

Who were these ticket buyers
anyway? Some were out-of-town-
ers, holiday-bent in the big town.
But most were resident New York-
ers never so irretrieval)ly commit-
ted to their television sets that they
won't go places and see things.

There is comfort in this, but no
.surprise.

It simply is proof reiterated that

the "invalid" is still a very fabulous
guy-

WB to Retire

$10,000,000

Of Its Stock
The appropriation of an addi-

tional $10,000,000 for the purpose
of cancellation and retirement of

outstanding stock of Warner
Brothers Pictures, was authorized by
the company's board of directors here
yesterday.

This marks the second such alloca-

tion since last fall when WB appro-
priated $15,000,000 and bought up
slightly over 1,000,000 shares at the
maximum price of $15 per share, the
same maximum price for the current
appropriation.

The projected cancellation of stock
(Continued on page 10)

Glassman Sets Up
A Film Committee

BosTOx, Feb. s/

.

—Norman Glass-
man, president of the Independent
Exhibitors of New England, has set

up a committee in the organization,
to be known as the film committee,
to iron out difficulties that may arise

between members of the group and
distributors. He will head the com-
mittee.

Glassman further stated tlnat re-

( Continued on page 10)

Color TV Decision
In About 10 Days
Washington, Feb. 27.— Na-

tional Production Authority
Administrator Henry Fowler
told a press conference today
that he expected to make a
decision on proposed changes
in NPA's color television or-

der in "a week or 10 days."
All indications have been that
if NPA does not lift the color
TV ban entirely, it will at
least exempt theatre TV
equipment from the order.

Says Para. Violated

Spirit of '40 Decree

Washington, Feb. 27.—A new-
legal wrangle, concerned with putting
into the record 29 cases arbitrated

under the 1940 consent decree, bulked
large in today's session of the Fed-
eral Communications Commission's
Paramount hearing.

Claiming that the cases showed a

"violation of the spirit" of the 1940
decree, FCC counsel Frederick Ford
and Max Paglin proposed incorporat-
ing the decisions of the arbitration

appeals board in the record because
they would show "what the commis-
sion can expect in the future from
these parties." The 29 cases. Ford
said, were included in the govern-
ment's 1945 trial brief in the re-

opening of the Paramount anti-trust

{Continued on page 1 1

)

Chairman Dodges Comment
On COMPO's 'Red' Reply
Detroit, Feb. 27.—Rep. John S. Wood (D. Ga.), chairman of the

House Committee on Un-American Activities, declined to comment here
today on the resolution of the Council of ]\Iotion Picture Organizations
demanding that the committee's report criticizing Hollywood for alleged

delays in ridding itself of Communists
^Streetcar' Set for
March 22 Release

be corrected.

\\'ood, who with three members of

his committee has been holding hear-
Warner Brothers' ".\ Streetcar ' iiigs here this week, at first indicated

Named Desire" will enter general dis

tribution on March 22, announces Ben
Kahnenson. \\'arner vice-president in

charge of distribution.

"Streetcar" had a world premiere
engagement at the Warner Theatre
in Atlantic City where it opened on
Aug. 31 and played through Oct. 14.

The picture then moved to the Vir-

ginia Theatre there, where it ran
through Nov. 8. Simultaneous spe-

cial engagements began on Sept. 19

at the \\'arner Theatre. Beverly Hills,

and at the Warner, New York.

he had not seen the COMPC resolu
tion, which was sent to the committe'j
in ^\'ashington last Thursday. On
being shown the full text of tlie

COMPO resolution published in

Motion Picture Daily of Feb. 25,

Wood said : "I have no comment."
Efforts to obtain comment from

other members of the committee here
were unscuccessful also. Tiiey are
Representatives Moulder, Potter and
Jackson. The latter also was shown
the published text of the COMPO

(Continued on page 11)

See Conflict

Over Cost of

Arbitration
Expect Allied, TOA Will
Clash Over SalariedHead

The conviction was evident in

the industry here yesterday that
Theatre Owners of x\merica's sug-
gestion that a salaried administra-
tor head up an arbitration system plus
AlHed's insistence on an "inexpensive"
system will add up to lively differ-

ences if and when an all-industry con-
ference on arbitration is called.

The consensus appears to be
that Allied would want an ar-
bitration system to "cost little

or nothing." Moreover, it is

known that that organization
would be intent on barring
"outsiders" from any connec-
tion with the system. TOA, on
the other hand, recommends a
salaried administrator with no
industry connections whatever.
Officials of neither organization

(Continued on page 11)

125 Attend KMTA
Drive-In 'School'

Kansas City, Feb. 27.—The pre-
opening "school" for drive-in operators
under the auspices of the Kansas-Mis-
souri Theatre Association drew 125
registrants, most of whom stayed
through the one day event discussing
items of opening and of operation.
Jack Braunagle, moderator, was in-

troduced by C. E. Cook, president of
the association. Two hours were de-
voted to comment, questions and an-
swers, largely on concession operation.
The speaker was Al Reynolds, gen-
eral manager of Ezell and Associates,
drive-in circuit of Dallas.

Color Newsreels
Seen in 6 Months

Distribution of newsreels in color
in about six months was forecast here
yesterday by Louis Alansfield, in

charge of color operations at Pathe
Laboratories, Inc.

Mansfield, in making the prediction,
said at first there will be some news
sequences in color combined with
black-and-white footage. Later, how-
ever, he sees the possibility of a com-
plete newsreel in color when all tech-
nical difficulties are mastered.
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Coming
Events
Feb. 28—Amusement Division din-

ner. Brotherhood Week, Waldorf-
Astoria Hotel, New York.

March 1-3—Realart Pictures sales

meeting, Warwick Hotel, New
York.

March 4—Gulf States AUied board
meeting-, New Orleans Hotel,

New Orleans.

March 4-6—Allied Independent
Theatre Owners of Kansas and
Missouri and National Drive-in

Theatre Owners joint convention,

Continental Hotel, Kansas City,

Mo.
March 5—Michigan Allied board

meeting, Detroit.

March 9—B'nai B'rith dinne;- hon-
oring George Jessel, Beverly Hills

Hotel, Beverly Hills.

March 12—Cinema Stamp Collec-

tors meeting. Hotel Astor, New
York.

March 20—Academy of Motion Pic-

ture Arts and Sciences 24th an-

nual awards, Pantages Theatre,
Hollywood.

March 24-26—Theatre Owners of

Oklahoma annual convention,
Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City.

March 24-27—National Theatres ex-
ecutives' meeting, Los Angeles.

March 26—Cinema Stamp Collec-
tors meeting. Hotel Astor, New
York.

April 9—Cinema Stamp Collectors
meeting, Hotel Astor, New York.

April 13-15—Motion Picture Thea-
tre Owners and Operators of

Georgia annual convention, Bilt-

more Hotel, Atlanta.

Mrs, J. A. Beidler, 82,

Dies in Toledo
Cleveland, Feb. 27.—Mrs. J. A.

Beidler, 82, wife of J. A. Beidler of

.Smith and Beidler, Toledo theatre cir-

cuit, died today after a long illness.

The funeral will be held Friday at

3 :.30 in Toledo.
Surviving in addition to her hus-

band is a son, J. A. Beidler, Jr., who
is active in the circuit operation.

Milton Officer, 38,
B&K Manager, Dies

Chicago, Feb. 27.—Milton Officer,

38, died here this morning. He had
been with Balaban and Katz for the
past 18 years and was manager of the
X'ortown theatre at the time of his

death. He is survived by the widow
and son.

Ben Levine's Brother
Services for Joseph Lcvine, brother

of Ben Levine, officee manager and
head booker of Realart's New York
exchange, will be held this morning
at Hirsch & Son's Funeral Home in

the Bronx. Levine died suddenly
Tuesday night. Interment will be at

Cedar Park Cemetery at Emerson,
N. J.

The copper shortage is criticaL SAVE
YOUR COPPER DRIPPINGS.

Personal Mention
ROY DISNEY, president of Walt

Disney Productions, has arrived

in New York from Hollywood.
•

Tom BALDRincE, field representative

for M-G-M in Washington, has cre-

ated and designed the official emblem
for the Winchester, Va., Bicentennial

celebration. He is also working close-

ly with the Bicentennial committee on
other matters connected with the cele-

bration.
•

James Hone, veteran executive sec-

retary for Pacific Northwest Inde-
pendent Theatre Owners, has re-

turned to Seattle after several months
in California recuperating from an
illness.

•

Al M. Widem, motion picture edi-

tor of the Hartford Times, has a new
policy of publishing favorable com-
ment concerning the film industry at

least once a week in his daily column.
•

Caspar Chouinard of the Minne-
apolis Paramount exchange, has been
appointed to handle city sales for

the Warner exchange, in that city,

effective March 3.

•

KoNSTANTiN Kalser, executive di-

rector of Marathon Newsreel, has re-

turned here from Bridgeport and
Washington, where he screened his

latest short.
•

Maxwell G. Alderman, executive

secretary of Allied Theatres of Con-
necticut, has announced the marriage
of his daughter, Betty, to Joel San-
DELMAN.

e

Ralph M. Evans, head of Eastman
Kodak's color control division, has

been elected secretary of the Inter-

Society Color Council.
•

N. E. Savini, special sales repre-

sentative for Astor Pictures, visited

in Atlanta while en route to New
Orleans.

Leon Serin has been named man-
ager of the Center Theatre in Buffalo,

succeeding Walter Burgon.
•

Claudette Colbert sailed from here
yesterday for Europe on the S. S.

Queen Mary.
•

Ax ScHUMAN, general manager of

Hartford Theatres, Hartford, and his

wife are vacationing in Miami Beach,
Fla.

HM. RICHEY, head of M-G-M's
• exhibitor relations, left here for

Florida yesterday and will return on
March 24.

Jerome Wechsler, Warner branch
manager in Cleveland, became a
grandfather recently when a daugh-
ter was born to the wife of his son,

Leonard, in Pittsburgh. Mrs. Leon-
ard Wechsler is the daughter of the

late Western Pennsylvania Allied

president, M. A. Rosenberg.
•

Sal Adorno, Sr., of Adorno-Mid-
dletown Theatres, Middletovvn, Conn.,

has been recuperating at Fort Lau-
derdale, Fla., from injuries sustained

in an auto accident in his home town.
•

Joe Goldstein, formerly a Schine
circuit booker, has been appointed
buyer-booker for the Ohio Drive-in

Management Co. in Cleveland, suc-

ceeding Tony Stern, resigned.

Jerry Fairbanks, head of the firm

bearing his name, was in New Or-
leans from Hollywood for meetings
with executives of WDSU-TV and
video agency officials.

Henry L. Needles, managing di-

rector of the Art Theatre, Hartford,

has been named chairman of the

amusement division of that city's 1952

Red Cross campaign.

Wilfred K. Gillenwater, Bristol,

Tenn., manager for Wilby-Kincey
Theatres, was voted "Young Man of

the Year" by the local Junior Cham-
ber of Commerce.

William C. Pullin, Jr., manager
of the Linden theatre in Columbus,
Ohio, won the $500 first prize in the

Columbus Citizen's annual head-pin
tournament.

John Brahm, Warner Brothers di-

rector, and his wife announce the

birth of their first child, a girl, at

Cedars of Lebanon Hospital in Holly-

wood.
•

Bob Dorfman, assistant to Charles
Levy, Walt Disney Eastern publicity

representative, was recently married

to Sunny Gordon of Brooklyn.
•

Samuel Goldstein, president of

Western Massachusetts Theatres, Inc.,

Springfield, has been in Florida on

vacation.

'Journey* Opens at

Guild Here Today
"Royal Journey," United Artists'

feature-length color film story of the

recent visit of England's Queen Eliza-

beth and the Duke of Edinburgh to

Canada and the United States, will

have its New York premiere at the
Guild Theatre in Rockefeller Center
today.

Produced by the National Film
Board of Canada, the official record
of the trip is the first full-length pic-

ture to be filmed in the new Eastman
negative-positive color process.

Schwalberg Predicts
'Show' Top Grosser

Cecil B. DeMille's "The Greatest

Show on Earth" looms as the greatest

grosser in Paramount's history, based

on engagements to date, according to

A. W. Schwalberg, president of Para-

mount Film Disributing Corp.

The Technicolor film has already

played to more than 2,000,000 cus-

tomers in the first 10 pre-release situa-

tions, reportedly a new industry high,

it was said.

The copper shortage is critical. SAVE
YOUR COPPER DRIPPINGS.

Tenn. Communities
Hit by Epidemics
Nashville, Feb. 27.—Middle

and East Tennessee commun-
ities are hard hit by flu,

measels and chicken - pox,
closing schools in some sec-
tions and cutting theatre at-

tendance 25 per cent and
more. At Tompinsville, Mon-
roe County, Kentucky, the
board of health closed all

schools and temporarily for-
bade all public gatherings to
combat a virus influenza epi-
demic.

$6 -Million Estate

Left by John King

Detroit, Feb. 27.—An estate of

nearly $6,000,000, left by John King,
former Detroit pioneer motion pic-

ture theatre owner, will be probated
in Gogebic County, Michigan. The
safe deposit box of King was opened
yesterday in a downtown bank by the
county treasurer.

King, who changed his name from
Kunsky in 1936, died Jan. 3 in En-
cino, Cal.

King, who was 77 years old, at on.e

time owned radio stations WXYZ in

Detroit and WOOD in Grand Rap-
ids, in partnership with George
Trendle.

King, and his then partner, A. Ar-
thur Caille, brought the first motion
picture projector to Detroit in 1907
and developed the first downtown
nickelodeon. He erected several the-

atres, including the Michigan, Palms
State, Broadway Capitol, Madison,
Adams and several other neighbor-

hood houses.

COMPO Commends
Gov, White of Miss,
Resolutions authorized at last week's

meeting here of the Council of Mo-
tion Picture Organizations' executive

board, commending Governor Hugh L.

White of Mississippi for his friendly

attitude toward the industry were sent

to the governor yesterday by Arthur
L. Mayer, COMPO executive vice-

president.

Noting that Governor White re-

cently signed legislation aimed to

.

relieve theatres of Mississippi of some
tax burdens, the resolution states that

"this legislation was passed with the

encouragement and assistance of Gov-
ernor White" and further that "Gov-
ernor White in his public statements

has evidenced sympathy and under-

standing toward the motion picture

industry and an appreciation of the

screen's importance to American
community and national life."

$26,000 for 'Snow White'
Boston, Feb. 27.—Walt Disney's

"Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs"
now playing a re-release engagement

at the RKO Memorial Theatre here,

grossed $26,000 in its second week
which ended last night. The picture

enters its third week today.
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Seasonal Change in Theatre-going
Attributed by Ullman to Television
Albany, N. Y., Feb. 27.—The cycle of business in conventional

film theatres has changed from fall-winter-early spring to spring-
summer-fall, said Saul J. Ullman, up-state general manager for
Fabian Theatres. A veteran of 35 years in the industry, Ullman
said, "The best period for indoor houses is now from Easter to
Thanksgiving." Ullman added that air-conditioning is essential if

theatres are to take advantage of summer trade.

Television is the principal reason for the cycle-shift, according
to Ullman, because the best shows are televised during the winter
months, when snow, cold weather, slippery sidewalks, traffic

jams and inadequate parking space keep many persons home at

night. Competition from television is weakest during the Easter-
Thanksgiving period. Ullman spoke of the tough winter which
the Albany area has experienced. He also pointed to the large
investment in most sets and to the ensuing insistence of family
groups that they view television regularly, "to get back our
money."

Increasing defense work will accelerate the trend toward Friday-
Saturday-Sunday attendance by persons patronizing drive-ins,

Ullman predicted.

Doubts of Spanish

Government May
Hold Up New Pact

The Spanish-American film agree-

ment, which will become effective on
Saturday, may not be operative then

or for several days or weeks there-

after because the Spanish govern-

ment has raised a question regarding

the desirability of allocating 15 im-
port licenses among United Artists,

Republic and Monogram, it was
learned here yesterday.

The objections, if any, that the Ma-
drid government has to this phase

of the agreement which was blue-

printed last month and signed by re-

tiring U. S. Ambassador to Spain
Stanton Griffis, were not clear to dis-

tributor spokesmen yesterday. How-
ever, confidence was expressed that

the difficulty that has arisen will be

straightened out in due course.

Healey Conferring

It is understood that Tim Healey,
Motion Picture Association of Amer-
ica representative in ^Madrid, has
been conferring lately with Spanish
government officials with a view to se-

curing complete accord on the pact.

The licenses for UA, Repubhc and
Monogram would be issued by Span-
ish importing firms.

The Franco government was said to

have been perfectly satisfied with the

pact's allocation of 60 permits to

AIPAA member companies by the

government and its guarantee of five

import licenses to the Society of In-

dependent Motion Picture Producers,
to be issued by Spanish importing
firms.

Twenty other permits also will be
channelled through Spanish importers
under the agreement. These would
be "dipped into" by any and all U. S.

producers, including MPAA member
companies.

Meet on Japan and Belgium

Distribution foreign managers met
here yesterday for a discussion of

Japanese quota problems and the
status of U. S. industry operations in

Belgium. No action was reported fol-

lowing the meeting.

Fabian, Walsh, Holm
Honor Guests Here
Simon H. Fabian, Richard Walsh

and Celeste Holm will receive the

1952 "Brotherhood Awards" of the

National Conference of Christians and
Jews at the NCCJ dinner at the Hotel
Waldorf Astoria here tonight, high-
lighting the participation of the

amusement division in NCCJ's 1952
Brotherhood ^^'eek observance.
Leaders from all branches of enter-

tainment are scheduled to be on the
dais with novelist Fannie Hurst mak-
ing the presentation to Walsh and
Louis Nizer, chairman of the dinner
committee, making the presentations
to Fabian and Miss Holm.
Herbert Bayard Swope will be the

principal speaker at the dinner which
will climax the amusement division's

drive for an expanded goal of $150,000
in contributions for the NCCJ.

Mexican Ban Aids 'Fox'
Mexico Citv, Feb. 27.—The cen-

sor's ban, quickly removed, on 20th
Century-Fox's "The Desert Fox," was
beneficial. In three weeks the picture
grossed $40,000 at the Cine Alameda.

Cost of TV Color

Conversion up 150%

The cost of using proper raw stock

and other facilities today so that TV
producers can convert T\' film for

future color television was estimated

at about 150 per cent higher than

present black-and-white production.

The estimate was made yesterday

by John G. Stott, vice-president of

Tri-Art Color Corp., a subsidiary of

Du Art Film Laboratories. Inc., in

an address before a luncheon meeting
of the National Television Film Coun-
cil at the Warwick Hotel.

Stott said the increase in cost may
be as high as 200 per cent, empha-
sizing that the percentage took in

overall costs, including raw stock,

extra lighting and processing.

Stott, in explaining his company's
Eastman negative positive process,

used a number of clips from "Royal
Journey," for which Tri-Art did the

processing and developing.

NTFC president !Melvin Gold an-
nounced that NTFC's next quarterly

all-day forum will be held Alarch 26

at the \\'arwick Hotel, with the day
divided for discussions on television

stations, production and distribution.

Atlas Holds Large
Walt Disney Block
Common stock holdings in Walt

Disney Productions form the largest

number of shares of any industrj^ stock

owned by the Atlas Corp., the annual
report to Atlas stockholders revealed
here yesterday.

The number of Disney shares listed

was 93,050, compared to 76,500 shares

of RKO Pictures, 25,000 Paramount
Pictures, and 25,000 of United Para-
mount Theatres.

French Pact Talks
Seen for Mid-March

^^'ASHIXGT0N, Feb. 27.—Film indus-

try officials expect to meet with State

Department officials in mid-March to

make preliminary plans for new
French film pact talks.

Actual negotiations with the French
will be delayed as long as possible on
the theory that French eocnomic diffi-

culties are now at their worse, and
that delaying new remittance talks

might bring better terms.

Two Key Warner
Premieres Today

Warner Brothers' "Bugles in the
Afternoon," a Cagney production with
color in Technicolor, starring Ray
Alilland, and "About Face," Techni-
color musical starring Gordon Mac-
Rae and Eddie Bracken, will begin
world premiere engagements today.
"Bugles" will have a four-state pre-
miere at the Utah Theatre in Salt
Lake City; "About Face" will open
the new Tennessee Theatre in Nash-
ville with appropriate premiere cere-
monies.
At Salt Lake, Louis Mosconi and

Camille \\'illiams, dance team, have
joined the motion picture celebrities

who will attend the premiere of
"Bugles." Mayor Earl J. Glade and
local civic groups will welcome the
stars. Within 10 days following pre-
miere, the picture will have showings
throughout Utah, Montana, Idaho and
Nevada.
At Nashville, a $50-top world pre-

miere of "About Face" will benefit the
Florence Crittenton Home. Promi-
nent state, city and society leaders,

leading distributors and exhibitors,

in addition to Hollywood personali-

ties, will attend.

Johnston to Study
Filming in Europe
Hollywood. Feb. 27.—W. Ray

Johnston, chairman of the Monogram-
Allied Artists board of directors, has
completed plans for an extensive Eu-
ropean tour this spring during which
he will survey production in Eng-
land and on the Continent. With
^Irs. Johnston, he will leave Holly-
wood April 1 and sail from New
York eight days later.

Canadian Imports
Up Over A Million
Ott.\wa, Feb. 27.—The Canadian

government reports imports of films

increased to $5,658,000 during 1951
compared with $4,540,000 in 1950, ris-

ing from $302,000 in December a vear
earlier to $416,000 last December.

Likewise, exports of films from
Canada advanced to $393,000 in De-
cember against $298,000 a vear earlier

and reached a total of $4,954,000 in

1951, compared with $2,253,000 in

1950.

British Pressing
Experiments with

Electronic Camera

LoxDox^ Feb. 27.—Indication of a
stepping-up in the development of the
electronic camera for film production
is seen in the release of T. C. Mac-
namara from the board of Scophony-
Baird to pursue full time activity as

technical director of High Definition
Films, Ltd.

It is claimed that electronic film-

making will result in great economies
in film production if indeed it does
not completely revolutionize it.

The latter company was formed a
few months ago with a capital of

£150,000, provided jointly by the J.

Arthur Rank Organization, the Pye
Company (a leading radio apparatus
manufacturer) and British Lion. An-
nounced object of the company was
"the development of a new camera for

film studios."

Alacnamara is regarded as one of

Britain's leading specialists in elec-

tronics. He was head of planning and
installation in the BBC until he joined

Scophony-Baird in December, 1950.

He retained his position there when
he joined High Definition in Septem-
ber, 1951, although it was then stated

that he would eventually have to de-

vote himself exclusively to the work
of the new company. That, however,
it was also said, would not occur "for

some considerable time."

Aluch secrecy surrounds the re-

search work in progress at Cambridge
but it is accepted that Macnamara's
whole-time employment there implies

that it has reached the point which
enables practical production to be un-
dertaken within measurable time. It

is understood also that the research

has been carried out in association

with Cambridge University's world-
famed Cavendish Physics Laboratory.
It was there that the original experi-
ments which led to the splitting of the
atom were made.
Chairman and managing director of

High Definition is Norman Collins,

formerly head of the BBC's Tele-
vision Service.

Plan for U, K. Tax
Change to Treasury
LoxDox, Feb. 27.— Following a

meeting with officers of the Cinema-
tograph Exhibitors Association, the
Customs and Excise Department has
submitted a report on Britain's en-
tertainment tax to the Chancellor of
the Exchequer dealing with the tax
proposals put forward hy CEA's Sir

Alexander King.
King's plan provides for the exemp-

tion from tax of the first sevenpence
in all seat prices, with the balance
thereafter taxed at 50 per cent. It

is urged that the King plan would en-

able exhibitors to resume the highly
popular one shilling-three-pence seat

and that, in view of the now wides-
spread drift of patrons to lower-priced
seats, the total yield to the Exchequer
very well might not be diminished by
the change.

Bank Underwrites 36
Mexico City, Feb. 27.—Production

of 36 pictures this year has been un-
derwritten by the trade's own bank,

the semi-official Banco Nacional Cine-
matografico, for $1,250,000. Of the

pictures, 26 are for major companies
and 10 for independents.



FOR MORE
Academy Award
Nominations

THAN ANY

OTHER PICTURE

THIS YEAR
i6

Named
Desire"

OTHER 'STREETCAR' AWARDS EVERYWHEREI
HERE'S A PARTIAL LIST — MORE

COMING IN ALL TH. T.M»

NEW i (Jlih

FILM CRITICS
AWARDS

BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR
BEST ACTRESS OF THE YEAR
BEST DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR

o.KV FRANCISCO
CRITICS COUNCIL

AWARDS

BEST PICTURE OF THE YE

BEST ACTRESS OF THE YE

BEST ACTOR OF THE YEAIi



NOMINATED FOR

1^
VIVIEN LEIOl

MARLON BRANDO

TENNESSEE WILLIAMS

ART DIRECTION

EST BLACK-AND-WHI

1 'OVi

!

HA/J/{Y STRADLING

• 1 ^1 *
}'

ALEX NORTH

COL, NATHAN LEVINSOl

"A Streetcar
Named Desire'

AND
KIM HUNTER • KARL MALDEN screen play byTENNESSEE WILLIAMS

C^^^ A
°
Ufi7AM °*^'° '"^ <""SIN*L PlAY -» STREETCAR NAMED 0ESIRE.-8T TENNESSEE WILLIAMS

CLIA I\AZ.AIN AS PRESENTED ON THE STAGE BT IRENE MATER SELZNICK

From ri\e Ploy rhat Won the Pulitzer Prize and Critict Circle Award

plus Five more IVarner Nominations

BEST DOCUMENTARY FEATURE
"I WAS A COMMUNIST FOR THE F.B.I."

BEST BLACK-AND-WHITE
CINEMATOGRAPHY
"STRANGERS ON A TRAIN"BEST PERFORMANCE BY

A SUPPORTING ACTOR
GIG YOUNG in "COME FILL THE CUP"

BEST ONE REELER "WORLD OF KIDS"

BEST DOCUMENTARY SHORT
"THE SEEING EYE"

Hi
^ERNATIONAL THE 'SPECIAL AWARD" LOOAANNUAL MOVIE AWARD FAMILY CIRCLE BEST PICTURE • BEST ACTRESS
ILM FESTIVAL AND MAGAZim^li^ ACTRESS OF THE YEAR MAGAZINE BEST ACTOR - BEST DIRECTOR

AT VENICE BEST ACTRESS AWARD AlVA RDSaiSt SUPPORTING ACTRESS AWARDS BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR



6 Motion Picture Daily Thursday, February 28, 1952

M-G-M Production

Group in Operation
Hollywood, Feb. 27.—M-G-M's

new production group recently set

up by Dore Schary, vice-president in

charge of production, is in full op-

eration at the studio, it was an-

nounced here.

Initial producing assignments have
been made with Henry Berman to

produce "You for Me" and "Gyp Cir-

cuit" and Arthur Loevi', Jr., to pro-

duce "Seven Cakes for Christmas."

Hayes Goetz will produce "Bonanza"
and "Apache Trail." William Rob-
erts will do the screen play for the

former film from his own original.

Don Mankiewicz is writing a treat-

ment of the second. Robert Thomsen
is doing the screen play for the last

named.
Additional producing assignments

to include Matthew Rapf, Sol Fielding

and Sidney Franklin, Jr., also in the

group, will be announced shortly with
Schnee now back at his desk after a

two weeks' absence studying scripts.

Schary has formulated a long-

range program for the group which
will make up to fifteen features an-

nually.

Awards to Clift
Cleveland, Feb. 27.—Montgomery

Clift, star of George Stevens' "A
Place in the Sun," will accept the

Cleveland Critics Circle Awards for

1951 honoring the film, himself, and
his co-star, Shelley Winters, at a spe-

cial luncheon in Cleveland on March
4. Clift will accept these awards on
behalf of Stevens and Paramount Pic-

tures, which released the filim.

Crescent Circuit Manager Breaks Up
Unique Scheme in Bank Night Fraud
Nashville, Feb. 27.—An alert theater manager, Lloyd S. Lawrence,

of Crescent Amusement's Madison Theatre, broke up what might
have developed into a serious bank night fraud in Crescent's sub-
urban houses.
When Lawrence discovered that a ticket drawn by a small boy

from the barrel was printed on a different kind of cardboard and
was dirty as if handled considerably, he first announced a winner
had been found, then withdrew the announcement and called

police who immediately picked up a 13-year-old boy who readily

admitted that he had the winning ticket "palmed" when he
reached into the barrel. Questioning led to the arrest of the
employer of the boy's father. His scheme was to take the boy
to a suburban theatre on bank night and plant him where he
could rush forward and offer to draw out the winning ticket.

Investigation at other Crescent houses revealed that the same
boy drew a winning ticket for $250 at the Belmont Theater on the

other side of the city. The boy claimed that all he got out of it was
a free ticket to the show.
The manager of at least one Crescent suburban house is investi-

gating evident tampering with the bank night register at his

theatre. All Crescent houses involved have pledged absolute pro-

tection to the public against fraud in the weekly drawings.

600 Key 'Apache'

Dates for April
More than 600 key situations from

Coast to Coast will be playing Uni-

versal-International's "The Battle At
Apache Pass," with color in Techni-

color, during April in one of the larg-

est mass playoffs of a picture in the

company's history, Charles J. Feld-

man, domestic sales manager, reports.

U-I will list 447 of these situations

in two-color, double-truck advertising

spreads, marking the greatest number
of theatres to be listed in this type

of ad.

ANSWER
TO YOUR

TECHNICAL

PROBLEMS . .

.

Filming Schedule
On Coast Drops 4
Hollywood, Feb. 27.—Production

took a drop of four points last week,
for a total of 27 pictures in work.
Four new features were started and
eight were completed.

Started were : "The Devil Makes
Three," Mrtro - Goldwyn - Mayer

;

'-'Come Back, Little Sheba" (Hal
Wallis Productions) and "The Full
House" (Part 4—The Last, Leaf),
20th Century-Fox; "Ma and Pa
Kettle at Waikiki," Universal-Inter-
national.

Completed were : "The Happy
Time" (Kramer) Columbia; "Story
of Three Loves" (Mademoiselle Se-
quence), and "Because You're Mine,"
Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer ; "African
Treasure," Monogram; "War of the
Worlds" and "Caribbean Gold" (Pine-
Thomas), Paramount; "This Man Is

Mine" ( Wald-Krasna), RKO Radio;
"Dream Boat," 20th Century-Fox.

'lA' Wins Hike for

Para.'s Publicists

The Altec

Service Man and
the organization

behind him

161 Sixth Avenue,
New York 13, N. Y.

PROTECTING THE THEATRE -FIRST PLACE IN ENTERTAINMENT

An agreement between the lATSE
and Paramount Pictures on wage
increases for home office publicists was
reached here yesterday, and was
viewed as marking the first step to-
ward the establishment of a publicists'
local in the "lA" union.
A $10-across-the-board increase

combined with the raising of the
grades of a number of the publicists
will give the up-graders pay hikes of
as much as $40 under the impending
contract, it was indicated.
Other benefits agreed upon include

the establishment of a union shop.
The contract is expected to be signed
"shortly" by representatives of "lA"
Motion Picture Home Office Em-
ployes Local No. H-63 and the com-
pany.

The decision whether the Para-
mount publicists unit, the first group
of its kind to vote itself into the
lATSE, will become a segment of
H-63 or an independent local will
rest with Russell M. Moss, H-63 ex-
ecutive vice-president. Richard F.
Walsh, "lA" international president,
is understood to have asked Moss to
make such a decision after the sign-
ing of a contract. The latter is said
to

^
favor independence for the pub-

licists. H-63 is a local whose mem-
bership is made up of clerks, sten-
ogra.phers, messengers and other
"white collar" workers in film com-
panies' home offices.

Change in Public's
Film 'Attitudes'
Ridley Park, Pa., Feb. 27.—

Market studies made in Chicago last

year by Sindlinger & Co. indicate
that there are now 12 instead of four
classifications of theatre patrons and
that the 12th category, accounting
for 24.7 per cent of Chicago's popu-
lation of 3,625,530, contribute noth-
ing to the city's total theatre gross.

Prior to television, the Sindlinger
report contends, and where there is

no television today, the public could
be divided into four general classifica-

tions of theatre-goers : frequent, aver-
age, seldom and never. In the 63
television markets of today, it states

there are 12 classifications, "each dif-

fering in degree of behavior toward,
and interest in moviegoing."

Martin-Lewis Video
Show to Aid Fund
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis hope

to reach 2,800,000 television set own-
ers in the Greater New York area
during the 18-hour telethon they will

stage over NBC from midnight Fri-

day, March 14, until 6:00 P.M. Sat-
urday, to launch the fund-raising rp j.' ' 1 £ v
campaign for the $2,000,000 New York ^ eStimOnial TOY KaUC
Cardiac Hospital. Boston, Feb. 27.—The Variety Club
Martin and Lewis, currently s'tar- of New England yesterday honored Al

ring in "Sailor Beware," Hal Wallis Kane with a luncheon on his recent
production for Paramount, will un- promotion to the post of South-Cen-
dertake the telethon immediately after tral division sales manager for Para-
completing a five-week personal ap- mount. He was district manager here,

pearance tour. [ His headquarters will be in Dallas.

AMERICAN

THE MERCURY-DC-6 SKYSLEEPER SERVICE

Lv. 12:20 a.m. EST-Ar. 8:40 a.m. PST
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HE general release of Cecil B.

DeMille's "THE GREATEST SHOW
ON EARTH", originally planned for the

late fall of 1952, will be moved up to

July, 1952, in response to demands from

exhibitors and public. Its sensational

record-breaking boxoffice performance

in its initial engagements and its over-

whelming acclaim in the nation's press

have determined Paramount's releasing

policy—which will be welcome to show-

men everywhere who have emphasized

their need for big, big attractions during

the summer months.

We want this picture to reach your

theatre red hot and presold so that every-

one in your city, town or neighborhood,

from 6 to 86, will be talking about it and

clamoring to see it.

1

THE GREATEST SHOW ON Ey\RT

Cecil B. De MiUe's "THE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH'' starring Betty Hutton • Cornel Wilde • CI:

Emmett Kelly • Cucciola • Antoinette Concello • and James Stewart • Produced and Directed by Cecil I

Screenplay by Fredric M. Frank, Barre Lyndon and Theodore St. Jo]



5^-

Therefore, we are making

"THE GREATEST
SHOW ON EARTH"
available to a limited num-

ber of theatres through-

out the country on a

special pre-release basis.

Thus the greatest word-of-

mouth will be developed

and the deepest potential-

audience penetration obtained by thetime

"THE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH"
is emblazoned on your marquee.

We know these pre-release engagements

will be of the utmost importance to

theatres booking the picture in general

release. These first mass -audiences will

become exploiteers for the entire nation.

Many exhibitors would like to play "THE

Paramount Sets

Release Of
^^^^

Greatest Show
On Earth

^'ant Exploitation
Staff hy.

Co^^Piete-Penetration
Presell'

Be

Vast

ing

GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH"
tomorrow if it were available. However,

this pre-release timetable—together with

the picture's summer general release—

will produce the maximum return in dol-

lars and cents for all exhibitors. And it

will bring the industry as a whole the full

measureofoptimism and morale that only

the greatest motion picture can provide.

BETTY HUTTON CORNEL WILD E JA

M

ES S

on Heston • Dorothy Lamour • Gloria Grahame • vsdth Henry Wilcoxon • Lyle Bettger • Lawrence Tierney

'eMille • Color by Technicolor • Produced with the cooperation of Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey Circus

Story by Fredric M. Frank, Theodore St. John and Frank Cavett
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THIS SEAL WILL SEND MILLIONS

OF TEENS TO SEE

Cecil B. DeMille's

THE

GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH
A PARAMOUNT PICTURE

Teens are your top audience!

SEVENTEEN, with monthly pages packed

with film news, keeps million of

these girls constant fans, constant

movie-goers.

Over 80% of SEVENTEEN's readers go
to the movies ever/ weefc— more often

by far than any other magazine readers.

When they "see it in SEVENTEEN," they

pay to see it in theaters.

seventeen
EXHIBITORS! Tie in with SEVENTEEN's

award to 'The Greatest Show on Earth."

For free promotion aids, write

SEVENTEEN, Sales Promotion Dept., 488
Madison Avenue, New York 22, N. Y.

Review
"When in Rome'*
{Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)

THE STORY of a strange association between an American parish priest

and an escaped San Quentin convict on their way to Rome during the
Holy Year has been turned into a striking production in M-G-M's "When
in Rome." The picture has warmth and humor and shows the mark of pro-
duction resourcefulness. The charm and unusualness of the story is a good
merchandising point and it is buttressed by a cast headed by Van Johnson
and Paul Douglas.
On boat, en route to Rome, Johnson meets Douglas, a flashy character,

and a rather close friendship is struck up. It develops that Douglas is escap-
ing from the police and as a convenient way to elude them when the boat

docks, he makes off with Johnson's cassock. Quite naturally Douglas is ac-

cepted as a bona fide priest and Johnson is mistaken for the criminal. The
comedy inherent in this situation is brought fully to the surface. After a bit

of adventure with the police Johnson establishes his true identity and re-

luctantly promises police captain Joseph Calleia to help find the culprit.

The picture, which Clarence Brown produced and directed, was shot in

Rome. Thus the authentic backgrounds and views of famous cathedrals be-

come an added premium for the filmgoer.

Johnson finally catches up with Douglas and is torn between his pledge to

turn him in to the police and his desire to help him find salvation. Johnson
accedes to Douglas' plea for a 24-hour reprieve before being turned in. The
two men go venturing through the city, and under Brown's directorial

guidance, considerable fun and excitement is churned up.

With the police always in hot pursuit of the pair, the screenplay, by
Charles Schnee and Dorothy Kingsley, frequently takes on the tense aspects

of a chase drama. Incident follows incident until the surprise climax is

reached. Douglas, finally seeing the error of his past ways, joins a monastic

order and takes a vow of silence. The final curtain is rung down as Johnson

promises to meet his friend again—at the next Holy Year, in 25 years.

Running time, 78 minutes. General audience classification. For April

release. Mandel Herbstman

To Air Complaint
On Firlik Tariff
Albany, N. Y, Feb. 27.—A Public

Service Commission hearing on a pro-

test by the Schine circuit of Glovers-

ville, against new tarit? rates for the

Firlik Film Delivery Service of Al-

bany will be held here April IS.

The Commission permitted the tariff

raise to become etTective on Feb. 17.

The Schine complaint on approxi-

mately one-tenth of the deliverv points

covered being the only one that was
filed.

The Albany Theatre Owners of

America voted last week to investi-

gate the matter. At that time it was
said increases in rates had been re-

ported to be from 20 to 60 per cent.

A Public Service Commission staff

member explained that the average in-

crease for Firlik is 20 per cent. The
old schedule had been in effect for

five years.

Name Troyer, Enfjen
In Percentaffe Suits
Fargo, N. D., Feb. 27.—Guy. A.

Troyer and Otis K. Engen were
named defendants in five percentage

suits filed in Federal Court yesterday.

Paramount, 20th Century-Fox, War-
ner, RKO and Universal each filed

for damages based on alleged under-
reporting of receints at the Lyric The-
atre in Rugby, N. D.

Shearer, Bvard, Trogner and Peters,

of Minneapolis, and Cupler, Tenneson,
Serkland & Leahy, of Fargo, repre-

sented the distributors, with Sargoy &
Stein of New York of counsel.

Glassman Sets
(Continued from page 1)

AMPA to Honor
Art Men March 6
William Schneider, vice-president

of Donahue & Coe, and Roy Tillotson,

president of the Art Directors Club of

New York, will be the principal speak-
ers at a luncheon-meeting of the As-
sociated Motion Picture Advertisers
on March 6 at the Hotel Piccadilly

here, it was announced yesterday by
Harry K. McWilliams, AMPA presi-

dent. Donahue & Coe is advertising

agent for many film and theatre ac-

counts.

The meeting, designed as a tribute

to the art directors and artists of film

compaiiy advertising departments and
advertising agencies for motion pic-

tures, will be under the chairmanship
of Vincent Trotta.

WB to Retire
(Continued from page 1)

would reduce WB outstanding stock

holdings another estimated 750,000

shares, for a total of 1,750,000 shares

to be cancelled since last fall.

The company stated that when the

current appropriation was first con-

sidered, a sum of $15,000,000 was
thought advisable, but this was changed
to $10,000,000.

Mailed in Two Weeks
It is expected that formal invita-

tions to tender stock will be mailed
to stockholders in about two weeks,
and that the deadline for submission

of tenders to the Guarantee Trust Co.

of New York, agent for the corpora-
tion for this purpose, will be approxi-
mately three weeks thereafter.

On the New York Stock Exchange
yesterday WB stock ranged in the

neighborhood of $15.12.

gional meetings throughout New Eng-
land will be held for members who
find it difficult to attend regular meet-

ings in Boston. These will begin early

in April.

The croper shortage is critfcaU SAVE
YOUR COPPER DRIPPINGS.

Feeley to Drive-in Meet
Boston, Feb. 27.—Ray Feeley, sec-

retary of the Drive-in Theatres As-
sociation of New England, will be a

delegate at the drive-in meeting of

national Allied to be held at Kansas
City on March 4.
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Claims Para. Violated
(Continued from page 1)

'Red' Reply
(Continued from page 1 )

Arbitration

{Continued from page 1)

have manifested willingness to discuss

the other's plan for publication. Their
attitude appears to be that they will

be provided with sufficient opportunity

to comment and criticize at an indus-

try conference, if one is called by dis-

tributors.

Queried here yesterday as TOA's
plan was made public,, Wilbur Snaper,
president of national Allied, refused

to make any statement to reporters

on the rival organization's proposals.

Not only would TOA's "national

administrator" receive a salary of not

more than $25,000 annually, but his

appointment would be by the U. S.

Secretary of Commerce. Abram F.

Myers, Allied's general counsel and
board chairman, at the Allied conven-
tion here last October took pains to

warn the industry to guard itself

against government "interference and
regulation." Whether Myers, who
would sit in on an industry arbitration

conference, might interpret such an
appointment requirement as inviting

government interference, was a matter
of conjecture in exhibition circles

here yesterday.

TOA's plan also stipulated $50 per
diem fees for arbitrators, as well as

charges for complaint and intervenor
filings. Allied, in its plan, listed no
fees whatever, and is understood to

expect that industry executives would
be willing to serve as arbitrators

without compensation except for tra-

veling expenses.

'Frisco Arbitration

Plan Is Extended

The conciliation and arbitration

committee plan announced by the

Western Theatre Owners Association
in Salt Lake City Tuesday is essen-

tially the same plan which M-G-M
has been functioning under in San
Francisco, it was disclosed here yes-

terday by Charles M. Reagan, M-G-M
distribution head.

Reagan, commenting on WTO pres-

ident Rotus Harvey's announcement,
said the plan would be new for tlTc

Salt Lake area. In addition, Harvey
said the project would be extended tn

Portland and Seattle exchange areas.

Twentieth Century-Fox has also

agreed to the plan, Harvey said,

adding that negotiations were under-
way with other distributors.

Under the plan, the distributors

would select a representative, exhib-

itors would select one, and both would
agree on a third member. All three

would arbitrate any disputes in tradi'

practices, except on film rentals. Both
parties to the dispute would be bound
by the decision.

According to Ralph Trathem, grou]
chairman of the Utah and Southern
Idaho exhibitors, the man to repre-

sent exhibitors in his area would he
elected by the Western theatre opera-
tors' unit.

Discuss New Recordings
Film production with new synchron-

ized quarter-inch magnetic tape was
discussed and demonstrated last night

before members and guests of the So-
ciety of Motion Picture and Televisioi

Engineers. Meeting at the Henry
Hudson Hotel, the Engineers' Atlantic

Coast section heard W. T. Selsted

of Ampex Electric Corp. describe new
recording techniques.

case. Lawyers for Paramount Pictures

and United Paramount Theatres
raised strong objections to the inclu-

sion of the cases in the record, but

hearing examiner Leo IJesnick said

he would withhold for the time being

a decision on whether or not the cases

should be admitted.

Questioned Keough

Today's battle occurred during the

testimony of Austin C. Keough,
Paramount general counsel. In ques-
tioning Keough on the 1933-35 NRA
code for the industry, Paglin declared
that the code indicated agreement by
both distributors and exhibitors that

"certain unfair trade practices did ex-

ist at that time."

Asked by Paglin if the code showed
the "recognition of certain unfair trade

practices" in the industry and an "ef-

fort by producers and distributors to

do away with those practices" Keough
replied that this was so.

Rounding out his fifth day on the

stand, Keough said that Paramount
had often settled anti-trust suits

brought against it because it was "very
expensive to continue the case." The

company did this, he declared, "despite
its great conviction that it would
prevail." He added that Paramount
had lost many cases which it had been
convinced it would win, and so "an
important factor in deciding to settle"

was the cost of continuing the suit.

In questioning Keough on cases
which Paramount had settled, Para-
mount attorney Paul A. Porter ob-
jected to putting into the record the
amounts for which they were settled.

Porter declared that revealing such
figures might affect cases which are

now pending against Paramount. Al-
though Resnick made no ruling on this

question. Porter said he would ob-

ject any time the amount of a settle-

ment came up.

FCC attorneys have not yet finished

their cross-questioning of Keough and
since DuMont attorneys estimate a

day of cross-questioning of their own,
Keough will doubtless be on the stand

until the end of the week. The ne.xt

witness, Klaus Lansberg, manager of

Paramount Television Production's

Los Angeles television station, KTLA,
is expected to be on the stand for two
days next week.

resolution, but declined to comment.

Last May 17 Chairman Wood
caused to be entered in the commit-
tee's record a statement of his own
to the effect that he had informed
himself of Hollywood producers' atti-

tudes on the subject of employment
of known Communists and had satis-

fied himself "that they are spending
literally thousands and thousands of

dollars undertaking to screen the

backgrounds of persons novv enip oyeo
in essential positions in ihe industrx',

and they are exercising a great deal

of diligence in that respect."

In Washington yesterday. Rep.
Walter of Pennsylvania, ranking
Democrat on the committee, told

Motion Picture Daily he thought
the committee report's criticism of the

industry was ill-advised and that he
favored some statement by the com-
mittee "to correct this situation."

Another member of the committee
in Washington, who asked that his

name not be used, said that committee
members apparently had not read the

report as carefully as they should have
before approving it.

from prohibition bootlegger to ruler

of a billion dollar empire!

Tm bigger than

anybody in the world . .

.

Everybody takes

my orders . .

.

Fm the boss^^

You'H see him soon in one

tartling
pi<^tures in years.



There's No Business Like
CENTURY-FOX
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Disney Spurns

Tiddling' TV
Pay for Films

Sees No Competition
With Theatre Revenue

The sale of Walt Disney films

to the television market—probably

the most desired pictures of all for

TV—has been ruled out by Roy O.
Disney, presi-

dent of Walt
Disney Produc-
tions.

Disney, whose
firm has made
an extensive

on - the - scene

survey of the

revenue possi-

bilities of the

TV market,
said the money
offered by TV
was "piddling"

compared to the

revenues d e

-

rived from dis-

tribution to motion picture theatres.

As evidence that Walt Disney Pro
{Continued on page 3)

Roy Disney

UA Circuit, Loew's

Win Month's Delay

A one-month extension for the dis-

solution of the joint theatre interests

held by Loew's and United Artists
Theatre Circuit, Inc., has been
granted, the Department of Justice dis-

closed here yesterday.
Under terms of Loew's consent

decree divorcement of the joint inter-

ests was to have taken place by today.
According to the last report of the

(Continued on page 2)

1-Picture Companies
Get Legal Boost
Hollywood, Feb. 28.—A decision

which could have a far-reaching ef-

fect on the status of one-picture cor-
porations formed for tax purposes was
rendered today by Federal Judge Leon
R. Yankwich.
Yankwich ruled producer F. Hugh

(Continued on page 2)

'Andersen^ Is Only
Film Involved in

Goldwyn-UA Talks

Hollywood, Feb. 28.—Discussions
which have been held between Sam-
uel Goldwyn and United Artists have
centered only on the distribution by
U. A. of Goldwyn's current produc-
tion, "Hans Christian Andersen," it

was learned as Arthur Krim, U. A.
president, left here by plane for Chi-
cago, en route to New York.
Nothing conclusive concerning U. A.

distribution of the $4,000,000 Goldwyn
production is expected to develop for

some time.

Krim will confer in Chicago with
Walter Heller, whose financing com-
pany last year made available to U. A.
a $2,000,000 revolving fund for in-

(Continued on page 6)

Keough Can't See

TV for First -Runs

Washington, Feb. 28.—Paramount
Pictures general counsel Austin C.

Keough said he does not regard TV
stations as profitable outlets for first-

run film showings.
Stressing that distribution profits

come primarily from first-run show-
ings, Keough told the Federal Com-
munications Commission Paramount

(Continued on page 3)

Review of Milgram
Case to Be Asked
Decision was reached here

yesterday by attorneys for

defendant companies in the
Allentown, Pa., Drive-in case,

to petition the U. S. Supreme
Court for a writ of certiorari

of the Federal Court decision

holding major companies
guilty of conspiracy in deny-
ing first - run films to the
drive-in theatre.

The strategic case was won
in the lower court by David
Milgram, owner of the Allen-
town drive-in and the U. S.

Circuit Court of Appeals in

Philadelphia upheld the deci-

sion last fall.

Anxiety Mounts As
New Restrictions

Threaten Overseas

Anxiety over the "epidemic" of re-

mittance restriction planning that has

appeared in Europe was expressed

here yesterday in film export circles

following a meeting of foreign mana-
gers on Wednesday at the Motion
Picture Association of America's New
York office.

The latest country to indicate it

(Continued on page 6)

Warns Against Televising

Large'Scale Productions
The belief that such large-scale productions as the Radio City Music

Hall stage show and performances of the Metropolitan Opera Co. would
make poor theatre TV fare because of present technical difficulties v^^as

expressed here yesterday by an official of Loew's.

Tir Ti ¥ The Loew's executive, whose com
Walker Succeeds
Coy on the FCC
Washington, Feb. 28.—President

Truman today filled the vacancy in

the Federal Communications Commis-
sion left by the recent resignation of

chairman Wayne Coy, when he named
Paul A. Walker, a member of the

Commission since it was formed, in

1934, to be chairman. At the same
time, he named Robert T. Hartley,

(Continued on page 2)

pany s eight theatre-TV equipped

houses form one of the larger theatre

television circuits, said he would not

book such shows at present. The tech-

nical difficulties listed by him included

present TV projection equipment
which limits the scope of the lens.

The image that would appear on
large-screen television, he pointed out,

would be only an enlarged duplicate

of what people now get at home,
which he considered thoroughly inade-

(Continued on page 3)

MPAA Role in

Tinky' Appeal

Is Approved
Will Help Bring Censor
Test to Supreme Court

Formal decision to give the sup-

port of the Motion Picture Associa-
tion of America to the impending
U. S. Supreme Court test of film

censorship in the "Pinky" case was
made here yesterday by the legal com-
mittee of MPAA.

Legal help will be afforded by
MPAA immediately to Robert
L. Park, attorney for East
Texas Theatres, owner of the
Paramount in Marshall, Tex.,
where the "Pinky" case origi-

nated. Phillip O'Brien, MPAA
attorney, is scheduled to go to
Austin, 'Tex., next week to
participate in presentation of
an order to the Texas Court
of Appeals for signing, the last
legal step necessary prior to
the filing of an appeal with the
U. S. Supreme Court.

Preparation of the latter appeal
(Continued on page 2)

Republic's Officers

Received $423,829

Washington, Feb. 28.—All officers

and directors of Republic Pictures re-

ceived during the last fiscal year
remuneration totaling $423,829, the
company reported today to the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission.
Top compensation went to Herbert

J. Yates, president, who received
$175,350, including $100,000 accrued
remuneration for the year. Payment

(Continued on page 6)

1,000 Attend NCCJ
Brotherhood Tribute
Some 1,000 from the entertainment

industry and from other fields, and
society, government and the press,

were present at the V^aldorf Astoria
Hotel here last night for the National
Conference of Christians and Jews
annual "Brotherhood" dinner. Her-

(Coniinued on page 3)

As!" 'em in l.
HUMPHREY KATHARINE

BOGART • HEPBURN
Produced by S. P. EAGLE

Directed by JOHN HUSTON
Color by TECHNICOLOR
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Sees Autumn Trial

In RKO-Loew's Suit

Revising his earlier predic-

tion that Pathe Industries'

$15,000,000 triple-damage anti-

trust suit against the Loew's
and RKO circuits would come
up for hearing this spring in

U. S. District Court here,
William C. MacMillen, Jr.,

Pathe president, now believes
the action will not go to trial

before next fall.

The reason for the delay,
he said, is that distributors,
particularly Universal, are
slow in submitting requested
documents and records relat-

ing to grosses in the New
York Metropolitan Area. The
complaint charges conspiracy
to exclude independently-pro-
duced films from this area.

Tinky' Appeal
(Continued from page 1)

probably will be completed toward the

end of March. Appellants have until

mid-April to file in the high court.

The "Pinky" case, since its origin

in 1949, has been regarded by indus-

try attorneys as an ideal test case of

film censorship. W. L. Gelling, man-
ager of the theatre, was arrested under
an ancient village ordinance for ex-

hibiting "Pinky," which depicts racial

problems. He was tried, convicted

and fined. The conviction was upheld
by the Texas Court of Criminal Ap-
peals last Jan. 30. Attorneys feel the

case presents all of the necessary
elements calling for a clear-cut deci-

sion on the constitutionality of film

censorship by the Supreme Court.
MPAA several weeks ago declined

an invitation by Ephraim London, at-

torney for Joseph Burstyn, to join in

an appeal to the Supreme Court of a

decision by the New York Court of

Appeals holding the Italian-made film,

"The Miracle," unfit for exhibition in

the state on grounds that it was sacri-

legious.

That case has been appealed to the

.Supreme Court and probably will be
decided prior to the "Pinky" case. At-
torneys, however, regard it as unlikely

to result in as clear-cut a ruling on
the constitutionality of film censor-

ship as the "Pinky" case.

1-Picture Companies
(Continued from page 1)

Herbert and wife, who formed Ab-
bott-Herbert Productions in 1945 to

jjroduce "Kiss and Tell," are entitled

to recover $198,515.52 in taxes paid on
])crsonal income basis after the Treas-
ury Department had denied the right

to it on a capital gains basis. Yank-
wich said "ever since 1874 the Su-
preme Court lias insisted that tlic tax-

payer may legally and honorably take

means to minimize his tax. When on
voluntary dissolution of a corporation

the choice lies between several meth-
ods, the taxpayer may choose one
which is not taxable. When he makes
his choice, it cannot be swept aside

In administrative fiat."

Personal Mention
ADOLPH ZUKOR, chairman of

the board of Paramount Pictures,

will leave here today for Hollywood
on his annual studio visit.

•

Bill Brown, manager of Loew's
Majestic theatre in Evansville, In-

diana, will enter Welbron Memorial
Baptist Hospital there Monday for

surgery.
•

Mrs. Dee Light, secretary to Irv-

ing Sochin, Universal sales executive,

has returned to her desk following

recuperation from a knee accident.

PT. DANA, Universal Pictures'

• Eastern sales manager, will leave

New York today for a week's trip to

Washington, Cleveland and Buffalo.
•

Col. Bill McCraw, executive di-

rector of Variety Clubs International,

was tendered a welcome home dinner

by members of Variety Tent No. 14

in Milwaukee.

Charles D. Prutzman, industry

attorney, left here yesterday for a

three weeks vacation in Florida.

Realart Meeting
Here Tomorrow
A three-day sales meeting of Real-

art Pictures franchise holders will

begin at the Warwick Hotel here to-

morrow. Presiding will be Jack
Broder, president and chairman of

the board.

On the agenda are sales discussions

of four Broder pictures now in re-

lease, as well as forthcoming product.

Assisting Broder will be Budd Rog-
ers, executive vice-president

;
Jack

Schlaifer, sales vice-president, and
Carroll Puciato, vice-president in

charge of exchange operations.

File for New Trial in

Scott-Lardner Case
Hollywood, Feb. 28.—Counsel for

20th Century-Fox and RKO Radio
said today motion for new trial in the

consolidated Adrian Scott-Ring Lard-
ner, Jr., case against those studios,

decided in plaintiffs' favor Feb. 15,

will be filed within 10 days.

Filing for a new trial necessarily

awaited the court's entering judgment,

which was done yesterday. The court

had ruled plaintiffs were due salaries

they would have received under con-

tract terminated by their employers

after they had refused to answer Un-
American Activities committee ques-

tions.

Walker Succeeds
(Continued from page 1)

administrative assistant to House
Speaker Sam Rayburn, to be a mem-
ber of the Commission.
The 71-year-old Walker, who had

been FCC vice-chairman, is an attor-

ney with long experience in govern-

ment investigation and control of

private industry. Bartley, 42, is also

an attorney. He once was head of the

FCC's telegraph division, served with

the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission and Office of War Informa-
tion, and as an official of the Yankee
Network. He has been Rayburn's
assistant since 1948.

UA Circuit, Loew's
(Continued from page 1)

U. A. circuit, the following theatres

were held in partnership with Loew's :

Loew's State, Louisville ; Loew's
Century, Parkway and Valencia, Bal-

timore; Loew's Broad and Loew's
Ohio, Columbus, and Loew's Penn and
Ritz, Pittsburgh.

Complete Plans for
K,C. Drive4n Meet
Kansas City, Feb. 28.—Plans for

the National Drive-in Theatre Own-
ers convention and equipment show
sponsored by the Allied Theatre
Owners of Kansas and Missouri
March 4-6 at the Hotel Continental
are well set.

On the program, in addition to

speakers previously announced, will be
E. A. Gill, of Litchfield, 111. on insect

control; D. M. Bell of Kansas City,

on weed and dust control, and R. T.
Anderson of Chicago on early out-

door theatre (airdome) operation.

The show will include besides new
as well as known devices for insect

and weed control, concession opera-
tion, playgrounds and towers. Jay
Stark is equipment show manager.
National figures expected are William
Saper, Abram F. Myers, Ben Marcus,
Charles Niles, Col. William McCraw
of Dallas, the Rev. Bill Alexander
and screen stars. Jay Wooten, presi-

dent of the Allied unit, is here per-

fecting arrangements for the conven-
tion and show.

Cape Cod Theatres
Paralyzed by Storm
Boston, Feb. 28.—The Cape Cod

section of Massachusetts was para-

lyzed today under 10 to 15 foot snow
drifts in the wake of the worst North-
east snowstorm in 50 years. Eighty
per cent of the electric power was
knocked out as well as telephone com-
munications. State roads as well as

secondary roads in this section were
impassable. Motion picture theatres

from Plymouth to Provincetown were
closed today on account of lack of

power as well as heat.

Services for Mother
Of Max Youngstein

Services were held here yesterday
at Gutterman Ciiapel for Mrs. Molly
Youngstein, mother of Max E.
Youngstein, United Artists vice-

president, who died Wednesday after

a long illness, at Lebanon Hospital in

the Bronx. She was 66 years old.

Also surviving are her husband,

Elias ; five other children, Harry,
Benjamin, Pearl, Morris and Mrs.

Miriam Hugel, and 11 grandchildren.

Interment was at the United Hebrew
Cemetery on Staten Island.

The copper shortage is critical. SAVE
YOUR COPPER DRIPPINGS.

B. & K. Seeks Relief
From Chicago Decree
Chicago, Feb. 28.—Balaban

and Katz Theatres will file

an appeal in the Circuit
Court of Appeals here tomor-
row seeking relief from the
Jackson Park decree in the
form of unlimited first-runs
and "ample booking time" for
first outlying "A" runs.

The Jackson Park decree
limits Loop first-runs in "affi-

liated" theatres to two weeks
and requires a fast play-off
in subsequent runs.

Grand Jury Probes
Electronic Firms
Washington, Feb. 28.—Justice De-

partment officials said a New York
City Federal Grand Jury is investigat-

ing possible anti-trust law violations

by electronics firms. Major radio and
television set manufacturers have been
subpoenaed, it was stated.

Department spokesmen revealed this

in answer to queries, but refused to

elaborate. Some reports had it that

the investigation had color television

aspects, but the D. of J. would not
comment on this.

Teach School Editors
Film Reviewing
An experimental program designed

to acquaint editors and writers of high
school publications with the techniques

of reviewing motion pictures will be
launched today by the New York
Board of Education. This was dis-

closed by Marjorie G. Dawson, asso-

ciate director of community relations

of the Motion Picture Association of

America, who is working with Board
of Education officials on the project.

Stage Shows for Dietrich
Marlene Dietrich, for the first time

in her career, will make a personal

appearance with the opening of one
of her pictures when Fidelity Produc-
tions' "Rancho Notorious" will have
its world premiere at the State Lake
Theatre in Oiicago next Thursday.

NEW YORK THEATRES

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL
Rockefeller Center

CECIL B. DeMILLE'S

"THE GREATEST SHOW
ON EARTH"

Color by TECHNICOLOR
plus

SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION

WALT DISNEY'S

SNOW WHITE
and the SEVEN DWARFS

Color by Technicolor

BROADWAY AND
45TH STREET
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Networks, 77 Stations
Subscribe to TV Code
Washington, Feb. 28. — All

four television networks and
77 TV stations have sub-
scribed to the National Asso-
ciation of Radio and Televi-
sion Broadcasters' new TV
code, the association said to-
day. It made the announce-
ment as the code's five-man
review board held its first

meeting, and went over the
code with Federal Commun-
ications Commission chair-
man Paul Walker; Senate
commerce committee chair-
man Ed Johnson; and Sena-
tor Ernest McFarland, chair-
man of the committee's com-
munications subcommittee.

TV for First-runs
(Continued from page 1)

hearing that "there isn't one first-run
theatre account, but hundreds and hun-
dreds, as against a small number of
television stations."

Came Under Questioning
Keough's views on TV stations as

against theatres for outlets for Para-
mount's first-run showings came un-
der questioning by Alorton Galane, at-
torney for Allen B. DuMont Tele-
vision Laboratories. He took over
when FCC counsel Frederick Ford
finished questioning Keough on Para-
mount trade practices. Keough is ex-
pected to wind up his tour on the
witness stand today, and to be followed
Monday by Klaus Landsberg, man-
ager of Paramount's television station
KTLA at Los Angeles. Landsberg is

expected to be the last Paramount
witness at present on the renewal of
KTLA's license, although Paramount
counsel Paul Porter has said he might
put several directors on the stand
later in the hearings. When Lands-
berg finishes, witnesses for United
Paramount Theatres will take up.

Warns Against
(Continued from page 1)

quate for theatres. Scenes with a
large number of people, or chorines, he
continued, would be just as bad on the-
atre television as on home T\', with
the audience hardly being able to dis-
tinguish those on stage.

Projected theatre televising of the
Radio City Music Hall show and
Metropolitan Opera performances
were recently broached by Tlieatre
Network Television.

Not Unanimous
The sentiments of the Loew's offi-

cial, it should be pointed out, is by
no means unanimous in the industry,
with some theatre TV officials holding
the belief that such shows might make
good theatre TV fare.

The Loew's official cautioned that
the standards used to measure the
technical performance of such tele-
casts as fights and basketball games
are lower than the standards that
would be required for telecasting
Broadway shows. The theatre audi-
ence, he added, would compare what
they saw as a telecast with a motion
picture.

He acknowledged, however, that
Broadway stage shows which are not
too big as a production i)roblem and
have a limited cast could feasibly be
telecast into theatres.

Review
"One Big Affair"
( Boficaus-L nitcd Artists)

A MONO THE wacky happenings in this farce is a cross-country tour of
Alexico by bus, bicycle, ox-cart and foot. In the course of events Evelyn

Keyes and Dennis O'Keefe meet, fall in love and make plans to marry after
surmounting innumerable inconsequential obstacles. It's standard lightweight
farce, brought a little above routine by many casual glimpses of the Mexican
countryside, where it was filmed.

Miss Keyes, a Pamona school teacher on one of those bus tours timed to

the split second, gets tired of looking at ruins 1,000 years old and 900 feet

high, misses the bus at one stop and promptly finds herself in the company
of O'Keefe, 30 years old and si.x feet high. The latter, a high-priced divorce
lawyer, is bicycling to Acapulco "to keep out of trouble," which is, of course,

just beginning. Before they reach the seaside town, he is accused of kidnap-
ping the girl, becomes the object of a nationwide man-hunt and both are

adopted by a whimsical Mexican orphan boy.

The furious antics of the stars, assisted by Connie Gilchrist as a school-

marm, Thurston Hall as the law firm head and Gus Schilling as the ubi-

quitous tour director, occasionally make the situations genuinely funny ; more
often, however, they seem contrived. Benedict Bogeaus produced and Peter

Godfrey directed Leo Townsend's screenplay, adapted by Francis Swann from

a story by George Bricker.

Running time, 80 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

Feb. 22.

No Disney Films for TV
(Continued from page 1)

ductions is committed to the motion

picture business as opposed to TV,
and that there would be no change in

policy in the foreseeable future, Dis-

ney said the studio has more produc-

tions in work and more films planned

now than in any similar time in the

company's history.

He cited the current reissue of

"Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs"
as an example of the much larger

revenues offered by theatrical distrib-

ution, with a new generation flocking

to the Criterion in New York to view

the three-time revival. He estimated

that all TV would offer for such a

film would be between $100,000 and

$200,000 across the nation.

"Fortunately," Disney con-
tinued, "our tongue isn't hang-
ing out. We don't have to grope
for little money.
"When you take the objec-

tive view," he emphasized, "the-

atrical distribution is the only
answer."

Home television he viewed as an
excellent medium of exploitation, cit-

ing the Disney Christmas TV show,
which had an estimated audience of

30,000,000 persons, as an example.
The black-and-white clips used in the

show, Disney pointed out, served as

a good trailer, with people being

urged to view the picture in Techni-
color when it returns to their neigh-

borhood theatre.

Disney had a word of caution for

exhibitors. Unfortunately, Disney
claimed, there are too few exhibitors

who try to make their returns to

producers adequate enough to keep
the production end of the industry

healthy. He labelled this attitude as

being "penny wise and dollar foolish."

The attitude of many exhibi-
tors, he went on, is to keep
grosses high without regard to
how many films are used up in
the process. Talent, as reflected
in films, is a prized possession
and should be utilized wisely,
he urged.

Disney called short subjects a

necessary ingredient of a rounded the-

atrical film program, warning that

there should be "no breaking down"
of the public's attachment for good
entertainment.

Disney said one of the biggest

problems of the day is in the animated
field with rising production costs. It

takes his company five years to real-

ize a profit on a short subject, he said.

Projectionists Win
2-Operator Issue
Chicago, Feb. 28.—RKO's Grand

Tlieatre, closed for several weeks be-

cause of a labor dispute, will reopen
Alarch 5, but with two operators per
shift as demanded by the operators'

union. Scheduled to play the house
are "David and Bathsheba," for one
week, followed by "Phone Call from A
Stranger," for two weeks, and "Viva
Zapata" for an undetermined run.

Sudekum Memorial
Nashville. Feb. 28.—Opening date

for the Tony Sudekum Memorial
Planetarium, to be located in the Chil-

dren's Museum Building here, has
been set for Monday, according to an
announcement by Mrs. Sudekum, who
paid for this memorial to tlie late

founder of Crescent Amusement Co.

Texas Compo to Pick
'Manager of theYear'
Dallas, Feb. 28.—Details of "The-

atre Manager of the Year" awards
for Texas will be announced at the
Texas Council of Motion Picture Or-
ganizations conference to be held here
on June 9-11. Seven circuit execu-
tives and 11 independents will make
the selections.

U. A. Will Get 5th
From Kings in '52
The King Brothers' 1952 production

program for L^nited Artists release has
been expanded to five features, with
the addition of "The Ring," an ori-

ginal story of the fight game by Irving
Shulman, author of "The Amboy
Dukes."

^Brotherhood'
(Continued from page 1)

I/Oxiis Nizer Richard AV'alsh

bert Bayard Swope was the chief
speaker.

Annual Brotherhood Awards were
presented to Richard Walsh, Celeste
Holm, and to Edward L. Fabian for
his father, Si Fabian, who was called
away to Florida, where his mother
is ill.

Louis Nizer was chairman of the
dinner committee. George P. Skouras
chairman of the amusement division
of the NCCJ 1952 fund raising drive,
was detained in Florida, and J. Robert
Rubin presided in his absence.
Novelist Fannie Hurst made the

Awards presentation to Walsh, while
Nizer^ presented Fabian's and Miss
Holm's.
The industry leaders on the dais

included: Charles Reagan, Al Daff,
Charles Einfeld, William Gehring'
Major Leslie E. Thompson, John J.
O'Connor, Russell M. Downing, Wil-
liam Brenner, Max A. Cohen, Harry
Hirschfield, Robert Mochrie, Jerome
M. Pickman and Henry A. Linet.

Civic figures on the dais were
Swope, Leonard Lyons, Dr. Everett R.
Clinchy, NCCJ president, Mrs. Robert
P. Patterson, Fannie Hurst, as well
as Walsh and Miss Holm.

600 at Coast NCCJ Dinner
Honor Charles P. Skouras

Hollywood, Feb. 28.—Charles P.
Skouras was honored tonight for his
work in promoting Brotherhood
among all men by 600 religious, civic,

business, industry leaders who at-
tended a banquet at the Ambassador
Hotel, sponsored by the National
Connference of Christians and Jews.
Paul Hoffman, head of the Ford
Foundation, delivered the principal
address.

House Unit Passes

Copyright Bill

Washington, Feb. 28.—A House
Judiciary sub-committee has approved
a bill which government and private
copyright experts have said is neces-
sary to prevent foreign governments
fronri retaliating against U. S. films,
music and other art forms.
The measure would remove from the

U. S. copyright law a requirement
that foreign books in the English lan-
guage must be reprinted and rebound
in the U. S. to get full U. S. copy-
right protection. The government and
industry leaders warned the sub-com-
mittee that unless this measure is en-
acted, foreign countries will cut down
the copyright protection they give
U. S. works of art, including films.
Tile measure now goes to the full

judiciary committee for action.



THE REDBOOK SILVER CUP

AGAIN M-G-M!
One award after another, starting with Modern

Screen Magazine, Photoplay Medals, Christo-

pher Awards, Look Magazine-and now one

of the most coveted tributes of the year, the Red-

book Silver Cup, announced in March Redbook:

For their production of

fine films throughout

1951, Dore Schary and
the M-G-M Studio win
Redbook's Silver Cup.»

Memorable box-office hits of the year from the

M-G-M Studio selected by Redbook editors {(op to

bottom at the right): the gay, dancing "An American In

Paris"; magnificent and spectacular "Quo Vadis";

"Father's Little Dividend", a rollicking comedy; a

revival of the great favorite "Show Boat", and the

popular musical biography "The Great Caruso".

"AN AMERICAN IN PARIS"
Producer: Arthur Freed

Director: Vincente Minnelli
Screen Play hy: Alan Jay Lerner

"QUO VADIS"
Producer: Sam Zimbalist
Director: Mervyn LeRoy

Screen Play hy: John Lee Mahin and
S. N. Behrman. Sonya Levien

"FATHER'S LITTLE DIVIDEND"
Producer: Pandro S. Berman
Director: Vincente Minnelli

Screen Play hy: Albert Hackett and
Frances Goodrich

"SHOW BOAT"
Producer: Arthur Freed
Director: George Sidney

Screen Play ^j; John Lee Mahin

"THE GREAT CARUSO"
Producer: Joe Pasternak

Director: Richard Thorpe
Screen Play hy: Sonya Levien and

William Ludwig



AND
IN
1952
TOO!
Just a few of the

many M-G-M
Big Ones that

will be leading

contenders for

M-G-M honors.

"SINGIN' IN THE RAIN
(Technicolor)

' THE BELLE OF NEW YORK"
ffec/jn/co/or)

"SCARAMOUCHE"
(Technicolor)

"IVANHOE
(Technicolor)

"THE MERRY WIDOW"
(Technicolor)

"THE WILD NORTH"
(new Ansco color)

"SKIRTS AHOY!"
(Technicolor)

"LOVELY TO LOOK AT"
(Technicolor)

"CARBINE WILLIAMS

"BECAUSE YOU'RE MINE"
(Technicolor)
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Acclaims Hollywood

Armed Forces Aid
Goldwyn-UA Talks

(Continued from page 1)

Hoi-Lvw ODD, Feb. 28.—At a special

meetinn- held in the Carthav Circle

Theatre here, attended by 1,000 USO
workers and 100 Hollywood personali-

ties. Brig. Gen. Charles W. Christen-

berry, chief of Army Special Services

from ^^'ashingto^, representing the

Department of Defense, acclaimed the

"GI" entertainment program at bases

and hospitals in this country and over-

seas by the Hollywood Coordinating
Committee in cooperation with USO
and USO camp shows.

Gen. Christenberry in his speech

said in part

:

"In the name of the Department of

Defense I wish to express keen appre-
ciation for the whole-hearted co-oper-
ation of the motion picture industry.

"Their aid in furnishing- talented

artists on a volunteer basis enables us
to carry forward this most important
morale-building program during the

l)resent emergency.
"Experience has shown that nothing

takes the place of personal appearances
of the stars when it comes to answer-
ing the requests of the GIs for faces

and songs from home."

vestment in production. Krim ad-

vanced deals for a dozen or more new
films for U. A. release while here and

made progress in negotiations for

others. Some of the Heller-U. A.
financing undoubtedly is involved in

pictures in both of those categories.

The financing activity gives U. A.

an equity in some of its releases, a

departure from the company's tradi-

tional policy which in the past limited

its income possibilities to distribution

fees exclusively.

To Arrive Today

Krim is scheduled to arrive in New
York tomorrow and to hold a press

interview there' early next week.
With James Mulvey, president of

Samuel Goldwyn Productions, and
Ned E. Depinet, RKO Radio presi-

dent, remaining here, it is certain that

discussions will be continued for a

renewal of Goldwyn's distribution

contract with RKO Radio. The exist-

ing contract may be cancelled by
either side as of July 1, or renewed.

A renewal would, of course, send

"Hans Christian Andersen" to RKO

Radio. Goldwyn's present deal re-

portedly calls for a 20 per cent dis-

tribution fee for RKO, about 10 to

12 per cent lower than the average

charge. Whether it is willing to

renew with Goldwyn on the same basis

is unknown, as are the terms on vvhich

U. A. might handle "Andersen."
Apart from terms, in U. A.'s favor

is the fact that William J. Heineman,
vice-president in charge of domestic

distribution, was formerly Goldwyn's

sales manager. In addition, Goldwyn
reportedly was favorably impressed

by the selling job on "Red Shoes"

which was done by Heineman when
he was sales head of Eagle Lion. Sim-

ilar handling might be in order for

"Andersen."

Set Mexican 'Viva' Film
Mexico City, Feb. 28.—Apparently

inspired by 20th Century Fox's "Viva

Zapata," the Mexican government is

sponsoring, at a cost of $200,000, the

production here of "Viva Madero,"

biography of Francisco I. Madero,
originator of the Mexican Revolution,

of which Zapata was a participant.

Restrictions

(Continued from page 1)

plans to clamp down on remittances

is Belgium. It was reported here that

Fayette W. Allport, MPAA European
manager, has left London for Brus-
sels to investigate the intentions of

the Belgian government.

Dollar Shortage

Meanwhile, a shortage of dollars in

France has caused that country to

refrain from remitting to U. S. com-
panies amounts which were due last

month under the existing Franco-
American deal. In addition, rumors
are rife that the French want a more
restrictive arrangement under a new
agreement which would result from
negotiations scheduled to begin in

Paris in April.

Recent news dispatches from Eng-
land pointed to the likelihood that the

Churchill government may seek to cut

down on film remittances when the

UK pact comes up for renegotiation

this summer.
When Eric A. Johnston, MPAA

president, returned to the industry in

December following his nine-month
tenure with the government, he said

the Association planned to intensify

efiforts toward securing increased
revenue from overseas markets and to

combat threatened foreign currency
restrictions and film quotas. Mean-
while, apart from the rumblings in

Europe, Brazil took steps to clamp
down on U. S. film imports.

State of Flux

The Belgian situation yesterday was
described as being in a constant state

of flux. One export official explained
that that country, which heretofore
oiTered an unrestricted market for

American films, has been considering
the application of either one or all of

these : an import quota, remittance
restrictions and a dubbing tax.

The MPAA said yesterday that the
Spanish-American film agreement will

become effective on Saturday as
scheduled, although allocation of per-
mits to United Artists, Republic and
Monogram are likely to be withheld
by the Franco government pending the
settlement of a question which has
arisen concerning that phase of the

pact. However, MPAA member com-
panies in general and the Society of

Independent Motion Picture Produc-
ers are entitled to proceed as of Sa-
turday to take advantage of the li-

censing provisions which apply to

them.

Republic Officers
(Continued from page 1)

of the latter sum "is deferred pur-
suant to the terms of the employment
agreement dated Oct. 19, 1950," the
report stated.

James R. Grainger, executive vice-

president and a director, was paid

$88,995 during the year, and Richard
W. Altschuler, a director and presi-

dent of Republic Pictures Internation-

al, received $25,865.

No other officer received remunera-
tion of $25,000 or more during the
year, according to the report.

Yates' five-year employment pact

gives him $75,000 per year compensa-
tion, plus an amount equal to 10 per
cent of the annual consolidated net

profits of the company, but not to

exceed $100,000.

The need for copper scrap is urgent.
SAVE THOSE COPPER DRIPPINGS.

IT HAPPENED H
The law? That's for punks

-

the ^Syndicate' can buy or sell it!

yo.'tts^kimsoonino«eof<Henu,st

startling
pictures i« years.



TOP-GROSSING Film Productions of 1951

The First 4 and

From VARIETY ANNUAL, Jan. 3, 1952

1. "David and Bathsheba" . . .technicolor . 20th-Fox

2. "Show Boat" technicolor . . MGM
3. "An American in Paris" . . . technicolor . . MGM
4. "The Great Caruso" technicolor . . MGM
From
SHOWMEN'S TRADE REVIEW, Dec. 22, 1951

1. "King Solomon's Mines" . . . technicolor . . MGM
2. "Show Boat" technicolor . . MGM
3. "Samson and Delilah" .... technicolor Paramount
4. "I'd Climb the Highest MountainfkHNicoLOR 20th-Fox

5 out of First 7

From MOTION PICTURE DAILY and
MOTION PICTURE HERALD, Jan. 4, 1952

"An American in Paris"

"David and Bathsheba"
"The Great Caruso" . .

"King Solomon's Mines"
"Show Boat"

TECHNICOLOR

TECHNICOLOR

TECHNICOLOR

TECHNICOLOR

TECHNICOLOR

. MGM
20th-Fox

. MGM

. MGM

. MGM

TECHNICOLOR
IS THE TRADE MARK OF

TECHNICOLOR MOTION PICTURE CORPORATION
HERBERT T. KALMUS, PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER
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RKO RADIO PICTURES, Inc.

TRADE SHOWINGS OF

TWO PRODUCTIONS
THE PACE THAT

THRILLS
ALBANY
Fox Screen Room Mon. 3/10 2:00 P.M.
1052 Broadway

ATLANTA
RKO Screen Room Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.
195 Luckie St., N. W.

BOSTON
RKO Screen Room Mon. 3/10 2:30 P.M.
122-28 Arlington St.

BUFFALO
Mo. Pic. Oper. Screen Room - - - Mon. 3/10 2:00 P.M.
498 Pearl St.

CHARLOTTE
Fox Screen Room Mon. 3/10 2:00 P.M.
308 S. Church St.

CHICAGO
RKO Screen Room Mon. 3/10 2:00 P.M.
1300 S. Wabash Ave.

CINCINNATI
RKO Screen R:om Mon. 3/10 8:00 P.M.
12 E. 6th St.

CLEVELAND
Fox Screen Room Mon. 3/10 2:30 P.M.
2219 Payne Ave.

DALLAS
Republic Screen Room Mon. 3/10 11:00 A.M.
412 South Harwood St.

DENVER
Paramount Screen Room ----- Mon. 3/10 2:00 P.M.
2100 Stout St.

DES MOINES
Fox Screen Room Mon. 3/10 1:00 P.M.
1300 High St.

DETROIT
Blumenthals Screen Room - - - - Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.
2310 Cass Ave.

INDIANAPOLIS
Universal Screen Room Mon. 3/10 1:00 P.M.
517 N. Illinois St.

KANSAS CITY
Paran-ount Screen Room Mon. 3/10 2:30 P.M.
1800 Wyandotte St.

LOS ANGELES
RKO Screen Room Mon. 3/10 2:00 P.M.
1980 S. Vermont Ave.

MEMPHIS
Fox Screen Room Mon. 3/10 2:30 P.M.
151 Vance Ave.

MILWAUKEE
Warner Screen Room Mon. 3/10 2:00 P.M.
212 W. Wisconsin Ave.

MINNEAPOLIS
Fox Screen Room Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.
1015 Currie Ave.

NEW HAVEN
Fox Screen Room Mon. 3/10 2:00 P.M.
40 Whiting Street

NEW ORLEANS
Fox Scre-n Room Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.
200 S. Liberty St.

NEW YORK
RKO Screen Room Mon. 3/10 11:00 A.M.
630 Ninth Ave.

OKLAHOMA
Fox Screen Room Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.
10 North Lee St.

O.MAHA
Fox Screen Room Mon. 3/10 1:00 P.M.
1502 Davenport St.

PHILADELPHIA
RKO Screen Room Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.
250 -N. 13th St.

PITTSBURGH
RKO Screen Room Mon. 3/10 1:30 P.M.
1809-13 Blvd. of Allies

PORTLAND
Star Srreen Room Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.
925 N.W. 19th Ave.

ST. LOUIS
RKO Screen Room Tues. 3/11 11:30 A.M.
3143 Olive St.

SALT LAKE ITY
Fox Screen Room Mon. 3/10 1:30 P.M.
216 E. 1st St. South

SAN FRANCISCO
RKO Screen Room Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.
251 Hyde St.

SEATTLE
J"»el Box Screen Room Mon. 3/10 1:00 P.M.
2318 2nd Ave.

SIOUX FALLS
Hollywood Theatre Mon. 3/10 9:00 A.M.
212 N. Philips Ave.

WASHINGTO.N
Film Center Screen Room - - - . Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.
932 New Jersey Ave.

WHISPERING SMITH
VS. SCOTLAND YARD

Mon. 3/10 3:30 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 2:30 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.

Mon. 3/10 3:15 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 3:30 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 11:00 A.M.

Mon. 3/10 9:30 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.

Mon. 3/10 9:30 A.M.

Mon. 3/10 3:30 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.

Mon. 3/10 2:30 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/11 2:30 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.

Mon. 3/10 12:15 Noon

Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.

Mon. 3/10 1:30 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 3:30 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 2:30 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 2:30 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 2:30 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.

Mon. 3/10 2:30 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 2:30 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/11 1:30 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 3:00 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 2:00 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 2:00 P.M.

Mon. 3/10 10:30 A.M.

Mon. 3/10 11:30 A.M.

Outdoor Color Short

Free to Exhibitors

Universal-International held a spe-

cial screening here yesterday of "Far
Horizons," a five-minute short subject

in color by Technicolor which is be-

ing offered without charge to exhibi-

tors.

Although the film is designed to

promote "Bend of the River" with

James Stewart, it stands firmly on its

own as engrossing, self-contained en-

tertainment. The picture outlines in

brisk, dramatic fashion the problems
and adventures involved in shooting a

large-scale outdoor action drama on
location.

According to David A. Lipton, U-T
advertising-publicity vice-president it

can be used several weeks in advance
of "Bend of the River," as a glorified

trailer. It was produced on location in

Oregon by Robert Faber.

Samuel Spring Book
On Law Published
"Risks and Rights," a book on law

and the entertainment industry, by
Samuel Spring, veteran motion pic-

ture attorney, has been published here

by W. W. Norton and Co.
Specifically, the volume pertains to

publishing, television, radio, motion
pictures, advertising and the theatre,

with regard to privacy, slander, libel,

copyright and unfair competition. It

also has appendices on case citations,

U. S. copyright statutes, and an array
of copyright office forms.

Spring was vice-president and gen-
eral counsel of the old First National
Pictures, advisory counsel of RKO, a

director of Universal, and counsel for

British Lion Films and British Na-
tional Films.

Rabb, Associates Buy
Akron, O., Feb. 28.—Edward Rabb

and associates, owners of the Copley
and Vogue indoor theatres and the

Ascot and Starlite outdoor theatres,

have acquired Tony Stern's interest in

the Montrose Drive-in, Montrose, O.
Lou Ratener, another partner, wi"
continue its operation.

Cuts Teen-Agers Scale
Hartford, Feb. 28. — Nathan E.

Goldstein, veteran theatre executive in

this territory, has disclosed a price re-

duction for teen-agers, from 12 to 17

years inclusive, Monday through Fri-

day, at his Arcade Theatre, at Spring-
field, Mass.

New UA Video Film
United Artists Television is releas-

ing to local television stations across

the country a new 15-minute weekly
film program entitled "Washington
Close-Up," it was reported here by
John H. Mitchell, director of UA TV.

Stars at Drive Show
EcsTON, Feb. 28.—Vera Ellen and

Phil Reagan will appear at the Bos-
ton Symphony Hall tomorrow at the

opening of the greater Boston Red
Cross Fund "kickoff" drive.

Specialty Reissues Sold
The American Trading Co. has been

designated exclusive foreign distribu-

tor for 10 Pine-Thomas reissues

owned by Specialty Pictures Corp.,

according to an announcement by Spe-
cialty president Jules B. Weill.

Heavy Promotions

By U-I for Three

Universal-International's home of-

fice publicity and exploitation repre-
sentatives will join field promotional
men to help promote three pictures

in key cities from Coast to Coast dur-
ing March. A total of 17 will par-
ticipate in the promotions.
The three films are : "Steel Town"

and "Flesh and Fury," which will

have world premieres in March, and
"Bend of the River," currently in na-
tional release foJowing its Portland,
Ore., world premiere last month.

Joining the field representatives
from the home office will be Robert
Ungerfeld, Maurice (Bucky) Harris,
Sheldon Gunsberg, Jerome Evans,
Paul Kamey and Burt Hirschfeld.
A. Mike Vogel, U-Fs West Coast

field representative, will be joined by
Allan Warshauer from the studio and
Ben Kats, U-I's Midwest field repre-
sentative will be joined by Ed Borgan.

Special assignments will send Duke
Hickey to Cleveland, Guy Biondi and
Ben Hill to Birmingham and Atlanta,
Julian Bowes to Dallas, David Pol-
land to Washington, and John Mc-
Grail to Boston.

Legion Report Puts
1 in Class B, 9 in A
The latest Legion of Decency report

places one film, "The Las Vegas
Story," RKO, in Class B and nine
films in Class A. The latter are:
"The Hawk of Wild River," Co-

lumbia
;

"Mutiny," United Artists

;

"Night Stage to Galveston," Colum-
bia; "Retreat, Hell," Warner Broth-
ers; "The Big Trees," Warner; "Lady
Possessed," Republic; "Man Bait,"
Lippert; "Steel Town," U-I; "Talk
About A Stranger," M-G-M.

Buys Dallas House
Dallas, Feb. 28. — The Encore

Theatre here, a suburban house, has
been purchased by Western Theatres,
Inc., newly organized firm of which
Hammond Coffman is president and
J. L. Goggans is secretary and general
counsel. The house will be renamed
the We'^tern.

Another CBS-TV House
The CBS television division has

leased the off-Broadway Biltmore
Theatre here, a former legitimate
house, for a 10-year period. It will
be known as CBS-TV Studio 62 and
will be ready for tele-cast purposes in

about 10 weeks.

Eshelman to Odeon
Buffalo, Feb. 28.—James H. Eshel-

man, former city manager for United
Paramount Theatres in Rochester and
later in Buffalo, has taken over an
executive position with Odeon Thea-
tres of Canada and is at present lo-

cated in Hamilton, Ontario.

Mexican Circuit Builds
Mexico City, Feb. 28. — Exhibi-

dores Independientes, an important
circuit here, is expanding theatre con-
struction in the provinces. It has com-
pleted a 4,000-seat house in Vera
Cruz and is arranging to build an-
other there, seating 3,000. Plans have
been made for building two large the-

atres in Puebla City. Exhibidores is

also completing a theatre in Toluca.
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asViTl952 AUTOMOBILES

EXHIBITOR PRIZES
K'STEELTOWN lie-up CanpH
BRAND NEW 1952

CORSAIRS'

from KAISER-FRAZER

PLUS $2,000.00
'"UDOITIIILCO PRIZES

3,500 KAISER-FRAZER DEALERS

WORKING FOR YOUR BOXOFFICE!

SPECIAL SHOWROOM
POSTERS AND DISPLAYS!

SPECIAL NEWSPAPER

ADS IN MANY CITIES!

SPECIAL

RADIO PROMOTIONS!

SPECIAL

MAGAZINE ADS!

SPECIAL

STUNTS GALORE!

from KAISER STEEL COMPANY

FOR CONTEST DETAILS SEE THE SPECIAL

''STEEL TOWN'' PRESSBOOK

SUPPLEMENT !

Another 1st in Theatre-Contests

. . . It's that brand of Showmanship!

i
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By SHERWIN KANE

NED E. DEPINET and Arthur

L. Mayer in terminating their

more than two years of unrewarded

physical, mental and emotional pun-

ishment as the chief executives of

the Council of Motion Picture Or-

ganizations qualify automatically

for that select group of faithful in-

dustry servants who have sacrificed

themselves in the all too thankless

effort of bringing a semblance of

unity to the industry.

For such as they, there should

be a special niche, an industry Hall

of Fame, perhaps, where filmdom's

progenitors may one day pay them

the homage they deserve, but which

they are most unlikely to receive

contemporaneously. The late Sidney

R. Kent, were he alive, could bear

witness to that. As can William F.

Rodgers and a very few others.

The industry's disciples of unity

have been men who could have

reaped rich rewards by tending

strictly to their own and their com-

panies' business. In espousing the

broader work, that of the good of

the whole industry, they sacrificed

not only personal gain but much of

themselves. They do it against op-

position and often without the real

help even of those who believe, like

them, in what they are doing.

Mayer said it all when he told

the last COMPO meeting: "Every-

body paid and still pays lip service

to unity. Very few pay more."
Well done, Ned and Arthur. May

the industry produce more like you.

• •

tp LLIS ARNALL's exit from the

industry (to become Price Sta-

bilizer) impressed some as being a

little like his earlier exit from the

governor's mansion in Atlanta

—

raucous, controversial and, to use a

dignified expression, lacking in

dignity.

His accusation, to his fellow Fed-
eralite, J. Howard McGrath, whose
official conduct is being subjected to

questioning, of widespread illegali-

ties in the industry, and his likening

of a petitioned divestiture time-ex-

tension for United Paramount The-
atres to a reprieve for a burglar,

are unworthy of notice except for

speculation on what may have
brought him to such bitterness of

mind and intemperance of language.

As for the merits of UPT's peti-

tion, it is before the courts and will

be decided there. Has this Federal
officer no confidence in Federal
justice?

Para. Backing

Arbitration,

Keough Says
Washington, March 2.— Para-

mount Pictures is currently "en-

couraging" the establishment of an
industry arbitration system and
would participate in a "proper" ar-

bitration system, general counsel Aus-
tin C. Keough declared.

Paramount and other distri-

butors have told exhibitors
that "we want to work with
them," Keough said. He added
that any arbitration system
must contain some means of
enforcing arbitration awards.

Keough made the statements Fri-
day as he wound up seven days of
testimony before the Federal Com-
munications Commission's Paramount
hearings. The end of Keough's tour
on the witness stand also marked the
end of the sixth week of the hearing.
It will pick up again Tuesday, prob-
ably with the long-delayed appearance
of Klaus Landsberg, manager of Par-

iCoiitinned on page 4)

TEDA in COMPO;
Colvin on Board

Alembership in the Council of Mo-
tion Picture Organizations has been
accepted by the Theatre Equipment
Dealers Association, Arthur L. Mayer,
COMPO executive vice-president, re-

ported here at the weekend.
TEDA has remitted its $500 en-

trance fee, and has designated Ray G.
Colvin, executive director, as its rep-

resentative on the COMPO board.

Xash Weil of Wil-Kin Theatre Sup-
ply, Inc., of Atlanta, was named al-

ternate representative.

Invitations for TEDA and the

(Continued on page 6)

FCC Delay Helps
Compiling of Brief

The postponement of the industry

television hearings before the Federal

Communications Commission to May
5 was seen as a mixed blessing by
those in close touch with mapping the

industry's brief.

.According to a Motion Picture .\s-

sociation of .A.merica source the delay

is being utilized fully to put the finish-

ing touches on the industry's argu-

ments. Informal meetings are current-

iContinued on page 4)

Treasury /^'^A^ /« B r i t i Sh T aX
Seen Vs. Yankwich ^ tt o tt'm

Decision on Taxes 'J-^- ^^^^^

Is Suggested
Voice Idea in Commons
For Financing N.F.F.C.

By PETER BURNUP
LoxDox, March 2.—A proposal

for imposition of a footage tax by
Britain on American films as an
alternative method of raising new
funds for the National Film Finance
Corp., which subsidizes British film

production, was made in the House of

Commons on Fridaj- in the course of

a three-hour debate on the subject

of new XFFC financing.

Peter Thorneycroft, president
of the Board of Trade, had pre-
sented to Commons the govern-
ment's new bill authorizing an-
other £2,000,000 ($5,600,000) of
financing for NFFC which, how-
ever, will have to be obtained
from non-government sources.

Opening the debate, Thorneycroft
(Continued oil page S)

Washixgton, March 2.—The U. S.

Treasury, it is understood, is certain

to appeal the decision handed down
last Thursday in Los Angeles by Fed-
eral Judge Leon R. Yankwich who
ruled that F. Hugh Herbert and Mrs.
Herbert, who had formed a "one-pic-

ture company," Abbott-Herbert Pro-

ductions in 1945, are entitled to re-

cover $198,515 in taxes paid on a per-

sonal income basis after the Treasury
Department had denied the right to

that sum on a capital gains basis.

The Treasury, it is said, will

argue that the decision would
serve as a precedent for scores
of other cases involving many
millions of dollars.

Congress, in the 195U tax bill, out-

lawed the use of collapsible corpora-
(Continued on page 6)

Para, to Study Its

TV Film Rights

Washington, March 2. — Para-
mount Pictures plans to search its

film library to determine the films for

which it has full television rights, gen-

eral counsel Austin C. Keough said

here.

Keough explained the company had
to know for which films the television

rights \< ere restricted by agreements
with musicians, authors, actors, or

other talent workers, and for which
films the company had television rights

free of any restrictions. He said Para-
mount had not yet received any tele-

vision offers "good enough to accept,"

but that "we have to find out exacth'

what our rights are" anyhow.
Xo date has yet been set to start

the search, Keough declared. He said

the study would take about a year

(Continued on page 4)

Mass.MinimumWage

Measure Progresses

Boston, March 2.—Legislation call-

ing for a 75-cent-an-hour minimum
wage for the motion picture and other

industries in Massachusetts was ap-

proved by the state's Joint Legislative

Committee on Labor and Industries.

The present minimum is 65 cents per

hour, but wage boards may set lower

rates in certain occupations. The
pending bill approved by the commit-
tee is based on recommendations made
by Governor Paul Dever in his an-

nual message to the joint assembly of

(Contintted on page 4)

Favors Correction

Of House Report

W.A.SHiNGT0Nj March 2.—Another
member of the House Un-American
Activities committee has expressed
strong disapproval of the committee's

recent report criticizing the film in-

dustry for not having done a good
job of cleaning house of Communist
workers.

Rep. Morgan Moulder (D.. Mo.)
said he would favor a "supplemental

corrective report." He declared that

he was "afraid the staff has been a

little overzealous in its effort to make
something appear sensational" in the

report.

National Monogram
Drive-in Week Set

Monogram-Allied Artists vice-pres-

ident and general sales manager M.
R. Goldstein announced that the com-
pany will conduct a National Alono-
gram Drive-in \\'eek ^lay 29-June 4,

the first event of its kind in trade

history. The objective will be to place

a Monogram subject in eacli of 3.500

drive-ins during the week, and special

campaign material and accessories will

be provided.
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VA Contract

Talks to Start

Film contract negotiations between

the \^eterans Administration and dis-

tributors for the next fiscal year, be-

ginning in July, will open here tomor-

row, William J. Jones, Jr., VA pre-

viewing and film booking director,

disclosed at the weekend.
The films, both 3Smm. and 16mn2.,

will be shown in Veterans hospitals

in the United States and in Puerto
Rico. In the last fiscal year, the VA
booked over 300 35mm. and 16mm.
features, in addition to short subjects.

Arriving for Tuesday's meeting will

be Edward J. Kelly, chief of the VA's
motion picture division, and Mrs.
Adenia Stearn, chief of the service

contract section, both of Washington.
The negotiations will be conducted in

the VA's New York regional office.

Coast Production

Drops Only 1 Point

Hollywood, March 2.—Production
dropped only one point this week, for

a total of 26 pictures in work. Five

new pictures were started and six

were completed.
Started were : "The 5,000 Fingers

of Dr. T," Columbia ; "Abbott & Cos-
tello Meet Captain Kidd" (Woodley
Productions—Warner release) ; "Ev-
erything I Have Is Yours" and
"Story of Three Loves" (The "Jea-
lous Lovers" sequence), Metro-Gold-
wyn-Mayer; "Arctic Flight" (Linds-
ley Parsons Production), Monogram.
Completed were : "Prince of Pi-

rates" (Esskay Productions), Colum-
bia; "Pat And Mike," Metro-Gold-
wyn-Mayer ; "Military Policemen,"
Paramount ; "Condor's Nest" and "The
Full House" (Part 4 of "The Last
Leaf"), 20th Century-Fox; "Just
Across the Street," Universal-Inter-
national.

Gualino to Decide on
IFF Promotion Plans

Consideration of a number of pro-
posals designed to implement the mar-
keting of Italian films in the Ameri-
can market will be given by Dr. Ren-
ato Gualino, managing director of
Italian Films Export and president
of the International Federation of
Motion Picture Producers Associa-
tion, during his visit in New York
this month. He was scheduled to
arrive here yesterday by plane from
Rome.
Further in connection with the pro-

posals, he will meet with representa-
tives of the Motion Picture Associa-
tion of America. IFE was established
a month ago in cooperation with
MPAA to facilitate the marketing
of Italian films in the U. S.

Reception for Kennedy
.•\rthur Kennedy, currently apjiear-

ing in Universal's "Bend of the
River," will meet the press at a re-
ception to be given by the company
today at the Sherry Xetherland Hotel.

Personal Mention
PHIL WILLIAMS, March of Time

theatrical sales manager, returned

here over the weekend from Phila-

delphia and Chicago.
•

William Elson, veteran exhibitor

in the Minneapolis territory, will

leave there shortly to reside in Los
Angeles.

•

John G. Kemptgen, Milwaukee
M-G-M manager, has returned to his

headquarters there from the home
office.

•

Michael Curtiz, Warner Brothers

director, is celebrating the 24th anni-

versary of the first Hollywood films

he directed.
•

Harold Wirthwein, Monogram-
Allied Artists Western sales manager,
left Hollywood over the weekend for

San Francisco.
•

Mervyn Davenport, manager of

the St. Francis Theatre in San Fran-
cisco, and his wife, announce the

birth of a daughter.
•

Wilbur Snaper, president of na-

tional Allied, will leave here today
for Kansas City to attend the Kansas-
Missouri Allied convention.

•

Edward Lachman, president of

Carbons, Inc., will be in Kansas City

today. He has been touring the Mid-
west.

•

Michel Safra, French film pro-

ducer, will arrive here today on the

-S". vS". lie de France.
•

Joseph Blumenfeld, president of

the circuit bearing his name, is in

Palm Springs from San Francisco.

JOHN W. DAVIS, managing direc-

tor of the J. Arthur Rank Organ-
ization, is scheduled to arrive here

Thursday from the Coast, en route

back to London from a round-the-

world business trip. He is scheduled

to leave here the following day by
plane for London.

•

Arthur B. Krim, president of

United Artists, returned to New York
on Friday from Hollywood and Chi-
cago.

•

Frank Strange, owner of the

Charlotte Theatre Supply Co., and
Mrs. Strange, were Atlanta visitors

recently.
•

Betty Whitmire, formerly with
ACB booking service, Atlanta, is now
with Wilkin Theatre Supply Co.
there.

•

Leonard Burch, Atlanta branch
manager for United World Films, has
returned there from Nashville.

•

Arthur C. Bromberg, president of

Monogram Southern exchanges, has
returned to Atlanta from Nashville.

•

Ted Toddy, president of Toddy Pic-

tures, visited Atlanta on his current

trip to New Orleans.
•

Samuel S. Zagon, film attorney of

Beverly Hills, is in Paris negotiating

for French film rights.
•

Ed Stevens, president of Stevens
Pictures, Atlanta, has returned to his

office after a visit to Miami, Fla.
•

A. E. Chadwick, president of Mo-
tion Picture Advertising Co., New
Orleans, was in Atlanta on business.

Gloria Swanson Film
To Warner Brothers
Warner Brothers will distribute

"Three for Bedroom C," starring

Gloria Swanson, arrangements having
been completed with Edward L. Al-
person and Milton Bren. The comedy
was filmed in Natural Color and will be
released in June. The supporting cast

includes James Warren, Janine Per-
reau, Fred Clark, Hans Conreid, Mar-
garet Dumont, Steve Brodie and Er-
nest Anderson. Milton Bren directed

and wrote the screenplay, from a novel

by Goddard Lieberson.

Grant Nassers 3 Months
Hollywood, March 2.—Referee in

the bankruptcy of B. M. Brink has
granted James and George Nasser
three months' continuance, in the cred-
itors' action to force the sale of Gen-
eral Service Studios, on showing that

two or more favorable ofifers for the
studio appear nearing the final stage.
Next hearing is set for June 5.

$1,071 for 'Fingers'
Washington, March 2.—Twen-

tieth Century-Fox's "Five Fingers"
opened to a strong $1,071 at the
Playhouse Theatre, topping other high
grossers of the house, including

"Panic in the .Streets."

Levin Will Check
Lippert Product
Jack H. Levin Associates, survey

and checking company, will nationally

check all of Lippert Pictures percent-

age product, it was disclosed here at

the weekend, following a series of con-
ferences between Levin and Arthur
Greenblatt, Lippert's general sales

manager.
Preparation for the expanded opera-

tions of Lippert are now occasioning
conferences on the local level between
the company's division and exchange
managers and Levin district managers
throughout the country.

Roger Manvell to Tour
Roger Manvell, British film author-

ity and head of the British Film
Academy (the equivalent of the Aca-
demy of Motion Pictures Arts and
Sciences) will arrive here from Lon-
don on March 29 for a six-week lec-

ture tour. Among the lectures and
addresses already scheduled are ap-
pearances at the Eastern Screen Di-
rectors Guild, the Museum of Modern
Art, Cinema 16, Hunter College, New
York University, City College and
Columbia University, as well as
several television and radio appear-
ances.

Newsreel

Parade
rHE riots

Acheson's

The copper shortage is critical.

YOUR COPPER DRIPPINGS.
SAVE

in Libya and Dean
return are current

ucivsreel highlights. Other items in-

clude Mrs. Roosevelt in Israel and
sports. Complete contents follow:

MOVIETONE NEWS. No. 19—Anti-West
riots quelled in Libya. Dean Acheson back
from Lisbon. Willie Sutton. Mrs. Roosevelt
tours Israel. Look Magazine film awards.
Riviera carnival time. Mardi Gras at New
Orleans. Slciing-, surfacing.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 253^Riots
mar Libya election. Curtain for Willie Sut-
ton. New Orleans Mardi Gras. Look awards.
M.rs. Roosevelt visits Israel. Ballet. Sports
flashes: Winter Olympics.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. S«—New TB
drugs. Look Magazine award to Robert
J. O'Donnell. Libya: turmoil marks first

election. Sports flashes: the six winter
games in O'slo end.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 9-B—Ger-
many: carnival ribs East and West. Japan
nears sovereignty. T-men in action. Berlin:
smuggling increases. Sports flashes: basket-
ball upset.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. S3»-Violent
action in Libya. Look award to Robert J.
O'Donnell. Return Korean soldiers to
France. Carnival time in Italy and New
Orleans. Sports: winter Olympics.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 58^New
wonder-drug may conquer TB. UN holds
first meeting in new chambers. French
woman accused of poisoning 11. Dean
Acheson home from Lisbon. Libya first

election. Look awards.

UP Movietone TV
Has Tito Interview

United Press Movietone Television
distributed to its clients throughout
the country over the weekend an ex-
clusive film interview with Marshal
Tito of Yugoslavia.

Speaking in English, Tito sends a

personal message to the American
people asking for sympathy in his at-

tempts to "create a happy, new, strong
Yugoslavia." Tito says he believes

that East and West eventually will

settle their differences without war.
However, he says he does not know
whether a real desire exists on both
sides for peaceful settlement. A
special Movietone camera crew flew
from Munich to Belgrade for the

assignment.

Troyer Named in

Percentage Suits
Bottineau, N. D., March 2.—Car-

ter S. Troyer was named defendant
in four percentage suits filed in Fed-
eral Court here. RKO, Paramount,
Warner, and 20th Century-Fox each
filed actions for damages based on al-

leged under-reporting of receipts at

the State Theatre in Bottineau.

Shearer, Byard, Trogner & Peters
of Minneapolis, and Asmunder Ben-
son of Bottineau, represent the dis-

tributors, with Sargoy & Stein, of

New York, of counsel.

Millionth 'Show' Ticket
The millionth ticket for Cecil B.

DeMille's "The Greatest Show on
Earth" is expected to be sold some-
time today at Radio City Music Hall,

according to the management of the

show place, where the Technicolor
film is now in its eighth week.
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The highly unusual and sensationally success-

ful picture that's hitting a tenth-week pace almost

in step with the first at New York's Little Carnegie

Theatre! . . . Biggest grosses in theatre's history at

regular admissions for the Stage Door, San Fran-

cisco; . . . Happy holdovers continuing strong at

the Music Box, Seattle, and the DuPont, Washing-

ton, where it premiered before high U. S. and for-

eign dignitaries! ... Watch the same wonderful

boxofFice news flash in from openings at:

Little Baltimore

Beverly Canon Los Angeles

Art Cinema Pittsburgh

Guild Cincinnati

Mayfair Miami

Art Dayton

Midtown Syracuse

Lincoln New Haven

Art

Art Cinema Bridgeport

Exeter Boston

Ziegfeld Chicago

Studio Philadelphia

Cinema Buffalo

Lincoln Miami Beach

World Columbus, 0.

Cinema Rochester

Hartford

The great, exciting Japanese production

. . . infroducing . . . ihe beaufiful

MACHIKO KYO . . . TOSHIRO MIFUNE . . . MASAYUKI MORI
Distributed by RKO Radio Pictures

GRAND PRIZE 1951

VENICE FILM FESTIVAL
"THE BEST foreign film of the year . .

.

THE BEST directed film of the year."

-Nat'l. Bd. of Review

Unanimously acclaimed by news-
paper critics as a major contribution

to the screen , . . Hailed by N. Y. Times

as "A rare piece of film art". . . Fea-

tured in a two-page layout in Life

magazine as "Japan's Great Film". .

.

Accepted by the opinion-making peri-

odicals, as epitomized in the Saturday

Review of Literature, which calls it

"One of the two or three films ever

made for grownups".
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Allied Arbitration
Book a Best-Seller

Washington, March 2.—In-
dicating the widespread in-

dustry interest in the subject

of arbitration. Allied States

had 500 copies of its proposed
plan printed and the supply
has been practically ex-

hausted in the past 10 days,

the bulk of them in filling

mail and wire requests for

copies.

Abram F. Myers, Allied
chairman and general counsel,
is considering placing an or-

der for an additional printing.

'Bugles' Has Premiere
Salt Lake City, March 2.—Hun-

dreds of Salt Lakers braved a snow-
storm for the premiere of the War-
ners Brothers' release, "Bugles in

the Afternoon" at the Utah Theatre,

where Ray Milland, Gertrude Michael
and a dance team from Hollywood
made two personal appearances.
On arrival in Salt Lake, visitors

were met by Mayor Earl J. Glade
and several hundred University of

Utah students.

Republic Dividend
A dividend of 25 cents per share

on preferred stock, payable April 1

to stockholders of record on March
14, was declared by the board of direc-

tors of Republic Pictures.

The copper shortase is critical. SAVE
YOUR COPPER DRIPPINGS.

Review
"Jungle Jim in the Forbidden Land
{Columbia)

THE STANDARD jungle excitements are provided in Columbia's "Jungle
Jim in the Forbidden Land," which presents Johnny Weissmuller in the

title role. The story deals with a conflict between good and bad, represented

on one side by a group that would save a herd of elephants from extinction

and on the other side by an unscrupulous group that would see them destroyed

to profit from their ivory.

Weissmuller plays the jungle scout who knows the location of a pass that

is vital to both sides but keeps it secret because the territory is inhabited by

dangerous Giant People. Throughout the screenplay of Samuel Newman
there are encounters with wild animals by Weissmuller and battles with other

forces of the jungle. He falls prey to the machinations of the unscrupulous

ivory-hunters and has a time of it clearing himself of a murder charge. By
the finale, however, the jungle scout puts everything right.

A slight romantic role is held by Angele Greene, a young anthropologist

bent on studying subhuman tribes. Sam Katzman produced and Lew Landers

directed.

Running time, 65 minutes. General audience classification. For March
release. Mandel Herbstman

Arbitration

Name Drive Winners
Toronto, March 2.— Monogram-

Allied Artists' recent 13-week bill-

ings drive was won by the Toronto
office, represented by Irving Stern,

Izzy Shape.ro and Eddie Weisberg, it

was revealed by Frank Vaughan,
general sales manager. Second place

winner was the Winnipeg branch.

Montreal and Calgary tied for third.

Will of James Rank
London, March 2.—Probate of the

will of James Voase Rank, J. Arthur
Rank's brother, shows a gross value

of £1,622,915 ($4,544,162) on which
£749,784 ($2,099,385) in estate tax

duty was paid.

ONLY prints left... for

The Stanley Kramer Company Production

CpNyiCTS
naiionat

250-ibeaire premiere

MARCH 14th

Book it now! Play it then— the

week 60 million people are sold

by the national ad campaign!

FCC Delay
(Continued from page 1)

ly in progress between industry en-

gineers, lawyers and others. Directing
what was described as "the stepped-

up" pre-hearing program is James L.

Fly, MPAA TV attorney, aided by
industry engineers, Marcus Cohn,
television counsel of the Theatre
Owners of America, and Ed Cooper
of the MPAA.
While acknowledging that the post-

poning from March 10 may result in

a better prepared program, other TV
industry circles hold that some of the

ardor for the FCC hearings may be

lost with constant delays. Prominent
witnesses, too, may be indisposed later,

it was felt. Both, quarters, however,
were in agreement that further post-

ponements would be harmful.

Para, to Study
{Continued from page 1)

and that Paramount would probably

have to hire some half-dozen trained

lawyers to do the job.

Keough made the statements Friday

during the Federal Communications
Commission's Paramount hearings. He
said the company received an offer

some time ago for TV showings of

its shorts, and that a similar examina-

tion was made then of all short sub-

jects in the Paramount film library.

The deal did not go through, he added,

because "the offer was not good
enough."

Measure Progresses
(Continued from page 1)

the legislature last January and by
petitions of the state AFL and CIO
and by members of the House and
Senate.

The minimum wage bill would con-

tinue the present wage board system

but the board could not set rates be-

low 75 cents an hour, except for men-
tally and physically handicapped or

for apprentices. Wage boards would
be authorized to set rates higher than

the minimum in certain occupations.

Violations of the proposed law would
be punisliable by fines of from $50 to

$200 or by a jail term of from 10 to

90 days.

Mrs. Gove with Farnol
Mrs. Inez F. Gove, wife of Jay A.

Gove, formerly of M-G-M, has joined

Lynn Farnol's department of pub-

licity and public relations.

(Continued from page 1)

amount's Los Angeles television sta-

tion KTLA.
Keough told hearing examiner Leo

Resnick that there is a current de-

mand on the part of exhibitors for an
arbitration system, although exhibi-

tors are "not in agreement on the

form of arbitration or what should

be arbitrated. Under the "proper"

system of arbitration, he said, "Para-
mount would participate." He added
that this was not only his opinion,

but that of other Paramount toppers

as well, and that "we have stated to

exhibitors that we would like to work
out a good system."

"Would you see fit and would your
company see fit to have contained in

an arbitration system an adequate
method of enforcing arbitration?"

FCC counsel Max Paglin asked.

"Yes," Keough answered. "If you
set up a system and just left it there

you wouldn't be getting any place.

You must have some sanctions to

enforce the awards."

Any system of arbitration,

Keough told Paglin, must be
acceptable to exhibitors as well

as distributors, who were also

at the moment in disagreement
"among themselves on many
points." To have an arbitration
system acceptable to all, he
elucidated, "you must have com-
promises and give and take."
That applied, he added, "not
only to the things that may be
arbitrated but to the machinery
as well."

Allen B. DuMont Laboratories'

attorney Morton Galane asked whe-
ther it would be in the public interest

for Paramount to divest itself of its

television station and network affilia-

tions, since the Supreme Court had
declared that the company's theatre

divestiture was in the public interest.

The question was taken up by FCC
counsel Frederick Ford, who wonder-
ed if television outlets weren't per-
haps a "substitute" for the theatre

ownerships banned by the court de-
cree.

Keough, however, had previously
pointed out in the cross-questioning
that the Supreme Court was judging
only on the "facts of the case," and
tliat the question of television had
never entered.

Other points made by Keough dur-
ing the examination were

:

Under the law and under the con-

sent decree Paramount could re-en-

gage in the theatre business and could

acquire theatres. It could not, how-
ever, get back any theatres current-

ly owned by United Paramount
Theatres.

He wasn't certain that the Supreme
Court's ruling on the sale of pictures

theatre-by-theatre, picture-by-picture

and city-by-city would apply to the

sale of films for television.

He thought that 1,000 television

stations would present a large enough
market for the sale of pictures to

television.

Polio Net Up in KC
Kansas City, March 2.—Theatre

collections for the polio drive in Jack-

son County, including Kansas City,

far exi ceded last year's with $17,588

registeted against $15,803 in 1951.

Howard Burkhardt, manager of

Loew's Midland, was chairman for

the theatre collections.
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U.S. Film Tax
(Continued from ['age 1

revealed that NFFC now is indebted

to the Board of Trade for a total of

£5,200,000 ($14,560,000); out of an

authorized maximum of £6,000,000

($16,800,000). The sum, he said, in-

cludes £1,000,000 ($2,800,000) repaid

from previous loans and let out again.

Loans already approved amount to

£5,959,000 ($16,685,200).

In presenting the bill, Thorneycroft

said he was only implementing the

pledge which had been made by the

Socialist government when it was in

office. But he urged that serious con-

sequences would follow in the event

that NFFC became inoperative, under

existing circumstances.

Production Would Decline

British production inevitably would

decline, he told Commons. Moreover,

he said, the present 30 per cent Bri-

tish film quota necessarily would have

to be reduced, with the inescapable

consequence that there would either

have to be fewer theatre performances

or an increase in use of American

films here to make up the difference

in available product.

The Exchequer would lose money,

Thorneycroft said, and British pro-

duction, w^hich is now a dollar-saver,

would be prejudiced.

He emphasized that the addi-

tional money authorized by the

bill would be raised from non-
government sources and re-

peated that his aim is to get

the industry back to a posi-

tion where it can raise capital

by the normal method as soon
as possible.

In the course of the debate, Thor-
neycroft faced criticism not only from
the Socialist but also from the gov-

ernment bench. It ranged from pro-

tests that the present government,

like its Socialist predecessor, is ap-

proaching the problem piecemeal, to

indignation that capital is being pro-

vided for films when capital cuts art-

being made in more important na-

tional projects.

Others referred to the "unbeliev-

able extravagance" of film producers.

Pleas were made either to es-

tablish a proper film bank or to

impose a footage tax on Amer-
ican films to provide the new
capital for NFFC.

Concluding the debate, the govern-
ment spokesman pleaded that the new
money is not coming from the Ex-
chequer but from non - government
sources. And, Thorneycroft added,
he hoped government guarantees i)f

the new NFFC loans would not he-

required.

He inferred also that with the aid

of the Eady Plan the present neces-

sity for maintenance of the NFFC
would disappear in about two year>
time. Despite the doubts of Parlia-
mentary critics in this regard, Com-
mons gave the bill a second reading
without division.

'Furry' Premiere Set
Universal-International has selected

New Orleans for the premiere of

"Flesh And Fury" in which Tony
Curtis is co-starred with Jan Sterling
and Mona Freeman.

Curtis, Miss Sterling and Miss
Freeman -will participate in the ad-
vance promotion of the picture which
will open at the RKO Orpheum Tiica-
tre on March 12.

Bill Would Abolish Staters

'Blue Laws ' Against Films
Albany, N. Y., March 2.—Carrying out recommendations in a pre-

liminary report by the Joint Legislative Committee on Sabbath Law,
the rules committee of the Senate and Assembly has introduced a bill

which would authorize the exhibition of films by theatres at any time

on Sundav in New York State.

Under the state's "blue laws," which
Governor Dewey is bent on moderniz-

ing, exhibition of films should be con-

fined on Sunday to the hours after

two P.M. Enforcement of the law
has not been very rigid in modern
times.

The bill is believed certain to pass

the Republican-dominated legislature.

Dewey recommended appointment of

the Sabbath Law committee, and sug-

gested submission of an interim re-

port with recommendations which
could receive action at the present

session to "remove the more serious

inconsistencies from the law imme-
diately."

The measure would permit Sunday
films and stage performances before

two P.M., unless localities have pre-

scribed such limitation. A committee
analysis of replies by cities, towns and
villages to inquiries has led it "to the

conclusion that, with the exception of

baseball and motion pictures, the

great majority of communities has

taken no action at all."

Commenting on the removal of the

time limitation on Sunday, the com-
mittee declared : "Many motion pic-

ture theatres have been opening their

doors before two P.M. for some time.

These shows are indoors and are un-
likely to disturb the repose or reli-

gious life of the community. The
community, of course, can control the

situation completely through its on
legislative body."

The 35-page report of the commit-
tee, headed by Assemblyman Mal-
colm Wilson of Yonkers, cites con-

flicting court decisions on Sunday
motion pictures, general entertainment

and sports. Observers believe the

group's labors may ultimately have
nationwide impact.

N.Y. Censors Ask
Cuts in 'Latuko'

The New York state censorship

board has asked "certain revisions" in

the African documentary "Latuko,"

the film being released for theatrical

distribution by Producers Representa-
tives, Inc., it was learned here at the

weekend.
Confirmation that the censor board,

the Motion Picture Division of the

State Board of Education, has re-

quested cuts came from Wayne
Faunce, assistant director of the

Am.erican Museum of Natural His-
tory, sponsor of the film. The re-

quested revisions in the documentary,
which failed to receive a Production
Code seal, concern the nudity of na-
tives depicted in the film.

Faunce said conferences were now
going on with state education authori-

ties to gain their approval for thea-

trical distribution of the film in New
York. He declared that the Museum
would "stand for no cuts." He con-

tended that the film is an educational

one and it would lose its authenticity

and fidelity if it were revised.

Irving Lesser, president of Produ-
cers Representatives, distributor of

the film, withheld comment on Friday.

IT
You can't quit the ^Syndicate'

unless you're bullet proof!

^^Marry a sweety honest

girl

.

. . try to go

straight .

.

. you^re

still one of the boys

or you^re dead!

ir, one of the most

Youni see them soon in one oj

startling
pictures in years.



6 Motion Picture Daily Monday, March 3, 1952

Treasury
{Continued from page 1)

tions to cut tax payments, but made
this provision effective onlv for gains

realized after Dec. 31. 1949. The Her-
bert case, and others on which the

Treasury has already ruled deal with

gains before that date. The 1950 tax

law specifically said that the treat-

ment of gains prior to Jan. 1, 1950

should be left to the courts and that

the courts should not draw any infer-

ences one way or the other from the

Congressional action.

Coast Tax Consultants Confident
Yankwich Decision Will Stand

Hollywood, March 2.—Although
the Treasury Department will appeal

Federal Judge Leon Yankwich's deci-

sion in the F. Hugh Herbert case, in

which the court ruled one-picture cor-

porations are entitled to capital gains

tax advantages, Hollywood tax con-

sultants experienced in handling "col-

lapsible corporation" cases today ex-

pressed confidence that the Yankwich
decision will stand, opening the way
eventually for many who were pre-

viously denied capital gains privilege

to file claims for refunds.

Tax consultants pointed out, how-
ever, that the Herbert experience an-

tedated the 1950 act of Congress

which, defining "collapsible corpora-

tion," established certain requirements

that would apply to cases in kind

occurring subsequent to that act. The
big majority of Hollywood cases in

which capital gains right was denied

pre-date 1950, however. One admit-

tedly loose estimate is that Hollywood
individuals stand to recover more
than $50,000,000 if the Yankwich
ruling is not reversed.

TEDA in COMPO
(Continued from page 1)

Theatre Equipment Supply Manufac-

turers Association to join COMPO
were voted at the meeting of the

COMPO executive committee held in

New York on Feb. 20-21.

TESMA's leadership is canvassing

its membership at present to determine

whether it should accept the invita-

tion.

Van Bloem to Reade
Edgar Van Bloem, former European

film and stage producer and manager
of several New York first-run art

theatres, has been named executive

manager of the Baronet, new Walter
Reade Theatre on Third Ave. at 59th

Street here. He will be rejoining the

Reade circuit, having been associated

with its Park Avenue theatre when it

opened in 1946. He was manager of

the Paris Theatre from 1948 until he

resigned last June to return to Europe
to cfj-produce several films.

Bartley Is Approved
W'a.shi.noton, Mar. 2.—The .Senate

Commerce Committee has unanimously
approved President Truman's nomina-
tion of Robert T. Bartley to be a

member of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission. The Senate is ex-

pected to confirm him tomorrow. No
Senate action is needed on President

Truman's promotion of Commissioner
Paul Walker to the chairmanship of

the Commission.

TTie copper shortage is critical. SAVE
YOUR COPPER DRIPPINGS.

National Pre-Selling

Reproduction, above, of the first M-G-M "fliovie of the Month"
calendar, covers the company's three March releases. The initial
advertisement appears in the March issues of American Magazine,
Woman's Home Companion, McCall's, Cosmopolitan and True Story.
Second of the full-page color calendar advertisements will appear in
the April issues of Good Housekeeping, Parents', Ladies Home
Journal, Red Book and True Confessions, featuring the releases for
that month. Subsequent insertions will follow a similar schedule.

What is described as a new ap-
proach to national magazine advertis-

ing has been instituted by M-G-M
with the March issues of five monthly
publications. This is a "Movie-of-the-
Month Calendar" which will apprise

the magazines' readers about "The
Wild North," "Skirts Ahoy" and
"Scaramouche," the company's top
Technicolor features for March, April
and May, respectively.

The initial advertisement appears in

the American Magazine, Woman's
Home Companion, McCall's, Cosmo-
politan and True Story, now on news
stands. The combined circulation of

this group totals 14,645,746.

Toward the end of March, the sec-

ond "Calendar" advertisement will ap-
pear in another group of magazines.
Good Housekeeping, Parents' Ladies'
Home Journal. Redbook and True
Confessions. The total circulation of
this group is 12,560,786. In this sec-

ond advertisement "Singin' in the
Rain" will be featured, with "Skirts
Ahoy" and "Scaramouche" in the May
and June listing.

Late in April, the "Calendar" will

lead off with ".Skirts Ahoy," May
Technicolor release, with "Scara-

mouche" and "Lovely to Look At"
in the June and July listing. As the
series continues, each top M-G-M
Technicolor production will have a
minimum of three months advertising
to millions of magazine readers. The
advertisements will occupy a full page
in each magazine, illustrated in full

color.

Additionally, M-G-M will place a
black-and-white version of the "Movie-
of-the-Month Calendar" advertisement
in fan magazines each month begin-
ning with May issues, on the stands
later this month. The magazines have
a total circulation of 5,514,478 and in-
clude : Modern Screen, Screen Sto-
ries, Movieland, Motion Picture,
Movie Life, Movie Stars Parade,
Photoplay, Screenland and Silver
Screen.

The "Calendar" campaign is only
one phase of future M-G-M advertis-
ing. All types of publications will be
used to advertise individual releases,

including monthly, bi-monthly and
weekly magazines

;
syndicated Sunday

newspaper sections, newspaper amuse-
ment sections, radio and television ad-
vertising, as well as outdoor displays.

In announcing this new idea, the

Industry in Atlanta

Cited for Dimes Aid

Atlanta, March 2.—The industry's

efforts on behalf of the March of

Dimes drive has won the editorial

plaudits of the Atlanta Constitution.

Said the editorial, in part : "Gen.
Alvin Gillem, state director of the an-
nual March of Dimes, has issued a
special commendation to the theatres

of Georgia for their part in the cam-
paign, and has added an oak cluster

to the decoration given William K.
Jenkins and his group." (Jenkins is

president and general manager of

Georgia Theatre Co., an affiliate of

United Paramount Theatres).
"Following an old custom, William

K. Jenkins, who has participated in

every polio drive since their establish-

ment in the early '30's, gave to the

patrons of his theatre the opportunity
to contribute. This they did to a total

of more than $11,000."

Dember with Greenthal
David Dember has joined the copy

department of the Monroe Greenthal
advertising agency. Formerly with
Warner Brothers, and Buchanan and
Co., Dember will assist creative head
David Diener on the agency's motion
picture and commercial accounts.

New Censorship Twist
Detroit, March 2.—Port Huron the-

atre managers and operators hav?"

agreed with the City Commission to

show only films passed by the Na-
tional Board of Review or by the De-
troit Police Censor Board.

company points out that the "Cal-

endar" will provide a sales approach
to a vast audience of potential patrons,

most of them women. And women,
statistics indicate, said M-G-M, are

the opinion moulders in the motivating
factors of modern-picture-going.
The advertising plan of the three-

month calendar is said to have many
ramifications and promotion possibili-

ties. M-G-M plans to advise exhibi-

tors in detail regarding the tie-in pos-
sibilities which the idea offers.

The "Movie-of-the-Month Calendar"
series will not replace the "series" ef-

forts of M-G-M's national magazine
advertising which has been high-
lighted for many years by such month-
ly institutional advertisements as "The
Lion's Roar" and "The Picture-of-the-

Month" columns.

Quality Bakers Will Spend
$6-Millions on MGM Tieup

Licreasing last year's budget by
$1,000,000, Quality Bakers, in a tie-

up with M-G-M, will spend $6,000,-

000 in national advertising in 1952

with a complete newspaper and out-

door campaign set to feature M-G-M
stars, players and picture titles.

M-G-M says it is by far the largest

all-year-' round promotion tie-up ever
made by a motion picture company.
The expanded program between

Quality and M-G-M will advertise

Sunbeam Bread with the initial pic-

ture on the program to feature "The
Wild North," scheduled for late

March release. Featured in this cam-
paign will be Stewart Granger. This
will be followed by a major promo-
tion each month centered around a

star and picture and will be conioleted
in January, 1953. However, for De-
cember there will be no M-G-M star

or picture advertised.
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The Industry's Most-Wanted^

Most-Often-Used Reference Book

Revised

Expanded
1951-52 Edition .

.

The unique WHO'S WHO section is

brought up to date and completely re-

edited—nearly 12,000 concise biogra-

phies of film players, producers, direc-

tors, studio writers, executives, home

office e3cecutives, and many others in or

associated with this industry.

PLUS an organized, easy-to-find, up-to-

date, thorough compilation of complete

facts and figures; including corporate

structures, film and company records,

listings of all kinds
;
picture stars and re-

lease dates from 1944 to now; industry

economics, tax data; production code,

advertising code; theatre attendance, cir-

cuits and non-circuits, drive-in-theatres;

picture costs and grosses ; radio and tele-

vision; and a veritable mine of other

reliable data . . . gathered by the indus-

try's most extensive and intensive trade

publishing organization, the Quigley

offices in New York, Hollywood, Wash-

ington, Chicago and London with cor-

respondents throughout the United States

and Canada and the capital cities of the

world . . . expertly edited by Red Kann

and associate editors at headquarters.

Thumb-
Indexed . .

.

Edited by Red Kann

There just isn't anything like it in this industry. It is the

accepted "Who's Who and What's What" for the entire

field. Even at several times its price, many executives

would not be without the latest Almanac!

The previous edition was a sell-out! Sales of the 1951-52

edition have set a new record. Only a limited number now
available.

QUIGLEY PUBLICATIONS 1270 Sixth Ave.. N«w YerL N. Y.
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. . . and don't forget to ask about those new,

colorful, eye -filling HAPPY EASTER
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TOA to Urge

^Appeal-less'

Arbitration
Appeal Consumes Time,

Is Too Costly: Fabian

Theatre Owners of America at

the anticipated industry conference

on arbitration will fight for an

appeal-less arbitration system, the

organization indicated here yesterday.

It was disclosed that S. H.
Fabian, TOA executive commit-
tee chairman, has received the

support of the TOA board in

his contention that elimination
of the appeal would eliminate
the greatest expense and the
greatest time-consuming factor
in arbitration.

Fabian has proposed that TOA, in

consulting with other segments of the

industrj-, should plead tor a final de-

cision in the first award, with no
appeal.

Slitchell ^^'olfson, TOA president.

(Continued on page 7)

Snow Bites B'way

Weekend Business

Saturday's snowstorm caused a dip

in box-office receipts this week along
Broadway. Despite the weekend
weather, however, a number of attrac-

tions such as "Five Fingers," "Afri-
can Queen'' and "The Greatest Show
on Earth" chalked up healthy grosses.

Another outstanding grosser is

United Artists ''Royal Journey" at the
Guild Theatre which is doing virtually

capacity business. A record-breaking
first week's figure of $14,000 is ex-
pected, topping the Guild's previous

(Continued on page 6)

Cinecolor Sets New
Price Reductions

Price lists sent out by Cinecolor
Corp. announcing prices as of yester-

day on both two-color Cinecolor and
three-color Supercinecolor show re-

ductions over the previous listings.

These reductions are the result "of a
combination of removal of the excise
tax on raw stock and other economies

(Continued on page 6)

Lou Smith Opens Coast ^Movietime'
Headquarters; Nine More Tours Set
Hollywood, March 3.—West Coast headquarters of "Movietime

U. S. A." were opened here today by Lou Smith, in the Rexall
Building offices of the Association of ^lotion Picture Producers.
Smith is in charge, as executive secretary here.
Tours for nine additional key exhibitor areas are now scheduled

for March, April and May, with players, producers, directors and
writers participating in each tour. The first tour scheduled will

cover the Oklahoma City area and will leave Hollywood March 16,

to be followed by tours covering Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee,
Florida and the Buffalo and Albany, N. Y., exchange areas in
April. In May the Memphis exchange area will receive a con-
tingent of Hollywood personalities, to be followed by New Haven.
Each tour will extend over a week and in keeping with the

19.52 policy of "Movietime" tours, the routes will be spaced at

intervals to permit greater availability of personalities who wish
to participate in the industry's public relations effort without
interfering with studio production schedules.

Eric Johnston Attacks
Film^s 'False Accusers^

Dall.\s, March 3.—A four-prongf concentrated attack against false

accusers of the American motion picture industry was launched here

tonight by Eric Johnston, president of the IMotion Picture Association

of America. He cliarged that self-appointed vigilantes who seek to

dictate what films the public shall see

are a menace to the basic rights and
liberties of all American people.

Johnston's speech, delivered at a

"Brotherhood" dinner at the Hotel
Baker, was the first of four he is

making this week in his capacity of

general chairman of "Brotherhood
Week," sponsored by the National
Conference of Christians and Jews.
He will speak tomorrow in Tulsa,

^^'ednesday in St. Louis and Thurs-
day in Pittsburgh.

Johnston called attention to the con-
tribution which American pictures

have made to the religious life of the

nation and in fostering democratic
ideals at home and abroad.

But he warned that "counterfeit

.\mericans" and "bogus patriots," who
(Continued on page 2)

Plans Theatre TV
Of Major Parties'

Nat'l Conventions

Plans to theatre telecast the mid-
summer Democratic and Republican
national conventions were disclosed

here yesterday by Xorman Elson,

president of Guild Enterprises Inc.,

which controls Embass}- Xewsreel
Theatres.

Elson said he is conferring with
other theatre TV circuit executives in

order to sound out their interest in

(Continued on page 7)

Rule Nassers May
Sell Four to TV
Hollywood, Alarch 3.—TeleA-ision

rights to four features currently being
distributed by United Artists may be
sold forthwith by George and James
Nasser, who produced them, under a
weekend ruling handed down in U. S.

District Court, bankruptcy division,

by Referee Benno M. Brink.

The decision was based on a clause

(Continued on pac

Granada Head Hits
Eady Plan U.K. Tax
LoxDOx. March 3.—Criticism of the

Eady Plan, the entertainment tax and
the film quota highlight a report to

Granada circuit stockholders just is-

sued by Sidney L. Bernstein.

The report asserts that fewer first-

rate British films were made under
the Eady Plan in 1951 than without it

in 1950. "And," says Bernstein, "I be-

(Contimied on page 6)

Ch.Wood Seen

Backing 'Red'

Report Revise

3 of House Group Favor
Correcting Film Slur

W.^SHi.YGTON, March 3.—House
Ln-Amencan Activities Committee
Chairman John S. Wood (D., Ga.)
will support any move in his' com-
mittee to issue a supplemental state-
ment toning down the annual report's
criticism of the motion picture indus-
try. It was authoritatively learned
today.

That report took the industry to
task for allegedly not doing a better
job of cleaning its house of Commun-
ists. At least two committee members
—Representatives Walter (D Pa )
and Moulder CD., Mo.)—have since
said they felt the report was unfair
and would try to get the committee
to set the record straight.

Rep. Wood refused to com-
ment on the situation here to-
day, declaring only that he ex-

(Continued on page 2)

Mull Bill to Reduce

Time to Join Union

Washington, :March 3.—Members
of a Senate labor sub-committee said
they would "consider soon" a proposal
to cut from 30 days to two days the
period within which actors and ex-
tras must join the union in studios
covered by union shop agreements.

Last year, the sub-committee held
hearings on a bill to cut the waiting
period in the building industry.
Spokesmen for the Screen Actors
Guild asked the senators to amend
the bill to include the film industry.

Circuity Universities
In Theatre TV Deal
K.\NSAs CiTV, March 3.—By ar-

rangements among the several parties.

Commonwealth Theatres will show the
Kansas University-Kansas State bas-
ketball game Friday night, on the the-

atre T\" screens of tlie Ashland here
and the Granada. Lawrence, Kansas.
The game, televised by WDAF-TV,
will he picked up by the theatres.

HUMPHREY KATHARINE

BOGART • HEPBURN
Produced by S. P. EAGLE

Directed by JOHN HUSTON
Color by TECHNICOLOR



2 Motion Picture Daily Tuesday, March 4, 1952

'U' Paid $17,500
In Settlement

With 'Unfriendly 10'

Universal's contributive share in set-

tling out-of-court last Nov. 30 the

suits brought against Hollywood pro-

ducers by writers Lester Cole, Albert
Maltz and others of the so-called "un-
friendly 10" cited for contempt by
the House of Representatives, was
$17,500, the company disclosed here

yesterday.

The information was contained in

Universal's annual report to the Se-

curities and Exchange Commission.
The "unfriendly 10" sued in Los An-

geles County Superior Court and in

the U. S. District Court of Southern
California for wages under contracts

which were cancelled in consequence

of the Nov. 25, 1947, declaration by
the Association of Motion Picture

Producers that these employes were to

be discharged without compensation.

The following additional develop-

ments were included in the report.

(1) The company was a defendant

in 117 civil anti-trust actions as of

Nov. 3, 1951, the end of its fiscal year.

The year opened with 100 such cases

pending, and during it some 55 were
filed, the report stated. In virtually

all, other distributors also were named
defendants, it was indicated.

(2) The plaintiffs' time to appeal

from the judgment dismissing the

complaint in the stockholders' suit en-

titled "Dorette A. Wise versus Uni-

versal, et al." in U. S. District Court,

Delaware, has expired. Cancellation

of stock warrants held by officers of

the company was sought in the com-
plaint.

Salaries Listed

(3) Officers' salaries during the fis-

cal year were as follows : N. J. Blum-
berg, president, $79,500; John J.

O'Connor, vice-president, $45,050

;

Leon Goldberg, vice-president and
treasurer, $39,750 (an increase of

$7,500 over the previous year's sal-

ary) ; Edward Muhl, vice-president,

$51,650 (an increase of $7,450) ; Al-

fred E. Dafif, vice-president, $51,500

(an increase of $16,225). Under a

group insurance plan, into which 60

per cent of the premiums is paid by
the company, $20,000 worth of insur-

ance was purchased for these officers.

J. Cheever Cowdin, former board
chairman, was paid $48,461 during the

year for serving in a consultative ca-

pacity.

(4) Decca Records holding 27.4 per

cent of Universal's common stock does

not make it a "parent" in the com-
pany's operation under the SEC Act.

Decca, moreover, disclaims control of

the company or any admission thereof,

and has not attempted to direct or

cause the direction of management or

policies. The desirability of combin-
ing th<; businesses of the two compa-
nies through an acquisition of the as-

sets of Decca by Universal "is being

studied."

(5) General Cinema Finance of

Britain owns 134,375 shares, or 14

per cent of the Universal stock ; Ludo-
vic L. Lawrence owns 8,300 shares or

14.7 per cent of the cumulative pre-

ferred; company's officers and direc-

tors as a group own 430 of the cumu-
lative preferred and 8,991 of common.

Personal Mention
B»to William J. Heineman, Unit-

ed Artists distribution vice-president,

left here yesterday for Detroit and
Cleveland.

•

Spyros p. Skouras, president of

20th Century-Fox, is due here tomor-
row by plane from Zurich, Switzer-
land.

•

Dick Pitts, assistant to Gael
Sullivan, Theatre Owners of Amer-
ica executive director, is confined to

his home with an attack of influenza.
•

Maurice (Murray) Segal, Para-
mount trade paper contact, has an-
nounced his engagement to Claire
Drucker.

JESSE L. LASKY, M-G-M pro-

ducer, arrived here from the Coast
yesterday.

•

Edwin W. Aaron, assistant general

sales manager for 20th Century-Fox,
left here yesterday for Kansas City

to attend the Allied of Kansas and
Missouri convention.

•

Leon J. Bamberger, RKO Radio
sales promotion head, will be in Kan-
sas City today to address the national

convention of drive-in theatres and
Allied of Kansas and Missouri.

•

Michael G. Shapiro, son of Ro-
bert Shapiro, manager of the New
York Paramount Theatre, had his Bar
Mitzvah at Actors Temple Saturday.

La Cava Services
In Santa Monica
Hollywood, March 3.—Services for

Gregory La Cava, 59, who died Satur-

day of a heart attack, will be held

Wednesday morning at the Wilshire
Funeral Home, Santa Monica.

The veteran producer, director and

writer had been active in the industry

from the days of two-reel comedies

to 1947, when he directed "Living in

A Big Way." Born in Towanda, Pa.,

he was an art student and newspaper

man before going to Edison Films in

the industry's early days.

He is survived by a son, Willian.,

a brother and sister.

Maurice White, 56,

Pioneer Exhibitor
Cincinnati, March 3.—Maurice

White, 56, president of Mid-States

Theatres, Inc., and past president of

the Cincinnati Variety Club, died un-

expectedly at his home late yesterday.

He had recovered and returned to

work following a recent emergency
appendectomy. Prior to his associa-

tion with the late Ike Libson, White
was the Warner exchange manager
here.

Mid- States operates the Capitol,

Keith's, Schubert, Downtown and
through subsidiaries, several local

neighborhoods, also houses in various

Ohio situations and in Louisville,

Lexington and Ashland, Ky. The
widow and two sons survive.

Tom Gorman, Former
RKO Mgr„ Is Dead
Peoria, III, March 3.—Tom Gor-

man, age 60, pioneer theatre execu-

tive, who died in Mexico City last

Friday while on a vacation trip with

his wife, will be buried here this week.

Gorman was associated with the

B. S. Moss theatres in New York,

was general manager of Keith-Albee-

Orphcum, and operated the old Hip-

podrome in New York. He was also

Chicago area manager for RKO The-

atres at one time. Additionally he had

been a circus operator.

Gorman is survived by his brother,

Howard, who is postmaster of this

city, in addition to the widow. He
was the son of former U. S. Senator

Gorman of Illinois.

U. S. Chamber Asks
Communist Blacklist
Washington, March 3.—The U. S.

Chamber of Commerce has urged the

blacklisting of Communists in the mo-
tion picture industry and other enter-

tainment fields.

In a voluminous report on Com-
munism in all phases of U. S. life,

the Chamber touches briefly on the

entertainment field. It points out that

over 300 Hollywood figures were
named as Communists in the 1951

hearings of the House Un-American
Activities Committee, and declares

that "add to this Communist writers

and radio artists and it is not hard to

understand why the party has mil-

lions to spend."

The report recommends that Com-
munists not be employed in many
different economic fields. Among
these fields it lists "any agency which
influences public opinion, such as

newspapers, radio and television, book
and magazine publishers and research

institutes, and any field which gives

prestige and high salaries to Com-
munists, such as the entertainment

field."

Johnston

Ch. Wood Seen
( Continued from page I )

pected to have a meeting this

week or next week, "at which
I assume the matter will be
brought up." However, it was
learned from other members
that Wood himself feels the re-

port did the industry an injus-

tice and will support Walter
and Moulder if they seek a
correction.

During the committee's hearings
last year. Wood put himself on record
as believing Hollywood had done a
comparatively good job of putting its

house in order, and Wood has told

colleagues that "nothing has changed
my mind since."

According to one committee source,

when the committee met to discuss the

annual report drawn up by the staff.

Wood suggested then that the Holly-

wood section be toned down. How-
ever, one or two other committee
members wanted the Hollywood sec-

tion made even stronger, and the

language finally released was a com-
I)romise between the two stands.

(Continued from page 1)

use the pretense of fighting Commun-
ism to impose their views on the com-
rnunity, are a threat to our religious
liberties, to American ideals and to
our basic rights as citizens.

Although these self-appointed vigi-
lantes use the protective coloration of
the flag and act in the name of Amer-
icanism, theirs is the spurious Amer-
icanism of the Salem witchcraft trials

and the "Know-Nothings," Johnston
said.

Johnston asked

:

"When small groups of fanatics take
unto themselves the right to deter-
mine how their fellow men shall live,

how they shall worship and where
they shall worship, what movies they
shall see, can we feel secure in our
individual liberties?

"When self-appointed arbiters set

themselves up as the sole judge of

right and wrong—when they seek to

substitute their will for the citizen's

freedom of choice—^when they seek
mastery of the manners and morals of

the entire community—is man still free

to pursue his life by the dictates of

his own conscience?"
Johnston recalled that in February

at a luncheon in New York the motion
picture industry had been honored by
representatives of 13 national organ-
izations with a combined membership
of 40,000,000 persons for its contribu-

tions to spiritual life and for fostering

American ideals.

Pik Forms TV Firm
Robert Pik, president of Interworld

Films, Inc., has formed Regent Pic-
tures, Inc., which will handle product
for world wide television distribution.

The company has acquired 46 feature
films, and contemplates going into

production in the near future on a
one-half hour dramatic show.

NEW YORK THEATRES
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ON THE MARCH

ACROSS

AMERICA I

IT IS MAKING
LONG-RUN HISTORY!
Status ojEngagements at Press Time

5th MONTH
NEW YORK {Astor)

{in addition to simultaneous

8 week run at the Capitol)

4th MONTH
CLEVELAND • ST. LOUIS
PITTSBURGH
LOS ANGELES {A-Star Theatre)

3rd MONTH
WASHINGTON, D. C.

8th Week Toledo
7th Week Baltimore, Syracuse

5th Week New Haven, Worcester

4th Week Hartford

3rd Week Charlotte, Chicago,

Columbus, Dallas, Des Moines,

Houston, Miami, Miami Beach,

Philadelphia, Denver

LONG RUNS COMPLETED
4 Months Los Angeles (t/. A. Theatre)

3 Months San Francisco

2 Months Boston (2 Theatres)

2 Months Kansas City, Indianapolis

6 Weeks Buffalo

5 Weeks Norfolk, Atlanta, Memphis,

New Orleans, Providence, Rochester

4 Weeks Akron, Nashville,

Richmond
3 Weeks Canton, Evansville,

Louisville, Springfield,

Bridgeport, Waterbury

ti



Die Mirmu Pkiuk Prdvb
Snow White" Snowbollinq to

NEW YORK- Outgrossed even
picture in Criterion's 14 -year history!

BOSTON— Biggest

sotioncl ^Xinderello" in Februon

PROVIDEN^h— lop-grossing
attraction in the last thre^ years!

SnowWhite



14 the SevenDwarfs

•25,455,000 new children between the
ages of 5 and 13 have never seen "Snow
White"according to 1950 census figures.

And an

EVER-NEW AUDIENCE
OF 25,000,000*
IS waiting to duplicate these

figures in your town

!
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National

Pre-Selling

MORE than 600 key situations

from Coast to Coast will be

playing Universal's "The Battle of

Apache Pass" in April in one of the

largest mass playoffs of a picture

keyed directly to national magazine

advertising. David A. Lipton, vice

president in charge of advertising and

publicity, will list 447 of these situa-

tions in two-color, double-truck ad-

vertising spreads which are scheduled

to appear in the Saturday Evening

Post and LooJe magazine on March
25 and 26, respectfully, marking the

largest number of theatres to be ever

so listed, and the third time that Uni-

versal has made this special effort

under Lipton's policy of keying actual

plavdates in theatres. The advertis-

ing" will be seen by 20,000,000 poten-

tial patrons of theatres,
•

For the first time in the 20-year

history of the magazine, Esquire
will devote its front cover to a

motion picture star. The April

issue, on newsstands Friday, will

carry a full color portrait of Eliza-

beth Taylor by Phillippe Halsman,
well known photographer. Addi-
tionally, there will be several pages
of other pictures of the M-G-M
star and an article with credit to
"Ivanhoe," which is Miss Taylor's
newest picture, to be released later

in the year,
•

Benciix Home Appliances is another

national manufacturing and merchan-
dising concern, to issue its own press-

book to dealers in conjunction ivith

a motion picture tieup. Bendix has
put out, "How To Get in the Movies"—a 12-page brochure of trade-paper

page sise, addressed to 8,000 dealers,

and supporting the company's national

magazine advertising for Walt Dis-
ney's "Snozi' White and the Seven
Divarfs." The copy tells merchants
that in February, March, April and
May they may expect to "get in the

movies" through I'arious merchandis-
ing stunts that are described, num-
bered and illustrated.

•

-Seven entertainment features in the

Marcli issue of Seventeen include a

feature article, "We Are Seventeen,

We Live In Rome, We Worked on

"(^uo Vadis," written by two 'teen-

age dancers
;
"Eyes of Art," a docu-

mentary story of "Pictura-Adventure
in Art ;" "He Sings from Memory,"
about Tony Martin; "Triple Threat
Baritone," concerning Johnny Des-
mond: Paramount's "Greatest Show
on ILarth," named as the magazine's
"Picture of the Month," with "Afri-

can Queen," "Viva Zapata !" and
others among the runners-up.

•

Thousands of newspaper editors
and film critics, television and radio
commentators, theatre owners and
publicists will find a reproduction
of the 24-sheet on "Greatest Show
on Earth" in their mail this week.
The multi-colored mailing piece is

a blotter, with all the art work and
color of the pictorial billboard dis-

play. 20th Century-Fox is mailing
a special promotion piece on "With
A Song in .My Heart" to 1,600 of the
nat'on's top disc jockeys, with a
listing of 66 top recordings and a
new Capitol album of hits from the
Technicolor mus'cal.

Waltkr Brooks

Snow Bites N.Y. Grosses
(Continued from page 1)

record, set two years ago by "The
Eilm Ballet."

At the Roxy, which also features

Doroth\- Lamour on stage, a big $80,-

000 is seen for the second week of

20th Century-Eox's "Five Fingers,"

While at the Capitol, an excellent

$72,000 is expected for the second in-

ning of "African Queen,"
Standing up well is "The Greatest

Show on Earth" at Radio City Music
Hall, which also features its regular

stage show, Eor its eighth stanza, a

solid $107,000 is forecast. A good
$57,000 is estimated for the opening

week of "This Woman Is Dangerous"
at the Paramount which headlines the

Billy Williams quartette.

Hit by Snowfall

At the Criterion, the usual big
weekend matinee for "Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs" was hit by
New York's biggest snowfall this

year. Still, a fairly nice $25,000 was
seen for the second stanza for the

Walt Disney reissue.

"Quo Vadis" at the Astor is doing
well, with a nice $24,000 forecast for

the I7th week. At the Mayfair, a
more than satisfactory $25,000 is seen
for the fifth week of "Sailor Beware."
Among fairly good grossers, "Viva

Zapata" can be included with $20,000
estimated for the fourth week. "Re-
treat Hell !" at the Warner will be

replaced today with "Bugles in the
Afternoon" alter registering a satis-

factory $25,000 for its second week.
Dipping, but still drawing in cus-

tomers at its 11th week, is "Death of
A Salesman" at the Victoria which
expects a fair $12,000 for the week.
"Hoodlum Empire" will have its pre-
miere tomorrow at the Globe, re-
placing "When Worlds Collide,"
which expects to bow out with a tepid
$10,000 tor its final fourth week.
The Judy Garland Festival, com-

posed of two reissues, "Meet Me in

St, Louis" and "Babes in Arms" bows
out of Loew's State tomorrow, "The
Belle of New York" will be its re-

placement. The figure for the last five

days of the final third inning is ex-
pected to hit $7,000, a bit weak.
At the Park Avenue, "The Woman

in Question" fell somewhat in its sec-
ond week, but a satisfactory $6,600 is

expected.

Cinecolor Sets
(Continued from page 1)

which have been effected recently,"

according to Cniecolor president Karl
Herzog.
Herzog explains that, "Even though

the increase in the cost of labor and
many raw materials used in our pro-
cesses over-balances the economies
which have been effected and the re-
moval of the excise tax from raw
stock, we are so confident of the fu-
ture that we have absorbed the differ-

ence "to make price reductions pos-
sible."

Gift Trip to Brylawskis
\VAS)n.\(;Tnx. March 3.—The Mo-

tion Picture Theatre Owners of Met-
ropolitan VVashingtcjii has voted a two
weeks, all ex])enses paid, vacation for

MPTO president A. Julian Brylaw-
ski and Mrs. Brylawski. Brylawski
is now in his 29th year as president
of the organization. He and his wife
will leave Friday for two weeks of
island-hi)i)piiig in the Caribbean.

Opening to healthy business yester-

day was "Love Is Better Than Ever"
at tile 52nd Street Trans-Lux where
$1,500 was racked up. The final four

days there of "Lady Possessed" took
a fair $2,000.

"Cry, the Beloved Country," at the

Bijou is expected to hit a good $7,000
for its sixth inning, while "The Lav-
ender Hill Mob" at the Fine Arts
Theatre is forecast to do a fine $5,800
for its 18th week.
A declining gross of $6,000 was seen

for the 26th week of "The River" at

the Paris, which will change its two-
a-day policy on Monday to continuous

run. A moderate $4,800 is estimated

for the ninth week of "Tales of Hoff-
mann" at the Sutton. Also in the mod-
erate category is "Navejo" at the

Baronet which expects $3,900 for its

second week.
The fourth stanza of "The Magic

Garden" at the Trans-Lux 60th Street

is forecast to do a good $4,200, with
only a fair $2,000 seen for the first

week of "Man on the Run" at the 72nd
Street Trans-Lux.

RKO Palace Backs Up
$24,350 with Melchior

The first week of RKO Palace's

new variety show, starring Lauritz

Melchior, is forecast to gross $24,350,

which is considered a good initial fig-

ure. The show has a limited two-week
engagement there.

Hike Admissions for
Martin and Lewis
Boston, March 3.—The Metropoli-

Theatre will charge advanced prices

for the personal appearances of Dean
Martin and Jerry Lewis when they

open for one week beginning Thurs-
day. The prices are : Thursday, Fri-

day, Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day, opening until 11:00 A.M,, $1

;

11:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M,, $1,25; 4:00
P.M. to closing, $1.80. On Saturday
the prices will be : opening to 12 :00

noon, $1.25 and from 12:00 noon to

closing, $1.80, On Sunday the prices

will be $1,80 from opening to closing.

The children's price will be 90 cents

at all times. Regular admission prices

at the Metropolitan are from 44 to

85 cents.

3rd Session Today
In Picture Course
The third session of the course,

"The Motion Picture as a Educational
Potential in School and Community,"
joint cooperative effort of the New
York Board of Education and the Or-
ganization of the Motion Picture In-

dustry for the City of New York, as

an in-service course for 250 high
school and junior high school teachers,

will be held today at 3:45 P.M. in the

auditorium of the High School of Per-
forming Arts,

Jesse L, Lasky, representing the

Screen Producers' Guild, will speak

on "Tlie Producer—His Function and
His Responsibility." John Beal will

speak on "The Actor—Tlie Self-Edu-
cation Involved to Acliieve a Proper
Understanding of Character."

Cranston, R. I. Fire
Cranston, R. L, March 3,—The

Palace Theatre here was damaged to

the extent of $40,000 by fire. The
house is owned by the Associated The
atres of Rhode Island.

Granada
(Continued from page 1)

lieve that 1952 will show a further re-

duction." He said the Eady levy paid
by Granada was nearly four times the
amount paid in dividends to ordinary
shareholders last year. The levy will

be more than doubled in the current
year, he predicts.

Paid by Exhibitors

Bernstein points out that the levy

must be paid by exhibitors, some of

whom are unable to secure the films

made possible by the Eady Plan "be-
cause of the booking power of the
large circuits." He termed it "fan-
tastic" that "a substantial portion of

the levy contributed by exhibitors is

paid to producers who themselves own
the opposition theatres at which the

films are shown."

He said the entertainment tax ab-

sorbed 38 per cent of Granada's gross

last year and that it tends to keep ad-

mission prices too high. He pointed

out that the quota had failed to bring

about any increase in the number of

quality British films.

Fly to fun and relaxation on a

in the Sun Country
You're only hours away, by TWA, from
Phoenix, Las Vegas, Southern California.

Big savings with TWA's Family Half-
Fora Plan and Sky Tourist flights. See
your travel agent or call TWA.

r/l/IMS WORID AIRIINIS

U.S.A. • EUROPf • AFRICA ' ASIA

MITCHELL MAY, Jr.

CO., INC.

INSURANCE
•

Specialising

in requirements of the

Motion Picture Industry

75 Maiden Lane, New York
3720 W. 6th St., Los Angeles

1TO BE SURE
OF BEST QUALITY and QUICK SERVICE

MADE-TO- ORDER
TRAILERS /FILMACK

:AG0 i, IIU NEW YORK IS, N. Y,

rS.Wobnih * «30 Ninth Av.un.l
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Conventions
{Continued from page 1)

the project. The Guild circuit execu-
tive said present plans call for the

theatre televising of the political con-
ventions at the Broadway Embassy,
which is expected to be equipped with
RCA theatre TV within six or seven
weeks.
He oultined a two-fold program for

the project embracing the possibility

of theatres cooperating with TV net-

works in obtaining highlights of the

convention for theatre screens. The
other phase of the program would call

for exclusive theatre telecasts of con-
vention programs.

Questioned on the probability of net-

works' cooperation, Elson foresaw no
opposition on their part if theatres

would carry the commercial sponsor-
ing the event. Full coverage of the

July conventions was envisioned for

the Broadway Embassy, which Elson
plans to make the first TV newsreel
theatre in the nation. The Guild Thea-
tre, another circuit house which is

equipped with TV, would televise spe-

cial convention events, according to

present plans.

The delay in equipping the Broad-
way Embassy with TV, Elson ex-
plained, was due to obtaining cable

facilities for the theatre.

Rules Nassers May
(Continued from page 1)

TOA Sets Unit to

Hit Films-for-TV
Miami, March 3—Three ex-

hibitor leaders have been
named by Mitchell Wolfson,
Theatre Owners of America
president, to serve as a com-
mittee to approach producers
"and let them know that we
are fully opposed to their
selling films to television."
The committee consists of

Walter Reade, Jr., Eastern
chairman; Sherrill Corwin,
Western chairman, and Eddie
Silverman, Chicago chairman.

Books 'Kisenga'
"Kisenga, Man of Africa," a J.

Arthur Rank production, will open at
the Holiday Theatre here shortlv, In-
ternational Releasing Organization,
discloses. The color in Technicolor
picture was filmed in Tanganyika,
British East Africa.

Stockholders Meeting
Stockholders of Republic Pictures

will hold their annual meeting in New
York on April 1.

TOA to Urge
(Continued from page 1)

is expected to announce today the
TOA working committee on arbitra-

tion that will assist in processing the

organization's proposals before the ex-
pected all-industry arbitration confer-
ence.

As announced recently, TOA's pro-

posals for an arbitration system in-

clude the recommendation that a

$25,000-a-year national administrator

head the set-up. Also proposed was a

$SO-per-diem fee for arbitrators, as

well as charges for complaint and in-

tervener filings.

Allied States Association made no
mention of costs, charges or salaries

in its arbitration recommendations,
which otherwise resemble TOA's in

principle. Allied has emphasized, how-
ever, that it wants a system that

would be "inexpensive."

1931 'Names' Toured
Hollywood, March 3.—Hollywood

Coordinating Committee report dis-

closes 131 name personalities made
184 personal appearances on 46 pa-
triotic and fund-raising programs dur-
ing February.

British Industry
Asks TV Channels
London, March 3.— An in-

dustry memorandum request-
ing authorization for private
television channels for trans-
mission of programs direct to
theatres, prepared by Sir
Henry French of the Pro-
ducers Association and con-
curred in by all branches of
the industry, has been pre-
sented to the government.

Olficial action on the report
is not expected for some time.

Map Program for
New McCarey Film
Paramount will accord a far-reach-

ing promotion campaign to the world
pre-release engagement of Leo Mc-
Carey's "My Sou John," at the Cap-
itol Theatre here and to special pre-
release engagements in key situations

throughout the country.

The Lynn Farnol Agency will co-

ordinate the publicity and promotion
program aimed at civic, religious, edu-
tional, veterans and other community
organizations.

IT HAP'>ENED HERE
in the UA distribution contract which
requires UA to distribute pictures to

video "when such distribution becomes
a commercial practice." UA counsel
argued such distribution has not yet

become commercial practice among
major companies, and pictures con-
cerned are still in theatre distribution.

Nassers did not seek withdrawal \ f
from other sections of their contract

but asked the right to sell television

rights, which are computed at $200,-

000. UA may appeal the decision.

Pictures are : "Don't Trust Your
Husband," "Cover - Up," "Without
Honor," "Kiss for Corliss." Nassei
counsel George T. Goggins said the |^
Nassers will proceed at once with the

sale of the films to television.

from God fearing farm boy

to Racket Busting Investigator!

Til fight corruption

and evil wherever
TOA Issues 28-Page
Digest of Convention ,

A 28-page brochure, reviewing pro-
[

posals, discussion and action at tlu'

Theatre Owners of America's mid-
winter board meeting on the Coast la--t

January, has been released by the or-

ganization's headquarters here to tlir

TOA membership.
Topics covered in the brochure in-

clude arbitration, taxation, print short-

ages, forcing advanced admissions,

FCC channel grant, TOA financing,

grievance panels, sales of films to TV
quality and quantity of pictures, trail-

ers, producers' views, trailers for tele-

vision, young talent, film cycles, public

relations, TOA's stand on Commun-
ism, need for scientific research, con-
fidence in the future, acetate film,

"Movietime U. S. A." and Eidophor
Theatre TV.

I find itr

Mutual Sales Meet
Starts Tomorrow
Mutual Pictures sales convention

will start at the Warwick Hotel here
tomorrow and run through Thursday.
Sales plans anrl exploitation cam]);ii,nns

will be discussed for Jack Dietz's re-

cently produced "Models, Inc."

y„„'U^hin.soonkoneoftUenu,s^

startiing
pkmres in yean.
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Review
"Rodeo"
{Monogram) Hollywood-, March 3

TO MANY the i-odeo is regarded as the present-day survival of the best

features of the Old West. Walter Mirisch has used it as the setting and
principal subject of this production in Cinecolor. X
The film is rich in the bronc-busting, calf-roping, bull-dogging and other

actionful exploits of the professional cowhand, on which the rodeo has risen

to its present popularity among American institutions of entertainment, which
doubtless is recommendation enough for the public that will respond to the

title. Additionally, however, it depicts the rodeo, its men and women, its

operation, management, problems and practices, from the inside, so to speak,

and these matters, dealt with as parts of the story, are of interest generally

as well as for their Western flavor. The story told, although not so spirited

or speedy as might have been wished, satisfies the demands of the project.

The screenplay, by Charles R. Marion, directed tellingly by William Beau-
dine, opens with a small town merchant to whom a touring rodeo is in debt

for $1,800 worth of hay and grain, and who sends his daughter, Jane Nigh,
to the rodeo grounds to collect the bill. She learns from John Archer and
Wallace Ford, rodeo hands, that the promoter of the rodeo has decamped
with all the available cash, leaving the performers stranded. Hopeful of re-

couping the $1,800, Miss Nigh persuades the performers to enter into a profit-

-sharing, cooperative deal, appointing her as business manager, and the rodeo

goes on from there. Numerous complications and surprises, plus some ro-

mance, terminate in a happy solution of the financial problem and a rosy

future for the rodeo.

Running time, 71 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

March 9.

Six MGM Field

Press Units

Six division press representatives

in the field have been named by
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer in a program
designed to bring the company in clos-

er contact with the nation's news-
papers, radio stations and television

outlets, and to supply speedier, more
complete service to theatre and cir-

cuit advertising-publicity departments,

it was disclosed here yesterday by

Howard Dietz, advertising-publicity

vice-president.

Men assigned to new duties have
been selected from M-G-M's stai¥ of

19 field press representatives. While
each man's base of operations remains

in the exchange center where he has

been working, his regular promotion
activities in the area will be handled

by new men now being added.

Dan Terrell, head of exploitation,

will arrive in Hollywood from New
York tomorrow to join Dietz. The
six division press representatives are

due at the studio Monday, March 10,

for three days of conferences and
screenings.

Men assigned are : Emery Austin,

Southern division ; Arthur Canton,
Eastern division ; E. B. Coleman,
Southwestern ; Ivan Fuldauer, Mid-
west; E. C. Pearson, Central divi-

sion, and Ted Galanter, Western.
The complete program for the new

operation will be outlined at the stu-

dio meetings, which will include dis-

cussions with Done Schary and other
production executives as well as with
members of the studio publicity and
promotion stafifs.

During the time that meetings are
being held at the studio, Silas F. Sead-
ler, advertising manager, John Jo-
seph, publicity manager, and members
of the home office promotion depart-
ment will be rushing material on re-
leases through June.

AP Poll Names
'Streetcar" Best
Associated Press nationwide poll

of critics has picked Warner Broth-
ers' "Streetcar Named Desire" as the
best film of 1951.

Three players in the film also won
in the balloting. Marlon Brando was
cited for the best performance by a
starring actor

; Vivien Leigh, best per-
formance by a starring actress, and
Karl Maiden, best supporting role.

Sidney Weighs New One
Hollywood, March 3.—George Sid-

ney is considering "Twenty Years
After," Alexandre Dumas' sequel to
"The Three Musketeers," as a pos-
sible follow-up on "Musketeers" which
he made for M-G-M two years ago.
Sidney also is checking other writings
of Dumas, as well as those of Rafael
Sabatini, who wrote "Scaramouche,"
which Sidney recently completed with
Carey Wilson producing.

Binyon on Hope Musical
HoLLVwfX^i), March 3.—Ciaurle Bin-

yon has gone to his Lebcc Ranch to
work on the final screenplay for "Girls
Are Here to Stay," Bob Hope musical
which he will also direct for Para-
mount. Binyon just wound up di-

recting his own story, "Dream Boat,"
starring Ginger Rogers and Clifton

Webb, at 20th Century-Fox, where,
as at Paramount, he is under contract

for one picture annually.

New Film Franchise
Firm Is Nearly Set
Dallas, March 3.—The formation

of Capitol Pictures is fast approach-

ing the conclusion stage, according

to John L. Franconi and associates.

As previously announced, Capitol is

being organized as a producing-dis-

tributing organization, and will be

represented by franchise holders in

29 domestic film centers and Canada.

The group ..will finance its own pro-

gram of pictures and will employ
many of the operation angles used by

the old First National franchise

group.
According to Franconi, "If one

would look back at the conditions

industry-wise that prevailed when
First National was organized, the

ills of the motion picture industry to-

day" would seem "infiinitesmal by
comparison."

Greene-Rouse Plan
Non-talking Film
Harry M. Popkin Productions has

concluded arrangements for the film-

ing of "The Thief," which will be the

first picture since sound came in to

develop a story without the use of a
single word of dialogue. The picture

will have a full musical score. Ray
Milland will star.

The film will be produced and di-

rected by tlie team of Oarence Greene
and Russell Rouse, their first since

"The Well."

'Earth' Judging Here
Judging of 20th Century-Fox's

$15,000 showmanship contest for the

best campaigns on "The Day the
Earth Stood Still" will take place

tomorrow at the company's home of-

fices. The judges are: Robert B.
Wilby, Wilby-Kincey circuit; Benja-
min N. Berger, Berger Amusement
Co.; Sol Schwartz, RKO Theatres;
Walter Brooks, Motion Picture Her-
ald, and Chester Friedman, Boxnjficc.

NSS Reception Here
National .Screen Service will give

a reception here next Monday at

Toots Shor's to preview "Quo Vadis"
advertising displays.

Pleskow, Eckstein in

New UA Sales Posts
Eric Pleskow has been named

United Artists' managing director in

South Africa, succeeding Gerry Tay-
lor, resigned, and Irving Eckstein
takes over Pleskow's home office sales

post, it was reported here yesterday
by Arnold M. Picker, UA foreign
sales vice-president.

Pleskow, who joined U.A.'s foreign
staff two months ago, was formerly
Sol Lesser's representative in Europe
and prior to that was assistant gen-
eral manager in Germany for Motion
Picture Export Association from
1948-50. Eckstein entered the indus-
try in 1945, serving briefly in U.A.'s
foreign department, then switched to

the MPEA as sales controller until

1949. He then joined Paramount as
manager in Siam and Indonesia until

1950, when he resigned to accept a

position outside the industry.

Phil Reisman Drive
Starts This Week
RKO Radio's foreign department

will open its "Phil Reisman 1952 Ban-
ner Drive" this week, honoring its

vice-president in charge of foreign

distribution.

Robert K. Hawkinson is drive com-
mittee chairman, and Melvin Dan
heiser is drive coordinator. Other
members of tlie committee are Ned
Clarke, Beverly Lion, Harry Ehr-
reich, Rutgers Neilson, Arthur Hers-
kovitz, Charles Belmont and William
E. Meyer.

First Manvell Talk Apr. 7
Dr. Roger Manvell, director of the

British Film Academy, will be pre-

sented to American film-makers and
others at the Museum of Modern Art
auditorium on Monday night, April

7, by the Eastern Screen Directors
Guild in cooperation with the British

Information Services, according to an
announcement from Jack Glenn, presi-

dent of the Guild. "British and Amer-
ican Films" will lx> the subject of

Dr. Manvell's talk, wliich he will il-

lustrate with films designed to con-
trast the feature and documentary
styles of the two countries.

USWon'tActin

FCC Hearings
Washington, March 3.—The Jus-

tice Department has decided against
taking any active role in the Federal
Communications Commission proceed-
ings on the proposed merger between
American Broadcasting Co. and
United Paramount Theatres, anti-

trust chief H. Graham Morison de-
clared here today.

He said the Department is fol-

lowing the proceedings and has had
observers present on many occasions,

but will not either intervene in the
proceeding or appear as a witness.

The very most the Department might
do, Morison said, is to file a brief

on the subject at the end of the hear-
ings. He emphasized that filing such
a brief was only a "possibility" and
that no decision would be made un-
til after the hearings are concluded
and the Department has had a chance
to read all of the testimony.
The hearings on the merger and

other phases of the "catch-all" Para-
mount proceedings were in recess to-

day, but are slated to pick up again
tomorrow,, when Klaus Landsberg,
manager of Paramount Television
Productions' Los Angeles TV sta-

tion, KTLA, is slated to testify. It

is expected that he will be the last

Paramount witness for the present,

and that UPT witnesses will take
over when he concludes.

Arthur May Handle
Canadian Fair Show
Toronto, March 3.—Jack Arthur,

district manager at Famous Players'

headoffice, has been named No. 1 can-
didate for the appointment of producer
for this years' grandstand show at

the Canadian National Exhibition, To-
ronto. If the nomination goes through.

Jack Arthur, who produced many
stage presentations for Famous Play-
ers before the introduction of sound
films, would succeed Leon Leonidoff

of Radio City Music Hall, New York,
who has organized the big CNE spec-

tacles for some years.

Arthur is the nominee of Mayor
Alan Lamport, a member of the board
of directors of Canada's biggest an-

nual fair.

Radio Engineers
Convene Here
The Institute of Radio Engineers

will open its 40th convention here to-

day at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. In

addition sessions will be held at the

Belmont Plaza, and at Grand Central

Palace, where $10,000,000 in radio

and TV apparatus will be on exhibit.

Expected to attend are 27,500 mem-
bers and guests from nearly every
country outside the "Iron Curtain."

Kennedy Reception
Universal-International was host

here yesterday at a press reception

for Arthur Kennedy at the Sherry
Netherland Hotel. The actor is in

town in connection with the opening

of "Bend of the River."

Kennedy, accompanied by Philip

Gerard, Eastern i)ublicity manager of

Universal, left New York last night

for Boston and Hartford for two days
of advance promotional effort in con-

nection with the New England open-
ings of the picture. They will return

to New York on Thursday.
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6i-Millions

For New Pathe

TV Company
Bruce Eells Heads Firm;
To Work at EL Studio

The formation of Pathe Televi-

sion Corp. to finance and distribute

film programs for TV, with a two-
year budget of $6,250,000, was dis-

closed here yesterday by William C.

MacMillen, Jr., Pathe Industries"

president.

Bruce Eells, former Young
and Rubicam executive who has
been actively engaged recently
in seeking films for the TV
market, will head the new
company.

Directors of the firm are Henry
Briggs, a director of Alleghany
Corp.

;
James Wolcott, vice-president

and a director of Pathe Laboratories,
Inc.

;
Livingston Goddard, secretary

and treasurer of the Federation for

{Continued on page 6)

UPT Witnesses on

FCC Stand Today

Washington, March 4.—The sec-

ond phase of the Federal Communi-
cations Commissions Paramount hear-
ings is scheduled to end today, but
hearing examiner Leo Resnick will

swing immediately into the third

phase.

The current phase deals with the
qualifications of Paramount Pictures
to be a television licensee. Phase
three deals with the qualifications of
United Paramount Theatres to be a
TV licensee, and then will swing into
the proposed UPT-American Broad-
casting Co. merger.
The first phase dealt with the issue

{Continued on page 2)

British Tfieatres Grossed

$78,150,800 in 3rd Quarter
London, March 4.—The box-office gross of Britain's 4,561 theatres

for the third quarter of last year was $78,150,800, according to the

latest statistical survey of the industry compiled by the Board of Trade
for publication tomorrow in its Journal.

The result for the three months
ended Sept.

. 29, 1951, compares with
a box office gross for the correspond-
ing 1950 period of $71,825,600, when
32 more theatres were in operation.

Total admissions for the quarter in-

creased from 337,290,000 in 1950 to

344,830,000 in the 1951 quarter.

The entertainment tax took 34.7 per

cent of the gross, or $27,095,600 dur-
ing the three months, while another
2.3 per cent, or $1,817,200 was paid
into the Eady Tax fund by the box-
offices.

Statistics for distribution cover the
first half of 1951 and include all films,

both British and foreign-made. Total
gross rentals for the six-month period
amounted to $32,600,400, according to

the Journal, of which 65 per cent, or
$21,201,600, was paid to producers ; IS

per cent, or $4,936,400, went for dis-

(Continued on page 2)

Over 160 Delegates

At K-M Allied Meet

Skouras Due Here;
Await Compo Reply
Spyros P. Skouras, presi-

dent of 20th Century-Fox,
was scheduled to arive here
by plane from Zurich, Switz-
erland, early today. Skouras
still has not formally ac-

cepted the post of president
of the Council of Motion Pic-
ture Organizations, to which
he was named on Feb. 21.

Indications are that an in-
dustry delegation will visit

Skouras promptly and en-
deavor to persuade him to
take up the COMPO reins.

5 Easter Bookings
For Para, on B'way

Five Paramount productions will
open in the Broadway area here
shortly before or during Easter Week,
the company reported yesterday. At
least

_
three openings will be world

premieres conducted within a single
week.
The five pictures, which the com-

(Continned on page 6)

Kansas City, March 4.—Despite a
storm that blocked highways, a good
attendance marked the opening today
of the Allied National Drive-in The-
atre Convention of the Allied Inde-
pendent Theatre Owners of Kansas
and Missouri. There was a registra-

tion of more than 160 delegates from
{Continued on page 2)

Charges UPT with

Monopoly in Texas

The situation in Houston, Dallas
and Ft. Worth was charged to be as
"effectively monopolized today" by
United Paramount Theatres as it was
by the Interstate Circuit before the
Paramount decree, in an affidavit by
independent theatre owner I. B. Adel-
maii of Texas.

Tlie affidavit, filed yesterday in the
{Continued on page 2)

Urges Producer Priorities

To Banish Cycles of Films
_

The recommendation that producers explore the possibility of estab-
lishing a priority system which would rid the industry of cycles of pic-
tures and excessive duplication of stars has been submitted to the Theatre
Owners of America by Dick Dickson of the Southern California Thea-
tre Owners Association.

Dickson, a Fox West Coast execu-
tive and former producer, believes
"exhibitors throughout the nation
would feel reassured if they knew that

producers and distributors were seri-

ously attempting to correct this dam-
aging evil" of cycles and star duplica-
tions.

He described as "an old, old story"
the complaint of exhibitors about "si-

multaneous release of the same type
of pictures by all studios, or the si-

multaneous release in various tcrri-

{Continued on page 2)

Moon Will Assist
Feldman at Univ.
Ray Moon, who resigned as Central

division manager for 20th Century-
Fox in January, will join Universal
Pictures on April 14 as executive as-
sistant to Charles J. Feldman, domes-
tic sales manager.
Moon, a veteran of more than 30

years in distribution and exhibition,

was a sales executive for 20th Cen-
tury-Fox for 10 years before his re-

{Continued on page 3)

MGM to Have
19 Releases

In 7 Months
Three to Four Pictures
A Month Are Scheduled

M-G-M has scheduled 19 pic-

tures for release between March 1

and September 1, six of which will

be in color, it was disclosed here
yesterday by Charles M. Reagan, gen-
eral sales manager. There will be
three releases a month with the ex-
ception of May, when there will be
four. In each month there will be
one color film.

With the scheduling of new
releases, the total for the eight
months beginning January will

be brought up to 27, eight of
which will be in color at the
rate of one a month.

"Just This Once," "Love Is Better
Than Ever" and "The Wild North,"
in the new Ansco color, are set for

March.
"Singin' in the Rain," which will

{Continued on page 2)

Coast Producers'

Officers Renamed

Hollywood, March 4.—All officers

of the Association of Motion Picture

Producers, Inc., and the Central Cast-

ing Corp. have been reelected.

The AMPP reelected Eric Johnston
president ; Y. Frank Freeman, chair-

man of the board ; B. B. Kahane and
L. K. Sidney, vice-presidents ; Charles

S. Boren, vice-president in charge of

industrial relations
; James S. Howie,

secretary-treasurer.

Fred S. Meyer was reelected chair-

man of the board of the CCC and
Freeman was renamed president

;

Howard R. Philbrick, vice-president

and general manager and Howie, sec-

retary-treasurer.

SWG Strike Against

ATFP Is Abandoned

Hollywood, March 4.—The strike

action planned against the .Alliance of

Television Film Producers by the
Screen Writers Guild, which was
scheduled for March 17, was abandoned
today when the Alliance and the

Guild, following- a meeting of their

counsels, exchanged telegrams agree-
ing to start contract negotiations be-
tween March 10-15.
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Personal MentionArnall Charges Too
Vague, D. of J. Says
Washington, March 4.—Jus-

tice Department spokesmen
indicated today there is little

likelihood of any action re-

sulting from the recent letter

sent to the Attorney General
by Ellis Arnall, Price Stabil-

izer on leave from the Society
of Independent Motion Pic-

ture Producers.

It was said that Arnall's

charges of widespread ille-

galities in the industry were
too vague to be acted upon
and the Department had de-
cided to oppose United Para-
mount Theatres' request for
a divestiture time extension
before the Arnall letter was
received.

Gulf States Allied
Holds Open Forum
New Orleans^ March 4.—The offi-

cers, directors and members of AUied
Theatre Owners of the Gulf States at

a general open forum here today dis-

cussed the elimination of Federal and
State sales tax, arbitration and the

resolution of the Council of Motion
Picture Organizations condemning the

House's attack on the industry record

in cleaning out the Communists.
The group officially resolved to go

on record objecting to Warner Broth-
ers practice of setting a deadline on
bids for the new Abbot and Costello

film, "Jack and the Beanstalk," before

a screening was held. They urged this

objection be forwarded to the national

president, and that he contact Warner
headquarters.

K-M Allied Meet
(Continued from page 1)

23 states. Col. William McCraw of
Variety Clubs addressed the opening
luncheon. Tlie afternoon session was
devoted to a round-table on drive-in
matters. Among distributors repre-
sentatives attending are Leon Bam-
berger, sales promotion manager of

RKO Pictures, and E. W. Aaron,
20th Century-Fox Western sales man-
ager.

Bamberger outlined for the dele-

gates the plans initiated by pub-
lisher Francis S. Murphy of the Hart-
for, Conn., Times to secure reduced
prices generally for motion picture
advertisements in newspapers. He
discussed also the puzzle contest
which is being considered by a num-
ber of exhibitors for the Council of

Motion Picture Organizations.

Film Cycles
(Continued from page 1)

tories of big important features with
the same name stars playing the im-
portant leads."

Acknowledging that a priority sys-

tem which the Hollywood producers'
organizations might set up could "tip

off" rival producers regarding the

plans of competitors, Dickson is (jf the

1 (pinion nonetheless that "a ]eak-prof>f

system might be developed."

HERBERT J. YATES, Republic
Pictures president, is expected to

arrive here hy plane today from
Europe. He is accompanied by Wil-
liam Saal and Richard Alt-
SCHULEE.

•

Don Prince, RKO Radio Eastern
publicity director, left here last night

for Chicago, accompanied by John
Springer, magazine contact, and Jack
Hamilton, entertainment editor of

Look.
•

MoRT Nathanson, Eastern direc-

tor of ad-publicity for Horizon Pic-

tures, has returned here from a 10-day
tour of Indianapolis, Kansas City,

Memphis, Nashville and Miami.

tribution expenses, and 20 per cent,

or $6,465,200, was retained by dis-

tributors.

The figures for distribution were
approximately similar to those for the

first half of 1950.

The disparity between the respec-

tive percentage increases for exhibi-

tion as compared with distribution is

due to an increase in average admis-
sion prices from 18.3 pence in 1950 to

19.4 pence last year as a result of

imposition of the Eady Tax and an
increase in the admission tax. It is

necessary also to take into considera-

tion the seasonal upturn in business

during the period covered by the ex-

hibition statistics.

Exhibition's net take amounted to

$49,238,000 for the quarter, which
exceeded the previous quarter by ap-

proximately $2,800,000. Of the net

takings, the exhibitors' share rose

from £10,566,000 to £11,315,000.
The Board of Trade made what was

admittedly a tentative, one-week sam-
ple analysis of admission prices

UPT Witnesses
(Continued from page 1)

of whether Paramount Pictures con-
trols Allen B. DuMont Television
Laboratories.

Klaus Landsberg, general manager
of Paramount's Los Angeles television

station KTLA, was on the stand to-

day, and should finish his testimony
early tomorrow. He is the last Para-
mount witness on the current phase.

Immediately after he finishes, UPT
witnesses will take over, discussing
the operation of its Chicago television

station WBKB.
Landsberg's testimony covered

KTLA programming and manage-
ment. He said that as of Dec. 29, the
station had contracted to spend $437,-
791 on some 500 to 600 films, and was
using them at the rate of 25 to 30
features and shorts a week. The
large number was made necessary be-
cause of regular Saturday and Sunday
film shows, he declared.

KTLA is very enthusiastic about
the new television code, Landsberg
said, adding that it would comply 100

ROY DISNEY, president of Walt
Disney Productions, and Card

Walker, studio advertising director,

left here last night for the Coast.
•

Dan S. Terrell, head of M-G-M's
exploitation activities, will leave here

by plane for the Coast today. Arthur
Canton, newly appointed Eastern di-

vision representative under Terrell's

jurisdiction, will leave for the studio

on Saturday.
•

George J. Schaefer is due to re-

turn to New York today from the

Coast, where he spent three weeks.
•

Harold Mirisch, Monogram-Allied
Artists vice-president, will leave Hol-
lywood for New York today.

following the Eady Tax levy and the

entertainment tax increase, which sup-

ports the exhibitors' claim that pa-

trons are drifting to cheaper priced

seats.

The report states that during 1951

there were registered with the Board
of Trade 114 British feature length

films, compared with 123 in 1950. In
this regard, it is important to appre-
ciate that a great proportion of those
films were second features.

Regarding the position of produc-

tion at the end of 1951, the report

notes that the use of studios owned
by the bigger combines was practically

unchanged from the previous year,

whereas there had been a significant

decline during the period in the use

of independent studios. The number
of employes engaged in first feature

production was approximately the

same last year as in 1950, with 3,477

fully employed. A slight improvement
was discernible in advance bookings
of producer-owned studios, the report

revealed.

Charges UPT
{Continued from page 1)

New York Statutory Court by the

Department of Justice, was in support
of the government's opposition to

UPT's bid for an extension of dives-

titure time. Hearings on UPT's re-

quest for another two years to divest

the remaining 198 theatres which , it

must dispose of under terms of the

consent decree will be held here on
Friday.

per cent and as a matter of fact had
actually been abiding by similar pro-
gram standards for a long while. He
outlined for the Commission various
awards received by the station for its

programs.

In another development, UPT,
ABC, Columbia Broadcasting Co. and
Balaban and Katz filed briefs urging
Resnick not to permit DuMont to

cross-examine the remaining witnesses.

They argued DuMont was a party
only on the issue of control and not
on any of the other questions.

Newsreel

Parade
J WIDELY-DIVERSIFIED line-

up of subject matter and fighting
in Korea are current nevusreel high-
lights. Complete contents follow:

MOfVIETONE NEWS, No. 20-Commun-
ist trial. Eisenhower welcomes two new
flags to SHAPE, headquarters. Charles P.
Skouras honored during "Brtoherhood
Week." Movietone News meets Marshal
Tito. Baseball training: N. Y. Yankees,
Boston Red Sox. Santa Anita. New York
track meet.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 254-War pic-

ture darkens over Far East. British battle
desert storm. U. S. submarine makes dive
record. Rio carnival. Eclipse in India. Film
producers honored through Eric Johnston.
New York Yankees. Seals vs. Penguins.
Santa Anita.

PARAMOUNT NEWS-, No. 57~$84,00O in

turf classic. Films for 1951 acclaimed. Rio
carnival. Smbmarine Flying Fish. Sen. Rus-
sell's hat in the ring. Solar eclipse pilgrim-
age. Sports flashes: Yankees in training.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. lOA—Scene
of POW riot in Korea. Gen. Ridgway raps
Korea critics. Dispute over new bullet-proof

vest. Rugged winter in Cape Cod. l,00O,00Oth

CARE package delivered in West Berlin.

Race horses saved from Russians. Japanese
fishermen turn whalers. Rodeo.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 540-Bullet-
proof vest. Eric Johnston accepts awards.
Mining town moved. Orange battle in Italy.

Sports world flashes: Armchair bikes.

Track meet. N. Y. Yankees.

WARNER PATHE, NEWS, No. 59--
Eclipse. Russell a candidate. Fiji troops sail

to fight Malaya Reds. Vincent Massey in-

stalled as Canadian Governor-general. Ma-
rines show new bullet-proof vest. Utah
premiere for "Bugles in the Afternoon."
Flamingo stakes. Baseball training.

M-G-M Releases
(Continued from page 1)

be followed by "Talk About a Strang-
er" and "When in Rome," are the

April releases.

Topping the four May releases will

be "YouHg Man with Ideas," with
"Glory Alley," "The Girl in White"
and "Skirts Ahoy !," Technicolor mu-
sical, scheduled in the three succeed-

ingfi weeks.
In June there will be "Carbine Wil-

liams," followed by "Scaramouche"
(Technicolor) and "Hour of 13."

"Lovely to Look At," Technicolor
musical, will be the initial July re-

lease. "Mr. Congressman" and "Days
Before Lent" will follow in order.

"The Devil Makes Three," "Pat &
Mike" and "Ivanhoe," in Technicolor,
will make up the August trio.

"Quo Vadis" is being given special

handling.

Moon Will Assist
(Continued from page 1)

cent resignation. He had been a
Universal salesman and branch man-
ager in Detroit between 1921 and
1930. In 1930 he organized Coopera-
tive Theatres of Michigan and headed
the organization for many years.

Capital to See *SteeV
Washington, March 4.— Charles

E. Wilson, head of the Office of De-
fense Mobilization, will be host at a

special screening of Universal-Inter-
national's "Steel Town" which has
color by Technicolor, at the Audi-
torium of the Motion Picture Asso-
ciation of America tomorrow night.

British Theatres Gross
(Continued from page 1)
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LOOK MAGAZINE MEDAL FOR

"THE PRODUCER OF THE YEAR"

GOES TO M-G-M's ARTHUR FREED

LOOK MAGAZINE SPECIAL

AWARD GOES TO
M-G-M's GENE KELLY

THE PRODUCER OF THE YEAR
DOES IT AGAIN!

M-G-M's EASTER GOLDMINE

"SINGIN' IN THE RAIN"
TECHNICOLOR MUSICAL TREASURE

Booked for the Easter Holiday clean-up at Radio City

Music Hall and across the nation

!

M-G-M presents "SINGIN' IN THE RAIN" starring Gene Kelly • Donald
O'Connor • Debbie Reynolds • with Jean Hagen • Millard Mitchell • and Cyd
Charisse • Color by Technicolor • Story and Screen Play by Betty Comden and
Adolph Green • Lyrics by Arthur Freed • Music by Nacio Herb Brown • Directed

by Gene Kelly and Stanley Donen • Produced by Arthur Freed • An M-G-M Picture

AND AGAIN!
NOW DELIGHTING AMERICA

"THE BELLE OF NEW YORK"
M-G-M TECHNICOLOR JOY

Amazing! Fred Astaire dances on the edge of New York's

skyscrapers, taps and teeters from sky-high flagpoles ! The

greatest screen novelty in years

!

M-G-M presents 'THE BELLE OF NEW YORK" starring Fred Astaire • Vera-

Ellen • Marjorie Main • with Keenan Wynn • Alice Pearce • Clinton Sundberg

Gale Robbins • Color by Technicolor • Screen Play by Robert O'Brien and

Irving Elinson • Adapted for the Screen by Chester Erskine • From the Play by

Hugh Morton • Music by Harry Warren • Lyrics by Johnny Mercer • Directed

by Charles Walters Produced by Arthur Freed

*
An M-G-M Picture



HERBERT J.

Screen Play ^ BR

A REPUBLIC PICTURE



YATES presents

with

T

CE MANNING W BOB CONSIDINE • Associate Producer-Director JOSEPH KANE
Republic Pictures Corporation— Herbert J. Yates, President
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Dip in Baseball
Business Seen

Aiding Theatre TV
The possibility of theatre telecasts

of major league baseball games,
touched off by the Brooklyn Dodgers
home TV deal with Loew's Theatres
and M-G-AI, was welcomed with re-

serve in TV' quarters here yester-

day.

Circuit executives, while acknowl-
edging the box-office potential of ex-
clusive theatre telecasts of games,
pointed out that most of the major
teams were already committed this

season with TV networks. However,
they felt that organized baseball, like

college football, is faced with the

problem of declining stadia receipts

since the advent of home television.

O'Malley in Florida

In Florida, Dodgers president Wal-
ter F. O'Malley said Loew's Theatres'
sponsorship of Happy Felton's Knot-
hole Gang TV pre-game program was
significant. He explained that this

years' program will be studied to de-

termine whether these groups can co-

ordinate their future plans "to bring
at least a portion of the big games to

theatre TV screens."

The Felton program will be seen

in New York by home TV set own-
ers over WOR-TV prior to each
Dodger home game during the forth-

coming season. The deal was con-

summated by the Donahue & Coe ad-

vertising agency.

Pathe Video
{ Continued from page 1)

Railway Progress, Hells and Mac-
Millen.

It was further disclosed that the

television subsidiary will be operated
in conjunction with Pathe's own lab-

oratory, studio and financing facili-

ties, including Pathe's large process-

ing plant in the East and the Eagle
Lion Studios on the Coast.

Will TV Production
Of Goldwyn Film
Hollywood, March 4.—CBS' Ed-

ward R. Murrow will arrive Monday
to film the step-by-step account of a

big-budget picture production for his

"See It Now" network television show
Sunday, March 16. Samuel Goldwyn's
54,000,000 color in Technicolor pro-

duction "Hans Christian Anderson"
will be covered by Murrow from
Goldwyn's planning desk to the shoot-
ing stages.

Clift Accepts Critics'

Award forParamount
Clk\ll.\xJ), March 4.— .\t a Carter

Hotel luncheon today, attended by 70
industry members, Montgomery Clift

accepted for Paramount Pictures, the

Cleveland Critics Circle trophy for "A
Place in the Sun" as the Ijest picture

of the year.

TV PRODUCERS.-
LAB. SERVICE
Original Reversal Developing

Reversal Work Prints from Positives
Fine Grain Negatives from Original

Reversals

VIDEO FILM LABORATORl'*;
131 W. 23ril ST., N.Y., N.Y. WA 4-6156

Television-Radio
Comment and Opinion

'T''HAT color "war" is on again. CBS showed its color system with

an RCA tri-color tube instead of the spinning disk at the IRE
convention IMonday. It didn't take RCA long to recall that, only a

few^ months ago, CBS attributed "inferior picture cjuality" to the

tube which it turned down when offered by RCA. And for a punch-
line, RCA observes that, tube or not, the CBS system still isn't com-
patible. All of which supports the argument that the NPA ban on
color development is probably a good thing. The industry might as

well agree on a color svstem before it is offered to the public.

i^r i!^ lir
^

As might have been expected. Speaker Rayburn's ban on any kind

of radio, television or film coverage of House committee hearings

has created a furor even though no one questions his legal right to

enforce such a blackout.

Complaints range all the way from the charge of censorship to

questions of Rayburn's political motives. He was reminded more
than once that this is an election year. Two House resolutions were
introduced. Both would amend the rules to put broadcast and tele-

vision coverage up to the individual committees, but there appears

to be little enthusiasm among House members to support such

changes at present.

CBS president Frank Stanton summed up the industry point of

view when he said: "There is no justifiable basis for barring radio

and television from committee hearings which are otherwise open
to the public. Our democratic system of government is founded on
the fullest dissemination of information, and any ruling which
thwarts or impairs this flow of information ... is contrary to our

traditional American principles."

ik -ti

An excellent job of presenting a show on film is being done by

Jack Webb, star and director, and Michael Meskoff, producer of

"Dragnet" over NBC-TV. One hears a lot about the special type

of editing needed to satisfy TV requirements, but many of the films

to be seen give no indication of any such effort. "Dragnet," which
dealt with youthful dope addicts last week, succeeded in putting on
the screen a tense, well-paced show that combined all the advantages
of the motion picture and television. Dialogue was crisp, casting-

very clever and Webb's matter-of-fact narration underlined the doc-

umentary quality. This easily rates among the top crime-thriller

shows on TV.
ik -ik ik

After Sam Levenson's humorous immersion in a studio tank on
"This Is Show Business" the week before last, it was probably not

surprising that this Sunday's show was anti-climactic. This panel

program hasn't been its old self for some time, which may be partly

due to its tired formula. Show business figures could bring some
interesting problems before the panel. Instead, they just come up
to perform and provide bait for Levenson and the sarcastic George
S. Kaufman. The third panel member Sunday was the charming
Bea Lillie, but she wasn't given much of a chance. Clifton Fadiman,
the m-c, has done better by the medium.

'ik ik
Another panel shovi^, and one with much more zest and

originality, is "Songs for Sale" over CBS-TV. The program
is attractively put together and based on an intriguing idea,

even though the panel of five slows things up a bit. Most of

the time they seem singularly agreed on their taste and their

criticisms, if any, appear labored. However, the settings for

the numbers are elaborately conceived and performances uni-
formly good. On a night when the TV picture is surprisingly

bleak, "Songs for Sale" is a bright spot.

V'. M t-f

Paul A. Walker, 71, with the FCC since its formation in 1934,

last week became chairman, taking over from Wayne Coy, resigned.

Robert T. Bartley, executive assistant to his uncle, House Speaker
Sam Rayburn, ha.s been nominated as a Commissioner. The fact

that chairman Walker is particularly interested in telephone company
o])erations may take on added significance when the theatre television

hearings get under way.

ik ik ik

What happened on "\'c)ur .Show of .Shows" Saturday? Beginning
to repeat acts already? . . . The second part of Ed Sullivan's tribute

to Cole Porter was very effective. What a cast! . . . Leo M. Lang-
!oi> jjlamiing to equip Long Island studios to dub foreign films into

English for TV. . . . ABC to broadcast the Academy's "Oscar" pre-

sentations March 20. There will be no television.

Fkeu Hin

NEUVS
iwu Brief ...
The strike of 20th Century-Fox and

Warner home office publicists, sched-
uled to begin yesterday, was post-
poned in consequence of a resumption
in negotiations, a spokesman for the
Screen Publicists Guild (DPOWA,
District No. 65) reported.
The spokesman emphasized, how-

ever, that the strike vote of the units
has not been rescinded. Negotiations
are also being pursued by the DPO-
WA in behalf of Universal, Columbia
and United Artists home office pub-
licists.

•

The Protestant Motion Picture
Council will honor 20th Century-Fox
on March 11 when it will present its

1951 award for the "Picture-of-the-
Year" to Darryl F. Zanuck's "David
and Bathsheba."
The ceremonies will take place at a

luncheon at the Metropolitan Club
during which the award will be pre-
sented to Spyros P. Skouras, 20th-
Fox president, by Dr. Daniel Poling
of the Christian Herald Association.
Skouras will address more than 100
religious leaders attending the lunch-
eon, on the subject, of "Religion and
Motion Pictures."

•

Betty Hutton has been booked for
the Palace Theatre here starting April

The booking is for a minimum of
four weeks with two shows daily, ex-
cept on A/fondays. All seats will be
reserved. Miss Hutton is currently in
Korea entertaining troops.

5 Easter Bookings
(Continued from page 1)

pany says will be backed by adver-
tising, publicity and exploitation on
an unprecedented scale, are : Leo Mc-
Carey's "My Son John," set for the
Capitol

; Perlberg-Seaton's "Anything
Can Happen," scheduled for the
Mayfair; William Wyler's "Carrie,"
tentatively set for the Rivoli ; V/.
Somerset Maugham's "Encore" booked
into the Normandie, and Pine-Thomas'
"Hong Kong," slated for the Globe.
Sam Friedman, theatrical press

agent, and the Lynn Farnol organi-
zation have been retained to work on
promotion for "My Son John," and
Harry Sobol has been assigned to
"Anything Can Happen."

Sherman, 57, Leader
In Theatre Labor
Harry Sherman, prominent in the-

atrical labor circles for 40 years, died
Monday at his home in Forest Hills,
L. I., after a short illness. He was 57.
He is survived by the widow, Ruth,

two daughters, Dorothy and Naomi
Klein, three brothers, Charles, Benja-
min and Isidore, and four grandchil-
dren. Funeral services will be held
at 11:30 A.M. tomorrow, at River-
side Memorial Chapel.

TO BE SURE
OF BEST QUALITY and QUICK SERVICE

MADE -TO- ORDER
TRAILERlS/FILMACK

I

CHICAGO S, ILL. NEW YORK 18, N. Y.
|

I 1327S.WQl)g«h * 630 Ninth AvumJ



DON'T PLAY
RIVER

UNTIL YOU CAN BLOCK OUT
THE SAME PLAYING TIME
AS "THE EGG AND I"

From Moscow, Idaho to Palm Beach, Florida, despite weather, televi-

sion, and income tax time, ^^Bend of the River" is nearing, equalling,

and even bettering the fancy 1947 grosses of ''The Egg and I/' Here

are some cross-section examples:

r
Outgrossing "Egg and i'* in:

Lebanon, Pa Colonial

Bluefield, W. Va Granada
Battle Creek, Mich Regent

Williamsport, Pa Capitol

Ft. Myers, Fla Lee

Mt. Carmel, III American-Uptown
Edmonton, Alberta Rialto

Idaho Falls, Idaho Rio

Twin Falls, Idaho Orpheum
Billings, Mont Fox

Vancouver, B. C Vogue
Portland, Me Civic

Stockton, Calif Esquire

Logan, Utah Capitol

San Jose, Calif California

Burlington, Vt Strong

Ft. Worth, Tex Worth
El Paso, Tex Plaza

Staunton, Va Visulite

Milford, Pa Milford

Lawton, Okia Dome

^emo

Pictured i'."^ bi,
"S Power. ^^^y-

A^jaX:.., League/:^&.^

"Egg and I"

Philadelphia, Pa Goldman
Danville, III Fischer

Ogden, Utah Egyptian

.,,and too many more to list

Universal-International

presents

JAMES STEWART • ARTHUR KENNEDY • JULIA ADAMS • ROCK HUDSON

in "BEND OF THE RIVER" color by TECHNICOLOR with Lori Nelson

Jay C. Flippen • Stepin' Fetchit • Screenpiay'by BORDEN CHASE

Directed by ANTHONY MANN • Produced by AARON ROSENBERG



YOUR
NEXT

ONE

ALWAYS

FROM

CENTURY

THESE

BIG OH£S
ARE GETTING THE

BIG CROWDS:
VIVA ZAPATA!

PHONE CALL from a STRANGER

DECISION BEFORE DAWN
The MODEL and the MARRIAGE BROKER

DAVID AND BATHSHEBA
Technicolor

RED SKIES OF MONTANA
Technicolor

RETURN of the TEXAN

THERE'S NO BUSINESS LIKE 2QiCENTURY-FOX BUSINESS
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Insider

Outlook
By RED KANN

BEHIND Dick Dickson's report

to the TOA board of directors

on film cycles and a way of control-

ling or eliminating them were these

facts, limited to the Los Angeles

area, in the year 1951, because he

knows that stretch of the country

best

:

In March and April, Los Angeles
first-runs played seven Westerns.

In three months there were nine

musicals. In October and Novem-
ber, houses there ran four detective

stories. War pictures hit the deck

—and who knows what else?—at

the rate of one a month for nine

months, except that January had
two and three months had none.

"Message" pictures totaled 10.

and they were spaced about a month
apart.

There also was a Shelley Win-
ters season : ''Behave Yourself in

September, "Place in the Sun" in

November and "Raging Tide" in

December. And a Gregory Peck
season: "Only the Valiant" in

April, "Captain Horatio Horn-
blower" in August and "David and
Bathsheba" in September. Lots of

Jane Wyman, too : "Three Guys
Named Mike" in February, "Here
Comes the Groom" in September
and "The Blue Veil" in November.

While Dickson cautiously held

his findings to his own backyard,
there is nothing exclusive about his

diggings. The situation, of course,

is general throughout the country
although the details vary without
altering the pattern substantially.

We question if there is any film

expert, near or far, who can esti-

mate with a reasonable assurance
what such shortsightedness is cost-

ing the industry each year. That
emboldens us to throw our own
idea into the final lines of this

column

:

It must be in the millions in dol-

lars and anything you want to

figure in boredom, impatience and
annoyance with an industry that

ought to know better. And actually

does.

Set Compo Ad Plans

At Meeting Today

OfMPAACommittee
Two months of planning for the

forthcoming second newspaper adver-
tising campaign of the Council of

Motion Picture Organizations will be
climaxed today at a meeting in the
Hotel St. Moritz here of the adver-
tising-publicity directors committee of
the Motion Picture .Association of
America.

The meeting will receive campaign
recommendations of a sub-committee
which was named to plan layouts and
the general format. At a meeting soon
of the MPAA board, the ad-publicity

directors will submit recommendations
(Continued on page 7)

Mich. Allied Board

Scores 'Red' Report

Detroit, March 4.—Vigorous oppo-
sition to the report of the House Un-
American Activities Committee on
Communism in Hollywood was voiced

by the Allied Theatres of Michigan
board at its meeting here today. Ernest
Condon, executive secretary of the or-

ganization, declared that there was no
evidence at any time of Communist
practices entering into any motion pic-

tures and pointed out that certain in-

dividuals who were identified with

{Continued on page 6)

Johnston Formally
Named by Truman
Washington, March 5. —

President Truman today for-

mally named Motion Picture
Association of America presi-

dent Eric A. Johnston a mem-
ber of the Public Advisory
Board of the Mutual Security
Agency. The Board advises
the Agency on policies for the
U.S. foreign aid prpogram.

WootenAgain Heads

K-M Allied Unit

Kans-^s City, Mo., March 5.—Jay
Wooten was reelected president of the

.\llied Independent Theatre Owners
of Kansas and Missouri at the annual
meeting today.

Beverly Miller was elected vice-

president, Jay Means was reelected

secretary-treasurer and Fred Harpst
was again named general manager.

Charles Potter and Beverly Miller

were elected to three-year terms on
the board for Missouri and Glen
Cooper of Dodge City and Ben Spain-
hour of Greensburg, Kan., were elect-

ed to three-year terms representing

Kansas. Wooten was named national

director of the Kansas-Missouri Allied

unit.

Alany more drive-in operators were
(Continued on page 6)

KC CensorsMayInspectOnly
Questionable Productions
Kansas City, March 5.—The city fathers have under consideration

a proposal to end the screening of every picture for censoring purposes

and replace that practice with a system whereby only questioned films

would have to be inspected and approved by the city's Public Recreation
Division. The proposal to drop the

Asks Divestiture
In Phila. Suit
Philadelphia, March 5. — David

M. Altman, owner of the Rialto Thea-
tre, today filed a $300,000 triple dam-
age anti-trust suit against major dis-

tributors, with the exception of Col-

umbia Pictures, in U. S. District

Court here. The Stanley-Warner cir-

cuit was also named as a defendant.

(Continued on page 4)

expensive reviewing of all films be

fore being shown was disclosed by
Dr. Hayes \. Richardson, director

of the Welfare Department.
Representatives of film distributors

and exhibitors have approved the idea,

it is said, exhibitors feeling that there

is protection for them in having the

city take on the responsibility for

controversial films. Censorship, which
exists under a city ordinance, is in

the hands of Richardson's department.
(Continued on page 7)

B. & K. Video

Outlet Profit

Tops Million

Debt Slashed, FCC Told
At UPT Merger Hearing

Washington, March 5.—WBKB,
the Balaban and Katz television

station in Chicago, made a profit in

1950 for the first time since it

started operation in 1940, the Federal
Communications Commission was told

today.

Elmer C. Upton, B. and K. director

and secretary-treasurer, testified in

the Commission's "catch-all" Para-
mount hearing that the station's 1950

profit was $652,651. The profit in the

first nine months of 1951, he said, was
up to $1,227,100. Chicago TV sets in-

creased during the period from 12 in

1941 to almost 1,000,000 by September,
1951, he declared.

Upton said B. and K. through 1949

had advanced $3,172,800 to the TY
station operation, and that 1950 and
1951 profits had whittled the outstand-

ing debt to $1,618,214 by September,
(Continued on page 7)

Britain Overcoming

Its Dollar Deficit

London^ March 5. — The sterling

area's dollar deficit dropped in Febru-
arv to $65,000,000. the lowest since

last June, from $151,000,000 in Jan-
uary.

Further improvements in Britain's

dollar position are likely as the new
import restrictions become effective.

Seek New Trial in

Scott-Lardner Case

Hollywood, March 5.—Counsel for

RKO Radio and 20th Century-Fox
today filed a motion for a new trial

of the consolidated case in which Fed-
eral Judge Ben Harrison recently

awarded Adrian Scott and Ring Lard-
ner, Jr., amounts they would have
received during the unexpired portion

of their contracts terminated by dis-

charge following failure in 1947 to

cooperate with the House 'Red' probe.

E African Queen' wul raiv
WITH THE YEAR'S BiSJ FILMSI'-c.,...,

^i^^ii^^^^^^^^^i^^iii^^^^^nd with its Bjmm^Money-Mokers . . . thrM UA

HUMPHREY KATHARINE

BOGART • HEPBURN
Produced by S. P. EAGLE

Directed by JOHN HUSTON
Color by TECHNICOLOR
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Personal MentionSEC Reports

Greene Shares
Washington, March 5.—David J.

Greene owned or controlled more than
40,000 shares of RKO Theatres Corp.
common stock when he became a di-

rector in January, he reported to the

Securities and Exchange Commission.
Greene personally owned 26,450

shares, while a trust account he con-
trolled owned 12,300 shares, his wife

owned 3,000 shares and his children

owned 600 shares. A. Louis Oresman
owned 16,500 shares and E. C. Raftery
owned 100 shares when they became
directors, the Commission was told.

The reports were listed in the latest

SEC summary of stock holdings and
trading by officers and directors of

film companies. The summary covers

reports submitted between Jan. 11 and
Feb. 10.

Paramount Pictures president Bar-
ney Balaban reported giving away
1,500 shares of Paramount common,
leaving 28,500 shares. Columbia Pic-

tures president Harry Cohn gave away
988 common shares and acquired 3,079

shares as a stock dividend, boosting

his holdings to 125,278 shares of com-
mon, plus 400 preferred shares.

William B. Hurlbut, director of

Monogram Pictures, sold 600 shares

of Monogram common in three trans-

actions, dropping his holding to 2,429

shares. Trans Lux Corp. director

Herbert E. Herrman bought 1,000

shares of his firm's common, his total

holdings.

'African Queen* in

Four Move-overs
United Artists' "African Queen"

has been given move-overs in St.

Louis. Cleveland, Buffalo and Cincin-

nati, it was disclosed here by William

J, Heineman, UA vice-president in

charge of distribution.

In St. Louis, the S.P. Eagle Hori-
zon-Romulus production switches to

the Orpheum for a third week after

two weeks at Loew's State. In Cleve-

land, it moves into the Ohio Theatre
for its third week following two at

Loew's State. Following its second
week at Loew's Shea in Buffalo, the

John Huston film goes into the Tech
Theatre for a third. In Cincinnati, it

shifts to the Lyric following an initial

stanza at the RKO Palace.

Eidophor Now Due
Here by March 15
Twentieth Century-Fox's Swiss

CB.S Ediphor color theatre television

equipment is now due to arrive in this

country from Zurich on March 15 by
air freight, it was disclosed here yes-

terday by Earl Sponable, 20th-Fox
research director.

Sponable, who said that no specific

date has been set as yet for the dem-
onstration here, expects that it would
be held sometime thi^ month or early

April.

Try Art Film Policy
BosTo.v, March 5.—The American

Theatre Corp. is testing a new policy

in many suburban houses, jilaying art

pictures on Wc/lnesdays.

TAMES MULVEY, president of

Samuel Goldwyn Productions, is

due back in New York from the Coast
at the weekend.

•

Nat Lew, RKO Radio Eastern di-

vision sales manager, became a grand-
father this week when his daughter,

Mrs. George Pager, gave birth to a

daughter at Kew Gardens General
Hospital. The baby was named Dale
Marjorie.

•

John Burrows, president of the

Monogram Studio Club and employed

in the studio's production department,

will be released over the weekend
from Cedars of Lebanon Hospital in

Hollywood, where he has been ill for

the past month.
•

Joseph G. Samartano, who was
Loew's city manager in Baltimore and
previously managed Loew's State in

Providence, has been appointed assist-

ant vice-president of the Columbia
National Bank of Providence.

•

Ben Rose, in New York for con-

ferences on Eternal Film product,

which he will handle in the United
Kingdom and Europe, will return to

London Saturday.
•

Richard Widmark will make a

special radio appearance Sunday for

the United Jewish Appeal in an origi-

nal drama on CBS.
•

Jack H. Levin, head of Levin As-
sociates, national survey and checking

company, returned here from Pitts-

burgh yesterday.
•

Joe Homler, head of M-G-M's still

department at the home office, has re-

turned to his desk after a long illness,

long illness.

•

John Davis, managing director of

the J. Arthur Rank Organization,

London, arrived here last night from
Australia.

•

Jerome J. Cohen, industry insur-

ance specialist, will celebrate his

birthday Saturday.

AMPA Tribute to

Art Men Today
Associated Motion Picture Adver-

tisers will hold a luncheon-meeting
today at the Hotel Piccadilly here in

tribute to the art directors and artists

of film company advertising depart-

ments and advertising agencies for

motion pictures. William Schneider,

vice-president of Donahue and Coe,

and Roy Tillotson, president of the

Art Directors Club of New York, will

be the principal speakers, it was an-

nounced by Harry K. McWilliams,
.AMPA president.

Rank Film Opens Today
"Kisenga, Man of Africa", J. Ar-

thur Rank British-made production,

with color in Technicolor, will open at

New York's Holiday Theatre today.

It is being distributed in this country

by International Releasing Organiza-

tion, Inc.

NT ED E. DEPINET, RKO Pic-
* tures president, who is in Holly-

wood from New York, will vacation

in Phoenix, Ariz., before returning

here at the end of the month.
•

Russell Brody, formerly assistant

manager of the Paramount Theatre
in Newton, Mass., has succeeded
Mario Poto as treasurer of the Met-
ropolitan Theatre in Boston. Poto
was recently named managing direc-

tor of the Newton Paramount.
•

F. J. A. McCarthy, Universal's
Southern and Canadian sales manager,
became a grandfather late last week
when his daughter, Mrs. James
Tracy Ronan, gave birth to a girl

in Salem, Mass.
•

Morton Sunshine, editor of the

Independent Film Journal here, and
Mrs. Sunshine, have announced
the birth of a third son, Stephen, on
Saturday at Nassau Hospital, Long
Island.

•

Jack Hirshberg, publicity repre-
sentative for the William Perlberg-
George Seaton unit at Paramount, has
arrived here from the Coast.

•

Vincent Tripodi, assistant manager
of Loew's Theatre, Dayton, and his

wife announce the birth of a girl,

Cheryl Lynn.
•

Robert Berenson, press book writ-

er for Columbia Pictures, will join

the CBS-TV publicity department on
Monday.

Wilbur Snaper, president of na-

tional Allied, will return here tomor-
row from Kansas City.

•

Renato Gualino, head of Italian

Film Export, is confined to his New
York hotel with a cold.

•

Hyatt Daab, press representative
for David Selznick, is in New York
from the Coast.

•

Jules Levey returned here from
Florida yesterday.

2 Theatre Veterans
Die in Chicago
Chicago, March 5.—Two veterans

from show business in Chicago, Jack
Stern of the Park Manor theatre and
Charles T. McBreen, 64, stage -door

man at the Chicago theatre, passed
away here in the last few days. Stern
is survived by two sisters and by
three brothers, Charles, Henry and
Joseph, who operate theatres here.

McBreen leaves the widow Mary, a
daughter and a son Charles, who is

secretary to John Balaban, and eight
grand children.

Correction
Claude Binyon directed Paramount's

"Aaron Slick from Pumpkin Crick,"
not Arthur Jacobson, as reported in

Motion Picture Daily's review.
Jacobson was assistant to producers
William Perlberg and George Seaton.

M. Elliman of

Ireland Dies
Dublin, March 5 (By Cable).—

Funeral services were held for Mau-
rice Elliman, vice-chairman of Odeon
Theatres of Ireland, Ltd., and "father
of the film trade" here, who died Sun-
day night.

The Lord Mayor of Dublin, a per-

sonal representative of President Sean
T. O'Kelly of Ireland, other civic dig-

nitaries and representatives of the

Irish film trade were at the funeral.

Elliman came to Dublin from Riga,

Latvia in the 1900's at the age of 16

as a member of a travelling show. He
remained to become one of the first

to bring motion pictures to this coun-

try. In 1910 he opened one of the first

Dublin film theatres, which later be-

came part of the circuit known as

Dublin Cinematograph Co. In 1939,

Elliman acquired five first-runs in

Dublin, others in Cork and Limerick,

and in 1946 he and his companies be-

came associated with the J. Arthur

Rank Organization under the title

Odeon of Ireland, Ltd.

NY Censors to Get
Brief on 'Latuko'
A brief arguing against any revi-

sions in "Latuko" is being prepared

here by the American Museum of

Natural History, sponsors of the Afri-

can documentary, for submission to the

Motion Picture Division of the State

Board of Education of New York, the

censoring agency in the state, it was
learned here yesterday.

Wayne Faune, assistant director of

the Museum, said the brief would be

submitted in Albany tomorrow. The
state censor board has asked for cer-

tain revisions in the film, being dis-

tributed theatrically by Producers

Representatives, Inc., before its re-

lease in New York State. Objections

center around the nudity of natives

depicted in the film.

9% of E, K, Sales
To M. P. Industry
Rochester, March 5.—Professional

motion pictures film sales represented

nine per cent of all of Eastman, Ko-
dak's business during 1951, it was dis-

closed in an annual report by Perley

S. Wilcox, chairman, and Thomas J.

Hargrave, president of the company.
The report for the year listed a net

sales of $542,284,510, 18^ per cent

over last year, and the largest in the

company's history. Sales in 1950 were
$457,778,775. However, net earnings

declined 21%, to $49,025,906, from
$61,858,957, due to higher taxes which
in 1951 were 37 per cent over 1950.

Crandall Services
Hollywood, March 5. — Services

will be held here Friday morning at

Edwards Brothers Chapel for Clyde
Wellington Crandall, 69, who died

yesterday following a brief illness.

The veteran showman, who had been
secretary-treasurer of Preferred Thea-
tres Corp. for the past 25 years, is

survived by the widow, a son, two
brothers and three grandchildren.
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$l,050,000Smt

Filed in Kansas
Reviews
"Steel Town"
( Universal-International)

A ROMANTIC TRIANGLE is projected against the muscular back-
•'^ ground of steel-making in "Steel Town." The picture is a brisk,

engrossing affair, with box-oftice qualities enhanced with color by Technicolor.
Considerable footage was shot at the Kaiser Steel Mills in Fontana, Cal.,

thus endowing the picture with an interesting documentary flavor. Enjoying
the leads in this Leonard Goldstein production are Ann Sheridan, John Lund
and Howard Duff. It is a mixture of popular ingredients that should easily

please the general patron.

Lund plays the cocky nephew of the head of the steel mill. Setting out to

learn the business from the ground up he forthwith alienates co-workers on
the blast furnace crew, and among them is Duff, boy friend of Miss Sheridan.
To further widen the breach, Lund makes a play for Miss Sheridan.
The screenplay, by Gerald Drayson Adams and Lou Breslow, develops

along conventional lines with conflicts and tensions being built up gradually.

One day on the job Miss Sheridan's father, William Harrigan, has a heart
attack and Lund springs to his aid. In the meantime the furnace is left un-
attended and blame is wrongfully placed on Lund. Furthermore, he is held

accountable when his crew loses the production sweepstakes.
Lund finally proves his real character when he again rescues Miss Sheri-

dan's father after he falls into a huge container about to receive molten
steel. The heroic act wins him the respect of his co-workers as well as the

love of Miss Sheridan. All ends on a note of hope and happiness.

George Sherman directed.

Rumiing time, 85^ minutes. General audience classification. March release.

Mandel Herbstman

Rose of Cimarron
(A Iperson—2Qth Century-Fox )

A REPRESENTATIVE of the so-called weaker sex holds up the Western
tradition in "Rose of Cimarron." Mala Powers plays a wild, dashing

young lady who sets out to avenge the murder of her Cherokee parents by a

group of bandits headed by Bill Williams. Miss Powers is actually a white

girl but as an infant she was adopted by the Cherokee family following the

killing of her parents by marauding Commanches.
An Edward L. Alperson production released through 20th Century-Fox,

the picture is conventional in style but has the benfit of color in Natural
Color and some rousing action scenes.

On the trail of the murderers. Miss Powers seeks the aid of the town
marshal. Jack Beutel, and a romance eventually develops between the pair.

As the screenplay by Maurice Geraghty proceeds there is the usual gunplay,

hard riding and intrigue. Miss Powers kills two of the outlaws and is arrested

for murder. In the meantime, Williams, in the guise of a friend, helps her
to escape so that he may finish her off in his own way.
Harry Keller's direction has very little lag in action. The finale sees the

marshal in full pursuit of the villain with the latter plunging to his doom
over a cliff. An Alco production, it should keep the fans satisfied.

Running time, 72 minutes. General audience classification. For April
release. M. Herbstman

Kansas City, Kan., March 5.—

A

triple damage anti-trust suit seeking

$1,050,000 was filed here in U. S. Dis-

trict Court by W. D. Fulton, owner
of the Avenue Theatre, against major
distributors.

In his petition, Fulton claims to

have lost $50,000 in profits, assets and
goodwill since becoming owner in

1946 due to what he said was the un-

fair preference given to theatres in

Kansas City, Mo.
The following were named defend-

ants : Loew's, Paramount Film Dis-

tributing Corp., Paramount Pictures,

RKO Radio Pictures, Inc., RKO
Pictures Corp., Warner Brothers,

United Artists, and Columbia Pic-

tures.

Philadelphia Suit
(Continued from page 1)

Altman requested in addition to the
- damages, that Warner be compelled
to divest completely any property in-

.terests in the three theatres they now
'own, control or operate in the Ger-
mantown area, the Sedgwick, Colonial

and Orpheum. The disvestiture re-

quest is believed to be the first civil

case in this area in which specific

theatres were named to be divested.

Cites Decree

Citing the decree in the Paramount
case, Altman charged that the defend-
ants had conspired to prevent his

^ialto theatre from receiving major
films for as long as 30 to 45 days from
the date of exhibition in Germantown
key-runs operated by Warner, in vio-

lation of the clearance provisions in

the industry decree. He asked an in-

junction against the defendants to

compel them to license films to the

Rialto on a key-run basis, in addition

to the monetary damages of $100,000,

trebled, alleged to have been suffered

by the Rialto when it was forced to

play product late. The plaintiff's coun-

sel is Alfred M. Klein.

Gosch Suit Settled
Hollywood, March 5.—The $1,000,-

000 libel suit filed by theatrical pro-

ducer Martin Gosch charging that

Mrs. Lela Rogers damaged Emmett
Lavery's play, "Gentlemen from Ath-
ens," which he was to produce on a

radio broadcast four years ago, was
settled out of court for an undisclosed

amount. Lavery recently won a par-

allel suit.

May License N.Y. Agents
Albany, N. Y., March 5.—A bill

has been introduced by Assemblyman
Elija'h Crump, New York City,

amending the general business law to

provide for the licensing by the De-
partment of State of managers and
agents for actors and artists in mo-
tion pictures, television, radio, legiti-

mate stage and other amusement en-
terprises.

O'Driscoll to PSI
Francis A. O'Driscoll has been ap-

pointed to the sales staff of Prockter
Syndications International, Inc., it

was announced here by Andrew Jae-
ger, vice president and general man-
ager. Formerly with Harry S. Good-
man, Inc., and Louis G. Cowan, Inc.

Radio and TV Productions, O'Dris-
coll will cover the East Coast for PSI.

Josephy on Tour for

UA's 'Captive City'
Alvin Josephy, Jr., Time magazine

editor whose story of a newsman's
efforts to rid a city of a national

crime syndicate is told in "The Cap-
tive City," launches a national tour

on April 8 in behalf of the forthcom-
ing United Artists release in which
Sen. Estes Kefauver appears, it was
announced today by Francis M. Wini-
kus, UA national director of adver-

tising, publicity and exploitation.

Josephy, a nationally-known crime
reporter, will meet exhibitors, news-
papermen, radio and TV programmers
and key civic and community officials

in most major UA exchange cities.

British Color Films Up
The present upsurge of color pro-

duction in Hollywood is being paral-

leled in England with British film

studios carrying their heaviest color

schedules in years. The J. Arthur
Rank Organization is the greatest

user of color with five films in various

stages of completion.

Screen Rights to RKO
RKO Radio has acquired screen

rights to "I Capture the Castle," no-
vel by Dodie Smith, and assigned this

romantic drama to an important place

on the 1952 jiroduction schedule.

'Life' Spread for
Col. UPA Cartoon
Life magazine hits the stands today

with a four-page color spread on
"Rooty Toot Toot," Columbia's seven
minute UPA color in Technicolor
cartoon.

This makes the second time in 14
months Columbia has captured a Life
spread with one of its UPA cartoon
shorts. A year ago January it was
"Gerald McBoing Boing," which went
on to win an "Oscar." "Rooty Toot
Toot," based on the folk song "Frank-
ie and Johnnie" and done in ballet

form, has been nominated in this

year's Academy Award competition.

New Orleans Leads in

Ned Depinet Drive
The New Orleans exchange holds

the lead at the close of the 10th week
of the Ned Depinet 1952 Drive, Ro-
bert Mochrie, RKO Radio vice-presi-

dent and general sales manager, has
announced. This is the third succes-
sive week that the 1950 winners have
held top place.

Second position goes to Sioux Falls,

with Omaha third and Boston fourth.
This is the first time this year that
Boston has been in one of the top po-
sitions. In Canada, Montreal leads,

trailed by Winnipeg.

89 'Vadis 'Bids

Set for March
M-G-M has lined up 89 engage-

ments of "Quo Vadis" for March, this

number to be supplemented daily by
bids approved by the home office, it

was revealed by the company. Up un-
til March 1, there had been 76 open-
ings of the picture, the bulk of which
are still current, several being in their

third and fourth months. The com-
bined figures show that 165 openings
have either been held or scheduled
through March.
For the week of March 7, there are

now scheduled 18 premieres in as
many cities ; for the week of March
14, 25 openings are set ; for the week
of March 21 the total is 35, and for
the week of March 28, 11 are slated

to open. M-G-M estimates that there
will be more than 100 openings this

month.

Doob, Emerling, Dowden
Map 'Vadis' Send-ofif

Preparing for "the biggest concen-
trated promotional campaign that ever
launched a motion picture" in Loew's
neighborhoods here, Oscar Doob,
Ernie Emerling and Eddie Dowden of
Loew's executive staff, are holding
daily meetings this week with division
managers and managers of the New
York circuit on "Quo Vadis," open-
ings.

Wayne and Fellows
In Deal with W,B.
Hollywood, March 5.—Consumma-

tion of a deal under the terms of
which Warner Brothers will release
the John Wayne starring vehicle, "Jim
McLain," was announced here today
by Jack L. Warner, WB executive
producer. Wayne will produce "Jim
McLain" in association with Robert
Fellows, the first in a series to be
produced by the two for Warners.
The new deal is in addition to Wayne's
earlier contract with Warners for one
picture a year.

New Adamson Drive-in
Portland, Ore.—March 5.—Adam-

son Theatre Co. will shortly start

work on its second drive-in theatre
near Vancouver, Wash. It will have
a 500-car capacity. The circuit oper-
ates the Broadway, Mission and State
and also the Renfro drive-in in Van-
couver. These are in addition to sev-
eral theatres in Oregon.

New Canadian Holiday
Toronto, March 5.—Canada's the-

atres will have the benefit of another
legal holidav, the federal government
having formally established the birth-

day of Queen Elizabeth II on April 21
as a statutory holiday. The birthday
of the late King George VI fell in

December but was semi-ofificially ob-
served in June.

Ohio Town Repeals Tax
BucYRUs, O., March 5.—The City

Council has repealed the local three
per cent admission tax, in effect since

October, 1947. The measure had for

some time been strenuously opposed
by theatre, church and school.

The copper shortage is critical. SAVE
YOUR COPPER DRIPPINGS.



Forecast For Next Year's

Top Pictures!

"Singin' In The Rain" (Tech.)

"The Wild North" (New Ansco Color)

'The Belle of New York" (Tech.)

"Skirts Ahoy!" W.;
"Scaramouche" (Tech.)

"Ivanhoe" (Tech.)

"Lovely To Look At" (Tech.)

"Carbine Williams"

"The Merry Widow" (Tech.)

"Because You're Mine" (Tech.)

"One Piece Bathing Suit" (Tech.)

TOPS ALL
COMPANIES!
M-G-M: 3 OUT OF 10

\ BEST PICTURES OF
THE YEAR! MORE
THAN ANY COMPANY

!

One award after another and now the

nation's press and radio honor M-G-M
in Film Daily survey, selecting:

'QUO NAmS'' (Tech.)

' AN AMERICAN IN PARIS 'rr..^;

' THE GREAT CARUSO '

TRULY THE MOST
HONORED COMPANY!
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Golden Reports US
Films Lose Ground

Washington, March 5. — German
product is cutting into the market for

U.S. films in Luxembourg, Commerce
Department fihn chief Nathan D.
Golden reports.

In the immediate post-war 3'ears,

U.S. films accounted for about 80 to

90 per cent of 300 to 400 features re-

quired in the country annually. Golden
said. At present, U.S. features account
for only aliout 38 per cent, with Ger-
man and Austrian films moving- in, he
declared.

Popularity of German films was
said to hi due in part to the fact that

"U.S. films are more expensive and
sales conditions are relatively unfa-
vorable." Golden said that U.S. dis-

tributors not only ask higher prices

for films but "often insist that U.S.
films be accepted in blocks made up
of a mixture of good and average
films." Another reason given for the
advance of German and Austrian films

is familiarity in Luxembourg with the
languages.

Hudson Resigns Post
Detroit, March 5.—Earl J. Hud-

son, president of United Detroit Thea-
tres, has resigned as chief barker of
the Detroit Variety Club. Adolph
Goldberg of Community Theatres will
replace him in the post. Hudson re-

signed because of the many other
charitable activities to which he de-
votes much of his time. He is also
vice-president of the Cerebral Palsy
Fund.

Review
Never Take No for An Answer

(Soinviiic Selective Pictures)

A BEGUILING youngster named Vittorio Manunta turns in a first-rate

performance as a war orphan of the Italian town of Assisi who demon-
strates that faith and perseverance can circumvent any obstacle in the path
toward a desired goal. The goal set up for the eight-year-old lad in ihis

story by Paul Gallico, which a British company headed by Anthony Havelock-
Allen produced in Italy with a British, American and Italian cast, is an
audience with the Pope in the Vatican. Steeped in religious faith and the

kind of courage that grows out of it, "Never Take No for An Answer" is

at the same time a story of affection—the afTection the boy holds for a donkey,
his partner in the business of transporting bundles and the handling of other

odd jobs, by which they earn a meager livelihood.

When Vittorio's donkey falls ill, tiie lad seeks to take the animal into the

tomb of St. Francis of Assisi in the belief that it will be made well through
the Saint's intercession. A wall would have to be broken down to admit the

animal, and the local priests bar this notwithstanding their love of the boy
and their admiration for his display of faith. Vittorio then decides to go to

the "top"—to the Pope himself—to secure permission to have the wall re-

moved. Of course, in Rome the Vatican guards bar his entry. But he does
get to visit the Pope who gives him a letter which grants the necessary per-

mission. Accident plays a large part in bringing about the audience with

the Holy Father, but no greater part than Vittorio's perseverance.

The Vatican episode provides the camera with many accepted opportunities

to dwell upon interior and exterior architecture of the edifice, statuary and
various other works of religious art. It is to be regretted that this part of

the film was not made in color, although the camerawork is by no means
wanting in other respects. The photography of Robert Day is remarkably
rewarding too when it focuses on life in and around Assisi. Basically, this

is a picture for so-called "art houses," although, by virtue of its all-English

sound-track, it could meet with good audience reception at certain regular

theatres, particularly neighborhood houses.

Maurice Cloche and Ralph Smart directed, from a screenplay by Paul and
Pauline Gallico. The large cast includes Denis O'Dea, Guido Celano, Nerio
Bernardi, Harry Weedon, Edward Hitchcock and Frank Coulson.

Running time, 82 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

not set.

Charles L. Franke

The need for copper scrap is urgent,

SAVE THOSE COPPER DRIPPINGS.

TODAY

AMPA
SALUTE to ART DIRECTORS and

Advertising ARTISTS of the Motion

Picture Industry.

SPEAKERS
• WILLIAM SCHNEIDER, Pres. Society of

Illustrators and creative director of art

and copy, Donahue & Coe.

• ROY TILLOTSON, Pres. of Art Directors
Club of N. Y. and Art Director, Union
Carbide and Carbon Co.

Master of Ceremonies, VINCENT TROTTA
GEORGIAN ROOM . HOTEL PICCADILLY

227 W. 45th St. Luncheon 12:30 P.M.-

Come Early for

SPECIAL ART EXHIBITION
created by artists—both professional
and amateur of our industry.

Ohio Exhibitor Unit
Asks Apr, Star Tours
CoLUMBu.s, O., March 5. — Robert

Wile, secretary of the Independent
Theatre Owners of Ohio, has applied
for "Movietime U.S.A." star tours for
the Cleveland exchange area during
the week of April 13 and the Cincin-
nati area for the week of April 27.

$74,000 for 'Snow White'
Boston, March 5.—The third and

final week of the re-release engage-
ment of Walt Disney's "Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs" closed last night
at the RKO Memorial Theatre with
a gross of $17,000. The first week's
gross was $31,000, and the second
week's was $26,000, for a three weeks'
total of $74,000.

Mich. Allied

RKO House Record
Cincinnati, March 5.—With "Pur-

ple Heart Diary" on the screen, and
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis head-
ing a stage show, the RKO Albee
here grossed $52,000 for a three-day
period at a $1.50 scale throughout the
engagement, breaking an all-time rec-
ord for any theatre in this territory.

$3,206 'Retreat' Gross
St. Loi'i.s, March 5.—Biggest open-

ing business in three months was re-

corded by "Retreat, Hell !", a United
States Pictures production for Warner
Brothers, at the Fox Theatre here.
The film did $3,206 on the opening
day.

$16,000 for 'Dreams'
Toronto, March 5.—Warner Broth-

ers' "I'll See You in My Dreams,"
wliich opened big Saturday at Shea's
Theatre, is expected to do a robust
$16,000 for its initial week.

(Continued from page 1)

Communistic activity were discharged
immediately.
A complete report on the New York

meeting of the Council of Motion Pic-
ture Organizations was presented by
Allen Johnson, Allied national repre-
sentative.

J. J. Lee of 20th-Fox

The board meeting was attended by
distribution representatives and ex-
change managers. J. J. Lee of 20th-
Fox said his exchange would support
any constructive program which mem-
bers of Allied encouraged and pro-
duced. Frank Downey of M-G-M
promised Allied his company would
extend all aid needed to carry the
COMPO message to all of its mem-
bers in Michigan. Maurice Simon,
Paramount exchange manager, pledged
the aid of Paramount in any construc-
tive plan for advancement of motion
picture industry activities.

Conlon gave a report on the efforts

of Ann Arbor officials to amend the
city charter to grant aldermen of the
city power to impose an excise tax on
film and other entertainment admis-
sions. Conlon said Allied is vigorously
opposing the proposal which will go
on the ballot April 7.

Commented on Rate Hike

Conlon, commenting on the film

truck service rate hike said he anti-

cipated that soon exhibitors would be
in a position to enjoy the facilities of

another trucking firm distributing film

in certain Michigan districts.

Nothing on the suit filed by Allied

against film truckers has been reported

but it is presumed that the Michigan
Public Service Commission would set

a time and place for a hearing in the

very near future.

The next board of directors meet-
ing was called for April 2.

Wooten Again Head
(Continued from page 1)

able to reach the city today when
highways had become passable after

the snow storm and attendance was
greatly augmented.

Technical matters in maintaining

drive-ins, including surfaces, weed
control, mcome tax reports, insurance,

were discussed.

Ben Marcus, treasurer of National

Allied spoke, urging that buying rou-

tines be somehow so changed that

exhibitors may not spend most of

their time and energy buying, but can
devote that to the seriously needed job

of exploiting what they buy. Net
profits mean more than cost, he said,

and exploitation must win the profits.

Concessions were thoroughly dis-

cussed by several speakers.

Aid Red Cross Drive
Sigmund Gottlober, executive secre-

tary of the Foreign Language Press
Film Critics Circle and chairman of

the foreign language press division of

New York City's current Red Cross
fund drive has formed a special com-
mittee to assist with the drive. Critic

members of the commitee are : W.
Borzecki of the Polish World; F.

Cantelmo of // Progresso ; Andrew J.

Valuchek of Nezo Yorksky Dennik
and Dr. Jay Wu of the China Trib-
une.

The need for copper scrap is urgent

SAVE THOSE COPPER DRIPPINGS.



Thursday, March 6, 1952 MOTION PICTURE DAILY

Change in COMPO
Board Recorded

andK, Video OutletPro fit

{Continued from page 1)

ComDO Plans
(Continued from page 1)

Albany, N. Y., March 5. — The
Council of Motion Picture Organiza-

tions has recorded with the Secretary

of State a certificate showing it had

changed the number of directors from

not less than 10 and not more than 24

to not less than 20 and not more than

75.

An affidavit by Arthur L. Mayer,

executive vice-president, and Sidney

Schreiber, secretary, sets forth that

they had been authorized to execute

and file the certificate for the change

by the concurring vote of the majority

of members of the organization pres-

ent at the meeting held in the Beverly

Hills Hotel, Beverly Hills, Cal., on

July 23, 1951. This was the change

authorized in the COMPO by-laws.

Para. Publicists Pact
Awaits New Grading

s

Signing of a new agreement on

wage increases for Paramount home
office publicists is awaiting settlement

of new job classifications for such

employes in the foreign department, it

was indicated here. lATSE Motion
Picture Home Office Employes Local

No. H-63 negotiators and company
officials are meeting daily to work out

this phase of the impending contract.

H-63, meanwhile, is reported to be

close to a contract with RKO Serv-

ice Corp. which would give the cir-

cuit's home office "white collar"

workers a $10 to $13 pay hike.

Stoddard, Govan in

New Circuit Posts
Boston, March 5.—Chester Stod-

dard will relinquish the duties of head

film buyer and booker for New Eng-
land Theatres Corp. and Jerry Govan
will take over that post while Stod-

dard will operate New England's the-

atres in the North Shore area of

Massachusetts. Govan's assistants will

be William Romanoff and George
Moffit.

Rose Named Chicago
Tent Doughguy
Chicago, March 5.—Jack Rose of

the Amanta and Rose theatre circuit

has been elected doughguy of the

Variety Club of Illinois, replacing Ted
Reisch, who leaves this week to take

over as branch manager of the Uni-
versal-International San Francisco ex-

change. At the same time, Irwin

Joseph was appointed chairman of the

annual Variety Club golf tournament.

SAG-ATFP Meet Set
Hollywood, March 5.—Screen Act-

ors Guild's invitation to the Alliance
of Television Film Producers to dis-

cuss wages and conditions for tele-

vision has been accepted, with the
initial meeting between representatives
of the two organizations scheduled
for March 17.

Stage Shows at Warner
The Warner Theatre here plans to

resume stage shows with its regular
film fare beginning April 7 witli the
opening of "Jack and tlic Beanstalk,"
starring Bud Abbott and I.ou Cos-
tello.

1951. This amount will be repaid, he

declared, if the proposed merger be-

tween United Paramount Theatres and

American Broadcasting Co. should fall

through and WBKB not be sold to

CBS. If the station is sold for the

$6,000,000 agreed-on price, the still

outstanding debt would not be repaid,

he said.

Part of the merger deal envisages

the sale of WBKB to CBS, since

ABC owns a Chicago TV station

which the merged company would

keep and since a firm cannot own two

stations in the same city.

Goldberg Testified

Arthur A. Goldberg, B. and K.

counsel and vice-president, testified on

the Chicago exhibition situation, with

special reference to the situation fol-

lowing the Jackson Park decision. He
said B. and K. was named in 70 of

531 anti-trust suits brought against

Paramount Pictures, and that most of

those in which it was named came

after the jury verdict in the Jackson
Park case. He told FCC hearing ex-

aminer Leo Resnick that B. and K.
lad stopped by 1946 all of the trade

practices enjoined by the Supreme
Court in 1948, and had actually given

some up as early as 1940 and 1941.

Last Paramount Witness

The last Paramount Pictures wit-

ness, Klaus Landsberg, general man-
ager of Los Angeles TV station

KTLA, wound up his testimony this

morning. FCC counsel Frederick Ford

then asked that John Hertz and other

Paramount Pictures directors be re-

quired to appear for questioning on

their background and fitness to be

licensees. Paramount counsel Paul

Porter objected, declaring he did not

see how their appearance on the stand

would add anything to the hearings.

As a compromise, he promised to sub-

mit interrogatories to the directors

and make the results available as part

of the record of the FCC proceedings.

for final approval. MPAA companies

have indicated they will spend $300,-

COO on the campaign.
Each company will sponsor special

COMPO advertisements in daily

newspapers across the country during

a particular month. Paramount is ex-

pected to be the lead-oflf company,
with its advertisements to run this

month. 20th Century-Fox was said to

be desirous of sponsoring the ads dur-

ing April.

The advertisements, according to

the blueprint drawn up by the MPAA
sub-committee, will stress new pro-

duct. Adoption of this emphasis was
based on the theory that the industry

as an institution could best be pro-

moted by highlighting its productions.

N.Y. BOT Names Furst
Nat Furst of Monogram was elected

treasurer of the New York Film
Board of Trade at a membership
meeting held here yesterday. He suc-

ceeds Jack Safer, resigned.

Memphis Enlarges
Film Censor Board
Memphis, Alarch 5.—The city to-

day enlarged its board of film censors

from three to five.

New members named by Mayor
Overton are Mrs. St. Elmo Newton,

Sr., and Mrs. Walter L. Gray. The
censor board's three present members
are Lloyd T. Binford, chairman,

Avery Blakeney, secretary, and Mrs.

Sid Law. .\uthority to increase the

board from three to five was voted

by the Tennessee state legislature in

1951. Under a separate state law, also

passed in 1951, Memphis censors now
have jurisdiction over all of Shelby

County.

K. C. Censors
(Continued from page 1

)

A distributor who had any doubts

about a film could ask for a review,

as could any civic group, or the city.

This method, it is believed, would

keep out questionable films that might

creep in with no municipal control,

and would give civic, patriotic, or re-

ligious groups a right to ask for con-

trol of any picture they might deem
questionable.

Chi. Amusement Tax
Collections Down
Chicago, March 5. — February's

three per cent city amusement ta.x col-

lections from theatres (January re-

ceipts) were down 11 per cent from

the corresponding period last vear,

dropping from $98,000 to $87,000. This

year's collections are being made from
91 fewer theatres than at the start of

1951, according to the city collector.

Autry Tour Record
Hollywood. March 5.—Gene Autry

has returned here from Miami after

completing a 36-day tour of one night

stands throughout the Middlevvest.

East and Soutli during wliich he is

said to have grossed $444,782 and
amassed a 243,844 attendance figure,

described as an all-time liigh for the

five years Autry has been touring one-

nighters.

Lasky Cites Producers
Jesse L. Lasky, representing the

Screen Producers Guild, paid tribute

to Cecil B. De Mille and Samuel
Goldwyn at the third session of the

course, "The Motion Picture as A
Educational Potential in School and
Community," joint cooperative effort

of the New York Board of Education
and the Organization of the Motion
Picture Industry held here at the

High School of Performing Arts.

Charles Palmer discussed writing.

Halpern to Europe
Ben Halpern. Paramount Pictures

newspaper feature writer, will leave

his post tomorrow to embark on a

six-month tour of Europe with his

wife.

Senate Confirms Bartley
Washington, March 5.—The Sen-

ate has confirmed Robert T. Bartley

as a member of the Federal Communi-
cations Commission. His term runs

through June 30, 1958.

1

Oi^'y ^^^P^'ints left
j

for Columbia's

i

250-theatre

1

premiere of

The Stanley Kramer Company Production /

L^j^^^CONVICTS"

' t jrvSf^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ 60,000,000 people are

^M^tP*^^ sold by the national ad campaign!

Tlie need for copper scrap is urgent.
SAVE THOSE COPPER DRIPPINGS.
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AMONG 1952's BEST PERFORMING ADVENTURE PICTURES.

BECAUSE IT'S SIZZLING WITH HEADLINE-TIMELINESS

AND BECAUSE IT'S GETTING EXCEPTIONAL BOXOFFICE

RESULTS, REACH FOR YOUR DATE-BOOK AND CALL

PARAMOUNT f

Pk-Mgy HONG KONG
J^^r^WKI^>x£m TECHNICOLOR
^ * F ^^^^MmM starring

RONALD RHONDA

REAGAN FLEMING
with Nigel Bruce • Marvin Miller • Lowell

Gilmore • and Danny Chang as "Wei Lin"

Directed by Lewis R. Foster • Written

for the Screen by Winston Miller

Based on a story by Lewis R.

Foster • Produced by

William H. Pine and
William C. Thomas



VOL. 71. NO. 46

MOTION PICTURE

DAILY
NEW YORK, U.S.A., FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 1952 TEN CENTS

Fabian Heads

Arbitration

Unit of TOA
17-Member Group Named
For Industry Talks

A 17-niember Theatre Owners of
America arbitration committee with
S. H. Fabian of New York as
chairman was named vesterdav bv
Mitchell \\o\\- ' '

'

son, TOA pres-

ident, to parti-

cipate in the

expected nego-
tiations looking
to the establish-

ment of an in-

dustry arbitra-

tion svstem.

"The T O A
arbitration com-
mittee may ap-

pear to be a

large one,"

Wolfson said,
"but I wanted
it to be repre-

sentative of all areas of thinking and

{Continued on page 5)

S. H. Fabian

11% Wage Hike for

RKO's 'Collarites'

A general wage increase averaging
11 per cent and retroactive pay total-

ing approximately $17,500 have been
won by lATSE Motion Picture Home
Office Employes I,ocal Xo. H-63 for

the 160 "white collar" workers at

RKO Service Corp. here.

Russell M. Moss, H-63 executive

vice-president, announced the agree-

ment yesterday, and disclosed at the

same time that a $4 weekly wage raise

deal has been closed with 20th Cen-
(Continued on page 5)

Film Clinic Closes

K-M Allied Meet

Kansas City, March 6.—The na-
tional drive-in theatre owners confer-

ence and exhibition, and the annual
meeting of Independent Allied Theatre
Owners of Kansas and Missouri
' losed today with a film buying clinic

' onducted by O. F. Sullivan.

A panel answering c|uesti<jns con-
-i>ted of Wilbur Snaper, president of

national Allied, on caravan ; Abram
F. Myers, general counsel, and Fred

{Continued on page 5)

Brandt Heads Compo
Contest Group
A s i X - m a n committee,

headed by Harry Brandt, has
been appointed to judge box-
ofifice promotion contest plans
submitted to the Council of
Motion Picture Organiza-
t i o n s , Arthur L. Mayer,
COMPO executive vice-presi-
dent, disclosed here.
Others on the committee

are Oscar A. Doob, Manny
Frisch, Lauritz Garman of
Baltimore, Edward Hyman
and Ralph Trathen of Salt
Lake City.

Compo's Second Ad
Drive Set for April

The Council of ^lotion Picture Or-
ganizations' second $300,000 nation-
wide newspaper advertising campaign
will begin next month when the first

copy—sponsored by either 20th Cen-
tury-Fox or Paramount—will appear
in the larger daily newspapers, it

was reported yesterday following a

meeting at the St. Moritz Hotel here
of the advertising-publicity directors

commitee of the Motion Picture As-
sociation of America.
During the next two weeks the

(Continued on page 5)

Proposes Industry

Ad Contests to

HighlightArt Work

A dual proposal to conduct industry

advertising contests in the trade

press and within each individual com-
pany, highlighting art ad copy, was
made here yesterday by William
Schneider, president of the Society of

Illustrators and vice-president and
creative director of art and copy of

Donahue & Coe, Inc.

Addressing a luncheon-meeting of

the Associated Motion Picture Ad-
vertisers, Inc., Schneider saw the twin
proposals aiding the industry's recog-
nition of the artist and promoting
competition which would sharpen the

box-office impact of ads.

The co-featured speaker, Roy Til-

{Continucd on page 5)

Protests Changes
In N. Y. Sunday Law

Albaxv, N. Y., March 6.—A favor-

able report yesterday from the Assem-
bly Codes Committee on a Rules Com-
mittee bill liberalizing state laws re-

lating to Sabbath entertainment and
sports was followed today by a mes-
sage of protest from the State Council

of (Protestant) Churches. Its legisla-

{Continued on page 2)

20 Top Films in Next Six

Months on Columbians List

Columbia will release 12 top productions, more than half in color, in

the coming six months and eight other outstanding pictures will either

be released or completed by the end of 1952. These 20 productions will

be the top of the program, which will be augmented by the Gene Autry's,

Charles Starrett - Smilev Burnette

Westerns, the Johnny WeissmuUer
"Jungle Jim" films, and other feature

product.

The Columbia product includes, in

addition to its own pictures, the out-

put of such independent producers as

the Stanley Kramer Company, Louis

de Rochemont and Edward Small.

The lineup through August includes

six color by Technicolor films and one

in Supercinecolor, the most for a like

period in Columbia's history.

Diversity of subject matter and the

large number of star names signed or

burrowed for one picture to bolster

Columbia's own contract player list

also distinguished the release schedule.

Heading the list of Columbia stars

is Rita Hayworth, for whom "Affair

in Trinidad" is her first picture in

three years. Other Columbia players

in the upcoming pictures include

{Continued on page 2)

N. Y. Roxy Theatre
Is 25 Years Young
'The first 25 years are the

hardest, but the Roxy Theatre
has weathered a quarter of a
century," declares Da\id T.

Katz, executive director of
the house, in an invitation to
a birthday luncheon to be
given on Tuesday at the the-
atre. It will be followed by
open house all afternoon,
h'ghlighting a private screen-
ing of the first feature to
appear on the Roxy's screen,
"The Love of Sunya," star-
ring Gloria Swanson, which
United Artists released in

March, 1927.

All Theatre TV
Installations

EndedbyB&K
Say Theatres Ran Events
At A Continuous Loss

Washixgtox. March 6.—Bala-
ban and Katz Corp. has cancelled

its outstanding orders for theatre

television equipment and has "no
further plans for TV installation in

any of its theatres." B. and K. vice-

president David Wallerstein said to-

day.

Wallerstein made the statement at

the Federal Communications Com-
mission's catch-all Paramount hear-
ing. After the hearing recessed, he
told reporters that B. and K. had
cancelled "five or si.x" orders for

RCA theatre TV equipment. Theatre
television programs were not readily

available, he explained, and the B.

and K. theatre television operation
so far has run at a continuous loss.

B. and K.'s current theatre TV
policy, ^^'allerstein told hearing ex-
aminer Leo Resnick, is to "experiment
with available programs and add to

{Continued on page 5)

TV Industry in 1st

Profit, Before Taxes

Washixgtox, March 0.—The tele-

vision broadcasting industry broke
into the black in 1951, with total in-

come before Federal income taxes of

$43,600,000, the Federal Communica-
tions Commission reported todaj'. The
industrv lost 59,200,000 in 1950 and
$25,300,000 in 1949.

The FCC put total broadcast rev-

enues of the T\" industrv at $239.-

500,000. more than double the 1950
total of 8105,900,000 and seven times
the 1949 figure of $34,300,000. Oper-

{Continued on page 5)

Republic to Fight

Rogers TV Ruling

Los AxGELES, March 6.—With the
Gene Autry suit against Republic ask-
ing that the studio be prevented from
selling old Autry films to telecasters

coming up Tuesday in Federal Court
here. Republic counsel Herman Selvin

reveals that the studio has filed an ap-
peal from Federal Judge Peirson M.
Hall's recent decision in favor of Roy
Rogers in a parallel case. The appeal

{Continued on page 2)
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Personal
Mention
SIR ALEXANDER K O R D A

;

MoE RoTMAN, Edward Small's

European representative, and Mrs.
Cl-^ude Rains will fly from here
Sunday for London on the BOAC
Monarch.

•

Evelyn Brown, daughter of Mau-
rice Brown, operating the Sheldon
Theatre in Brooklyn, was married this

week to Joseph Abramowitz at East
Midwood Jewish Center, Brooklyn.

•

John Nickolaus, head of M-G-M's
laboratory in Culver City, is in Ro-
chester and from there will go to

Binghamton. He will return to New
York tomorrow.

•

Lee Koken, vending head of RKO
Theatres, will leave here today for
Washington and will be back at his

desk on Monday.
•

John Davis, managing director of

the J. Arthur Rank organization, left

here for London yesterday by plane.
•

Eugene M. Kxine has become a

member of the industry law firm of

Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin and Krim.
•

P. T. Dana, Universal Eastern
sales manager, will return to New
York today from Buffalo.

Scott-Lardner Case
Hearing March 17
Los Angeles, March 6.—Federal

Judge Ben Harrison has set March
17 as the date for a hearing on the

RKO and 20th-Fox motion for a new-
trial in the Adrian Scott-Ring Lard-
ner, Jr., case recently decided in the
plaintiffs' favor, charging the studios'

discharge of those writers for refusing

to answer House L^n-American Af-
fairs Committee questions was illegal.

Strengholty Dutch
Film Leader, Dead

F. L. D. Strengholt, leader of the
Holland motion picture industry, died
suddenly on Wednesday in Zurich,
Switzerland, according to word re-

ceived here yesterday by Walter
Gould, film importer, who represents
Strengholt in this country.

Protest Changes
(Continued from page 1)

tivc committee chairman, Orrin G.

Judd, formerly counsel for the Metro-
politan Motion Picture Theatres As-
sociation, in New York, suggested a
delay until a statewide study of and
I)ublic hearings on the issues can be
conducted.

Republic to Fight
(Continued from page 1)

ciiarges the jurist erred in interpret-

ing Rogers' contract with Reijublic

and decided the case on insufficient

evidence.

20 Coming from Columbia

(Continued from page 1)

Academy Award winner Judy Holli-

day, newcomer Aldo Ray, Glenn Ford,

Mickey Rooney, Jody Lawrance and
Audrey Totter. F'rom the ranks of

the players under contract to the in-

dependents affiliated with Columbia
the names of George Montgomery,
Anthony Dexter, Paul Henreid and
Jon Hall were added, while from the

outside a whole host of name players

were brought in including Dana An-
drews, Charles Boyer, Rhonda Flem-
ing, Rex Harrison, Sterling Hayden,
Peter Lind Hayes and Mary Healy,

Louis Jourdan, Adolphe Menjou,
George Murphy, Lilli Palmer, Gilbert

Roland, George Sanders, Marta To-
ren. Cornel Wilde, Teresa Wright
and Loretta Young.

Diversity Keynoted

Diversity is keynoted by the fact

that the subject matter ranges from
the comedy-drama of family life in

"The Happy Time" to the revealment
of FBI counter-espionage activities in

"Walk East on Beacon." Included in

the lineup are such off-beat pictures

as "The Four Poster," which has only

two characters in its cast and "The
5,000 Fingers of Dr. T.," the emer-
gence of a young boy's fantastic dream
world in color by Technicolor.

Supporting this line-up will be a

stepped-u'p campaign of advertising

and promotion. Indicative of the lat-

ter is the fact that this week William
T. Whalen, former chief of detectives

in New York, left on a 10-week, 28
major city tour on behalf of "The
Sniper," which will be released in

May. Whalen will confer with legis-

lative and civic leaders, meet with

clubs such as Rotary, and make radio,

television and personal appearances to

bring public attention to the problem
of the obsessed murderer which is

presented in the Kramer company
film.

Columbia Can Point

Columbia can also point, as another

indication of its advertising and pro-

motion approach, to "My Six Con-
victs," which will be kicked off March
14 with a 2S0-theatre day-and-date

premiere—the same week that full

page ads appear in magazines and
supplements with total readerships of

over 60,000,000.

The lineup of the top 20, with re-

leases already set, includes "My Six

Convicts"—Kramer company produc-
tion of a prison psychologist's experi-

ences, based on the best-selling book-
of-the-month, with Millard Mitchell,

Gilbert Roland, John Beal and Mar-
shall Thompson. Directed by Hugo
Fregonese, the film will be released

this month.
"The Marrying Kind"-—a romantic

comedy-drama of a young married
couple's tribulations, starring Judy
Holliday, and introducing Aldo Ray.
Directed by George Cukor and pro-

duced by Bert Granet, "The Marrying
Kind" will be released in April.

"Walk East on Beacon," Louis de

Rochemont's production which tells

the revealing story of FBI counter-

esijionage activity, starring George
Murphy and directed by Alfred Werk-
er is another April release, as is

"Thief of Damascus," Technicolor ad-
venture film, starring Paul Henreid,
which Will Jason directed and Sam
Katzman produced.

May will bring "The Sniper,"
Kramer company production, concern-
ing the hunt for an obsessed killer

stalking women in a large city, with
Adolphe Menjou and Arthur Franz,
which Edward Dmytryk directed, and
"Sound Off," Supercinecolor musical
revolving around the problems of an
Army recruit, starring Mickey Roo-
ney. Richard Quine directed and Jo-
nie Taps produced.

Another June Release

"Paula," as the tender drama of a

woman who devotes herself to the
rehabilitation of a boy, starring Lo-
retta Young, will be released in June.
Rudy Mate directed and Buddy Adler
produced. Another June release is

"Brave Warrior," the Technicolor
historical drama about the Indian
chief Tecumseh which stars Jon Hall
under the direction of Spencer Ben-
nett. Sam Katzman produced.

"The Brigand," Edward Small
Technicolor production starring An-
thony Dexter and directed by Phil

Karlson heads the July schedule which
also includes "California Conquest,"
color by Technicolor drama of the
struggle for California in the days
before it became a state. Cornel Wilde
and Teresa Wright star. Lew Landers
directed and Sam Katzman produced.

"Cripple Creek," Edward Small's

color by Technicolor Western starring

George Montgomery, directed by Ray
Nazarro, and "The Golden Hawk,"
Technicolor adventure on the high
seas with Rhonda Fleming and Ster-
ling Hayden which was directed by
Sidney Salkow and produced by Sam
Katzman, head the August releases.

Already Completed

Already completed and awaiting re-

lease are "The Happy Time," Kramer
company film version of the hit play

about French-Canadian family life,

starring Charles Boyer and "The
Four Poster," Kramer company pro-

duction based on the hit two-character
play about marriage, starring Rex
Harrison and Lilli Palmer. Richard
Fleischer directed the former and
Irving Reis the latter.

Now before the cameras on the Co-
lumbia lot are such top films - as

"Affair in Trinidad," which brings
Rita Hayworth back to the screen

after a three year absence, in a co-
starring role with Glenn Ford under
Vincent Sherman's direction, "The
5,000 Fingers of Dr. T.," Kramer
company color by Technicolor extra-

vaganza about the fantastic dream
world of a nine-year-old boy with a

cast headed by Peter Lind Hayes,
Mary Healey, Tommy Rettig and
Hans Conreid, which Roy Rowland is

directing; and "Assignment-Paris,"
present day drama about an American
reporter imprisoned behind the Iron

Curtain. Dana Andrews, Marta To-
ren, George Sanders and Audrey
Totter co-star. Robert Parrish is di-

recting for producer Jerry Bresler.

Party Cracks Whip
As Soviet Film

Production Sinks

Washington, March 6.—The So-
viet film industry is in a very bad
way, with only nine feature films re-

leased last year.

In 1950, only 13 features were pro-
duced and only six actually released.

Moreover, the Russian people are
so fed up with the propaganda-laden
Soviet films that Soviet officials are
having great difficulty in showing
their pictures to theatre audiences,
and theatres are relying on foreign
satellite films, old Russian films, and
firated American product.

Those are the highlights of a con-
fidential report on the current status
of Russian film-making. While the
source of the report cannot be dis-

closed, it can be stated that the facts

are absolutely authoritative.

The current condition of the indus-
try is blamed largely on the govern-
ment's attempt to make it completely
subservient to Soviet propaganda and
policy. The current situation dates
largely from 1946, when the Central
Committee of the Communist Party
adopted a resolution criticizing So-
viet film production and demanding
rigorous adherence to Party policy.

According to the report, writers
and directors are leaving the film

field for other employment. The
Soviet press is reported as especially

singling out writers for criticism and
attack.

The situation in 1951 was so bad,

the report states, that it was difficult

to find films to honor with the So-
viet prizes, and every film produced
in the previous 12 months had to be
drawn on to have a representative

group of films for the Stalin prize lists

of 1951.
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WHERE ANYTHING GOES...FOR A PRICE!

SHE runs the West's strangest hideout... a ranch where

a guest can hide his crime... quench his thirst. . .betray a woman

and knife a man in the back... for a price!

MARLENE DIETRICH

ARTHUR KENNEDY

MEL FERRER

Co/or by

TECHNiCOLOR

Directed by FRITZ LANG • Produced by HOWARD WELSCH • Screen play by DANIEL TARADASH

SMASH 4-COLOR NATIONAL ADS... Full pages in Life, Look, Time and Newsweek
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Fabian Heads
(Continued from page 1)

all types of exhibitor operators, so

that TOA could present a well-

balanced group of spokesmen for the

cause of arbitration."

On Feb. 26, TOA made public the

details of the arbitration blueprint

which the organization's board ap-

proved at its meeting in January on
the Coast. The plan's outstanding
recommendation in terms of the un-
conventional is that a national admin-
istrator, appointed by the U. S. Sec-

retary' of Commerce, head up an in-

dustry system at a salary of not more
than $25,000 a year.

TOA will seek an appeal-less ar-

bitration system, the board having ac-

cepted Fabian's argument that elimi-

nation of the appeal would eliminate

the "greatest expense and the greatest

time-consuming factor in arbitration."'
The 16 other members of the committee

are: E. D. Martin, Columbus, Ga. ; John
Rowley, Dallas; Jlyron Blank, Des Moines;
Sam Kirby, Little Rock; J. J. 0'Lear>',
Scranton; George Kerasotes, Springfield,
111.; C. E. (Doc) Cook, Marv^'iUe, Mo.;
Tom Bloomer, Belleville, 111. ; Al Hanson,
South Gate, Cal. ; Frank Newman, Seattle;
Marlin Butler. Albuquerque; T. E. (Potts)
Williams, Oarksdale, Miss.; Mack Jackson,
Alexander City, Ala.; Walter Reade, Jr.,

New York; Alfred Starr, Nashville; Ker-
mit Stengel, Nashville.
Wolfson said that "'In the industry-wide

negotiations which we hope will develop
shortly to bring about a sound arbitration
system, our TOA committee will be pleased
to participate in the negotiations or appoint
a sub-committee that can give its full time
to the industry deliberations."
Allied States Association, which also sub-

mitted to the distributors a blueprint for

an arbitration system, has a six-man com-
mittee ready for industry negotiations.
"Over the years,'' Wolfson declared, "our

exhibitor leaders in TOA have analyzed
countless phases and arbitration proposals
as they affect other industries and our own
business. In exchanging this vital infor-

mation and speaking for TOA on matters
relating to arbitration, I have appointed
a working TOA arbitration committee that
is most representative of our thinking and
planning."

Compo Ad Campaign
(Continued from page 1)

MPAA committee will iron out re-

maining details with regard to place-

ment, lineage and continuity of the

advertisements and then will submit
the entire program to the MPAA
board for approval.

Under the program, newspapers in

large cities are expected to be fa-

vored in the placement of the adver-

tisements, which will highlight new
product on the theory that such em-
phasis would best serve to promote
the industry as an institution.

Charles Simonelli, chairman of the

ad-publicity committee, presided at

yesterday's meeting. Present were
Si Seadler, Jerome Pickman, Sidney
Blumenstock, Gilbert Golden, Howard
LeSieur, S. Barrett AlcCormick,
Francis Winikus, Rodney Bush, Jeff

Livingston, Arthur Mayer, Charles

E. McCarthy and Alfred Corwin.

RKO's 'Collarites'
(Continued from page 1)

tury-Fox covering 35 clerks, steno-

graphers and messengers employed at

that company's New York exchange.
Aleanwhile, the union has submit-

ted to United Artists proposals for in-

creases for its home office "white col-

lar" workers. Pay hikes for these em-
ployes were won last April, and it is

understood that it may be necessary
for H-63 to secure approval of the

Wage Stabilization Board for any in-

creases that may be granted at this

ime.

Theatre TVInstallations
(Continued from page 1)

our knowledge of theatre television."

He added the company wanted to do
so without "too great a financial

loss."

B. and K. installed its first theatre

television equipment in 1949, Wal-
lerstein declared, shortly after New
York City and Brooklyn had pio-

neered in the field. Subsequently it

equipped four additional houses. Since

then it has been one of the leading

experimenters in variety and volume
of theatre TV programs.

Previously Wallerstein had
put into the record informa-
tion showing that B and K had
lost more than $46,360 in 49 the-
atre telecasts made since 1949.

The 49 telecasts covered spot
news events, football and base-
games and prize fights.

Only two of the 49 made a profit

for the company—telecasts at two
theatres of the Robinson-Turpin fight.

A third theatre would have made a

profit on the telecast of the fight,

Wallerstein said, except that an un-
ruly audience opened the fire exits of

the theatre, permitting many people

to enter without tickets.

Normal Expenses Not Included

Wallerstein pointed out that the

total loss figure did not include nor-
mal operating expenses of the theatre,

payroll overtime costs resulting from
the television shows, depreciation of

the theatre television equipment, or

additional film rentals paid as a re-

sult of the increased admissions. He
listed the total cost of B. and K.'s

theatre TV equipment as of Nov. 1,

195L at S128,696.

Wallerstein told FCC counsel Fred-
erick Ford audience reaction to pub-
lic service spot news events was
"generally unfavorable, because peo-
ple come to the theatre for a specific

purpose" and are usually annoyed if

the show is interrupted for news
events. The reaction to sporting events,

he declared, depended on "the color

and quality of the event," with the

K-M Allied Meet
(Continued from page 1)

Wolfberg of Denver. Snaper had
given an address previously, urging
better pictures and better selling as

important factor in coming competi-
tion with television, and touching on
the selling of pictures both to exhibi-

tors and to television producers.
Myers had talked at the banquet

Wednesday night, and at a convention
session where he spoke on his pro-
posals to leading companies regarding
arbitration.

Jay Wooten, president of the Allied

unit, suggested informally to the last

session that drive-in operators might
by personal letter to motor car manu-
facturers suggest the advantages of

drive-in patrons of windshields adapted
to the convenience and comfort of car

occupants in viewing pictures.

Ad Contests
(Continued from page 1)

lotson, president of the Art Directors

Club, invited AAIPA members to join

his organization.

Alembers of the industry contrib-

uted exhibits of their art work, which
were displayed on the walls of the

meeting room at the Hotel Piccadilly.

audience responding favorably to an
exciting one and unfavorably when
the action was dull. All public service
events and some sporting events had
been put on at the theatre's regular
admissions price and in addition to

the regular feature, he said.

Questioned by Ford on the
use of films on WBKB, Waller-
stein declared that the sources
for televised films had "no rela-
tionship" to sources for pic-
tures for theatre exhibition.
The business of supplying films
for TV was "mushrooming," he
said, with "new companies com-
ing in all the time."

Wallerstein said B. and K. used
WBKB to advertise B. and K. the-
atres, showing short trailers during
spot time on the television station. He
added that competing theatres also
used the station to advertise their
pictures.

Testimonial Monday
For 'Duke' Clark

S.\N Fr.\ncisco, March 6.—Robert
Clark, sales manager here for Para-
mount, has received an invitation to

attend Monday's luncheon in Dallas,
honoring his father M. R. (Duke)
Clark, whose resignation as Para-
mount's South Central division sales

manager will become effective later

this month, as previously announced.
The all-industry luncheon will be held
in the Baker Hotel.

TV in Black
(Continued from page 1)

ating expenses last vear were $195,-

900,000, compared to $115,100,000 in

1950 and $59,600,000 in 1949.

The four national television net-

works and their 15 owned and operat-

ing stations reported broadcast rev-

enues of $132,200,000 last year and
expenses of $119,800,000, with a net

income before tax of $12,400,000. In

1950, when revenues were $55,500,-

000, they had a net loss of $10,000,-

000, and in 1949, with $19,300,000 of

revenue, a net loss of $12,100,000.

The 93 non-network stations had
broadcast revenues of $107,300,000
last vear, more than double the 1950
revenue of $50,400,000, the FCC said.

Their e.xpenses were $76,100,000,

leaving income before Federal income
tax of $31,200,000. In 1950 they were
$800,000 in the black before tax.

while in 1949 they were $13,200,000
in the red.

The FCC said that in 1951 for the

first time the networks derived a

greater proportion of their total rev-

enues and income from TV than from
AM. Moreover, the AM income of

$10,400,000 was a sharp drop from
the 1950 figure of $18,700,000.

AmbassadorAMPP Guest
Hollywood, Alarch 6.—His Excel-

lency Binay Ranjan Sen, India's Am-
bassador to the U. S., and his party

were guests of the Association of Mo-
tion Picture Producers at a reception

this afternoon at the Paramount stu-

dios, with AMPP board chairman Y.

Frank Freeman presiding.

PLEASE NOTE THIS
TRADE SHOW CHANGE!

66

M-C-M's

THE GIRL
IN WHITE

June Allysan, Arthur Kennedy^

Gary Merrill

WILL BE SHOWN

WED. MARCH 12th-Z:30 p.m.

M-G-M Screening Room—630 Ninth Avenue

New York City

INSTEAD OF PREVIOUSLY
ANNOUNCED M-G-M PICTURE

"GLORY ALLEY"
Watch for its new Trade Show date!



-and every showmans fancy lurns

+0 +hough+s of +ha+ LONG GREEN STUFF

+haf grows and grows wi+h U-ls great

^pn'ngfime event/

The BIRDS

doil/

The BEES

do if /

and Oh/

how +he /(frr^^^

do i+ /,

lis the perfect-

background for

Ma and Pa /

They're af fheFai'r/

They're af fheir

or +hat Spr/ng.//^

rem Pen

of



FIRST

IN

FILM

NEWS
J

MOTION PICTURE

DAILY 1

u_ ^ _
1 J

VOL. 71. NO. 47 NEW YORK, U.S.A., MONDAY, MARCH 10, 1952 TEN CENTS

Tradewise . .

.

By SHERWIN KANE

- N influential part of the House

J\ Un-American Activities Com-
mittee appears now to be disposed

to correct the injustice done the

motion picture industry by the

Committee's annual report which

criticized Hollywood for alleged

laxity in ridding itself of Commun-
ists. Reportedly among those so

disposed is Chairman John S.

Wood (D., Ga.). Avowedly so is

Rep. Walter (D., Pa.), ranking

Democratic member of the Com-
mittee.

If and when an effective correc-

tion emanates from the Committee,

it might well make a far more effec-

tive message to the public for inclu-

sion in newsreels than the resolution

recently adopted by the Council

of Motion Picture Organizations.

While that resolution was essential

for the record, it is not ideally

suited as a public answer because it

leaves the industry in the position

of defending itself.

Better that the perpetrators of

the injustice admit their mistake to

the public.

»
QiiiKLiiNLr Area's Dohar
^ Deficit Down Sharply in

February for the First Time in

Months"—read news headlines last

week. If that keeps up until June,

Eric Johnston and James Mulvey
might be able to get the conversion

terms of the British films monetary
agreement liberalized when they

visit London. . . . Chicago news
men last week questioned Ellis

Arnall, Price Stabilizer on leave

from the Society of Independent
Motion Picture Producers, as to

the "advisability" of the Federal

officer addressing the frozen food

industry meeting there while his

Atlanta law firm represents the Na-
tional Wholesale Frozen Food Dis-

tributors. Fair question to put to a

man who had just accused a large

section of the motion picture indus

try of improper conduct. . . . The
Museum of Natural History says it

won't stand for any cuts by the

New York censors in its film "La
tuko," depicting African tribesmen
without loin cloths. Going to in-

sist on the naked truth, eh?

UPT Has 20
Theatre TV
Sets on Order

By J. A. OTTEN
Washington, March 9.—The-

atre television equipment originally

planned for installation in Balaban

& Katz theatres in the Chicago area

will be used when available in United
Paramount Theatres in other areas,

a top UPT ofificial declared here today.

On Thursday, B & K vice-president

David Wallerstein told the Federal

Communications Commission Para-
mount hearing that the Chicago com-
pany had cancelled "five or six" or-

ders for RCA theatre TV equipment
and had "no further plans for TV
installations in any of its theatres."

A UPT official said the parent

{Continued on page 3)

FCC Rules DuMont
May Cross-Examine

Washington, March 9. — Federal
Communications Commission hearing
examiner Leo Resnick has ruled that

Allen B. DuMont Television Labora-
tories should have limited rights to

cross-examine future witnesses in the

FCC's catch-all Paramount hearings.

This has been a bone of contention

in the proceedings so far, with all par-

ties except the FCC staff arguing that

DuMont should be barred from cross-

(Continued on page 3)

Un-American Group
Meeting Delayed
Washington, Mar. 9.—It will

probably be at least the week
after next before the House
Un-American Activities Com-
mittee meets to discuss a pos-
sible supplemental report on
Hollywood. Four Committee
members went to Detroit to-

day for further hearings
there on Communists in de-
fense industry, and the hear-
ings probably will run all

week, making a full Commit-
tee meeting here impossible
until the following week.

UPT GIVEN MORE
TIME TO DIVEST
Industry's Program

For Research Is

Headed by Skouras

Charles P. Skouras, Theatre Own-
ers of America board chairman, has

been selected to lead the organization's

campaign for the establishment of

an industry-
sponsored sci-

entific research

institute.

Skouras and
13 other TOA
leaders have
been named by
Mitchell Wolf-
son, president,

to serve as

a committee
which will seek

meetings with
other exhibitor

elements, pro-

ducers and dis-

t r i b u t o r s to

plan integration of scientific research.

Terming the establishment of such

(Continued on page 3)

Charles Skouras

Ascap Film Licenses

Could Be Barred

The possibility that film producers

might have to negotiate with indi-

vidual copyright owners for music re-

cording and reproduction rights looms
as a possibility in the event that new
licensing agreements with Ascap are

not agreed upon by next Friday.

That possibility arises from a pro-

(Continued on page 2)

Baker and Acker

y

Win 20th Awards
Jerry Baker of RKO Keith's Thea-

tre, Washington, is first-prize winner
in 20th Century-Fox's $15,000 exhibi-

tor showmanship contest for "The
Day the Earth Stood Still," Charles

Einfeld, company vice-president, dis-

closed at the weekend. The award is

(^Continued on page 2)

18 Months' Extension
Approved By Court,
Despite U. S. Opposition

By MURRAY HOROWITZ
United Paramount Theatres was

granted an 18-month extension for

divestiture of a final 184 theatres

by the New York Statutory Court
over strong Justice Department ob-
jections here on Friday.

Judges Hand, Goddard and
Coxe, in granting the extension,
stipulated that one-third of the
total number of theatres to be
divested must be sold in each
six-month period, setting back
the new target date for com-
plete divestiture to Sept., 3,

1953.

Following the court ruling on Fri-
day, the Department of Justice was
asked whether it would appeal the
decision. To this government counsel

(Continued on page 3)

Avert Pathe Strike;

Wage Hike Is Set

A union-management wage increase

agreement at the weekend put an end
to the threat of a strike of lATSE
"wliite collar" workers at Pathe Labo-
ratories here. Printing of the Warner
Pathe and Universal newsreels and
features and shorts of a number of

producers would have been jeopardized
by a strike, the premise being that the
"lA" laboratory technicians would
have refused to cross a picket line.

Members to Vote on
New SAG Contract

HoLLY\A'00D, March 9.—In addition
to increases in player wage scales at
all levels, previously announced, new
contract terms recently negotiated by
the Screen Actors Guild with major
companies also provide that actors
henceforth will receive payment for
time spent in makeup and wardrobe
tests, formerly unpaid, and for time
spent in rehearsals, according to a
detailed break-down of the new con-
tract furnished SAG members at the
weekend.

'E African Qvee
FIRST 3rd WEEK HOLDOVER IN YEA

Loew's Century, Baiitimore

HUMPHREY KATHARINE

BOGART • HEPBURN
Produced by S. P. EAGLE

Directed by JOHN HUSTON
Color by TECHNICOLOR
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Compo Tax Meeting
Waits for O'Donnell

Virst formal conference
among members of the Coun-
cil of Motion Picture Organi-
zations' committee on taxa-

tion, which is under the co-

chairmanship of Robert J.

O'Donnell and H. A. Cole, has
been delayed until after

O'Donnell's return on or

about April 5 from a Euro-
pean vacation.
Theatre Owners of America

today will name a taxation
committee to cooperate with
the COMPO tax group.

Harvey Hails Compo
As Unity Instrument
San Francisco, March 9.—The in-

dustry today is closer to unity because

of the Council of Motion Picture Or-
ganizations than it ever has been, H.
V. (Rotus) Harvey, president of the

Western Theatre Owners, declared

upon his return here from New York.

"COMPO is what we need, what we
must have if we are to go forward,"

he said.

Harvey declared he spoke with

many exhibitors in various parts of

the country on his way to and from
the New York COMPO meeting.

Most, he reported, are "hot under the

collar" over certain distril^utors' sales

of films to TV. He also observed that

although New York's Broadway is the

"showcase" for new pictures, he saw
no lines of customers before their box-
offices. Quoting prices of $1.25 to $1.80

posted at the houses, Harvey said "we
are pricing ourselves out of business."

Baker and Acker

y

(Continued from page 1)

Personal Mention

a $1,000 Defense Bond.
In announcing the 211 winners, Ein-

feld declared that "the contest further

proved that the earning potential of

any film is commensurate with the

amount of support it receives." He
added that "grosses as high as 200
per cent above normal were reported
by the contestants."

Second prize, a $750 bond, went to

Ivan Ackery, of the Orpheum Theatre,
Vancouver, while the $500 third prize

bond award went to Robert Retzer
of the Sanger Theatre, Sanger, Cal.

J. P. Harrison of the Campus Thea-
tre, Denton, Texas, was awarded a

$350 bond in the fourth slot, with fifth

place money ($250) going to M. Cave,
Dominion Theatre, Victoria, British
Columbia, and sixth position's award,
a $150 bond, going to Milton Harmon,
Palace Theatre, Milwaukee.
A special prize was voted to Harold

Hume, broker for the Fox Midwest
circuit, based on a successful exploita-

tion suggestion for "The Day the

Earth Stood Still."

Illinois Allied Election
Chicago, March 9.—The 22nd an-

nual election of officers and directors
of Allied Theatres of Illinois will be
held at a luncheon-meeting to be held
here on Wednesday at the Congress
Hotel.

TAMES R. GRAINGER, Republic
•J executive vice-president in charge
of sales and distribution, has returned

here from a four-week sales trip.

Robert Wolff, RKO Pictures
managing director for the United
Kingdom, has returned here from
Hollywood, and will remain for a few
weeks before returning to England.

•

HiLLER Innes, executive assistant

to Russell Holman, Paramount's
Eastern production manager, will re-

turn here today from Jamaica, B.W.I.
•

Louis AsTO'R and George Josephs,
Columbia sales executives, will leave

here today on business trips to West
and Mid-East branches, respectively.

•

William B. Zoexlner, head o'

M-G-M's short subject and newsreel
sales, is due in Los Angeles tomorrow
from New York.

•

Bruce Eells, president of Pathe
Television Corp., will return here
from the Coast in two weeks.

•

Gladys Hill, assistant to producer
Sam Spiegel, flew to London from
here via BOAC on Friday.

•

A. A. ScHUBART, RKO Pictures
manager of branch operations, left

here yesterday for Chicago.
•

Don Prince, RKO Pictures East-
ern publicity director, has returned to

New York from Chicago.

ERIC A. JOHNSTON, president

of the Motion Picture Association
of America, left Washington over the

weekend for Hollywood where he will

resume talks with studio heads and
others on industry prospects and prob-
'ems. He will return East next week.

•

P. J. Dee, president of Alliance
Theatre Corp. of Chicago, accompa-
nied by Mrs. Dee, will arrive here
today after a 28-day West Indies
cruise on the 5". 5". Liberie.

•

Maurice N. Wolf, field assistant

to H. M. Richey, head of M-G-M's
exhibitor relations department, on
Thursday will speak before the Ki-
wanis at West Roxbury, Mass.

•

Mr. aND Mrs. Paul Petersen are
the parents of a second child, Bev-
erly Ann. Petersen is drive-in the-

atre supervisor of the Walter Reade
circuit.

•

Cecil B. DeMille will be a guest
on tomorrow's "Frank Sinatra Show"
here over CBS-TV from 8 :00 to 9 :00

P. M.
•

Jack Chinell, RKO Pictures
branch manager in Buffalo, and his

wife are vacationing in Miami Beach.
•

Frank Freeman, Jr., associate

producer to George Pal at Paramount,
has arrived here from the Coast.

•

Richard C. Wikoff, son of C. B.

WiKOFF, Columbia Pictures control-
ler, has entered military service.

New Method Slashes

Para. Filming Costs

Hollywood, March 9.—Progress in

cutting production costs by reducing
the "trial-and-error" manner of com-
pleting scenes and sequences has been
made at Paramount Studios, according
to Don Hartman, production exec-
utive.

Cost-saving, as well as prevention
of the possibility of error in produc-
tion-design, planning and camera work
is being achieved at the studio through
a new method of viewing cut film in

rough form, Hartman said.

The new technique is a visual meth-
od of film structure whereby sketches
illustrating a required form of action
are inserted in the incompleted film in

place of the customary "scene missing"
card. Hartman said this provides a
graphic concept of the missing scenes
and the footage required for shooting
them.
Another of the system's advantages

is that second-unit work involving
doubles and distant locations can be
visualized in rough-cut weeks before
the footage is delivered to the studio
for processing, according to Hartman.

'Vadis' Grosses $20,000
Minneapolis, March 9.—Spaced so

the house can run only four shows
daily, M-G-M's color in Technicolor
"Quo Vadis" racked up a very big
$20,000 in its first seven days at the
Century here.

Four More Suits

Filed in Chicago

Chicago, March 9.—Attorney Sey-
mour Orlikoff filed four more anti-

trust suits in Federal District Court
here today, three against the major
film companies, Balaban and Katz,
Warner Brothers Theatres and Ess-
aness and the fourth against the same
offendants excepting Essaness.
Three suits (on behalf of the Holly

theatre and Sol Best, Avaloe and Os-
car Brotnian, and Armitage and Sid-
ney Harrison and Richard Fierstein)
seek injunctions against bidding for
pictures in first and second subsequent
runs as well as unspecified damages
for past injury. The fourth suit, on
behalf of the Banner and Jerome
Gumbiner, asks $750,000 triple 'dam-
ages for the period from April 1937
to March 1944 for conspiracy to keep
the Banner from playing earlier runs.

IMPPA Has Counter
Proposal for AFM
Hollywood, March 9.—Independent

Motion Picture Producers Association
president I. E. Chadwick has notified
local representatives of the American
Federation of Musicians that he is

preparing counter-proposals to offer
in lieu of the present agreement under
which producers pay the AFM five

per cent of the gross revenues from
the sale of old pictures to television

and also pay for rescoring them.

Newsreel
Parade
PRESIDENT TRUMAN'S for-
* eign policy speech and. Mrs.
Roosevelt in India are current news-
reel highlights. Other items include
Betty Hutton in Korea and sports.

Complete contents follow:

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 21—Truman
speaks to Reds through new "Voice" ship.
Admiral Robert Briscoe, new naval chief.
Mrs. FDR in India. Kaiser's grandson mar-
ries. "Son in My Heart" Premiere. Ice
skating. Ski thriller.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 255—Radio
ship pierces "Iron Curtain" with Truman
message. Mechanized war on coyotes. How
times have changed in Japan. Betty Hut-
ton in Korea. Mrs. FDR in India. Base-
ball in the air.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 58—Base-
ball's bustin' out. Betty Hutton in Korea.
'Voice' ship dedicated by Truman. Truman
on mutual security program. New Hamp-
shire: after the Presidential primaries.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. Ift-A—Korea
training program. India eclipse. French air
crash. Germany: Heligoland returned. Bu-
dapest traffic problem. Japan: "G.I." brides.
Fishing trout. Mink hounds.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 541—NATO
report. News in brief: air crash in France.
"Voice of America" ship. Spring modes
from France. .Sports: Coyote hunt in Ca-
nada. Golden gloves. Giants training.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 60--Tru-
man makes foreign policy plea. Reno:
$2,000,000 burglary. Mrs. FDR visits India.
Windsor back in U. S. after King George's
funeral. Coyote hunt. Betty Hutton in
Korea. Figure skating.

Ascap Licenses
{Continued from page 1)

vision in the Ascap consent decree

which subjects to review the Society's

rights to license motion picture per-

formances of music at the end of the

first two years of the decree. That
period expires on March 14 and no
new agreement with Ascap has been
signed yet by the producing com-
panies.

The decree directs that Ascap shall

issue blanket music licenses for film

performances on request. If such li-

censes have not been agreed upon by
Friday, the decree grants the Depart-
mnt of Justice the right to review its

provisions and ask for changes.
Among the decree changes which
could be sought, and which might be
in the absence of an agreement with
the producing companies, is the elim-

ination of the Society's right to issue

blanket licenses. Such an eventuality

would mean a return to individual

licensing, widely regarded as both
costly and tedious.

Film company negotiations with
Ascap, however, have been under way
for an extended period of time and an
agreement this week is not regarded
as impossible. Both sides have been
near an agreement on several occa-
sions in the past, leading to the im-
pression that one could be reached
very quickly.

There has been virtual agreement
between the companies and the Soci-
ety on the payment of approximately
$700,000 for each of the past two years
during which Ascap music has been
used in films, pending outcome of the
negotiations on new blanket licensing

terms. The principal differences still

existing are concerned with licensing
fees for the future.
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UPT-Video
(Continued from page 1)

UPT Given Extension
(Continued from page 1)

chain has placed 20 orders for RCA
theatre TV equipment and will take

the equipment as it becomes available

despite the change in the Chicago

picture. He said originally UPT had
planned theatre TV installations in

five or six more B & K theatres in

outlj'ing areas around Chicago, but

that in view of past operating ex-

perience in the five B & K theatres

already equipped with theatre TV,
and the fact that other independent

Chicago exhibitors were putting in

theatre TV, the circuit had decided

the Chicago area at present is "pretty

well staked out" from a theatre TV
viewpoint and had decided to abandon
plans for additional theatre TV in-

stallations there.

To Use in Other Areas

"But that does not mean we will not

take the 20 sets," he declared. "We
will just use them in other areas,

rather than in Chicago. We are tak-

ing delivery as fast as they become
available and as fast as we can satisfy

ourselves that a cable is going into

a particular area, that the loop

charges from the end of the cable to

our theatre are not excessive, and that

the theatre is suitable for theatre TV."
Loop charges are proving a special

problem in installing theatre TV in

new cities, this official said. He cited

the fact that UPT was all set to put

equipment into a Boston theatre when
it found the loop charges so high as

to make the project uneconomical.

UPT theatres in Buffalo, Omaha,
San Francisco and Salt Lake City are

now being surveyed for theatre TV
possibilities, this official said, "and I

wouldn't be surprised to find sets in-

stalled there in the not too distant

future."

Preferred Another Word
The UPT spokesman said he would

have been happier if Wallerstein had
used a word other than "cancelled."

"It's true," he declared, "that we had
plans for putting the equipment in

another five or six B & K theatres,

and that we had visualized the whole
process going forward a little faster

than it has, but none of the equipment
was ever specifically earmarked for

them."
Here are some of the detailed

figures which B & K gave the Com-
mission on the financial results of

Theatre TV showings at its theatres

:

On theatre TV showings of five of

the 1949 World Series games, the

State-Lake Theatre had income of

$8,536, with the admission price boost-

ed to $1.25, and expenses of $11,854,
with a net loss of $3,318.

For theatre TV showings of six

Illinois U. football games in 1950, the

Tivoli and State-Lake theatres took
in $16,336. Expenses were $38,311,
for a net loss of $21,975 on the theatre
TV end. This was trimmed slightly

to $18,475 by income from the sale of

the film for later, non-theatre TV
showing.
On the Louis-Savold, La Motta-

Murphy, Layne-Marciano and Robin-
son-Turpin fights last year, the State-
Lake had $7,147 from admissions and
expenses of $12,312, for a loss of

$5,165. The Uptown Theatre made
a profit on the Robinson-Turpin fight,

taking in $7,318 with expenses of

$5,676. However, it took losses of

$2,891 on the Saddler-Pep fight,

$9,662 on the Xotre Dame-Indiana
football game in September, and $892

Phil Marcus replied "no comment."
The government also suffered a set-

back when the court granted UPT's
motion on a relatively minor issue

governing the Paramount Theatre in

Los Angeles which it owns with
Fanchon and Marco interests.

Denied were the U. S. proposals to

set a 30 to 60-day deadline for the

divestiture of the remaining 184

UPT theatres, which according to the

1949 Paramount consent decree were
to have been disposed of by March 3,

1952. The defeated government mo-
tion also would have set up court ap-

pointed trustees if UPT had not dis-

posed of the theatres within the new
time limit.

In arguing in behalf of UPT, coun-
sel George Gallantz, of the law firm

of Simpson, Thatcher and Bartlett,

pointed to the record of accomplish-
ment made by the circuit in the dis-

posal of its theatres. He said of the

1,071 theatres that were affected by
the terms of the decree, UPT 'nad

filled its commitments on 888 theatres.

The remaining 184, or 17 per cent,

he said have been the most difficult

because the greater majority of them
entail joint interests. The number
of joint-interest theatres still to be

disposed of he put at 152.

Proposed Yearly Target Date

\\'hile UPT had originally asked

for a two-)'ear blanket extension, Gal-
lantz during the three-hour court ses-

sion proposed that the court set a

yearly target date for the disposal of

half the theatres in each year. Al-

though the court did not go along

with this proposal, the 18-month ex-

tension was welcomed by UPT.
Marcus, in his argument to the

court, claimed that UPT had not

lived up to the spirit of the consent

decree, citing affidavits from exhib-

itors in Florida and Texas to sup-

port his contention.

A great deal of emphasis was
was placed by Marcus on alle-

gations that UPT in certain

situations, while disposing of

its theatres, moved up the play-

ing time policy of its remain-
ing houses. This, he said,

blocked the furtherance of

competition as required by the
the decree, and added that
the Department of Justice
would probe the matter and

on the Illinois-Michigan football game
last November.

Losses on four sports events tele-

cast at the Marbro Theatre ranged
from $2,308 on the Saddler-Pep fight

to $46 on the Notre Dame-Michigan
State game.
The Tivoli Theatre made a profit

on one event—the Robinson-Turpin
fight—when it netted $1,213. On five

other fights it lost anywhere from
$706 to $2,336, and on three football

games last fall its losses ranged from
$753 to $981.

The Paramount, in Hammond, Ind.,

lost $513 on the Notre Dame-Michi-
gan State game and $795 on the
Illinois-Michigan game. In all cases,

the only income was from admissions,
except the sale of film rights to the

1950 Illinois football games. Expenses
covered such items as rights to the

telecast, payments to the universities,

film, chemicals, advertising, pickup
costs, local lines, and theatre TV net-

work billings.

ask the court to rule on the
interpretation of the decree.
UPT contends, he added, that
the decree did not forbid the
moving up of playing time.

In the Los Angeles situation of the
Paramount Theatre owned jointly
with Fanchon and Marco, the court
granted UPT a six-month extension
following termination of current liti-

gation, in which to dispose of its joint
interest.

Recess Till Monday

Regarding a second government
motion concerning a situation in

Lakeland, Fla., the court recessed un-
til Monday at 3 :00 P.M. The govern-
ment seeks to amend the decree re-

quiring UPT to dispose of two "big"
Lakeland theatres instead of one.

One of UPT's contentions in
the major issue was that when
the original consent decree
judgment was entered in 1949
the three-year time limit was
agreed upon without either
party having had any experience
in how long it would take to
dispose of theatres. UPT attor-
ney Gallantz stressed that the
three-year time limit was "ar-
bitrary," adding that UPT had
met the first two deadlines,
that is the disposal of one-third
of the total each year. It is

only in the third year, Gallantz
explained, that UPT has gone
to the court for relief.

In signing the 18-month extension,
a provision was incorporated at Mar-
cus' insistence that the ruling w^as
"without prejudice" on the Depart-
ment of Justice's request that UPT
be prohibited from moving up its

playing dates in certain situations.
The Department of Justice failed in

having the court incorporate its pro-
posed amendments to the original de-
cree aimed at stiffening the original
terms.

_
Ellis G. Arnall, U. S. Price Stab-

ilizer, now on leave as president of
the Society of Independent Motion
Picture Producers, has written a let-

ter to Attorney General Howard Mc-
Grath opposing an extension of time
for UPT.
On the Los Angeles situation, Rus-

sell Hardy appeared as counsel for

Fanchon and Marco.

MPAA Progresses on
TV Channels Brief
The Alotion Picture Association of

America's television committee report-

ed "good progress" at the weekend in

its handling of the legal and technical

aspects of the brief which is being
prepared for presentation at the forth-

coming Federal Communications Com-
mission hearing of appeals for theatre

television channels.

At a meeting here on Friday the
committee received from Vincent
Welch and Edward Cooper, TV con-
sultant and MPAA T\' department
chief, respectively, a run-down on the
legal and technical ground covered
since the MPAA board meeting of

Jan. 29. Present on Friday were Earl
Sponable, Ted Black, Norman Gluck,
Joseph Karp, Richard Hodgson, Ed-
ward J. Smith, Ralph Cohn. Leslie B.
Isaac, Sidney Schreiber and Tavlor
Mills.

Research Plan

(Continued from page 1)

an institute "one of the prime needs
of the industry," Skouras holds that
it should be sponsored hy all segments
of the industry, with producers, dis-
tributors and exhibitors sharing ex-
penses.

Wolfson has envisaged an institute

in these terms : "We cannot have a
scatter-shot approach to the problem
of third dimension, theatre television,

audience tastes and exploitation tech-
niques. We need an industry clearing
house for testing new ideas—we need
an industry laboratory where the best
scientific brains can help us keep pace
with developments in this electronic
age — we need an industry proving
ground for merchandising and house-
keeping techniques."
The committee under Skouras'

chairmanship consists of Leonard
Goldenson, Elmer Rhoden, M. A.
Lightman, Sr., Edwin Silverman, Pat
McGee, Tom Edwards, Robert J. O'-
Doruiell, Mike Kincey, Samuel Pin-
anski, Frank Walker, Earl Hudson,
Alfred Starr and Walter Reade, Jr.

Skouras' Concept
Skouras' concept of an institute in-

cludes :

( 1 ) Location away from production
centers so that scientists and techni-
cians can work quietly and uniterrupt-
edly.

(2) Pooling of scientific talent so
that the entire industry can benefit.

(3) Setting up the project for a
test period that will be underwritten
by producer-distributors, exhibitors
and collateral interests.

(4) Acceptance of active support
of government agencies that are in-
terested in the progress of communi-
cations.

According to Wolfson, "many lead-
ers in the various segments "of our
industry are very conscious of the
need for cohesion and integration of
scientific research, both as it relates
to new advances in mechanical equip-
ment and new techniques in modern
merchandising."

FCC Rules DuMont
(Continued from page 1)

examining future witnesses, since the
issue of control of DuAIont by Para-
mount Pictures has already been pas-
sed and since the hearing is now
working on issues in which DuMont
is interested only indirectly.

Resnick ruled that DuMont could
cross-examine witnesses as long as its

questioning was on matters relevant
to the DuMont issues in the proceed-
ing.

The hearings enter their eighth
week tomorrow with Balaban and
Katz president John Balaban on the
stand. He started his testimony just
before the hearings recessed Friday.
Earlier B. and K. vice-president David
Wallerstein had concluded his testi-

mony and John Mitchell, general man-
ager of B. and K.'s television station
WBKB, had also testified. Discussing
general programming, Alitchell said
\^'BKB used about 25 feature films

a week and that there was an "abun-
dance" of films available.

'Queen' $8,500 Gross High
Miami, March 9. — "The African

Queen," L^nited Artists, set a new
box-office mark of $8,500 for the open-
ing day at the Carib, Miami and Mira-
cle theatres here. It grossed $7,500 on
the second day.



HITS ON El

FINGERS" (Th» Slory of Ibe Highest Paid

Spy in History) starring JAMES MASON,
DANIELLE DARRIEUX, MICHAEL RENNIE

with Walter Hampden, Oscar Karlweis.

Produced by OTTO LANG. Directed by

JOSEPH L. MANKIEWICZ. Screen play by

MICHAEL WILSON.
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MGM Begins Series

Of Promotional

Meetings on Coast

Hollywood. :March 9.—M-G-M to-

morrow will begin the first of a series

of meetings at the. studio between

Howard Dietz, vice-president and di-

rector of advertising-publicity ; How-
ard Strickling, studio publicity chief;

Dan S. Terrell, exploitation head;

studio executives, publicity and adver-

tising men, and the six newly-appoint-

ed divisional promotional men.

Arriving today from the field were

Emer>- Austin, Southern, division, At-

lanta ; Arthur Canton, Eastern, New
York ; E. B. Coleman, Southwestern,

Dallas ; Ivan Fuldauer, Midwest, Des
Moines ; Ted Galanter, Western, San
Francisco, and E. C. Pearson, Central,

division, Cleveland.

Screening Today

A screening of "Singin' in the Rain"

will be held tomorrow and this will

be followed by visits to various studio

departments. Other screenings will

include those for "Skirts Ahoy!" and

"Scaramouche."

Under the expanded program, the

field men will w-ork in closer contact

with newspaper editors, radio stations

and television outlets and supply a

faster service to theatre and circuit

advertising and promotion depart-

ments.

It is planned to replace each man
in the territories from which the divi-

sional representatives formerly oper-

ated.

Review
'My Six Convicts"

( Columbia Pictures)

A HE.^RT-WARMING STORY, told with taste and humor, is unfolded
in this Stanley Kramer production based on Donald Powell Wilson's

popular autobiography, "My Six Convicts." It concerns the experiences of

a young psychologist assigned to inaugurate a rehabilitation program in a
state prison.

The challenge of winning over the hard-bitten inmates is the crux of the

story and it is so effectively handled on the screen that there is virtually

complete identity and sympathy with the young psychologist, Dr. Wilson,
portrayed by John Beal. The high level of interest should pay off hand-
somely at the box-office.

When he enters the prison. Real's immediate problem is how to put theory
into practice, how to win the prisoner's cooperation for a series of intelligence

tests. His first efi^orts meet with disaster. It is only when he gets the as-

sistance of a handful of inmates—the six convicts—that he is able to proceed.

And. it is with the introduction of the six convicts that the film gains momen-
tum, for they are all colorful characters. Special mention should be made of

tl"ie portrayals of Millard Mitchell, safecracker e.xtraordinary, and Punch
Finero, mobster and killer.

Episodes such as the smuggling in of the sweetheart of one of the dis-

turbed prisoners, an attempted jailbreak, and a hypnotic session, punctuate the

film. One rollicking highlight is the day of freedom given to safecracker
Mitchell, who is called upon to open the safe of a bank in a nearby town

—

v. ith the sanction of the law.

Edna and Edward Anhalt were associate producers. Hugo Fregonese di-

rected, from the screenplay by Michael Blankfort. Others in the cast include

Gilbert Roland, Marshall Thompson, Alf Kjellin, Henry Morgan and Jay
Adler.

Running time, 104 minutes. General audience classification. March
release. Murray Horowitz

Wells to Classic Pictures
San Francisco, March 9. — Bob

Wells, booker for General Theatrical

Co. here, has resigned to head the San
Francisco office of Classic Pictures,

with Dick Earth.

South Dakota Group
Plans Convention

Minneapolis, March 9. — The
South Dakota Exhibitors' Association,
dormant for a year, plans a spring or
early summer convention, Leo Peter-
son, president of the group, revealed
here, stating that a letter will be
mailed to all exhibitors in the state

this week, polling them on a conven-
tion date.

He pointed out that the association

must organize for the 1952 "Movie-
time, U.S.A." campaign, as well as to

name legislative committees to pre-

pare for any proposed anti-film laws
that may come before the state legis-

lature when it convenes next January.
Peterson warned state exhibitors to

be on the lookout for policies being
issued by insurance agents on mer-
cantile forms in place of the regular
theatre forms. Peterson declared that

the exhibitor would have difficulty in

collecting damages on certain items in

case of fire under the mercantile form,
pointing out that under this form the-

atre seats, carpets and other items are
listed as fixtures and furnishings in-

stead of being a part of the building,

as in the theatre form of insurance
policy.

jyEfvs
in Brief • . •

79 - Million Roxy
Gross in 25 Years
New York's Roxy Theatre, which

celebrates its 2Sth anniversary tomor-
how, has played a total of 749 pictures,

to 107,067,319 admissions and a total

gross of $78,876,070, the management
reported at the weekend.
The first picture shown was "The

Love of Sunya," with Gloria Swan-
son. Longest run pictures included
"Wilson," for eight weeks in 1944,

with an attendance of 890,029 and a
gross of $851,973; and "The Razor's
Edge," also eight weeks, in 1947, with
an attendance of 902,137 and a gross
of $989,461.

Rochester, N. Y., March 9. —
Checks for about $20,000,000, the larg-

est total in the 40-year history of the

wage dividend plan, have been sent to

about 49,000 Eastman Kodak workers
in the United States. Eligible persons
will receive $27.50 for each $1,000
earned at Kodak during the five years
1947-1951. Last year's wage dividend
rate was the same, while the total paid
was about $18,000,000.

•
First print of Walt Disney's all-live-

action "The Story of Robin Hood,"
has arrived in the U. S. from England
and is being screened for Disney and
RKO Radio home office officials.

Meanwhile, plans have been completed
for the world premiere of the picture

at the Leicester Square Theatre in

London on Thursday, for the benefit

of the British National Advertising
Benevolent Society.

•

Buffalo, March 9.—Known as "one
of the deans of American theatrical

press agents," George Atkinson of

Columbia Pictures, discussed his 50

years in the theatre before the State

Teachers College assembly here last

week. He also addressed a public ses-

sion in the Buffalo Public Library
and Clarence Central High School
students. He is touring the country
on behalf of Columbia's "The Death
of A Salesman."

Kane Honored at
Clark Tribute
Dallas, March 9. — Paramount's

newly appointed South Central divi-

sion manager Alfred M. Kane will

also be honored at the testimonial to

be given his predecessor, M. R.
(Duke) Clark at the luncheon tomor-
row at the Baker Hotel here.

Karl Hoblitzelle and Robert J.

O'Donnell, president and general man-
ager, respectively of the Interstate

Circuit, will host the all-industry af-

fair set up to officially welcome Kane
to his new post and to bid farewell to

Clark who resigned recently because
of poor health. Kane has been with
Paramount since 1925 and was as-

sistant Eastern - Southern division

sales manager from 1947 until he took
over his current duties on March 1.

E. K. O'Shea, vice-president of
Paramount Film Distributing Corp.,

Jerry Pickman, ad-publicity vice-pres-

ident, and Hugh Owen, Eastern-
Southern division manager, will rep-
resent the home office at the affair.

Wolf to Induct Miami
Tent Officers Wed,
Marc J. Wolf, chief barker of Vari-

ety Clubs International, will dedicate
new clubrooms and induct new officers

for the Miami Tent at a special func-
tion Wednesday which will bring to-

gether people in show business in that
area who will pay tribute to the Tent
on the work it is doing on the Miami
Children's Heart Hospital. Wolf will

be assisted by George Hoover, second
assistant chief barker of Variety In-

ternational and one of the organizers
of the Tent.

Following the Florida function.

Wolf and his wife will leave from
New Orleans on an 11 -day cruise to

the Caribbean. On his return he will

go to Oklahoma City to speak at the
banquet of the Oklahoma Tent on
March 25.
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ExchangeHelp

Seen In Plan

To Bolt ^lA'

Coast Report Is 3,000

In US Seek New Union

San Francisco, March 10.

—

lATSE film exchange workers

across the country, numbering some

3,000, are contemplating a break-

away from the "lA" union with a

view to forming their own national

labor organization, it was reported

today in exchange labor circles here.

It was also reported that

plans for an organizing meet-

ing in Chicago this summer are

being circulated among ex-

change workers in most or all

key cities in the country.

The rebellious forces are said to

include shippers, inspectresses, book-

ers, salesmen and office help. It is

questionable, however, whether sales-

men would be involved since such

employes are organized in an indepen-

(_Continued on page 4)

Tax Figures Show
Only 4% BO Dip

Washington, March 10.—If Bu-
reau of Internal Revenue general

admission tax collection figures are

any gauge, box-office receipts in 1951

were slightly more than four per cent

below those in 1950.

General admission tax collections

from February, 1951, through Janu-

ary, 1952, reflecting box-office busi-

ness during the 12 months of 1951,

totalled $340,632,140. Collections from
February, 1950, through January,

1951, reflecting business during the

calendar year 1950, amounted to

(Continued on page 4)

18 'Movietime USA'

Star Tours Are Set

Eight "Movietime U. S. A." person-
alities tours have been set for this

spring and exhibitors of 10 exchange
territories have requested tours for

next fall, it was revealed here yester-

day by Arthur L. Mayer, executive
vice-president of the Council of Mo-
tion Picture Organizations.
Tours already set for spring are as

follows : March 16, Oklahoma City

;

April 13, Atlanta; April 20, Albany;
(Continued on page 3)

QP Showmanship Awards
Judges Hear Downing

(Picture on Page 4)

Confidence in the future of motion pictures and recognition of the

contributions being made to that future by the annual Quigley Show-
manship Awards contests were expressed yesterday by Russell Downing,
executive vice-president of Radio City Music Hall, guest speaker at a

luncheon at Toots Shor's here follow-

Name Thalhimer to

Head 30-man TOA
Anti-Tax Committee

Thirty members of the theatre

Owners of America have been named
by Mitchell Wolfson, president, to

serve as a special tax committee,
under the chair-

m a n s h i p of

Morton G.

Thalhimer of
Richmond. The
group was
formed, Wolf-
son said, "for

the purpose
of cooperating

and co-ordinat-

ing our efforts

with the Coun-
cil of Motion
Picture Organ-
izations' com-
mittee on taxa-

tion."

Wolfson said also that "The threat

(Continued on page 5)

Morton Thalhimer

McCleaster Heads
Central Division
Tom McCleaster has been promoted

to division manager of a newly-re-
constituted Central division for 20th
Century-Fox, by Al Lichtman, direc-

tor of distribution for the company.
McCleaster was formerly Indianapolis
branch manager. Ray Moon, who is

(Continued on page 3)

ing- the judging of the 18th annual
Quigley Awards.
A conviction that the industry again

is approaching a "bright period" also

was voiced by Martin Quigley, who
presided at the luncheon which was
attended by more than 50 industry
advertising-publicity-exploitation exec-
utives and other executive guests, most
of whom served as judges for the
showmanship contest.

Qualifying for the final judging
were 65 individual campaigns on pic-

tures entered in the annual contest

conducted by the Managers' Round
Table department of Motion Picture
Herald. Ballots of the judges are now
being counted and winners will be an-
nounced shortly.

Congratulating Quigley for contin-

uing the awards contest, Downing said

he had been impressed by the "wealth
and brilliance" of the ideas in the
campaigns entered in the contest,

which, he said, augurs well for the
future of the industry.

"If the Quigley Awards do no
more than offer an incentive to
the younger showmen," Down-
ing said, "they make a valuable
contribution to the industry."

(Continued on page 4)

NY First-runs Hold
Fairly Good Level
Grosses along Broadway this week

maintained a fairly good level.

Doing well among hold-overs was
"Five Fingers" at the Roxy, which is

also headlining Dorothy Lamour on
stage. A robust $68,000 is forecast

for the third week of the 20th Cen-
(Continued on page 5)

Commons Told US Film Remittances for
1951 Were $24,434,314; Up $5-Millions
London, March 10.—American film remittances from the British

market were up approximately $5,000,000 last year over 1950 remit-
tances, it was disclosed in a written answer today to a House of
Commons question put to the Exchequer.
Total American film remittances for 1951 amounted to £8,726,541,

($24,434,314), compared with £6,993,668 ($19,582,270) in 1950, Com-
mons was told.

Remittances for 1947, the last period during which free con-
vertability of sterling was permitted, amounted to £13,420,362.
In addition to the subsequent imposition of conversion restric-
tions, the pound was devalued in 1950; hence an accurate dollar
comparison is not possible for that year.

B. & K. Head
SaysTVComes
Ahead of Films

/. Balaban Would Show
Films on TV First

Washington^ March 10.—Bala-

ban and Katz president John Bala-

ban said today that if he had to to

make a choice of using a feature

on his television station or for theatre

exhibition he would use it for TV.
"I would favor television," he said.

"Television is a grant and I would
want to protect that grant."

The B. and K. head made this state-

ment in response to questioning by
Federal Communications Commission
counsel James Juntilla, during the

FCC's catch-all Paramount hearing.

Later, under cross-questioning by
Morton Galane, counsel for Allen B.
DuMont Laboratories, Inc., he ampli-
fied his statement to say that this held

not only for one situation, but even if

pictures were offered week after week
for use on TV or in theatres—he

(Continued on page S)

Vote to Reactivate

Chicago Loge 15

Chicago, March 10.—At a meeting
held at the Congress Hotel yesterday
the Motion Picture Salesmen of Chi-
cago voted to reactivate the Chicago
Loge 15 of the Colosseum of the

Motion Picture Salesmen of America.
Most of the Chicago salesmen are back
in the fold but a few still are holding
out. The local Loge seceded from the

Collosseum last summer.
E. L. Goldberg of Paramount Pic-

tures, newly elected president, felt the

move would be fruitful.

Lawyers Guild Aid
To 'Miracle' Appeal
Washington, March 10.—

A

"friend of the court" brief
has been filed at the Supreme
Court by the National Law-
yers Guild in support of "The
Miracle" appeal, the brief ar-
guing that motion pictures
should be protected from cen-
sorship along with the press
and other communications
media. "The Miracle" had
been deprived of a New York
State license by the Board of
Regents because it was al-
legedly "sacrilegious."
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Short-Cut to

Top Court for

Tinky' Case
Austin, Texas, jSIarch 10.

—

Steps were taken today by Texas

theatre manager W. L. Gelling to

test the constitutionality of motion

picture censorship in the U. S. Su-

preme Court.

The action resulted after

Judge H. M. Groves of the

Texas Court of Criminal Ap-

peals refused to sign papers

which would have allowed Gel-

ling to appeal a decision up-

holding his conviction for show-
ing the 20th Century-Fox pro-

duction "Pinky" in violation of

a local censorship ruling in

Marshall, Tex. The judge's

refusal in effect created a

short-cut for the case in its

journey to the high court.

The effect of the technical move
by the Texas court is that Gelling

must get a Supreme Court justice to

sign the appeal papers. Ceiling's at-

torney, Robert L. Park of Beaumont,

Tex., said this would be done imme-
diately.

With the expected signing of the

appeal papers by a high court justice,

the Supreme Court would next con-

sider whether it has jurisdiction in

the case. If the high court then holds

that the case is within its jurisdiction

it will be asked to banish motion pic-

ture censorship as a violation of the

constitutional guarantee governing

freedom of expression.

Gelling, manager of the Paramount
Theatre in Marshall, was fined and

jailed in February, 1950, when he ex-

hibited "Pinky" in defiance of a local

board's order. The conviction subse-

quently was sustained by a county

court and later by the Court of Crim-
inal Appeals.

The appeal plea was filed here by
Park. Associated with Park in the

appeal move was Herbert Wechsler,
Columbia University professor of law,

and Philip J. O'Brien, Jr., of the

legal staff of the Motion Picture As-
sociation of America.

New Studio Policy

Set by Hartman

Hollywood, March 10.—A program
designed to give Paramount studio

employes in all creative phases of pro-

duction a greater awareness of the

problems confronting distributors and
exhibitors was announced here by Don
Hartman, studio production head.

Initial application of the new policy

will iiivolve the company's screen

writers who will be periodically

briefed on Paramount's domestic and
foreign operations, including produc-

tion and emphasizing the sales, distri-

bution and exhibition aspects of studio

functions.

All writers will be given an oppor-
tunity to meet with executives from

Personal Mention
S.\M ECKMAN, managing director

for Loew's International in Great
Britain, tomorrow will sail from here
for England on the S. S. Constitution,

en route to the company's interna-

tional conference in Rome, which will

begin March 23. Arthur Pincus and
Morris Frantz of the home office

international publicity staff, will leave

here tomorrow for Rome via KLM
Airways.

•

Jules Lapidus, Warner Brothers
Eastern and Canadian division sales

manager, is in Pittsburgh and will

return to New York at the end of the

week.
•

Marvin Schenck, Loew's vice-

president, will return to the Coast to-

day following a vacation at Hot
Springs, Ark.

•

Sam Zimbalist, M-G-M producer,

is due back here today from Europe
on the 6". .S". Queen Mary.

r)R. HERBERT T. KALMUS,
'-^ president of Technicolor, Inc.,

will leave Hollywood today for New
York.

•

Martin Davis, assistant ad-publi-

city director of Samuel Goldwn Pro-
ductions, has returned here from the

Coast, while Alfred Crown, sales

vice-president, has returned from
South America.

•

Jack Kirby, Warner Brothers
Southern division sales manager, is

back at his desk here following a two
months absence recovering from a

broken arm.
•

B. G. Kranze, United Artists sales

executive, left here today for a tour

of UA exchanges in Pittsburgh,

Washington and New Haven.
•

Howard Stubbins, co-owner of

Monogram's West Coast franchise,

has returned to his Los Angeles office

following a virus attack.

Church Unit to Cite

Skouras Here Today

Church men and women, educators,

representatives of news and trade

press, and the motion picture indus-

try will gather this afternoon at

the Metropolitan Club here for cere-

monies at which 20th Century-Fox
president Spyros P. Skouras will ac-

cept the Protestant Motion Picture

Council's 1951 award for "The-
Picture-of-the-Year, "David and
Bathsheba."

Dr. Daniel Poling of the Christian

Herald Association will make the

presentation to Skouras. The list of

notables invited includes Paul Heard
of the Protestant Film Commission

;

Dr. H. H. McConnell and Arthur
Austin of the National Council of

Churches ; Dr. Renold Bridges, co-

executive director of the National

Council of Churches ; Dr. Leiper,

World Council of Churches ; Rabbi
William F. Rosenbloom of Temple
Israel, who will deliver the invoca-

tion; Dr. Everett C. Parker, Yale
University

;
Henry H. Ragatz, Amer-

ican Bible Society; Dr. Emory Ross,

Foreign Missions Board; E. C. Shaw,
American Baptist Convention, and Dr.

Erich F. Voehringer, World Council

of Christian Education, and Joyce
O'Hara, Ralph D. Hetzel and Arthur
H. De Bra of the MPAA.
Following the presentation, Skouras

will address the gathering on the sub-

ject of "Religion and Motion Pic-

tures."

Day Services Today
Cleveland, March 10. — Funeral

services for William N. Day, Jr.,

owner of the Grand Theatre in Drm-
kirk, Ohio, will be held tomorrow.
The veteran exhibitor died of a cere-

bral hemorrhage.

the home office and foreign branches,

as well as with exhibitors who visit

the studio. In addition, they will be

invited to attend top-level meetings to

discuss general distribution policies.

MGM Field Men to

See 7 New Films

Hollywood, March 10.—Seven new
pictures to be released between now
and the end of the year will be shown
to M-G-M field promotion divisional
heads during their three-day visit

here for studio conferences. Six of
the films have color in Technicolor.
The men will attend special screen-

ings of "Singin' in the Rain " the
Technicolor musical which will have
its world premiere at Radio City
Music Hall, and "Carbine Williams,"
which stars James Stewart. Other
films to be shown include "The Merry
Widow," "Lovely to Look At," "Ivan-
hoe," "Scaramouche" and "Skirts
Ahoy !" all in Technicolor.
Howard Dietz, ad-publicity vice-

president
; Howard Strickhng, studio

publicity head; Dan S. Terrell, ex-
ploitation manager, and other studio
executives are meeting with the men
from the field, setting tentative plans
for mass penetration.

Attending, in addition to Dietz and
Terrell from the field and home of-

fice are Emery Austin, Atlanta ; Ar-
thur Canton, New York; E. B. Cole-
man, Dallas ; Ivan Fuldauer, Des
Moines ; E. C. Pearson, Cleveland

;

Ted Galanter, San Francisco.

'Quo Vadis' Display

Presented by NSS
National Screen Service held a press

preview here yesterday of displays

especially prepared for M-G-M's "Quo
Vadis." The display lined the walls of

Toots Shor's third floor banquet hall.

In addition to trade press members,
executives of M-G-M and N.S.S.
were present.

Among the displays was a giant

three-dimensional, seven-foot cut-out

standee, numerous murals, mats of

newspaper ads, heralds, giant press

books, lobby cards, etc.

$1,845,000 Paid
In Film Dividends
Washington, March 10.

—

Publicly-reported cash divi-

dend payments by motion pic-

ture companies amounted to
$1,845,000 in January, com-
pared to $1,849,000 in January
1951, the Commerce Depart-
ment reports.

Preliminary Talks

On French Pact Fri.

Washington, March 10.— Initial

discussions looking toward renegotia-

tion of the French-American film pact

will be held here Friday.
Top officials of the Motion Picture

Association of America and the Soci-

ety of Independent Motion Picture

Producers will meet with Harold F.

Linder, Deputy Assistant Secretary of

State for Economic Affairs, and with
other Department officials. President
Eric A. Johnston and vice-presidents

John McCarthy and Joyce O'Hara
will represent the MPAA, while James
A. Mulvey will speak for SIMPP.

To Discuss Line

The meeting will discuss the best

time for actually starting talks with
the French, the line to be followed,

and other problems. Both industry and
government officials here have been
long reported as wanting to wait until

the very last moment to actually start

the new talks, on the theory that the
French economic-political situation at

present will lead the government to

be "tougher" on American film com-
panies than it might at some later

date, when the situation has im-
proved.

John Lewis Cass, 51
Hollywood, March 10.—John Lew-

is Cass, 51, a veteran of almost 30
years in the film industry, died last

week in Santa Monica. For the past

19 years Cass had been a sound tech-

nician with RKO Pictures. He is

survived by the widow, Florence, and
a son, William.

NEW YORK THEATRES

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL
Rockefeller Center

CECIL B. DsMILLE'S

"THE GREATEST SHOW
ON EARTH"

color by TECHNICOLOR
plus

SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION

WALT DISNEY'S

SNOW WHITE
and the SEVEN DWARFS

Color by Technicolor
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Review
"Flesh and Fury'
( Universal Pictures)

FAST AND FURIOUS, a la fisticuffs in the ring, is "Flesh and Fury," a
very marquee-marketable product for showmen who know what to do with

the names of Tony Curtis (remember "The Prince Who Was a Thief?), Jan
Sterling, Mona Freeman, Wallace Ford, Connie Gilchrist and Katherine
Locke.
The story takes a deaf-mute boxer, Tony Curtis, through a series of very

exciting, very realistic prizefights, the net economic results of which make him
the monetary pawn of glad-hander, party-loving (but "dummy"-hating) Jan
Sterling. The good-natured, longing-for-affection Tony is impressed by Jan's
attention, but he learns, eventually, that Jan's attention and misunderstood
affection were pointed in the direction of the purses which Tony received from
the bouts that he won with uncanny frequency.

The real romance culminates with the always-sympathetic Mona Freeman,
after Tony, in the big Welterweight Championship fight, takes a terrific shel-

lacking—what a fight—bounces back from the grogginess of the canvas,
scores a sensational knockout—and learns that little playmate Jan had a big-

dough bet against him, while nearby at the ringside, little Mona's heart was
beating for him.
Leonard Goldstein produced—with an eye toward the box office. Joseph

Pevney directed, with speed, and precision, from Bernard Gordon's convincing-
screenplay, which he wrote from William Allan's story. Particularly profes-
sional in this production is the ringside photography of Irving Glassberg,
ASC. Others in the very capable cast are Joe Gray, Ron Hargrave, Harry
Guardino, Harry Shannon, Harry Raven, Ted Stanhope, and others.

Running time, minutes. General audience classification. March
release. James Cunningham.

NEWS
in Brief • •

National

Pre-Selling

BOB SEAMAN of Look magazine
reports that three years ago, act-

ing on the advice of motion picture

sources. Look concentrated on bring-

ing the magazine to the attention of

theatre owners and managers, from
Coast to Coast. "Results of this cam-
paign were exceptional," he says, "and

our latest check allows us to report

that Look is now read by 80 per cent

of all exhibitors in the country." The
new issue of Look, out today, carries

a full-page, full-color ad from RKO
on "Rancho Notorious" which paral-

lels trade-press advertising now cur-

rent ; and two sponsored pages in

which Debbie Reynolds appears in

full-color for Max Factor, and June
Allyson, in a color page for Lestre-

Creme Shampoo.
•

A particularly fine full-page pic-

ture of Yvonne DeCarlo, with

credit to her appearance in War-
ner Brothers' "The San Francisco

Story" has been set as a full-page

ad by Lux Soap in seven national

magazines for April, following the

initial appearance in This Week
last Sunday. The portrait page is

scheduled to appear in Ladies'

Home Journal, McCall's, Woman's
Home Companion, Faweett maga-
zines. True Story and Woman's
Day, with a total national reader-
ship of 100,000,000. The picture is

set for national distribution begin-
ning April 9.

•

The world premieres of Universal's
"Flesh and Fury" in New Orleans,
and "Steel Town" in Detroit, both
scheduled for this week, will launch
the most intensive two months of pro-
motional activity in U-I history, with
tours of stars and featured players
to key and sub-key cities. Tony Cur-

ttis and Jan Sterling are participating

in the opening of "Flesh and Fury"
in New Orleans on Wednesday, while
Ann Sheridan, John Lund and How-
ard Duff, stars of "Steel Town," are
taking part in the ceremonies in De-
troit on Thursday. Following, both
groups will hit other key cities and
come into New York for radio and
television, national press and maga-
zine activities.

Walter Brooks

McCleaster Heads
(Continued from page 1)

now a Universal sales executive, was
formerly in the 20th-Fox Central divi-

sion post.

McCleaster will make his head-

headquarters in Cleveland with

branches in Detroit, Cincinnati and

Indianapolis also coming under his

supervision. The Chicago office, pre-

viously a part of the Central division,

will operate under branch manager

Tom Gilliam, independent of divisional

guidance and will be directly super-

vised from the home office.

William T. Keith, formerly sales-

man in the New Orleans exchange

will become Indianapolis branch man-
ager replacing McCleaster in that

post.

Another Promotion

Another promotion is the appoint-

ment of Victor Beattie as Calgary

branch manager. Beattie, who was a

salesman in Toronto, replaces Vern
Skorey, who at his own request, has

been transferred to the United States

as a salesman in the Minneapolis ex-

change.

18 Star Tours Set
(Continued from page 1)

April 27, Buffalo and Virginia; May
11, Memphis; May 18, Milwaukee;
June 22, Salt Lake City.

Tours will be held in the fall in

territories served by New Haven, In-

dianapolis, Washington, New Orleans,

Dallas, St. Louis, Minneapolis, De-
troit, Des Moines and Seattle.

Exhibitors in several additional ter-

ritories have expressed a desire to

hold Movietime tours, but have not

yet set dates, Mayer said.

Warner Theatres List

7 for Sale in Chi,
Chicago, March 10. — Warner

Brothers Theatres yesterday adver-

tised seven of their 12 Chicago thea-

tres for sale. The ad, which ran in

the Chicago Tribune on the financial

page, listed the Avalon, Capitol, Cos-

mo, Chatham, Ogden, Shore and

Stratford theatres.

SAG Invites Producers
Hollywood, March 10.—^Screen

Actors Guild invited 60 television film
producers, non-members of any pro-
ducers association, to meet with a
Guild committee March 24 to insti-

tute negotiations for a new contract.

SAG negotiations with Alliance of

Television Film Producers starts

March 19.

Loew's Woodside Theatre in Queens
has been bought by St. Sebastian's

Roman Catholic Church. As soon as

re-construction contracts can be let

the house will be remodeled and con-
verted into a church.

Sale of the property was a step by
Loew's to comply with the terms of

the consent decree.

:•]

Over $700,000 of the Cinerama, Inc.,

five per cent convertible debentures,

offered to the public recently have
been sold, a spokesman for the under-
writing firm of Gearhart, Kinnard &
Otis, Inc., disclosed here yesterday.

The total debentures offering was
$1,000,000.

Cinerama holds the rights to exploit

and use the Vitarama process which
aims to obtain three dimensional per-
ception and perspective by peripheral

vision,
'•:

Albany, N. Y., March 10.—Mas
Friedman, chief booker for Warner
Theatres upstate since 1935, has re-

sigmed. He worked for the Blank cir-

cuit in Des Moines and for Warner
in Pittsburgh, before coming to Al-
bany. Lawrence Lapidus, assistant

booker here for two years and prior

to that a Warner employee in Phila-

delphia and Newark, will succeed
Friedman. He is the son of Jules

Lapidus, Warner Brothers division

manager.
Helen Wisper, former head booker

in the 20th Century-Fox branch, suc-

ceeds Lapidus.

JUDY
HOILIDAY

in Co/umb/a's

MARRYIN6
Kind /

Francis M. Winikus, national di-

rector of advertising, publicity and
exploitation for United Artists, en~

joyed one of the special privileges of

radio broadcasting when he spoke
over a closed circuit to executives

and program managers of 450 Mutual
Broadcasting System with reference

to the month-long, national promotion

of "The Green Glove," which is the

network's selection as the "Movie
Mystery of the Month" and an up-

coming United Artists release, kick-

ing off at the RKO Grand Theatre in

Cincinnati.
•

Family Circle magazine, with a
circulation of 3,500,000, announces
the following "Screen Awards" in

its current March issue: Vivien
Leigh is the best actress; Marlon
Brando, the best actor; Kim
Hunter the best supporting actress
and Elia Kazan, the best director.

All are credited with contributions
to the outstanding qualities of
Warner Brothers' "A Streetcar
Named Desire."
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4% B.C. Dip
(Continued from page 1)

$355,679,176, slightly more than

$15,000,000 greater.

The total for the year became
known yesterday when the Bureau
made public its figures for January
collections. It said general admission

tax collections in January, 1952, re-

flecting December, 1951, business,

amounted to $22,853,932, more than

$4,000,000 below the $26,865,033 col-

lected in Januar}'," 1951, from Decem-
ber, 1950, business.

This was the sharpest drop below
the a-j-ear-ago figures since March
of last year. Ever since March,
either the current month figure has

been above that of the previous year

or it has been no more than $2,000,-

000 or $3,000,000 below. The Octo-

ber collection figure, for example,

was more than $2,000,000 ahead of

October, 1950. The November figure

was down slightly more than $3,000,-

000, while the December figure was
off only about $600,000.

Total admission tax collections in

January, including roof garden and
cabaret taxes and various over-

charges as well as general admission
collections, amounted to $26,634,691.

No 'Andersen' Deal Yet
No distribution for Samuel Gold-

wyn's "Hans Christian Andersen" has
been set, James A. Mulvey, president

of Goldwryn Productions, declared here
yesterday upon his return from Holly-
wood where the Danny Kaye film is

now being shot. Goldwyn, whose re-

leasing deal with RKO expires in

June, recently conferred with United
Artists executives on "Andersen" dis-

tribution.

Teachers to Hear North
Composer Alex North will speak at

the fourth session of the in-service

course for teachers given by the Or-
ganization of the Motion Picture In-

dustry for the City of New York, in

cooperation with the New York Board
of Education, this afternoon, at the

High School of Performing Arts.

Fly to fun and relaxation on a

in the Sun Country

You're only hours away, by TWA, from
Phoenix, Las Vegas, Southern California.

Big savings with TWA's Family Half-

Fare Plan and Sky Tourist flights. See
your trovel agent or call TWA.

rflAf/f WORLD AIRllNtS

U.S.A. BUkOPC • AfKICA • ASIA

Quiylcy Publications tkoto

RUSSELL BOWING, executive vice-president of Radio City
Music Hall, photographed while addressing the luncheon yester-

day at Toots Shor's Restaurant here for judges of the 18th annual
Quigley Showmanship Awards. Flanking the speaker, who is seen
standing at the dais, are, left to right: Charles Einfeld, advertising-
publicity vice-president of 20th Century-Fox; Robert Mochrie, dis-
tribution vice-president of RKO Pictures; Martin Quigley and
Herman Robbins, president of National Screen Service.

Exchange Help
{Continued from page 1)

Showmanship Awards
{Continued from page 1)

He recalled that the 1948 Awards
winner, Charles Hacker, had come to

the attention of Radio City Music
Hall by that means and had been em-
ployed by the theatre, in consequence.

"He has proved a valued asset to the

Alusic Hall," Downing said.

He cited factors essential to suc-

cessful operation in this industry which

are common to all businesses—a good

product, fairly priced, attractively ad-

vertised, and presented in comfortable

surroundings with service that com-
mends itself to the public.

Elaborates on Services

Elaborating on the services which

theatres can and should offer the pub-

lic. Downing described the training of

Music Hall employes and the supply-

ing of special services and equipment

to the handicapped patron. He read

letters of appreciation from theatre

patrons and rejected the assumption

that the Music Hall is unique in being

able to afford and extend special serv-

ices.

"It is more difincult to put personal

warmth into a 6,000-seat theatre than

it is into a smaller one," he said.

Downing said the services have paid

for themselves many times over and
have built immense goodwill for the

Music Hall.

"Your patrons should be regarded

as guests in your house," he advised.

"If they're not treated that way, they

will have guests in their houses seeing

television."

From the campaigns exhi-
bited, Downing said he was con-
vinced that excellent product
is on the way and that it will

be well advertised.

"With good theatres and good serv-

ice therein, the industry will be kept
prosperous for many, many years," he
said.

Downing also congratulated Quigley

on the inauguration of the "Herald

dent union, the Colosseum of Motion
Picture Salesmen of America.
The present lATSE contract em-

bracing front and back office exchange
workers in all parts of the country
except New York, San Francisco and
Portland, Ore., was negotiated by the

"lA" international in New York. It

will expire in December of this year.

Contracts for the three exchange cen-

ters mentioned are negotiated sepa-

rately on local levels. The pact cov-

ering San Francisco and Portland was
said to have been signed recently with

a granting of sizeable increases, but

only after Harry Bridges' Maritime
Union made an attempt to take over
the locals.

It is the opinion in labor circles

here that if the national unit of "lA"
exchange workers affiliated with a

rival labor union prior to the expira-

tion of their contract a jurisdictional

dispute would be created since the

National Labor Relations Board has

ruled that film exchange work comes
under the jurisdiction of the "lA."

The policy of Richard F. Walsh,
lATSE international president, has

been to initiate negotiation of an ex-

change contract on a national basis

only after taking a poll of exchange
locals. Each time the contract has

expired during the past decade a ma-
jority of the locals has voted for the

international office to handle the ne-

gotiations.

Institute of Industry Opinion," which
he said, is proving a valued guide to
the answers to problems now besetting
the industry.

Turning Toward Bright Period

Asserting that he feels the industry

is turning toward a new, bright pe-
riod, Quigley said that much is de-
pendent on the whole range of indus-

try public relations. The annual Show-
manship Awards, he pointed out, make
a contribution to that, as well as ful-

filling their original intent, to enrich
motion picture showmanship.

Quigley introduced Walter
Brooks, editor of the Managers
Round Table department; three
previous grand award winners
who were present, Harry Gold-
berg of Warner Theatres; Lige
Brien of United Artists, and
Hacker, and these out-of-town
showmen who attended the
luncheon: Emil Bernstecker of
Wilby - Kincey Theatres, At-
lanta; Larry Grabern of Can-
adian Odeon Theatres, and
James Nairn of Famous-Players
Canadian circuit, the latter two
from Toronto.

Others present, in addition to repre-

sentatives of Quigley Publications, in-

cluded :

Paul Ackerman, director of advertising-

and publicity, Paramount International;
Leon Bamberger, sales promotion mana-
ger, RKO Radio; Fortune Baronat, direc-

tor of publicity, Universal International

;

Martin Bennett, manager, RCA theatre
ef|uipment sales; David Blum, director of

publicity, Loew's International; Sid Blum-
enstock, advertising manager, Paramount
Pictures; Leon Brandt, director of adver-
tising and publicity, Lopert Films; Rodney
Bush, exploitation executive; 20th Century-
Fox; Samuel Cohen, foreign publicity di
rector. United Artists; Hy Daab, publicity
and advertising director, Selznick Studio.

Also, Alfred E. Daff, director of world
sales. Universal International; Martin S
Davis, publicity department, Samuel Gold-
wyn Productions; George F. Dembow, vice
president. National Screen Service; Oscar
A. DooB, general theatre executive, Loew's

' Theatres; Charles Einfeld, vice-president

Attempts to reach Richard F.

Walsh, lATSE president, in New
York yesterday for comment on the

reported move of exchange workers

were unsuccessful.

in charge of advertising-publicity, 20th Cen-
tury-Fox Films; Ernest Emerung, adver-

tising-publicity director, Loew's Theatres;
Ly.nn Farnol, special representative. Mo-
tion Picture Industry of the City of New
York; William C. Gehring, executive as-

sistant general sales manager, 20th Century-
Fox; Melvin L. Gold, director of adver-
tising-publicity. National Screen Service;
Monroe Greenthal, Greenthal Co.

Also, Ben H. Grimm, advertising man-
ager, RKO Radio Pictures; William J.
Heineman, vice-president in charge of dis-

tribution, United Artists; John Joseph,
Eastern publicity director, Loew's; Jerry
Keyser, foreign publicity manager, Warner
Brothers International; Mori Krushen, ex-

ploitation manager. United Artists; Howard
R. Le Sieur, director of advertising and
publicity, Columbia Pictures; Lawrence H.
LiPSKiN, assistant to the president, Colum-
bia International; Jeff Livingston, Eastern
advertising manager, Universal; Fred
Lynch, director of publicity-advertising.
Radio City Music Hall; Harry K. McWil-
liams, exploitation manager, Columbia Pic-
tures.

Also, Harry Mandel, national director of
advertising-publicity, RKO Theatres; Sid-
ney Mesibov, director of exploitation. Para-
mount; John J. O'Connor, Universal Pic-
tures vice-president; Don ]?rince, director
of publicity, RKO Radio; Charles M.
Reagan, general sales manager, Loew's;
Herman Roebins, president. National
Screen Service; Montague Salmon, man-
aging director, Rivoli theatre; Sidney
ScHAEFER, director of media and printed
advertising, Columbia Pictures; Charles
SCHLAIFER, Charles Schlaifer Co.; Silas F.
Seadler, advertising manager, M-G-M;
Mead Walworth, sales manager, Westrex
Corp.; Phil Williams, theatrical sales
manager, March of Time; Max E. Young-
stein, vice-president. United Artists.

TO BE SURE
OF (EST QUALITY and QUICK SERVICI

MADE-TO- ORDER
TRAILERS /FILMACK

MGOS, IlL NEW YORK It, N. T. I

rS.Wob«th * 630 Ninth »¥«un«|
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BVay Grosses
(Continued from page 1)

tuo'-Fox film, which will be replaced

on Friday bv "Deadline, U. S. A."

A big S103'.000 is seen for the ninth

inning of "The Greatest Show on
Earth" at Radio City Music Hall.

An estimated 540,000 is due for the

third stanza of "African Queen" at

the Capitol, a gross which is consid-

ered fine.

"Belle of Xew York" opened to_a

healthy initial week's gross of S27,-

000 at'Loew's State. The first stanza

of "Bugles in the Afternoon" at the

Warner, is expected to hit only a fair

$28,000.

Among the newer films, "Hoodlum
Empire" at the Globe is expected to

rack up a more than satisfactory S20,-

000 for its first week.
At the Paramount, "Boots ^Malone"

bows in tomorrow, with Ella Fitzger-

ald featured on stage, replacing "This

Woman Is Dangerous, " which is esti-

mated to do a good 350,000 for its

second and final week.

Parents and children are still flock-

ing to see the reissue of "Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs" at the Cri-

terion where a strong S25,000 is fore-

cast for the third week. The 18th

week of '"Quo Vadis" at the Astor is

expected to rack up a solid $22,000.

At the Mayfair. a nice $27,000 is seen

for the sixth inning of "Sailor Be-

ware."
"Mva Zapata" at the Rivoli is hold-

ing up well with $18,000 estimated

for the fifth week. "The Marrying
Kind"' will have its premiere at the

Victoria on Thursday. replacing

"Death of a Salesman," which is ex-

pected to complete its 12-week run

with a fairly good $11,500.

Among off-Broadway houses, "Cry,

the Beloved Country" at the Bijou

is forecast to rack up a healthy

$8,000 for its seventh inning, while

"The Lavender Hill" mob at the Fine
Arts Theatre is due for a solid $5,700

for its 21st stanza.

Also doing well is "The Woman in

Question" at the Park Avenue The-
atre with $5,200 seen for the third

and final week. It will be replaced

on ^Monday b^- "Just This Once." An-
other good grosser is "Royal Journey"
at the Guild Theatre where a second
week is expected to hit a big $10,500.

"The River." which is now on a

continuous run policy at the Paris,

is indicated to roll up a nice $8,000

for its 27th week. A fair S3. 100 is

seen for the third inning of "Xavajo"
at the Baronet.
"Love Is Better Than Ever" at

the 52nd Street Trans-Lux is heading
for an all right $7,000 for its initial

week, while a fair $3,700 is forecast

for the fifth inning of "The ^vlagic

Garden" at the 60th Street Trans-
Lux.

Says TV Comes First
(Continued from page 1)

would still use them on television.

"I will always favor television as

long as I have a license," he explained.

"I know that I have a grant of a

license. I know that in order to con-

tinue to have that grant from the gov-

ernment I have certain obligations to

secure for that medium the best enter-

tainment possible."

Earlier, in discussing the closing of

more than 90 theatres in Chicago dur-

ing the past year, Balaban character-

ized them as in the "fringe" section,

without up-to-date equipment and seat-

ing. His firm's theatres were not

affected, he said, nor were any modern,

well-run houses. Television may have

been a factor in their closing, he said,

because television was "making people

staj^ at home," and with increased

admissions and parking prices, people

were "more selective about going to

the movies."

He added, however, that he
thought movies and television

were "compatible," and that the
movies would not be too badly
afifected by video. He thought
it would be like radio," he ex-
plained, when radio stars built

up the market for movies and
movie stars built up the radio
market.

Balaban told FCC hearing examiner
Leo Resnick that at one time or an-
other B. and K. had been offered a

lease on "nearh- every theatre in Chi-
cago" and others as far away as

Milwaukee. "We were hard-working
and we were regarded as good show-
men," he said.

Asked by Galane whether he would
continue to "divert product da^' after

dav" to his television station, even

New Palace Theatre Bill

Will Open Here Today

"Foodini the Great." Hope and
Morey Bunin's puppet creation, will

open at Xew York's Palace Theatre
today, with the new show headed by
Olsen and Johnson. The Palace de-

SALESMEN
Experience non-theatrical field. To
work from their own exchange cen-

ters. Unusual opportunities for right

type of manpower.

Box 301, MOTION PICTURE DAILY,
1270 Sixth Ave., New York 20, N. Y.

though it would mean "the destruction
of 3-our theatre houses investment,"
Balaban said that such a situation

could never happen. When Galane
pressed for an answer, however, Bala-
ban replied that he would. "I would
alwa3-s favor television," he reiterated
"because I have to protect that grant."

Balaban estimated the B. &
K. theatre investment as "three
or four times more" than the
investment in WBKB, its tele-
vision station. Galane wanted
to know what would happen to
the stockholders' investment in
the theatres if a time came
when feature pictures were
readily available to TV and
Balaban used them on WBKB.
"If that time comes," Balaban an-

swered, "and the theatres in this coun-
try can't compete with television

—

I'm only a small part of the theatres
in this country—they'll all go out of
business."

Balaban insisted that "the conditions
that exist at the time" would make
him decide what to do about putting

a picture on television or on a movie
screen.

"We're only one station in Chicago
presently," he said, "as against four.

\Vhen the unfreeze takes place there'll

be more. We won't be the determining
factor in taking pictures for television.

If I don't take the picture, some one
else will. So I have to take it. If

someone else takes it. it still affects

our theatres."

Shortlv before the hearing ended
for the ' day, Walter Gross. UPT
director and general counsel, took the
stand to go into the phases and details

of divestiture.

Anti-Tax

Two Theatres TV
Kansas Cage Game
Kaxs.as City, Mo., March 10.—

Two theatre-T\" equipped Common-
wealth Theatres reportedh^ racked up
excellent grosses on last Friday's non-
exclusive telecasting of the Kansas
Universit\"-Kansas State College bas-

ketball game.
At the Ashland Theatre here, with

1,200 seats, the house was nearly full.

There are about 200,000 TV sets in

the Kansas City area. At the Law-
rence, Kan., Granada, the 900-seat

theatre was filled to capacity.

but follows announcement by Paul
White, president of Proctor Syndica-

tions International, that his firm had
engaged Bunin and Foodiui on a 20-

year T\'-film production-distribution

exclusive.

Para. Theatre Books
U-T's "Bend of the River"

Universal-International's "Bend of

the River" has been booked into the

Paramount Theatre here for Easter,

opening April 9, Charles J. Feld-

man, domestic sales manager, dis-

closed yesterday.

It will be combined with a stage bill

headlining Billy Eckstine.

Order Readied for
Lakeland Situation
The X'ew York Statutory Court

yesterday- indicated that it was in favor
of granting the Department of Jus-
tice's bid in the Lakeland. Fla., decree
situation which called upon L'nited

Paramount Theatres to divest either

the Polk or the Palace theatre. The
court asked L'PT attorney George
Gallantz and government attorney Phil
Alarcus to confer and agree on an
order which it would sign.

Stockholder's Meet
The annual meeting of Loew's

stockholders will be held April 29 in

Xew York.

(Continued from page 1)

of discriminatory taxation is constant-

ly with us, and I want this committee
to evidence TOA's vigilance and con-

tinuing support of every industry

program for tax relief."

The 29 other members of the TOA
committee are: R. B. Wilbv, Atlanta;

John Rowley, Dallas; F. H. Ricket-

son, Denver ; H. E. Buchanan, Hen-
dersonville, X. C. ; Robert E. Bryant,

Rock Hill, S. C; Morris Loewen-
stein, Oklahoma City ; C. B. Akers,
Tulsa; A. Julian Brylawski, Wash-
ington ; Ed Hyman, Xew York ; Ro-
bert R. Livingston, Lincoln ; Arthur
H. Lockwood, Boston ; Tom Walker,
Xew York ; Mike Comerford, Scran-
ton ; Alfred Starr, Xashville.

Also, M. A. Lightman, Jr., ZMem-
phis

; Jay Solomon, Chattanooga

;

Earl Hudson, Detroit ; Ed Fay, Pro-
vidence : Sam Kirby, Little Rock;
Guthrie Crowe, LaGrange, Ky.

;

Charles P. Skouras, Los Angeles

;

John Balaban, Chicago; Gaston J.

Dureau, Jr., Xew Orleans ; S. H. Fa-
bian, Xew York; Robert AI. Weit-
man, Xew York ; Walter Reade, Jr.,

X'ew York; Myron Blank, Des
]Moines ; Ted R. Gamble, Portland,

Ore., and Harold Fitzgerald, Mil-
waukee.

Xine TOA unit presidents at the
mid-winter meeting of the TOA
board demanded prompt action by the

organization to secure Federal tax
rehef. When the COMPO board, at

its recent meeting in Xew York, pro-

duced a committee of the all-industry

agency to studj- the advisability of

conducting a campaign to reduce the

Federal admission tax, Gael Sullivan,

TOA executive director, indicated a
TOA committee on taxation would
not be named until after the COAIPO
committee reported. Evidently it was
decided meanwhile not to wait.

New Film Process
A process is said to have been de-

veloped b}' which motion picture nega-
tives stored for use in vaults and con-
sidered unusable because of excess
shrinkage, may be reconditioned to

permit making commerciallj- accept-

able prints on continuous contact-

printing equipment. The treatment is

called "Peer-Renu" and a patent is

pending. Peerless Film Processing
Corp. announces.

Jessel, 'Man of the Year*
Hollywood, ^March 10.—The Bev-

erly Hills Lodge of B'Xai B'rith last

night presented George Jessel with a
plaque as "The Man of the Year."

§8,897 for "Fingers"

Washingtox. ^ilarch 10.—A big

$8,897 was registered for the first

week of "Five Fingers" at the Wash-
ington Playhouse.



With extraordinary interest,

our industry is watching

the special pre-release

engagements of THE SNIPER

next month in San Francisco

and Washington and a few

selected cities. So unusual is

the subject matter— and so

exciting is the handling— that

THE SNIPER more than

justifies this interest— and

advertising— thus far in

advance of general release.

w
r Y-

!

I^B A

COLUMBIA PICTURES present A STANLEY KRAMER Company Production

THE SNIPER with Adolphe MENJOU • Arthur FRANZ - Gerald Mohr • Marie Windsor

Frank Faylen • Screen Play by Harry Brown • Associate Producers—Edna and Edward

Anhalt • Directed by Edward Dmytryk
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Reissues Held

Off Market,

Says Snaper
Allied President Cites

'Decline' of Availability

Newark, ^larch 11. — \\'ilbur

Snaper, president of national Al-

lied, today attacked what he de-

scribed as deliberate "narrowing''

of the reissue market by distributors

"in general." The occasion of his

remarks was a meeting of the New
Jersey Allied membership at the

Hotel Douglas here.

Snaper said the availability of re-

issues is being reduced "every day"
to the point that "exhibitors no longer

can book good reissues." The meet-
ing put itself on record as protesting

the dearth experienced in the New
Jersey territory.

According to Snaper, who is presi-

dent of the New Jersey organization

as well as national Allied, reissues

more than two years old cannot be

booked no matter how earnestly the

small, independent theatre owner tries

(Continued on page 6)

Industry Exports

Rose 14% in 1951

Washington-, March 11.—Exports
of practically all types of motion pic-

ture film and equipment—except raw
stock—sent abroad in 1951 were about
14 per cent higher in terms of dollar

value than 1950 exports, according to

Commerce Department film chief Na-
than D. Golden.

Golden put the value of 1951 ship-

(Continned on page 6)

Skouras Reluctant

To TakeCompo Post

Spyros Skouras, president of 20th
Century-Fox, still has not committed
himself to accepting the presidency of
the Council of Motion Picture Organ-
izations, to which he was elected in

absentia on Feb. 21.

While intimates of Skouras say he
is reluctant to accept the post because

(Continued on page 7)

U.K. Theatre Tax in

Jan. Near a Record
London, March 11.—Ampli-

fying its report of last week
on British film and theatre
grosses, the Treasury today
announced that film theatre
entertainment tax collections
for January amounted to £3,-

502,000 (89,805,600), compared
with £2,743,000 ($7,680,400) for
December, 1951.

The January tax total was
the highest since last Au-
gust's record £3,670,000 ($10,-

276,000).

Warners to Tender

200,000 Shares

The Brothers Warner yesterday
disclosed their intention to tender an
aggregate of approximately 200,000

shares of A\'arner Brothers stock in

answer to the company's bid to retire

and cancel an estimated 750,000 shares

of outstanding common.

This is revealed in president Harry
M. Warner's invitation to tender

(Continued on page 6)

Downing, Evans,

Markert, Hacker
Promoted at Hall

Russell V. Downing, executive vice-

president of Radio City Music Hall

Corp., yesterday was elected president

and managing director, it was an-

nounced by G.

S. Eyssell, pres-

ident of Rocke-
feller Center,

Inc. In his new
post. Downing
succeeds Eys-
sell, who will

continue as Mu-
sic Hall board
chairman.
Organiza-

tional promo-
tions efliected at

a board meeting
of the Alusic

Mall Corp. also

advanced three

other executives : Irving Evans, stage

manager, was promoted to vice-presi-

dent and assistant managing director

;

Russell Markert, director of the Rock-
ettes and stage producer, was ap-

pointed vice-president, and Charles

Hacker, administrative assistant, was
(Continued on page 7)

Russell Downing

Religious-Theme Product
Is Profitable: Skouras

Films with a religious theme not only fulfill the spiritual yearning of

motion picture audiences throughout the world, but are profitable at

the box-office, Spyros P. Skouras, 20th Century-Fox president, disclosed

here yesterday.

Use 400 Prints for

'Streetcar' Release

A total of 400 prints will be utilized

by Warner Brothers for the national
release of "A Streetcar Named De-
sire," Ben Kalmenson, distribution

vice-president, has announced.
The picture's national release date

of A'larch 22 will see bookings for all

400 prints, with 375 dates already set,

it was said. These engagements,
which are timed with the national re-

lease date will be kicked-off March 16
at the Warner Theatre, New York,
with an additional 374 following on
successive days.

The disclosure came in an address
by Skouras before the annual lunch-

eon-meeting of the Protestant Motion
Picture Council at the Metropolitan
Club, where the 20th-Fox president

received the Council's 1951 award for

"David and Bathsheba," selected as

the organization's "Picture of the
Year."

Accepting the honoring plaque,

Skouras told the assembled guests
that many more pictures with reli-

gious- themes are either now in pro-
duction or are being planned in

Hollywood.
The significance of the religious

content of motion pictures and their

recognition by a religious group,
Skouras declared, is that a partner-
ship exists between the church and

(Continued on page 6)

UPTFour-year

Theatre TV
Loss $125,000
Total Covers 105 Events,
O'Brien Tells FCC
Washin-gton, March 11.—Unit-

ed Paramount Theatres has lost

considerably more than $125,000 on
its theatre television experiments
in the past four years, UPT secre-

tary-treasurer Robert H. O'Brien said
today.

The total covers 105 theatre tele-

casts in 10 UPT theatres in Chicago,
Minneapolis, St. Paul, Detroit, New
York City and Hammond, Ind. It

includes a loss of almost $45,000 for
49 telecasts in Balaban and Katz the-
atres, the figures for which were pre-
viously published. On the other hand,
it includes only a small portion of the
New York City Paramount theatre's

expenses on theatre telecasts.

O'Brien told the Federal Communi-
cations Commission catch-all Para-
mount hearing, moreover, that the

(Continued on page 10)

See 500Applications

For Video Stations

Washixgton, March 11.—The
Federal Communications Commission
said it expects more than 500 applica-
tions for new television stations to be
filed within 17 months of the time the
TV "freeze" is lifted.

The prediction was given to a
House Appropriations sub-committee
some weeks ago by Wa},-ne Coy, who
at the time was still chairman of the
Commission. His testimony was only
made public today.

Bill to Revise N.Y.

Blue Laws Advances

Albany, N. Y., March 11.—The
Rules Committee Bill, rewriting ar-
ch aic Sunday blue Laws on entertain-
ment and sports had easy sailing to-
day in the Assembly, which adopted it

142 to 0.

HUMPHREY KATHARINE

BOGART • HEPBURN
Produced by S. P. EAGLE

Directed by JOHN J^USTON
Color by TECHNrCOLOR

Wiljfiire nti\
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Personal
Mention
HERBERT J. YATES, Republic

Pictures president, and William
Saal, his executive assistant,

left here for HollyAvood.

have

Belle Meyer has resigned from the

United Artists foreign department to

rejoin Sam L. Seidelman as his ex-
ecutive secretary at Eternal Film
Corp., which he established here re-

cently.
•

Louise Weyrach, secretary to

Max E. Youngstein, United Artists

vice-president, has returned to her
desk following a nine-week leave-of-

absence.
•

D. John Phillips, executive direc-

tor of the Metropolitan Motion Pic-

ture Theatres Association, will return

to New York from Albany tomorrow.
•

William B. Zoellner, head of

M-G-M's short subject and newsreel
sales, will arrive in Los Angeles to-

day from New York.
•

Sam Eckman, managing director

for Loew's International in Great
Britain, has postponed his planned de-

parture from here today for England.
•

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, president

of Technicolor, Inc., postponed his

leaving from Hollywood for New
York from yesterday until Tuesday.

•

Roy Disney, president of Walt
Disney Productions, returned here
from the Coast yesterday.

•

Rube Jackter, assistant general
sales manager of Columbia Pictures,

is vacationing in Miami.
•

Philip Gerard, Universal Pictures
Eastern publicity manager, left here
yesterday for Detroit.

•
Sam Zimbalist, M-G-M producer,

will leave here for the Coast to-

morrow.
•

\'iTTORio Mattea, general manager
of RKO Pictures' office in Italy, is

in New York.
•

Charles P. Skouras, president of
N'ational Theatres, has arrived in

New York from the Coast.

Cowan on *U* Assignment
Phil Cowan, formerly with Eagle-

Lion Pictures, United Artists and
Robert

_
Taplinger, has been engaged

by Universal Pictures for a special

publicity assignment in connection
with the New York premiere of "Bend
of the River" at the Paramount Thea-
tre on April 9.

Set 2 SMPTE Meetings
The Atlantic Coast section of the

Society of Motion Picture and Tele-
vision Engineers will hold a meeting
at the Brooklyn Navy Yard on March
19. The 71st semi-annual convention
will be held at the Hotel Drake in

Chicago on .April 21-25.

Review

is this new M-G-M musical
Debbie Reynolds and Jean

breeze and in color by Tech

"Singin' in the Rain"
(Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)

JAM-PACKED with grand entertainment
starring Gene Kelly, Donald O'Connor^

Hagen. Tuneful, mirthful, fresh as a spring
nicolor, "Singin' in the Rain" has all the eye and ear-pleasing quality one
expects to find in an Arthur Freed production.

Its high level of entertainment derives not only from a zestful cast, rollick
ing tunes and solid platinum production investments, but also from its hilarious
story of what happened inside Monumental Studios when talking pictures
arrived and caught it with its subtitles down. The spoofing reenactment of

the producers' dilemma, the emergency solutions resorted to, the erratic,

early sound-film synchronizations, the dress and music of the mid- 1920s, are
marvelously amusing to behold.

They produce some interesting technical results, too. For instance, you have
silent black-and-white films projected on screens within the framework of

an up-to-the-minute, color production. You have the vagaries of the early

recordings reproduced in a technically perfect production of the moment,
and the heightened effects occasionally approach the hilarious.

Kelly and Miss Hagen are the romantic team of the silent screen era, at

their peak as the great lovers and in the midst of a costume epic, when
sound comes to Hollywood. What to do to save the production? Why, con-
vert it into a talkie, of course.

So the stars take diction lessons and go back on the stages with micro-
phones. The picture is previewed and appears to be the unchallenged claim-
ant to the title of the first and biggest stinker in sound. Chief difficulty

seems to be Miss Hagen's voice, which sounds like a near duplicate of the

one with which Judy Holliday won an Academy Award last year. Now what
to do? Why, turn it into a musical and have an honest-to-goodness voice
dubbed in for Miss Hagen's.
Kelly comes up with Miss Reynolds, for whom he has formed a romantic

attachment, and the picture is completed and acclaimed at its preview. Miss
Hagen balks at the build-up planned for Miss Reynolds by the studio and
demands that her "voice" continue anonymous. With a little help from Kelly,

however. Miss Hagen discredits herself publicly and Miss Reynolds gains her
deserved recognition—and Kelly wins her.

Kelly is in top form and, in addition, shared the direction with Stanley
Donen. Those two also staged and directed the musical numbers. O'Connor's
engaging and vigorous contributions are well-placed in this setting, and ex-
hibitors who fear their patrons are surfeited with familiar faces and person-

alities, should get a load of the enchanting Debbie Reynolds, the beautiful-but-

dumb blonde portrayal of Jean Hagen, and the exotic dancing of Cyd Charisse.

Millard Mitchell is fine in the role of the harried producer, too.

The story and screenplay are by Adolph Green and Betty Comden, sug-
gested by the song, "Singin' in the Rain," by Nacio Herb Brown and Freed,

who also wrote the music and lyrics for the other featured songs. They
include "All I Do Is Dream of You," "Broadway Ballet," "Make 'Em Laugh,"
"You Were Meant for Me," "Fit as a Fiddle," "You Are My Lucky Star"
and "Would You." Musical direction is by Lennie Layton.

A top-notch musical, scoring heavily in all departments, "Singin in the

Rain" is one that will send you home whistling its tunes and smiling after

counting the receipts. Running time, 103 minutes. General audience classifica-

tion. Release date, April 11. Sherwin Kane

Loventhal on Leave
As Nat Levy Aide
Daniel J. Loventhal, assistant to

Nat Levy, RKO Pictures' Eastern
division sales manager, has been
granted a leave of absence, effective

March 22, in order to devote his time

to personal real estate interests. In

addition, Loventhal will resume the

private practice of law, specializing in

film distribution problems.
Loventhal has been with RKO for

SIX years. Prior to his present post

he was in the legal department and
was head of the competitive bidding
department.

DeMille Due Here Today
Cecil B. DeMille's color in Techni-

color "The Greatest Show On Earth,"
will begin its pre-release engagement
in Washington, on Friday at two thea-
tres, the Warner and Ambassador.
DeMille is due here today bv plane
from the Coast and will attend one
of the Washington openings.

Ernest Meyers with
Record Industry Unit

Ernest S. Meyers has been named
counsel to the Record Industry Asso-
ciation of America, Inc. Meyers was
formerly special assistant to the At-
torney General and special counsel to
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion. While at the Department of
Justice he headed up the consent de-
cree section of the anti-trust division
and tried several key cases. He is a
member of the firm of Isseks, Laporte
and Meyers.

Ellis Gets Three Films
Jack Ellis of Ellis Pictures has

acquired for U. S. distribution "Cage
of Gold," co-starring Jean Simmons
and David Farrar and produced by
Michael Balcon in London

;
"Magic

Sword," made in Yugoslavia, and
"Marry Me." J. Arthur Rank film

produced by Bettv Box. The latter has
been booked at the Art Theatre, New
York.

Newsreel
Parade
IfARTHQUAKE in Japan, and the

revolt in Cuba are currently high-
lighted. Other items include Gen.
Eisenhower in Greece and the Schus-
ter murder. Complete contents follozv:
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 22 — Tlie

Schuster murder. Japanese earthquake.
Truman confers with air chief. Eisenhower
in Greece. "Voice" ship ready. Jet ace
Major James Jabara tells what it takes.
Korea POWs pageant. Clyde Beatty.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 258^RevoIt
in Cuba. Japanese earthquake. New York
honors Jerusalem mayor. "Human seal."
Germans jest at world problems. Scourge
hits Canadian cattle. Sports. Baseball.
Scooter-race.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 59-Earth-
quake in Japan. Gen. Eisenhower in
Greece. Workmen in disguise. Paris
fashions. Arnold Schuster killing. Heligo-
land begins era of peace.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 11-A—Arnold
Schuster slain. Railroad strike. Japanese
earthquake. Stratojets in production in
Kansas. New power for Chilean industry.
Spanish hunt.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. S4Z-Jap earth-
quake. Cattle destroyed in Canada because
of disease. Eisenhower in Greece. Seeds
of demociacy in California. Parisian styles.
Lion tarners in Holland. Pie tossing.
Dodgers in training.

WAFtNER PATHE, NEWS, Nol 61 —
Japanese earthquake. Middies honor West
Point Cadets. Water power harnessed in
Chile. President Truman vacations. Pinay
heads French government. Ski fashions.
Baseball.

Film Executives at

Roxy Birthday Fete

The executive offices at the Roxy
Theatre here were the scene yesterday
of a 25th birthday celebration for the
house.

OflScials of the theatre and of 20th
Century-Fox were joined by trade
press reporters and New York critics
at a buffet luncheon in commemora-
tion of the opening on March 11, 1927,
by Samuel L. (Roxy) Rothafel.
The ceremonies included the unveil-

ing of a four-tier birthday cake and
the singing of "Happy Birthday, Dear
Roxy," by the men's chorus from the
house's stage show. David T. Katz,
Roxy executive director, was host.

Present were Joseph Schenck, Spy-
ros P. Skouras, Charles Skouras, Otto
Koegel, W. C. Michel, Charles Ein-
field, Norman Steinberg, Paul Terry,
W. C. Eadie, William Weiss, Jack
Lang, Clarence Hill, Roger Ferri, Isa-
bel Austen. Sam Rausch, Frank Kelly,
Ann Leary, Gae Foster, Alvin Shirt-
leff, Murray Silverstone, Donald Hen-
derson, and others.

Weisfeldt Named to
UA Foreign Staff
Jerry Weisfeldt, who recently com-

pleted a second tour of duty in the
Army, has been appointed to the Unit-
ed Artists home office foreign staff, it

was announced here yesterday by for-
eign distribution vice-president Arnold
Picker.

Between his two Army stints Weis-
feldt was with 20th Centurjr-Fox, first

as assistant manager in Panama, later
as office manager in the Minneapolis
exchange.
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Pack Attack!
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NATIONAL ADS
in Saturday
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Collier's—plus
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total of
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.

50,000 STAGE
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made the
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hit than
"Oklahoma!"
or "Life With ^

Father"!
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everywhere who
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it and will
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singing-est

picture. Hear
'em on the air!

Top tune

'Marshmallow
Moon" one

of 'em!
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reactions of

reviewers

ALAN YOUNG
AND

ROBERT MERRILL
big names

—
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ties! "Young
perfect!" (Herald)

"Merrill clicks
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T.R.
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Reissues Held
(Continued from page 1)

Warners Tender Stock
(Continued from page 1)

to secure aged product that has a

reputation for achieving good returns

at the box-office.

In the opinion of the national Al-

lied president, Walt Disney features

cannot properly he labelled reissues

no matter how old they are. Every
seven years, he said, "Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs" can be re-

garded as a new picture, for there is

always a new generation of young-

sters emerging. On the other hand,

he said, there is no apparent explana-

tion for the non-availability of old

Judy Garland pictures, which, in

Snaper's view, can accurately be

identified as first-rate reissue prod-

uct.

The Nev^' Jersey membership meet-

ing, which was preceded by a board
meeting presided over by Irving Dol-
linger, was the scene of bitter ex-

pressions of resentment against dis-

tributors who sell their theatrical pic-

tures to television, Snaper reported.

Sid Stern of the Aldon Circuit was
named chairman of a committee which
will line up "kiddie talent" for stage

.shows in the New Jersey theatres as

a means of off -setting, if possible, the

bux-office decline. William Basle

was named to handle promotion work
in this connection.

Snaper announced that he sent in

behalf of Allied a letter of congratu-
lations to Roy O. Disney, president of

Walt Disney Productions, on the lat-

ter's recent published announcement
that Disney films would not be sold

to TV.

stock sent to stockholders of the cor-

poration. For the second redemption

of stock since last fall, the board of

directors has appropriated $10,000,000

and fixed a maximum price of $15

per share for purchasing the stock.

The purchase of 200,000 shares of

stock owned by the Brothers Warner
and their families would reduce their

holdings from 1, 124,298 shares to

924,298 shares, still approximately 25

per cent of the WB shares to be out-

standing. Using the $15 per share

maximum as the base for figuring,

the Brothers Warner would be paid

$3,000,000 for the cancellation of their

stock, providing all of it was accepted,

the offering price, too, could be less

than $15 per share.

Tenders Irrevocable

The letter to stockholders stated

that tenders must be received by the

Guaranty Trust Co. of New York
Co. of New York, agent for the cor-

poration, on or before 3 :00' P.M.
April 4, 1952. All tenders at a lower

price will be accepted before any

tenders are accepted at a higher price,

it was said. The tenders are irrevoc-

able.

Last fall, WB appropriated $15,-

000,000 and bought up slightly over

1,000,000 shares of the maximum price

of $15 per share.

In an accompanying financial state-

ment, the net profit for the second
quarter ending March 1, 1952 was es-

timated "substantially less" than the

net profit of $2,014,000 earned dur-

ing the corresponding quarter last

year. However, it was pointed out,

that the net profit for the six months
ending at the same date is estimated
not to vary substantially from the

net profit for the six months ending"

Feb. 24, 1951.

Divestiture Progress

Regarding the progress made in

the divestiture of theatres, stockhold-

ers were informed that since Dec. 31,

1951, contracts have been entered into

for the sale of seven theatres owned
in fee including two theatres required
to he divested pursuant to the consent
judgment. The aggregate sale price

for the seven theatres, the report
stated, was $906,000 which represents

a profit of $20,000.

Four leased WB theatres have been
sub-let and one theatre owned in fee

has been leased, all five of which the-

atres were subject to the divestiture

provisions of the consent decree, the
report continued. The corporation
said that in addition to those theatres

that must be divested, WB is nego-
tiating for the sale of a substantial

number of other theatres.

The letter stated that all stockhold-
ers of record on March 3, 1952' will

receive the dividend payable April
4, 1952 whether they do or not do not
tender stock pursuant to the invita-

tion.

Industry Exports
(Continued from page 1)

ments at $27,547,416, compared to

$24,116,022 for 1950 exports.

Much of the increase was due to

greater physical volume of shipments

of some items, but some of the in-

crease was undoubtedly due to price

increases.

Golden said that higher exports of

35mm. feature films and 16mm. films

and equipment were "noteworthy." He
added that the continued increase in

foreign shipments of 16mm. films,

cameras and projectors — which
reached record levels last year — "is

an indication of the much larger use

of 16mm. entertainment films reported

throughout the world."

Feature Export Mounted

Exports of exposed or developed
features amounted to 323,836,500 feet,

nominally valued at $10,051,858, in

1951, Golden said. In 1950, the ship-

ments were 271,523,804 feet, valued at

$8,314,044. Shipments of 35mm. nega-
tive features jumped from 9,80^,241

feet, nominally valued at $621,198 in

1950, to 10,996,716 feet, valued at

$647,787 in 1951. Shipments of 35mm.
positive features went from 235,875,-

408 feet, nominally valued at $6,899,-

053, to 274,779,507 feet, valued at $8,-

209,444.

Raw stock shipments increased in

dollar value but fell in terms of vol-

ume. Shipments in 1950 were put at

319,096,985 feet, valued at $6,208,500.

The 1951 volume dropped to 298,028,-

808 feet, but the value increased to

$7,095,959. Shipments of 35mm. posi-

tive, 16mm. positive and 8mm. posi-

tive fell in terms of both value and
volume. Shipments of all three sizes

of negative raw stock rose in both
linear feet and dollar value.

Total exports of equipment, includ-

ing cameras, projection equipment and
sound equipment, were valued at $10,-

399,599 last year, about 8 per cent

higher than the 1950 value of $9,-

593,478.

Religious

(Continued from page 1)

screen to combat the threat of Com-
munism, which Skouras described as

"that Godless doctrine which comes
from the Kremlin."

"Let me say that no medium of

communications, among civilized peo-

ple, is more sensitive to the spiritual

aspirations of humanity than the

screen. Indeed, a vast majority of all

motion pictures ever produced have,

in some degree, reflected Christian

morality," Skouras declared.

He called it extraordinary
that from an economic point of

view the most daring current
undertakings of the film indus-
try are "Samson and Delilah,"

"David and Bathsheba," and
"Quo Vadis."

Skouras disclosed that 20th-Fox's
"The Guest," originally intended only

for religious outlets, is now being-

distributed theatrically because of ex-

hibitor demands. 20th-Fox, he con-

tinued, is now preparing films on the

following : The Story of Ruth ; The
Judgement of Solomon ; a theme of

the Good Samaritan and The Merciful
Needle, dealing with euthanasia.

Turning to 20th-Fox's CBS color

theatre Eidophor television system,

Skouras saw that medium, too, being
utilized for religious themes. "We
look to this development to revolu-

tionize present methods of screen en-

tertainment, adding every conceivable

kind of artistry to the motion pictures

as attractions for the theatre-going

public," Skouras said. He added that

Eidophor equipment would arrive here
from Europe on Sunday and that

demonstrations are planned in April.'

Commenting on complaints received

from Protestant groups that religious

films do not sufficiently cover Protes-

tant subjects, Skouras said he ac-

knowledged that the majority of

"purely religious pictures. . . . have
been Catholic subjects." He pointed

out, however, that the situation was
not due to Hollywood's partiality for

any religion and said he would wel-
come pictures on Protestant themes.
"Our purpose," he continued, "is to

fulfill the wishes of our audiences"

for spiritual subjects, "regardless of

whether they are Protestant or Cath-
olic, whether they are based on the

Old or New Testaments."
Tribute to the industry and to

Skouras was paid by Mrs. Jessie M.
Bader, national president of the Coun-
cil, who presided at the luncheon, and
by Dr. Daniel Po.ing of the Christian

Herald Association, who made the

presentation of the plaque.

Ralph D. Hetzel, Jr., head of the

New York office of the Motion Pic-

ture Association of America, appeared
in behalf of Eric Johnston, MPAA
president. Others from the industry

were Charles Einfeld, 20th-Fox vice-

president in charge of advertising-

publicity, and Stirling Silliphant, 20th-

Fox publicity manager.

Mutual Productions
Set New Product

Policy for its first production,
"Models, Inc." was set at Mutual
Productions Corp.'s first international

sales conference held here. Production
heads Jack Dietz and Hal E. Chester
also made plans for future releases,

with immediate production being set

for "Virgin Island Mutiny," "Monster
from Beneath the Sea" and "High
Bridge."

'%\\t Hattratt"
a Feature Production by

the MARCH OF TIME
Narrated by

His Excellency fhe Most Reverend

Fulton J. Sheen
An inspLring story with, magnif-

Lcent scenes of Vatican City

NEWLY EDITED RUNNING TIME 47 MINUTES

Book it Now!
Phil Williams, Theatrical Sales

Manager, March of Time

369 Lexington Avenue

New York 17
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Skouras
{Continued from page 1)

of the pressure of other business, they

feel that he might be urged to do so,

if only for an interim period. It is

being suggested that he might be pre-

vailed upon to serve for six months
or until the next COMPO board
meeting at which a new president

could be elected.

Indications are that some such ef-

fort will be made in the near future.

Skouras was elected president of

COMPO at the board meeting last

month. He was in Zurich, Switzer-

land, on a business trip at the time

and, since his return, has endeavored

to persuade COMPO officials that his

free time is insufficient to do justice

to the post. Efforts to convince him
otherwise may be initiated on the re-

turn to New York of Eric Johnston,

Nicholas M. Schenck, Barney Balaban
and other of Skouras's friends.

Meanwhile, Arthur L. Mayer,
COMPO executive vice-president, who
also is anxious to be relieved of his

duties, has again had to postpone a

planned European trip. Scheduled to

leave early this month, he deferred

his departure once until the end of the

month, and now has set the date back

to the end of April. The COMPO
board proposed that the new president

be given the greatest leeway in the

choice of a successor to Mayer. Hence,
until the presidency is officially filled,

the designation of a new executive

vice-president is in abeyance.

Martin & Lewis Hub
Draw Disappointing

Boston, March 11.—With the one

week, in-person engagement of Dean
Martin and Jerry Lewis scheduled to

wind up at New England Theatres'

Metropolitan here tomorrow night, a

top gross of $75,000 for the engage-
ment is being estimated. This is sub-

stantially below the over $100,000
hoped for in advance. The 4,100-seat

house has been scaled to $1.80 top

for the engagement.
Trade observers here feel that the

price may have held down attendance,
particularly in view of the fact that

the Martin and Lewis starrer, "Sailor
Beware," had approximately 15 book-
ings during the week in the Boston
metropolitan area, and at an average
admission price of 65 cents, evenings.

Some of the film bookings were on the

New England Theatres circuit.

Speakman Elected
C.E.A. President
London, March 11.—W. J. Speak-

man, Liverpool circuit operator, was
elected president of the Cinematograph
Exhibitors Association at its annual
meeting here today. Speakman also is

a director of Monarch Productions
and of an accessory supply firm. He
was formerly vice-president of C. E. A.
and succeeds Harry Mears.

Also elected were J. W. Davies,
vice-president, and E. J. Hinge, treas-
urer. Davies was ciiairman of C. E. A.'s
I^ondon and Home Counties branch in

1948. Hinge, a wartime president of

C. E. A., operates a circuit in the
North of England and has been treas-
urer for many years. W. R. Fuller,
C. E. A. general secretary, recovered
from an extended illness, attended the
meeting and was given an ovation.

JVEWS
in Brief • • •

Carroll Puciato, vice-president of

Realart Pictures and of Jajck Broder
Productions, has returned from Eng-
land, where he negotiated deals for

distribution throughout the Western
Hemisphere for both theatres and
television on a number of pictures, all

recently produced.

•

Hollywood, March 11.—A five-day

advance of dates for national "Mono-
gram Drive-in Week" was announced
here yesterday.

The new date, May 24-30, will co-

incide with a planned national satura-

tion booking of the Walter Mirisch
Cinecolor production, "Wild Stallion,"

which stars Ben Johnson.

•

Trenton, N. J., March 11.—A pub-
lic hearing will be held at the State
House here on Thursday on the pro-

posed bill to legalize bingo-playing in

churches, clubs, etc., for charitable

purposes.

•

John G. McCarthy, Motion Picture
Association of America foreign de-
partment chief, will meet here today
with foreign managers of AlPAA
member companies to review the
French market situation preparatory
to the meeting in Washington on Fri-
day of top officials of the MPAA, the
Society of Independent Motion Picture
Producers and the State Department.

•

A five-man exploitation staff, headed
by Blake McVeigh, field project officer

for 20th Century-Fox's "The Pride of

St. Louis," will leave here this week
for designated headquarters.

Leaving today for the St. Peters-
burg area in Florida will be Stirling
Silliphant, 20th-Fox publicity man-
ager, who will stage a series of special
previews at the Beach Theatre for ma-
jor league ball teams. McVeigh is

now in St. Louis to set up premiere
headquarters. Others in the field in-

clude Mark Kelly.

U, K. Budget Silent
On Admission Tax
London, March 11.—Chancellor of

the Exchequer R. A. Butler's "axe
and tax" budget, presented to Com-
mons today made no mention of the
theatre admission tax. Observers be-
lieve he is prepared to discuss partic-
ulars of the entertainment tax inci-
dence during a later stage of the fi-

nance bill.

Butler's budget imposes drastically
increased prices on essential foods, in-
cluding meat, bread and milk, and
steepens bank credit interest rates, in
addition to the imposition of other
austerities.

Farnol Will Promote
20th's 'Sun Shines'
Twentieth Century-Fox has en-

gaged the Lynn Farnol organization
to work on a long-range publicity and
exploitation campaign for its fortli-
coming color in Technicolor feature
"Wait Till the Sun Shines, Nellie,''
it was announced here by Charles
Einfeld, 20th-Fox vice-president.
The Farnol office will develop plans

to make a national event of the world
premiere.

Downing
(Continued from page 1)

named manager of operations, replac-

ing J. F. Dailey, resigned.

Downing joined Radio City Music
Hall as treasurer in 1933 after serving

as an executive with Tidewater Oil

Sales Corp., Magazine Repeating Ra-
zor Co., Holmes Products, Inc., and
The Prudence Co. He was appointed

executive vice-president of the Hall

in 1948.

Shortly after the opening of Rocke-
feller Center in 1932, Evans became
assistant stage manager of the Center
Theatre. In 1933 he was transferred

to the Music Hall as stage manager
and since then has supervised produc-

tion.

Served in France

Markert served in France with the

U. S. Army during World War I. Up-
on his return to the LInited States he
joined Earl Carroll's "Vanities" as a

dancer and became assistant dance di-

rector. He subsequently spent several

years as a dance director on Broadway
and in Hollywood. He was made a

producer at the Hall in 1934.

Hacker worked for various Milwau-
kee theatres while attending the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, and at 19 he was
appointed manager of the Milwaukee
Fox Theatre. He served with the

Eighth Air Force during World War
II and returned to Milwaukee as dis-

trict manager of Standard Theatres
Management. In 1948, after winning
the Motion Picture Herald-Managers'
Round Table Quigley Silver Award
for showmanship, he came to New
York as administrative assistant at the

Hall.

Mitchell Reelected

N.E. Unit Chairman

Boston, March 11.—Walter Mit-

chell was reelected chairman of the

board of the Independent Exhibitors

of New England at a meeting here

today. Nathan Yamins was reelected

national Allied delegate, and Norman
Classman, who is president of the or-

ganization, was appointed Council of

Motion Picture Organization delegate.

Classman reported to the meeting
on what transpired at the recent

COMPO board meetings in New
York. At a press conference follow-

ing today's meeting, he said many
operators of theatres in New England
are becoming increasingly resentful to-

ward producers who make films avail-

able for TV.
"Old or new films, good or bad, we

in New England are definitely opposed
to their being made available to tele-

vision," he said.

Albany TOA Drive-in
Meeting Tomorrow
Albany, N. Y., March 11.—Com-

mon problems facing drive-ins will be

discussed at a special meeting which
the Albany Theatre Owners of Amer-
ica has called for Thursday.

Executive director L. A. Sumberg,
in a letter inviting owners, operators

and employes to attend, said four sub-

jects will be discussed. One is "an all-

out cooperative advertising campaign,
which will include the use of bill-

boards, the joint purchase, at a sav-

ing, of window cards, poster sheets,

and such."

WHAT A HOLLIDAY!

Judy fo^c^e.)

WHAt\A HOLIDAY. BOOKING!
/

\ Columbia'V f(^co<AMt)

N

S

"THE MARRYING KIND"

FOR EASTER





. . . about magazines and

motion pictures!

Monthly Magazines are continually pre-seUing

their multi-miUion audiences with reviews, articles

and stories about Hollywood personaUties.

That is why Motion Picture advertising in

Monthly Magazines enjoys the highest readership

of all advertising classifications.

Magazines Go to 82.5% of The Nation's Homes
—Everybody Reads Magazines!
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ProgramforVariety
Convention in

Las VegasFinalized

Las Ve(;as, Alarch 11.—The pro-
gram and schedule for the 16th an-

nual convention of \'ariety Clubs In-
ternational in Las Vegas, April 28 to
May 1. is about ready, the work of

Jacob Kozloff, convention chairman
and Ben Goffstein, chief barker of

Tent 39, Las Vegas.
Registration for barkers will start

.Sundc-v, April 27, in the Silver Slip-

per ballroom, and will continue all day
Monday On Monday, April 28 at

1 :00 P.M. the entire group will par-
ticipate in the dedication of the Vari-
ety Club School for Special Educa-
tion. Immediately afterwards the
barkers will be taken to the Silver
Slipper for the opening business ses-

sion while the ladies will be taken
sight-seeing.

An elaborate program of entertain-

ment with many visiting stars from
Hollywood, will start off that phase
of the convention. At 8:00 P.M.
Monday the traditional Canvasmen's
Dinner will be held.

On Tuesday, April 29 registration
will continue and at 10 :00 A.M. the
second business session will get under-
way. In the afternoon a fashion show
is planned for the ladies. At S :00

P.M. a barbeque will be held in the
local Frontier Village, following
which parties will be held in Las
Vegas.

Business sessions will resume on
Wednesday morning and the Hearts
Reports will be read and judged for
the annual Charity Citation Award
to the tent which has done the top
charity job during the year.

Special activities have been planned
for Wednesday afternoon and evening.
On Thursday, May 1, the final day

of the convention, there will be a vote
to select the next convention city and
elect officers. The Humanitarian
Award Banquet will be held in the
evening.

Victor Meyer, 62, Dies
New Orleans, March 11.—Victor

Meyer, 62, manager of the local Or-
pheum for 27 years prior to his retire-
ment in 1948, died here on March 7.

He is survived by the widow, Hetty,
a son, Dennis Camp Meyer of Cara-
cas, Venezuela, and a sister, Mrs.
John Reuther.

11V3 HRS. ONESTOP

3 DC-6 Mainliners daily

TO LOS ANGELES

ON UNITED!

De luxe service aloft, including deli-

cious Moinliner meals at no extra

cost. United's famous flight, "(he

Hollywood," leaves at noon, arrives

at 8:20 p.m. Other DC-6 Mainliners

at convenient hours during the day

and evening.

UNITED AIR LINES
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Televisioii--Radio
Comment and Opinion

/~\ NLY 13 of the nation's 108 television stations reported losses

in 1951, the FCC says. Eight of the 13 were located either in

New York or Los Angeles where there are seven TV stations in

each city. Total TV broadcast revenues for the year came to $239,-

500,000 before taxes, more than double the $105,900,000 taken in in

1950. Radio income dropped to $10,400,000 from $18,700,000 in 1950.

It might be assumed that a half-hour religious program, scheduled
at a time when Milton Berle holds forth on NBC and Frank Sinatra
croons on CBS, doesn't stand much of a chance of attracting an audi-

ence. "Life is Worth Living" over the DuMont television network,
starring The Rev. Fulton J. Sheen, Auxiliary Bishop of New York,
proves how wrong such a guess can be.

Bishop Sheen's only prop is a black-board, but he has decidedly

no drawing talent. The setting of his program is a dignified office-

living room. For one half hour he is out there alone facing the

cameras, with no supporting cast to lighten the burden. Yet, the

show is alternately fascinating and humorous as Bishop Sheen de-
livers an informal, philosophical discourse on life and living.

He has uncanny stage presence and a truly delightful and spon-
taneous sense of humor. His timing and delivery are ready-made
for television and his personal dignity, accentuated by his vestments,

gives added weight to his sermon. His talk favors the Catholic point

of view, but is completely acceptable to all faiths. The DuMont
network has all reason to be proud of this program.

Among the many panel and interview programs currently on tele-

vision, "United—Or Not" over ABC-TV stands out as one of the

most instructive and best co-ordinated. The guest on last week's
show, Carroll Binder, editor of the Minneapolis Tribune and U. S.

delegate to the U.N. Subcommission on Freedom of Information, was
questioned by UN correspondents about the proposed code of ethics

for journalists. "United—Or Not" takes an international point of

view and never lets the audience down.

^ i?

People: Walter Winchell returning to his commentating
chores over ABC Radio. . . . Drew Pearson coming to tele-

vision over ABC-TV starting May 4. . . . Ted Cott. hard-
driving general manager of WNBC and WNBT, named a
vice-president of NBC. . . . Charles A. Comiskey II joins the
Liberty Broadcasting System. . . . Thomas Mitchell signed to

an exclusive contract with ABC as player, consultant, pro-
ducer and director. . . . Dagmar returning to TV over NBC.

^ ^
NBC-TV put on another one of its television operas, "The Barber

of Seville" last week and proved convincingly that opera on TV
can be both a treat to the eye and the ear. Peter Hermann Adler,

the producer in charge of these opera presentations, this time suc-

ceeded in fusing the various elements into a highly enjoyable whole.

It's too bad that the network can not find a better time than 11 :00 at

night for these shows. If carefully selected, they should appeal to

a wide audience.

i:?

Albany was informed this week that the FCC is allocating three

channels in New York exclusively for non-commercial, educational

and cultural purposes. As if to prove that commercial television can
do the job just as well, WNBC and WNBT, NBC radio and TV
outlets in New York, are launching an impressive schedule of edu-
cational broadcasts Sunday. The subject of their study is New York's
school system. There has been an impressive rise in educational

shows on the air lately.

ix

DuMont and RCA offering UHF transmitter equipment. . . . Too
bad about DuMont's "Famous Jury Trials" going off the air. . . .

Jack Benny was a very unfunny man on CBS-TV Sunday. Dressing
up like Gracie Allen is hardly enough to fill a whole show. And it

may strike some as quite tasteless too. . . . Robert Montgomery's
"Ciuardian of the Clock," a great show over NBC-TV Monday. . . .

The radio-TV code for the political conventions is a good thing. . . .

Brian Donlevy ofT to a promising start in his new TV series, "Dan-
gerous Assignment." . . . "Big Town" on CBS-TV to be filmed. . . .

Josephine Hull and John Forsythe quite a team on "Lights Out,"
rapidly turning into a first-rate thriller show. . . . All the networks
giving intensive coverage to the New Hampshire primaries.

Fred Hift

UPT Video
{Continued from page 1)

figures cover only "direct expenses"
in obtaining and promoting the events,

and do not cover such "indirect ex-
penses" as theatre operation, salaries,

etc.

In addition, O'Brien told FCC hear-
ing examiner Leo Resnick that UPT
had spent more than $238,217 in buy-
ing and installing theatre TV equip-
ment in its nine midwest TV-equipped
theatres. He pointed out that the
figure included no equipment cost for

the New York City Paramount the-

atre, which does not own any TV
equipment. The theatre obtains its

television service from Paramount
Pictures Corp., on the same rate card
basis that television networks, local

television stations and advertising-

agencies are charged for a kinescope
recording.

Finished with Gross
Earlier in the day Commission

counsel Frederick Ford finished cross-

examination of Walter Gross, UPT
general counsel. Ford questioned
Gross closely about the circumstances
of Paramount's theatre divestiture fol-

lowing the 1949 consent decree, want-
ing to know whether UPT had can-
celed leases for theatres instead of

selling theatres to possible competi-
tors. Gross declared that in the great
majority of instances divestiture had
been accomplished by sale of the
theatre.

Ford insisted that he wanted to
know "The spirit" in which divesti-

ture was carried out and whether the
theatres were disposed of in a manner
that would increase competition. The
FCC was concerned with "intent," he
said, and UPT "spirit" in disposing
of its theatres could reflect "good or
bad" so far as the current proceeding
is concerned.
UPT counsel Duke Patrick pointed

out that divestiture had been carried
on under "the watchful eye" of the
Department of Justice.

Still 448,492 UPT Shares in Voting
Trust as of Feb. 15, FCC Hears

Washington, March 11. — There
were 448,492 shares of United Para-
mount Theatres stock still in the
voting trust at the close of business
on Feb._ IS, 1952, the Federal Com-
munications Commission heard today.

Charity Group to

Enlist TV Members
Hollywood, March 11.—The Per-

manent Charities Committee, hereto-
fore limited to motion picture and al-

lied industries, at the annual meeting
held here announced an expansion pro-
gram to include television film produ-
cers, with five of the latter joining
immediately. One was Maurice Ungar,
who was added to the PCC directorate.

Steve Broidy was elected president,
replacing Lew C. Helm. Sam Jaffee,
was named vice-president, replacing,
Broidy, with Marvin A. Ezzell and
Regis Toomey reelected treasurer and
secretary respectively.
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Reviews
"The Marrying Kind'
( Columbia)

tp RESH from her laurel-winning appearance in "Born Yesterday," Judy
Holliday is back again in another picture of novel appeal. "The Marrying

Kind" is a sort of cavalcade of years of a young married couple. There is

humor and pathos, sorrow and hope in the story which endeavors to present a

portrait of married life without incense. Wisely, script-writers Ruth Gordon
and Garson Kanin have written a story with a fine comic edge and an occa-

sional touch of whimsy. It adds up to entertainment that is substantial

enough to lure the average patron out of his way to see it.

There is always something delightful about a characterization by Miss
Holliday and here she runs a full gamut of emotion. Aldo Ray, who plays

his first important role in this film as her husband, gives a sincere and credible

portrayal that leaves an impression.

The story opens in the chambers of a domestic relations court judge where
Miss Holliday and Ray are seeking a divorce after years of marriage. Each
digs into memory and trots out amusingly conflicting versions of the courtship

and marriage.
The story is put into focus through a series of flashbacks and George

Cukor's capable direction handles them unobtrusively. After marriage there

come children—two of them—hopes, frustrations, routine, fun, friction, and a

touch of traged)'. It all unfolds in patterns that are emotionally moving, al-

though occasionally reiterative. The story ends touchingly, as it should.

Miss Holliday and Ray, in reliving their problems, realize the bonds between
them and see the stupidity of allowing the marriage to expire in divorce.

Many scenes in Bert Granet's production were shot on location in New
York City thus adding a note of visual authenticity to the picture. Others
lending acting support are Madge Kenned}', the judge; Sheila Bond, Miss
Holliday's sister, and John Alexander, as the former's husband.
Running time, 93 minutes. General audience classification. For April

release. Mandel Herbstman

"Deadline—U.S,A."
(20th Centitry-Fox)

HUMPHREY BOGART is here presented in a role custom-built for his

talents. He plays a two-fisted managing editor who lives the fearless

creed of all great newspapermen. Richard Brooks has concocted a screenplay
that is briskly paced and packed with solid entertainment values. It should
register well at the box-office.

Notable support is given Bogart in roles played by Ethel Barrymore, Kim
Hunter and Paul Stewart. The plot is developed on three main levels of

conflict. First there is the struggle of Bogart against an underworld czar,

Martin Gabel, who has contempt for law and order. Then there are Bo-
gart's difficulties with his divorced wife. Miss Hunter, whom he would like

to remarry but who is being courted by an advertising man. And, finally,

there is the little drama about the tradition-steeped newspaper on the verge
of sale to a publisher who is scarcely interested in the principles of fighting

journalism.

Brooks, who also directed, strings out these major threads with a maximum
of suspense and growing interest. Considerable melodramatic force is de-
rived from Bogart's battle with the underworld. The mystery of a dead blonde
found floating in a river has the mark of Gabel's work and Bogart throws
his entire staff into proving it successfully. Involve! are some highly tense

and exciting sequences.

Miss Barrymore, as one of three owners who inherited the paper, plays
a grand old lady who makes a gallant attempt to save it from passing into

lesser hands. Although the final sale of the paper leaves Bogart without a

job, he thunders out his answer to underworld threats with the roll of a
free and fearless press. Bogart's marital problem ends happily with Miss
Hunter returning to his side. Sol C. Siegel produced.
Running time, 87 minutes. General audience classification. For May

release. M. Herbstman

'Kisenga, Man of Africa^*
(Tivo Cities—International Releasing Organisation)

THE EFFORTS of medical .science to make inroads in the prejudice-
ridden Tanganyika Territory of British East Africa are documented

vividly in "Kisenga, Man of Africa." Under the supervision of Filippo Del
Giudice the film has been given lavish production treatment, including color
by Technicolor.

Robert Adams plays the title role as the native who leaves Africa for

England where he becomes a success as a concert pianist and composer. Upon
returning to Africa he finds prejudice and ignorance allied against him. When
he tries to persuade the natives to leave the district because of a spreading
disease they mock and laugh at him. The natives put their faith in the witch
doctor while Adams places his faith in modern medicine. Finally, in a show-
down struggle he challenges the witch doctor to put his curse on him.

Burdened with worry and depression, Adams comes close to death, but finally

through the enlightened ministrations nf Eric Portman, a district commis-
sioner, and Phyllis Calvert, a medical doctor, lie rallies, gets better, and puts

the forces of superstition to rout.

There are exotic glimpses of native customs and dances in the picture.

Occasionally tiie jiatc grows sluggish.

. John Sutro produced and Thorold Dickinson directed, from the screenplay

by himself and Herbert W. Victor.

Hunning time, 90 minutes. General audience classification. March release.

M. Herbstman

Sold Out!
Despite the enlarged print order for the

1951-52 edition of

Motion Picture ALMANAC

the demand has exceeded the supply.

Sales have substantially topped the

previous record set by last year's

edition. It is clear that the demand

for "the industry's most-wanted,

most-often-used reference book"

continues to grow greater each year.

The 1952-1953 edition of the ALMANAC
will be the largest and most comprehensive

in its 25-year history. We now invite

advance reservations at the still unchanged

price of $5 per copy postpaid.

Quigley Publications, 1270 Sixth Ave., New Yorlc City
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Insider

Outlook
By RED KANN

DICK DICKSON'S report to

the TOA on film cycles and

addenda supplied by this observer

remind Senn Lawler of Fox Mid-

west Amusement Corp. of "Re-

search Is the Answer," a year-old

pamphlet by Elmer C. Rhoden,

president of that circuit. His views

were pertinent then and still are

:

"Naturally, brains cannot be regi-

mented nor inspiration produced on

order, but the principles of manage-

ment engineering might be applied

to the mechanical phases of produc-

tion. Intelligent research might in-

dicate that it would be wise and

profitable to institute periodic inter-

studio story conferences to avoid

duplication in subject matter. Thus,

by mutual agreement, unprofitable

film cycles would be avoided. Re-

search might also recommend a re-

leasing pool to prevent flooding the

market with pictures of similar en-

tertainment content, as often tran-

spires, and provide instead an even

flow of variety entertainment. Sure-

ly a much more satisfactory situa-

tion could be developed than that

which exists today in distribution,

if the studios would agree among
themselves, each to produce so

many dramas, so many musicals, so

many comedies, so many documen-
taries . . . and time their releases

to avoid competition between the

same type of attractions at the box-

office."

What's required on this problem

is far less the need for research

than the determination to do some-

thing about it.

^

CREDIT National Screen Ser-

vice with a "first" : a preview

of an impressive lineup of acces-

sories for "Quo Vadis" developed

in conjunction with M-G-M. Lim-

ited to the trade press, the invita-

tion list well might have embraced
exhibitors. They would have been

interested.

This was a test run, held to the

one attraction. But NSS points out

such regular and special material

has been whipped up on other pic-

tures for other companies, too.

This interesting idea now heads

for a repeat at some future date on

a distributor-wide basis and will be

designed to demonstrate the range
of selling aids of modern merchan-
dising methods.

Treasury Opposes Cut in

Federal Admissions Tax
Would Offer UPT
Theatre TV Events

To Others: O'Brien

Washington, March 12. — United
Paramount Theatres would not take

exclusive theatre television rights to

any event, UPT vice-president Robert
H. O'Brien said today.

O'Brien told the Federal Communi-
cations Commission's "catch-all" Par-
amount hearing that the company
would make such rights available to

all theatres equipped with television

(Continued on page 3)

UPT-ABC Assets:

$152,000,000

Washington, March 12.—Ameri-
can Broadcasting-Paramount The-
atres, Inc., would have had assets of

more than $152,000,000 as of last

Sept. 30, if the merger had gone into

effect by that time, according to fig-

ures submitted by United Paramount
Theatres to the Federal Communica-
tions Commission.
UPT put into the record of the

(Continued on page 3)

Tells House Ways and Means Committee Its

Repeal or Reduction Has 'Low Priority;'

Won't Cede It to States, Municipalities

By J. A. OTTEN
W.-vsHiNGTON, March 12.—The Treasury Department believes repeal

or reduction of the Federal admission tax "would have a relatively low

priority in any future Federal tax reduction program."

This is true, the Treasury says, "because it is imposed on a relatively

non-essential service and is distributed fairly progressively with respect

to the lower and middle income groups."
Moreover, the Department feels,

relinquishment of the admissions tax

by the Federal government in the in-

terest of coordinating Federal-state-

local taxes "would be good policy only

if state and local governments made
approximately equal effective use of

this revenue source within a reason-

ably short time."

If this were not done, the Treasury
adds, the revenue lost to the combined
Federal-state-local tax system might
have to be made up from tax sources
"less desirable to the economy."
The Treasury's views, which include

many other objections to reduction or
elimination of the 20 per cent Federal
box-office ta.x, were made known in a

(Continued on page 6)

Kirsch Is Reelected

Head of 111. Allied

Chicago, March 12.—Jack Kirsch

was reelected president of Allied The-
atres of Illinois today for a three-year

period at the organization's 22nd an-

nual election meeting. Reelected for

one year terms were

:

Van A. Nomikos, vice-president

;

Ben Banowitz, secretary-treasurer

;

and directors Leonard Bland, Basil

Charuhas, Jack Clark, James Gregory,
Robert Harrison, Verne Langdon,
Charles Lindau, Howard Lubliner,

Samuel Roberts, Richard Salkin, Na-
than Slott, and Joseph Sterm. Arthur
Sass, Arthur Schoenstadt, and Bruce
Trinz were elected to the board for

the first time.

Paramount Has New Plan
For Milwaukee Clearance
Milwaukee, March 12.—The Paramount exchange here has sent to

Milwaukee exhibitors a new clearance and availability schedule which
it will start with the first outlying

Bidding Hits 'Movie

Habit,' Zukor Says

HOLLYWOO'D, March 12.—High taxa-

tion, the high cost of living, and the

influence of the competitive bidding

system on exhibition practice are more
responsible than television for break-
ing down the "movie habit" and the

consequent softening grosses in the

early jjart of the week. Paramount
Pictures board chairman .Adoljih Zu-
';or said today at the studio.

Taxes and living cost are contribut-

irg factors in the general family-circle

(Continued on page 6)

run of "Sailor Beware" on March 25
Paramount has divided the Milwau-

kee releasing area into four areas,

the Northeast area, the West area and
the South. In addition, downtown
Milwaukee, after first-run in Milwau-
kee, will be considered an area. Each
area, except downtown, has been di-

vided into two districts. Each e.xhilj-

itor has a map showing the areas and
the theatres in each. E.xhibitors have
also received a "request for offer," to

be used by any of them in submitting

any offer under this ])lan.

A single first outlying run in cacli

area will be licensed to one theatre

in that area with every theatre in the

area having an equal competitive op-

(Continued on page 6)

Would Picket Films

With 'Reds' in Them
Washington, March 12.—The Dis-

trict of Columbia department of the
.American Legion is thinking of asking
the ne.xt national Legion convention
to order nationwide picketing of films

that have "known Communist Party
members and fellow travelers asso-
ciated witli them."

This was announced by William J.

Holliman, commander of the district

department, at a news conference.

Gold Seal Sues RKO
For $1,125,000

Hollywood, March 12.—Gold Seal
Productions, owned by Jack Skirball

and Bruce Manning, todav sued RKO
Pictures for $1,125,000, charging die

latter broke an agreement to jjublicize

and distribute "A)5poiiitment in Sa-
niarra." The plaintiff asserted tliat an
agreement, made in 1950, called for

RKO to pay Gold Seal $125,000 plus

20 per cent of tlie net income from
tlie picture.
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Personal MentionCincinnati Reports

Healthy Grosses

Cincinnati, March 12. —
Grosses for the most part are

continuing the upward trend

first evidenced here a few

weeks ago. Outstanding ex-

amples are "Quo Vadis,"

which is doing an expected

$34,000 at the RKO Albee,

and "The Greatest Show on

Earth," with $20,000 in sight

for a third week at the Capi-

tol. Both pictures are play-

ing at a 90-cent-$1.25 scale.

"Bend of the River" is big

with an estimated $13,500 at

Keith's and "The African

Queen" is pulling approxi-

mately $7,500 on its third

downtown week at the RKO
Lyric.

House Unit Passes

FCC Measure

Washington, March 12. — The
House Commerce Committee today

approved a comprehensive and tech-

nical bill to overhaul the Federal

Communications Commission and the

FCC Act.

The measure has already passed the

Senate, but the House committee made
numerous changes. One change would

write into the bill Congressional in-

tent that the FCC not deny a radio

or TV license to any applicant solely

because he owns a "medium primarily

engaged in the gathering and dissemi-

nation of information."

Covers Only Newspapers

Committee members said there had

been some discussion of covering film

companies in this section, but that they

felt the section as finally drawn cov-

ered only newspapers. They said this

did not mean they thought the FCC
should deny licenses to film companies,

but only that they thought newspapers
the only group needing specific legis-

lative protection in this connection.

Another change made by the House
Committee is aimed at protecting the

investment of a licensee who is denied

a renewal of his license, by requiring

the new licensee to buy at a reason-

able price the property of the old

licensee.

Meet with Skouras on
COMPO Acceptance
Arthur L. ]\Iayer, retiring execu-

li\e vice-president of the Council of

Motion Picture Organizations; Robert
W. Coyne. >])ecial counsel, and Charles
E. McCartli.w information director,

met here late ye^terrlay with Spyr(js

P. Skouras, 20th Century- Fo.x presi-

dent, to persuade the latter to accept

the jjresidency of COMPO. Skouras
was elected president of the all-indus-

try agency by the COMPO board last

montli. but was said to liave been re-

luctant to accept because of the pres-

sure of company business.

The result of the meeting yesterday
was not obtainable at a late hour. The
four were said to liave engager] in a

Ijrolonged conference.

VY/'ILLIAM F. RODGERS,
* M-G-M distribution vice-pres-

ident, is due back here Monday from
a Miami vacation.

•

Paul W. Kayser, newly appointed

manager of the Panama branch of the

Westrex Co., Caribbean, sailed for

Panama from New York yesterday on

the 5". 5'. Panama.
•

Howard Dietz, M-G-M vice-pres-

ident and ad-publicity director, and
Dan S. Terrell, exploitation head,

will return to New York Monday
from the Coast.

•

William Carpenter, station man-
ager of WLOW in Norfolk, Va., has

been appointed sales representative of

United Artists Television in Norfolk

and Richmond.
•

Jerry Fairbanks, head of the firm

bearing his name, is in Miami from
Hollywood.

Bill Blowitz, publicist, flew here

last night from the Coast.

Modernized Sabbath

Bill to Go to Dewey

Albany, N. Y., March 12. — The
Senate today unanimously passed a

Rules Committee bill modernizing the

penal law relating to Sunday enter-

tainment and sports. The Assembly
took similar action yesterday.

The measure, recommended by a

Sabbath Observance Committee head-

ed by Assemblyman Malcolm Wilson,

of Yonkers, will probably go to Gov-
ernor Thomas E. Dewey as a 30-day

bill. Inasmuch as he advocated over-

hauling archaic Sunday statutes, with

the elimination of "more glaring in-

consistencies" during the present ses-

sion of the legislature, his signature

is believed certain.

One efTect of the bill would be to

legalize continuance of Sunday per-

formances before 2:00 P. M. where
they are now held. Decisions on Sab-

bath entertainment and spectator

sports is to be by local option.

N,Y, Ads Herald
'Deadline' Bow
Current gangland headlines in New

York are tied in with a series of ads

in city newspapers on 20th Century-
Fox's "Deadline U.S.A.," set to open
tomorrow at the Poxy Theatre.

The ads, inserted under the super-

vision of Charles Einfeld, 20th-Fox
vice-president in charge of advertis-

ing-publicity, shows action scenes from
the picture in news-cut and caption

style.

De Sica Arriving Today
Vittorio De Sica, Italian director of

"Shoeshine," "Tlie Bicycle Thief" and
"Miracle in Milan" and star in the

forthcoming "Tomorrow Is Too
Late," opening at Loew's State East-
er week, will arrive here today from
Italy.

O ARNEY BALABAN, president of

Paramount Pictures, will return

here tomorrow from Florida.
•

Ernest T. Conlon, executive sec-

retary of Allied Theatres of Michi-
gan, was appointed to the honorary
position of executive secretary of the

Detroit Variety Club.
•

Michael Powell, British producer,
is in New York, and will leave here
over the weekend for a 'round-the-
world combination business and plea-

sure trip.

•

Norman S. Robertson, a director

of Famous Players Canadian Corp.,

has been named a director of the To-
ronto General Trust Co.

•

Eric Johnston, president of the

Motion Picture Association of Amer-
ica, will fly to New York from Holly-

wood today.
•

Chester Erskine, RKO Pictures

director, and his wife, sailed for Eu-
rope from here on the S. S. Liberie

Tuesday.

Piatt Is Named
Aide to Nat Levy

Milton Piatt has been named to

succeed Daniel Loventhal as assistant

to Nat Levy, RKO Radio's Eastern
division sales manager. Piatt has been
manager of the company's checking-

department and has been with RKO
some 20 years.

Announcement of the promotion was
made by Robert Mochrie, sales vice-

president, yesterday at a testimonial

luncheon for Loventhal at Toots
Shor's. Loventhal has been granted a
leave of absence.

Piatt joined RKO Radio's contract
department in 1930. He became man-
ager of the road-show department, and
then was transferred to Washington
as booker. Following four years in

the Army, he became assistant to Ro-
bert Hawkinson, assistant foreign
manager. When the checking depart-
ment was created about five years ago,
Piatt was made its head.

Honor Paul Terry
At Luncheon Today
A testimonial luncheon in honor of

Paul Terry, head of Terrytoons Stu-
dios, New Rochelle, N. Y., on the
occasion of the release of his 1,000th
cartoon, will be given the pioneer ani-
mated film producer by members of
the National Cartoonists Society to-
day, at the Society of Illustrators
here.

In addition to many top cartoonists

who will attend, executives of 20th
Century-Fox, headed by Spyros P.
Skouras, president, are scheduled to

be present to pay tribute to Terry
who started his career in 1915. 20th
Century-Fox has distributed Terry-
toons during the past 20 years.

The need for copper scrap is urgent
SAVE THOSE COPPER DRIPPINGS.

MPA Acts to Gain
Ground in Jap,

BelgianGampaigns

Foreign managers of Motion Pi.--

ture Association of America member
companies yesterday were informed e:'

steps that have been taken by the
MPAA to seek a reduction of Bel-
gium's threatened remittance restric-
tions. Additionally, they exchanged
views with M. Kumashiro, Japan's
deputy finance commissioner, on film

export conditions.

These were the principal features of
the foreign maangers' meeting here
vyith John G. McCarthy, MPAA for-

eign department chief, who told them
he will join Eric A. Johnston, MPAA
president, and Joyce O'Hara, vice-
president, in Washington tomorrow for

a review of the French market situa-

tion with State Department officials. A
new Franco-American film agreement
is due to be negotiated this spring.

Fayette W. Allport, MPAA Euro-
pean manager, who is in Brussels, has
been instructed to work out with the
Belgian government a remittance for-

mula that will not call for dubbing of

American films in that country and
other similar requirements. It is con-
ceded that the Belgians are intent on
working up a remittance restriction

arrangement in view of their dismal
dollar position, but U. S. film com-
panies are equally intent on avoiding
terms that are too severe from their
standpoint.

In an informal discussion at the

MPAA office here, Kumashiro, who
soon will depart for Brazil on a Japan-
ese trade mission, gave a detailed ac-
count of his country's financial situa-

tion and the state of that nation's econ-
omy. McCarthy and the foreign man-
agers sought to persuade Kumashiro
that it would be to Japan's economic
advantage to admit a free flow of U.S.
pictures. It was pointed out to him
that the American companies' experi-
ence in other countries has been that
with a greater number of U.S. films
imported benefits such as increased
business, increased tax revenue and
stimulation of native film industries
resulted.

MPA's McCarthy Is

Decorated by Italy
John G. McCarthy, Motion Picture

Association of America vice-president
in charge of the foreign department,
yesterday received from Dr. Aldo M.
Mazio, Italian Consul-General in New
York, the Italian government's Star
of Solidarity in recognition of his

"efforts in behalf of friendly relations

between the film industries of the U. S.

and Italy."

The presentation was made at Ma-
zio's office in the presence of Dr.
Lorenzo Baracchi-Tua, Italian Vicr-
Consul ; Dr. Renato Gualino, general
manager of Italian Film Export, and
E. R. Zorgniotti, managing director
of IFE,

Ritz Cuts Prices
Memphis, March 12. — The Ritz

Theatre here today cut adult admis-
sion prices from 60 to SO cents.
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Reviews
"The Girl in White"
( Mctra-Goldiuyn-Maycr)

y\ COLORFUL, turn-of-the-century story is told of the efforts of a young
lady to break into the medical profession against all of the odds of pre-

judice and intolerance. Armand Deutsch has given his production resource-
tul treatment in terms of scope and setting. With June Allyson and Arthur
Kennedy in the leads and support coming from such seasoned performers as
Gary Merrill and ]\Iildred Dunnock, a sprightly patron response is assured.
Miss Allyson plays the focal role as the young lady who is so inspired by

Miss Dunnock, a woman physician, that she decides to follow in her foot-

steps. What ensue are arduous hours at school and the derision of class-

mates who think a woman in the medical field is startlingly radical. One
classmate, Kennedy, lights a small flame of romance, but Miss Allyson feels

the pursuit of her profession is more important than' anything else.

After graduation, Miss Allyson finds she must apply all of her wit and
resolution to strike down the barriers that would deny her the needed intern-

ship at a hospital. She finally is appointed to a hospital of which Merrill is

.superintendent.

Some of the liveliest sequences in the screenplay by Irmgard Von Cube
and Allen Vincent are those in which Miss Allyson goes thundering through
the streets in a horse-drawn ambulance on emergency calls.

In time Miss Allyson builds up a considerable record at the hospital that

helps destroy prejudices against women. As it happens Kennedy is also sta-

tioned at the hospital and the old love flames anew. This time it is he who
decides to persue his career in research and that takes him to Europe. Before
departing however, he receives a pledge from Miss Allyson that she will

wait for him. John Sturges directed.

Running time, 93 minutes. General audience classification. For May
release.

Mandel Herbstman

"Night Stage to Galveston"
(Gene Autry Productions—Columbia)

GENE AUTRY, his horse. Champion, and a supporting cast including

Virginia Huston, Thurston Hall, Judy Nugent, Robert Livingston,

Harry Cording and Pat Buttram, wend their way through standard Western
proceedings in "Night Stage to Galveston," which Armand Schaefer pro-

duced and George Archainbaud directed, from a script by Norman S. Hall.

More so than most Westerns, however, this one has a distinct play-acting

quality. Of course, Gene's fans should take pleasure in watching the doings

and in listening to the cowboy hero render a few songs about the virtues of

outdoor life in Texas.
The uncomplicated plot concerns the depredations of the Texas State

Police at the end of the Civil War. When corruption and killings become
no longer bearable by the citizenry. Gene takes over and through a ruse,

daring and horsemanship manages to expose and bring to justice arch-villain
Livingston, the state's adjutant general. The plot is at its thickest when
pretty Miss Huston and little orphan Judy Nugent, who are members of the

family of crusading editor Hall, are kidnapped by Livingston's men. Rescue
is effected by Gene, of course, and Buttram, his whining side-kick. The print

is in sepia, and the picture is identified as a Gene Autry Production.
Running time, 61 minutes. General audience classification. March release.

Charles L. Franke

^EfVS
in Brief . . .

Columbus, O., March 12.—Neigh-
borhood and downtown houses are

uniting in a series of monthly promo-
tions in which persons of key indus-

tries will be honored. March has been
designated "Milkmen's Month," with
an official proclamation by Mayor
James A. Rhodes, obtained at the

request of theatres. Milk drivers and
guests will be given an advance
screening of an unreleased feature

' next Saturday midnight, at Loew's
Broad. Theatres took 300-line ads in

local dailies to announce the promo-
tion, which is tied in with "Movietime
U. S. A." The committee in charge
includes : Walter Kessler, Loew's

;

Harry Schreiber, RKO ; Elizabeth

Richter, Neth ; Arthur Miller, Miles
;

Fred Brunner, Rowlands ; Robert
Benner, Academy, and Lee Hofheimer
and Al Sugarman, H. and S. Theatres.

•

Al Schleicher, manager of the King-
ston Theatre in Kingston, N. Y. and
Frank Sinatra of the Strand in Perth
Amboy, N. J. were named "Manager
of the Month" for December and Jan-
uary respectively in Walter Reade
Theatres prize contests, Walter Reade,

Jr., president, disclosed at a special

meeting of managerial personnel in

the circuit's offices here.

The awards, which carry cash

prizes, indicate Sinatra and Schleicher

topped managers of all 40 theatres in

the circuit for outstanding work.
•

LoNEON, March 12.—British pro-

ducers are becoming more cagey about

the growing number of so-called Film
Festivals and their usefulness.

Six or seven such festivals are

scheduled for this summer on the Con-
tinent, with others planned for next

year. Production leaders say experi-

ence to date shows that the fiestas do

not sell the films exhibited. The Brit-

ish Film Producers Association plans

to raise the subject for discussion at

the general assembly of the Interna-

tional Federation of Film Producers

Association at Cannes in May.
•

Hollywood, March 12.—Ethel Bar-
rymore signed a long-term contract

with Interstate Television Corp. for

a series of half-hour video shows to

be called the Ethel Barrymore The-
atre, ITC president G. Ralph Branton
announced. The star will act in some
films, commentate others, function in

an advisory capacity on all.

Abandons Chicago House
Chicago, March 12.—RKO The-

atres and Otto Keitel, owner of the

Palace Theatre here came to a part-

ing of the ways yesterday with RKO
terminating its lease. The circuit had
converted the house to "legit" last

September to show "Gentlemen Pre-
fer Blondes" and tried to go back to

a picture policy when "Blondes"
wound up its run in mid-December,
but the house has been kept dark by
a labor dispute over back wages.

Rains Darken Theatre
Providence, March 12. — Heavy

rains last night caused the main trans-

former of the Strand Theatre here
to burn out, plunging the house into

complete darkness. There were over
300 patrons in the theatre at the time
but there was no panic. Elmergency
lights were turned on and the patrons
fik-fl out (jf the theatre.

20th-Fox Files Suit
Against 2 III, Houses
Chicago, March 12. — Twentieth

Century-Fox Film Corp. filed a suit

here in Federal District Court today

against Valo's Sun Theatre, Wheat-
on. 111., claiming conspiracy with the

Glen Theatre, Glen Ellyn, 111., to con-

trol prices of pictures offered by the

company to the two theatres for ex-

hibition. The suit asks $24,000 dam-
ages for loss of film rental.

Morris to Minneapolis
Minneapolis, March 12.—Robert

Morris, formerly with Monogram's
New York oflice as an exploiteer, has
transferred to the company's exchange
here as a salesman. His territory em-
braces Southern Minnesota, North
Dakota and South Dakota.

Boston Trolley Strike
Boston, March 12.—Transportation

strikes here at the Eastern Massa-
chusetts Street Railway and the Mid-
dlesex and Boston Street Railway
companies are expected to hurt the

business of over 100 theatres in tlie

areas serviced by the two transporta-

tion companies.

ABC-UPT Assets
[Continued from page 1)

FCC hearings on the proposed merger
a "pro forma consolidating balance
sheet" of what the new company
would have looked like if it had been
in existence last fall.

Assets would have- been $152,084,-
955, UPT said, consisting of $119,-

703,840 of UPT Assets, $26,808,221
of ABC assets and a net gain of $5,-

572,894 from various adjustments to

be made when the merger takes eff'ect.

This consists largely of a $6,000,000
gain from, the sale of Chicago tele-

vision station WBKB to CBS.
The assets would have included al-

most $53,000,000 in U. S. government
securities, notes and accounts receiv-
able, inventory of merchandise and
supplies, and indebtedness due. Fixed
assets would have totaled more than
$135,000,000, less some $55,000,000 for
reserves for depreciation and amorti-
zation. The rest would have been in

investments, intangibles, prepaid ex-
penses, deferred charges, and other
assets.

The surplus of the merged company
would have topped $60,000,000, includ-
ing almost $9,000,000 of paid-in sur-
plus, some $18,(K)0,00() of earned sur-
plus, and more than $33,000,000 of

Theatre TV
(Contitiued from page 1)

facilities and wishing to telecast the
event.

"It would be available to all the-
atres and would not be exclusive," he
explained. "The role of UPT would
be merely that of an exhibitor."
As an example, the UPT executive

cited recent negotiations with the The-
atre Guild for theatre telecasting of
a Guild play direct from the stage.
It was UPT's idea, he declared, that
the Guild "initiate" the project and
act as "producer and distributor" to
all theatres with TV equipment. As
a general rule, he said, UPT has not
"initiated" any theatre TV broadcasts,
with the exception of recent Civil
Defense Administration experimental
telecasts and the telecasts of the "Big
10" football games.
Nor does UPT "initiate" the in-

stallation of theatre TV equipment in
any of its subsidiary theatres, O'Brien
said. He explained that UPT helped
to procure equipment, cable facilities
and programs for its subsidiary the-
atres, and kept them supplied with
information on all available events.
Much of today's session was taken

up with intensive questioning on
UPT's request for the transfer of li-

censes of WBKB, the Balaban and
Katz station in Chicago, and WSMB,
the Paramount-Richards station in
New Orleans. Under the consent de-
cree, ownership of these stations was
transferred from the parent company,
Paramount Pictures, Inc., to UPT.

The FCC has not yet approved
the transfer of control, how-
ever, and questioning by FCC
counsel Max Paglin indicated
that although UPT regarded the
transfer of the licenses as in-
voluntary under the terms of
the consent decree, the Com-
mission might regard it as a
voluntary transfer. "Under the
Commissioner's rules," Paglin
explained to reporters, "invol-
untary transfer must depend on
something like death or bank-
ruptcy."

Paglin also criticized the fact that
application for the transfer of the two
licenses was not made to the Com-
mission until Dec. 22, 1949, eight days
before the split in the parent company
was to become effective and nine
months after the consent decree was
entered. Under the Commission's
rules, he explained, notice of an in-
voluntary transfer of license must be
made within 30 days after the event
and the Commission must be informed
of a voluntary transfer 60 days before
the event.

DeMille Confers with
MPAA on FCC Hearings

Washington^ Alarch 12.—Cecil B.
DeMille is in Washington to discuss
with attorneys of the Motion Picture
Association of America his projected
appearance at the Federal Communi-
cations Commission theatre television
hearings and to take care of "various
personal matters."

capital surplus.

The balance sheet noted that it is

planned promptlv after the merger to
pay off a $4,662,325 ABC note due
an insurance company, "if satisfactory
arrangements can be made as to the
amount of prepayment premium." It
said $2,500,000 of three per cent ABC
notes due a bank would also be paid
off.
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RKO RADIO PICTURES, Inc.

TRADE SHOWINGS

of

"Tarzan's Savage Fury"

Tues. 3/18

Tues. 3/18
N.W.

Tues. 3/18

3/18

Tues. 3/18

Tues. 3/18

Tues. 3/18

Tues. 3/18

3/18

3/19

Tues. 3/18

ALB.\NY
Fox Scr. Rm.
1052 Broadway

.ATL.ANTA
RKO Scr. Rm.
195 Luckie St.,

BOSTON
RKO Scr. Rm.
122-28 Arlington St.

BUFFALO
Mo. Pic. Oper Scr. Rm.
498 Pearl St. Tues. 3/18

CHARLOTTE
Fox Scr. Rm. Tues. 3/18
308 S. Church St.

CHICAGO
RKO Scr. Rm. Tues
1300 S. Wabash Ave.

CINCINNATI
RKO Scr. Rm.
12 E. 6th St.

CLEVELAND
Fox Scr. Rm.
2219 Payne Ave.

DALLAS
Rep. Scr. Rm. Tues. 3/18
412 S. Harwood St.

DENVER
Para. Scr. Rm.
2100 Stout St.

DES MOINES
Fox Scr. Rm.
1300 High St.

DETROIT
Blumenthals Scr. Rm.
2310 Cass Ave. Tues. 3/18

INDIANAPOLIS
Univ. Scr. Rm. Tues.

517 N. Illinois St.

KANSAS CITY
Para. Scr. Rm. Wed.
1800 Wyandotte St.

LOS ANGELES
RKO Scr. Rm. Tues. 3/18
1980 S. Vermont Ave.

MEMPHIS
Fox Scr. Rm.
151 Vance Ave.

MILWAUKEE
Warner Screen.

Room
212 W. Wisconsin Ave.

MINNEAPOLIS
Fox Scr. Rm. Tues. 3/18
1015 Currie Ave.

NEW HAVEN
Fox Scr. Rm. Tues. 3/18
40 Whiting St.

NEW ORLEANS
Fox Scr. Rm. Wed
200 S. Liberty St.

NEW YORK
RKO Scr. Rm.
630 Ninth Ave.

OKLAHOMA
Fox Scr. Rm.
10 North Lee St.

OMAHA
Fox Scr. Rm. Tues
1502 Davenport St.

PHILADELPHIA
RKO Scr. Rm. Tues. 3/18
2.S0 N. 13th St.

PITTSBURGH
RKO Scr. Rm. Tues. 3/18
1809-13 Blvd. of Allies

PORTLAND
Star Scr. Rm. Tues. 3/18
925 N.W. 19th Ave.

ST. LOUIS
RKO Scr. Rm.
3143 Olive St.

SALT LAKE CITY
Fox Scr. Rm. Tues. 3/18
216 E. 1st St. So.

SAN FRANCISCO
RKO Scr. Rm. Tues. 3/18
251 Hyde St.

SEATTLE
Jewel Box Scr. Rm.
2318 2nd Ave. Tues

SIOUX FALLS
Hollyw'd Thea. Tues
212 N. Philips Ave.

WASHINGTON
Film Center
Screen. Room Tues. 3/18
932 New Jersey Ave.

3:30 P.M.

10:30 A.M.

2:30 P.M.

3:15 P.M.

3:30 P.M.

11:00 A.M.

9:30 P.M.

10:30 A.M.

10:30 A.M.

3:30 P.M.

10:30 A.M.

10:30 A.M.

2:30 P.M.

2:30 P.M.

10:30 A.M.

2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 10:30 A.M.

10:30 A.M.

3:30 P.M.

3/19 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/18

Tues. 3/18

3/18

11:00 A.M.

2:30 P.M.

10:30 A.M.

10:30 A.M.

3:00 P.M.

10:.30 A.M.

Tues. 3/18 10:30 A.M.

2:45 P.M.

10:30 A.M.

3/18

3/18

2:30 P.M.

9:00 A.M.

10:30 A.M.

Treasury Opposes Tax Cut
{Continued from page 1)

study on "Federal-State-Local Tax
Coordination," given to the House
ways and means committee and re-

leased by that group.

While the study does not say
so outright, it leaves the infer-

ence that the Treasury might
accept a "tax credit" approach
to the admissions tax, under
which the U. S. would continue
to levy the admissions tax at a

20 per cent rate, but would give
a credit for similar taxes paid
to state and local governments.

This would serve to hold the com-
bined Federal-state-local tax load to

20 per cent, instead of allowing it to

go up as high as 30 per cent, as the

Treasury says "frequently" occurs at

present.

The American Municipal Associa-

tion has suggested this approach as an

"intermediate" step toward complete

elimination of the Federal admissions

tax.

The whole subject came up when a

special House ways and means sub-

committee, appointed to make recom-

mendations for elimination of overlap-

ping Federal, state and local taxes, met

with representatives of governors and

mayors associations this morning. The
meeting concluded that no definite

recommendations could be made, since

there would have to be a determina-

tion of what Federal spending the

states would take over before there

could be a determination of what Fed-

eral revenue the states could take over.

It was decided to support a pending

bill to set up a governmental Commis-
sion to study the whole problem of

functions and revenues.

The . Treasury study, prepared by

the tax advisory staff, pointed out that

26 states now tax theatre admissions

with approximately half using a two
per cent rate but with four states going

up to 10 per cent. It said special

admission taxes were levied in only

eight of the 26 states, the others in-

cluding admissions in the base of gen-

eral sales taxes. It said adoption of

admissions taxes by municipalities was
"a significant recent development,"

with cities in 15 states using this tax,

sometimes as high as 10 per cent.

State and local governments
have long argued, the study
continued, that the admission tax
is one particularly suitable for
their use. and have said the 20

per cent Federal tax rate is so
high as to bar state and local

MPAA, SWG Agree
On Trial Stipulations
The Screen Writers Guild's suit

charging Motion Picture Association
of America member companies with
conspiracy to blacklist talent moved
closer to trial yesterday when attor-

neys for both sides informed Judge
Leibel in l-'ederal Court here that they

liad reached an agreement on a pre-

trial stipulation of facts. The jurist

instructed them to prepare and submit
to the court a list of the points agreed
upon.
The MPAA was represented by

Max Freund of the Samuel I. Rosen-
man law office, and SWG was repre-

sented by Thurman Arnold. The suit

was initiated four years ago over the

statement issued by the majors con-

cerning the "Hollywood 10."

governments from more exten-
sive use of this tax. It noted
that proposals to deal with the
situation included withdrawal
of the Federal government from
the admissions tax field, a re-

duction in the Federal tax, a
price exemption on tickets of
less than certain cost. Federal
sharing of admission tax reve-
nue with the states and cities,

and a tax credit scheme.

The study then commented on each
of these suggestions. In further oppo-
sition to repeal or reduction of the
Federal tax, it said the cities would
have to wait to levy their taxes until

the states passed enabling legislation

and that some cities might adopt it

and suburban areas would not, "leav-

ing sharp discrimination between firms
operating in the city and those in ad-
joining areas outside the city's juris-

diction." The Treasury also said that

the Federal government tries to tax
all amusements and thus give "equality

of treatment among competing amuse-
ments," but that the states and cities

might not do this, and so bring "dis-

crimination among different types of

amusements competing for the con-
sumer's amusement dollar."

Use of price exemptions for low-
priced tickets was characterized by the

Treasury as "the least satisfactory

method of reducing the Federal tax."

It said this system would give a rela-

tive advantage to the film industry
over other amusements because "its

price scale is substantially lower than
that for other entertainments."

The Treasury study also objected to

proposals that the state and local gov-
ernments withdraw from the admis-
sions tax field and merely share in the

revenue the U. S. gets from this

source. It said this would require more
detailed record—keeping and difficult-

to-obtain agreements on which govern-
ment units would get how much.
The Treasury's most favorable com-

ments went to the tax credit scheme.
It said increased state and local taxa-
tion would be encouraged by the desire

to get the money which otherwise
would go to the Federal government,
but at the same time state and local

discretion as to using this tax source
would be preserved. The credit device
also would improve uniformity of ad-
missions taxation, since it would elimi-

nate present multiple rates, the Treas-
ury said.

U»K, Exhibitor Plan
For Tax Cut Barred
London, March 12.—Chancellor of

the Exchequer R. A. Butler told Com-
mons yesterday that the Cinemato-
graph Exhibitors Association's plan

for revision of the entertainment tax

has "two defects—it would cost the

government several million pounds and
would mean an increased expenditure
for American films."

Butler's rhetorical remarks are not

regarded as closing the door on nego-
tiations for revision of the tax at some
future stage of the government's fi-

nance bill.

Merchants Take Theatre
Chicago, March 12.—The Home-

wood Theatre at Homewood is being

taken over by a group of the town's

merchants in an effort to keep the

house from going dark.

Amusement Tax
Take Declining

Washington, March 12. —
Federal revenues from amuse-
ment taxes have been declin-
ing steadily in recent years
"principally because of the
downward trend of motion
picture theatre admissions,"
the Treasury declared today.

It said revenues from
amusement taxes reached a
peak of $504,500,000 in fiscal

1947, but in the year ending
June 30, 1951 were down to
$444,000,000. Included were the
general admission taxes, cab-
aret tax, and taxes on club
dues, initiation fees, coin-
operated gaming devices,
bowling alleys and pool tables.

Paramount Plan
(Continued from page 1)

portunity to make an offer. Immedi-
ately after this first outlying run, one
second outlying run will be offered.

Then one second-run will be offered
in each district. In each district, runs
subsequent to the foregoing will be
licensed by negotiation to those the-

atres which have not obtained one of

the foregoing runs.

When a license has been granted
for the first and second outlying runs

in each area it will provide a maxi-
mum of 14 days from the date of

availability within which to play and
clear. In first and second in the sub-

sequent runs in the districts seven

days will be the maximum.
Said Paramount : Any "theatre de-

siring to compete for" any "run in its

area or district is invited to do so.

This results in every theatre having

an equal opportunity to compete for

their run in its area or district."

Allied of Wisconsin Will
Meet on All Clearances

Milwaukee, March 12.—Allied uf

Wisconsin has called a meeting to be

held on March 19 at the Hotel

Schroeder to discuss all city clear-

ances, including Paramount's new
plan.

^Movie Habif
{Continued from page 1)

uncertainty about the future which off-

sets what otherwise should be the

beneficial box office effect of the popu-

lation's higher wage levels and the in-

creased amount of money in circula-

tion. Perhaps even more momentous
in its over-all effect on the box office,

he said, is the fact that competitive

bidding not only foreshortens the

period in which the exhibitor can

exploit coming attractions but also

forces theatre goers to search for the

theatre playing the picture they have
singled out as "must see" entertain-

ment, whereas formerly they knew
which houses would be showing each

company's pictures next week, next
month and on beyond.

SALESMEN
Experience non-theatrical field. To
work from fheir own exchange cen-

ters. Unusual opportunities for right

type of manpower.

Box 301, MOTION PICTURE DAILY.
1270 Sixth Ave., New York 20, N. Y.



ly killer... is this

reckless woman who
risks her lovely neck for

the runaway guy she

goes for!

RKO presents

ROBERT

MUCHUM
JANE

RUSSELL

WILUAM BENDIX

w... THOMAS GOMEZ • GLORIA GRAHAME
Directed by JOSEF Von STERNBERG • Screenplay by BERNARD C. SCHOENFELD and STANLEY RUBIN

TRADE SHOWINGS
ALBANY
Fox Screening Room
1052 Broadway

ATLANTA
RKO Screening Room
195 Luckie St., N.W.

BOSTON
RKO Screening Room
122-28 Arlington St.

BUFFALO
Mo. Pic.Oper. Scr. Rm.
498 Pearl St.

CHARLOTTE
Fox Screening Room
308 S. Church St.

CHICAGO
RKO Screening Room
1300 S. Wabash Ave.

CINCINNATI
RKO Screening Room
12 East 6th St.

CLEVELAND
Fox Screening Room
2219 Payne Ave.

DALLAS
Republic Screen. Km.
412 S. Harwood St.

DENVER
Paramount Scr. Rm.
2100 Stout St.

DES MOINES
Fox Screening Room
1300 High St.

Tues. 3/18 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/18 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 8:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 2:00 P.M.

DETROIT
Blumenthal's Scr. Rm.
2310 Cass Ave.

INDIANAPOLIS
Universal Scr. Room
517 N. Illinois St.

KANSAS CITY
Paramount Scr. Room
1800 Wyandotte St.

LOS ANGELES
RKO Screening Room
1980 S. Vermont Ave.

MEMPHIS
Fox Screening Room
151 Vance Ave.

MILWAUKEE
Warner Screening Rm.
212 W. Wisconsin Ave.

MINNEAPOLIS
Fox Screening Room
1015 Currie Ave.

NEW HAVEN
Fox Screening Room
40 Whiting St.

NEW ORLEANS
Fox Screening Room
200 S. Liberty St.

NEW YORK
RKO Screening Rom
630 Ninth Ave.

Tues. 3/18 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 1:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 12:15 Noon

Tues. 3/18 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 1:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/18 2:00 P.M.

Wed. 3/19 10:30 A.M.

Tues 3/18 2:30 P.M.

OKLAHOMA
Fox Screening Room
10 North Lee St.

Tues. 3/18 10:30 A.M.

OMAHA
Fox Screening Room
1502 Davenport St.

Tues. 3/18 1:00 P.M.

PHILADELPHIA
RKO Screening Room
250 N. 13th St.

Tues. 3/18 2:30 P.M.

PITTSBURGH
RKO Screening Room
1809-13 Blvd. of Allies

Tues. 3/18 1:30 P.M.

PORTLAND
Star Screening Room
925 N.W. 19th Ave.

Tues. 3/18 2:30 P.M.

ST. LOUIS
RKO Screening Room
3143 Olive St.

Tues. 3/18 1.00 P.M.

SALT LAKE CITY
Fox Screening Room
216 East 1st St. South

Tues. 3/18 1:15 P.M.

SAN FRANCISCO
RKO Screening Room
251 Hyde St.

Tues. 3/18 2:00 P.M.

SEATTLE
Jewel Box Scr. Room
2318 2nd Avenue

Tues. 3/18 1:00 P.M.

SIOUX FALLS
Hollvwood Theatre
212 N. Philips Ave.

Tues. 3/18 10:30 A.M.

WASHINGTON
Film Center Scr. Rm.
932 New Jersey Ave.

Tues. 3/18 2:00 P.M.
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COMPO Heads

Fail to Get

Skouras' ^Yes'

Shies at Top Post; Say
O'Donnell May Accept

By CHARLES L. FRANKE
The endeavors of a trio of Coun-

cil of Motion Picture Organizations

officials late Wednesday to per-

suade Spyros P. Skouras, 20th

Century-Fox head to accept the COM-
PO presidency were not immediately
fruitful, it was learned yesterday.

The only official statement to

come from the COMPO execu-
tives with reference to their
meeting with Skouras, who was
elected but has not accepted the
presidency, was that a formal

(Continued on page 4)

RKO Stock Disposal

Slows Divestiture

Negligible progress in the sale of

RKO Theatres' minority stock inter-

est in Metropolitan Playhouses, Inc.,

an interest it must dispose of under
terms of its consent decree, is reported

by RKO Theatres executives.

RKO Theatres states that from time
(Continued on page 5)

Expect Admissions
To Stay Uncontrolled

Washington, March 13. —
Film admissions and rentals
will remain free from govern-
ment price control in any law
Congress passes this year to
extend the Defense Produc-
tion Act, Capitol observers
believe.

Both the original law in
1950 and the extender voted
last year contained provisions
exempting these prices from
control. With hearings
already started in the Senate
and slated to start late this
month in the House, no pres-
sure has developed to end
this exemption.

Heineman^ Youngstein to

Hold Progress Confabs
William J. Heineman, vice-president in charge of United Artists sales,

will leave New York over the weekend for Boston, accompanied by Max
E. Youngstein, UA vice-president, to

VPT Holds Off TV
Plans Until FCC Acts
Washington, March 13. — United

Paramount Theatres president Leon-
ard H. Goldenson said today his com-
pany would take all theatre T\' in-

^. lallaticns it now has on order, but
would r.ot order any further sets until

the Federal Communications Commis-
sion has ruled on the question of spe-
cial channels for theatre TV.
He said the company would go

(Continued on page 5)

Asfcs Aids to Film
Sales in Ctiicago
Chicago, March 13.—A plea for

distributor assistance in the form of
special showmanship contributions to
stem the closing of more Chicago thea-
tres was made by Jack Kirsch, presi-
dent of Illinois Allied, in his annual
report to the organization.
"The official three per cent city tax

(Continued on page 4)

launch a series of meetings with Unit
ed Artists branch personnel and with
exhibitors. They will bring before the

whole UA force an analysis of sales

progress on all current company prod-

uct and will outline sales and mer-
chandising programs for upcoming
features scheduled for release this

year.

The meetings, which ultimately will

cover every UA branch in the United
States and Canada, will be attended

by branch managers, salesmen, office

managers and bookers. Heineman and
(Continued on page 5)

Ofcay Construction
Of Six; Deny Two
Washington, March 13.—The Na-

tional Production Authority today
announced approval of another six

theatre construction projects, and the

denial of two projects.

The actions were contained in a
supplemental list of February deci-

sions on applications for all types of

(Continued on page 4)

QP Showmanship Awards to

Grossman and Harrison
Louis Grossman, manager of the

RKO Alden Theatre, Jamaica, L. I.,

and John Har-
rison, manager
of the Lyric
Theatre, Way-
cross, Ga., have
been designated
the two top
showmen and
winners of the

twin Grand
Awards in the

18th Annual
Quigley Show-
manship com-
petition con-
ducted by the

Manage r s'

Round Table of
Motiuii Picture Herald.
A third award, the Quigley Over-

seas Grand Award, was won by
Florent Schollaert, proprietor of the

Ijoiiis Grossman

Agora Theatre, Brussels, Belgium.
Fifty-one judges, made up of dis-

tribution home
office sales, ad-

vertising, pub-
licity and ex-

p 1 o i t a t i o n

executives and
circuit promo-
tion executives

of the U. S. and
Canada, select-

ed the 1951 win-
ners from more
than 70 adver-

tising and ex-

ploitation cam-
paigns which
emerged as fi-

nalists from the

hundreds submitted during the year

to the Managers' Round Table, which
is under the editorship of Walter

(Continued on page 5)

John Harrison

Texas Jurist

Okays Tinky'

Appeal Papers

Machinery Started for a
Review by High Court

Judge H. N. Graves of the Texas
Court of Criminal Appeals in a
surprise move yesterday started le-

gal machinery for a review of
screen censorship by the U. S. Su-
preme Court. The Motion Picture
Association of America reported here
that the jurist signed appeal papers
authorizing Texas theatre manager
W. L. Gelling to appeal his conviction
for showing the 20th Century-Fox
production, "Pinky," in violation of a
Afarshall, Texas, censorship ruling.

Eric A. Johnston, MPAA president,

greeted the judge's action with: "We
welcome and applaud this opportunity

(Continued on page 4)

MGM to Key Ads to

Individual Films

Hollywood, March 13.—National
and local advertising campaigns for

M-G-M's 1952 product line-up, will

be keyed to the individual picture,

Howard Dietz, M-G-M vice-president

and director of advertising-publicity

and exploitation, disclosed here.

The occasion was a luncheon of

studio executives and producers with
(Continued on page 5)

7 Complaints Before
Grievance Board
Atlanta, March 13. — The

T O A Southern grievance
panel met here yesterday at
the Hotel Piedmont where
seven complaints were
entered against exchanges,
but they will not be reported
until an exhibitors meeting is

held on April 13. At that
time, J. H. Thompson re-
ported, there would be about
25 more complaints. O. C.
Lam, Ray Edmondson, Jay
Solomon and Bill Griffin com-
prise the grievance board.

'frican QueeiP"
ZOOMING TO SOCKOf

Woods Iheafre, Chicago

HUMPHREY KATHARINE

BOGART • HEPBURN
Produced by S. P. EAGLE

Directed by JOHN HUSTON
Color by TECHNICOLOR
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Personal
Mention
LEON J. BAMBERGER, RKO

Pictures sales promotion head,

will address the Theatre Owners of

Oklahoma convention in Oklahoma
City on March 24-25.

Gene Arneel of the Variety editor-

ial staff, and Doris Kuthy, secretary

to Martin Davis, Samuel Goldwyn
assistant ad-publicity director, have

become engaged.

Charlton Heston and his wife

;

Beryl Ives and William Pizor, vice-

president of Lippert Productions, will

fly to London from here Sunday via

BOAC.

Allen M. Widem, motion picture

editor of the Hartford Times, will fly

to Los Angeles Sunday for a week's

stay.
•

Sir Philip Warter, chairman of

Associated British Pictures Corp.,

Ltd., will leave here today for Eng-
land aboard the 6". S. Queen Mary.

Arthur Manson of the Harold
Salemson office, will leave here to-

day for Philadelphia.

•

Michael Hyams, vice-president of

Globe Films, left here by plane yes-

terday for London.
•

Bert Orde of Redbook magazine,

returned here yesterday from the

Coast.

Hugh Herbert, 66,

Dies on the Coast

Hollywood, March 13. — Hugh
Herbert, film comedian of "Woo-
Woo" fame, died of a heart ailment

last night at his home here at the age

of 66. As an actor with Warner
Brothers he appeared in 40 pictures

between 1933 and 1938.

Among his later pictures were

:

"Ever Since Eve," "Beauty for Sale,"

"Kismet," "Men in Her Diary," "One
Way to Love," "A Miracle Can Hap-
pen," "Beautiful Blonde from Bashful

Bend."
Funeral arrangements were held up

pending the arrival of his former wife

from Texas. A brother also survives.

Devereux Jennings,
Pioneer Cameraman
Hollywood, March 13. — Funeral

will be held tomorrow at the Utter-

McKinley Mortuary, for Devereux
Jennings, 07, pioneer cameraman, who
died yesterday following a long ill-

ness. The deceased had been cinema-
tographer 42 years, the last 30 at

Paramount, where he worked on all

DeMille films from "Crusades" to

"The Greatest Show on Earth," no-
tably on special effects. A brother,

Gordon, also at Paramount, and two
sisters survive.

Okay Johnston for

Another U. S. Post
Washington, March 13.—The

Senate has confirmed Motion
Picture Association of Amer-
ica president Eric Johnston
as a member of the Mutual
Security Agency's public ad-
visory board. This is distinct
from and is in addition to his

duties as chairman of the In-

ternational Development Ad-
visory Board.

iwu Brief . • .

London, March. 13.—The British

Film Producers Association has in-

duced the government to urge the

United Kingdom Liaison Mission in

Tokyo to seek a more favored posi-

tion for British films in the Japanese
market.

Britain has been allocated licenses

for only seven films in the first half

of the Japanese quota year commenc-
ing April 1. Australia and South
Africa were each allocated one license

for the period and have transferred
them to Britain, making nine in all.

For the same period the U. S. is allo-

cated 78.
•

Cleveland, March 13.—Twentieth
Century-Fox's "Decision Before
Dawn" was voted the best picture of

January by the Cleveland Movie Crit-

ics Circle. Next in order were

:

"Room for One More," Warner
Brothers ; "The Browning Version,"
Universal ; "Bonnie Prince Charlie,"

Snader Productions
;
"Callaway Went

Thataway," M-G-M.
•

Some 90.7 per cent of those polled

to determine audience reaction to the

number of times-per-week that the

March of Time's "History in the

Making" series should be shown at

the Embassy 46th Street Theatre in-

dicated the series should be presented

at least once-a-week, according to

Norman Elson, president of Guild En-
terprise, owner of the house.

•

Albany, N. Y., March 13.—The As-
sembly passed today, by divided vote,

the Roman Booth Projection Bill, to

which exhibitor organizations had reg-

istered vigorous protest. The Ballot

is academic in eff^ect, since Assembly-
man Joseph Roman announced on the

floor yesterday that the companion
Condon measure had been killed in the

Senate Committee on Labor and In-

dustry. The Roman bill will not be

reported in the Upper House.

Pinanski President
Of Sentry Lodge
Boston, March 13.-— Samuel Pi-

nanski, circuit operator ; has been
elected president of the Sentry Lodge
of B'nai Brith of Brookline. Louis
Richmond, of Richmond and Stern

Enterprises, was elected vice-presi-

dent, Henri Schwartzberg film buyer
and booker of American Theatres, was
elected financial secretary.

Talks Open in U. S.

And France On A
NewFilmAgreement

By HENRY KAHN
Paris, March 11 (By Air Mail).—

Talks looking to negotiation of a new
Franco-American film agreement will

be underway on two fronts by the end
of this week. One site is here in Paris
where a member of the American Em-
bassy currently is discussing the situa-

tion with French Foreign Office, ac-

cording to M. Louvel, French Minister
of Commerce.

In Washington on Friday, officials

of the Motion Picture Association of
America and the Society of Independ-
ent Motion Picture Producers will

meet with U. S. State Department
officials on the subject.

The French Commerce Minister de-
clared it was too early to outline the
direction the talks were taking, but he
did say that the new agreement would
be very similar to the present pact.
The conference had been called for the
purpose of outlining a plan to save the
French film industry. Louvel said this

was no more than a plan at present,

that it might come before the French
Parliament very soon and that it was
likely to be changed and modified
there.

He indicated he did not think the
crisis was as serious as some quarters
tried to make out and he provided
some figures. For instance, between
1949 and 1945, some 85 films were re-
leased. They cost 3,592,000,000 francs
and they earned 3,860,000,000 francs.
In 1950-51 some 94 films were re-
leased. They cost 3,914,000,000 francs
and earned 4,533,000,000. The official

rate of exchange is 350 francs to the
American dollar. The Minister pointed
out that the industry was not losing
money even if it was not earning any.
Films, he said, are producing sufficient
revenue to pay for themselves and to
pay the interest on loans.

Backlogs too are mounting. In 1948
there were 88 films awaiting release.

Today, there are 128. He blamed
"slight over-production" as the cause
of the crisis.

Martin, Lewis Hub
Gross Near $90,000
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis gros-

sed approximately $90,000 in their one
week in-person engagement at the

Metropolitan, ending Wednesday night,

Martin J. Mullin, president of New
England Theatres, Inc., informed Mo-
tion Picture Daily over the tele-

phone from Boston yesterday. He de-

scribed this as the "biggest gross that

ever hit Boston."

Saturation Booking
For ParaJs *Aaron'
A saturation booking campaign has

been set in the Midwest for Para-
mount's "Aaron Slick from Punkin
Crick," following the world premiere
of the color by Technicolor musical

in Indianapolis on March 21. More
than 75 dates within a week have al-

ready been scheduled in Indianapolis,

Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Chicago, Des
Moines and Omaha.

U. K. Theatres Fear
Austerity Effects

London, March 13. — Re-
lieved for the time being of
their fears that the new gov-
ernment's budget might call
for an increased entertain-
ment tax, British showmen
now are assaying the possible
effects of other phases of the
new fiscal measures on the-
atre attetndance.
Many industry officials

point out that added restric-
tions are designed to lessen
the spending money available
to the public for luxuries and
that, while their full effect
may not be felt for some
time, they are almost certain
to hit theatre attendance
eventually.

U.K. Industry Bids

For TV Channels

London, March 13.—The develop-
ment of television here will be re-
stricted if the government protects
the BBC's public service from all

possible competition, the British film
industry's memorandum to the gov-
ernment urging authorization of thea-
tre television transmissions, asserts.

The memorandum, made public re-
cently, is signed by the presidents of
the_ production, distribution and ex-
hibition trade associations, but was
prepared by Sir Henry French, direc-
tor-general of the British Film Pro-
ducers Association.

Contending that BBC should be
limited primarily to home television

activities, and that the industry
should be granted its own exclusive
channels, the memorandum asserts

that to deny the latter would be like

denying radar to ships and aircraft

not owned by the government.
It points out that theatre television

transmissions would not interfere

with the use of wave lengths needed
for home TV and sets forth the ex-
clusive features which the industry
could produce for theatre television

audiences.

NEW YORK THEATRES

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL
Rockefeller Center

CECIL B. DeMILLE'S

"THE GREATEST SHOW
ON EARTH"

color by TECHNICOLOR
plus

SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION

WALT DISNEY'S

SNOW WHITE
and the SEVEN DWARFS

Color by Technicolor

CP I T F R I n M BROADWAY AND
K. I I C K I U IN 45TH STREET
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Skouras Joins in

Tribute to Terry

Spyros P. Skouras, 20th Century-

Fox president, and several others,

paid tribute to Paul Terry, head of

Terrytoons Studios, at a testimonial

luncheon held here yesterday at the

Society of Illustrators headquarters.

Skouras, commenting on the occa-

sion of Terry's 1,000th release, ex-

pressed confidence that the long asso-

ciation between 20th-Fox, which has

handled the distribution of Terrytoons

for the past 20 years, would continue

many more years.

The 20th-Fox executives attending

included : Murray, Arthur and Eman-
uel Silverstone, Charles Einfeld, W.
J. Eadie, W. C. Gehring, Leslie F.

Whelan, Peter Levathes, Roger Ferri,

Morris Caplan, Alvin Silverback and
Abe Dickstein.

L. A. Orpheum Files

Amended Complaint
Los Angeles, March 13.—Metro-

politan Theatres has filed an amended
complaint in Federal Court here in

its year-old anti-trust damage action

against five major distribution com-
panies involving its Orpheum Theatre.
The suit was filed when the Or-

pheum was closed last March, al-

legedly for inability to obtain product.

It asked injunctive relief to make films

available to the theatre. Recently, the

Orpheum reopened after obtaining

product. The amendment to the suit

asks treble damages of $360,000 for al-

leged losses during the period it was
closed, and Columbia and Universal
have been added as defendants.

NPA Cites the Film Industry for
Cooperation in Salvaging Copper
Washington, March 13.—All branches of the film industry are

showing "splendid cooperation" in the Government's copper drip-
pings salvage program. National Production Authority film chief
Nathan D. Golden said here today.
National Carbon Co., he reported, is including a salvage slogan

in all of its advertising on projector carbons, and is also putting a
"stufFer" with a slogan in each box of carbons sold, to put a con-
stant reminder before projectionists. Pledge cards from 155 RCA
Service Co. field engineers also promise to bring the program to

the attention of operators, and similar promises are in from Altec
Service Corp., Golden said. He also praised film delivery associa-
tions, trade papers, and the various Variety clubs for carrying out
the program.

'Jack and Beanstalk^
Premiere on April 5
The world premiere of "Jack and

the Beanstalk," Abbott and Costello's

new Exclusive Productions picture, in

Supercine Color for Warner Brothers,

will take place at the Fabian Theatre
in Paterson, N. J., Lou Costello's

home town, on Saturday evening,

April 5, with the net proceeds going
to the Emergency Athletic Fund oper-
ated by the Old Timers Club of Pater-
son for the youth of that city. Bud
Abbott and Costello will make per-

sonal appearances at the theatre as the

highlight of the premiere activities.

"Jack and the Beanstalk" is the

25th picture Abbott and Costello have

made together, their first for Warner
Brothers and their first motion pic-

ture in color.

The need for copper scrap is urgent.

SAVE THOSE COPPER DRIPPINGS

New Firm Takes Over
Chicago's Palace
Chicago, March 13.—The Palace

Theatre, which was vacated by RKO
Theatres the day before yesterday,
will be operated by the Palace Thea-
tre Holding Corp. effective immedi-
ately. Rollin Stonebrook, manager of
the North Center Theatre for Arthur
Wirtz, will act as general manager of
the Palace, indicating the probability
that Wirtz is one of the members
along with Otto K. Eitel (owner of
the Palace Theatre Building, which
also houses the Bismarck Hotel).

Critics Pick 'Vadis'

And 'Streetcar'

Towne Decision Request
Chicago, March 13. — The major

film companies today entered a cross

complaint before Judge Barnes in Fed-
eral District Court here asking for

more details on the Towne Theatre
decision which set definite limits for

first runs in Milwaukee.

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's "Quo Va-
dis" last night was named the best

motion picture of 1951 by the Foreign
Language Press Film Critics' Circle.

The award was made during a broad-
cast on New York City's municipal
station, WNYC. Guest speaker during
the presentation was Frank S. Hogan,
district attorney of New York County.
W. Borzecki, president of the Circle,

announced the award and M. L. Si-

mons of M-G-M accepted for the com-
pany.

"A Streetcar Named Desire," an-

nounced as a close contender for the

best film award, was named "distinc-

tive in many phases of production,"

receiving awards for best producer, to

Charles Feldman ; beest actress, Vi-
vien Leigh ; best director, Elia Kazan

;

and best screen play, by Tennessee
Williams. The Warner awards were
accepted by Albert Howson, scenario

editor. Kirk Douglas, star of "Detec-

tive Story," was named best actor of

1951.

Drive-ins Discuss
Institutional Ads
Albany, N. Y., March 13.—An

institutional advertising campaign, in-

surance and legislation were the three

subjects discussed at a special meeting

for drive-in owners and operators,

held today in the Albany Theatre
Owners of America offices. It was de-

cided to abandon the plan of using

24-sheets, cooperatively, and to pro-

ceed with the purchase of jumbo win-

dow cards.

CITY PLACE OF SCREENING TIME

ALBANY FOX SCREENING ROOM, 1052 Broadway 2 P.M.

ATLANTA PARAMOUNT PRO J. ROOM, 154 Walfon Sr., N.W 2 P.M.

BOSTON PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 58-62 Berkeley Street 2 P.M.

BUFFALO PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 464 Franklin Street 2 P.M.

CHARLOnE PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 305-7 South Ctiurch Street JO A.M.

CHICAGO PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1306 South Michigan Avenue 7:30 P.M.

CINCINNATI PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1214 Central Parkway 2 P.M.

CLEVELAND PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1735 Eosf 23rd Street 8.15 P.M.

DALLAS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 400 North Preston Street 2:30 P.M.

DENVER PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 2100 Stout Street 2 P.M.

DES MOINES PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1125 High Street I P.M.

DETROIT PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 479 Ledyard Avenue 2 P.M.

INDIANAPOLIS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 116 West Michigan Street I P.M.

JACKSONVILLE FLORIDA STATE THEA. SCREENING ROOM, Florida Theo. BIdg 8 P.M.

KANSAS CITY PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1800 Wyandotte Street 2 P.M.

LOS ANGELES PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1613 West 20th Street ?:30 P.M.

MEMPHIS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 362 South Second Street 12:15 NOON
MILWAUKEE PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1121 North Eighth Street 2 P.M.

MINNEAPOLIS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1201 Currie Avenue 2 P.M.

NEW HAVEN PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 82 State Street 2 P.M.

NEW ORLEANS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 215 South Liberty Street 10:30 A.M.

NEW YORK CITY. . .PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1501 Broadway (9fh Fl.) 2:30 P.M.

OKLAHOMA CITY .. PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 701 West Grand Avenue JO A.M.

OMAHA PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1704 Davenport Street J P.M.

PHILADELPHIA PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 248 North 12th Street 2 P.M.

PinSBURGH PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1727 Boulevard of Allies 2 P.M.

PORTLAND PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 909 N. W. 19th Avenue 2 P.M.

ST. LOUIS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 2949-2953 Olive Street J P.M.

SALT LAKE CITY PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 270 East 1st South Street J:30 P.M.

SAN FRANCISCO.. .PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 205 Golden Gate Ave 2 P.M.

SEAHLE MODERN THEATRE SUPPLY PROJ. ROOM, 2400 Third Ave J:30 P.M.

WASHINGTON PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 306 H Street, N.W 2:30 P.M.

PARAMOUNT 1
TRADE SHOWS 1

Friday, March 21, 1952

• • •

Leo McCarey's

My Son John
Starring

HELEN HAYES • VAN HEFLIN

ROBERT WALKER • DEAN JAGGER
Screenplay by

MYLES CONNOLLY and LEO McCAREY i

Adaptation by JOHN LEE MAHIN i
Produced and Directed by U

LEO McCAREY M
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Review
"The Sniper"
CKramer-Columbia)

npHE PSYCHOPATHIC KILLER is on the loose again, this time using
a carbine with telescopic lens and silencer to do away with a group of

women—they're all brunettes—and in the process spreading panic throughout
the city where the story is told. It looks like San Francisco, but it's never
named and never matters.

The mentally ill murderer is personable Arthur Franz whose difficulty

presumably traces to childhood and either lack of mother love or downright
mistreatment and neglect. The deep-rooted seat of the trouble is suggested,
but never clearly defined. At any rate, he finds himself embarking on a series

of eliminations of women he scarcely knows or does not know at all under
the stresses of an urge against which he fails to cope successfully although
at scattered moments he tries.

He becomes known as "The Sniper" as the killings accelerate in number
and the terror of the community grows. It becomes the job of Adolphe
Menjou, Frank Faylen and the entire police department to halt the bloody
bath, which they do in due time. But presented as the core of the attraction
is the question of where the fault resides. Is it the mentally-twisted killer who
should bear the guilt or is it society at large for failing to eliminate or alle-

viate the conditions which make such a killer possible? Richard Kiley, as
the police psychiatrist, poses the issue which is left for the audience to decide
as the dragnet finally closes.

There is considerable suspense in "The Sniper." Treatment by Edna and
Edward Anhalt who wrote the story and also served as associate producers,
emphasizes the documentary approach which director Edward Dmytryk faith-
fully pursued. Despite its sociological overtones, the attraction will stack up
for the general run of audiences as a melodramatic thriller that should grip
them.
Franz fails to get substantially into his characterization so that little of

tortured uncertainties which are supposed to be his breaks through. Menjou
is on competent and sure ground as the chief police officer. Other supporting
players are believable. Harry Brown wrote the screenplay.
Running time, 87 minutes. General audience classification. Release date

May, 1952. Red Kann

Compo Heads
{Continued from page 1)

announcement could be ex-

pected "early next week." The
visitors to Skouras' office here
were Arthur L. Mayer, retiring

COMPO executive vice-presi-

dent; Robert W. Coyne, special

counsel, and Charles E. McCar-
thy, information director.

A possibility that further talks

with Skouras, perhaps with company
presidents participating, might lead

him to accept was seen in the. COM-
PO executives' characterization of

the Wednesday meeting as "satisfac-

tory." However, this could mean also

that the 20th Century-Fox president,

who has been said to be reluctant to

accept because of the pressure of

company business, had asked for

more time to consider.

It is understood, meanwhile, that

should Skouras decline with finality,

Robert J. (Bob) O'Donnell, head of

the Interstate Circuit of Texas who
has been active in COMPO in official

capacities, has agreed to take the

COMPO presidency for at least an
interim period. O'Donnell, who is due
to return on or about April 5 from
a vacation abroad, was said to have
indicated he would take the post only
after every means to win Skouras'
acceptance had been exhausted.

Progress Confabs
(Continued from page 1)

Youngstein will spend at least two
days in each situation in order to ex-
plore all phases of branch operation.

In announcing the meetings, which
will begin just one year since the ac-
quisition of management control of the
company by Arthur B. Krim and his

associates, Heineman stated, "In our
view, a series of meetings such as
these which permit us to sit down with
all of our personnel, to hear their

problems and plans provides us with
an opportunity to further improve our
sales organization and bring it to the
very peak of operating capacity. We
will discuss all phases of each branch
operation in detail and get to know in

specific terms what the branches need
of us. In turn, these meetings will

provide us with the opportunity of
bringing the total picture of our com-
pany's program to each person in our
organization so that all of us can work
with full knowledge toward the same
objectives. Bringnig the whole UA
story before our organization — the
high quality of our forthcoming re-
leases will be of inestimable value to
all concerned."
Heineman also revealed that a ten-

tative release schedule for the balance
of the year will be developed.
The meeting in Boston will take

place on Monday and Tuesday and
will be followed by a meeting in Buf-
falo on Wednesday and Thursday and
by one in Toronto next Friday and
Saturday.
Nat Nathanson, Eastern sales man-

ager, will attend the three meetings.

Report on YWCA Drive
The Business Men's Committee for

the New York YWCA fund-raising
campaign reports that the motion pic-

ture division delivered the greatest

number of individual contributors dur-
ing its drive. Ned E. Depinet, presi-

dent of RKO Pictures, heads the

Committee and was assisted in the

drive by Leon J. Bamberger, RKO
sales promotion head.

Okays Construction
(Continued from page 1)

commercial building in the first quar-
ter.

One of the approvals was a new
$342,000 house for Fox Greater The-
atres, Inc., in Denver. NPA approval
of this project was reported by Mo-
tion Picture Daily some weeks ago,
although not officially announced at

the time. It was okayed on the rep-
resentation that Fox had all necessary
materials on hand and would require
no government allotment. Approved
on the same ground was a new $54,-

110 drive-in for East Texas Theatres,
Inc., in Houston.
A third project, a $24,100 drive-in

for Harry E. Wessinger of Lexing-
ton, S. C, was approved as using less

than the maximum permissible
amounts of steel and copper. The
other three approvals got NPA allot-

ments of steel, copper and aluminum.
They were: a $33,687 remodeling job
in a theatre owned by Kenneth Rich-
ardson, Seneca, S. C. ; a $119,000 the-

atre for D. M. Peterson, Pierre, S. D.,

and a $47,500 theatre for Intermoun-
tain Theatre Supply Co., Elko, Nev.
The two denials came on a $19,300

drive-in proposed by John Shade,
Tower City, Pa., and a $27,900 drive-

in proposed by Washington Theatres
Co., Marietta, Ohio.

In earlier actions on applications for
building in the first quarter, NPA
had denied 17 theatre projects and
approved 24.

Bernard Gets 'Usher'
Distribution rights to "The Fall of

the House of Usher," independently
produced British picture, have been
acquired by Barry Bernard who has
just returned here after six months in

England and France. Releasing ar-
rangements for several other pictures
acquired by Bernard will be set

shortly. Bernard was formerly asso-
ciated with Rosener Theatres, West
Coast circuit.

Asks Aids to Film
(Continued from page 1)

figures," Kirsch said, "show a drop of
over 50 per cent in motion picture
theatre receipts, comparing January,
1952, to January, 1949, the collections
for the two periods being $60,321 and
$146,632, respectively.

Asks Concerted Effort

"In view of this," Kirsch said, "we
feel it is high time for producers and
distributors to make a concerted effort
to stimulate business in Chicago
through world premieres, personal ap-
pearances of important screen per-
sonalities and intensified advertising
and publicity campaigns on their pic-
tures, so that we will be able to keep
our remaining theatres open."

Kirsch was reelected president of

Illinois Allied for another three-year
term at the annual meeting Wednes-
day.

Set 'Vadis' Brooklyn
Build-up Promotion
M-G-M's color in Technicolor "Quo

Vadis" will have a Brooklyn premiere
on Wednesday at Loew's Metropolitan.
The theatre will open at 10 A.M., with
special ceremonies being set for the
evening performance at eight.

Brooklyn college and high school

girls will act as hostesses at the even-
ing performance. At noon and again

at eight a group of young men in the

original "Praetorian guards" costumes
from the picture will be seen atop the

theatre marquee. Borough president

John Cashmore has issued a proclama-
tion citing the premiere.

UA Account to Keith
The Maxine Keith Agency has been

assigned to handle radio and television

promotion of all United Artists pic-

tures, it was announced by Francis

M. Winikus, UA national director of

advertising-publicity. The agency is

headed by Maxine Keith.

Tinky' Appeal
(Continued from page 1)

to have the highest court in the land
rule on the constitutionality of motion
picture censorship."

Graves' approval of the appeal came
after reconsideration of his earlier de-
cision not to sign. Now it will not
be necessary for Ceiling's attorney to
get a Supreme Court justice to sign
the appeal papers.

The appeal was filed by Ceiling's

attorney, Robert H. Park of Beau-
mont, Texas. Associated with Park
in the appeal are Herbert Wechsler,
professor of law of Columbia Univer-
sity, and Philip J. O'Brien, Jr., of

the legal staff of the MPAA.
The appeal brands as outmoded and

no longer applicable the Supreme
Court's 37-year-old decision in the

"Mutual Film" case wherein the mo-
tion picture, likened to a "circus" or a
"spectacle," was held to be excluded
from the communication media en-

titled to Constitutional protection.

The Texas Court of Criminal Ap-
peals relied on the "Mutual Film"
decision in upholding GeUing's con-

viction.

The appeal calls upon the Supreme
Court to reverse the Mutual decision
because whatever validity the decision
may have had in 1915 it "has been
undermined by supervening changes
of both law and fact."

These changes, the appeal states,

"call emphatically for examination
and correction by the Supreme
Court," so the motion picture will be
given the Constitutional protection
now afforded the press.

Said Johnston : "Every one of us
has a stake in the outcome of the
'Pinky' case. We know it's a basic
and abiding truth that no one me-
dium of expression can have its free-

dom chipped away without endanger-
ing all others.

"We know further that the free-

dom-of-speech safeguards of every in-

dividual are jeopardized when the
freedom of any medium of expression
is encroached upon.

"I am hopeful therefore that out of
the 'Pinky' case can come a clear-cut
decision by the Supreme Court which
will rout out film censorship wherever
it exists and which will establish for
all time the principle of freedom of
the screen as a Constitutional right
—sacred along with freedom of speech
and freedom of the press."

82 Aides to Attend
*Vadis' Rome Meet
Some 82 managers, sales and pub-

licity heads will converge on Rome
from 37 countries for the Loew's In-
ternational Corp. "Quo Vadis" con-
ference which will get underway there
on March 23. Arthur M. Loew, pres-
ident, and Morton A. Spring, first

vice-president, will head the New
York contingent.

Two lion cubs, named Quo and Va-
dis, have been secured from the Au-
dubon Zoo in New Orleans for the
conference.

$2,550 Gross for 'Fury'
New Orleans, March 13.—Univer-

sal-International's "Flesh and Fury,"
starring Tony Curtis and Jan Sterling

which had its world premiere at the

RKO Orpheum theatre here yester-

day, opened to $2,550, said to be the

best gross of any U-I picture to play
the house since "Winchester '73" in

July, 1950.
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Divestiture

(Continued from page 1)

to time negotiations have been carried

on looking toward the purchase by

Metropolitan Playhouses of RKO
Theatres' 20 per cent ownership of

Metropolitan's Class A stock, now
trusteed to attorney George W. Alger.

These talks, however, have been in-

decisive.

The divestiture of the Metropolitan

Playhouses interest, plus the disposi-

tion of a trusteed one-third interest in

Gifts Theatres, Cincinnati, are the

only outstanding terms of the RKO
consent decree divestiture still to be

met.

First of the Majors

Other terms of the decree, the first

of the majors, which was filed on

Nov. 8, 1948, called for either pur-

chase or disposal of 22 theatres and

the disposition of minority interests

affecting about 263 theatres. Of the

theatres which RKO was given a

choice, the company chose to wholly

acquire 10 and sell six. With another

six theatres sold, not mentioned in the

decree, the theatre company was left

with its present 92 theatres, compared
to the 103 it operated at the time of

the decree.

Regarding the disposition of RKO
Theatres' minority interest in Metro-

politan Playhouses, which consists of

about 120 theatres, the court set a

two-and-a-half year deadline for the

trustee to dispose of the interest, in

a court order dated ^May 18, 1950.

RKO Theatres' minority interests,

mainly in the W. S. Butterfield cir-

cuit, has been sold.

Divorcement of the old RKO parent

company into two separate production-

distribution and exhibition firms came
Dec. 31, 1950, due to the various ex-

tensions obtained, pushing back the

initial one-year deadline.

M-G-M to Key
(Continued from page 1)

six recently-appointed special field

promotion representatives.

Dietz forecast that the 1952 cam-
paign would be one of the biggest con-

ducted by the company, emphasizing
the planned individual handling of

each picture on both national and local

levels, depending upon box-office po-

tential established by pre-release en-

gagements.

Schary Opens Session

Dore Schary, vice-president in

charge of production, opened the ses-

sion with a welcome to Emery Austin,

Southern division ; Arthur Canton,
Eastern division ; E. B. Coleman,
Southwestern ; E. C. Pearson, Cen-
tral ; Ivan Fuldauer, Midwestern, and
Ted Galanter. Western division.

Attending, in addition to Schary and
Dietz, were E. J. Mannix, Ben Thau,

J. J. Cohn, Lawrence Weingarten,
Charles Schnee and L. K. Sidney, ex-

ecutives, and company producers, as

well as Dan Terrell, head of exploita-

tion.

Dietz pointed out that M-G-M has
long recognized the fact that individ-

ual campaigns in key situations were
a necessary climax to over-all inter-

national campaigns which start even
before a picture goes into production.

Dietz and Terrell announced plans

whereby field division representatives

will return to Culver City at regular

intervals to see new product and to

discuss sales angles with executives,

producers and directors.

UPT TVPlans AwaitFCC
(Continued from page 1)

ahead with 14 additional theatre TV
installations now planned and would
continue to experiment with any the-

atre TV events that come along.

Questioned by UPT counsel Duke
Patrick as to long-range UPT theatre

television policy, however, Goldenson

cited the forthcoming hearings on the-

atre TV frequencies, and said that

"until such a determination is made,

I don't see how any policy can be

arrived at."

The UPT president said his firm

would equip theatres in Buffalo, Oma-
ha, Salt Lake City and San Francisco

with four theatre TV installations

which it has on hand, and in addition,

10 other theatres would be equipped

with installations now on order. Be-

yond that, however, he said, UPT
"has no intention" of committing it-

self to any more theatre TV equip-

ment "until we know what the rule-

making determination will be."

No Plans to Produce

UPT has no plans to produce any
programs, he said, but it is "prepared

to experiment" with any event if its

"local people" want it.

Goldenson made the statements dur-

ing testimony at the FCC's catch-all

Paramount hearing. Earlier, UPT
secretary-treasurer Robert H. O'Brien
told hearing examiner Leo Resnick
that UPT's theatre TV program had
been for the purpose of experimenta-

tion and testing and that the company
had expected a financial loss on the

program. He added he felt the losses

on UPT's theatre TV operations

didn't indicate one way or the other

whether theatre TV has been a failure

or success.

Goldenson told FCC counsel
Frederick Ford that UPT would
not apply for theatre television

frequencies should the Commis-
sion decide to give frequencies
to persons other than common
carriers. He did not elaborate
on this answer.

If one of his theatres and one of

his television stations could afford to

compete for a picture, Goldenson said,

he would tell the theatre to bid as

much as it felt it could and still make
a profit and "I would tell the same
thing to the television station." He
added that "at this time and in the

reasonable future" he didn't think a

television station could compete with
a theatre, but that in five or six years
"there will be competition on both
sides and competition will answer the
problem."

In his opinion, Goldenson said, one
answer to the problem of whether to

put a picture in a theatre or on tele-

vision would be that pictures would
be specifically for one or the other
media. Pictures for theatre exhibition

would be tailored to a "disciplined

audience," would be made for a large

screen and would take the time to

Sullivan on TV Tomorrow
Gael Sullivan, executive director of

the Theatre Owners of America, will

be joined by the comedy team of Mar-
tin and Lewis on television tomorrow
afternoon in an appeal to the public

for $500,000 in contributions to sup-
port the New York Cardiac Hospital
and Home. The telecast will emanate
from station WNBT, New York. Sul-

livan, chairman of the drive for funds,

arranged for the Martin and Lewis
appearance while he was on the Coast
in January.

develop a "background of a certain

type." Pictures for home television

sets would be shorter, he explained,

and attuned to the interferences that

cut into home viewing.

He also said he didn't envision any
time in the future when the entire pro-

gram in a theatre would be televised.

O'Brien, who was questioned
at length on the financial re-

sults of UPT's theatre tele-

vision activity, said he didn't
think the figures proved much
one way or the other except as
to the drawing power of indi-

vidual events.

"Only the unusual events have
drawing power," he declared. "When
we went into the theatre television

program, we realized \vt were going
to suffer losses," he continued. "Thej'
weren't surprising to us, but we didn't

do it for that purpose. We did it for

the purpose of experimenting and
testing."

O'Brien pointed out that the theatre

TV statistics which UPT had intro-

duced into the record showed a net
loss, but said, "\wg. haven't inferred

from that that it is necessarily an en-

terprise through which we Avould con-
tinue to lose. "He didn't know what
LTPT's future activities would be in

the theatre television field, he ex-
planied, but "to me it has been ex-
ploration, experimentation, testing, to

find out what it is. I don't predict

that it will be a failure and I don't

say that it has been a failure. But
I don't think it has been proved a

success."

QP Awards
(Continued from page 1)

Brooks. The judging took place at

Toots Shor's Restaurant here this

week. It was followed by a luncheon

at which Martin Quigley said it was
evident that the industry was facing a

bright and possibly a golden future,

and that the extent of the potential

prosperity it might enjoy was limited

Dnly by the extent to which industry

public relations were improved.
Russell Downing, president of Radio

City Music Hall, the principal speak-

er at the luncheon, told Quigley that,

"By creating additional incentive

through these Awards, you have made
a great and continuing contribution to

the motion picture theatre."

The awards to Harrison and
Grossman were bronze plaques on
which the citations were inscribed.

Grossman's covered the category of

theatres termed "major situations,"

wherein the managers have the as-

sistance of a circuit or home office

staff in promoting product. Harrison's

Award was for smaller situations

where the managers are frequently on
their own in promoting showmanship.

Jane Froman Luncheon
A testimonial luncheon will be

given Jane Froman by the board of

directors of U.S.O. Camp Shows at

the Waldorf Astoria here on March
24. Miss Froman will be presented

with a citation as a tribute for her

work for the Armed Forces. Miss
Froman's film story, "With A Song
in My Heart," will be released short-

ly by 20th Century-Fox.
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Inside New York— 50 years ago . .

.

Re-creating a comer of old New York for the theater is

a stage designer's problem.
But re-creating it so that the color camera will see it

and the sound camera hear it as the eye saw it and the
ear heard it 50 years ago is quite another story.

It is in reducing problems of this character that the
Esistman Technical Service is of great service. Their
representatives collaborate with studio technicians;

they scrutinize the scenery, establish light and color

balances; they help select type of film, color or black-

and-white, best to use. Special laboratory procedures,

too, may be worked out to ensvire precise processing

—

all to make sure that every foot of film produces
best results.

To maintain this service, the Eastman Kodak Com-
pany has branches at strategic centers . . . invites

inquiry on all phases of film use from all members of

the industry. Address:

Motion Picture Film Department

EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY
Rochester 4, N. Y.

Eosf Coatt Division Midwe%t Division West Coast Division

342 Moditon Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 137 North Wabash Avenue, Chicago 2, Illinois 6706 Santa Monica Blvd., Hollywood 38, California
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Tradewise . .

.

By SHERWIN KANE

T ] S. TREASURY opposition to^ * elimination or reduction of

the 20 per cent Federal admissions

tax, reported in Motion Picture
Daily from Washington last week,

should not deter the Council of

Motion Picture Organizations from

careful study of the advisability of

waging a campaign against the tax.

The Treasury's opposition was
to be expected. In view of recent

administration calls for further in-

creases in Federal taxes, it would
not have been surprising had the

Treasury's report to the House
Ways and Means Committee urged
higher Federal admissions taxes.

Fortunately, it might be said in

at least this instance, it is Con-
gress, not the Treasury, which de-

termines tax legislation. The Trea-

sury's role is advisory. Theoretic-

ally, at least, the taxpayers' welfare

and ability to pay, receive as much
consideration from the Congress in

the formulation of tax legislation

as do the Treasury's opinions and
wishes. Should it be deemed ad-

visable to wage a COMPO cam-
paign for elimination or reduction

of the amusement tax, it would be

adressed to members of Congress,

to acquaint them with the debili-

tating effects on this industry of a

tax incidence so burdensome as to

demonstrably depreciate theatre at-

tendance. In so doing, by the

Treasury's own statement, Federal

revenue from the admission tax has

been reduced by $60,000,000 on the

basis of comparison of the 1951

fiscal year with the 1947 fiscal year.

• •

The District of Columbia depart-

ment of the American Legion is

considering- asking the next nation-

al Legion convention to order na-
tionwide picketing of films that

have "known Communist Party
members and fellow travelers asso-

ciated with them."
The industry' is confident that

^liould the Legion accept such a

pr()])osal its pickets are unlikely to

lia\'e nmch work to do. Moreover,
it is to be hoped that the Legion,
to be consistent, would also urge
its members nationwide to support
all other pictures, and, in partic-

ular, those which depict faithfully

true American ideas and ideals, or

which reveal Comnuinism for what
it is. in tliis regard, we earnestly

recommend to the Legion's atten-

tion (and the House Un-American
Activities Committee, too) Para-
mount's "My Son John."

Allied Summary on

Trade Practices

Is Due Tomorrow
A compendium of trade practices

based upon investigations and attempts
at corrections conducted by Allied
States Association's film committee
during the past year is due to be re-

leased tomorrow to the trade press
here by Wilbur Snaper, Allied presi-
dent.

The summary has been prepared by
Snaper, who has acted as the commit-
tee's coordinator in New York. It is

understood to contain particular un-
derscoring of the exhibitor organiza-
tion's achievements in dealing with
distributors.

Snaper has taken on many addi-
tional functions and duties in behalf
of national Allied since he became its

president last fall, and as a result is

expected to relinquish the presidency
of New Jersey Allied, which he has
held for nearly two years. He has
indicated that he will need as much
time as he can find to devote to na-
tional Allied affairs. It will be several
months before the next New Jersey
Allied election, and at that time
Snaper will not be a candidate for
reelection, it is understood.

Italy's Industry in

Top Shape: DeSica

Financially and otherwise the Italian
film industry at present is in "very
good" condition—better than it ever
has been—according to Vittorio De
Sica, Italian producer-director. He
made this observation here at the
weekend following his arrival from
Rome for consultation with Howard
Hughes on the latter's proposals for
a co-production deal with RKO Pic-
tures.

DeSica, whose "Tomorrow Is Too
Late" will open Easter Week at

Loew's State here, today will receive
belatedly the New York Film Critics'

(^Continued on page 3)

Oboler's 'Lions' 1st

In 3-Dimensions

The first three-dimensional feature
for theatrical exhibition using the
Gunzburg Natural Vision process will

be "Lions of Golu," an Ansco color
jiroduction, independent producer
.Arch Oboler disclosed here at the
weekend.

Oboler, w ho is here to select a cast
for the film and to select a distrib-

utor, also disclosed plans for a second
three-dimensional film, "Spear in the

(^Continued on page 3)

Says Subscriber TV
Is 'Unworkable'

Washington, March 16.

—

Subscriber television is "un-
workable," United Paramount
Theatres president Leonard
H. Goldenson believes. Gold-
enson told the FCC that he
didn't think people would stay
at home to see on television
a "less desirable" picture
than they could see in a
movie theatre. He stressed
the "interferences" in a home
which would cut into enjoy-
ment of the picture, and
pointed out that the "gadget"
could be "unraveled" and the
picture could be seen free.

Besides, he said, "I don't
think women are going to pay
to stay at home" for Phone-
vision or any other pay-as-
you-see television. "They want
to go out and show their hats
oflf."

UrgeStateDep'tMeet

With French Again

W.'VSHiNGTO'N, March 16.—The mo-
tion picture companies want the State
Department again to carry on film
pact negotiations with the French
government, the Department was told
by industry leaders Friday.
Top officials of the Motion Picture

.A.ssociatioii and Society of Indepen-
dent Motion Picture Producers met

(Continued on page 3)

Definite Change in

Color TV Ban Seen

Washington, March 16. — The
Government's color television ban will
definitely be "either revoked or re-

laxed," a top National Production
Authority official said here at the
weekend.
He indicated that either way, color

't v theatre television would probably
(Colli limed on page 3)

'Movietime' Tour
Bows in Okla. City
Oklahoma City, March 16.—The

first of a new series of "Movietime
U.S.A." tours scheduled for this

spring by the Council of Motion Pic-
ture Organizations began here at the
weekend with the arrival of nine Hol-
lywood personalities.

They will spend the week visiting

as many cities and towns in the Okla-
homa City exchange territory as pos-

(Continued on page 3)

GoldensonSees

Theatre TV
As ^Incidental'

Finds Real Possibilities

In Non-theatrical Field

Washington, March 16.—The
real possibilities for theatre televi-

sion are in non-theatrical events
shown in a theatre's off-hours,

United Paramount Theatres president
Leonard H. Goldenson declared.

"Theatre television is only
incidental to the theatre pro-
gram," Goldenson told the
Federal Communications Com-
mission's Paramount hearing
Friday. 'T regard the real pos-
sibilities of theatre television in
the non - entertainment, non-
theatrical field in the off hours
of the theatre."

The conclusion of Goldenson's tes-

timony marked the end of the eighth

week of the hearing. On Monday it

will go into the question of the pro-

posed merger between UPT and the

American Broadcasting Co., with
either ABC president Robert Kint-

(Continiied on page 3)

To Act on Old Plans

If Merger Is Out

Washington, March 16. — If the

proposed merger between United
Paramount Theatres and the Amer-
ican Broadcasting Co. does not go
through, LTPT will pursue its former
applications for television stations in

Boston, Detroit, Des Moines and
Tampa, UPT president Leonard H.
joldenson said. If the merger goes
go through, the combined company
would already have the maximum al-

lowed one owner by the FCC.

6 Legislatures Close,

No Damage to Films

Washington, March 16.—Six
state legislatures have now
adjourned this year, with no
damage to the film industry
in any, according to Jack
Bryson, legislative represen-
tative of the Motion Picture
Association of America. Ten
legislatures are still in ses-

sion or still to meet. Three
legislatures to quit recently
were in Maryland, Virginia
and South Carolina.
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Personal
Mention
NORMAN KRASNA and his wife

arrived here from Hollywood on

Friday.
•

Sam Diamond, 20th Century-Fox's

Philadelphia branch manager, will

make the welcoming address at the

convention of the American Academy
of General Practice in Atlantic City

on March 24.
•

Jack Frye, chairman of the board

and president of General Aniline &
Film Corp., has accepted the chair-

manship of the chemical section of the

1952 Heart Fund drive.
•

Roy Disney, president of Walt
Disney Productions, and Leo Sam-
uels, sales representative, were in

Washington over the weekend from

New York.
•

Gael Sullivan, executive director

of the Theatre Owners of America,

on April 15 will discuss the film in-

dustry in an address before the Scran-

ton, Pa., Chamber of Commerce.
«

H. Alexander MacDonald, vice-

president of Dougfair Corp., has left

here for London and Paris. Douglas
Fairbanks, Jr. is expected to follow

in two weeks.
•

Charles Schlaifer, advertising

agency head, is in French Hospital

here and is expected to be absent from
his desk for the next two weeks.

•

Hugh Owen, Paramount's East-

ern-Southern division manager, re-

turned here over the weekend from
Atlanta and New Orleans.

•

Berry Greenbeeg, Warner Interna-

tional home office sales representative,

has returned here from Australia and
New Zealand.

•

Fred C. Matthews, sales manager
of the Motiograph Co., of Chicago,
was in Louisville en route home from
a vacation in the South.

•

MoRT Nathanson, Eastern publi-

city-advertising director for Horizon
Films, is in Boston from New York.

•

Lou Friedman, 20th Century-Fox
Coast fan magazine contact, arrived

in New York over the weekend.
•

Edwin J. Smith, assistant secre-

tary-treasurer of RKO Radio, left

here over the weekend for Mexico.
•

Louis Weinberg, Columbia circuit

sales executive, left here yesterday to

visit Midwestern exchanges.
•

Alice Ginsberg of the Theatre
Ow"ners of America office staff here,

is vacationing in Bermuda.
•

Jonas RosENi'iELn, Italian Film
Export's public relations chief, will

leave here March 29 for Rome.
•

David E. Rose, producer, will ar-

rive here from Hollywofjd today en
route to London.

Says Drive-ins Cause
Drop in Theatres

St. Louis, March 16.—City
license records indicate that
there are 18 fewer thea-

tres here this year than in

1950 and Tom L. Bloomer,
president of the Motion Pic-

ture Theatre Owners of St.

Louis, Eastern Missouri and
Southern Illinois, says drive-

ins have something to do
with it.

He admits television has
hurt business, but points out
that "it has hurt all phases
of entertainment." He states,

"In my opinion increasing
drive-in attendance, plus a
shift to the country, is the
main reason for the decrease
in the city." There are 72
theatres licensed here now;
there were 90 in 1950.

'Early-Late Show'
Drive Is Underway

Hartford, Conn., March 16.—

A

concerted drive to reawaken newspa-
per readership interest in motion pic-

ture attendance is underway in Metro-
politan Hartford, with every theatre
participating in an "Early-Late Show
Plan," designed to shift the screening
of the main feature from the present
hours of 9:00 to 9:30 P.M. to 8:00
to 8:30.

All Hartford area theatres are par-
ticipating with newspaper co-operative
advertising, trailers, street ballyhoos
and extensive newspaper editorial and
publicity efforts to get votes submitted
by film-goers stating their preference.

Ballots are being printed in the local

dailies.

Name Olsen Para,
Denver Manager
The appointment of Clarence Olsen

as Paramount's Denver branch man-
ager, succeeding Ward Pennington,
who resigned, has been announced by
A. W. Schwalberg, president of Para-
mount Film Distributing Corp.

Olsen formerly was manager of

United Artists' exchanges in Denver
and San Francisco and previously
managed Warner's Milwaukee and
Omaha branches.

Funeral Services
For Gumbiner, 72
Hollywood, March 16. — Funeral

services were held Friday for H. L.

Gumbiner, 72, pioneer Chicago ex-

hibitor, who died Wednesday night.

He is survived by a son, daughter,

and two grandchildren.

Sixth K-B House Opens
Washington, March 16. — K-B

Theatres has opened its sixth house,

the Langley in Langley Park, Md.
The new 987-seat theatre includes a

nursery, party room, parcel checking
service and other features. Parking
space for 750 cars is directly in front.

JVEWS
in Brief . . .

Hollywood, March 16. — Federal
Judge Ben Harrison has terminated
testimony in Gene Autry's suit against
Republic seeking to prevent the lat-

ter from releasing old Autry pictures
to TV, with instructions to attorneys
for both sides to file briefs within 30
days.

The suit closely parallels the recent
Roy Rogers case which was decided
in Rogers' favor. That decision has
been appealed by Republic.

•

_
Mexico City, March 16.—The Na-

tional Exhibitors Association closed
all theatres here in a one-day demon-
stration over the arre£t of its treas-
urer,_ Manuel Espinosa Iglesias, trea-
tre circuit operation.

Iglesias was arrested and released
on bail on complaint of the National
Song Writers Union that he has not
paid royalties on music of its members
used in Mexican pictures playing the
Cines Chapultepec and Orfeon, local
first-runs which he owns.

This is the first time the union has
attacked exhibitors on this matter, al-

though it is negotiating with producers
for music royalty payments.

•

Toronto, March 16.—Seven features
have been graded adult entertainment
by the Ontario Board of Censors, as
follows : "This Woman Is Danger-
ous," "Storm Bound," "Outcast of the
Islands," "Manon," "Los OHvidados,"
and two re-issues, "Angel on My
Shoulder" and "The Hunchback of

Notre Dame."
"_Rasho-mon," the Japanese picture

which is booked for early showing at

the Towne Cinema here, is the first

in Ontario to be advertised under the
new "X" classification which means
that no person under 18 years of age
will be admitted.

•

San Francisco, March 16.—Mervyn
Davenport, manager of the St. Francis
Theatre here, has been promoted by
Jerry Zigmond, United Paramount
Theatres district manager, to manager
of the Downtown Paramount in Los
Angeles when that theatre reverts to
UPT at the conclusion of the Fanchon
and Marco lease.

H._ L. Arnette was also promoted
by Zigmond from assistant manager at

the Paramount here to manager at the
St. Francis.

•

Washington, March 16. — The
House Appropriations Committee^ has
voted to cut by almost 25 per cent
the amount requested by the Presi-
dent to run the Federal Communica-
tions Commission during the year
starting next July 1.

The budget request was for $8,075,-
000 and the Committee cut it by
$1,996,540, to $6,108,460. Despite the
cut in the overall appropriations re-

quest, however, the Committee said it

wanted the FCC to put more persons
to work on processing television appli-
cations when the "freeze" is lifted.

•

United Paramount Theatres' board
of directors has declared a dividend
of 50 cents per share on outstanding
common stock, payable April 18, to

holders of record on March 28.

Newsreel
Parade
rHE revolt in Cuba and the Neiv

Hampshire primaries are current-

ly highlighted. Other items include

shorts and. human interest features.

Complete contents follozv:

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 23— Batista

seizes control in Cuba. Eisenhower and
Kefauver. Eisenhower in Germany. West
Berlin fights smugglers. People in news:
Susan Hayward, Margaret Truman.
•'Aussies" to Korea. Dope haul.

NEWS' OF THE DAY, No. 27—Eisen-
hower and Kefauver win. Cuba takes revolt

in stride. Train wreck in Brazil. London;
needle in haystack. Christopher Award to

'Quo Vadis." Margaret Truman scores.

Berlin smuggling.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 6(>—Newbold
Morris vs. Senate probers. Cuba: Batista

seizes reins ; armed troops patrol streets.

Eisenhower and Kefauver win New Hamp-
shire primaries.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 11-B—Cuba:
Batista retuins. Mediterranean NATO
teamwork. Korea: UN forces teamwork.
New Hampshire: Ike and Estes. New Brit-

ish budget. Dam ends French town. One-
man bob-sled.

UNIVERSAL NEWSi, No. 543 — Eisen- ji.

hower and Kefauver win in New Hamp-
shire primaries. Cviban revolt. Brazihan
train wreck takes heavy toll. Smuggling in

Germany. Needle in a haystack. Dam elim-

inates French town.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 62-
Eisenhower and Kefauver sweep New
Hanipshire primaries. Batista revolt, seizes

Cuba. Brazilian train wreck kills 119. Rtis-

sia's Malik back. Anzacs sail for Korea.
Needle in a haystack. Polar bear club.

Walter E. Branson, RKO Radio
Western division sales manager ; his

assistant, Harry Gittleson ; Charles

Boasberg, North-South division sales

manager, and his assistant, Frank J.

Moone.y began a three-week tour of

exchanges over the v/eek-end.

Branson and Gittleson will arrive in

Chicago today. They will then visit

Milwaukee, Minneapolis, St. Louis,

Kansas City, Omaha, Denver, Salt

Lake City, Portland, San Francisco
and Los Angeles before returning to

New York.
Boasberg and Mooney will be in

Montreal today and will then visit

Toronto, Dallas, Oklahoma, Mem-
phis, New Orleans, Atlanta and
Charlotte.

A. A. Schubart, branch operations

manager, is currently touring RKO
exchanges. He is in Los Angeles to-

day and then goes to Dallas and St.

Louis.

20th Wins Delay in

Iowa Situation
An extension to June 7, 1952 for the

dissolution of 20th Century-Fox's
joint interest in the Strand Theatre,
Council Bluffs, la., was granted here

by Federal Judge Sam H. Kaufman.
The extension was agreed upon by the
Department of Justice and 20th-Fox
attorneys.

$3,100 for 'Steer
Detroit, March 16.—Universal-In-

ternational's "Steel Town" opened to

a big $3,100 here at the Palms The-
atre, despite a snowstorm.

RKO Sales Heads
Touring Exchanges
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Theatre TVfor Off-hours
{Continued from page 1)

Italian Films
{Continued from page 1)

award for the "best foreign produc-

tion of 1951"—"Miracle in Milan"—
at a luncheon at New York's 21 Club.

On Friday, the Italian film-maker will

be in Chicago to attend a University

of Chicago reception. From Chicago

he will go to Hollywood to meet with

Hughes and others.

Notwithstanding his unwillingness

to cut a scene from his "Bicycle

Thief" to qualify it for a U. S. Fro-

duction Code seal, DeSica has no ob-
' jection to submitting the story which
might be agreed upon with Hughes to

the Production Code Administration,

he said. He expressed his view of the

Code by saying that he agreed that

producers should not have "freedom to

the point of license." He explained

the "neo-realist" quality of his pictures

as growing out of the demand for

truth that pervaded his country fol-

lowing the demise of fascism.

DeSica said he interrupted a heavy
production schedule in Italy to accept

Hughes' invitation to come here for

production talks.

MPAA and Museum of Modern Art
Will Honor Vittorio De Sica

Vittorio De Sica, Italian film di-

rector, will be the guest of the trustees

of the Museum of Modern Art at a

reception here tomorrow.
Italian Films Export, in conjunction

with the Motion Picture Association

of America, will honor De Sica at a
reception Wednesday at Hampshire
House.

*Movietime' Tours
{Continued from page 1)

sible, making appearances before civic

groups, charitable organizations and
schools.

Those in the troupe include Harold
Shumate, William Lundigan, Chill

Wills, Tim Holt, Regis Toomey,
Paula Raymond, Laura Elliott, Vir-
ginia Hall and Irene Martin. Several
of the group are expected to remain
for the annual meeting of the Okla-
homa Theatre Owners, scheduled for

March 24-26.

Color TV Ban
{Continued from page 1)

be okayed. He explained that the de-

lay in announcing a final decision

arises from the fact that "no one is

pressing us very hard to make up our
mind" and "we still aren't too sure
how far to go." A decision is unlikely

I

before late this week or early next
week, he said.

20th's Pressbook on
'Song' Keys Music
Racking up what is said to be an

unprecedented total of 8 pages de-
voted exclusively to music promotions,
the 20th Century-Fox pressbook on

' "With A Song in My Heart" is on
its way to theatremen to set cam-
paigns on the Jane Froman biogra-
phy.

Teed off with a multi-color cover,
the showmanship guide has a com-
plete advertising campaign, the pub-
licity portion contains numerous sto-
ries and mats, while the exploitation
portion outlines many new promotions
and stunt ideas.

ner or ABC general counsel Geral-

dine Zorbaugh as the first merger
witness.

List Issues Covered

To date the hearing has covered

these issues

:

The question of control of Allen B.

DuMont Laboratories, Inc., by Para-

mount Pictures Corp. and the trans-

fer of the DuMont stock to Para-

mount from the parent company

;

The renewal of the license of

KTLA, Paramount's Los Angeles tel-

evision station, and the transfer of the

station to Paramount from the par-

ent company

;

The renewal of license of WBKB,
WKIB and WSMB, UPT's Chicago
television station, Chicago FM station

and New Orleans AM station, and
the transfer of control of these sta-

tions to UPT from the parent com-
pany.

Goldenson's comments on
theatre television came in an-

swer to a question by DuMont
attorney Morton Galane, who
wanted to know whether the
UPT head would put a program
on a theatre television screen
or on a television broadcast sta-

tion, if he had to choose a

single medium. Goldenson re-

plied that he "would select

broadcast televisio n," since
theatre television was "only an

Nassers File Protest
Vs, AFM Revenue Cut

Hollywood, March 16. — George
and James Nasser today filed a brief

in U. S. District Court's bankruptcy
division here assailing the legality of

the American Federation of Musi-
cians' demand for five per cent par-

ticipation in revenue which the Nas-
sers hope to obtain from selling tele-

vision rights to four features recently

recovered from United Artists.

The brief, submitted by George T.
Goggin, the Nassers' counsel, asserts

that the Nassers have entered into no
deal with AFM for such participa-

tion, and that five per cent—plus re-

scoring charges constitute "exaction

sums payable to AFM for which no
services are to be performed." AFM
had petitioned the court for a re-

strainer to prevent the Nassers from
selling video rights to films without
paying the AFM requirement.

Huge Pressbook on
DeMille's 'Show'
Paramount has completed a 48-

page pressbook for Cecil B. DeMille's
"The Greatest Show on Earth."

It contains an entire section devoted
to special theatre fronts, and another
featuring exploitation, national tieups

and display material available to ex-
hibitors. The publicity section contains

numerous plantable feature stories

and photo layouts, while the remain-
der of the book highlights complete
ad campaigns as well as individual

ads for use "in every possible situa-

tion." One of the largest budgeted
pressbooks ever prepared by Para-
mount, it is now available to exhib-
itors through National Screen Service.

The copper shortage is critical. SAVE
VOUR COPPER DRIPPINGS.

incident in the life of the thea-
tre business."

"Only a few sports events have in-

terest for theatre television," he con-
tinued, "and only unusual events have
value." He had told his stockholders,

he said, that most events he could
see "in the far, foreseeable future"

would not have any value for theatre

television. He couldn't see "more
than five or six events" that would
have such value, he said, but didn't

explain whether that meant five or
six a year or five or six events al-

together.

Goldenson told FCC counsel Fred-
erick Ford that television was not
affecting the 'A' theatres, but was
"kicking" 'B' theatres "off the last

rung of the ladder" down which "eco-
nomic conditions and selectivity" had
already kicked them. UPT's 'A' the-

atres, operating in areas which were
"saturated" with TV, he continued,
were doing "as well as they ever did,"

including the high point of 1946. And
'A' pictures, he said, were doing as

well if not better than they did in

1946, sometimes "grossing eight to ten
million." UPT has divested itself of
all but 25 'B' houses, Goldenson said,

and has retained its 'A' houses.
Goldenson said that by the time

UPT finished theatre divestiture it

would have retained less than the 644
theatres allowed by the consent de-
cree.

See More Old Films
For TV, Reissues

Peerless Film Processing Corpora-
tion's "Peer-Run" restoration system
for film shrinkage will, in the opin-
ion of its sponsors, headed by Victor
Krupa, its inventor, make available
for television and film industry re-

vivals many old, shrunken negatives
that would have been impracticable or
too costly to reproduce satisfactorily.

Krupa is vice-president of Peerless.

He states that the process will re-

duce the amount of shrinkage—which
comes from lengthy storage periods

—

sufficiently to make commercially ac-

ceptable prints available from a con-
tinuous printer, both 16mm. and
3Smm. widths. The treatment is said

to be applicable also to duplicating
positives and to Kodachrome and
other color originals.

Judd Spiegle to Classic
Judd Spiegle has been appointed

sales representative for Classic Pic-

tures in the Cleveland area, with su-

pervision over Cincinnati, by Max J.

Rosenberg, president of Classic.

UrgeD. of State

{Continued from page 1)

with State Department officials in a

"highly preliminary" discussion look-

ing toward a new French-American
film pact. The present pact expires

June 30. Both industry and State De-
partment spokesmen emphasized there

was absolutely no decision on any
point at Friday's meeting—just "ex-

ploration."

It was understood the MPAA and
SIMPP officials agreed that since this

was the one film agreement which the

State Department, rather than the in-

dustry itself, has always negotiated,

the Department should carry on the

negotiations again this year.

The MPAA and SIMPP officials

would not discuss what views they

had given the Department on terms in

the new agreement on import quota
remittance restrictions and other

points. "If we give our hand away
to the French," one said, "we lose our
bargaining power."

President Eric A. Johnston and
vice-presidents Joyce O'Hara and
John McCarthy represented MPAA,
while SIMPP was represented by
James A. Mulvey, Roy Disney and
Leo Samuels. They met with Harold
F. Linder, deputy assistant secretary

of state for economic affairs ; Com-
merce Department film chief Nathan
D. Golden ; Colton Hand, and other

State Department officials.

Oboler Film
{Continued from page 1)

Sand," in which, he said. Cornel
Wilde is interested in starring.

Production on "Lions of Golu"
would start on the Coast in mid-May
and should be ready for distribution

in August. The background footage,

all in Ansco color, was filmed by
Oboler when he was in Africa four

years ago.

While in New York, Oboler and his

personal representative, Sid Pink,

will set up distribution plans for

Oboler's current release, "Twonky,"
a science-fiction comedy.

Korda Concludes Film
Deal With Cinerama

The conclusion of a deal by which
Sir Alexander Korda secures rights

to produce and exhibit films in the
Eastern Hemisphere to be made by the

new Cinerama process was disclosed

here by the British producer on the

eve of his scheduled return to London
at the weekend.
The deal was consummated with

Thomas - Todd Productions, Inc.,

headed by Lowell Thomas and Broad-
way producer Michael Todd, the pro-
duction, distribution and exhibition

organization for Cinerama.

1'
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ICOMPO Fight

i
Against Tax

I Will Continue
!

' Treasury Opposition Not
\ To Deter Campaign

Unfazed by the U. S. Treasury's

opposition to the elimination or re-

duction of the Federal admission

tax, Council of Motion Picture Or-

ganizations executives are preparing

for review by the industry agency's

new tax committee an outline of the

strategy and achievements of the pre-

vious tax committee to provide guid-

ance in framing any new anti-tax

campaign.

Commenting on the Treas-

ury's indication last week that a

low priority should be given re-

duction or elimination of admis-

sion taxes, COMPO announced
here yesterday that it intends

to continue its plans to launch
an all-out educational campaign
directed to Congress for the

elimination of this excise.

The first formal conference among
(Continued on page 11)

'IBoxing Trust Suit

llHits Film Rights

Charges that the International Box-
i ing Clubs of New York and Illinois

(
conspired in restraint of trade in the

' sale of motion picture, television and
radio rights were among the allega-

? tions made in a Department of Justice

I

complaint filed in New York Federal

J
Court today.

J
The complaint charged the defend-

s ants with monopolizing the control

L (Continued on page 11)

RKO Files Suit on

Jarrico Demands

At Howard Hughes' direction,

RKO Pictures yesterday instituted the
first legal action to be brought by
any motion picture studio against any
^f the men or women who were sub-
poenaed by the House Un-American

(Continued on page 11)

Film Censorship Bill

Introduced in Ky.
Frankfort, Ky., March 17.—

A bill providing for motion
picture censorship to be ad-
ministered by the State Edu-
cation Department has been
introduced in the Kentucky
Legislature by Senator
C. W. A. McCann of Jeflferson

County.

The proposal was listed as
Senate Bill No. 267.

HitMonopolyCharge

At FCC Hearing

Washington, March 17.—Lengthy
tables and statistics designed to prove
that a merger of American Broadcast-
ing Co. and United Paramount The-
atres would not give the new company
a monopoly on theatre-broadcasting
entertainment in any city in the U. S.

were put into the record of the Fed-
e r a 1 Communications Commission
Paramount hearings today.
The hearings, which entered their

ninth week, today turned to the issue
of the merger, with five witnesses on
the stand. ABC research manager
Donald Coyle said that in no city

(Continued on page 11)

Big $42,000 Bow
For 'Marrying;^

USA' Hits $75,000

"The Marrying Kind" opened to a
big $42,000 for its initial week at the
Victoria, pacing New York first-runs

which reported business bolstered
somewhat by yesterday's St. Patrick's
Day celebration.

The robust $42,000 was racked up
at the Victoria despite picketing dur-
ing evening hours by members of the
Catholic War Veterans and Jewish
War Veterans protesting the alleged
Communist sympathies of Judy Holli-
day and script-writer Garson Kanin.
Another strong opener is "Dead-

(Continued on page 10)

Huge $1,355,000
For 'Greatest'

"The Greatest Show on Earth,"
now approaching the Radio City
Music Hall's all-time record run of 11
weeks, is expected to gross a terriffic

$1,355,000 for its total run at the
Hall, which is scheduled to end March
27. "Singin' in the Rain" is the Hall's
Easter attraction.

The Cecil B. DeMille production,
(Continued on page 10)

1,000,000 Expansion
For Color Set by Pathe

By MURRAY HOROWITZ
A $1,000,000 color expansion program is now underway at Pathe's

laboratory here, James Wolcott, vice-president in charge of sales of
Pathe Laboratories, Inc., has disclosed. Pathe, realizing the quicken-
ing "swing towards color," will increase its color capacity during the
two-year expansion program three or
four-fold, Wolcott estimated. Pathe
uses the new Eastman negative posi-

tive system, but the laboratory can
also handle Ansco and DuPont proc-
esses.

At the same time Wolcott disclosed

that construction of Pathe's new
16mm. $500,000 Coast laboratory will

begin in July. It will be adjacent to

Pathe's present plant in Hollywood
and will handle the growing demand
for TV films, including those pro-
duced by Pathe's new TV company,
Pathe Television Corp.

Tests with the Eastman pro-
(Continued on page 11)

U-/ Welcomes Moon
And Honors Daff

Universal Pictures' domestic and
foreign executives joined yesterday at

a luncheon at the Hotel Lombardy to

welcome Ray Moon, new domestic
sales executive and to help mark the

beginning of Al Daff's 33 years with

the company.
Among others who attended were

Adolph Schimel, Charles J. Feldman,
Ben Cohn, Maurice A. Bergman,
F. J. A. McCarthy, James J. Jordan,

Foster M. Blake, Irving Sochin, Eu-
(Continued on page 11)

Majors Take
Milgram Case

To High Court

Bitterly Assail Ruling
Of 3rd Circuit Bench

By J. A. OTTEN
Washington, March 17.—The

eight major distributors today asked

the U. S. Supreme Court to re-

verse the Third Circuit Court of

Appeals decision in the Milgram case.

In that case, the Circuit

Court held the distributors

guilty of violating the anti-

trust laws for refusing to

license first-run films to the
Boulevard Drive - in Theatre,
near Bethlehem, Pa., operated
by David E. Milgram, Samuel
Milgram, Nathan Milgram,
Francis Kret and Bessie Hober-
man.

In the appeal today, the distributors

bitterly complained about the tendency

of the Third Circuit Court to use

the Supreme Court Paramount case

(Continued on page 10)

MPA Acts to Avoid

Ban in Argentina

The Motion Picture Association of

America took steps yesterday to se-

cure the exception of U. S. news-
reels from an Argentine government
decree prohibiting the importation and
exhibition of newsreel footage from
foreign countries in which Argentine
newsreels are not exhibited.

The decree was proclaimed suddenly

over the weekend in Buenos Aires.

Buchman Indicted;

Arraigned Friday

Washington, March 17.—Pro-
ducer Sidney Buchman was indicted

by a Federal Grand Jury here today
on charges of contempt of Congress.
Buchman, who will be arraigned in

Federal District Court on Friday, was
indicted on two counts—for failing

and refusing to appear before the

House Un-American Activities Com-
mittee on Jan. 25, and on Jan. 28.

HE African Queen
BEST IN MORE THAN A YEAR!

R.K.O. Palace, Cincinnati

HUMPHREY KATHARINE

BOGART • HEPBURN
Produced by S. P. EAGLE

Directed by JOHN HUSTON
Color by TECHNICOLOR
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Personal MentionEady Fund Payment
Of 45% Is Voted
London, March 17. — Pay-

ments to producers from the

Eady Fund for the 13 weeks
ended Jan. 26 will be on the
basis of 45 per cent of distri-

butors" grosses. The highest
payment yet made from the
Production Fund, it compares
with 30 per cent for the pre-

\ious quarter.

Directors of the Fund,
representing the four trade
associations concerned, in the
future will allocate the maxi-
mum payment possible each
quarter.

18 in Technicolor

On 'U-Fs' Program

Universal-International will release

a minimum of 18 productions with
color by Technicolor during the cur-

rent fiscal year, the company disclosed

here yesterday, reporting a record

number of color pictures made in a
year.

_ ,1.1
It was added that this program of

color releases may be further increased

if the present favorable market for

outdoor action color pictures con-
tinues. "The company's color com-
mitments," it was pointed out, "al-

ready substantially exceed those of

any other major film company and the

release schedule, as now set up, will

mean that at least every other pic-

ture placed in circulation by U-I will

be in color."

Finished and Waiting

Technicolor U-I pictures finished

and awaiting release are "The World
in His Arms," with Gregory Peck and
Ann Blyth co-starred; "The Battle at

Apache Pass," starring John Lund
and Jeff Chandler

;
"Against All

Flags," co-starring Errol Flynn and
Maureen O'Hara ; "Has Anybody
Seen My Gal," Piper Laurie, Rock
Hudson, Charles Coburn and Gigi
Perreau; "The Treasure of Lost Can-
yon," William Powell, Julia Adams,
Charles Drake and Henry Hull

;

"Steel Town," Ann Sheridan, John
Lund and Howard Duff ; '"The Un-
tamed," Joseph Gotten, Shelley Win-
ters and Scott Brady ; "The Duel at

Silver Creek," Audie Murphy, Faith
Domergue and Stephen McNally;
"Son of Ali Baba," Tony Curtis and
Piper Laurie ; "Scarlet Angel,"
Yvonne De Carlo and Rock Hudson,
and "Bronco Buster," starring John
Lund, Scott Brady and Joyce Holden.
Technicolor pictures now shooting

or scheduled for production shortly

include "The Texas Man," starring

Robert Ryan, Julia Adams and Rock
Hudson ; "Yankee Buccaneer," Jeff
Chandler, Scott Brady and Suzan
Ball; "The Riding Kid," Richard
Conte and Vivcca Lindfors ; "The
Great Companions," Dan Dailey, Ann
Blyth and Gloria Grahame, and
"Sioux Uprising," "Demon Cara-
van" and "Squaw Man's Son."

March is American Red Cross Month. GIVE.

ARNOLD M. PICKER, vice-

president of United Artists in

charge of foreign distribution, will

leave here by plane today for London
on the first leg of a tour of the com-
pany's offices in Britain and Conti-

nental Europe.
•

Jack Harris, film buyer for Wal-
ter Reade Theatres, and his wife, and
David Berger, managing director of

the circuit's Park Avenue Theatre

here, are in Florida on vacation.
•

Harold Perlman, advertising man-
ager for Filmack in Chicago, became
a father last week with the birth of a

son, David Michael, to Mrs. Nora
Perlman.

•

William B. Zoellner, M-G-M
short subjects and newsreel sales head,

is in San Francisco from Los Angeles

and tomorrow will leave for Port-

land, Ore.
•

Leon Chafir will arrive here from
London on the 5". 6". Queen Elisabeth

tomorrow to discuss film and tele-

vision deals.
•

Ted Gamble, in Portland, Ore., will

be acting treasurer in the campaign
of C. Unander, a close friend, who is

lunning for state treasurer.
•

Henry Ginsberg., NBC consultant,

will leave here for Hollywood today.

$61 Millions of U.K.

Earnings Unfrozen

London, March 17.—American film

companies spent more than £22,000,-

000 ($61,600,000) of their unremit-

table film earnings in permitted uses

here during the period from June,

1948, when the remittance agreement
went into effect, to Dec. 31, 1951,

Peter Thorneycroft, president of the

Board of Trade, stated in reply to a

question put to him in Parliament.

Production in the sterling area by
American companies accounted for

£8,000,000 ($22,400,000) of their ex-

penditures of blocked funds, Thorney-
croft said. Acquisition of distribution

rights to British films, payment for

prints, personal services, traveling and
living expenses and other permitted

uses, accounted for the remainder, he
said.

KATO Meet May 28-29
Louisville, March 17.—At a meet-

ing of the Kentucky Association of

Theater Owners convention committee
it was decided to call the KATO an-

nual meet for Wednesday and Thurs-
day, May 28-29 at the Brown Hotel
here.

New Jersey House Sold
Berk and Krumgold, theatrical

realty specialists, have sold the Lib-

erty Theatre, Bernardsville, N. J.,

which they recently leased to Arthur
Reitano, to Lucien Feldman, who
formerly operated the Strand at

Newark.

WILLIAM M. PIZOR, vice-

president of Lippert Produc-
tions, left here for Europe over the

weekend on a two months business

trip.

o

D. John Phillips, executive direc-

tor of the Metropolitan Motion Pic-

ture Theatres Association, will be in

Albany today and tomorrow from
New York.

•

M. R. (Duke) Clark, former Par-
amount South Central division man-
ager, and Mrs. Clark will leave

Daytona Beach, Fla. Sunday for

Dallas.

William (Hopalong Cassidy)
Boyd has accepted appointment as a

sponsor of the National Society for

Crippled Children and Adults.

Wesley Bailey, Good Housekeep-
ing promotion director, left here for

the Coast yesterday by plane.

Russell Holman, Paramount's
Eastern production manager, has left

here for Hollywood.
•

Foster M. Blake, Western sales

manager for Universal, left here yes-

terday for Des Moines and Denver.
•

Nat Liebeskind, foreign film dis-

tributor and exhibitor, returned here
yesterday from the Coast.

U.A. Profit Sure As

Final Audit Nears

Price, Waterhouse Co. is scheduled
to complete its final audit of United
Artists' operations for 1951 within the
next day or two.

Undertaken for Mary Pickford and
Charles Chaplin, U.A. co-owners, the
audit is expected to show a substantial

profit for the company last year under
its new management. Formal transfer

of 50 per cent of U.A.'s stock to the
new management, which has been de-
ferred pending completion of the audit,

is expected to take place immediately
after the report is in.

The SO per cent stock interest, now
held in escrow, will be apportioned
among six management executives,

Arthur Krim, president ; Robert Ben-
jamin and Matthew Fox, partners,

and William Heineman, Max E.
Youngstein and Arnold Picker,, vice-

presidents. In addition, the agreement
with Miss Pickford and Chaplin gives
the group management control of U.A.
for another nine years, as a further

reward for the profitable results of

1951 operations.

A privately owned corporation,

U.A.'s financial reports are not pub-
lished. Trade estimates, however, place

the company's net profit for last year
at more than $500,000. The new man-
agement did not take over until March
of last year and at the time found the

distributing company without product

to distribute.

March is Americsm Red Cross Month. GIVE.

'Pinky' Case Waits

Texas Move Before

High Court Appeal

The Supreme Court-bound "Pinky"
censorship case is marking time and
will continue to do so until perhaps
the end of this month pending a deci-

sion by the State of Texas as to

whether or not the jurisdiction of the
high court is challengeable in this in-

stance, it was learned here yesterday
If the State of Texas, which now

has superceded the City of Marshall,
Tex., as controller of the action, does
file an objection to the jurisdiction

of the U. S. Supreme Court within
15 days from March 13, the plaintiff,

W. L. Gelling of Marshall's Para-
mount Theatre, then will have 20 days
in which to file with the high court a
printed brief opposing the objection.

There was no word from Austin
yesterday whether or not the State
would raise an objection. The Mo-
tion Picture Association of Amer-
ica and others who are depending on
the case as a means of eliciting from
the Supreme Court a ruling on the
constitutionality of motion picture
censorship are hoping the State will

not intervene. In that case the high
court will be asked at the end of the
IS days to decide whether or not it has
jurisdiction in the action.

March 13 was the day Judge H. N.
Graves of the Texas Court of Crim-
inal Appeals in Austin signed appeal
papers authorizing Gelling to appeal
his conviction for showing the 20th
Century-Fox production in violation

of a Marshall censorship ruling.

Fairbanks to Europe
Douglas Fairbanks will leave here

Friday for Europe on government
business and to start shooting his

production, "Elephant Walk." He ar-

rived from the Coast yesterday.

NEW YORK THEATRES

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL
Rockefeller Center

< •
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Columbia Pictures presents PAT O'BRIEN in "OKINAWA" with CAMERON MITCHELL • RICHARD DENNING • Rhys Williams

Screen Play by Jameson Brewer and Arthur Ross • Produced by Wallace MacDonald • Directed by Leigh Jason

1



4 Motion Picture Daily Tuesday, March 18, 1952

National

Pre-Selling
OMAN'S Home Companion
had the largest circulation in its

history with the February issue—over

4,000,000 copies distributed (more than

1,750,000 on news stands). The March
10 issue of Lijc carried eight ads

sponsored by various national adver-

tisers in which motion picture stars or

new films were credited. RKO Pic-

tures, 20th Century-Fox, Paramount

and Universal were on the receiving

end of the cooperative deals. The

April issue of Photoplay has a five-

page fashion section which sparks the

national pre-selling of "Pride of St.

Louis." Twentieth Century-Fox is

following up with a series of regional

fashion shows. Inmates of the Wash-
ington State Penitentiary at Walla

Walla have asked for a preview of

"The Greatest Show on Earth" and

Paramount says it must be the result

of pre-selling in national magazines

for this potential audience does not

have any other way of learning about

the picture. Paramount's "Anything

Can Happen" has been selected as the

"Picture-of-the-Month" for May by

Seventeen magazine.

•

Universal International has

launched a four-week series of pro-

motions on six different network

television and radio programs for

its forthcoming color by Technicolor

picture, 'Steel Town," which will

reach an estimated audience of 35,-

000,000 people from Coast to Coast.

The company has also made a tieup

with Everlast Sporting Goods in be-

half of "Flesh and Fury," starring

Tony Curtis, Jan Sterling and Mona
Freeman. The sponsors will intro-

duce the picture to the boxing com-
missioners of 47 states who will be
attending the National Boxing As-
sociation convention at the Hotel
Mayflower in Washington March
28-29.

•

The April Good Housekeeping skips

from page 17 to page 303 with Ruth
Herbert's studio gossip, "Assignment
in Hollywood," and five pictures are

recommended—"Phone Call from A
Stranger," "The Wild North" and
"Something to Live For," for adults;

"With A Song in My Heart" for the

whole family, and "Jack and the Bean-
stalk" for children. The hefty issue

carries two ads from M-G-M, the

"Picture of the Month" ad on the

contents page, as familiar as the mast-
head, and the new and bright, full-

color, full-page M-G-M "Movie Cal-

endar of the Month"—both ads being

listed in the magazine's "Index of

Guaranteed Products."

•

With the Easter release of "With A
Song in My Heart" nearly four weeks
away, 20th Century-Fox has racked up
150 major network plugs for the pic-

ture to date, with many more title

song-plugs continuing on Coast to

Coast shows. Jane Froman personally

has appeared on 15 top rarlio and TV
shows. Five major disc jockeys in the

Xew York area and liundreds of

others across the nation are doing a

particularly strong job with the Capi-

tol record album of the picture's tunes.

The film opens at the Roxy here on

April 4, and will be previewed betore

tlie American Academy of General

Practice in Atlantic City next Mon-
day,

Walter Brooks

DeSica Credits US
For His Productions

American audiences and film critics

yesterday were credited by Vittorio

DeSica, Italian producer-director, with
having made possible the production

of his "Bicycle Thief," "Miracle in

Milan" and the forthcoming "Umberto
D." He told the New York Film
Critics at a luncheon at the 21 Club
here that his first picture, "Shoe
Shine," failed in Italy, and that he

would not have made the others but

for the favorable reception in this

country to his initial film.

The luncheon, given by Italian Film
Export, featured the presentation to

DeSica by Bosley Crowther, Film
Critics chairman, of the group's award
for "the best foreign film of 1951,"

"Miracle in Milan."
Speaking for the Film Critics,

Crowther said: "We regard DeSica
as one of the great motion picture-

makers of the world. Too few of our

own people are making films which
represent the great tradition of the

theatre in its broadest sense, which is

the clarification to men of things that

burn in the hearts of men.'"

Impellitteri to Welcome
Vittorio De Sica Today

Mayor Vincent Impellitteri will to-

day extend an official welcome for the

City of New York to Vittorio DeSica,
Italian director, on his first visit to

this country. DeSica will be accom-
panied by Dr. Renato Gualino, general

director of Italian Film Export, B.

Bernard Kreisler of the Motion Pic-

ture Association of America, and

Joseph Burstyn, distributor of De-
Sica's films in the U. S.

Legion of Decency
Puts 5 in Class B
The latest Legion of Decency re-

port places five films in Class B and
14 in Class A. The former are:

"Gypsy Blood," RKO; "One Big Af-
fair," United Artists ; "Outcast of the

Islands," Lopert Productions ; "Thief

of Damascus," Columbia ; "With A
Song in My Heart," 20th Century-
Fox.
The Legion also notes that

M-G-M's "The Wild North," pre-

viously classified in Class B, has been
reclassified to A-2 due to a change
made in the film.

B.B,C, Extends TV
Service to Scotland
London, March 17.—British Broad-

casting Co. has opened its first trans-

mitter in Scotland, midway between
Glasgow and Edinburgh. Its poten-

tial audience is estimated at well over

4,000,000, extending B.B.C. television

service to about 70 per cent of the

population of the United Kingdom.
The new station will carry the same

programs as do B.B.C.'s other three

stations.

Herbert Yates Wed
To Miss Ralston
Hollywood, March 17.—Herbert J.

Yates, president of Republic Pictures
Corp., and Vera Ralston were married
Saturday evening at tlie Little Brown
Church at North Hollywood, Cal. The
Keverciid John Wells officiated. The
couple is at home at Sherman Oaks,
Cal.

Franco-US Talks to

Open Before June 1

Following his return here
from Washington, where he
met at the weekend with
State Department, SIMP?
and other MPAA officials to

plan for the forthcoming
Franco-American film talks,

John G. McCarthy, MPAA
foreign department chief, said
yesterday he expected nego-
tiations would get underway
in Paris with French govern-
ment oflficials before June 1,

when the present Franco-
American film pact expires.

Ratner, Compo Aide,
Resigns Macy's Post

Victor M. Ratner, who has resigned
effective April 1 as R. H. Macy's sales

promotion vice-president to open his

own public relations office here, has
been assisting the Council of Motion
Picture Organizations in the prepara-
tion of its forthcoming nationwide
newspaper advertising campaign, Ar-
thur L. Mayer, CO.MPO executive
vice-president, reported yesterday.
Mayer said it was likely that Ratner

would continue his assistance. Ratner
has indicated that his new firm will do
special work for 20th Century-Fox,
and will work with the William Mor-
ris agency on TV prograjmrning. The
office of Lynn Farnol, who assisted in

the development of Macy's full-page

New York newspaper ads which tie

in current films, said yesterday it had
no reason to expect that Ratner's re-

signation would alter the tie-in ar-

rangement. The ads were the ideas of

Ratner, Farnol and Metropolitan New
York Theatres acting in behalf of the
Council of Motion Picture Organiza-
toins. At Macy's Ratner will be suc-
ceeded by H. Charles Bartlett.

Arthur Will Produce
Canadian Pageant
Toronto, March 17.—Jack Arthur,

veteran official of Famous Players
Canadian Corp., has been appointed
producer of the grandstand pageant
of the Canadian National Exhibition,

Toronto fair, which is scheduled for
Aug. 21-Sept. 6, at a salary of $12,000',

plus seven and one-half per cent of

the gross gate above $350,000. Ar-
thur, who will be on loan from Fa-
mous Players, succeeds Leon Leonid-
ofif of Radio City Music Hall, -New
York, who was paid $18,000 last year.

As the nominee of Mayor Allan
Lamport, Arthur was the unanimous
choice of the exhibition's board of di-

rectors in a move to Canadianize the

big show, which had Jimmy Durante
as the headliner last summer.

Two C onv entions
Are Set in Canada
Toronto, March 17.—The dates of

Oct. 27-29 have been set for the 1952
annual conventions of the Motion Pic-

ture Industry Council of Canada,
headed by J. J. Fitzgibbons, president

of Famous Players, and of the na-
tional committee of the Motion Pic-

ture Exhibitors' Association of Can-
ada.

The joint meetings will be held at

the Chateau Laurier at Ottawa. In

the past two years, the sessions were
conducted in Toronto and Montreal.

Coming
Events
March 19—Society of Motion Pic-

ture and Television Engineers,
Atlantic Coast Section meeting,
Navy Yard, Brooklyn, N. Y.

March 20—Academy of Motion Pic-
ture Arts and Sciences 24th an-
nual awards, Pantages Theatre,
Hollywood.

March 24-26—Theatre Owners of
Oklahoma annual convention,
Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City.

March 24-27—National Theatres ex-
ecutives' meeting, Los Angeles.

March 26— National Television
Film Council quarterly all-day
forum, W^arwick Hotel, N. Y.

Mdrch 26—Cinema Stamp Collec-
tors meeting. Hotel Aster, New-
York.

April 13-15—Motion Picture Thea-
tre Owners and Operators of
Georgia annual convention, Bilt-

more Hotel, Atlanta.
April 15-16—Iowa-Nebraska annual

meeting, Fontenelle Hotel,
Omaha.

April 21-25—Society of Motion Pic-
ture and Television Engineers
71st semi-annual convention, Ho-
tel Drake, Chicago.

April 22-23 — Allied Independent
Theatre Owners of Iowa-Ne-

braska annual convention, Omaha.
April 23—Cinema Stamp Collectors

meeting, Hotel Astor, New York,
April 28-May 1—Variety Clubs In-

ternational 16th annual conven-
tion, Las Vegas.

Abbott & Costello
To Tour 15 Cities
Bud Abbott and Lou Costello will

make personal appearances in 15 cities

in the United States and Canada in

April in connection with Warner's
presentation of their new Exclusive
Productions Picture in Supercine-
Color, "Jack and the Beanstalk."
The comedians will launch their

tour on April 5 in Lou Costello's home
town, Paterson, N. J., where "Jack
and the Beanstalk" will have its world
premiere at the Fabian Theatre. On
April 7 the stars will appear on the

stage of the Warner Theatre in New
York for the opening day of "Jack
and the Beanstalk" there.

Other theatres and cities to play

host tO' the "in person" Abbott and
Costello tour will include the Stanley
Theatre in Philadelphia on April 8,

Roger Sherman Theatre in New
Haven on April 9, Paramount, Boston,

April 10, Stanley, Pittsburgh, April

11, the Astor Theatre in Reading and
the Senate in Harrisburgh on April

12, and the Warner in Washington on
April 13.

Set 60 Papers for
SMPTE Convention
There will be 11 or more sessions

at the spring convention of the Society

of Motion Picture and Television En-
gineers, to be held at the Drake Hotel
in Chicago, April 21-25, with 60 pa-

pers scheduled to be delivered.

Linz Is Monogram
Indianapolis Head
Indianapolis, March 17.—Norman

Linz, formerly a salesman in the

Monogram office here, has been named
branch manager to succeed H. K.
Embleton, who will retire.
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MotionPictureDailyFeatureReviews
"The Story of Robin Hood"
Ol'alt Dis)icy-RKO Radio)

THE FAMILIAR Robin Hood legend is given a new and exciting re-

working in this Walt Disney presentation. The film, in color by Techni-

color, was made in England in authentic settings in Sherwood Forest and
surrounding areas, with considerable historical research adding factuality to

the screenplay. Robin Hood, as the timeless symbol of opposition to tyranny,

has a universal appeal. As such the picture should register well with patrons

of all ages, but especially with the younger set.

Richard Todd plays the focal role as the dashing and adventurous outlaw

who takes to the woods and builds up a freedom-loving following that plays

havoc with the sinister and selfish rule of Prince John, portrayed by Hubert
Gregg. The screenplay, by Lawrence E. Watkins, has its setting at the time

when King Richard the Lionhearted left England to lead a Crusade to the

Holy Land. As a consequence his evil brother conspired to usurp the throne

with a view towards wringing from the people their wealth. There is a fresh

and exhuberant loveliness to Joan Rice who plays the feminine lead as Maid
Marian. Martita Hunt, who will be remembered here for her role in the

Broadway hit "The Mad Woman of Chaillot" lends a touch of grand acting

in the role of Queen Mother.
Feats of hard riding, lusty combat and precision marksmanship surge

through the picture at a continuous clip that is assured to keep the outdoor

action fans tense and content. The story was directed by Ken Annakin.

The basis of the story is built around the attempts to raise a huge ransom

to free King Richard from his German captors. Robin Hood and his men
are called into heroic action towards this end. By the finale Robin Hood is

made an Earl and Maid Marian's hand is his. Perce Pearce produced. In

other roles are James Hayter as Friar Tuck; Peter Finch as the wicked

sheriff of Nottingham; and James Robertson Justice as Little John.

Running time, 84 minutes. General audience classification. For July release.

Mandel Herbstman

"Whispering Smith vs. Scotland Yard"
{RKO Pictures)

SCOTLAND YARD had written off the death of a rich American's

daughter as an apparent suicide, but Richard Carlson who portrays the

vacationing U.S. railroad detective Whispering Smith discovers otherwise

in this standard mystery film. The star and the all-British supporting cast

render competent performances in the Julian Lesser-Exclusive Films produc-

tion which was made in England.

Although the film is at times exciting, it taxes one's credulity on occasion.

The greater part of the marquee appeal probably lies in the famous "Whisper-

ing Smith" tag.

Going to England for a vacation, Carlson, immediately becomes involved

in the "apparent" suicide case, lured by a pretty secretary, Rona Anderson,

to a rich American whose daughter died mysteriously some months earlier.

Starting the case as a lark, the American quickly finds himself deeply in-

volved in mayhem. Characters include a lovely suspect, Greta Gynt, a crooked

lawyer, a puppet fancier and a ring of blackmailers.

Scotland Yard found the case a suicide, but Carlson finds that it was
murder and while dodging a similar fate himself, has time for a light romance

with Miss Anderson.
Miss Gynt gives a good account of her abilities as the beautiful and neurotic

suspect posing as the American girl's best friend. English landscapes, street

scenes and country houses add interest to Steve Fisher's screenplay. Francis

Searle directed the story and adaptation by John Gilling, using the "Whisper-

ing Smith" character created by Frank H. Spearman.
Others in the cast include Herbert Lorn, Alan Wheatley, Reginald Beck-

with, Dora Bryan and Daniel Wherry.
Running time, 77 minutes. General audience classification. March release.

"Tarzan's Savage Fury"
(Lesser Productions-RKO Pictures)

THE full weight of Tarzan's savage fury falls on Charles Korvin and,

to a lesser extent, Patric Knowles, a pair of jungle interlopers who
rtupe Tarzan. They deceive him into guiding them to the land of the

Wazuri, fierce, war-like tribesmen who possess fabulous amounts of diamonds.

The plot thus set gives Lex Barker, as the Ape Man, plenty of opportunity

to indulge in the kind of heroics that have paid off so well for many years.

Dorothy Hart is his beautiful helpmate and young Tommy Carlton, introduced

in this film, plays his foster son.

Tarzan's idyllic existence here is disturbed by the appearance of Korvin and
Knowles who, posing as British agents, pursuade the jungle man that Eng-
land, in its defense effort, needs the Wazuri diamonds for the manufacture
of precision instruments. Some members of the audience will immediately

detect the pair as a couple of Russian agents
;
although never stated specifical-

ly, they address each other in private as "Comrade." A passport uncovered by
Cheeta, the chimpanzee, reveals the true identity of the pair after they have

murdered several Wazuri and left Miss Hart to be executed by the tribe.

Barker, with the aid of Cheeta and the young son, is able to dispatch the

villains and make amends with the Wazuri in time to save Miss Hart's life.

The main plot line is supplemented with numerous brushes with African

wildlife and a brief psychological interlude during which the son overcomes

his fear of lions. The up-to-date script was written by Cyril Hume, Hans
Jacoby and Shirley White, based on the Edgar Rice Burrough's characters.

Sol Lesser produced and Cyril Endfield directed.
_

Running time, 80 minutes. General audience classification. March Release.

"Ma and Pa Kettle at the Fair"
(Universal-International)

A HOMESPUN TALE, chock-full of the previously tested ingredients, is

unravelled in this latest "Ma and Pa Kettle" production. Percy Kilbride
as Pa is his whimsical, winning self, while Ma, played by Marjorie Main, re-
mains true to form—the strong, warm and humorous personality, Pa's perfect
mate.

Its humor is for the unsophisticated audience. There are many persons
throughout the country who prefer their fun in broad, unsubtle strokes.

In "Ma and Pa Kettle at the Fair," the family, consisting of 14 unmarried
children, is in financial straits. The house is mortgaged up to the hilt and at

the beginning it looks as if the eldest daughter, just out of high school, will

not be able to afford college. But Ma and Pa Kettle's resourcefulness over-
came similar obstacles previously. In order to obtain money in this instance,

they stake everything on Ma's showing at the country fair in the jam and
home-baked bread contest.

The plan is to capitalize on Ma's winning the jam contest by retailing the
"Kettle Special" in stores. This falls through, however, when Ma inadver-
tently enters the harness race instead of the jelly event. Undauted, an old
trotter is entered. It would not be cricket to tell who wins the race, but be
assured the money is raised to put the daughter through college.

Others in the cast include James Best, Lori Nelson, Esther Dale, Emory
Parnell and Oliver Blake. Leonard Goldstein produced, while Charles Barton
directed, from a screenplay by Richard Morris and John Grant. The story

was written by Martin Ragaway, Leonard Stern and Jack Henley.
Running time, 78 minutes. General audience classification. For April

release.

Murray Horowitz

"The Pace That Thrills"
(RKO Pictures)

A STRAIGHTFORWARD action picture which should find a ready recep-
tion among action fans has been fashioned in "The Pace That Thrills,"

a film concerning motorcycling enthusiasts.

Comprising the triangle about which the story moves are Bill Williams,
an ace motorcycle test driver and racer ; Carla Balenda, pretty newspaper
reporter who objects to some of Williams' ethics in the rough and tumble
sport, and Steve Flagg, Williams' sidekick and rival for Miss Balenda's
affections. The two men work for Robert Armstrong, manufacturer of motor-
cycles whose company is heading for a bad spot unless it can perfect a "revolu-
tionary hydraulic transmission." Miss Balenda begins by being shocked at

Williams' ways of winning a race and ends up loving both him and the sport

and even investing her money in the new transmission. Numerous scenes

of racing and trick riding punctuate the proceedings and make them quite

lively.

Lewis J. Rachmil produced and Leon Barsha directed, from a screenplay

by DeVallon Scott and Robert Lee Johnson.

Others in the cast are Frank McHugh, Cleo Moore, John Mallory and
Diane Garrett.

Running time, 63 minutes. General audience classification. For March
release.

"Valley of the Eagles"
(Nat Bronsten-Lippert) Hollywood, March 17

THE best elements of natural history and melodrama are combined in

this adroitly-made film. Laplanders' hunt-trained eagles swoop down
and deal furious death to a pack of wolves on an Arctic plain at 45-below,

in a scene of high impact.

You will have to see a thousand-head herd of reindeer plodding in a mile-

long queue against a limitless snow-packed terrain, and then storm-driven into

a self-destroying stampede over a vertical precipice, to realize the gripping

power of this picture that held an unprepared audience at Hollywood's
Egyptian theatre motionless and silent until breaking into applause at the

conclusion of its previewing. Or, of course, you can take that audience's and
this reporter's word for it that "Valley of the Eagles" is an entertainment

experience rare and stimulating beyond the power of nomenclatural or ad-

jectival billing to convey. That's what thrilled customers, with their own
matchless eloquence, will be telling friends and neighbors after they have

seen it.

The overpowering natural drama of life as lived and forces unleashed in

Lapland are mentioned first in this report because they are without pre-

cedent on the screen, but come second to a tensely melodramatic story that

opens, and is photographed, in Stockholm, which has a Norwegian scientist

robbed by his venal assistant and faithless wife of an invention valuable in

peace or war which he is about to present to the United Nations. They flee

across Sweden enroute to Finland and, presumtively, Russia, with the scien-

tist and a Norwegian inspector of police in close pursuit. This melodramatic

story, enacted principally by Jack Warner, Nadia Gray, John McCallum and

Anthony Dawson, is finely told and highly suspenseful in its own right, and

is brought to a smashing climax in a snow avalanche the like of which has

not been seen on film. Producer Nat Bronsten and writer-director Terrence

Young earn a lasting credit by combining this fiction and the thrilling facts

of nature so skillfully that each enhances the other.

Running time, 83 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

March 21.



A.dequate projection lighting is the only thing you

need add to what Hollywood is already doing to

"show" the movie-going public that movies are better

than ever. The talent, direction, settings, the fidelity

of color and detail are all ON THE FILM. Your pro-

jection lighting determines how much of that excel-

lence is translated TO YOUR SCREEN . . . how much

of it your customers SEE . . . how much more of it they

will WANT and BUY.

SHOW'EM ITS MOVIETIME...

GIVE 'EM THE LIGHT TO SEE!

BUY "NATIONAL" PROJECTOR CARBONS

-

FOR BRIGHTER SCREENS ... FOR BIGGER BOX OFFICE

The term "National" is a registered trade-mark of

Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation

NATIONAL CARBON COMPANY
A Division of Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation

30 East 42nd Street, New Yorlc 17, N. Y.

District Sales Offices: Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Kansas City,

New York, Pittsburgh, San Francisco

In Canada: National Carbon Limited, Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg

ARE YOUR MOVIES
BETTER THAN EVER?

How /ong since you

checked your:

• Screen Brightness?

• Screen Light Distribution?

• Screen Reflectivity?

• Color of light?

• Projection Equipment?

Get in the SCRAP for Defense

Save Your Copper Drippings!
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RKO RADIO PICTURES. Inc.

TRADE SHOWINGS

TWO PRODUCTIONS
ALBANY

Fox Screening Room
1052 Broadway

ATLANTA
RKO Screening Room
195 Luckie St., N.W.

BOSTON
RKO Screening Room
122-28 Arlington St.

BUFFALO
Mo. Pic. Oper. Scr. Rm.
498 Pearl St.

CHARLOTTE
Fox Screening Room
308 S. Church St.

CHICAGO
RKO Screening Room
1300 S. Wabash Ave.

CINCINNATI
RKO Screening Room
12 East 6th St.

CLEVELAND
Fox Screening Room
2219 Payne Ave.

DALLAS
Republic Screening Room
412 S. Harwood St.

DENVER
Paramount Screen. Room
2100 Stout St.

DES MOINES
Fox Screening Room
1300 High St.

DETROIT
Blumenthals Screen. Rm.
2310 Cass Ave.

INDIANAPOLIS
Universal Screen. Room
517 N. Illinois St.

KANSAS CITY
Paramount Screen. Room
1800 Wyandotte St.

LOS ANGELES
RKO Screening Room
1980 S. Vermont Ave.

MEMPHIS
Fox Screening Room
151 Vance Ave.

MILWAUKEE
Warner Screening Room
212 W. Wisconsin Ave.

MINNEAPOLIS
Fox Screening Room
1015 Currie Ave.

NEW HAVEN
Fox Screening Room
40 Whiting St.

NEW ORLEANS
Fox Screening Room
200 S. Liberty St.

NEW YORK
RKO Screening Room
630 Ninth Ave.

OKLAHOMA
Fox Screening Room
10 North Lee St.

OMAHA
Fox Screening Room
1502 Davenport St.

PHILADELPHIA
RKO Screening Room
2.5(J N. 13th St.

PITTSBURGH
RKO Screening Room
1809-13 Blvd. of Allies

PORTLAND
Star Screening Room
925 N.W. 19th Ave.

ST. LOUIS
RKO Screening Room
3143 Olive St.

SALT LAKE CITY
Fox Screening Room
216 East 1st St. South

SAN FRANCISCO
RKO Screening Room
251 Hyde St.

SEATTLE
Jewel Box Screen. Room
2318 Second Ave.

SIOUX FALLS
Hollywood Theatre
212 N. Philips Ave.

WASHINGTON
Film Center Screen. Rm.
9.32 New .(ersey Ave.

THE NARROW
MARGIN

Tues. 3/25 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 8:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 1:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 23:0 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 12:15 Noon

Tues. 3/25 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 1:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 1:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 2 :.30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 1 :3() P.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:.30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 1 :00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:,30 A.M.

TARGET
Tues. 3/25 3:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 3:15 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 3:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 11:00 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 9:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 3:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:30 P.M.

Wed. 3/26 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 3:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 3:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 11:00 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 3:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 1:00 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 1:00 P.M.

Wed. 3/26 10:30 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 2:30 P.M.

Tues. 3/25 9:00 A.M.

Tues. 3/25 1 1:30 A.M.

O'Connor Names 50

To Charity Group

A film industry committee of 50 to

serve as part of Cardinal Spellman's
Committee of the Laity in the 19S2
Catholic Charities Drive of the Arch-
diocese of New York which seeks

$2,500,000 in gifts through 40 different

business committees, was announced
here yesterday by John J. O'Connor,
vice-president of Universal Pictures,

who is chairman of the motion picture
committee. George J. Schaefer is

treasurer of the 1952 drive and Bert
Sanford is vice-chairman. The com-
mittee includes the following

:

Frank J Alford, MPEA ; Charles A
and John W Alicoate, Film Daily;

William E. Bary, Shea Enterprises

;

Frank E. Cahill, Jr., Warner Thea-
tres ; F. X. Carroll, 20th Century-
Fox; Patrick Casey, Casey Enter-

prises ; T. J. Connors ; Robert W.
Coyne, COMPO; Thomas Crehan,

RKO Theatres ; William Cronin,

Comerford Theatres
; J. F. Dailey

;

John Dervin, Monogram Pictures

;

Russell V. Downing, Radio City

Music Hall
; Joseph Eagan and Si

Fabian, Fabian Theatres
;
James M.

Franey, United World Films; J. M.
Geoghan, Century Theatres ; E. C.

Grainger; James R. Grainger, Repub-
lic Pictures ; William J. Heineman,
United Artists ; Walter F. J. Higgins,

Prudential Theatres ; Al Hovell, Cen-
tury Theatres ; William W. Howard,
RKO Theatres

; John Hughes, United
Artists

; John Kane, Columbia ; Sher-

vvin Kane, Motion Picture Daily
;

Austin C. Keough, Paramount.
Also, T. J. Martin, Warner Pic-

tures ; Joseph A. McConville, Colum-
bia

; Joseph E. McMahon, Republic

;

William J. McShea, RKO Pictures;

Paul C. Mooney, Sr. National Screen

Service ; Peter J. Mooney, Audio Pro-
ductions ; John F. Murphy, Loew's

;

William P. Murphy, Republic ; L. D.
Netter, Jr., Altec Service; Paul D.
O'Brien, O'Brien Driscoll and Raft-

ery ; Robert H. O'Brien, United Par-

amount Theatres ; Thomas F. O'Con-
nor, RKO Theatres

;
Joyce O'Hara,

MPAA; Charles L. O'Reilly, A.B.C.
Vending Corp. ; E. K. O'Shea, Para-
mount ;

Martin Quigley ; Charles M.
Reagan, M-G-M ; Phil Reisman, RKO
Pictures ; Herman Robbins, National

Screen Service
;
George J. Schaefer

;

George Skouras, Skouras Theatres

;

Spyros Skouras, 20th Centurv-Fox

;

E. J. Smith, Jr., RKO Pictures;

Gael Sullivan, TOA ; Frank C. Walk-
er, Comerford Theatres ; Richard F.

Walsh, lATSE; William A. \Yhite,

Skouras Theatres; J. L. Wolcott,
Pathe Laboratories.

To See 'Pride of St Louis'
A special tribute will be paid to

Dizzy Dean at the first annual "Din-

ner of Champions" of the American
Baseball Academy at the Waldorf As-
toria here on April 12, 1952. The
hundreds of notables expected at the

dinner will see a special preview of

20th Century-Fox's screen biography

of Dizzy, "Pride of St. Louis," in

which the pitcher is played by Dan
Dailey.

Paramount Rides 'Tide'
Paramount has placed in the current

issue of Tide, magazine of advertising

and sales, a two-thirds page ad pro-

moting George Stevens' "Something
to Live For," starring Joan Fontaine

and Ray Milland. The ad, written in

gag text, offers "a really terrific op-

portunity for a top account executive."

Wis.Allied Approves

Marcus BiddingPlan

Milwaukee, March 17.— S. J. Gold-
berg, president of Allied Independent
Theatre Owners of Wisconsin, an-
nounced that the board of directors,

has endorsed a plan to overcome the
competitive bidding problem, as sub-
mitted by Ben Marcus, Wisconsin's
national Allied director.

Marcus' plan suggests that if an
exhibitor feels he can qualify for the
run in question, rather than go through
a bidding proposition and pay "exor-
bitant" film rentals, distributors give
him a chance to prove what he can
do with their product. As an example,
the plan says, let the companies give
him 50 per cent of their product for

a given period. At the end of that
period, if the exhibitor can qualify and
give them the same approximate earn-
ings as another account, he would then
be eligible to continue the run on a
split product basis. If he cannot qual-
ify, he would go back to his original

run and a competitive exhibitor

would continue on his original run.

If the exhibitor, now enjoying a
certain run, refuses to share it with
his competitor and insists upon bid-

ding, the distributor, according to the

plan, must insist that the exhibitor
accept one-half of the product.

Team Hornhlow, LeRoy
Hollywood, March 17.—M-G-M is

teaming producer Arthur Hornhlow
and director Mervyn LeRoy again
for "Rose Marie," which will follow
their currently shooting "The One
Piece Bathing Suit." Hornhlow and
LeRoy will fly to Canada to scout
location sites for "Rose Marie," which
was made some years ago with Jean-
nette MacDonald.

Set New Crosby Film
Bing Crosby will star in a new

Paramount film, "Little Boy Lost,"
which will be produced in France next
fall by William Perlberg and George
Seaton. Seaton will also direct and
write the screenplay, to be based on
the novel by Marghanita Laski.

Fly to fun and relaxation on a

in the Sun Country
You're only hours away, by TWA, from
Phoenix, Las Vegas, Southern California.

Big savings with TWA's Family Half-
Fare Pla n and Sky Tourist flights. See
vour travel agent or call TWA.

ra/m/s worid airuncs

U.S.A. • EUROPE ' AFRICA • ASIA



for the first time!

for all your

advertising

displays!

Order your Academy Award Seals now . . . and have them on hand for
the announcement of the Academy Awards. They can be used anytime. Beautifully
produced with a bronze "Oscar" and black lettering, they are available in three

styles— a. "Best Picture of the Year"
b. "Best Performance by an Actor"

c. "Best Performance by an Actress"

FIVE tailored"to-fit SIZES . . . ready to snipe on all your advertising displays.

in

•^ B«sl Performanco By An Aclor

-tiV 9 ft.

^ 1

i
^

Basr Perlormar ce By An Actress

at ft S

Best Piclur< ol the ¥«ar

2" sq. Seals ... for 1 4 x 20 window cards and 22 x 28 window cards
3 1/2 " sq. Seals ... for one-sheets, 30 x 40's, 40 x 60's

24 X 60 banners and 24 x 82 banners
8" sq. Seals ... for three-sheets and six-sheets

Be Prepared! Order NOW from your NSS salesman or nearest branch.

60c

60c

$1.00

24 SHEET SNIPE
...available in the same
colors . . . for "Best
Picture of the Year",
"Best Performance by
an Actor" and "Best
Performance by an
Actress" . . . measures
44" X 12 1/2".

3 for $1.00

ACADEMY
AWARD
WINNER

Best Picture of the Year

\immiv^\(7iem service
\_J PMZfBtiBr Of mfiffousmr
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Majors Take Milgram Case
(Continued from page 1)

''Greatest'

(Continued from paqe 1)

currently in its lUtli week at the

Hall, will match the showcase's record

run set by "Random Harvest," in De-
cember, 1942, to March, 1943. Com-
parable gross figures with "Random
Harvest." the Hall management said,

would not give an accurate picture be-

cause admission prices in 1942 and
1943 were lower than they are to-

day.

However, the $1,355,000 estimate

for the DeMille film is comparable to

the Hall's biggest grosser, "The
Great Caruso." which racked up a

huge $1,395,000 for its ten-week en-

gagement at the Hall in the summer
of 1951.

Although the running time of

"The Greatest Show on Earth" is

longer than most features, the Hall
has been able to maintain its four

shows per day schedule by cutting its

stage show. The audience turnover,

however, was said to be slower be-

cause of the length of the film.

Aspen Will Produce
Two Films for UA
Two stories from James A. Miche-

ner's "Return to Paradise" will be
filmed by Aspen Productions for

United Artists release, it was an-

nounced here by Arthur B. Krim,
president of UA.
The first, which, according to pre-

sent plans will be made with color in

Technicolor, will be "Return to Para-
dise" and will star Gary Cooper. The
second will be "Until They Sail."

Six New Theatres
For Famous Players
Ottawa, March 17.—Since Jan. 1,

1952, Famous Players Canadian Corp.,
and its associates have opened the

Paramount theatre, Port Alberni, B.
C, and Paramount theatre, Bathurst,
N. B. Between now and June 1, they
will open the Alouette, Montreal,
Westwood, Islington, Ont., a new
drive-in theatre at Moncton, N. B.,

and another drive-in at Ottawa.

Levy Abroad on Filming
Bill Levy who recently formed Wil-

liam B. Levy Enterprises, will leave

here for Europe April 3, on the Nieuw
Amsterdam, to set arrangements for

production in Europe in association

with both British and American inter-

ests. While in London Levy will con-
fer with the directors of Odhams
Press, Ltd., co-owners with him of

Willbank Publications. Willbank pub-
lishes Mickey Mouse Weekly.

opinion that the industry had a pro-

clivity to "unlawful conduct" as the

reason for branding incredible all tes-

timony of distributors' officers and
employes. "How long," the brief

asked, "can that statement be per-

mitted to prevent the distributors from
receiving fair consideration in new
matters not involved in the cases in

which the statement was made? May
the statement of this court growing
out of an entirely dii¥erent record
continue to be used as the basis for

setting aside findings of a trial

judge, or, as in this case, for totally

disbelieving uncontradicted testimony

of officers and employes of eight sep-

arate concerns? Is a pattern of judi-

cial conduct which denies to a certain

class of litigants fair disposition of

their cases something with which this

court should concern itself?"

Practical Financial Reason

The distributors pointed out that

there were many top-ranking conven-
tional first-run theatre's in the Allen-

town-Bethlehem, Pa., area. They
stressed the importance of first-run

showing at a "show-window" theatre

to the subsequent success of the film

in the area. Each branch manager
told the court his company, for this

practical financial reason, had deter-

mined independently and without any
knowledge of what other distributors

would do, to refuse to license first-run

films to the drive-in, the brief stated.

Despite this testimony, and although

there was no evidence to the con-

trary, the distributors continued, the

trial judge "summarily labeled the

distributors' testimony incredible, and
reached the further conclusion that

each distributor was conscious of the

parallel action of the others, and that

conscious parallelism was all the proof

required to convict the distributors of

a violation of the Sherman and Clay-

ton Acts."

This trial court decision, the
distributors added, was sus-

tained by the Appeals Court in

a two-to-one decision on the
ground that "since the motion
picture industry had been con-
victed and flayed by this court
in the Paramount case, its offi-

cers and employe witnesses are
unworthy of belief, and there
could not have been similarity
of action without a conspiracy."

The distributors said this ruling

of the Third Circuit conflicted with
the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals
decision in the Walbrook Amusement
Co. case, which held that "similarity

I of action under substantially like cir-

cumstances affecting each distributor

is not proof of conspiracy."
The distributors said that consider-

ing the Drive-in Theatre is available
only to motorists, that it is open only
part of a year, that it shows films
only after dark and is seriously af-

fected by adverse weather conditions,

"it would seem to any fair-minded
person that a normal business execu-
tive, responsible for the first-run ex-
hibition of motion pictures where they
will gain the best reputation so as
to enhance their subsequent-run in-

come, would prefer first-run in a
conventional theatre in the heart of

the business district." Even if the

decision were not financially sound,
the brief argued, "any distributor is

free to make it if it is made independ-
ently and without conspiracy, or
agreement or combination with any
other distributor or exhibitor."

If "conscious parallelism" jus-
tifies an inference of conspir-
acy, the high court was told,

then the distributors have no
means of preventing repeated
inferences of conspiracy unless
they conspire to create a diver-
gence of conduct. Assuming
each distributor indepently de-
cided not to license the drive-
in, the distributors said, they
would have to agree that one or
two distributors should license
the drive-in so as to avoid a
finding of "conscious parallel-
ism."

In conclusion, the distributors said
the case has "an importance which
far transcends the particular decision."
They cited the "flood of litigation
throughout the U. S. against the dis-
tributors" since the Paramount case
decision, and said that as long as this
decision on conscious parallelism and
the credibility of distributor evidence
is allowed to stand, other district

courts in the Third Circuit must fol-

low this principle and the distributors
are "at the mercy of the plaintiffs in
the mass of litigation with which they
are confronted there. With great
earnestness, we submit that until this

Court reviews the theories upon
which the Circuit Court of Appeals
is deciding cases in which motion pic-
ture distributors are involved, they
cannot obtain fair consideration in

that circuit."

Another 'Miracle' Delay
Washington, March 17.—Argu-

ment before the Supreme Court on
the "Miracle" appeal, testing New
York State's film censorship law, is

now tentatively set for the week of
April 21, according to court officials.

It had been slated for the week of
March 31, but was pushed back. The
April 21 week is the last week the
court will hear arguments this term,
indicating the case will probably be
one of the last to be decided before
the court quits for the summer.

To View 'Convicts'
Columbia Pictures' "My Six Con-

victs" will be shown to 250 teachers
attending the in-service course,
tiirough the joint cooperative effort of
the Board of Education and the Or-
ganization of the Motion Picture In-
dustry for the City of New York,
today at the Roosevelt Memorial Hall,
American Museum of Natural His-
tory.

N.Y. Grosses
(Continued from page 1)

line, U. S. A." at the Roxy, which
also features a stage show. There, a
solid $75,000 is seen for a first week.
"The Greatest Show on Earth" at

Radio City Music Hall, continues do-
ing fine. A swell $103,000 is seen for
its tenth week, and it will stay, at

least tying the house's run record.

'Boots Malone' Fair

At the Paramount, a fair $53,000 is

forecast for the opening week of

"Boots Malone" on the screen and
Ella Fitzgerald headlining the stage
bill. "Meet Danny Wilson" will bow
at the Paramount March 26.

For the fourth week of "African
Queen" at the Capitol a nice $30,000
is seen. The long-standing "Quo
Vadis" at the Astor will be replaced

March 27 by "My Six Convicts."

"Quo Vadis," currently in its 2'Oth

week, is expected to gross a substan-
tial $21,000.

Holding up well is "Sailor Beware"
at the Mayfair where $22,500 is esti-

mated for the seventh inning, while
"Viva Zapata" at the Rivoli is fore-

cast to do a good $13,000 for its sixth

week.
"Snow White and the Seven

Dwarfs" at the Criterion is doing ex-
cellently, with $20,000 seen for the

fourth stanza. "The Captive City"
will have its premiere there March 27.

At the Globe, "Smoke Jumpers"
will replace "Hoodlum Empire" Fri-

day, which is expected to bow out
with a rather weak $11,500 for its sec-

ond week. The re-issue of "A Street
car Named Desire" is currently fea-

tured at the Warners, where "Bugles
in the Afternoon" wound up its two-
week run with a tepid $12,000 for its

final five days.

Second Week Forecast

A fairly good $18,000 is forecast
for the second week of "The Belle
of New York" at Loew's State, where
"Flesh and Fury" will bow in

March 27.

Among off-Broadway houses, "Cry,
the Beloved Country" at the Bijou
is expected to gross a solid $8,500 for
its eighth week, while a healthy $5,500
is seen for the 22nd inning of "The
Lavender Hill Mob" at the Fine Arts
Theatre. A satisfactory $4,600 is in-

dicated for the fourth stanza of "The
Woman in Question" at the Park
Avenue.
At the Sutton, a fair $4,200 for the

10th week of "Tales of Hofifman" is

forecast, while a robust $9,000 is seen
for the 28th week of "The River" at
the Paris. "Navajo" at the Baronet
is doing fairly well, with $2,900 indi-
cated for the fourth stanza.
"Royal Journey" at the Guild The-

atre is proving a solid attraction with
the third week expected to rack ud
$7,500.

Renown Gets Rights to 5
Acquisition of United Kingdom dis-

tribution rights for a series of five
new American features has been set
by Richard Gordon, president of Re-
nown Pictures of America.
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RKO Files

{Contintied from page 1)

Activities Committee, aiid who "on
constitutional grounds" refused to an-

swer the question of whether they

were Communists.
RKO named screen writer Paul

Jarrico as defendant. Hughes, man-
aging director of production of RKO,
declared : "As long as I am an offi-

cer or director of RKO Pictures

Corp., this company will never tem-
porize, conciliate with, or yield to

Paul Jarrico or anyone guilty of sim-

; ilar conduct."

Discarded All Manuscripts

RKO charged in Los Angeles Su-
perior Court that Jarrico refused to

tell whether he was a member of

the Communist Party because to do
so "might tend to incriminate" him.
RKO's complaint for declaratory
judgment stated that RKO discharged
Jarrico and discarded all manuscripts
written by him for the motion picture

"The Las Vegas Story." RKO asked
the court to determine that RKO is

not required to pay Jarrico's demands
for money for alleged damages, and
that RKO is not obligated to Jarrico
in a.ny way, either for screen credit

or otherwise.

Howard Huges stated:

"A great deal of pressure has been
brought to bear upon me to pay of¥

and settle Jarrico's demands out of

court.

"It would be much simpler, easier,

and probably cheaper to pay what Jar-
rico demands than to resist. And at

first, it seemed the sensible decision

to pay off and forget this matter. Just
get it over with and proceed to more
productive duties.

'Sensible Thing'

"And maybe it is the sensible thing

to do. The RKO executives, attor-

neys and I have our hands full to try

and run a successful company opera-
tion in these times, and we do not

have the man hours for the endless

depositions, harassment, legal study,

conferences and preparation which are

necessary to fight a lawsuit. How-
ever, for several days now, I have
been giving this matter my most care-

ful and conscientious thought. I

have reached a decision and it is final

and irrevocable, regardless of what it

leads me to.

"As long as I am an officer or

director of RKO Pictures Corp., this

company will never temporize, con-

ciliate with, or yield to Paul Jarrico

or anyone guilty of similar conduct."

In the complaint field today, RKO
stated that, after discharging Jarrico,

RKO then hired a new writer to write
an entirely new script, and that the

picture was made from this new
script, which contained nothing what-
ever created by Jarrico.

The complaint charged that, because
of these facts, the RKO studio suf-

fered a delay in starting production.

Stars to Aid Crippled
Several personalities in the enter-

tainment field have accepted invita-

tions to serve as sponsors of the 1952
Easter Seal campaign of the National
Society for Crippled Children and
Adults. Jack Benny is chairman for

radio and television. Others include

Sid Caesar, Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Col-
man, Joan Crawford, Bing Crosby,
Jimmy Durante, Bob Hope, Mr. and
Mrs. Jim (Fibber McGee and Molly)
Jordan, Art Linkletter, Don McNeill,
Don Quinn and Doris Day.

Hit Monopoly Charge
{Continued from page 1)

where UPT has the only theatre

would ABC be affiliated with the only
radio or television station. In most
cities, he indicated there would be
both theatre and broadcasting compe-
tition.

Coyle said that ABC's net after

taxes in 1951 was $369,000, but that

there was a decline in television sales

in December, and in January the net-

work actually had a loss.

After divestiture, UPT would have
644 theatres in 297 cities, hearing ex-

aminer Leo Resnick was told. In

those cities, there are 544 competing
first-run theatres and 3,249 competing
subsequent run theatres, Coyle said.

He added that in none of the 297

cities would UPT have the only the-

atre, and in only 20 small cities would
it have the only first-run theatre. And
ABC does not operate in any of those

20 cities, he stated.

There would be 479 cities in which
either ABC would have a broadcast-

ing outlet or UPT a theatre outlet,

Coyle said. He declared ABC would
have a radio or TV outlet in 181 cities

in which UPT would have no the-

atres, that UPT would have theatres

in 176 cities in which ABC has no
broadcasting outlet, and there would
be only 122 cities in which both com-
panies vi'Ould have outlets.

Coyle said UPT would have the-

atres in only 14 of the 51 cities where
ABC is affiliated with the only AM
station in town, and in each of these
14 cities there would be at least one
competing theatre. As for television,

the Commission was told, ABC owns
five stations and is affiliated exclusive-
ly with two and non-exclusively with
57. In the five cities where ABC owns
TV outlets, there are at least two
other competing TV stations and more
theatres owned by non-UPT compa-
nies than owned by UPT, Coyle stat-

ed, and added that ABC is not affili-

ated with the only TV station in any
city where UPT has the only theatre.

The ABC official pointed out that

the combined ABC-UPT gross in

1950 would have been less than 25
per cent of the RCA gross. He also

inserted official FCC figures to show
that broadcasters, newspaper publish-

ers and manufacturers own far more
TV stations and have far more appli-

cations pending than do film compa-
nies.

Other ABC witnesses on the stand
today were secretary and general
counsel Geraldine Zorbaugh ; vice

president and director C. Nicholas
Priaulx ; assistant research manager
Frank James ; and Dr. Frank Kear,
consulting engineer. They discussed

the structure of the network, program-
ming, finances and other questions.

Boxing Trust Suit
{Continued from page 1)

of professional championship boxing
matches. Prepared by Department of

Justice attorney's Harold Lasser and
Harold J. McAuley, under the super-

vision of Melville C. Williams, chief

of the New York anti-trust office, the

complaint contends that "the public as

well as the contestants, promoters, ra-

dio and television broadcasters and
others engaged in this business is en-

titled to a free competitive market in

a business which commands such wide
public interest."

Named as defendants in addition to

the two clubs were the Madison
Square Garden Corp. of New York,
James D. Norris of New York, and
Arthur M. Wirtz of Chicago. Norris
and Wirtz together with the Aladison
Square Garden Corp. are the principal

stockholders of the IBC of New York
and Illinois.

U-I Welcomes
{Continued from page 1)

gene Walsh, Charles Simonelli, Har-
old Rubin, Harry Fellerman, Philip

Gerard, Jeff Livingston, Henry A.
Linet, Fortunat Baronat, Felix Som-
mer, Irving Weiss, Joseph Mazer,
Robert Ungerfeld, Morris Alin, Mil-
ton Livingston, Jack Huber and
Maurice Myron.

Raise Prices for 'Show'
Boston, March 17.—The Metropoli-

tan Theatre here has hiked admission
prices for Cecil B. DeMille's "The
Greatest Show on Earth." The new
prices are as follows : Thursday, Fri-

day, Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day, 90 cents from opening until 5 :0G

P.M. and from 5:00 P.M. until clos-

ing, $1.25; on Saturday until 1:00
P.M., 90 cents, and from 5:00 P.M.
until closing, $1.25. The Sunday price,

is $1.25 all day. Children's price,

under 12 years, is 50 cents at all times.

Pathe Color
{Continued from page 1)

cess are now underway on the
Coast, Wolcott added; three
studios are interested in mak-
ing features using Eastman
color. The color expansion in
the East, he explained, is being
duplicated in Pathe's present
Hollywood laboratory, where
new equipment is being bought
and black-and-white equipment
is being converted to handle
color.

Wolcott said most revenue of Pathe
Laboratories still comes from the
processing of theatrical motion pic-

tures and while he sees some adjust-
ment in the industry as a result of
home TV, the Pathe executive said
there will always be a thriving the-

atrical film industry. It is on the
basis of this belief, Wolcott ex-
plained, that Pathe has begun its

$1,000,000 expansion program.
At present, Pathe handles tlie out-

put of Universal Pictures, in addition
to newsreels of Warner, Universal
and NBC-TV, and also processes
United Artists and RKO Pictures, the
latter films on the Coast.

'The River' Is Cited
A proposal that the board of gov-

ernors of the Academy of Motion Pic-
ture Arts and Sciences consider a spe-
cial award for "the most significant

cooperative international achievement"
has been made by the General Federa-
tion of Women's Clubs. Besides the
proposal, the Federation forwarded its

nomination of "The River" for the

projected award.

WTO Meeting Sept. 1-5
S.\s Francisco, March 17.—West-

ern Theatre Owners, Inc., will hold
its 1952 annual convention in the

Feather River Inn, Blairsden, Cal.,

Sept. 1-5, it is disclosed by president

Rotus Harvey.

Compo Fight
{Continued from page 1)

members of the new committee, which
is under the co-chairmanship of
Robert J. (Bob) O'Donnell and Col.
H. A. Cole, is due to be held follow-
ing the former's return around April
5 from a vacation abroad.
Arthur L. Mayer, COMPO execu-

tive vice-president, and Robert W.
Coyne, special counsel, are the officials

who have been preparing the data
which is expected to be the basis for

discussion at the first tax committee
meeting.
The campaign of the previous

COMPO tax committee, which was
under the chairmanship of Abram F.
Myers of national Allied, was at the
point of winning at least a reduction
of the Federal tax when the Korean
War broke out and spoiled hope of
a reduction of the Federal military
budget.

Inequitable for 2 Reasons

"We who are close to the business,"
said Mayer, "are convinced that this

type of taxation is inequitable for two
reasons : It bears most heavily on that
part of the public least able to pay,
and it threatens the well-being of
our industry. Not only do we hope
to convince Congress of this fact but
we hope to make representations to
the U. S. Treasury as well. We have
found Treasury officials open-minded
and we know them to be constantly
evaluating taxes in the light of their
eft'ect on the economy—not only the
national economy but the economy of
the industries involved and the popu-
lation sectors immediately affected.
Congress naturally is the agency that
can grant relief. No effort will be
spared, however, to make an ally of
the Treasury Department, whose rec-
ommendations properly have great
weight with Congress."
Mayer stated that he was forward-

ing to the COMPO tax committee
copies of the Treasury's study and
recommendations.

Bldg. Code Hearing

Set in Puerto Rico

By E. SANCHEZ ORTIZ
San Juan, P. R., March 16 (By

Airmail).—The Puerto Rico planning
board has prepared a building code
that will be submitted to public hear-
ings Alarch 30, before it is finally

approved.

This regulation is being prepared in

accordance with the provisions of Ac/
No. 168 of the Insular Legislature,

authorizing the planning board to

adopt and enforce a building code that

will cover security, stability and
health conditions of all buildings con-
structed in Puerto Rico, including
motion picture houses.

Galindo to Handle
Selznick Product
Mexico City, March 17.—Pedro

Galindo, producer-distributor, will dis-

tribute Selznick pictures in Mexico
during the next four years under a
contract he made with Fred S. Gul-
branson, Selznick manager here. Of
late, various Mexican distributors have
handled Selznick productions in this

country. Coincident with the making
of this deal, Galindo announced that

he will produce six pictures this year.
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Allied Urges

Arbitration

Meet at Once
Demands Quick Action by
Distributors, 'Or Else'

Allied States Association,
through its president, Wilbur Sna-
per, j-esterday coupled a threat of

greater "militancy" in combatting
trade practice

difficulties with a

bid for "speed"

on the part of

distribution i n
setting a date for

an industrj- con-

ference on arbi-

tration.

At a press con-
ference held in

his office here,

Snaper hinted
that Allied would
welcome at this

time an arbitra-

tion conference
with even the

"few" distributors who have indicated

{Continued on page 4)

WilbnT Snaper

'Red' Probers Hail

RKO's Jarrico Suit

\\'ashixgtox, March 18.—House
Un-American Activities Committee
Chairman John S. Wood used the oc-

casion of the RKO Pictures' suit

against writer Paul Jarrico to make
it clear that he did not agree with
the recent Committee report criticiz-

ing the film industry.

Congratulating Howard Hughes for

filing the suit. Wood declared that he
was "one member of my committee
who has felt for some time that the

{Continued on page 4)

Sees 'New Heights'

For Film Industry

Washington, March 18.—A con-
viction that the motion picture indus-
try still has a "very good future" and
has not yet "approached the heights"
it will still reach was given as one
of the reasons why the American
Broadcasting Co. would like to merge
with United Paramount Theatres.

In testimony yesterday before the
Federal Communications Commission,

{Continued on page 5)

NT Hopes to Meet Decree
Deadline on Sale of 90

By MURRAY HOROWITZ
Despite what was described as the current market decline in the

demand for theatres, Charles P. Skouras, president of National Theatres,

expressed hope yesterday that XT would be able to dispose of the 90

theatres required under the 20th Century-Fox consent decree within
' the deadline date of June, 1953.

Eidophor Now Being
Installed at 20th

Installation of 20th Cen-
tury-Fox's Swiss CBS color

theatre TV Eidophor equip-
ment in the company's pre-
view room at the home office

is now in progress, Charles
P. Skouras, National Theatres
president, revealed here yes-
terday.

The equipment arrived by
air freight from Zurich,
Switzerland. Skouras said a
demonstration is planned in
about another three weeks.
The pilot model, Skouras
added, probably will offer a
more imposing demonstration
here than in Switzerland.
Engineers, he inferred, have
improved on the equipment
since the last demonstration.

U.A. Product forA
Year and A Half
Outlined at Meet
Boston, March 18.—United Artists

product for all of 1952 and half of

1953 was outlined to companj^ sales

field men at meetings conducted here
yesterday and today b}' UA vice-presi-

dents William J. Heineman and Max
E. Youngstein.
For the first time in the company's

history, the UA sales staff can pro-
ject merchandising campaigns for

{Continued on page 4)

Annual MPAA Meet
Set for March 31

Notices setting the annual meeting
of the Alotion Picture Association of

America for March 31 in New York
have been sent out by Sidney Schrei-

ber, !MPAA secretary*.

At the meeting, the MPAA mem-
bership will elect a board of directors

for the coming year and the new board
in turn will elect officers. It is ex-

pected that all present officers will be

reelected. Other business to be dis-

posed of includes the appoinment of

standing committees for 1952-53.

The XT president has spent a week
here discussing divorcement plans with
20th-Fox president Spyros P. Skouras,
in addition to mapping details of the
operation of the Xew York Roxy
Theatre following divorcement. He
will leave here today for his headquar-
ters in Los Angeles.

National Theatres will acquire the
Roxy and Skouras said he planned to

retain David T. Katz as executive
director.

Skouras said that the divorcement
of the 20th-Fox parent company into

two separate firms—production-distri-

bution and exhibition—will be brought
about on June 28. He added that the
entire program will be outlined at

XT's annual convention in Los An-
geles which begins on ^Monda}-.

The convention program, Skouras
{Continued on page 4)

Columbia Officers

Are Re-elected

Harry Cohn was re-elected presi-

dent of Columbia Pictures Corp. at a

meeting of the board of directors, it

was disclosed here 3-esterday.

Other officers re-elected include

:

Jack Cohn, executive vice-president

;

A. Schneider, vice-president and
{Continued on page 4)

New England Heart
Award to Mullin
Boston, March 18. — The

Variety Club of New Eng-
land's "Great Heart Award"
this year will be presented to
Martin J. Mullin, president of
the Children's Cancer Re-
search Foundation of the
Children's Hospital of Bos-
ton, and president of New
England Theatres. The award
is given each year by the club
to the individual who has
done the greatest amount of
good for the greatest number
of people.
The presentation will be

made by Chief Barker Walter
Brown at a board of directors
meeting of the club on Mon-
day, April 7.

Skouras Can't

Accept Compo
Presidency
Notifies Organization;
O'Donnell Not Available

spyros P. Skouras, president of
20th Century-Fox, has officially

notified the Council of Motion Pic-
ture Organizations that he will be
unable to serve as president.

Skouras was elected to the post
Feb. 21 while he was in Zurich, Swit-
zerland, on a business trip. Since his
return to Xew York he has had under
consideration the advisability of ac-
cepting the post. A final eft'ort to per-
suade him to do so was made bv
COMPO officials late last week. It

was unsuccessful.

Pressure of work in the immediate
future and for the remainder of the
year is the reason for Skouras's belief
that he will not have sufficient time
this year to do justice to the COMPO
position, and which decided him
against taking it. Skouras not only is

taking an active role in the introduc-
tion here of the Swiss large-screen
television system, Eidophor, which he
and his company regard as of major
importance for the near future, but
20th Century-Fox also will be engaged

{Continued on page 4)

Advance State Bill

On Educational TV
Albany, X. Y., ^larch 18.—The

Assembh" passed toda}- and sent to the

Senate a Rules Committee bill creat-

ing a temporary IS-member commis-
sion to stud}' the use of television for

educational and cultural purposes. The
commission would have an appropria-
tion of $25,000.

A "legislative declaration" states

that the Federal Communications
Commission is currently proceeding
with the allocation of channels to be
used exclusively for educational T\~

.

SAG and SIMPP Set

New Labor Contract

Hollywood, Alarch 18.—Screen
Actors Guild and the Society of Inde-

pendent Alotion Picture Producers to-

day announced agreement on terms of

a new collective bargaining contract,

which embodies all of the provisions

in the recently negotiated contract be-

tween SAG and the Association of

]\Iotion Picture Producers.
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MPAA Group Plans

Application of

'Movietime' Abroad

The International Film Relations

Committee of the Motion Picture As
sociation of America j'esterday ex
plored at a meeting here the possibil

ity of using elements of the Council

of Motion Picture Organizations
"Movietime" campaign as a basis for

similar business-building drives in a
number of overseas markets.

At the meeting, Lawrence H. Lip-

skin of Columbia International was
named to succeed Gerald R. Keyser,
ad-publicity head of Warner Interna

tional, as chairman of the committee
for the next one-year term. Lipskin

is in charge of public relations and
assistant to Joseph A. McConville,
president of Columbia International.

A sub-committee will be appointed

shortly to study aspects of the

"Movietime" campaign in relation to

its adaptability in various foreign

countries, and to formulate recom-
mendations for submission to the full

committee.
The committee adopted a resolution

to invite visiting American film ex-

ecutives from abroad to attend subse-

quent meetings to share with the

group first-hand information on public

relations problems in overseas terri-

tories. First guest will be Marc M.
Spiegel, MPAA International Divi-

sion representative in Germany and
France, who will arrive in New York
this week.

Present at the meeting, in addition

to Keyser and Lipskin, were : Dave
Blum and Rosa Lewis, Loew's

;

Linda Salzberger, Paramount ; Her-
bert JafYey, 20th Century-Fox ; Rob-
erta Danieil, Republic; Sam Cohen,
United Artists ; Alfred Corwin and
Walton Thomas of MPAA.

Another Promotion
For 'Beanstalk'
Warner has set a Coast-to-Coast

promotion with the dairy and poultry
industry on "Jack and the Beanstalk,"
designed to reach thousands of whole-
salers, retailers, and directly into the
nation's homes. The tie-up is one of
several kick-of¥ promotions on the
Abbott and Costello Exclusive pro-
duction in SuperCinecolor which
Warner will distribute for the Easter
season.

Tribute to Gross Monday
Buffalo, March 18.—Myron Gross,

who was manager of the Schine book-
ing office here for 10 years and who
recently took over the management of
Co-Operative Theatres of Buffalo, will
be given a testimonial dinner Monday
evening at Tent No. 7, Variety Club
of Buffalo. Gross is a former chief
barker of Tent 7.

New'Nostradamus'Series
A new series of "Nostradamus"

shorts will be produced for 1952-53,
according to Fred Quimby, head of
the M-G-M short subject department.
Carey Wilson, who produced the first

"Nostradamus" subject eight years
ago, will be executive producer.

Personal Mention
AL LICHTMAN, director of sales

for 20th Century-Fox, returned

here yesterday from the Coast.

Maxjrice Silverstein, M-G-M re-

gional director for Latin America,
now in New York, will leave here

Friday for the company's week-long
sales conference in Rome.

•

Sam Eckman^ Jr., managing direc-

tor for Loew's International in Great
Britain, has delayed his departure

from here for England indefinitely due
to an eye infection.

•

GiNO Cervi, Italian actor, will ar-

rive here today aboard the S. S. lie

de France to assist in the promotion

of the Italian-made "Les Miserables."
•

Arthur Canton, Eastern M-G-M
promotion divisional head, will leave

here today for Philadelphia.

GS. EYSSELL, president of
* Rockefeller Center, Inc., and

chairman of the board of directors of

Radio City Music Hall, left here yes-

terday for Europe.
•

SoL A. Schwartz, RKO Theatres
president, will arrive in Los Angeles
today from New York, accompanied
by Matthew Polon, out-of-town film

buyer for the company. Schwartz
will go to San Francisco before re-

turning here over the weekend.
•

Edward L. Hyman, vice-president

of United Paramount Theatres, ac-

companied by his assistant, Bernard
Levy, is visiting theatres of Penn-
Paramount Corp. in Pennsylvania and
will be back here tomorrow.

•

J. Milton Salzbuhg, Cornell Films
president, has left here for the Coast
to attend the Academy Awards cere-

monies.

Six Percentage Suits

Settled Out of Court

Cleveland, March 18.—Upon the

filing of a stipulation "that the defend-

ant, having accounted to the plaintiff

and having paid in full the amoiuit

found to be due," six percentage ac-

tions brought by distributors against

Mrs. Nazera Zegiob, have been settled.

The actions were by Columbia, Uni-
versal, RKO Pictures, 20th Century-
Fox, Paramount and Loew's. They
involved the Dreamland, Elvira and
Pearl theatres in Loraine, Ohio, and
the Liberty in Vermilion.

Jones, Day, Cockley and Reavis, of

Cleveland, represented the distribu-

tors, with Sargoy and Stein, New
York, of counsel.

Mayor Urges DeSica
To Make Film in N.Y.
At welcoming ceremonies yesterday

at City Hall, New York's Mayor
Vincent R. Impellitteri urged visiting

Italian producer-director Vittorio De-
Sica to film a picture in this city. To
do so would be "good for the city, its

business and its people," Impellitteri

told DeSica. Newsreel cameras re-

corded the meeting.

DeSica, in thanking the Mayor for

his remarks, assured Impellitteri that

the latter was warmly regarded by the

people of Italy. The producer was
honor guest last night at a reception

given by the trustees of the Museum
of Modern Art at that institution here.

Canadian Board
Will Be Probed
Ottawa, March 18.—A special

Parliamentary committee of 25 mem-
bers will conduct an investigation of

the Canadian National Film Board,
it was disclosed here by Minister of

Resources Winters. The committee
will have power to summon witnesses.

March is American Red Cross Month. GIVE

Censors to View
'Latuko' Friday

A special screening of "Latuko,"
the African documentary being with-
held from theatrical distribution in

New York State by the Motion Pic-

ture Division of the Board of Educa-
tion, will be viewed here Friday by
members of the special committee ap-
pointed by the board to review the
film.

The screening was scheduled fol-

lowing objections to requested board
revisions regarding the nudity of na-
tives. The American Museum of
Natural History, which is sponsoring
the_ film, has rejected the proposed re-

visions, contending that cuts would
rob the documentary of its authen-
ticity.

A spokesman for the Museum said
it has already forwarded its brief
outlining the Museum's position to the
Albany censor board. The screening
of the film, which also failed to gain
a Production Code seal, will be held
in the Division's offices here

Newsreel
Parade
p RESIDENT TRUMAN'S talk

* bejore school editors, and overseas
news are current newsreel highlights.

Other items include human interest

flashes and sports. Complete contents
follow:
MOiVIETONE NEWS, No. 2*4—Truman

addresses school editors. Cuban president
flees to Mexico. Eisenhower in France.
Sons of Erin hail St. Patrick. Gen. Mar-
shall honored. Pope appeals for Bishops'
fund. Basketball. Golf.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 258-Presi-
dent Truman addresses students. Korea re-
port. India honors Mrs. Roosevelt. St. Pat-
rick's Day Parade. Elephant jam session.
Sports: Basketball. Skating.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 61—Paris
sees Moscow's Olympic stars. President
Truman addresses students. Elephant trio
wows Berlin. Sports exclusive: All-time
Yankees, on £Oth anniversary.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 12A—Korea
air war. British labor split. Detroit XJAW
ousts Reds. Red guards flee to Western
Germany. Washington hunt for uranium.
Sports: Florida stock-car race.

UNIVERSAL NEWSi, No. 5414-President
Truman before school editors. Iwo Jima
anniversary. Jet pilots. "Steel Town" debut.
Critics hail Dali paintings. Sport flashes:
Basketball.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 63—
Korea air war. NATO sea maneuvers. Tri-
este: refugees still a world problem. NATO
pilots get wings. Fashions trace Hawaiian
history. Leopard triplets. Baby hippo takes
first swim. Basketball.

'McCalVs' Features
'Singin' in the Rain'

"McCall's Goes to the Movies,"
that magazine's new front-of-the-book
motion picture feature, gives top bill-

ing in the April issues—on news-
stands today—to M-G-M's "Singin'
in the Rain." The issue also carries
a two-column story, "Mail-Order
Star," which describes the operations
for handling the fan mail of Para-
mount's Alan Ladd.
Remaining columns in the new "Go-

ing to the Movies" feature are devoted
to RKO Radio's Howard Hawks' pro-
duction, "The Big Sky," starring Kirk
Douglass, and 20th Century-Fox's
"With a Song in My Heart," which
stars Susan Hayward.

It is

bemg released elsewhere for theatrical SprvirPd fnv Wiiftt^Tt
distribution by Producers Represen

^^'^^'^^eS TOr tlUttOU
tatives, Inc.

'Son John' Opening
At Capitol April 8
The world premiere of Leo Mc-

Carey's "My Son John," which marks
Helen Hayes' return to the screen
after an absence of 17 years, will' take
place at the Capitol Theatre here on
April 8. Robert Walker and Van
Heflin are co-starred in this Para-
mount picture.

Goldstein on 'Captive'
Jack Goldstein, who is completing

a nationwide tour as special U.A. ex-
ploitation representative on "The Afri-
can Queen," has been engaged to han-
dle publicity and exploitation for the
New England premiere of "The Cap-
tive City," it was announced here by
Francis M. Winikus, United Artists'
national director of advertising-pub-
'icity.

.\lbany, N. Y., March 18.—A re-
quiem mass will be celebrated at St.
Frances De Sales Church, in Troy,
tomorrow, for Frank W. Hutton, 47,
former manager of the State and
Strand theatres in Schenectady. Hut-
ton, sales manager for a local fuel
company, formerly worked in Schen-
ectady for Farash Theatres, then
owned by W. W. Farley (his father-
in-law), and William M. Shirley. The
widow, a brother and a sister survive.

William Healy Dies
William Healy, film industry vet-

eran who was associated with United
Artists' exploitation operations for
some 25 years, died Sunday in this
city. Burial will take place in Phila-
delphia. He is survived by the widow.

Reisinger in New Post
Indianapolis, March 18.—William

Reisinger, a veteran of Loew's, has
been named advertising manager of
Greater Indianapolis Theatres.

Building. William R. Weaver, Editor. Chicago Bureau. 120 South LaSalle Street, Urben Farley. AdverTiirn^ Representative FT fi W7?- tV;^^ ^JlT • P"^^"' Yucca-Vine
North Dark Street. FR-2.2843. Washington, J. A. Otten, National Press Qub. Washington, D C Sot Bureau TSen^^^ EdUonal Representative. 11

Burnup, Editor; cable address, ' X^uigpubco, London." Other Quigley Publications:
^°'<l«» Londot. p. . XT ,j ^ • • ~" "I-- London Wl; Hope Burnup, Manager; Peter

a section of Motion Picture Herald
;

-International Motion Picture" Almanac; "Fame." Ente'J^d asTeLnd"t^^^^ ^ffil?- """t^ m''"^ v*""
^-^^^

the act of March 3, 1879. Subscription rates per year. $6 in the Americas and $12 foreijni: single copies. ICfe
^ ' '

^' ^* N. Y.. under



I'M SO
PROUD
OF MY
STUDIO

!

"The cheers of the Preview

audience at Loew's 72nd Street

Theatre, N. Y. for 'SINGIN' IN
THE RAIN' are still ringing

in my ears."

''Not in all the history of M-G-M
Previews has there been

the equal of it/'

"Many exhibitors who had not

even seen 'SINGIN' IN THE
RAIN' took our word for it and
reserved their precious Easter

holiday time. They will be very

happy showmen to learn that

audiences rate it Tops of All!"

"For the rest of the nation's

exhibitors may I suggest that

when you play this phenomenal
Technicolor entertainment, you
clear your playing time ahead

for a long and profitable run."

"Yes, indeed, I'm mighty proud
of my Studio!"

(Signed)

Congrats to AH!
THE RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL EASTER CHOICE!

*'SINGIN' IN THE RAIN"
Starring

GENE KELLY
DONALD O'CONNOR
DEBBIE REYNOLDS

with JEAN HAGEN • MILLARD MITCHELL
and CYD CHARISSE

Color by TECHNICOLOR
story and Screen Play by BETTY COMDEN and ADOLPH GREEN

Lyrics by ARTHUR FREED • Music by NACIO HERB BROWN
Directed by GENE KELLY and STANLEY DONEN
Produced by ARTHUR FREED • An M-G-M Picture

p. The Good News Studio has just screened the

new Tracy-Hepburn comedy "Pat and Mike"—sen-

sational! The Sneak Preview of "Lovely To Look At"

spectacular Technicolor Musical confirms forecast of

another smasheroo. Already previewed and tabbed

for the BIG MONEY are "Ivanhoe," "Scaramouche,"

"The Merry Widow," "Skirts Ahoy!", "Because You're

Mine," all of them Technicolor. And look for Big

Things from "Carbine Williams."

my pav\/ podner
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NT Hopes
{Cont'mu-ed' from page 1)

continued, wall deal with the selection

of a board of directors for the new
theatre company. The board, he added,

will have its headquarters in Los An-
geles.

He described current theatre busi-

ness as "fair." blaming the combina-

tion of the high cost of living, install-

ment buying and TV for the drop in

revenues as compared to last year.

Theatre TV plans of NT, which

will retain about 420 theatres after

divorcement, are being held in abey-

ance pending a ruling by the Federal

Communications Cominission on the

industry's bid for frequencies, Skouras

stated. ' He said he differed with the

views expressed by Leonard H. Gold-

enson, United Paramount Theatres

president, that theatre television is

"only incidental" to the theatre pro-

gram. Goldenson expressed his thea-

tre TV views last week before the

FCC in Washington.

Skouras reaffirmed his view-

point that theatres should band
together and telecast their own
TV entertainment to their large

screens. Such entertainment,

in addition to the sponsoring of

fights, wrestling matches and
other events, would be a boon
to theatres, Skouras added. A
necessary ingredient of such

TV programming would be

color as exemplified in the 20th-

Fox Swiss CBS Eidophor sys-

tem, he declared.

Asked if NT would join the Coun-

cil of Motion Picture Organizations,

Skouras said that he had "nothing

against" COMPO, but for economy
reasons felt that NT should not be-

come a dues-paying member of

COMPO. He pointed out that he, as

chairman of the board of the Theatre

Owners of America, is active in one

theatre organization which is a mem-
ber of COMPO.

*Red' Probers Hail
{Continued from page 1)

responsible members of major pro-

ducers are sincerely trying to elimi-

nate men and women of subversive

tendencies from the industry."

Wood said that it was "very pleas-

ing" to him that "Hughes has taken

this positive position along with other

producers who have similarly an-

nounced and put in practice these

same sentiments. This position taken

by Mr. Hughes along with other

members of the industry who have

taken similar action should be a

strong incentive to every member of

the producing industry to do likewise,

which would place the entire industry

in a most enviable position with the

American public."

Rep. Donald Jackson, California Re-
publican and one of the House Un-
American Activities Committee mem-
bers most critical of the film industry,

today also hailed the RKO Pictures

suit against Jarrico as "one of the

YOUNG SPARKPLUG AVAILABLE

Se«ks right position for utilization

of abilities and extensive back-
ground in promotion and publicity.

BOX 302

MOTION PICTURE DAILY
1270 Sixth Ave., New York 20, N. Y.

Allied Urges Arbitration

{Continued from page 1)

to the organization a willingness to

meet on the subject. He declined to

identify the "few."

Emphasizing that he was not speak-

ing for himself alone but for the en-

tire Allied membership, Snaper issued

a warning that the industry soon
would witness its greatest flood of

legal actions unless distribution indi-

cates forthwith that it is willing to

"sit down and v^'ork out the problems
common to many exhibitors."

Fearful that distribution sales ex-

ecutives and attorneys might be "ana-
lyzing into oblivion" the proposals

they have received regarding arbitra-

tion from Allied and Theatre Owners
of America, the Allied president said

the setting of a conference date was
infinitely more important than any
pre-conference pondering and discus-

sion about whether rentals or any-
thing else are arbitrable.

He charged increased distrib-

utor discrimination against in-

dependent exhibitors with re-

spect to runs, "special" pictures,
pre-release engagements, bid-
ding and pricing, and at the
same time reminded that the
TOA and Allied arbitration pro-
posals were just that— pro-
posals, and not necessarily the
provisions of any system of
arbitration upon which exhi-
bition and distribution might
agree.

The TOA and Allied proposals
were somewhat parallel, although Al-
led's specified rentals along with other
suggested issues for arbitration, and
TOA's recommended the appointment
by the U. S. Secretary of Commerce
of a national arbitration chief with a
salary of possibly $25,000 per year.

Some distribution executives have
stated they will not agree to arbitra-

tion of rentals, and Allied leaders are

known to have looked askance at an
"expensive" setup such as TOA sug-
gested.

Snaper is of the opinion that dis-

tributors have had suflficient time in

which to study the TOA and Allied

plans preparatory to setting a date

for an arbitration conference. Copies
of both plans were sent to distribu-

tors the latter part of last month.
TOA's encompassed six typewritten
pages, but Allied's, termed an "initial

draft, with further details waiting on
a show of interest by distributors,"

amounted to a 16-page printed mem-
orandum. Exhibitors spent about five

months drafting the proposals. They
have been in distributor hands less

than five weeks.
The Allied president said the or-

ganization's film committee, of which
he is co-ordinator in New York, has
succeeded in getting "satisfaction"

from the film companies "nine times
out of 10" when complaints were dis-

cussed. However, he added, "no one
man or committee can continue to

handle such a great number of com-
plaints." He pointed to arbitration as

the possible solution, but reminded at

the same time that Allied does not
perceive in arbitration "a panacea"
for the film industry's trade prac-
tice ills.

Asserting that sales policies

that permit "special" pictures
to have "pre-pre-release, pre-
release and then general re-
lease" runs tend to leave only
"crumbs" for the subsequent-
run house, Snaper said such
policies must be revised to give
the subsequent a "break."

There are a number of "sound
thinkers" in Allied, Snaper said, who
are pressing for government interfer-

ence in the industry to the extent of
recommending that production and
distribution be converted into a public
utility. Setting up an arbitration sys-
tem, he held, could serve to keep this

viewpoint from capturing the imagi-
nation of a broad body of exhibitors.

"We don't want trouble," he added,
"but the distributors have got to know
we're not kidding."

Columbia Officers
{Continued from page 1)

treasurer ; A. Montague, N. B. Spin-

gold, B. B. Kahane, Lester W.
Roth, Joseph A. McConville and
Louis J. Barbano, vice-presidents

;

Charles Schwartz, secretary, Mor-
timer Wormser and Leo Jaffe, assis-

tant treasurers ; David Fogelson and
Duncan Cassell, assistant secretaries

;

C. B. Wikofif, controller.

healthiest expressions to come out of

any industry in many months."

Jackson said six witnesses before

the Committee had identified Jarrico

as a one-time Party member, and that

Jarrico had a long record of Com-
munist front associations. He con-
gratulated RKO and Howard Hughes
on the initial decision to fire Jarrico

and today's suit to "make the firing

stick."

The action, Jackson predicted,

would have "widespread public ap-
Ijroval through the country and here
in Washington."

Representatives Walter, Velde, Pot-
ter and other members of the Un-
American .Activities Committee were
out of town and could not be reached
for comment.

UA Product
{Continued- from page 1)

almost a year ahead, the two sales

heads disclosed. United Artists'

schedule provides for a program of
36 pictures each year.

The Boston meeting launched a se-

ries of sales get-togethers at United
Artists branches throughout the coun-
try. Attending were Harry Segal,
branch manager ; Ken Robinson, sales
manager; Joe Callahan and Al Fecke,
salesmen. Max Burlone, office mana-
ger

; Sam Levine, booker, and Sidney
Cooper, New Haven branch mana-
ger.

Heineman and Youngstein left for
Buffalo for the second meeting, which
opens tomorrow, continuing a tour
which ultimately will ' cover every
branch in the U. S. and Canada to
provide the entire UA personnel with
a picture of current and future op-
erations.

United Artists Gets Feature
From Gardner and Levey

"The Slasher," with Adam Wil-
liams, Meg Randall and Edward
Binns, has been acquired for distribu-

tion by United Artists.

It was produced by Arthur Gardner
and Jules Levey for Allart Pictures.

5 Reply to Allied
Arbitration Bid
Washington, March 18.—Al-

lied States Association gen-
eral counsel Abram F. Myers
said Allied had received re-

plies from five of 10 distrib-
utors to whom it submitted
its arbitration plan.
Four of the five replies

were formal acknowledgments
and no more, Myers said,

while a fifth expressed inter-
est but made no commitment.
Myers refused to identify any
of the companies an>d also
declined to make any further
comments on Allied president
Wilbur Snaper's New York
press conference on arbitra-
tion held today.

Skouras Can't Accept
{Continued from page 1)

this year in divorcement and reorgan-
ization under the Federal consent de-
cree entered into by the company in
settlement of the government anti-
trust litigation.

Although under the decree, 20th-
Fox has until June of next year in

which to complete divorcement, the
company has set next June 28 as its

target date for the separation of its

production-distribution operations from
theatre operations. A corporate reor-
ganization of the company is a corol-
lary of divorcement and will make ex-
tra demands on Skouras' time. In
addition, the 20th-Fox president is

known to be anxious to visit and in-

spect some of the company's foreign
operations and interests this year,
which have not had his attention for
some time.

In declining the COMPO post for
those and other reasons, Skouras is

said to have expressed a willingness
to accept the COMPO presidency or
other office next year, should his serv-
ices be desired.

It is also learned that Robert
J. O'Donnell, head of COMPO's
tax committee, who had been
suggested as an alternate in the
event Skouras was obliged to
decline the COMPO presidency,
will not be available for the
post. O'Donnell is now on a
European tour.

Arthur L. Mayer, COMPO execu-
tive vice-president, who submitted his

resignation at the February board
meeting ; Robert W. Coyne, COMPO
counsel, and Charles E. McCarthy,
COAiPO information director, now
are canvassing other possibilities for
submission to member organizations.

It is reported without confirmation
that an effort may be made to induce
Ned E. Depinet, RKO Pictures presi-
dent, to resume the COMPO presi-
dency at least for an interim period,
or to get William F. Rodgers, Loew's
vice-president, to take the reins, at
least until the next COMPO board
meeting and an election can be held.

Both men are known to be personally
reluctant to do so.
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TV Devotees Are
Returning to Films
Cincinnati, March 18.—An

unofficial survey of the Cin-
cinnati territory reveals that
television, once a competitive
thorn in the exhibitor's side,

no longer constitutes a major
threat to the treatre. Ex-
hibitors point out that a

great number of former pat-

rons who deserted the screen
when their TV sets first were
installed, again are turning
to the theatre as their source
of entertainemnt, adding that
the higher grosses recorded
recently by local theatres and
those in some nearby situa-

tions, provides additional evi-

dence of the trend.

Says Truman Would
End Media Program

Washixgtox, March 18.—Senator
Mundt (R., S. D.) said today he was
informed that President Truman is

"prepared to recommend" an end of

the information media guaranty in the

foreign aid program.
He bitterly attacked such a decision,

declaring the government actualh'

made a profit on the media program.
Under the guaranty program, the

Economic Cooperation Administration
(now part of the Mutual Security
Agency) has been guarantying film

companies, book and magazine pub-
lishers and other convertibility of cer-

tain amounts of their earnings for

sending their products to Germany
and other European countries.

ilundt said the U. S. Budget Bu-
reau and Mutual Security Agency had
drawn up a list of functions no longer

necessary to the foreign aid program,
and that the information media guar-
anty program was on the list. He
praised the program as "conducting a
very worthwhile service in bringing
American publications, books, and
films to the attention of people in for-

eign countries where there are dollar

shortages," and emphasized that this

had been done "without cost to the
American taxpayer." He pointed out
that a charge of one per cent is made,
and that as a result the operation has
actually built up a $190,000 profit for
the Treasury.

Fox To Return 3
Wisconsin Houses
Milwaukee, March 18.—The Fox

Wisconsin circuit will return the Or-
pheum, Parkway and Madison the-
atres at Madison to the original own-
ers, the Arthur Lervy interests.

Set U. S.-Brazilian Deal
Hollywood, March 18.—What is de-

scribed as the first American-Brazilian
co-production agreement has been
reached by Bernie Luber with Alberto
Audra of Sao Paulo, where Luber will
film a color production with U. S.
stars for Lippert release, based on the
novel, "The Mysterious .Amazonia,"
by Gustao Cruls.

Berk Leaves Parsonnet
Ben Berk, production and studio

manager for Parsonnet Productions
here, has resigned. A successor has
not as yet been named.

Television-Radio
1 Comment and Opinion \

Fred Coe

A T a time when far too little good music is to be heard on tele-

vision. XBC is trying to help fill that gap. Last Saturday's

telecast of the Toscanini concert may have had its technical flaws

—

two strategically located cameras broke down—but it did again de-

monstrate the tremendous effectiveness of TV in bringing outstanding

concerts into the home. Director Kirk Browning, though obviously

handicapped, did a fine job and has a chance to try again next Sa-

turday.

NEC's Sunday afternoon "Recital Hall," a much-acclaimed hit

from the first time it went on the air. is another impressive and
enjoyable musical offering, televised with a minimum of theatricals.

The "Aleet the ^Masters" films introduce viewers to some of the great

artists of the concert world. The Marian Anderson picture was par-

ticularly good. On a lighter scale, XBC's "The Voice of Firestone"

simulcast invariably attains high qualitv-. ABC-T\''5 "Aletropolitan

Opera Auditions of the Air" is another good show.

* l^r

If the Television Playhouse, sponsored on alternate Sunday nights

over XBC-TV by Goodyear and Philco, rates high among the best

and most consistently impressive shows on the air, the credit goes

largely to producer Fred Coe, a young man with an enviable record
in the art of electronic showmanship. He has
been with the Playhouse since it started four years
ago. turning out one full-hour program a week
and defying the law of averages with a steady
string of TV hits. Xow 35. he wrote his first

play at the age of 12 and was producing plays

when only 18.

The Television Playhouse is prepared about
eight weeks ahead and rehearsals for a show take

up about eight days out of a 10-day schedule.

The TV producer must of necessit}' spend more
time digging for material and developing new
writers than his Hollywood counterpart, says Coe.
His program hasn't suff'ered as much from the

rise in costs because "T don't use the star system,"
he observes. He uses two directors, but on

occasions takes over himself. He also has done a film for television

which has not yet been released.

Coe says he recognizes there is a trend towards Hollywood and
the filming of the big shows, but insists that "there will always be
a place for "live" dramatic programs." As for the Playhouse, he says

:

"We don't do many big. spectacular scripts. That, we leave to the
movies. We can do something equally well on 'live' TV." He thinks
television production should be kept simple, adding: "There's too
much money being spent on scenery and costumes."

ir i? i?
After an uneven start, the CBS "Television Workshop" is finally

settling down into the experimental groove for which it is designed.
Like so many other half-hour shows, this one, too, sutt'ers from the
severe time limitations which do not permit real plot development,
^lartin Ritt gave a fine performance Sunday in "The Rocket." Un-
fortunately, the skill of the actors was not matched by the quality

of the script,

ir tr
Quite a few new shows coming up. "Gangbusters" starts on XBC-

TV Thursday. . . . "Foursquare Court" moderately impressive in

its bow over ABC-TV. . . . "Escape With Ale" made a nice im-
pression in the opening show over ABC-Radio. Kathi Xorris is

narrator and hostess. . . . "Police Story" starts over the CBS-T\"
network April 4. . . . "Dagmar's Canteen." XBC-T\"s new variety

show starts March 22.

ir
The trade's still buzzing over the executive realignment at

CBS. Howard S. Meighan, president of CBS-Radio since

July, 1951, and a vice-president of CBS since 1946, rejoins the
corporation's general executive group. He is succeeded as
CBS-Radio president by Adrian Murphy, who continues as

CBS vice-president. ... At NBC, Harry Bannister, general
manager of 'WWJ and WWJ-TV in Detroit, is joining the

network in an executive capacity starting April 14. Bannister
is a veteran of 20 years in the broadcasting business. ... At
ABC, Leonard (Buzz) Blair has been named Eastern program
director of radio. As Eastern production manager for the

network he has been responsible for many outstanding ABC
radio shows.

Fred Hift

'New Heights^

{Continued from page 1)

ABC president Robert E. Kintner said

his company reached its conviction

after careful study of the motion pic-

ture industry.

Kintner, on the stand all day at

the FCC's Paramount hearings, said

that over the last several years there

had been discussions of ABC merging
with CBS and with two film compa-
nies, but that it had finallj- decided,

after lengthy study of the field, to join

up with UPT.
A major reason, he said, was

UPT's good financial position and
earning power. He stressed the dom-
inance of CBS and XBC in the broad-
casting field, and said the present sit-

uation would continue if ABC did not
get additional timds. But if ABC
could get more money, he declared, it

would be able to put on better pro-
grams, invade new markets, and
threaten the dominance of CBS and
XBC.
The other reasons why ABC de-

cided to link up with UPT were these,

Kintner said : UPT's management,
showmanship and skill ; the company's
top-quality personnel ; and its "excel-

lent"' record through its Chicago tele-

vision station \\"BKB in the home
television field and through its part
interest in Xew Orleans standard sta-

tion WSMB.

Dietz Back From
Product Confab

Howard Dietz, vice-president of
Loew's and director of promotion for

M-G-M, returned to Xew York yes-

terday from a month at the compam^s
Culver City studios, where he saw
new product, met with studio heads
on product promotional plans and in-

troduced a new company system for

exploitation to be handled by six di-

visional supervisors. Accompanying
Dietz on the trip was Dan Terrell,

M-G-M exploitation director.

Dietz expressed enthusiasm over
product coming up. He previewed
screenings of "Singin' in the Rain,"
"Tvanhoe," "Scaramouche." "The
Merry ^^"idow," "Because You're
Mine." ''Skirts Ahoy," "Lovely to

Look At." "Pat and Alike," "Car-
bine Williams," "Mr. Congressman"
and "Fearless Pagan," in addition
to other M-G-AI films.

Oust NABUG from
AFL TV, Radio Unit
The Xew York Council of the Xa-

tional Association'of Broadcast Unions
and Guilds has voted unanimously to
oust the Xational Association of
Broadcast Engineers and Technicians
from membership, it was disclosed
here yesterday.

The engineers and technicians asso-
ciation was accused of "raiding"' and
"creating disharmony" by XABET,
an association embracing American
Federation of Labor unions in the TV
and radio field.

Sinatra at Paramount
Frank Sinatra will open on the stage

of the Paramount Theatre here on
March 26, the same time "Meet Danny
Wilson." the latest film he stars in
with Shelley Winters, will open.



The latest poll

arners'Thanks to them all!

By CHESTER B. BAHN
Editor, The Film Daily
For the first time in the his-

tory of The Film Daily's poll

of the nation's film writers and
commentators to establish the
year's premier performances,
four players appearing in the
same picture emerge as win-
ners in major brackets of the
1951 Filmdom's Famous Fives.
The picture is Warners* widely

acclaimed "A Streetcar Named De-
sire," Tennessee Williams* own
adaptation of his Broadway success
which earlier won the Pulitzer Prize
as well as the New York Critics'

Award.
Vivien Leigh's touching portrayal

of the neurotic Blanche DuBois and
Marlon Brando's powerful delinea-
tion of the brutish Stan, her brother-
in-law, take the stellar performance
honors, while those for the best sup-
porting performances go to Kim
Hunter as Stella, Blanche's sister,

and to Karl Maiden as Mitch, Stan's
poker-loving pal with whom Blanche
falls in love.

Voting in the poll were the coun-
try's leading critics and reviewers
who professionally write and com-
ment upon motion pictures for news-
papers, wire services, press syndi-

cates and magazines, together with
radio and television commentators
whose field is the film.

Note: They also voted Elia Kazan
one of the year's Five Top Directors

Reproduce^/from
FILM DAILY March 13

Produced by Charles K. Feldman
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Insider

Outlook
By RED KANN

FT IS inevitable that the majors
would resort to the U. S. Su-

preme Court to find out where they

stand on what is known as the ^lil-

gram case. Briefly, this deals with

the refusal of distributors to sell

the Boulevard Drive-in, near Beth-

lehem, Pa., first-run against conven-

tional key theatres in the Allen-

town-Betlilehem area. On appeal,

the Third Circuit Court of Appeals
upheld the lower Federal court and

Judge William H. Kirkpatrick's

original findings.

Tied to this is the decision in

the Walbrook case in nearby Balti-

more in which Judge John W. Cal-

\in Chestnut, in essence, deter-

mined the distributors could choose
their own customers, a decision

,-ubsequently upheld by the Fourth
Circuit Court of Appeals. To the

layman, it appears clear that, thus,

one Federal court has ruled the dis-

tributors cannot pick their custom-
ers—and, in another, they can with-
out breaking the law. To distribu-

tors' lawyers this also appears
clear, but it will be up to the high
court to weigh these apparently

confficting decisions and determine
the legal score.

But the majors have their mettle

up on another point, and very vital

it is when one realizes that the

hundreds of anti-trust actions cas-

caded on the industry from all

corners of the land, in the main,
have one common root: U.S. versus
Paramount, et al. The majors are

complaining, and bitterly, over
what is discreetly described as the
tendency of the Third Circuit

Court to assume that distributors

prefer to violate the law rather
than observe it regardless of the

case, the issues, the evidence, the
arguments at law, and so on. They
see themselves "at the mercy" of

present and future plaintiffs, no
matter where, and want the Su-
preme Court to remind the Third
Court of Appeals—and, so, others
in the Federal system—that fact,

not history, ought to prevail.

B. & K. Dividend Is
Boosted 25 Cents
Chicago, March 19.— Bala-

ban and Katz Theatres Corp.
has declared a quarterly divi-
dend of $1.75 per share, pay-
able March 27. The payment
represents an increase of 2.5

cents over the regular quar-
terly dividend.

The annual meeting of B. &
K. stockholders is scheduled
to be held here in mid-April.

Says Merger Would
Boost Radio, TV

\\'ashixcton, :March 19.—Ameri-
can Broadcasting Co. president Robert
E. Kintner today called the proposed
merger between his company and
United Paramount Theatres a" "shot
in the arm" for the radio and tele-
vision broadcasting industry.

Kintner told the Federal Communi-
cations Commission's Paramount

{Continued 011 page 5)

$703,616 Rise in
'UW World Gross

Universal's world gross for the first
fiscal quarter of 1952, ended February
2, was $703,616 over the figure for the
corresponding period in 1951.
The company reported yesterday to

(Continued on page 4)

Majors Talk

Arbitration
At a meeting here yesterday attend-

ed by Eric A. Johnston, Alotion Pic-

ture Association of America president,

and members of the MPAA distribu-

tion committee, steps were taken to

pave the way for a meeting with re-

presentatives of Allied States Associ-
ation and the Theatre Owners of

America on the possible establishment
of an industry arbitration system.

The distribution committee, which
consists of sales managers of AIPAA
member companies, named a sub-

committee which will draft distribu-

tion's proposals for an arbitration

system, it was reported.

The sub-committee is understood to

be prepared to include in its proposals

{Continued on page S)

74 NT Delegates

To Attend Meet

Los Angeles, ilarch 19.—Some 74
home office and field representatives

of National Theatres will be given
an outline of the circuit's divorcement
plans and the new company set-up to

follow the fulfilment of the 20th Cen-
tur\'-Fox consent decree, during the
annual NT meeting which will get
under way here on Monday-, running
through Thursday. Charles P. Skouras,
president of NT and of its subsidiary,

{Continued on page 4)

'My Son, John '

(Parauwimt

)

T EO McCAREY, producer, director and author of "IMy Son, John,"^ has succeeded in each category in making distinguished dramatic
entertanniient of his compelling story of the dehumanizing effects of
Communism on a young American intellectual, the product of an aver-
age, small town, middle-class American family.
Much of his achievement can be credited to the superior performances

of his principals, Helen Hayes and Dean Jagger, as the parents, and
the late Robert Walker, as the studious son for whom the parents and
two brothers made sacrifices to provide him with an education. Authen-
tic as are their performances, however, it would have been difficult to

avoid the suggestion of preaching, as it has been successfully avoided
in "My Son, John," had it not been for a script that rings true through-
out and for McCarey's superb direction.

The resultant picture is a stirring and poignant drama of American
family life in a setting identifiable to all audiences. It is an important

contribution, as well, to public understanding of an important problem.

It is likely to make a deep impression on audiences and, in doing so, to win
{Continued on page 4)

Mayer Staying

With COMPO;
Urges Support

Declination by Skouras
A 'Great Disappointment'

Notwithstanding the "great dis-

appointment" in the Council of

Motion Picture Organizations over

Spyros P. Skouras' declination to

serve as its president at this time, the

COAIPO program is "going full

steam ahead," and Arthur L. Mayer
will continue to function as executive

vice-president pending the installation

of new officers.

Mayer set forth this informa-
tion in letters sent yesterday to
all members of COMPO's exe-
cutive board. He included with
the letters copies of a list of
the major items on COMPO's
program, and urged that the
recipients do their "utmost to
bring them to a successful
fruition."

Simultaneous!}', it was widely re-

{Contimied on page 4)

McCarthy Optimistic

On Belgian Decree

Accepting as inevitable a Belgian
remittances restriction decree, John
G. McCarthy, Motion Picture Asso-
ciation of America foreign department
chief, 3'esterday said he believed "it

may not be too big" a restriction, or

at any rate might seem at first glance
to be more severe than it would prove
to be.

He said Fayette ^^^ AUport is con-
tinuing discussions with Belgian gov-
ernment officials in Brussels.

House Passes Mass.
Drive-in Measure
BosTOx, March 19.—A bill prohib-

iting- the granting of licenses for the
construction of drive-in theatres with-
in 2,000 feet of schools, hospitals or
churches, recentl}' approved by the
Joint Legislative Committee on ^ler-
cantile Affairs, was passed by the
State House of Representatives and
sent to the Senate for action.

r THE African QuMPP^
SMASH WEEKS! SIMPLY SEHSATIOm!

State, Cleveland

HUMPHREY K/kTHARINE

BOGART • HEPBURN
Produced by S. P. EAGLE

Directed by JOHN HUSTON
Color by TECHNICOLOR
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AmusementDivision

Company Chairmen

Set for UJA Drive

Compam- chairmen for the amuse-

ment division of the United Jewish

Appeal of 1952 were announced here

yesterday at an organizational meeting

at the Hotel Astor.

They are: Irving Greenfield,

Loew's ; William Brenner and George

Dembow, National Screen Service

;

Arthur Israel, Jr., Paramount; Rob-
ert Weitman, United Paramount The-
atres ; Robert Goldfarb, RKO Pic-

tures ;
Harry Mandel, RKO Theatres

;

Jack Lang and Ulric Bell, 20th-cen-

tury Fox ; Samuel Schneider, War-
ner Brothers

;
Adolph Schimel, Uni-

versal ; Max Youngstein, United Art-

ists ; Max Seligman, Columbia.
Chairmen of other groups are

:

Legitimate theatres, Richard Rodg-
ers; exhibitors, Sol Strausberg, Man-
nie Frisch and Fred Schwartz

;
pur-

chasing agents, Charles Moss ; Labo-
ratories, William German

;
exchanges,

Len Gruenberg and Phil Hodes ; music
publishers, Julius Collins

;
publicity,

Youngstein
;
publications, Chick Lewis,

Red Kann, Jack Alicoate and Martin
Quigley.

At a recent pre-organizational meet-
ing, Robert Benjamin was chosen to

lead the 1952 UJA campaign. Co-
chairmen of the campaign are Barney
Balaban, Jack Cohn, Ned Depinet, Si

Fabian, Arthur Krim, Sam Rosen,
Abe Schneider, Fred Schwartz and
Sypros Skouras.

Others at yesterday's meeting were

:

Benjamin Abner, Fabian, Harry Gold-
berg, Monroe Goodman, Leo Jacobi,
Krim, Nat Lefkowitz, Don Mersereau,
Lou Novins, Harold Rinzler, Sam-
uel Rinzler, Edward RugoiT, Leslie
Schwartz, Morton Sunshine, Mort
Wormser.

Mrs. Manheimer to

Head Women's Tent
Chicago, March 19.—Mrs. Arthur

Manheimer was elected president of
the Women's Variety Club, an organ-
ization of wives of Variety Club of

Illinois members, at a meeting held
here last night.

Other officers elected were : Mrs.
Meyer Gold, vice-president ; Mrs. C.

J. Waters, secretary ; Mrs. Irwin
Joseph, treasurer, and Mrs. Joseph
Berenson, hostess. The group has been
organized to aid the charitable and
social activities of the local Variety
Club.

MOT Film on Russia
March of Time will distribute "If

Russia Strikes," produced by MOT,
starting in May, it was disclosed here

by Phil Williams, theatrical sales

manager of the company. The picture

was made in this country.

Robinson Bout on TV
The Sugar Ray Robinson-Rocky

Graziano middleweight championship
bout in Chicago on April 16 will be
broadcast exclusively over the CBS-
TV and radio networks under the

sponsorship of Pabst, it was disclosed

here.

Personal Mention
SPYROS P. SKOURAS, 20th Cen-

tury-Fox president, plans to leave

here for the Coast next week for

studio conferences.
•

Victor Ghidalia of Warner Broth-
ers home office pressbook department,
will be married to Roberta Epstein
on March 30.

•

Gael Sullivan, Theatre Owners of

America executive director, was con-
fined to his home yesterday with a

cold.
•

James V. O'Gara, Republic dis-

trict manager, is in St. John on the

first stopover of a tour of Canadian
branches.

•

Philip Gerard, Universal assistant

publicity manager, was in Washington
yesterday from New York.

•

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, president

of Technicolor, will arrive here to-

morrow from the Coast.
•

Leon Gordon, M-G-M producer,
will leave Hollywood tomorrow for

London.

BARNEY BALABAN, Paramount
Pictures president, and Paul

Raibourn, vice-president, left here
yesterday for the Coast.

•

James R. Grainger, Republic ex-
ecutive vice-president in charge of

sales and distribution, will leave here
for Washington today and will be
back in New York on Monday.

•

David T. Katz, executive director

of the Roxy Theatre here, will leave
tomorrow for Los Angeles where he
will attend the annual National The-
atres convention.

•
Vittorio DeSica, Italian producer-

director, will leave here today for

Chicago. He will be in Hollywood
on Monday.

9

Herman M. Levy, general counsel
of Theatre Owners of America, was
in New York yesterday from New
Haven.

•

Charles Schlaifer will leave

French Hospital here tomorrow to

convalesce from his recent illness at

his home.

M-G-M Delegation
To Rome Tomorrow
Arriving in New York today, en

route to Rome for M-G-M's "Quo
Vadis" sales conference, are the fol-

lowing company territorial managers

:

Julian Berman, Cuba
;

Josef Blair,

Puerto Rico
;
Myron Karlin, Vene-

zuela ; Carlos Niebla, Mexico ; W.
Lewis Simpson, Panama ; Alberto
Walker, Colombia.

All will leave for Rome tomorrow
by KIM Airways, accompanying the

home office delegation, which will be
headed by Arthur M. Loew, president
of Loew's International Corp., and
Morton A. Spring, vice-president.

MPAA Hosts DeSica
At Reception in N, Y.
With John G. McCarthy, Motion

Picture Association of America inter-

national division head, acting as host,

Vittorio DeSica, Italian producer-di-
rector, was honored at an MPAA re-

ception at the Hampshire House here
last evening.

Scores of executives of the MPAA
member-companies as well as foreign

film distributors attended.

Clarence Hill's Sister
Funeral services will be held today

at West Point Pleasant, N. J., for

Mrs. Julius Heinbokel, 49, sister of

Clarence A. Hill, branch operations

manager of 20th Century-Fox. Mrs.
Heinbokel, who is survived also by
the widower and a daughter, died sud-

denly on Monday at her home.

SAG Cancels Contract
Hollywood, March 19. — Screen

Actors Guild today announced can-
cellation of its contract with Jack
.Schwarz Productions, Inc., effective

May 18, on grounds of non-payment
of $3,500 to actors in "Son of Stam-
pede."

$300,000 for Films
In Yugoslav Program
Washington, March 19.—The Mu-

tual Security Agency has announced
that Yugoslavia has signed an agree-
ment to come under the Agency's in-

formation media guaranty program,
and that $300,000 had been earmarked
for convertibility of earnings on films

distributed in that country.
The film guaranty contracts must be

signed by June 30, the Agency stipu-

lated. Motion Picture Association
president Eric A. Johnston promptly
announced that he had been in contact
with the Yugoslav Embassy and that

Yugoslav officials will arrive here
within the next two to three weeks
to work out specific details.

Committee to Probe
Jarrico Dispute
Hollywood, March 19.—A six-man

conciliation committee, composed of

three members each from the Screen

Writers Guild and the Association of

Motion Picture Producers, will under-

take to determine next week whether
RKO Pictures acted in accordance

with the basic contract agreement be-

tween the producers and the Guild in

removing Paul Jarrico's name from
the screen play credit for "The Las
Vegas Story."

RKO, in filing suit Monday against

Jarrico's claims with regard to his

contract, said they had not used any

of his contribution to the film.

No Ontario 'X' Film Yet
Toronto, March 19.—The Ontario

Board of Censors has announced that

the proposed "Classification 'X' " for

adults-only films has not yet been put

into effect. "Rasho-mon," the RKO
Radio Japanese picture, now playing

the Towne Cinema, had been adver-

tised as an "X" feature but the board
said it was "a mistake."

iwB Brief
Albany, N. Y., March 19.—The

Stage and Screen Foreign Press Club,

Inc. has registered for a certificate

under the membership corporation

law, to "bring together the corre-

spondents of foreign publications and
radio-television stations and to pro-

mote the exchange of cultural values

between its international membership
and the creative forces representing

those fields in the United States."

The club also proposes to establish

a uniform procedure of customs and
exchanges within the profession, for-

mulate a higher standard of ethics for

members, and provide for settlement

and arbitration of differences among
members.

•

David Savage, manager of the

WCBS-TV film department here, has
been put in charge of feature film

buying for all departments of the
television division, it was announced
by Merle S. Jones, CBS-TV vice-

president in charge of stations and
general services. Savage will purchase
feature films for CBS television-owned

stations and all stations represented

by CBS-TV spot sales.

Name Tax Agent As

'U' Guest in 1947

Washington, March 19.—Charles
D. Prutzman, former vice-president

and general counsel of Universal Pic-

tures, admitted to a House Ways and
Means investigating subcommittee that

his company had paid hotel and plane
travel expenses for a Bureau of In-

ternal Revenue agent investigating the

company's claim for a $20,000,000 ex-

cess profits tax refund.

The subcommittee first heard spe-

cial Treasury Intelligence Agent Ro-
sario Giunta tell how Bureau agent
Adrian Ash had been assigned by the

Treasury to investigate the company's
claim, and had his hotel bill at the

Beverly Wilshire Hotel in Los An-
geles paid by Prutzman. Ash's wife

and child also traveled to Los Angeles
by plane to join Ash, Giunta said, and
their expenses also were paid, by Uni-
versal.

Later Ash recommended that Uni-
versal get almost the full EPT credit

it claimed, Giunta said. But this re-

commendation was reviewed by higher
Bureau officials, he added, and ap-

proximately 75 per cent of the added
credit disallowed.

Later, Prutzman himself took the

stand and admitted paying Ash's hotel

bill and the plane travel expenses.

Rep. Kean (R., N. J.) bitterly criti-

cized Prutzman, declaring that "busi-

nessmen who attempt to corrupt by
travel pay, entertaining or by any
other means the comparatively low
paid agents of the Bureau are entering

into just as reprehensible conduct and
perhaps more reprehensible conduct
than does the agent himself who ac-

cepts the favors. I don't know if there

is any law by which you or other offi-

cials of Universal Pictures responsible

for this attempted influence can be

put in jail, but I wish there were."
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NT Meet
{Contimi-ed from page 1)

Fox West Coast Theatres, will pre-

side at the meeting.

John B. Bertero, chief counsel, will

present a legal run-down on the vari-

ous aspects covering the divorcement
order which the company plans to put
into effect by July, 1952.

Division presidents, district mana-
gers, film buyers, bookers, advertis-
ing-publicity, real estate, merchandis-
ing, and purchasing heads will be in

attendance from Fox West Coast
Theatres, Fox Intermountain, Fox
Alidwest, Fox Michigan, Evergreen
and Fox Philadelphia.
Among division heads set to attend

are Elmer Rhoden, Kansas City

;

Frank H. Ricketson, Jr., Denver

;

Frank L. Newman, Sr., Seattle ; Har-
old J. Fitzgerald, Milwaukee; Har-
old Seidenberg, Philadelphia ; and
David Idzal, Detroit.

Executives from Los Angeles will

include H. C. Cox, NT treasurer

;

George Bowser, FWC general mana-
ger, and Dick Dickson, Southern Cali-
fornia division manager. From San
Francisco will come M. Spencer Leve,
FWC's Northern California division

manager.
Another topic on the agenda will

be a discussion on the new Swiss
Eidophor television system.

*U's' World Gross
(Continued from page 1)

the Security and Exchange Commis-
sion that the gross for the 13 weeks
ended February 2 was $13,426,766.
This compares with $12,723,150 for
the 13 weeks in the year previous.

Top Air Froman Tribute
A tape recording from the USO-

Camp Show Waldorf Astoria Hotel
tribute on Monday to Jane Froman
will be broadcast later in the week
over the NBC Tex and Jinx program.
Miss Froman's story has been dra-
matized in the new 20th Century-Fox
production, "With A Song in My
Heart."

Honor Anna Neagle
J^oxDox, Alarch 19.—Anna Neagle

today received the Order of the Brit-
ish Empire from the Duke of Glou-
cester for her service to the British

film industry.

'My Son^ John
{Continued from page 1)

for the picture a vast amount of favorable and interested discussion. More-
over, it commends itself to the interest and attention of civic and patriotic

organizations, to public officials from the local to the national level, and to

newspaper and magazine editorial writers. With their support and its own
considerable catalogue of merits, its experience at the box office should be
rewarding to exhibitors and audiences alike.

Adding to the dramatic impact of Walker's involvement in Communism,
is not only the fact that he is the favorite son of a God-fearing, patriotic

American family, but also that he is in government service in Washington
and his participation in the Communist conspiracy is treasonous. The par-

ticular sincerity of the depiction of maternal devotion to the son, which the

great talent of Miss Hayes provides, accentuates the basic tragedy of the

story. Further emphasis is provided by Jagger's identification with the local

American Legion post and his devotion to American ideals, carried into his

profession, that of an elementary school teacher. In addition, the other two
sons of the family are Marines who, at the time of the action, are about to

leave for Korea.

ON a visit to his home Walker's behavior first breeds doubt, then suspicion

in the minds of his parents. Suspicion crystallizes when Van Heflin,

as an F.B.I, agent, makes use of an accident to visit the home and seek in-

formation concerning Walker. Miss Hayes seeks the truth from her son by
recourse to every appeal to honor, decency and devotion of which a mother
is capable, but Walker meets her with lies and evasion. Jagger, openly
believing the son is either a Communist or a sympathizer, endeavors to reason
with him, but is provoked into striking Walker.

A series of ensuing events leaves the mother in possession of evidence
linking the son with a woman arrested as a Communist spy. Confronted with
the evidence. Walker at first seeks escape by lying, then, abandoning all

pretext of decency, he first endeavors to recover the evidence from his mother
by force and, finally, threatens to discredit her testimony against him by
accusing her of mental incompetence.

Returning to Washington, Walker is about to flee the country when con-
science overtakes him. In his office he makes a recording of an address to

the graduating class of his alma mater in which he confesses to being a
Communist and traitor, and relates the process of his delusion and downfall
through associations formed in his college days. About to surrender to ihe
F.B.I., Walker is shot to death by Party executioners.

The outstanding performances of the principals make living people of each
character. Miss Hayes' work, in her first screen appearance in 17 years, is

especially noteworthy. She appears without make-up throughout the picture.

The burden of the story's emotional impact rests upon her, and a nrmer
foundation for a dramatic dependency would be difficult to name. Still, Jag-
ger and Walker are not far removed from Miss Hayes in the excellence of

their performances. The support of Heflin; Minor Watson, as the family
doctor; Frank McHugh, as a village priest; Tod Karns, as an F.B.I, man,
and Richard Jaeckel and James Young, as the sons in service, is substantial

and in keeping with the high level of authenticity achieved throughout.

The adaptation of McCarey's story is by John Lee Mahin. Miles Connolly
and McCarey did the screenplay.

"My Son, John," is an important contribution to the screen drama of our
day. It has significance beyond its dramatic stature. By the very nature of

its subject matter, that is inescapable. But its message is subservient at all

times to an order of theatre that makes its people and its story come alive.

Paramount is deserving of credit for making possible a picture that speaks so

well of matters about which the screen cannot afiford to be quiet.

Running time, 122 minutes. General audience classification. For April
release. ' Sherwin Kane

GIVE to the American Red Cress. March is American Red Gross Month. GIVE.

Mayer Staying
{Continued fromi page I)

ported in the trade yesterday that ef-

lorts are being made or will be made
to persuade Mayer to take the presi-

dency of COMPO, if only for an in-

terim period, following which, with
the present business pressure on Skou-
ras eased, the latter might be in a
position to take over the reins.

Mayer had declined another term
as executive vice-president at the

February 20-21 COMPO board meet-
ing here, but agreed to continue in of-

fice for a few weeks in the belief that

it would take only that long for new
administrators to take over. Mean-
while, he booked passage for a plane
trip to Europe. He said yesterday
that he now has indefinitely postponed
the trip, but hoped it would be pos-
sible for him to depart by May.

Prompted by Press Reports

The letters to the executive board
members were prompted by trade

press reports that Skouras, president

of 20th Century-Fox, had officially

notified COMPO that he would be
unable to serve as COMPO's chief

executive.
,
Skouras was elected to the

post at the board meeting, but his be-

ing in Zurich, Switzerland, at the

time resulted in delay in determining
whether or not he would accept. Since
his return to the U. S. about two
weeks ago, Skouras withheld his de-

cision on whether to accept the post
and was approached meanwhile by
Mayer and other COMPO executives
who endeavored to persuade him to

accept. His decision on Tuesday to

decline arose from pressure of com-
pany business and his belief that he
would not have sufficient time this

year to do justice to the COMPO
position.

Intended to "clear up any
misunderstanding" the Mayer
letter assured COMPO board
members that "there has been
no let-up in COMPO's activ-
ities and that we are going full

steam ahead on the COMPO
program, as approved at the
executive board meeting . . .

notwithstanding our great dis-
appointment over Mr. Skouras'
reluctance to accept the post of
president.

"I shall not discuss the subject of
COMPO's officers at this time,"
Mayer wrote, "because before you get
this letter it is quite possible that you
will have received word clarifying the
situation from Jack Alicoate, chair-
man of the nominating committee. I

want to make it clear, however, that
pending the installation of officers, I

am continuing on the job." He added
that he, Robert W. Coyne, COMPO
special counsel, and Charles E. Mc-
Carthy, information director, "are go-
ing ahead with our daily work and
are giving all our energies to carrying
out the COMPO program discussed
at our board meeting."
He emphasized the importance of

the program enclosed with the letter,

and added that "while everything pos-
sible for the execution of this program
will be done both by your COMPO
staff and the very capable commit-
tees to which the various projects
have been allotted, it will not succeed
unless it has the enthusiastic and vig-
orous support of all of us. I urge
you, therefore, to look on these proj-
ects as your own tasks and to do your
utrnost to bring them to a successful
fruition."
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Would Boost Radio^ TV
{Continued from page 1)

Sees Radio, TV Stars
In Non-Para. Houses
Washington, March 19.

—

Don't be surprised if you see

radio and television stars

under contract to the pro-

posed United Paramount
Theatres-American Broad-
casting Co. making appear-
ances in non-Paramount thea-
tres. Robert E. Kintner, ABC
president and proposed vice-

president of the merged com-
pany, told the Federal Com-
munications Commission that
he would be "most happy to
put our talent not only in
Paramount theatres but also
in competing theatres."

Arbitration
(Continued from page 1)

a number of recommendations includ-

ed in both the TOA and Allied plans

which were submitted to the compa-
nies for study less than four weeks
ago.

Early Next Month
Assuming that the sub-committee

will require at least one or two weeks
to come up with distribution's blue-

print for arbitration, it is expected
that the setting of a date for an all-

industry arbitration conference will

not come about until at least early

next month.
Johnston is scheduled to confer here

today with John G. McCarthy,
MPAA foreign department chief, and
distribution foreign managers on a

number of foreign developments.

hearing, now in its ninth week, that

if the merger went through the new
company, with its added capital and
resources, would stimulate competi-

tion in the broadcasting industry. "If

the increased competition factor is let

loose through this merger," he stated,

"CBS, NBC and the DuMont net-

works will increase their efforts to

attract the public in programming, and
you will get an industry that will

serve the public better."

Following Kintner to the witness

stand today were Leonard Goldenson,
UPT president and proposed president

of the merged company, and Robert
O'Brien, UPT vice-president and pro-

posed executive vice-president of ABC
under the merger plan. Tomorrow's
witnesses are expected to be Edward
J. Noble, chairman of the board of

ABC and proposed chairman of the

finance committee of the merged com-
pany, and Robert H. Hincklej', ABC
vice-president.

Although there will be a "sizeable

increase" in the use of films on tele-

vision, Kintner told hearing examiner
Leo Resnick, there will be a "drastic

decrease" in the use on television sta-

tions of films made for theatre exhi-
bition. Such films would eventually

be "practically non-existent" on tele-

vision, he declared, as soon as tele-

vision stations find some other way
"of filling the time."

Half of ABC's programs would be
on film, he said, "maybe" in 1952 and
"certainly" in 1953. Most all of the

film, however, would be specially pro-
duced for television, he declared.

Kintner put into the record infor-

mation showing that ABC's five

owned television stations use film

from 31 to 54 per cent of their playing
time. In this time bracket, he pointed
out, the use of film made for motion
picture exhibition ranges from 23 per
cent to 71 per cent of the total time
alloted to films. Use of films specially

made for television takes up from 17
per cent to 38 per cent of the time
given to films, and the use of kine-

scoped films from less than 3 per cent

to 46 per cent. Highest use of kine-

scoped films, he said, is on KECA
and KGL, ABC's stations on the West
Coast, where cable facilities are not
completely available.

Other points in Kintner's testi-

mony :

Although he had heard it said that

UPT had entered into the merger to

"try and retard television," the state-

ment was "absurd." UPT's heads
were "good businessmen," he said,

who realized that such a policy "was
not good business." In addition, he
declared, if UPT tried to do so, "it

would onh' bankrupt its own company,
and other companies would come for-

ward to take the business away from
anybod)- who does not use his best

efforts to build up good programs ;"

The merger would accomplish what
the FCC tried to do in the sale of

the Blue network—currently ABC

—

he said, it would give ABC added
working capital and added earning

power so it can take "program risks,"

develop new types of programs and
complete with CBS and NBC;

There is no competition between
films for theatres and films for the

Would Make Films
For Home Video
Washington, March 19.

—

Robert E. Kintner, president
of the American Broadcasting
Co. and slated to be vice-pres-
ident of the merged ABC-Uni-
ted Paramount Theatre firm,

said today that the merged
company planned to produce
pictures for home television
sets. The company has no
plans, however, for producing
films for either theatres or
pay-as-you-see television, he
said.

home television market, since motion
picture industry features are "not
adaptable" for home TV use and he
didn't believe TV stations would "give
clearance to features of that length;"
The merged company has no plans

for theatre television at the present
time.

Testifying on policy and organiza-
tion of the merged companj', Golden-
son declared UPT local heads would
decide themselves whether or not they
wished to use a theatre telecast. He
repeated his earlier testimony to the

effect that he could see "not more
than six events a year" with box office

possibilities for theatre television.

By agreement among the attorneys

in the case no ABC witness has been
cross-questioned by FCC or other
counsel to date, which accounts for

the rapidity with which ABC spokes-
men have been taking their turn on
the stand. All ABC witnesses will

be recalled to the stand for cross-

questioning, starting Alonday.

JUDY HOLLIDAY in

THE MARRYING KIND

Introducing ALDO RAY

Produced by Bert Granet

Directed by George Cukor

A COLUMBIA PICTURE

millions of teens will mark this movie a "must"... because they "saw it in SEVENTEEN"

EXHIBITORS! Tie in with SEVENTEEN's

award to "The Marrying Kind". For

free promotion aids, write to SEVENTEEN,

Prom. Sales Dept.. 488 Madison Ave.,

New York 22. N. Y.

seventeen t
e entertainment magazine
young women in their teens
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Industry's Ad
Plans Stalled

At Meet Here
Disagreement May Cause
Delay of a Month

Disagreement among members of

the Motion Picture Association of

America's A d v e r t i s i n g- Publicity

Directors Committee on one or

more facets of the projected second

industry institutional nationwide

newspaper advertising campaign is

likely to delay appearance of the lay-

outs by a montli or more, it appeared

yesterday.

The MPAA committee, which
is headed by Charles Simonelli

of Universal, discussed the

project at length yesterday but

failed to get it "off the ground."

Disagreement was said to cen-

ter around the format of the
advertisements and on which of

the major companies should
inaugurate the program.

Earlier this month, following a

(Continued on paiic 9)

See 3 More Weeks
Of Para. Hearings

VVashixotox, March 20.—The Fed-

eral Communications Commission's
Paramount hearings will last at least

another three weeks, and perhaps

longer, officials believe.

The hearings, now in their ninth

week, are currently dealing with the

proposed merger between American
Broadcasting and United Paramount
theatres. Starting Monday, in an ef-

fort to expedite matters, they will get

under way at 9 :00 each morning, in-

stead of the usual 10 :00 o'clock. ABC
and UFT witnesses who have testified

so far on the merger are slated to

{Continued on page 9)

Eidophor to Use
Altec Audio Unit

.\hec will assist v\ith tiie initial in-

stallation of 20th Century-Fox's

Swiss CBS color theatre television

system in this country, it was dis-

closed here yesterday.

Altec, which was selected at the

recjuest of Earl I. SiKMiable, 20th-

Fox research director, will provide

the engineers and equipment for the

(Continued on page 9)

AcademyAwards for 1951
BEST PICTURE

"An American in Paris," M-G-M. Produced by Arthur Freed.

BEST PERFORMANCES
Actor—Humphrey Bogart in "The African Queen," Horizon Enter-

prises, Inc., United Artists.
Actress—Vivien Leigh in "A Streetcar Named Desire," Charles K.
Feldman Group Productions, Warner Brothers.

Supporting Actor—Karl Maiden in "A Streetcar Named Desire,"
Charles K. Feldman Group Productions, Warner Brothers.

Supporting Actress—Kim Hunter in "A Streetcar Named Desire,"
Charles K. Feldman Group Productions, Warner Brothers.

BEST DIRECTION
"A Place in the Sun," Paramount, George Stevens.

BEST WRITING
Story—"Seven Days to Noon," Boulting Brothers, Mayer-Kingsley.

Distinguished Films (British). Paul Dehn and James Bernard.
Screenplay—"A Place in the Sun," Paramount Michael Wilson and
Harry Brown.

Story and Screenplay—"An American in Paris," M-G-M. Alan Jay
Lerner.

BEST ART DIRECTION
Black-and-Wkite—"A Streetcar Named Desire," Warner Brothers.
Richard Day.

Co/or—"An American in Paris," M-G-M. Cedric Gibbons and Pres-
ton Ames.

BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY
Black-and-White—"A Place in the Sun," Paramount. William C.

Mellor.
Color—"An American in Paris," M-G-M. Alfred Gilks. Ballet pho-
tographed by John Alton.

BEST COSTUME DESIGNS

Black-and-White—"A Place in the Sun," Paramount. Edith Head.
Color—"An American in Paris," M-G-M. Orry Kelly, Walter
Plunkett and Irene Sharaff.

BEST FILM EDITING

"A Place in the Sun," Paramount. William Hornbeck.

BEST SOUND
"The Great Caruso," M-G-M. Douglas Shearer, sound director.

BEST MUSICAL ACHIEVEMENTS
Scoring of a Musical—"An American in Paris," M-G-M. By Peter
Herman Adler and Johnny Green.

Dramatic or Comedy Film Score—"A Place in the Sun," Paramount.
By Franz Waxman.

Song—"In the Cool Cool Cool of the Evening," from "Here Comes
the Groom," Paramount. Music by Hoagy Carmichael. Lyrics

by Johnny Mercer.
BEST SHORT SUBJECTS

Cartoon—"Two Mouseketeers," M-G-M. Fred Quimby, producer.
One-Reel— ' World of Kids," Warner Brothers. Robert Youngson,
producer.

Two-Reel—"Nature's Half Acre," Walt Disney Production, RKO
Pictures.

BEST DOCUMENTARIES
Short Subjects—"Benjy," made by Fred Zinnemann with the co-

operation of Paramount for the Los Angeles Orthopedic Hospital.

Feature—"Kon-Tiki," Artfilm Production, RKO Pictures (Nor-
wegian). Olle Nordemar, producer; film presented by Sol Lesser.

SPECIAL AWARDS
Irving G. Thalberg Memorial Award: To Arthur Freed.

Best Foreign Film: 'Rasho-mon," (Japanese). RKO Pictures.

George Pal for extraordinary special effects in his film, "When
Worlds Collide."

Gene Kelly for his exceptional ability to put choreography on Mm.

Voting Close

For Academy

Awards for '51

Awards for Technical
Achievements Listed

By WILLIAM R. WEAVER
Hollywood, March 20.

—

\\\t\\

the best year's line-up of pictures

and performances in the post-war

era making the election the closest

contest of recent times, the Academy
of ^fotion Picture Arts and Sciences
tonight disclosed professional Holly-

wood's ballotted choices before a dis-

tinguished, capacity audience for its

24th annual awards presentation, at

the Pantages Theatre here.

The Academy Awards winners
are listed in adjoining columns.

In addition. Academy plaques for

achievements having a definite influ-

ence on the industry, in Class Two,
were given to the following

:

Gordon Jennings, S. L. Stancliff^e

and Paramount's special engineering
{Continued on page 9)

50% of UA Films
To Be in Color

Buffalo, March 20.—Fifty per cent

of all United Artists releases for 1952
and 1953 will be in color, it was dis-

closed here today at the second of a
series of regional sales meetings be-
ing conducted by UA vice-presidents

William J. Heineman and !Max E.
Youngstein.
The UA vice-presidents, accompa-

nied by Eastern-Canadian sales man-
ager Nat Xathanson and Mideastern
district manager Moe Dudelson,
wound up their Buffalo meeting late

(Continued on page 9)

U. K. Quota Charges

Vs. Loew's Weighed

London, March 20.—The question

of prosecution of M-G-AI's Leicester
Square Empire Theatre here for de-
faulting British film quota require-

ments is under consideration, Peter
Thorneycroft, president of the Board
of Trade, stated in reply to question-
ing in Commons today.

Thorneycroft previously had ad-
mitted that the Empire played only
one British film last year and had not
been granted an exemption from com-

(Continncd on page 9)
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'Movietime, U.S.A.'

Star Tours Are

Hailed in Oklahoma

Oklahoma City, March 20.—The
Council of Motion Picture Organiza-
tions declaration in New York yester-

day that the industry agency's pro-

gram was "going full steam ahead"
was testified to today in this territory

where the "Movietime" tour of nine

Holh-\vood personalities has received

a public reception surpassing in enthu-

siasm even the wild acclaim given the

first "Movietime" troupe here last

October.
The present troupe, which is split

into groups of three, covered 42 towns
in this exchange territory in the first

two days of its tour. The units, made
up of scenarist Harold Shumate and
actors William Lundigan, Chill Wills,

Paula Ravmond, Irene Martin, Laura
Elliott, Virginia Hall, Tim Holt and

Regis Toomey, were met at each town
by a band and escorted by "Round Up
Clubs" to Red Cross luncheons and
other civic gatherings.

J. C. Hunter of Tulsa, co-chairman

of the Oklahoma Movietime Commit-
tee, reported today that in Hugo,
Okla., last night a joint meeting of

Lions and Kiwanis featured an "open

forum meeting in which our Holly-

wood personalities came up with all

the answers and there were some
tough questions — for a terrifically

favorable reception."

Hunter praised the troupe's routine,

written by Shumate. Marine Sgt. Ro-
bert Culler is acting as master-of-

ceremonies for one of the units, which
headed a circus parade. Hunter said

the units are improving with each ap-

pearance and are giving complete co-

operation in carrying out the "Movie-
time" committee's plans.

Wagner Heads Film
Council of America
Chicago, March 20.—Dr. Paul A.

Wagner, former president of Rollins

College, has been named .executive

director of the Film Council of Amer-
ica. The organization, with head-

quarters at 57 East Jackson Boule-

\ard here, is the coordinating unit for

more than 100 councils throughout
the country. Also affiliated with the

council are 25 national organizations,

such as the American Legion, Ameri-
can Medical Association, CIO and
National Association of Manufactur-
ers, with a total membership of

17.000,000.

The organization's avowed purpose
is to promote the showing of better

movies in theatres, and schools, as

well as in clubs and before other cul-

tural groups.

John D. Swain, 82, Dies
liosTOX, March 20.—John 1). Swain,

82, novelist, playwright and motion
picture script writer, died at his home
in Whitman, Mass. last night. Many
of his stories and novels, including

"The Last Man on Earth," "White
and Unmarried'' and "It's Great to Be
Alive," were made into films. The wi-
dow, Edith, survives. Services will be
held at the Anderton Funeral Home
in W'hitman tomorrow.

Personal Mention
DR. RENATO GUALINO, gen-

eral director of Italian Films
Export, will hold a trade press con-

ference here on Monday. He is sched-

uled to leave for Rome at the end of

next week, concluding a four weeks
visit.

•

Lt. Eric Hoeg, grandson of Warner
Brothers short subjects department
chief Gordon Hollingshead, has been

recommended for the Silver Star

medal for heroism in action in Korea.
He has just returned here from Korea.

•

Edward Carrol, Boston exhibitor

and amusement park operator, was
elected national president of the

Amusement Parks and Beaches Asso-
ciation of America.

•

Fred C. Schanberger, Jr., co-

owner of Keith's Theatre, Baltimore,

is ill in Florida, where he had gone
on vacation.

•

Enrique Baez, United Artists gen-

eral manager in Brazil, is in New
York for a vacation.

•

Allen Rivkin, M-G-M writer, will

return to the Coast today after a 10-

day visit here.
•

Katharine Hepburn will sail from
here today for Europe on the 6". S.

America.

ROBERT M. WEITMAN, United
Paramount Theatres vice-presi

dent, left here yesterday for Wash
ington to attend the UPT-ABC Fed-
eral Communications Commission
hearings in progress there.

•

Edward C. Dowden, Loew's The-
atres assistant publicity director, on
Wednesday addressed a meeting of the

supervisors of the Sisters and Broth
ers who teach in the Catholic schools

of Brooklyn and Long Island on the

religious aspects of "Quo Vadis" and
"My Son, John."

•

Nat Levy, RKO Pictures Eastern
division sales manager, and Sidney
Kramer, short subjects sales manager
will be in Cincinnati from New York
Monday on the first stop of a tour of

exchanges.
•

Myron Saland, son of Nathan
Saland, president of Mercury Film
Laboratory here, will be married Sun
day to Barbara Ellen Cohen.

e

Robert S. Wolff, managing direc

tor of RKO Pictures in Britain, will

sail from here for England tomorrow
on the 5". S. Queen Elisabeth.

9..

George Sidney, M-G-M director

and Mrs. Sidney are due here from
the Coast March 31 for a three-week
vacation.

'Fabiola' in Four
Languages for U. S.

"Fabiola" will be given the unusual
treatment of being dubbed in four lan-

guages—Spanish, French, Italian and
German—for exhibition in selected

theatres throughout the United States,

it was announced by William J. Heine-
man, United Artists distribution vice-

president. The English-language pro-
duction was generally released last

year.

All four versions will be uncut, from
the original, and will play three hours.

The Italian and Spanish versions al-

ready have been completed and the

French and German versions are cur-

rently nearing completion. "Fabiola"
is a Jules Levey presentation.

Coast Services for
Myron H. Lewis

P'uneral services for Myron (Myke)
H. Lewis, industry pioneer and former
Western district manager for Para-
mount, were held earlier this week in

Los Angeles, the company reported
here yesterday. Lewis died last Sat-
urday following a brief illness, at his

home in Carlsbad, Cal. He is sur-

vived by the widow, Enid, two broth-
ers and a sister.

Carroll Found Dead
BosTo.v, March 20.—John B. Car-

roll, an executive of American Thea-
tres Corp. of Boston was found dead
this morning in his apartment in New-
ton. According to word received at

the home office of American Theatres
he ajjparently died of a heart attack.

Pact Delay Halts

Spanish Filming

By JOSEPH E. BORRELL
Madrid, March 17 (By Airmail).—

Spanish production has virtually stop
ped as a consequence of the delay in

negotiations for a new Spanish-Amer
ican film agreement.
During the second half of last year

the studios worked slowly and now
this slowdown is more acute. On one
occasion there were only two or three
films in production in the whole coun-
try.

Spanish producers still would like

to see the new regulations under which
the government is going to protect
local picture production. There are
many films planned, but no one dares
to begin production without knowing
how the situation will be affected by
the agreement.

Distribution is particularly worried.
There is always the fear that Amer-
ican or specialized firms dealing with
American film distribution will not
want to distribute Spanish pictures,

or that they may do so wrongly. This
puts Spanish production in distress

since exhibitors, with a bitter experi-
ence on Spanish films, are no longer
interested in presenting them.

Morris R. Oletsky
Baltimore, March 20. — Funeral

services were held today for Morris
R. Oletsky who died suddenly Tues-
day after a heart attack. Besides own-
ing the Windsor and Victory theatres
here, he was booker for the North-
wood and several other houses. The
widow and two children survive.

'Herald' Supplement
An Aid to Theatres

Designed as a handy work-
ing tool to help make theatres

better than ever, a spec al

Better Theatres Guide sup-

plement has been published
with the current issue of

Motion Picture Herald, set-

ting forth in digest form ma-
terial of value that has ap-

peared in the past 12 monthly
editions of the Herald's Bet-

ter Theatres section.

Included in the supplement
are the fourth annual Theatre
Sales survey and a catalog-

data section giving specifica-

tions of product in leading
lines of equipment.

AFM Studies Snader

Scoring Proposals

The American Federation of Musi-
cians yesterday took under advise-

ment the proposal to revise its TV
film scoring contract, made by Louis

Snader, head of Snader Telescriptions.

Snader inet here with AFM official

Clar Meeder, but the session was de-

scribed by the TV producer as "in-

conclusive." Snader, who plans to

return to the Coast on Monday, ex-

pressed hope that the AFM would be

able to state its position in about an-

other two weeks.
Under the Snader plan, TV pro-

ducers would be allowed to use 26

minutes of music for a maximum of

three half-hour TV shows, thus cut-

ting present scoring costs one-third.

Another provision would allow pro-

ducers to pay musicians on the basis

of advances on their AFM five per

cent royalties, instead of the present

practice of first paying the salary and
then alloting the royalty payments as

the film is sold.

The formula, according to Snader,
would virtually eliminate the present
practice of "dubbing" foreign music
used by the majority of TV producers
and would have the efifect of increas-

ing revenue and jobs for American
musicians.
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A STANLEY KRAMER COMPANY
production

ANTHONY DEXTER

BRIGAND
An Edward Small Production

Color by j9 H

MAN
DARED FOLLOW HIM!

starring

JON HALL



from F.B.I, files !

Rita Glenn

HAYWORTH • FORD

A Beckworth Production

Adolphe Arthur

MENJOU • FRANZ

A Ooy to live in Violence!

starring

GEORGE MONTGOMERY

A Resolute Picture





JUDY

HOIUDAY

notching her Academy

Aword "Born Ycslerdoy"

pclotmonce!

inlroducmg^ ALDO RAY

STANLEY KRAMER COMPANY

production

From the Book

of the Month sensation !

lju

GEORGE MURPHY

F,om F.B I. files!

Rhonda Sterling

FLEMING- HAYDEN
BosedonFionk Yefby's novel.

In golden

IS'
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Rita Glenn

HAYWORTH • FORD

A Beckv/orth Production

IMMORTAL DUMAS
ADVENTURE! ^3^*

'

^\ ANTHONY DEXTER
•^^^

BRIGAND
An (dwatd Small Production

NO WHITE MAN
DARED FOLLOW HIM!

starring

JON HALL

CHARLES BOYER

LOUIS JOURDAN

rl
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YOUNG 1^^*^

SMITH • KNOX
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production
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production
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production
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Ad Plans
(Continued from page 1)

meeting of the MPAA committee, it

was indicated that the $300,000 cam-
paign would get underway next
month, with the Council of Motion
Picture Organizations serving as

sponsor. At that time it was expected
that either 20th Century-Fox or Para-
mount would be the lead-off company.
Whether these two companies are the

principal factors in the disagreement
was a question which members of the

committee refused to answer.
Following yesterday's meeting it

was stated officially that "further dis-

cussions" would be held. A date for

another meeting was not set immedi-
ately, however. Yesterday's meeting
was one of many that the committee
as a whole and a sub-committee have
held during the past two or three

months.
In addition to Simonelli, the follow-

ing attended the latest conference

:

Charles Einfeld, Jerome Pickman,
Sidney Blumenstock, Rodney Bush,
Francis Winikus, Howard LeSieur,
Howard Dietz, Si Seadler. Gil Golden,
Jeff Livingston and Steve Edwards.
Arthur L. Mayer and Charles E. Mc-
Carthy represented COMPO at the
meeting.

See 3 More Weeks
(Continued from page 1)

start returning Monday for cross-ex-
amination by FCC and DuMont at-

torneys.

Today's top witness was Edward J.

Noble, chairman of the ABC board
and slated to be finance committee
chairman in the merged company. He
backed up earlier statements by ABC
president Robert Kintner that the

merger would strengthen competition
in the broadcasting field by permitting

ABC to make a better showing against

NBC and CBS and keeping those net-

works on their toes.

Other witnesses today were ABC
vice-president Robert Hinckley, UPT
comptroller Simon Siegel, and UPT
assistant treasurer James L. Brown.
Tomorrow's witnesses will be Roger
Clipp, chairman of ABC's station ad-

visory committee, and UPT vice-pres-

idents Edward L. Hyman and Robert
Weitman.

Phillips Satisfied with
Legislative Results
Albany, N. Y., March 20.—D. John

Phillips, executive secretary of Metro-
politan Motion Picture Theatres As-
sociation, expressed satisfaction to-

night with the results achieved by his

and other industry units at the 1952

session of the llegislature. Phillips

said, "We are not hurt," pointing to

the defeat of the Condon-Roman
Booth bill and to other measures
which were bottled up in committee.

Lipton to Map Plans
For New Productions
David A. Lipton, Universal Pictures

vice-president in charge of advertis-
ing-publicity, is scheduled to arrive in

New York from Hollywood over the
weekend for conferences with home
office executives on promotion plans
for forthcoming releases.

Lipton will maj) campaigns for "Red
Ball Express," "No Room for the

Groom" and ".Sally and Saint Ann,"
plus long-range plans for "The World
in His Arms."

DeVry, Boomer to

Handle Trade Show

Hollywood, March 20.—W. C. De-
Vry of the DeVry Corp., and Roy
Boomer, secretary of the Theatre
Equipment and Supply Manufacturers'
Association have, respectively, been
named trade show chairman and trade

show and convention coordinator for

the organization.

Additionally, J. R. Hoff, TESMA
president, has named the following
standing committees for 1952

:

Nominating committee—Oscar Neu,
chairman

; L. W. Davee, M. H. Stev-

ens, Fred Matthews, Arsene Pernetti.

Auditing—Bob Engel, chairman ; Hal
Huff, Floyd Garver. Membership

—

W. C. Stober, chairman ; P. A. Tem-
pleton, Sam Levinsohn, S. T. Jacob-
sen, R. F. Kneisley, Leonard Satz,

Abram Samuels, George Marchev,
Bob LaVezzi, J. A. Fetherston, Dave
Wolf, Gilbert Heck, J. P. Latil. Press

relations—Jack O'Brien and Clarence

Ashcraft, co-chairmen ; A. A. Ward,
D. E. Hyndman, Howard D. Herbert.

Acceptance—Bill Gedris, chairman ;

Abram Samuels, Bob LaVezzi, Emil
Kern, Edward Wolk, Ben Hopkins.

Federal legislation committee—Fred
Matthews, chairman ; Oscar Neu, Ed
Perry, J. K. Elderkin, J. M. Sims.

New TESMA trademark committee

—

Ben Adler, chairman ; Eddie Altnian,

Eddie Lachman, E. J. Vallen, Harold

Wendt, W. S. Dwinell. Equipment
dealer relations—V. J. Nolan, chair-

man ; W. C. Stober, George Marchev,
B. F. Shearer, Bob Engel, Eddie Love.

Equipment standardization — Larry
Davee, chairman ; A. E. Meyer, Fred
Wenzel, Marty Bennett, Al Boudouris,

Wallace Agey, Bill Prewitt, Harry
Strong.

Eidophor to Use
(Continued from page 1)

audio sound portion of the installa-

tion.

New Altec Lansing amplifiers and
"Voice of the Theatre" horn equip-

ment currently are now being installed

in the 20th-Fox home office preview
room for the projected Eidophor
demonstration, expected to be given

in about three weeks. The Altec

equipment is being installed under the

supervision of E. S. Seeley and F. J.

Pfeiff of the Altec engineering depart-

ment.

I of UA Films
(Continued from page 1)

today and prepared to leave for their

next session, in Toronto.
Attending the Buffalo meeting were

branch manager David Leff, salesmen
William Lissner and S. Ginsler, office

manager Conrad Grucza, booker
James Ryan and the entire Buffalo
exchange personnel.

The Heineman-Youngstein tour ul-

timately will cover every UA branch
in the U. S. and Canada.

Turnbull on Coast
Hollywood, March, 20. — Ernest

Turnbull managing director of Hoyts
Theatres, Australian subsidiary of

20th Century-Fox, is due to arrive
here from Sydney, to confer with
Charles P. Skouras, president of Na-
tional Theatres, and to attend the an-
nual division and district conference
of National, which will open Monday.
He will also visit various studios to

view forthcoming product.

GIVE to the American Red Cross.

'Oscar ^ Vote
(Continued from page 1)

and photographic departments, for de-

sign, construction, and application of

the Servo-operated recording and re-

peating device

;

Olin L. Dupy, M-G-M, for design,

construction and application of mo-
tion-reproducing system;

RCA, Victor division, for pioneer-

ing direct positive recording with an-

ticipatory noise reduction.

Academy certificates for accom-
plishments important to industry, class

three, were given the following

:

Richard M. Haff, Frank P. Herrn-

feld. Garland C. Misener and Ansco
film division. General Aniline and

Film Corp. for development of Ansco
color scene tester

;

Fred Ponedel, Ralph Ayres and

George Brown, Warner Brothers, for

air-driven water motor for use in ma-
rine sequences

;

Glen Robinson of the M-G-M con-

struction department, for development

of music-wire and cable cutter
;

Jack Gaylord and M-G-M construc-

tion department for development of

balsa falling snow

;

Carlos Rivas of M-G-M, for devel-

opment of automatic magnetic film

splicer.

U. K. Quota Charge
(Continued from page 1)

plying with the quota. He indicated

that the question of prosecution of the

Empire now is before the Films Coun-
cil, which is considering all quota de-

faults last year before recommending
prosecutions.

Replying to Socialist questioners,

Thorneycroft said the Odeon and
Gaumont circuits met their last year's

quota but 23 A. B. C. theatres de-

faulted. He admitted that four ex-

hibitor members of the Films Coun-
cil are directors of exhibition com-
panies, some of whose theatres have
not played their full quota. He said

this did not necessarily mean that an
offense had been committed or that

if one had the director was respon-
sible.

Socialist members endeavored to

make capital of the disclosures, one
suggesting it was time for a real

cleanup in the industry.

Seven Monogram
Films in Work
Hollywood, March 20. — Seven

Monogram pictures will be in produc-
tion next month, it was disclosed here.

One of them, "The Rose Bowl Story,"

will be launched next Tuesday.
Others which will be rolling in

April include "Army Bound," which
Ben Schwalb will produce, and Lind-
sley Parsons' "Timber Wolf."

Blum, Goldsmith in

MGM Rome Group
The home office delegation, headed

by Loew's International president Ar-
thur M. Loew, who will leave here
today for Rome by KLM Airways to

attend M-G-M's "Quo Vadis" confer-

ence, in addition to those previously
mentioned, include

:

David Blum, director of advertising-
publicity

; Charles Goldsmith, coordi-
nator of the British Empire

;
Seymour

Mayer, regional director of the Far
East ; Orton H. Hicks, director of the
16mm. department, and William Mel-
niker, head of the theatre department.

Film, Civic Leaders

To Froman Tribute

Leaders in civic and business life,

including Spyros P. Skouras, George
Skouras, Winthrop Rockefeller, James
Farley, Clare Boothe Luce and Og-
den Reid, will join with scores from
the entertainment field to pay tribute

to singer Jane Froman at a testi-

monial luncheon Monday at the Wal-
dorf-Astoria Hotel here. She will be
honored for her "outstanding services

to the Armed Forces" vvith a special

U.S.O. Camp Shows citation.

The presentation will be made by
Brig. Gen. Robert Christenberry,
Chief of U. S. Army Special Services
branch. The citation will be signed
by Abe Lastfogel, board chairman of

U.S.O. Camp Shows; James Sauter,
president, and Laurence Phillips, ex-
ecutive vice-president.

Miss Froman's film biography,
20th Century-Fox's "With A Song
in My Heart," will open at the Roxy
Theatre here on April 4.

The full length official record

of the visit of

QUEEN ELIZABETH
OF ENGLAND // U

and

THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH
to Canada and Washington

All the pomp, glitter and pageantry

of British Royal ceremonial-

no Hollywood production

could approach it!

In magnificent

NEW Eastman Color.

ROYAL
JOURNEY
Presented by the National
Film Board of Canada ^ — —

...FftOAl %IA
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Reviews
"Macao"
(RKO Radio)

A SLICK job of melodrama-making has been turned out in "Macao." The
picture brings together such box-office ingredients as intrigue in an

Oriental setting, robust romance, mystery and fast action. The cast is also

calculated to bring in customers. Robert Mitchum and Jane Russell have
the leads, with William Bendix, Thomas Gomez and Gloria Grahame in

support. In the course of the proceedings Miss Russell cavorts about in

striking form-fitting gowns and also has occasion to deliver several vocal

numbers. There is nothing of great distinction in the screenplay by Bernard
C. Schoenfeld and Stanley Rubin, but it is designed to please the general

film-goer.

In the early phases of the film a steamship heading for the island of Macao
throws three Americans together. They are Mitchum, an adventurous char-
acter running away from trouble back in the States ; Miss Russell, a bufifeted

entertainer looking for a job, and Bendix, a hearty American salesman.

Once on the island a lot of melodramatic things happen. It seems that the

island's skullduggery all stems from Brad Dexter, an underworld czar who
runs a nightclub and is desperately wanted for a number of crimes back in

the U. S. Dexter receives information that a U. S. detective is due on the
island with the assignment of luring him out past the three-mile limit. He
suspects Mitchum to be the detective and thinks that Miss Russell is his girl.

Actually the detective is Bendix, and in a series of maneuvers he uses
Mitchum as a cat's paw to get at Dexter. The result is a string of close

calls and beatings for Mitchum. By the time the story runs its course, Bendix
is killed, and Mitchum is instrumental in capturing Dexter. His reward is

twofold : freedom to return to the U. S. and the hand of Miss Russell.

Alex Gottleib produced and Josef von Sternberg directed in crisp, exciting

fashion.

Running time, 80 minutes. General audience classification. For April

release. Mandel Herbstman

"The Lion and the Horse*'
( Warner Brothers)

AROUSING outdoor drama is built around a man's devotion to a wild
horse in "The Lion and the Horse." The film is the first feature to be

done in color by Warnercolor and the process appears to be on a high stand-

ard of effectiveness. The lion of the title belongs to a rodeo and when the

jungle beast escapes it tangles with the stallion in a climactic scene only to

come out second best. There may be some question as to the likelihood of

a wild stallion vanquishing the king of the jungle, but it makes for some lively

footage.

Steve Cochran has the lead as a wild horse hunter who pursues and finally

captures a wild black stallion leader. He keeps the horse in a hideout that

is finally spotted by rivals. As a result Cochran finds himself in a position

of having to buy back the horse. Not having sufficient funds he sets out to

work for the money. In a series of shady negotiations the horse finally is

sold to a rodeo where it becomes a bucking horse. Cochran tries in vain to

buy the animal to set it free. He then captures it, and takes refuge at a small

ranch run by Harry Antrim and his 9-year-old ward. Sherry Jackson. Coch-
ran trains the animal with fondness, making it highly intelligent and re-

sponsive.

At this point the villainous rodeo operator arrives on the scene and demands
the horse so that he may again exploit it cruelly in his show.

In a series of melodramatic events, the horse tramples its malefactor to

death and thereby becomes an outlaw. However, by killing the escaped lion

the horse regains its freedom from an appreciative marshal.
The conventional screenplay was written by Crane Wilbur and directed

by Louis King, with Bryan Foy in charge of production.

Running time, 83 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

April 19. M. Herbstman

2 More Suits

Filed in Chi.

Chica(;o. March 20.—Attorney

John F. Sullivan filed two anti-trust

suits in Federal District Court here

today on behalf of Louis Spirrison,

one involving the Du Page Theatre,

Lombard, 111., asking $700,000 treble

damages, the other involving the Vil-

lard Theatre, Villa Park, 111., asking

$800,000 treble damages.
Both suits, for the period 1938 to

1948, name the major film companies,
Great States Theatres, Balaban and
Katz Theatres and Warner Brothers
Theatres as defendants, charging that

the Du Page was held back to first

week and the Villard to second week
of general release by a conspiracy
among the defendants. The Du Page
case has been assigned to Judge Wil-
liam Campbell, the Villard to Judge
Michael L. Igoe.

Shreveport Exhibitor Files

$495,000 Anti-Trust Suit

New Orleans, March 20.—Attor-
neys for Don George, Shreveport,
owner of the Don Theatres, has filed

suit in Federal District Court against
1 1 companies claiming damages of

$495,000 for alleged discrimination

against his .Alexandria Theatre.
The complaint alleges that the com-

panies violated the Sherman-Clayton
.\nti-Trust Act.

Defendants named are Paramount,
United Paramount Theatres, Para-

mount Film Distributing Corp., Para-

mount Gulf Theatres, RKO Pictures,

RKO Radio, Warner Brothers Pic-

tures, Warner Brothers Distributing

Corp., United Artists, Columbia Pic-

tures and Columbia of Louisiana.

^Greatest' in 26
More Situations
"The Greatest Show on Karth"

will open this week in 26 additional

situations, bringing to 93 the total

number c)f U. S. pre-release engage-
ments of the picture. Seventeen runs

have already been completed, while 50

playdates are still running.

Midnight Bow for
'Anything/ April 2
".Anything Can Happen" will have

a midnight premiere at the Mayfair
Theatre here on April 2, with Jose
I*"errer, who stars in the film, as honor
guest.

Following its initial showing, the

film will be shown on a continous 24-

hour schedule on the subsequent day.

Regular Mayfair hours will resume on
April 4.

Start Transfilm Series
'i'ransfilm. Inc., is starting ],ro-

fhiction on a series of 13 short sub-

jects featuring readings from poi)ular

literary works, it was announced by

\\'alter I-(nvendahl, executive vice-

Ijresident. Featured in the films will

l)f' Basil Rathbone, Boris Karloff,

Madeline Carrrill, Monty Wixjlly,

Burgess Meredith and Walter Hamp-
den.

Goldwyn, Jr., Film on TV
".Alliance for Peace," the film pro-

duced f(jr SHARK by Lt. Samuel
riokhvyn, Jr., will be telecast over the

CBS-TV network tonight at 10:30.

Mexican Owners Elect
Mexico Crrv, March 20.—Antonio

de G. Osio, local exhibitor, is the new
president of the National Exhibitors

Association. He has headed the as-

sociation several times. Other officers

are Adolfo Lagos, vice-president for

the federal district (Mexico City)
;

Francisco Sumohano, vice-president

for the provinces ; Manuel Espinosa

Iglesias and Manuel Angel Fernandez,

treasurers, and Eduardo Chavez Gar-
cia, secretary.

Mavety Estate, $127,608
Toronto, March 20.— Prominent in

Canadian film circles until his death

in a traffic accident two months ago,

Charles F. Mavety left an estate

valued at $127,608. He was an ex-

hibitor, alsf) operated the Mavety Film
Delivery Service and was secretary of

the Canadian Picture Pioneers at the

time of his death.

Building Code Hearing
_
Albany, N. Y., March 20.—A con-

tinued session of the public hearing
on amendments to the State Building
Code as it relates to theatres and
other places of public assembly will be
held on Monday at the offices of the
Board of Standards and Appeals here.

'Les Miserables' Premiere
The World Theatre here on Mon-

day will have the American premiere
of "Les Miserables," with Gino Cervi,
Valentina Cortesa and John Hinrich.
This is the English-language version
of the film which Riccardo Freda di-

rected in Italy.

Drown, Jr., with UA TV
Richard G. Drown, Jr., has been

named sales representative of LInited

Artists Television for the New Or-
leans territory.

$200,000 More

To 'Red' Probe
Washington, March 20.—Another

$200,000 was voted today to the House
Un-American Activities Committee for

the completion of its 1952 program by
the House Administration Committee.
The House itself must still approve,
but this is routine.

Meanwhile, Hy Kraft, former screen
writer and one of the authors of the
current Broadway hit, "Top Banana,"
today refused to answer questions of

the House Un-American Activities

Committee about possible Communist
connections prior to 1948.

Kraft, named by Martin Berkeley
as a one-time Communist Party mem-
ber, said he was not now a Commun-
ist, had not been one in 1949 and 1950,

and did not now believe in Commun-
ist Party philosophy. But he refused

to answer whether he had been a

Communist in 1948 and earlier years

or to reply to a long list of questions

about membership in Communist front

organizations. Finally, Rep. Walter
(D., Pa.), who was presiding, said he
could "see no reason why we should

go on, since this witness is not going
to assist us," and adjourned the hear-

ing.

Order Reinstatement
Of Projectionist
Washington, March 20. — The

National Labor Relations Board has

upheld charges that Fox Midwest
Amusement Corp., Fox Plains Thea-
tres Corp., Fox Midwest Theatres,

Inc., and the lATSE had discrimi-

nated against Kenneth Caraway, a

projectionist and maintenance man in

Fox theatres in Coffeyville, Kans.
A three-man board panel upheld the

September 1951 findings of board ex-

aminer Arthur Lef? that Caraway had
been treated unfairly and should be
reinstated with full back pay and
seniority rights. The case stemmed
from a long-standing family dispute

between Caraway and his brother,

Sid, who was business agent of the

lATSE local.

Wappaus Also Heads
Checking for RKO
Herbert Wappaus, who has been in

charge of circuit sales operations for

RKO Pictures, will also manage the

checking department, Robert Mochrie,
sales vice-president, announces.
Former manager of the checking de-

partment, Milton Piatt, was recently

promoted to assistant to Nat Levy,
Eastern division sales manager.

Hollywood Report Delay
Washington, March 20. — House

Un-American Activities Committee
chairman John Wood (D., Ga.) has

left town for a week on personal

business, and said that no committee
meeting to discuss a supplemental
Hollywood report would be possible

until next week, but he indicated he
was quite sure the matter would come
upi at a Committee meeting before
Congress recesses for Easter.

Branton, Shapiro East
Hollywood, March 20.—Monogram-

.Allied Artists vice-president Ralph
Branton and studio counsel Barnett
Shapiro left here today by ])lane for

conferences with company executives
in New York.
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The Academy
Awards of '51

THE Academy of Motion Pic-

ture Arts & Sciences, in be-

stowing- its 24th annual Awards
for outstanding- achievements of the

production community in 1951, re-

vealed itself to be in rather an im-

pressive order of agreement with

the ticket buyers.

The honored productions are the

end result of superior talents and

craftsmanship, indisputably deserv-

ing of the industry's recognition.

The approach to artistry of some,

and that of many of their princi-

pals, previously had been remarked

by critics, individual and group,

whose judgments are wholly ignor-

ant of and therefore uninfluenced

by the box-office. Yet the less re-

cent award pictures have had wide

public acceptance already and the

newer are winning more daily.

There is no special significance

in finding the Academy in agree-

n-ient with the critics. It is to be

hoped that finding both the Acad-

emy and the critics in agreement

to a notable degree with the motion

picture public is significant.

The most iniportant awards are

bestowed at the box-office. When,
as at present, the public's awards

are in good measure seconded by

artists, craftsmen and critics, there

is good reason for faith in an era

of prosperity for the industry.

We can have art and eat, too.

•

The Special Awards voted by the

Academy board of directors confer

well-merited recognition on their

recipients—Arthur Freed who, in

his repeatedly demonstrated abili-

ties to assimilate art and entertain-

ment, surely has demonstrated his

right to the Irving G. Thalberg

Memorial Award; Gene Kelly who,

likewise, has found entertainment

no obstacle to the creation of screen

artistry and thus has contributed

niuch to Freed's achievements.

Sherwin Kane

Arbitration Meeting to be
Convened Within 30 Days
Rodgers May
Take COMPO
Presidency

William F. Rodgers, Loew's
vice-president and consultant, may
be swept into the presidency of the

Council of Motion Picture Organ-
izations within

a day or two
by popular de-

mand.
A g- r o u n d-

swell of indus-

try sentiment
for the popu-
lar M - G - M
executive to
take the post,

that has been
building for

weeks and was
restrained only

because of
Rodgers'
known reluct-

ance to re-enter the arena

relations, erupted on Friday.

What amounted to virtual demand
(Continued on page 6)

Johnston, Acting for 10 Distributor Firms,

Sends Bids to 5 Exhibitor Organizations

For New York Meeting; Rodgers Chairman

Acting in behalf of 10 distribution companies, Eric A. Johnston,

Motion Picttire Association of America president, issued invitations

on Friday to five exhibitor organizations to participate in an indus-

try conference on arbitration in New York "within 30 days."

He announced at the same time that William F. Rodgers of

Loew's has agreed to serve as

chairman of a four-man sales man-
agers committee that will represent

distribution at the conference. Al-

lied States and Theatre Owners
of America submitted arbitration

proposals to

the distributors

William Rodgers

of trade

Myers Urges

Industry Meet
Washington, March 23. — Abram

F. Myers, general counsel of Allied

States, today proposed a conference

of the top executives of all branches

of the industry "to plan for the pro-

tection of the industry against outside

attack, to provide for the industry's

internal peace and security and plan

for its future prosperity."

Myers said such a conference should

(Contifined on page 2)

New Warner Color

Process Premiere

On Coast Thursday

Hollywood, March 23. — Warner
Brothers' new color process, Warner-
Color, will be exhibited publicly for

the first time Thursday night at the

Academy Theatre here, Jack L. War-
ner, vice-president in charge of pro-

iuction, discloses.

The process, perfected after many
years of research and experimentation

in collaboration with Eastman, will be

given a special industry debut at the

invitational preview of "The Lion and

the Horse."

Lippert Leases 20

Features to Video

Hollywood, March 23.—In a trans-

action he described as the "last block

of features I will release to television,"

Robert L. Lippert leased 20 films, pro-

duced in 1946-50 period, to station

KTLA, for local use only, for a two

year term. The latest film is "Baron

of Arizona." Lippert said transaction

was required under the terms of the

bank loan recently obtained froni the

Bank of America, and does not imply

a similar transaction will be made in

future.

some f o u

Eric Johnston

weeks ago, af-

ter working on
them since last

fall.

Al Lichtman,
20th Century-
F o X ; Robert
Mochrie, RKO
Radio, and A.

Montague, Co-
lumbia, c o ni -

plete the sales

managers com-
mittee, which
will have as

counsel the following company attor-

neys : Austin C. Keough, Paramount

;

Robert W. Perkins, Warners, and
Adolph Schimel, Universal.

Johnston's letters of invitation were
sent to the following exhibitor asso-

ciation presidents : Wilbur Snaper, Al-

lied ; Mitchell Wolfson, TOA ; Ed-
ward N. Rugoff, Metropolitan Motion
Picture Theatres Association

;
Harry

Brandt, Independei-rt Theatre Owners
Association of New York, and H. V.
(Rotus) Harvey, Western Theatre
Owners.
A copy of the letter was sent to

the U. S. Attorney-General, and an-

other to Abram F. Myers, Allied gen-

eral counsel, who prepared the 16-

{Continiied on page 7)

HUMPHREY BOGART ACADEMY AWARf ! BEST ACTOlfn

UA's "THE AFRICAN lUEEN "

HUMPHREY KATHARINE \

BOGART • HEPBURNi
Produced by S. P. EAGLE

Directed by JOHN HUSTON
Color by TECHNICOLOR :



2 Motion Picture daily Monday, March 24, 1952

Personal
Mention
EDWARD J. PESKAY, producers'

representative, left New York on

Friday for a tour of exchange cities.

•

Robert Benjamin, president of the

J. Arthur Rank Organization in the

U. S., and his wife, Jean, on Friday

became parents of a second child,

Jonathan Adam, born at New York
Hospital.

•

Robert Montgomery will address

the 20th annual meeting of the Mass
Federation of Taxpayers Association

at the Hotel Statler, Boston, on Sa-

turday.
•

Ralph Cattell, vice-president of

Jerry Fairbanks Productions, has been

confined to his Hollywood home with

a virus infection.
•

Harold Wirthwein, Monogram-
Allied Artists Western sales manager,

returned to Hollywood at the week-
end from Seattle and San Francisco.

•

Walter L. Titus, Jr., Republic

district manager, is in Dallas from
New York.

•

Sidney Blumenstock, Paramount
advertising manager, on Friday cel-

ebrated his 45th birthday.
•

Foster M. Blake, Universal's

Western sales manager, returned here

over the weekend from Denver.
•

Mel Hulling, Monogram franchise

holder, is back in San Francisco from
Seattle.

FCC Hearing

Into 10thWeek
Washington, March 23.—The Fed-

eral Communications Commission's
Paramount hearings enter their 10th

week tomorrow, with cross-examina-

tion of witnesses on the proposed

merger of American Broadcasting Co.

and United Paramount Theatres.

Cross-examination will be by FCC
attorneys and counsel for Allen B.

DuMont Laboratories. First witnesses

will probably be UPT president Leo-

nard Goldenson, ABC Board chair-

man Edward J. Noble and ABC pres-

ident Robert Kintner.

At Friday's hearing, Roger Clipp,

chairman of ABC's station advisory

committee, said he thought TV would
use more and more film, but that the

trend would be to shorter films of 15

and 30 minutes. Robert Weitman and

Edward Hyman, UPT vice-presidents,

were questioned about plans for inter-

change of talent between UPT and

ABC under the merger. Weitman said

all stars appearing at the Paramount
Theatre now are allowed to make TV
appearances if they want, and that he

believed that any new talent developed

in Paramount Theatres after the

merger would be free to go on TV.
However, after long argument among
counsel, it was agreed that Weitrnan

and Hyman would merely be carrying

out policy laid down by Goldenson and

Kintner, and that these questions

should be put to these two officials

this week.

NT Operations Are

Up for Review

Los Angeles, March 23.—Charles
P. Skouras, president of National
Theatres, will open tomorrow's an-

nual four-day NT convention here at

the circuit's home offices, setting the

first order of business on the agenda
for a review of theatre operating re-

sults.

One of the major highlights of the

session wil be an outline of divorce-

ment plans for the company in fulfill-

ment of the 20th Century-Fox consent
decree.

A report on admissions, covering
advance prices, roadshows, junior and
servicemen's tickets, will be presented
by Jim Runte of Sacramento. Other
reports scheduled to be made include

controllable expense items, by W. H.
Thc-dford, Portland

;
problem theatres

and new policies, by Stan Brown,
Long Beach ; taxation problems, by
Dick Dickson, Los Angeles; and juve-
nile problems, by W. C. Ricord, Jr.

also of Los Angeles.

Shiffrin to Columbia
Albany, N. Y., March 23.—Paul

Shif¥rin, booker with M-G-M in New
Haven 10 years, is the new booker-
office manager for Columbia here.

He succeeds William Hanley.

Starr Now Chairman
Of TOA Tax Group

Alfred Starr of Nashville, has been

named to replace Morton Thalhimer

of Richmond, Va., as chairman of the

30-member special tax committee of

the Theatre Owners of America, it

was announced at the weekend by Mit-

chell Wolfson, TOA president.

Thalhimer, whose appointment was
announced on March 10, was forced

to decline the chairmanship because a

tour of Europe will keep him away
from his office for a few months.

Starr said, "I will be happy to do

all I can as chairman, or otherwise,

in the area of discriminatory taxation

on the national level. I am not equip-

ped with information to advise exhib-

itors regarding taxation on the state

or local level, but on the national level,

count me in."

TOA formed the committee to co-

operate with the taxation committee
of the Council of Motion Picture Or-
ganizations headed, by Robert J.

O'Donnell and and Col. H. A. Cole.

Ehan at 'City' Premiere
Abba Plban, the Ambassador of Is-

rael to the United .States, and Mrs.
Eban will be hosts to top level repre-

sentatives of the United States and
foreign countries who will be invited

to attend the world premiere of

"Faithful City," first Israeli-produced

English-speaking feature, which is set

for Walter Reade's Park Ave. thea-

tre on Ai)ril 7.

Plan No Change in

U. K. Film Quota
London, March 23. — Peter

Thorneycroft, president of

the Board of Trade, an-
nounced on Friday that he
does not propose to introduce
any order amending Britain's
film quota this year. Thus,
the quota continues from Oct.

1, next, at 30 per cent for
first features and 25 per cent
for supporting program films.

Myers Urges
(Continued from page 1)

Newsreel
Parade

take up measures to strengthen the

Council of Motion Picture Organiza-
tions, to fight against the inroads of

television, and to discuss arbitration,

trade practices and other subjects.

Myers said the industry must start

fighting back against television's at-

tempts, through political influence,

pressure tactics and other means, to

get the best films for home television.

The Federal Communications
Commission, he believes, is sid-
ing with television broadcasters
and laying down policies which,
if they prevail, would force the
film companies to give their fin-

est pictures to television and
would put theatre owners out
of business.

Unless the distributors change their
selling policies and also set up an ar-
bitration system, "the litigation now
afflicting the major companies will be
but a token of what's in store for
them," Myers warned.

Should Solicit Merchant Support

The COMPO campaign to repeal
the Federal admissions tax should so-

licit the support of all merchants in

every town, citing the way theatres

attract people to the store and rest-

aurant districts, Myers counselled.

He contends the film industry is

now challenged by television, bur-

dened by discriminatory taxation, torn

by internal dissension and engulfed in

a flood of litigation. He said no one
doubts the film industry, acting as a

unit, could quickly change this pic-

tre, but added that while its leaders

have individually shown a fighting

spirit, they do not submit to discipline,

and "the unhappy result is they are

galloping of¥ in all directions."

Calling for the top-level, all-indus-

try conference, Myers attacked pro-

ducer-distributor executives for refus-

ing the "duties and responsibilities of

leadership," and delegating these in-

stead to "job seekers, time-servers and
routineers." The industry is "domi-

nated and hamstrung," he declared,

"by a new and curious breed of exec-

utives—nabobs too big to be both-

ered."

"We think the present situa-

tion is sufficiently grave," My-
ers said, "for the holding of a

conference — not a mass-meet-
ing—of the top executives in all

branches—a sort of council of

state."

Much of Myers' "white paper" was
taken up with tiie challenge from tele-

vision, and the need for fighting back,

T?ISENHOWER in the political

J2d news, and events in Korea are

current newsreel highlights. Other

itemis range from the eclipse of the

sun to sports and fashions. Complete

contents follow:

MOiVIEiTONE NEiWS, No. 25—Minnesota
.s?rives Eisenhower liuge write-in vote. Korea
prisoners in bloody riot. Troops moved by
air. Look magazine honors Susan Hayward.
Eclipse of sun. Batista hailed. Old locomo-
tives.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 259—Malaya
war jungle drama. Eisenhower coming
home. Scientists study eclipse. Hisrh steT>-

ping on stilts. Goodwill envoys from Brit-

ain. Scrap locomotives. Sutton trial well

guarded. Dog in monkey cage.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, Nc. 62—Tigne,
France; town that progress doomed. Busses
from Britain. Spring goes to milady's head.
Betty Hutton; A surprise bride. Zoo suits

dog just fine. New jet center in Ohio.

TELENEWS DIGEST. No. 12-B — GOP
contest gets hotter. Detroit; guns and but-
ter production. Truman plans. Revise bible.

Mrs. FDR in India. Elephants make music.
Fashions. Harriman Cup Race.

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 545— Scrap
drive. Koji Island riot. P'resident Rhee.
English busses. Marshall plan in Austria.
Korea: new flamethrowers in operation. Old
dog and new tricks.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. ©4—
Batista hailed; Cuban president in Mexico.
Hofifman and Ike. Moving at White House.
Korea prisoners of war. Korea mine ex-
plosion. Dog and monkey story. Ski meet.

particularly against what he discerns

as the tendency of some Federal

groups to pressure companies into

selling their best films to television.

"These activities by government
agencies are outside the scope of their

statutory authority, and reflect the
political influence that has been
brought to bear on them by the tele-

vision interests," Myers said. He
urged the film industry to make clear

to the public the "frantic efl^orts by
TV to obtain the best motion pictures

with which to bolster its own unsatis-

factory programs."
Myers attacked the FCC for at-

tempting to "build up television at the

expense of motion pictures," and for

taking the "short sighted policy" that

the film industry consists only of the

producers, ignoring the great invest-

ment in theatres. He said government
officials should be made to realize that

the motion picture business is a

"straightforward, legitimate entertain-

ment business," while "television is a
huckster, using entertainment merely
as ballyhoo for merchandise."

Myers said the public gets the im-

pression that the film industry is run-

ning away from the fight, and that

the industry should start fighting back.

For example, he said, if it's true that

theatre lighting preserves or aids

vision, while television brings eye-

strain, why not publicize this?

Get Cleveland Franchise
Cincinnati, March 23. — States

Film Service, of which Meyer Adel-
son is president and Bud Wessel is

secretary-treasurer, with headquarters

here, has acquired the franchise of

National Film Service for the Cleve-

land territory, formerly held by L. C.

Gross. The company also maintains

shipping and inspection quarters in

Indianapolis.
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'Honestly, I was just

standing in the sun

waiting for a streetcar—"

BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR: "AN AMERICAN IN PARIS. "

IRVING THALBERG AWARD: To Arthur Freed for outstanding contributions to the field ofmusical production.

SPECIAL AWARD: To Gene Kelly for his exceptional ability to put choreography on film.

BEST STORY AND SCREENPLAY: Alan Jay Lerner for "An American In Paris.
"

BEST SCORING OF A MUSICAL PICTURE: Johnny Green and Saul Chaplin for "An American In Paris."

BEST ART DIRECTION (color): Cedric Gibbons, Preston Ames for "An American In Paris."

Set decoration, Edwin B. Willis, Keogh Gleason.

BEST COSTUME DESIGN (color): Orry Kelly, Walter Plunkett, Irene Sharaff for "An American In Paris."

BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY (color): Alfred Gilks, John Alton for "An American In Paris."

BEST SOUND RECORDING: "The Great Caruso," Douglas Shearer, sound director.

BEST SHORT SUBJECT: "Two Mouseketeers" (Tom & Jerry). Fred Quimby, producer.
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N.Y. Censor Group

Sees 'Latuko'

A screening of "Latuko," the Afri-

can documentary sponsored by the

American Museum of Natural His-

tory, was held here Friday for mem-
bers of a special New York State

Board of Education committee ap-

I)ointed to review the film.

The Alotion Picture Division of the

Board of Education has withheld a

permit for theatrical release in New
York State, requesting that certain

cuts be made in scenes depicting the

nudity of natives. Museum officials

have asked for a review of the re-

quest, contending that revisions would
deprive the film, of its authenticity.

A brief arguing against the proposed
revisions has also been filed by the

Museum. "Latuko" failed to receive

a Production Code certificate of ap-

proval.

Producers Representatives, Inc. is

the theatrical distributor of the film.

'Spanish' 'Fahiola' Here
The full-length, three-hour, Spanish-

language version of "Fabiola" will

have its world premiere on April 12

at the Hispano Theatre, Manhattan,
of which Marcel (Selly) Kann is

managing director.

Quinn to Leave Raybond
William J. Quinn, general manager

of Raybond Theatres, will leave his

post at the end of the month for a

rest and vacation. He joined Raybond
in 1938. No successor will be named.

March is Americzui Red Cross Month. GIVE,

TOP WINNERS OF 1951 'OSCARS'

Scene, above, from the Best Picture Award winner, M-G-M's
American in Paris," in color by Technicolor.

'An

My Thanks

EDITH HEAD

BEST COSTUME DESIGNING
(Black and White)

"A PLACE IN THE SUN"
Paramount

Above, left : Humphrey Bogart, Best
Actor, for Horizon-United Artists'
"The African Queen." Center, Vi-
vien Leigh, Best Actress, Warner's
"A Streetcar Named Desire." Right,
George Stevens, Best Director,
"Paramount's "A Place in the Sun."

Correction
Saul Chaplin and Johnny Green

were responsible for the musical scor-
ing of "An American in Paris," which
won the Academy Award in that clas-
sification. Peter Herman Adler was
erroneously teamed with Green in

Motion Picture Daily's report on
that Academy Award in Friday's is-

Predict 50% Rise

For UA in Canada

Toronto, March 23.—United Artists

grosses in Canada in 1952 will increase
more than 50 per cent over last year,

it was predicted here at the weekend
by UA vice-presidents William J.

Heineman and Max E. Youngstein,
who presided at a regional sales meet-
ing.

The entire Canadian sales stafif at-

tended the session, headed by Charles
Chaplin, Canadian district manager,
and branch managers Robert Radis,
Calgary ; Sam Kunitsky, Montreal

;

I. J. Davis, St. John
;
George Heiber,

Toronto; H. Woolfe, Vancouver, and
A. Weinstein, Winnipeg. All Canadian
salesmen and bookers also attended.

The meeting concluded the first lap

in a series which ultimately will take

the UA vice-presidents to every com-
pany exchange. Accompanied by Nat
Nathanson, Eastern sales manager,
they returned to New York over the

weekend for a short stay in tlie home
office before starting on a second
series.

Editors Invited to Judge
Al Cahlan of the Las Vegas (Nev.)

Rcviciv Journal, and Hank Green-
spun of the Morning Sun in the same
city, have been invited to serve on
the International Variety Clubs' Char-
ity Citation Committee, by Nathan D.
Golden, chairman of International

Variety's Heart Committee. The
judges will select the tent to receive

the Heart citation and plaque during
Variety's 16th annual convention to

be held in Las Vegas on April 28-

May 1.

MGM Names Newcom
Hollywood, March 23. — M-G-M

has selected James E. Newcom as

supervising film editor for the new
production unit set up recently by
Dore Schary to operate under Charles
Schnee. Newcom will supervise the

editing of films to be made within the
unit. Ten pictures now have been
scheduled for the group with more
planned.

Palace Now Primping
The Palace Theatre here closed last

night to get ready for Betty Hutton
and the "All-Star Variety Show,"
which will open on April 12. Box-
offices will remain open daily.

Award Winner Received Top Review
Treatment of '51 in M, P, Daily, Aug. 28
In reviewing the 1951 Academy Award winner, "An American

in Paris," in the issue of Aug. 28, 1951, Motion Picture Daily
accorded the outstanding production rare editorial and typo-
graphical treatment, in order to call the picture's importance to
the attention of exhibitor readers.

The review was one of the very few published on Page I of
Motion Picture Daily in 1951. In addition, it carried an editorial
precede which said, in part: "For sheer excellence in entertain-
ment, nothing quite like MGM's 'An American in Paris' has come
from Hollywood in quite a spell. ... It makes a substantial
contribution to the art of the screen and its advancement. It
well may mark a new milestone in the production of film musicals."

The review also placed special emphasis upon the picture's tech-
nical achievements, which won five other Academy Awards in
addition to the Best Picture award, and without doubt did much
to help Arthur Freed win the Irving Thalberg Memorial, Award,
and Gene Kelly the special award for his artistry in choreography.
The picture won six awards, in addition to the two special awards
to Freed and Kelly, its producer and star, respectively. Para-
mount's "A Place in the Sun" also won six awards. Warner's
"A Streetcar Named Desire" won four awards.



THE W. J. GERMAN ORGANIZATION

Extends Congratulations

to all of the

W. J. GERMAN, Inc.
FORT LEE — CHICAGO — HOLLYWOOD
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Wichita House Files

Anti-Trust Suit

Chicago, March 23.—Chicago at-

torney Seymour Simon has filed an

anti-trust suit in U.S. District Court

for Western Missouri in behalf of

Herman Hiuit and the Tower Thea-
tre, \\'ichita, Kan., for the period

June. 19-18 to June, 1950.

The suit, which asks $300,000 treble

damages, alleges that the defendants,

the eight major film companies and
Fox Theatres, conspired to prevent the

Tower Theatre from ruiming pictures

on an exclusive first run, a non-ex-
clusive first run, or a moveover first

run because the pictures were being

licensed to the local Fox theatres for

exclusive first runs.

Reception Stars
MGM Rome Meeting
Rome, March 23.—Eighty-two dele-

gates, territorial managers and other
executives, in addition to guests from
the diplomatic world, today attended

the reception marking the opening of

M-G-M's global conference on "Quo
Vadis" at the Grand Hotel, the com-
pany reported.

Following an informal dinner to-

night, the conferees will begin regular

meetings tomorrow morning, with Ar-
thur M. Loew, president of Loew's
International Corp., delivering the

keynote address.

Tomorrow's agenda will also in-

clude a discussion of global sales poli-

cies by Morton Spring, first vice-

president, and Samuel N. Burger,
sales manager.

Zenith Income in '51

Declined Sharply

Chicago, March 23.—Zenith Radio
Corp., in contrast to the general trend
of most businesses which finds sales up
and profits down, suffered declines in

1951 from 1950 in both sales and pro-
fits. Sales were down from $134,000,-

000 in 1950 to $110,000,000 in 1951.

Profits declined from $8,000,000 to

$5,000,000, or from $17.22 per share
to $10.91 per share.

President E. F. McDonald, Jr. at-

tributed the declines to the TV color

controversy and government restric-

tions on credit buying.

Metrch is American R«d Cross Month. GIVE.

Rodgers
{Continued from page 1)

that Rodgers be persuaded to take the
COMPO post came from every mem-
bership quarter of the organization.
The volume and insistence of the de-
mands was not only a tribute to Rodg-
ers and the confidence which all

branches of the industry have in him,
but was, as well, an impressive dem-
onstration that the industry not only
wants COMPO to continue but wants
it headed by the best industry man-,
power available.

Depends on Schenck

As the situation stood on Friday, it

appeared that Rodgers could be in-

duced to take the post provided
Nicholas M. Schenck, Loew's presi-
dent, consented. Schenck is vacation-
ing in Florida and could not be
reached immediately, but his reply is

expected by today or tomorrow.
Among those endorsing and urging

Rodgers for the post were Si Fabian,
chairman of the executive committee
of Theatre Owners of America

;

Abram F. Myers, chairman and gen-
eral counsel of Allied States

;
James

A. Mulvey, representative of the So-
ciety of Independent Motion Picture
Producers ; Rotus Harvey, president
of the Western Theatre Owners ; Eric
Johnston, president of the Motion
Picture Association

; Edward Rugoff,
president of Metropolitan Motion
Picture Theatres Association; Harry
Brandt, president of Independent The-
atre Owners of New York, Arthur L.
Mayer, retiring COMPO' executive
vice-president, Martin G. Smith, pres-
ident of Independent Theatre Owners
of Ohio, and Abe Berenson, president
of Gulf States Association.

Spyros Skouras, president of 20th
Century-Fox, who was elected presi-
dent of COMPO on Feb. 21 but who
was unable to serve because of pres-
sure of business, also has urged the
designation of Rodgers.
Rodgers won the confidence of all

branches of the industry in his han-
dling of the United Motion Picture
Industry conferences on trade prac-
tices in the late 1930's and for other
contributions of his to industry con-
ciliation moves. Although seeking
less instead of added responsibilities
since going on consultant status at
Loew;'s the first of the year, Rodgers
is said to have assured his petitioners
he will give serious consideration to
accepting the COMPO post provided
his company has no objections.
On Friday, he was named chairman

of the distributors' committee to meet
with exhibition representatives on
formulation of a plan of arbitration
and concilation for the industry.

McVicker's Cuts Again
Chicago, March 23.—The down-

town McVicker's Theatre has cut its

evening price from 80 cents to 65
cents (including tax), Monday
through Friday. The 80-cent price
still prevails on Saturday and Sunday
evenings. This cut follows a slash in
Saturday and Sunday matinee prices
made by the theatre a few weeks ago.

Timberg Joins U.N.
Washington, March 23.—Sigmund

Timberg, head of the Justice Depart-
ment's consent decree section, is tak-
ing a year's leave of absence to serve
as secretary of the United Nations'
Ad Hoc Committee on restrictive
trade practices. He played a key role
in negotiating the ASCAP consent de-
cree.

RESIORES THEM

TO LIFE... M
and EARNING POWER

* * *
Let us review your shrunken

negatives and color originals...

Peerless will tell you if they

can be restored to usefulness.

WriteforPEER-RENU folder:

"Thar's Gold in Them Old Films" -

rEERLESS
FILM PROCESSING CORPORATION
165 WEST 46TH STREET, NEW YORK 36, NEW YORK

959 SEWARD STREET, HOUYWOOD 38, CALIFORNIA

Protective film treatments . . . complete film distribution servicing

...and other special services to aid producers and distributors.
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Solid Distribution
Bloc on Arbitration

Eric A. Johnston's dis-

closure that 10 distributors

will participate in an industry
conference on arbitration

marks the first time that a

solid bloc of distributors has
formed for such a purpose.
Columbia, Universal, United
Artists, Republic and Mono-
gram stood apart from the
arbitration arrangement pro-
vided for in the 1940 consent
decree in the industry anti-

trust suit because of the ex-
pense involved.

The first report that these
companies would accept invi-

tations to join in an industry
arbitration conference was
published by Motion Picture
Daily on February 11.

Price to Princeton
Sherman Price has been appointed

New York sales manager of Prince-
ton Film Center, Inc., by Jack Bar-
less, executive vice-president. Active
for more than 17 years as a film

writer, director and producer, Price

until recently was president of Tele-

tran, Inc. Previously he founded and
was first president of Transfilm, Inc.

Beckwith NTFC Speaker
Aaron Beckwith, director of sales

for United Television Programs, will

speak before the National Television

Film Council luncheon on Wednesday
at the Warwick Hotel, Mel Gold,

NTFC president, has announced.

Call Arbitration Meeting
(Continued from page 1)

page memorandum detailing the or-

ganization's arbitration proposals.

TOA's proposals were submitted in

considerably shorter form. Their
salient recommendation was for ap-

pointment by the U. S. Secretary of

Commerce of a national industry ar-

bitration chief who would receive an
annual salary of possibly $25,000.

To 'Explore Subject'
The MPAA president's letters said

that the conference "is to take place

in the City of New York as soon as

it can be conveniently arranged, and
in any event, within 30 days from the

date of this letter." He wrote that

the purpose of the meeting "is to ex-

plore thoroughly the subject of arbi-

tration and conciliation of disputes in-

volving exhibitors and distributors of

motion pictures in the United States,

including discussion of proposals here-

tofore advanced by exhibitor organi-

zations.

"It is contemplated," John-
ston's letter continued, "that
such exploration will proceed
with all reasonable diligence

and speed, with the hope and
to the end that the conferees
may achieve agreement to pre-
sent to their respective princi-

pals for acceptance and to sub-
mit to the U. S. Department of
Justice for approval."

The Johnston invitation specified

that the exhibitor organizations desig-

nate "two officers or members of your
organization and its counsel to meet
with like committees of the other ex-

hibitor organizations . . . and the gen-

eral sales managers." Johnston stated
that he was writing in response to the
requests of the following companies

:

Columbia, Loew's, Monogram, Para-
mount, RKO Radio, Republic, 20th
Century-Fox, United Artists, Univer-
sal, and Warners.

Returned Here Last Week
The naming of Rodgers as chair-

man of the distributors' group places
him again in an active industry role

only three months after he resigned
the Loew's distribution vice-presi-

dency to serve the company in a con-
sultative capacity. He returned to

New York last week from a Florida
vacation.

Johnston asked for accep-
tances of the invitations "as
soon as possible." He requested
the names of the respective
organizations' committees "so
that I may be able to inform
those accepting, of the precise
time and place of the first

meeting."

Allied since last fall, when its an-
nual convention called for an industry
arbitration conference, has had a six-

man arbitration committee under the
co-chairmanship of Snaper and fly-
ers. On March 6, TOA announced
appointment of a 17-member arbitra-

tion committee headed by S. H.
Fabian.

Prompt acceptances of Johnston's
invitations by the exhibitor organiza-
tions was indicated at the weekend
when virtually all commented favor-
ablv on the distributors' action.

Smakwitz Criticizes

'Early-Late Show'

Albany, .^N. Y., March 23. — The
Hartford theatres' experimentation with

an 8:30 P.M. "Early-Late Show"
screening plan for the top feature is

"the wrong step, taken at the wrong
time." Warner zone manager Charles

A. Smakwitz declared.

"I am opposed to such a schedule

because it will decrease, not increase

business," he said. "The success oi a

motion picture theatre rests on contin-

uous operation, which permits patrons

to enter at whatever hour best suits

their convenience. The top feature

should go on for the last time as

near to 10 o'clock as possible—never
before 9 :25 or 9 :30 P.M.
"Many people, returning home at

night from work, cannot get to a the-

atre by 8:30.'' Smakwitz added.

"When you schedule the big feature

that early, they will either stay away,
or complain on arriving at the thea-

tre. The early-birds, remaining down-
town for dinner, can easily make the

first show."
"I cannot conceive of a worse time

to try the 8 :30 plan than now, when
the days are growing longer and
when daylight saving time is ap-

proaching," continued Smakwitz.

Reade Circuit Extending
"Curtain-at-8:40" Plan

"Curtain-at-8 :40," the series uti-

lized by Walter Reade Theatres to

bring key foreign films to small com-
munities, will be extended by the cir-

cuit to its theatres in Kingston and
Saratoga Springs, New York, in

April.

PARAMOUNT
TRADE SHOWS

Friday, March 28, 1952
• • •

EDMOND O'BRIEN

STERLING HAYDEN • DEAN JAGGER

LAURA ELLIOT • LYLE BEHGER
in

"DENVER &
RIO GRANDE

Co-starring

J. Carrol Naish • Zasu Pitts

Color by TECHNICOLOR
Directed by BYRON HASKIN

Story and Screenplay by FRANK GRUBER

Produced by NAT HOLT

CITY PLACE OF SCREENING TIME

ALBANY FOX SCREENING ROOM, 1052 Broadway 7.30 P.M.

ATLANTA PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 154 Wolton St., N.W 10-30 A.M.

BOSTON PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 58-62 Berkeley Street. 2 P.M.

BUFFALO PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 464 Franklin Street 2 P.M.

CHARLOTTE PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 305-7 South Church Street 10 A.M.

CHICAGO PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1306 South Michigan Avenue 1.30 P.M.

CINCINNATI PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1214 Central Parkway 2 P.M.

CLEVELAND PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1735 East 23rd Street 8-)5 P.M.

DALLAS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 400 North Preston Street 2:30 P.M.

DENVER PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 2100 Stout Street 2 P.M.

DES MOINES PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1125 High Street I P.M.

DETROIT PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 479 Ledyard Avenue 2 P.M.

INDIANAPOLIS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 116 West Michigan Street 1:30 P.M.

JACKSONVILLE FLORIDA STATE THEA. SCREENING ROOM, Florida Theo. BIdg. . . 2:30 P.M.

KANSAS CITY PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1800 Wyandotte Street II A.M.

LOS ANGELES PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1613 West 20th Street 1:30 P.M.

MEMPHIS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 362 South Second Street 12:15 NOON
MILWAUKEE PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1121 North Eighth Street 2 P.M.

MINNEAPOLIS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1201 Currie Avenue 2 P.M.

NEW HAVEN PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 82 State Street 2 P.M.

NEW ORLEANS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 215 South Liberty Street 10:30 A.M.

NEW YORK CITY. . .PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1501 Broadway (9th Fl.) 2:30 P.M.

OKLAHOMA CITY. .PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 701 West Grand Avenue 10:30 A.M.

OMAHA PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1704 Davenport Street I P.M.

PHILADELPHIA PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 248 North 12th Street 2 P.M.

PITTSBURGH PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 1727 Boulevard of Allies 2 P.M.

PORTLAND PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 909 N. W. 19th Avenue 2 P.M.

ST. LOUIS PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 2949-2953 Olive Street I P.M.

SALT LAKE CITY PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 270 East 1st South Street 1:30 P.M.

SAN FRANCISCO. . .PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 205 Golden Gate Ave 2 P.M.

SEATTLE MODERN THEATRE SUPPLY PROJ. ROOM, 2400 Third Ave 1:30 P.M.

V/ASHINGTON PARAMOUNT PROJ. ROOM, 306 H Street, N.W 2:30 P.M.
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Loew Theatre

Profits Beat

Films 4 Years

Divorce-Reorganization
Plans Ready for Meeting

From 1942 through 1946, Loew's

profits from fihn production and

distribution operations and other

sources not connected with exhibi-

tion, ran well ahead of theatre oper-

ating profits. From 1947 through

1951, profits from Loew's U. S. and

Canadian theatres were substantially

greater than all other company profits.

The separate profit figures for the

past 10 years appear in the company's

proxy statement setting forth its

divorcement and reorganization plan

to be voted upon by stockholders at

the annual meeting to be held April

29 at the home office.

The years of greatest con-

trast between film profits and
theatre profits were 1943, when
theatre profits amounted to

$8,860,000, and other profits ag-

gregated $26,172,000, and 1944,

when theatre profits were $8,-

iContinned on page 6)

Rodgers Can't Take

Top COMPO Post

William F. Rodgers, Loew's vice-

president and consultant, was re-

ported yesterday to have declined the

presidency of the Council of Motion
Picture Organizations "for reasons of

health."

The Loew's executive appeared on

Friday about to be swept into the

COMPO office on a groundswell of

industry sentiment. However, it is

understood that he refused the post

for the same reason that he recently

relinquished the top sales post at

{Continued on page 2)

Leon B. Back Heads

Maryland Allied

BALxnroRE, March 24.—At the an-

nual meeting of ."Mlied Motion Pic-

ture Theatre Owners of Maryland,
the following officers and directors

were elected for the ensuing year

:

Leon B. Back, president ; Lauritz
Carman, vice-president ; C. Elmer
Nohe, Jr., treasurer, and Mrs. Helen
Diering, executive secretary.

Directors are Jack Levin, Meyer
(Continued on page 6)

W.B.-ABPC See Remittance

Cuts; Plan U.K. Production

TOA Inaugurates

Decentralization

Of Its Activities

Decentralization of virtually all

Theatre Owners of America activities,

with special emphasis on trade prac-

tices, theatre television, public rela-

tions, research, legislation, taxation

and advertising, was revealed yester-

day by Mitchell Wolfson, TOA presi-

dent, as marking a new approach in

the organization's program to solve

exhibitor problems.

In a special brochure sent to TOA
members, Wolfson has called for the

establishment in each of the organiza-
tion's six regional units, committees
dedicated to aggressive work in the

{Continued on page 2)

By PETER BURNUP
London, March 24.—In anticipation

of more stringent arrangements on the

conversion of American film compa-
nies' sterling earnings here resulting

from the talks to be held here in June
on changes in the Anglo-U. S. indus-

try monetary agreement, Warner
Brothers is preparing plans for in-

creased production here. Sir Philip

Warter, chairman of Associated Brit-

ish Pictures Corp., in which Warner
holds an important interest, said today
following his return from an extended
American visit.

Sir Philip said that he also had
conferred with Eric Johnston, presi-

dent of the Motion Picture Associa-
tion of America, and that Johnston's
opinion supported the Warner-ABPC
view that the forthcoming monetary
talks here will lead to more stringent

remittance arrangements with empha-
(Continued on page 4)

CompoHitsTreasury

'Non-essential' Tag

.\rtliur L. Mayer, executive vice-

president of COMPO, sent a formal
protest yesterday to Secretary of the

Treasury Snyder against the Treasury
Department's characterization of the

motion picture industry as "a rela-

tively non-essential service."

Tliis description of the industry was
(Continued on page 2)

Question Kintner on

Media Competition

Washington, March 24.—Even as-

suming the merged American Broad-
casting - Paramount Theatres Co.

owned a subscriber television system
as well as theatres and home televi-

sion broadcasting, the board would
not be able to "manipulate" programs
among the three competing media,

(Continued on page 4)

B.O. Downswing 'Reversed^

Skouras Tells NT Meet
Hollywood, March 24.

—"The downward business trend has been
arrested and reversed," National Theatres president Charles P. Skouras
told the circuit's division presidents,

department heads and district man-
agers at the opening of the four-day
annual meeting today. Although the

first few weeks of 1952 saw bo.xoffice

totals about five per cent below 1951,

Skouras said, "the upturn beginning
about four weeks ago, due to good
product and vigorous promotional ef-

forts applied, will show an operating-

profit for the first quarter above a

year ago." Continuing supply of strong

product and sustained eff'ort in its be-

half are all that's needed to keep busi-

ness on the upbeat, Skouras said.

"There is no inflation in admission

prices," the circuit's James Runte,

Sacramento, said, pointing out that

NT's admission scale has advanced
(Continued on page 6)

Bamberger Urges

Newspaper Aids

Oklahoma City, March 24.—Good
working relations between exhibitors
and their local newspapers are essen-
tial to the best interests of both, Leon
Bamberger, RKO Radio sales promo-
tion manager, declared in an address
to the annual convention of the Thea-
tre Owners of Oklahoma here today.

Business interests and problems
common to both newsnapers and ex-
hibitors were cited by Bamberger.
Among them, he said, was the prob-

(Continued on page 2)

TOA, Allied

Arbitration

Delegates Set

Wolfson, Snaper, Fabian,
Yamins in; ITOA Set Too

Three of the five exhibitor or-

ganizations invited to meet with

distributors on arbitration ah'eady

have named delegates to represent

them at conferences with a four-man
sales managers committee headed by
William F. Rodgers.

Allied and the Theatre Owners of

America, each of which about four

weeks ago submitted to distributors

their respective proposals for a pos-

sible industry system of arbitration,

and the Independent Theatre Owners
Association of New York, have named
a total of eight delegates.

Wilbur Snaper, Allied president,

reported yesterday that he and Na-
than Yamins of New England would
represent Allied as the two conferees

stipulated by Eric A. Johnston,

Motion Picture .Association of Amer-
ica president, in the invitation issued

last Friday in behalf of 10 distribu-

tors. The Allied delegates will be

accompanied by Abram F. Myers,
(Continued on page 6)

No First -run Limit

On 'Show' in Chi.

Chicago, March 24.
—"The Great-

est Show on Earth" today was grant-

ed an unlimited Chicago first run by

Federal Judge Michael L. Igoe,

throwing bidding wide open to all

comers by lifting the two week first

run limitation imposed by the Jackson
Park decree on "affiliated" theatres

which might wish to compete for the

picture with unaffiliated houses such

as the Woods and Oriental. The
Palace, whose position in relation to

the decree (with RKO having bowed
out of the house) has not been estab-

lished, also could enter into bidding

for the picture.

Albany Tour Will

Cover 40 Cities

Albany, N. Y., March 24.—The
"Movietime, U.S.A." tour, scheduled

for the Albany exchange area the

week of .April 21, will cover approxi-

mately 40 cities and towns, Harry
Lamont, exhibitor chairman, revealed

today.
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Personal
Mention
BARNEY BALABAN, Paramount

president ; Paul Raibourn, vice-

president, and Russell Holman,
Kastern production manager, have re-

turned to New York from Hollywood.
•

Jesse L. Lasky was in Philadelphia

over the weekend from Hollywood to

address the bi-annual meeting of the

Music Educators National Conference.

He is due back at the studio tomor-

GiNO Cervi, Italian film star now in

New York, will be honored by Italian

Films Export at a cocktail party in

the Rainbow Grill here on Thursday.
•

Allen M. Widen, motion picture

editor of the Hartford Times, has re-

turned there from Los Angeles.
•

Stirling Silliphant, 20th Cen-

tury-Fox publicity manager, returned

here yesterday from St. Petersburg,

Fla.

Bamberger Urges
{^Continued from page 1)

lem of the stay-at-homes, who buy and

read fewer newspapers
;
shop less, thus

impairing the effectiveness of mer-

chants' newspaper advertising, and

paid less attention to community af-

fairs.

Bamberger cited recent approaches

to good working relationships between
exhibitors and newspapers which have
been made in Hartford, Rochester,

Houston, Binghamton, and which are

being attempted in Minneapolis by

North Central Allied, and elsewhere

with Gannett and Scripps-Howard
newspapers.
The efforts, he said, are not only

bringing about better publicity, re-

viewing services and other direct aids

to local exhibition but also are mak-
ing progress in the direction of elimi-

nation of premium advertising rates

charged by newspapers for theatre ad-

vertising. The Hartford Times and the

Binghampton Press have abandoned
Ijremium amusement advertising rates,

witli the result that total lineage has
increased. In Houston, neighborhood
and second-run theatres are granted a

20 per cent rate reduction, commen-
surate with that portion of a newspa-
I)cr's total circulation from which the

smaller theatres could not conceivably

draw patronage, Bamberger reported.

Morris Loewenstein, unit president,

oi>ened the meeting, which had a re-

gistration of 125, and urged exhibitors

to do all possible to keep disputes out

of the courts. E. R. Slocum, El Reno,
was general chairman, and C. B.

Akers was program coordinator.

Alfred Starr of Nashville spoke on
unjust taxation, print shortages, tele-

vision in homes and theatres, com-
IK-titive bidding and the necessity of

arbitration.

Mitchell Wolfson, TO^ president,

lauded the public relations work of

Hollywood players and pleaded for

teaching young blood in exhibition.

A. D. Cox of Binger was the after-

noon chairman.

$1,365,000 for 'Show'
At Music Hall

'The Greatest Show on
Earth" will wind up its 11th

week at Radio City Music
Hall tomorrow with an est'-

mated gross of $103,000,

bringing the total gross to a

terrific $1,365,000. The figure

falls short of the all-time

record set by "The Great Ca-
ruso" which grossed $1,395,-

000 in its 10-week run in the
summer of 1951. "The Great-
est Show On Earth" shares
the long - run record with
"Random Harvest," which
also played 11 weeks at the
house in 1942.

"Singin' in the Rain" bows
into the Hall on Thursday.

lyEWS
in Brief

N. Y. Grosses Are

Fair, Despite Rain

Grosses along Broadway ranged
from fair to very good despite the

weekend rain.

At the Capitol "The African

Queen," showing the momentum of

Humphrey Bogart's winning an "Os-
car," did a robust $50',000 for the

fifth week. The figure was about 33

per cent higher than the previous

week.

At the Roxy Theatre a good $60,-

000 was registered for "Deadline,
U.S.A." in its second week along with
a stage show.

"The Marrying Kind" at the Vic-

toria Theatre continued strong with a

second week take of $36,000. Pickets

representing the Catholic War Vet-
erans and the Jewish War Veterans
still continued to protest in evening
hours the alleged Communist sym-
pathies of Judy Holliday and script-

write Garson Kanin.
"Quo Vadis," in its 21st and last

week at the Astor, continued to show
vitality with a figure of $17,000. "My
Six Convicts" moves into the house
tomorrow.

In its second and final week at the
Paramount "Boots Malone" showed
a fair $47,000. "Meet Danny Wilson"
with Frank Sinatra, makes its bow at

the house today.

Business at the Rivoli where "Viva
Zapata" is in its seventh week was
also fair. The picture did $11,000.

At the Strand the reissue of "A
Streetcar Named Desire" aid a fair

$20,000 in its one week return. Sad-
ler's Wells Ballet begins a two-week
run today.

A satisfactory $14,000 was chalked

up for "The Belle of New York" at

Loew's State. The picture is in its

third and last week, with "Flesh and
Fury" opening Thursday. "Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs" was
rewarding in the fifth week of its re-

release at the Criterion, where it

grossed $15,000. "The Captive City"

begins its run at the theatre today.

At the Globe "Smoke Jumpers" did

a fair $12,500 for its first week. In

the eighth week at the Mayfair
"Sailor Beware" was also fair with
an estimated $20,000.

Cleveland, March 24.—The board
of directors of the Independent The-
atre Owners of Ohio will meet in

Columbus on April 22 to complete
final arrangements for the ITOO con-

vention to be held in Cleveland on
May 19-21 at the Hollenden Hotel.

Speakers lined up, as announced by
ITOO secretary Bob Wile, are

Abram Myers, Allied general coun-

sel ; Wilbur Snaper, national Allied

president ; Maurice Bergman, head of

Universal's public relations ; H. M.
Ritchey, Loew's exhibitor relations

head ; Martin Quigley, Jr., editor of

Motion Picture Herald, and W. Ward
Marsh, film critic of The Plain
Dealer.

•

The old Paragon movie studios in

Fort Lee, N. J., across the river from
here, were destroyed by fire Sundav,
with at least $1,000,000 in damage to

stage and television sets stored in the

buildings. Once the film capital of the

world, the studios burned out despite

the efforts of firemen from nine com-
munities.

«

Discussion of developments in con-
nection with the long-standing negotia-
tions with Loew's for a contract cov-
ering the licensing of music used on
sound tracks is expected to take place

at the annual membership meeting to-

day of ASCAP at the Waldorf As-
toria Hotel here. The business meet-
ing will be followed this evening by
the organization's annual dinner. Otto
Harbach, ASCAP president, is sched-
uled to preside at both functions,

e

Washington, March 24. — The
Kentucky State Legislature has ad-
journed without action on bills to

boost the admission tax and set up
film censorship, reports Motion Pic-

ture Association of America legisla-

tive representative Jack Bryson.
•

Loew's Theatres division managers,
Lawrence Beatus, who began with
Loew's 40 years ago, and Eugene
Meyers, rounding out 44 years with
the circuit, who have been on sick

leave for some months, have been re-

tired. Their fellow division mana-
gers in the New York area, together
with home office executives, attended a
testimonial luncheon for them yester-
day.

•

Paramount has completed a one-reel
film on the new state of Israel which
will be released this week by , the
United Jewish Appeal for showing
throughout the country.

Entitled "Front Line '52," the UJA
picture is narrated by Eddie Cantor
and calls upon all Americans to help
the organization raise $151,500,000 to
aid Israel.

Decentralization
(Continued from page 1)

trade practices, taxation, and other
spheres formerly approached by the
national organization.
"The necessity is upon us to create

a statesmanship and broad understand-
ing of our problems if we hope to

survive," tlie TOA president warned.

Italians Plan for
Big US Year and
Are Alert to Code

Forecasting wider exhibition and
broader mass acceptance of Italian

films in the U. S. beginning this year
in consequence of a full scale dubbing
program, Dr. Renato Gualino, general

director of Italian Films Export and
president of the International Federa-
tion of Motion Picture Producers As-
sociations, yesterday said he believed

Italian film-makers in recent months
have becom.e increasingly aware of the

demands of the American market and
the extent to which it is influenced by
iuch factors as the ProducUon Code.
At a trade press conference in his

office here, Gualino said his statement
last December that IEE would not en-

courage adherence to the American
Code was made primarily to see what
the reaction to such a statement would
be here.

Treasury Tag
(Continued from page 1)

made in the "Federal-State-Local Tax
Coordination Study" published March
7 by the Departments' tax advisory

staff.

Rodgers-Compo
(Continued from page 1)

Loew's : doctor's orders to avoid
overburdening with work.

Eric A. Johnston, Motion Picture

Association of America president, an-

nounced on Friday that Rodgers had
agreed to serve as chairman of a

sales managers committee that will

represent distribution at forthcoming
industry conferences on arbitration.

This appointment preceded any discus-

sion with Rodgers on the possibility

of his assuming the COMPO presi-

dency, it is understood.

3rd Winner in a Row
Walt Disney's True-Life Adven-

ture, "Nature's Half Acre," cur-

rent Academy Awards winner, is the

third of the series, and the third to

win such an award.
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-*aramount
a drama of tremendous force

and timeliness ... in which

returns triumphantly to tne screen m a

picture of unlimited grossing potential . . . from the

man who made "Going My Way". . .

starring

HELEN YAS

HMSHEFIIN
ROBERT DEANmm mm

Screenplay by MYLES CONNOLLY
and LEO McCAREY

Adaptation by JOHN LEE MAHIN
Produced and Directed by

LEO McCAREY
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National Question Kintner on Media
{Continued from page 1)

TV Theatres' Best
Ad Buy: Kintner
Washington, March 24. —

Television time is "the best
advertising buy theatres can
make," American Broadcast-
ing Co. president Robert E.
Kintner said today. He de-
clared he felt television a bet-
ter advertising medium for
theatres than newspapers or
magazines, and that he had
told this to United Para-
mount Theatres president
Leonard Goldenson. But Gold-
enson said he had to be con-
vinced, Kintner reported.

Pre-Selling
NOT one but two "Pictures-of-the-

Month" will be named in the

April Rcdhnok. Florence Somers, fea-

ture edito, picked "African Queen" as

"top grade entertainment for everyone.

Hepburn's and Bogart's characteriza-

tions are the finest jobs they've ever

done." She gives "With A Song in

My Heart" equal status and says

Susan Hayvvard "is superb in the

role of Jane Froman. Her imperson-

ation is flawless and one would think

she had been a great singer herself."

. . . The April Woman's Home Com-
panion carries Philip T. Hartung's

capsule reviews of six pictures, with

"Phone Call from A Stranger,''

"Bend of the River" and "Invitation"

leading his list.

•

The current Ladies Home Journal

has no editorial mention of movies
in 206 pages, but it does have two
fine cooperative pages from na-

tional advertisers, one from Lux,
featuring Maureen O'Hara is

"Flame of Araby" and the other

from Jergens Lotion, with pictures

of Esther Williams in "Skirts

Ahoy." . . . The March Mademoiselle
has a neat and nice way of handling
new things, in Leo Lerman's "Some-
thing To Talk About"—two facing

pages, devoted to "The Marrying
Kind" and "A Month of Sundays,"
with each getting a layout of a
dozen stills as pre-selling for up-
coming attractions.

«

RKO's "Macao," starring Jane
Russell and Robert Mitchum, zvill get

its scndoff through national advertis-

ing beginning zsjith the March 31 issue

of Time, utilising a string of maga-
zines and Sunday supplements to

reach a combined circulation of 35,-

000,000. . . . The current Collier's de-

votes almost its entire issue to the

subject, "Man Will Conquer Space
Soon," making excellent pre-selling

for numerous science fiction movies of

space ships and interplanetary com-
munication, past, present and future.

I'hcre is a national survey under way
to determine the popularity and per-

manence of this type of film.
•

There was dancing in the streets of

Indinapolis on Friday night with traf-

fic jammed for blocks and more ex-
citement than the city has seen in

years, at the Indiana world premiere
of Paramount's "Aaron Slick from
Punkin Crick," The Indianapolis .Star

and good Hoosiers went all out for

tile bucolic quality of the picture,

which reminded them of the tall corn
country. More than 100 couples were
s(|uare-dancing in front of the Indiana
theatre, and liking it. ... A tieup be-

tween the Wayne Howell program
and RCA-\'ictor, localized in Chicago
only, offered "Aaron Slick" albums as

prizes, with more than 10,000 replies

in the first 24 hours, which indicates

a listening audience of at least one
and one-half million potential patrons.

•

Marlene Dietrich is soaring to
new heights as a result of her per-
sonal appearance tour and will top
all others if she continues the
record - breaking excitement she
created at the State Lake in Chi-
cago. She's now thinking of a
"Chautauqua" tour—very unlike the
original Chautauqua variety.

Wai/iek Bkooks

ABC president Robert E. Kintner de-

clared today.

Kintner testified as the Federal

Communications Commission's Para-

mount hearings entered their 10th

week. He was on the stand all day,

under questioning by FCC counsel

Frederick Ford.

Ford questioned Kintner on what
ABC-UPT policy would be under

various circumstances, and brought

objection from ABC attorney James
McKenna. But Ford explained there

was no historical pattern to question

Kintner about, and that his questions

had to deal with assumptions and sup-

positions.

Much of Ford's questioning dealt

with what the merged company would
do about placing features and other

programs in theatres or home televi-

sion or subscriber TV, assuming it

owned all three. Kintner maintained

he did not want to assume ABC-UPT
would have subscriber TV as well as

theatres and Home TV, but that if

Ford required him to make this as-

sumption, he would also assume ABC-
UPT had competition in each of the

three fields, and in that event, Kint-

ner maintained, the board could not

"manipulate" features either into its

UA in Market for

Key Films for TV
United Artists Television is in the

market for "new n>ajor television

properties" for release to telecasters.

For that purpose, John H. Mitchell,

director of UA TV, arrived in Holly-

wood from here yesterday.

Mitchell will conclude producer-
distributor financing and production
agreements with top TV-film produc-
ers for the addition of selected pro-

gram series to the current schedule of

UA TV releases.

W.B.-ABPC Plan
(Continued from page 1)

sis on increased American production
here for employment of frozen ster-

ling.

In anticipation thereof, Warner al-

ready has agreed to the production of

"Master of Ballentrae," and a second
important feature to star Audrey Hep-
burn. In addition, Warner and
ABPC have agreed to joint produc-
tion at Elstree studios on a larger

scale than ever before. Sir Philip said.

Four advantages are seen accruing
from the new plan, Sir Philip ex-
plained: the jointly produced films

will be entitled to quota credit, there-

by easing the A.B.C. circuit's booking
problems; the production costs will be
shared with the American company

;

the pictures will qualify for Eady
Plan aid, and the pictures will add to

ABPC's release schedule of important
product.

In addition. Sir Philip pointed out,

Warner will have set its unremittable
sterling to working profitably, with a

resultant increase in its volume of pro-
duction available for the American
and other markets.
ABPC generally will hold the

rights to distribution of tlie pictures

in the United Kingdom, South Africa,

Australia, New Zealand and possibly
other territories, but this will be sub-
ject to revision in the course of ex-
perience, the ruling principle to be
which party is likely to do the be.st

in any given territory.

theatres or its home broadcasting or

its subscriber TV, because there

would be too much competition from
other broadcasters or exhibitors for

the films.

Anyhow, Kintner said, theatres and
home television need different types

of programs ; the producers would
have lots to say as to which medium
showed their films ; the Paramount
consent decree required theatre-by-

theatre selling for films in theatres,

preventing monopolistic control by the

merged company ; and the FCC pre-

sumably would exercise supervision

over use of features on home and
subscriber television.

Kintner repeated earlier state-

ments of UPT president Leonard
Goldenson that the merged company
had no plans to engage in production

or distribution of theatre TV pro-

grams. Even if it did, however, it

"would not be incompatible with
home television," he declared.

Asked what he would do if the

major producers released to televi-

sion many of the features now in their

vaults, Kintner said ABC did not
have "too real an interest" in fea-

ture-length films for television, even
should they be available.

Final UA Audit Due
Around End of Week

Price, Waterhouse Company's audit

of United Artists' operations for 1951,

which during the past week was dis-

cussed at frequent intervals between
representatives of the accountancy firm
and the distributor, now is expected
to emerge in final form the latter part

of this week. Additional information
sought by Price, Waterhouse, was
supplied by UA, and will be incorpo-
rated in the final audit.

Jane Froman Cited
At USO Luncheon
Jane Froman was presented with a

special USO Camp Shows citation "in

appreciation of tireless efforts and un-
ceasing devotion to the men and
women of the Armed Forces," at a
testimonial luncheon at the Waldorf
Astoria here yesterday.

ASCAP Honors Miss Froman
Marking a departure from tradi-

tion, the members of ASCAP will
honor Jane Froman today at .their

annual dinner, saluting her forthcom-
ing film biography, "With a Song
in My Heart."

No hard-and-fast financing formula
is being set, he said. Each picture will

be considered on its merits.

Warter expressed himself as greatly

impressed with the new Warner-Color
system. He said the ABPC labora-

tories will be equipped to handle the

new process as soon as possible and
the studio will begin using it as ra-

pidly as Kodak can provide the raw
stock.

ABPC technicians will go to Hol-
lywood at once, he said, to familiarize

themselves with the technique and
costs of the new color process.

He also said the studio will begin

using magnetic recording, first for

newsreels, to be followed by features

in the course of next summer, with

RCA supplying the equipment.

Hellenic Association
Honors Skouras
Spyros P. Skouras, 20th Century-

Fox president, left last night for Cali-

fornia following a Washington ban-
quet tendered in his honor by the

American Hellenic and Educational
Progressive Association at which he

received a scroll naming him the

American-Greek who accomplished

most in the field of humanitarian and
philanthropic endeavor during 1950-

1951. Ed Sullivan, 20th Century-Fox
assistant publicity manager, left for

the Coast with Skouras.

HARRISON'S

REPORTS
(Reprinted from the famous
reviewing service— Harrison's
Repcrrts)

Waco'
starring Wild Bill Elliott

Very good from every angle— direction, acting and real-

ism. It has, in fact, been so

well produced that one is

made to feel as if witnessing a
real-life occurrence. A great
share of the credit should go
to director Lewis Collins. Al-
though the picture has been
photographed in a Western
locale, it is really not a West-
ern, but an outlaw picture,
with a story far different from
the ordinary run, for the hero
becomes an outlaw without
losing the spectator's good
will. Later he becomes a sher-
iff and cleans up a town of the
lawless element. Nor are the
other outlaws, with the excep-
tion of one, presented as
vicious men. There is plentiful

thrilling action, and the ro-

mance is mild but pleasant.

The outdoor scenery, enhanced
by good photography, is pleas-

ing. Vincent M. Fennelly pro-
duced it, and Lewis Collins

directed, it from a screen play
by Dan Ullman.
(Advt.) A Monogram Picture
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Arbitration

{Continued from page 1)

Allied general counsel, serving as

counsel.

Alitchell Wolfson, TOA president;

S. H. Fabian, TOA arbitration com-
mittee chairman, and Herman M.
Levy, general counsel, will be the

two delegates and counsel from the

TOA, Gael Sullivan, the organiza-

tion's executive director, indicated

here yesterday.

The ITOA will have as delegates

Harry Brandt, president, and Max A.
Cohen, it was announced by the or-

ganization. Notifications of appoint-

ments by the Metropolitan Motion
Picture Theatres Association and
Western Theatre Owners are ex-

pected momentarily.
Johnston's invitation indicated that

the arbitration conference would be

held in New York within 30 days of

last Friday. An exact date was not

set as of yesterday.

It is expected that H. V. (Rotus)
Harvey, WTO president, will desig-

nate himself as one of that organiza-

tion's two delegates, and that Edward
Rugofif, MMPTA president, will be

one of the MMPTA's delegates, since

the other three organizations' presi-

dents will be on hand.

Three company attorneys will serve

as counsel to the distributors' commit-
tee at the conference.

Leon Back Heads
(Continued from page 1)

Leventhal, William C. Allen, Stanley
Baker, Frank A. Hornig, Jr., Jack
L. Whittle, J. Robert Gruver, Milton
Schwaber, Joseph C. Grant and Ed-
ward F. Perotka.

Session for Teachers
Junior and senior high school teach-

ers who are participating in the in-

service course of 15 meetings co-spon-
sored by the Board of Education and
the Motion Picture Industry of New
York will devote today's meeting to a

discussion of the Stanley Kramer pro-
duction, "My Six Convicts."

Fly to fun and relaxation on a

cation

in the Sun Country
You're only hours away, by TWA, from
Phoenix, Las Vegas, Southern California.

Big savings with TWA's Family Half-
Fare Plan and Sky Tourist flights. See
your travel agent or call TWA.

r»4Mf WOniD AlPUftlS

U.S.A. • EUROPf • AFRICA • ASIA

Tornadoes Closed Many Theatres,
Damaged Marquees, Halted Prints
Memphis, March 24—The tornadoes which tore through sections

of Tennessee, Arkansas, Mississippi, Missouri and Kentucky, leav-
ing 214 dead, a thousand injured and millions in property damages,
closed many theaters temporarily because of power lines being
down. Wind damage to marquees and some theatre buildings was
marked. Some theatres were left without film when highway
patrolmen blocked off roads to disaster areas for the use only by
Red Cross rescue workers, ambulances and National Guard units.

Trucks carrying film to Judsonia, Arkansas, were turned back by
the highway patrolmen. Reports said only a Methodist church
escaped undamaged in Judsonia and it was turned into a hospital

for the injured.

Loew's Divorce Plan
{Continued from page 1)

912,000, compared with other

profits of $18,666,000.

In 1947, theatre profits amounted
to $12,784,000 and other profits to

$6,120,000. In 1948, theatres account-

ed for $12,472,000 profit, while other

Loew's operations resulted in a loss

of $4,101,000. The following year

theatre profits amounted to $12,583,-

000, while other operations lost $1,-

795,000. In 1950, non-theatre opera-

tions returned to the black, showing
a profit of $2,712,000, compared with

theatre profit of $9,896,000, and last

year non-theatre operations again

forged ahead of theatre operations,

$7,243,000 to $6,944,000.

Equal for 10-Year Period

For the 10-year period the profits

between the theatre and non-theatre

operations were almost equal—$100,-

978,000 for the former, and $100,-

859,000 for the latter.

The statement reveals that
slightly more than 10 per cent
of Loew's feature film rentals

came from its own theatres,

approximately 140 of them, in

the three years 1949 through
1951.

Film rentals in 1949, including sales

of accessories, amounted to $98,393,-

794, of which $9,916,000 came from
wholly owned Loew's theatres and
$2,361,000 from partly owned subsi-

diaries. In 1950, rentals aggregated
$102,824,820, of which Loew's wholly
owned theatres contributed $9,248,000

and partly owned, $2,092,000. Last
year, rentals were $106,991,762, and
Loew's wholly owned theatres paid

$8,817,000, and partly owned subsi-

diaries, $1,498,000.

The theatre figures include foreign

operations and in those instances also

include charges for shorts, newsreels,

etc.

The distribution receipts also in-

clude the following from foreign

operations: 1949, $33,927,399; 1950,

$37,130,841 ; 1951, $39,757,772.

Total domestic and foreign theatre

receipts were: 1949, $50,600,958;

1950, $46,497,366; 1951, $43,620,331,

representing a decree of $7,000,000 in

theatre receipts in the three - year
period.

The company notes that pro forma
balance sheets giving effect to the

separate operations of production-dis-

trilmtion and the new theatre company
cannot be ascertained with any degree
of accuracy at this time, because the

divorcement is not required to be
completed before Feb. 6, 1954, and
distribution of the new stock from
one to three years thereafter.

The plan is the first in the industry

to achieve divorcement by the forma-
tion of one instead of two new com-
panies, as was done in the cases of

Paramount and RKO. Loew's will

continue in existence and a new thea-

tre company will be formed to which
the domestic and Canadian theatre

assets will be assigned and which
will assume its share of the funded
debt and certain other liabilities of

Loew's. The latter will reduce its

capitalization to a probable 3,000,000

shares of authorized common, com-
pared with the present 6,000,000

shares. It is contemplated that the

new theatre company also will have
3,000,000 shares of authorized stock.

Loew's stockholders will re-

ceive one-half share in both
companies for each share of

Loew's stock held. Officers, di-

rectors, agents and certain em-
ployes of the companies will be
required to dispose of their
stock in the company with which
they are not associated within
six months after the stock dis-

tribution date. The company
states it has been advised that
the reorganization will be tax
free.

If the plan is not approved by the

stockholders by June 6, next, the

consent decree under which it was
developed, becomes void and the gov-
ernment anti-trust suit against Loew's
will be restored to the court docket
without prejudice.

Still Far in Future

The name of the new theatre com-
pany, to be designated by Loew's,
and the officers of the new and the

continuing companies have not yet

been decided upon, according to the

proxy statement, because the effective

date is still so far in the future.

The statement notes that as of now,
the new theatre company would have
143 theatres in the U. S., of which
20 are to be divested and 55 are sub-
ject to future product limitations or

to contingent divestiture. Of 70 New
Yor'K theatres, 54 are subject to the

latter prospects.

In addition to picture operations,

Loew's will continue to own or have
interests in radio stations, music pub-
lishing, phonograph record - making
and foreign theatre and film interests.

Loew's Directors Up
For Reelection

The present 11 members of Loew's
board of directors are proposed for

reelection at the company's annual
meeting of stockholders here April 29.

They are: George A. Brownell, Leo-
pold Friedman, F. Joseph Holleran,

Tells NT Meet
(Continued from page 1)

only 42 per cent since 1940, whereas
the value of the dollar has decreased

45j^ per cent in that period. The con-
census of the roundtable discussion on
this subject was that admission prices

should not be cut. At the same time,

he said, increasing admission for

standout attractions, such as "Quo
Vadis" and "David and Bathsheba,"
although well deserved and frequently

advisable, should not be fixed policy.

Taking up the divorcement and
divestiture, Skouras said, "We shall

follow to the letter the government's
decree, without undertaking maneuvers
of any kind." He pointed out that the

circuit will have a new board of direc-

tors, and will have its stock listed on
the market. John Bertero, in a ques-

tion-answer period, explained the legal

and market aspects of the divestiture

procedure.
The afternoon was given over to

departmental meetings, with Ed Zabel,

Thornton Sargent and R. H. McCul-
lough presiding.

Delegates will witness a Telemeter
demonstration at the Telemeter fac-

tory tomorrow night.

Reinhardt Coming Here
Hollywood, Mach 24. — Gottfried

Reinhardt heads for Broadway shortly

in a search for new faces for "Equi-
librium," one of the episodes in

M-G-M's trilogy, "Story of Three
Loves," which he will direct. Rein-

hardt has just completed "The Jeal-

ous Lover," also part of this triple-

decker which Sidney A. Franklin is

producing.

Eugene W. Leake, C. C. Moskowitz,
William A. Parker, William F. Rod-
gers, J. Robert Rubin, Nicholas M.
Schenck, Joseph R. Vogel and Henry
Rogers Winthrop.
The company's proxy statement

shows the following salary and other

compensation paid for the 1951 fiscal

year : Friedman, $130,357 plus retire-

ment benefits; Leake, $25,100; E. J.

Mannix, $159,036, plus $43,571 com-
pensation based on profits, plus retire-

ment benefits ; L. B. Mayer, $156,-

429, plus $143,571 compensation
based on profits

;
Moskowitz, $156,-

429, plus retirement benefits
;
Rodgers,

$114,714, plus retirement benefits and
funds in escrow

;
Rubin, $104,286,

plus $76,612 compensation based on
profits, plus retirement benefits

;

Schenck, $130,357, plus compensation
based on profits, plus retirement bene-

fits, and Vogel, $156,429, plus retire-

ment benefits.
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Inside New York— 50 years ago . .

.

Re-creating a corner of old New York for the theater is

a stage designer's problem.
But re-creating it so that the color camera will see it

and the sound camera hear it as the eye saw it and the
ear heard it 50 years ago is quite another story.

It is in reducing problems of this character that the

Eastman Technical Service is of great service. Their
representatives collaborate with studio technicians;

they scrutinize the scenery, establish hght and color

balances; they help select type of film, color or black-

and-white, best to use. Special laboratory procedures,

too, may be worked out to ensure precise processing

—

all to make sure that every foot of film produces
best results.

To maintain this service, the Eastman Kodak Com-
pany has branches at strategic centers . . . invites

inquiry on aU phases of film use from all members of
the industry. Address:

Motion Picture Film Department

EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY
Rochester 4, N. Y.

Cast Coast Division Midwest Division West Coast Division

342 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 137 North Wabash Avenue, Chicago 2, Illinois 6706 Santa Monica Blvd., Hollywood 38, California
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US Films Hit,

Praised for

Effect Abroad

state Dep't. Wants to

Film Its Own 'Messages'

^^'ASHI^-GTOX, ]March 25.—Hol-

lywood films both help and harm

the U. S. abroad, Herbert T. Ed-

wards, chief of the State Depart-

ment's Motion Picture Division, told

a House appropriations sub-commit-

tee today.

Edwards testified on the divi-

sion's request for 810,600,000 for

its regular non-theatrical dis-

tribution program for the 1952-

.53 fiscal year, plus $4,658,000 for

special feature-length films for

showing in theatres in the

Near, Middle and Far East. He
said the Department proposed

to make about 18 such films,

designed to counteract Commu-
nist propaganda films being

shown in the same areas.

The films, averaging about six reels

(Continued on page 6)

Stress Children's

Shows at NT Meet

Hollywood, Ivlarch 25.—Emphasiz-

ing the importance of children's

shows, at National Theatres annual

meeting, Dick Smith, Phoenix, point-

ed out that the present members of

Fox Theatre's Leaders Club for chil-

dren, maintained for the past 21 years,

are the children of the original mem-
bers, who are the house's best adult

customers.
Harold Rice, Denver, speaking on

staff courtesy and safety instruction,

made the point that airlines, hotels,

(Continued on page 6)

$14,585,637 Paid

To Ascap During '51

ASC.A.P during 1951 collected $14,-

585,637 in performing right royalties

from all commercial users of music

except motion pictures, it was revealed

yesterday from a finance committee

report to the Society's annual mem-
bership meeting at the Waldorf As-

toria Hotel here.

Negotiations have been underway
for some time with film producers to

set up contracts to collect $1,400,000

{Continued on page 7)

Buchman Trial Is

Set for May 26

Washington, March 25. —
Producer Sidney Buchman to-

day pleaded "not guiltj" to a
two-count indictment for con-

tempt of Congress.
Buchman was indicted for

failing to appear on two dif-

ferent occasions to testify be-
for the House Un-American
Activities Committee. He was
arraigned today before U. S.

District Court Chief Judge
Bolitha Laws, made the "not
guilty" pleas, and had his

trial set for May 26. Mean-
while, he was released on §1,-

000 bond. Should he be con-
victed he would be subject to
up to a year in jail and/or a
§1,000 fine on each count.

Sales Committee on
Arbitration Holds

First Meeting Here

Confidence in arbitration as a
means of settling intra-industry dis-

putes and the hope that an agreement
can be arrived at in the coming ex-
hibitor-distributor conferences here
next month was expressed by William
F. Rodgers, chairman of the distribu-

tors arbitration negotiating committee,
following the first meeting of that
committee yesterday.

Rodgers said that no procedure for

the joint meetings has been set yet but
(Contintied oti page 10)

Rodgers States His

Reasons for Not
Taking Compo Post

Having relinquished his position as

general sales manager of Loew's only
last winter for reasons of health, and
to make it possible to get some much-
needed rest, William F. Rodgers told

a trade press conference at his office

here yesterday that the same reasons
prevented him from accepting the
presidency of the Council of Motion
Picture Organizations which was be-
ing urged on him by all COMPO
member units.

Rodgers explained that he had pre-
viously agreed to serve as chairman
of the distributors' sub-committee for

negotiation with exhibitors of an in-

dustry arbitration plan and that, when
he was urged while in Florida to take
the COAIPO presidency, he had re-

plied that he could not accept it.

He said he was approached again
i_Continiied on page 10)

Sees No TV Future

For Feature Films

Washixgton, March 25.—Ameri-
can Broadcasting Co. president Ro-
bert E. Kintner today stuck by his
prediction that Hollywood features
would not bulk large in his network's
television programs.
On the stand at the Federal Com-

munications Commission's Paramount
hearings, Kintner was closely ques-
tioned on this point by Du]\Iont attor-

(Continued on page 7)

Bergman^ Coyne Lead Off
Compo Speakers^ Activity
The Council of Motion Picture Organizations speakers bureau, author-

ized last month by the industry agency's executive board, will commence
operations early in IMay, Arthur L. ]\Ia3'er, CG^MPQ executive vice-
president, disclosed here yesterday.

Two tours, one by Maurice Berg-
man of L^niversal-International, and
the other by Robert Coyne,
COMPO special counsel, will serve

to inaugurate the bureau's activities.

Bergman will lead off with ad-

dresses before audiences in several

Ohio communities for two weeks be-

ginning Jvlay 5. Several towns in Vir-

ginia will be the points where Coyne's
addresses will be made, beginning

May 12.

Bergman's itinerary is being ar-

ranged by Robert A. Wile, secretary

of the Independent Theatre Owners of

Ohio, who has advised COMPO that

(Continued on page 10)

Kanturek Resigns

MPEA Austria Post

Joseph B. Kanturek, Motion Pic-

ture Export Association publicitj' su-

per\'isor in Austria since 1946, has
resigned that post, effective Alarch
31. Kanturek is currently in this

country negotiating a new post.

MPEA's operations in Austria will

draw to a close late this summer.
Austrian production now runs up

(Continued on page 10)

Court Sustains

22 Percentage

Suits in East

Nationwide Impact Seen
In W. Va. Motion Denial

Charleston, W. Va., 2^Iarch 25.

—Rejection by U. S. Judge Ben
Moore of a defense motion for dis-

missal of 22 percentage suits here
is regarded by distributors' counsel

as having possible nationwide impact.

The motion was aimed at throwing
out the distributor suits on the claim
that various activities of the film com-
panies in this state constituted a do-
ing of business in West Virginia
which required them to qualify and se-

cure authority from the Secretary of

State of West Virginia as foreign

corporations.

According to distributor counsel.

Judge Moore's ruling on the motion
for summary judgment is significant

in that similar situations exist in over
20 states which are served by the dis-

tributors from branch offices located

(Continued on page 6)

MoreAluminum and
Copper, Less Steel

Washington, March 25.—Theatre
equipment makers and other industry
firms will get more aluminum and
copper in the third quarter than in the
second, but less steel, the National
Production Authoritj^ revealed.

It allocated the motion picture di-

vision, for parcelling out to industry
firms, only 6,219 tons of steel for the
third quarter. This is the lowest al-

lotment yet, and compares with a

peak of 8.909 tons in the third quar-
ter of 1951 and 7,516 tons in the sec-

ond quarter of this year.

Fleisher, Knox on
N.E. Allied Board

Boston, March 25. — A special

meeting of executives and members of

the board of directors of the Allied

Theatres of New England was held

toda}- to fill two existing vacancies on
the board of directors of that exhib-

itor organization. It was announced
that Theodore Fleisher. president of

Interstate Theatres of New England,
replaced the late E. Harold Stone-

man and Winthrop S. Knox of the

Middlesex Amusement Co. of Maiden,
Mass., has replaced Lloyd C. Clark.
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Personal Mention5 from Para, in

July, August
Five top-budget pictures will be re-

leased by Paramount in July and Aug-
ust, it was announced bere by A. W.
Schwalberg, president of Paramount
Film Distributing Corp. An addi-

tional eight pictures are tentatively

scheduled from September through
December.
Leading off is Cecil B. DeMille's

Technicolor film, 'The Greatest

Show on Earth," which goes into

general release in July. Also sched-

uled for July are "The Savage," star-

ring Charlton Heston, and W. Som-
erset Maugham's "Encore."
The two August releases are "Car-

rie" and "Son of Paleface." "Carrie"

was produced and directed by William
Wyler, and stars Laurence Olivier

and Jennifer Jones. "Son of Pale-

face," in Technicolor, stars Bob Hope
with Jane Russell and Roy Rogers.
Nine of the 13 pictures tentatively

scheduled for release between July
and December are in color by Tech-
nicolor, the largest percentage in

Paramount's history. Each film, ac-

cording to Schwalberg, will be
backed by a far-reaching advertising,

publicity and exploitation campaign.
The tentative release program from

September includes : Bing Crosby's
Technicolor musical, "Just for You,"
co-starring Jane Wyman and Ethel
Barrymore ; and "The Blazing For-
est," in Technicolor, produced by
William Pine and William Thomas,
and starring John Payne.

Scheduled for October is the Betty
Hutton Technicolor musical, "Some-
body Loves Me," produced by Wil-
liam Perlberg and George Seaton.
The second October release is "Carib-
bean Gold," in Technicolor, produced
by William Pine and William Thomas
and starring John Payne.

November's schedule includes Dean
Martin and Jerry Lewis in Hal Wal-
lis' "The Stooge," and "This Is Dy-
namite," starring William Holden.

In December Bob Hope, Bing
Crosby and Dorothy Lamour "hit

the road" again in "Road to Bali,"

in Technicolor. Completing the
year's releases is Nat Holt's "Hur-
ricane Smith," in Technicolor, star-

ring Yvonne De Carlo.

Mort Goodman in

Ad Agency Post
Hollywood, March 25. — Mort

Goodman, studio advertising-publicity

director of Republic for the past six

years, has resigned to accept the vice-

presidency of the Stodel Advertising
Co., effective April 1. In addition to
vice-presidential activities, Goodman
w ill handle the agency's motion picture
department.

Republic has not yet announced a
successor.

Lockwood Heads Fund
Boston, March 25.—Arthur Lock-

wood has been named 1952 general

chairman of the Children's Cancer Re-
search Foundation "Jimmy Fund"
drive, by the New England Variety
Tent No. 23.

NED DEPINET, RKO Pictures

president, will end his Phoenix,

Arizona, vacation next week and will

go back to Hollywood from there

before returning to New York.
•

Abe Berenstein, M-G-M exploit-

eer for Albany and Buffalo, will tra-

vel with the "Movietime, U.S.A."
star tour that is scheduled for the

Albany exchange area during the

week of April 21.
•

Seymour M. Peyser, United Art-
ists vice-president and general counsel,

and Mrs. Peyser, yesterday became
parents of their second daughter, born
at Harkness Pavilion Hospital here.

•

Roger Manvell, British Film
Academy director, will arrive here

from London Saturday via BOAC
plane.

F. J. A. McCarthy, Universal
Southern and Canadian sales manager,
will leave here today for Cincinnati.

Julian Lesser, independent film

producer, will leave here Monday for

London via BOAC plane.

Marta Toren will leave here to-

morrow for London via BOAC plane.
•

Alfred E. Daff, Universal sales

vice-president, is ill with the flu.

HM. RICHEY, M-G-M exhibitor
• relations head, has returned

here from a Florida vacation.
•

Alfred R. Corwin of the press re-

lations staff of the Motion Picture

Association of America here, will

speak on "Motion Pictures as Mes-
sengers of Democracy" at the New
School for Social Research here to-

today.
•

Elmer F. Lux, Darnell Theatres
general manager and president of the

Buffalo city council, is acting mayor
while Mayor Joseph Mruk is on va-

cation.
•

Herbert Wixson, Jerry Fairbanks
Productions West Coast sales head,

flew to San Francisco yesterday from
Hollywood.

•

David Golding, national director of

advertising-publicity for Samuel Gold-
wyn Productions, will arrive here
Friday from the Coast.

•

Mike Rosen of Loew's Theatres
operating department, has left here
for a Palm Springs vacation.

•

Ben Katz, Universal Mid-West
field exploitation representative, is in

New York from Chicago.

Hugo Fregonese, director, will ar-

rive here today from Hollywood.

Newsreel
Parade

JCADEMY AWARD night in
-^1 Hollywood, Cardinal Spellman's
Catholic Charities appeal and the

havoc wrought by tornadoes are cur-

,

rent newsreel highlights. Other items
include people in the news and sports.

Complete contents jollotv:

MOiVIETONE NEWS, No. 26-Hmidreds
die in tornadoes. Gen. Eisenhower meets
French press. Geu. Gruenther home to re-
port. Gen. Van Fleet meets orphans. Dutch
air crash kills 42. Cardinal Spellman appeals
for Catholic Charities. Sports thriller.

Bowlers.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. ZeOL-Torna-
does wreak havoc. Gen. MacArthur's
speech. Operation Haylift. Cardinal Spell-
man's Catholic Charities appeal. MGM's
"An American in Paris" wins Oscar. Olym-
pic sports carnival. Log rollers in action.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 63i-Torna-
does wreak havoc. Oscar night in Holly-
wood. Gen. Eisenhower, Gen. Gruentlier
and Gen. MacArthur in the news. Olympic
sports carnival.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 13A—Torna-
does leave destruction. Japanese Treaty
signed. Easter Parade in Florida. ABC
bowling meet.

UNIVERSAL, NEWS, No. 5461-Torna-
does wreak havoc. Academy Awards night
in Hollywood. Cat in tree. Cardinal Spell-
man. Bowling congress. Olympic carnival.

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 65—Bad
weather takes tragic toll. Academy Awards
night in Hollywood. Gen. Gruenther here to
testify on foreign aid. Olympic cranival.
Bowling congress.

State Dept. May Get

Guaranty Program

Washington, March 25.—Admin-
istration officials have tentatively de-
cided to urge Congress to continue
the information media guaranty pro-
gram, but to transfer it from the
Mutual Security Agency to the State
Department.

Senator Mundt (R., S. D.) re-

cently told the Senate he understood
the Administration was prepared to
recommend abandonment of the pro-
gram, under which film companies,
book publishers and others are guar-
anteed convertibility of earnings in

certain foreign countries. It is now
learned, however, that present Ad-
ministration thinking is not to give
up the program entirely, but merely
to switch it to the State Department.

John W, Whiie^ei,
Skouras Treasurer
John W. White, 61, of New Ro-

chelle, N. Y., treasurer of Skouras
Theatres Corp., died Monday at his

home.
White first became associated with

the Federal Reserve Bank of .St.

Louis. He resigned to join the St.

Louis Amusement Co., operated by
the Skouras brothers. When Skouras
Theatres moved its interests to New
York City, White joined in the ca-
pacity of treasurer.

Funeral services will be held tomor-
row at 11 :00 A. M. at the George
T. Davis Memorial Chapel in New
Rochelle. White is survived by the

widow, Helen, a son, John F. White
of St. Louis, and five sisters.

Milwaukee Independents

Hit Para. Bidding Plan
Milwaukee, March 25.—Vigorous opposition to Paramount's special

Milwaukee releasing and film bidding plan was sounded at a meeting

here of Wisconsin Allied and other independent exhibitors, and a film

committee headed by Ben Marcus is devising the groundwork for a sub-

stitute plan, minus provisions for bid

ding. Irving Werthamer, local

branch manager for Paramount, at-

tended the meeeting to hear the exhib-

itors' complaints.

The plan—highlights of which ap-

peared in Motion Picture Daily on
March 13—was said to be "unfair to

second, third and fourth-run theatres"

and was condemned "in its entirety as

being unworkable, unreasonable and
detrimental to the best interests of the

theatres in the city of Milwaukee."
Besides their opposition to the Para-

mount plan, the independents regis-

tered their opposition to the clearance

structure as set up for pictures com-
ing out of downtown runs wherein
thev find it difficult to properly book
their houses when the clearance dif-

fers depending on what downtown the-

atre the pictures play. They feel that

whatever clearance is given from any
one downtown house should be the

same for that company's product
throughout the city.

Marcus stated that if there is any
merit in Paramount's desire to elimi-

nate so many day-and-date runs and
thev feel the day-and-date runs in

Milwaukee are detrimental to grosses

in these theatres, then a ulan can be

devised whereby the bookings could

be staggered, a staggered releasing

system to the theatres could be ar-

ranged which would eliminate so

many day-and-date runs without re-

sorting to bidding. "There may be
some merit in a modified releasing

system in Milwaukee, but whatever
plan is developed, it cannot involve
bidding," said a statement.

Wisconsin Allied's film committee
consists of Marcus as chairman, S. J.
Goldberg, Oliver Trampe, J. Goder-
ski, Angelo Provinzano and A. M.
La Porte. They are preparing the
groundwork for a new plan, and at a
later date will invite a representative
group of independent and circuit ex-
hibitors to arrive at a workable plan
to present to the distributors.

Paramount executives at the home
office here had no comment on the

Milwaukee bidding situation.

Roland, Stanwyck Guests
Hollywood, March 25. — Gilbert

Roland, currently starring in "The
Miracle of Our Lady of Fatima," will

be honor guest with Barbara Stan-

wyck at an interview-luncheon to be

given by the Hollywood Foreign Cor-

respondents Association on Thursday
at Giro's.
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Reviews
"The Captive City"
{Aspen Pictures— United Artists)

UNITED ARTISTS and exhibitors who book the picture owe it top-
drawer promotional campaigns. For two reasons : one, it's a sharply

realistic, splendidly acted and directed crime-fighting melodrama with a solid
entertainment wallop, and, two, it has no cast names for the marquee. Given
the caliber of advertising and exploitation it deserves, "The Captive City"
in due time could easily be counted among the money-making surprises that
showmen delight in.

Coming unheralded as it does, Theron Warth's production qualifies for
the_ reviewer's term, "a sleeper." And linked as it is with the continuing
nationwide investigations into crime and corruption (Senator Estes Kefauver
makes an epilogue appearance), "The Captive City" reflects considerably to

the credit of the industry by virtue of its eye-opening warning of the dangers
inherent in "harmless" local gambling. The principal danger pointed up in the
ably written screenplay of Karl Kamb and Alvin Josephy, Jr., is the readi-

ness of gargantuan crime syndicates to make prey of little, independent
"bookies."

As the tale of a small-town newspaper editor's picking up of the threads
of investigation unfolds, Lee Garmes' camera captures every nuance of terror

and shock so that vi'hat once was a matter-of-fact, almost leisurely recita-

tion of events resolutely builds into a startling expose of the big-time
criminal's grip upon the everyday citizens of a small community.
John Forsythe, a newcomer to the screen, endows the role of the defiant

editor with a validity that can be achieved only by accurate under-acting.

As the wife who shares with him the terrors his investigations and head-
lines lead to, Joan Camden, another newcomer, is equally fine. And in the
roles of ordinary people who in one way or another are caught in the maze
of slowly surfacing corruption, Harold J. Kennedy, Marjorie Crossland, Vic-
tor Sutherland, Ray Teal, Martin Milner, Geraldine Hall and the many others

in support contribute vitally to what emerges as a top-flight melodrama in

the semi-documentary tradition. Robert Wise's direction, needless to say,

is primarily responsible for the "new look" taken on by the not uncommon
theme in Josephy's original story.

Running time, 91 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

April 25. Charles L. Fkanke

"Thief of Damascus'*
(Columbia)

ABASHING, swashbuckling costume drama has been turned out with
fanciful trimmings in "Thief of Damascus." Opulent scenes and settings

thread through the picture, with color by Technicolor adding its vivid strokes.

The screenplay shows a continuous tendency towards romantic flights as well

as taking liberties with credulity, but it sets up an Arabian nights mood that

makes it all pleasingly entertaining and visually exciting. With proper ex-

ploitation it should do well with the family trade.

The screenplay, fashioned by Robert E. Kent, is set in Damascus in the

year of 684 A. D., with Paul Henreid playing the fearless, adventurous lover

of honor and justice, while John Sutton is properly villainous as the Khalid
who would bring the city to its knees. There are numerous costume-clad

women in the film, but the leads go to Helen Gilbert, as the princess in love

with Henreid, and Jef¥ Donnell, as Sheherazade, a story-telling lady of

the harem.
Throughout the picture, Henreid, aided by Robert Clary and Lon Chaney,

Jr., plays a tantalizing cat-and-mouse game with the invaders of the city.

There are flights and chases, as well as battle scenes of varying size and
scope. What really helps the side of righteousness to overcome the enemy is

the utilization of the famous Damascus swords.

The climax epitomizes the tone of the picture. In it the evil Khalid decides

to lure Henreid out in the open by announcing the public execution of the

princess. By shrewd strategy Henreid not only rescues the princess but

vanquishes the oppressor. Sam Katzman produced and Will Jason directed.

Running time, 78 minutes. General audience classification. For April re-

lease. Mandel Herbstman
Other Revieivs on Page 11.

GPE Sales Up,

Income Down
Although consolidated net sales

of General Precision Equipment Corp.

in 1951 were higher than in the pre-

vious year, net earnings were lower,

due principally to "a progressive re-

duction" during the year in the sale

of theatre equipment, the company
stated here yesterday.

Rising sales volume by subsidiaries

engaged in other fields and an in-

'creased volume of defense business,

while more than compensating in

sales dollars, did not carry the same
profit margins as normally enjoyed

in theatre lines, Iiarle G. Hines,

chairman of the board, and Herman
G. Place, president, pointed out in

the company's annual report to share-

holders.

Consolidated net sales in 1951 ag-

gregated $29,872,429, compared with

$27,072,360 for 1950. Consolidated

net income for 1951, before the addi-

tion of special items, amounted to

$596,546, after provision of $460,000

for Federal income taxes. These
earnings are equivalent to 99 cents

per share on the 601,087 outstanding

shares of common stock, and compare
with 1950 net earnings of $871,899,

after allowing $720,000 for Federal
income taxes, equal to $1.45 per com-
mon share.

The company's profit and loss state-

j ment shows the addition of special

j

items_ of $413,496 in 1951 and $269,-

1199
in 1950 as net adjustments to

capital assets and leaseholds and to

allowances for depreciation and amor-
tization incident to settlement of taxes

on income for prior years.

MGM's Wolf Has
18 Speaking Dates

Maurice N. Wolf, field assistant to

H. M. Richey, M-G-M exhibition re-

lations head, has 18 speaking engage-
ments to promote industry goodwill
lined up between now and mid-May.
He will open his tour of a number
of Florida towns today before the

Optimists Club in Tampa. Tomor-
row he will speak before the Optim-
ists Club at Seminole Heights,
Tampa. On March 28, he will con-
clude his March engagements by
speaking before the Rotary at St.

Petersburg.
Nine engagements in April start off

with an appearance before the Ki-
wanis at Bradenton on April 1. The
following day he will talk to the Ro-
tary Club at Sarasota. His next ap-
pearance will be on April 9 before the
Exchange Club at Lakeland. On
April 15 he is to appear before the
Optimists at Miami Beach. Two days
later he will be in Miami at the Op-
timists Club, and the following day he
will speak before the Optimists in Ft.

Lauderdale. Talks before the Rotary
Club in West Palm Beach on April
22; the Rotary at Sanford on April
28 and the Lions Club at Deland on
April 29 will wind up the April en-
gagements.

Six engagements in May consist
of appearances before the Kiwanis
at Orlando on May 2; Rotary, Day-
tona_ Beach, May 5; University of
Florida, Gainsville, May 6 ; Meninak
Club, Jacksonville, May 7, and the
Kiwanis and Lions clubs on May 8.

Chapman Heads UA
Branch Operations

Jules K. Chapman, former assist-

ant general manager of Film Classics

and head of exchange operations and

home office administration of Eagle-

Lion Classics, has been appointed head

of branch operations of United Art-

ists, by A. E. Bollengier, treasurer

of UA.
Chapman replaces John Powers,

resigned.

Testing New Title
Brandt's Globe Theatre here is cur-

rently advertising "Red Skies of Mon-
tana" as "Smoke Jumpers." If the lat-

ter title is successful in New York,

20th Century-Fox will probably try it

out in other parts of the country.

Reorganization
Delays 20th Meet
The annual stockholders' meeting of

20th Century-Fox, which is usually
held in mid-April, has been set for
May 20, in New York. The extension
is necessary in order to complete di-

vorcement and reorganization plans.

FDR Film at the Astor
"FDR Hyde Park," a 16-minute

documentary dealing with the back-
ground of the late President at his
Hudson River Valley estate, will open
at the Astor Theatre here today on
the same program with "My Six Con-
victs." The short was made by Pic-
torial Films, Inc.

GIVE to the American Red Cross.

in Brief •

The Will Rogers Memorial Fund
will receive all proceeds from a $10-
per-plate annual beefsteak dinner
which Allied Theatre Owners of New
Jersey will hold April 8 at the Ritz
Restaurant in Passaic, it was an-
nounced here by Wilbur Snaper who
is president of both New Jersey and
national Allied.

Invitations to the afi^air are being
sent to what Snaper described as a
record-breaking number of individuals
in distribution, exhibition and related
fields in this area.

•

Minneapolis, March 25. — Lowell
Smoots, Little Falls exhibitor, and
Stan Kane, executive counsel of North
Central Allied, will preside in that
town tomorrow at the first of a series

of NCA regional meetings to be held
throughout this territory prior to the
organization's annual convention on
May 1-2.

•

Alfred Starr of Nashville, repre-
senting the Theatre Owners of Amer-
ica, and William C. Allen of Balti-
more, representing national Allied,
have been added to the admission tax
committee recently appointed by the
Council of Motion Picture Organiza-
tions' executive committee. The com-
mittee is headed by Robert J. O'Don-
nell and H. A. Cole, both of Dallas.

•

Kansas City, March 25.—A suit
asking treble damages of $750,000 has
been filed in Federal Court by the Ritz
Theater Corp. of St. Joseph against
eight film corporations for failure to
make first-run pictures available.
The defendants are 20th Century-

Fox, Loew's, RKO, Warner, United
Artists, Columbia Pictures, and Uni-
versal. The corporation owns the Up-
town in St. Joseph and alleges the de-
fendants give first-run pictures to the
other four theaters in St. Joseph.

•

L. Wolfe Gilbert, chairman of the
ASCAP West Coast committee, has
been reelected to that post. Six mem-
bers are elected annually by mail bal-
lotting. The other five are : Leo Robin,
William Grant Still, John W. Green,
Harry Warren and Jimmy McHugh.
Still and McHugh are new members.
The four others were reelected.

•

London, March 25.—The bill au-
thorizing an additional £2,000,000 ($5,-
600,000) for the National Film Fi-
nance Corp. has passed the committee
stage in the House of Commons and
will now come up for its formal third
reading before being sent to the House
of Lords. The intention is that it be-
come law before the Easter recess of
Parliament.

•

S. H. Fabian, president of the Fa-
bian Theatres Corp., has been named
chairman of a testimonial dinner in
honor of New York State Attorney
General Nathaniel Goldstein at the
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria May 1. Gold-
stein is national campaign chairman of
the Medical Center sponsored by
Yeshiva University.

•

A special honor scroll was pre-
sented to Frank Sinatra last night on
CBS-TV by the New York Cinema
Lodge of B'nai B'rith for his efforts
in promoting inter-faith understand-
ing.
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House Group Kills

Copyright Change

Washington, March 25.—The
House Judiciary Committee today

killed a copyright bill which govern-

ment and industry officials said was
needed to keep foreign governments
from retaliating against U. S. films,

books, songs and other works.
The measure would have removed a

provision of the U. S. Copyright Act
which provides that foreigners writing

in English must have their books ac-

tually printed here to get full U. S.

copj'right protection. The Commit-
tee was warned that unless this

change was voted, retaliation might be
expected. U. S. book manufacturers
and unions opposed the change, how-
ever, and the committee voted today
to table the measure indefinitely.

MOT Film to Guild 50th
Norman Elson, president of Guild

Enterprises, has set a deal for March
of Time's feature, "If Moscow
Strikes," which will have a premiere
at the Guild 50th Street here at an
as yet unknown date, following the

run there of "The Royal Journey."

New Disney Color Comics
A new Disney cartoon series of

Sunday color comics, titled "Wa,lt
Disney's Treasury of Classic Tales,"
will be released on a world-wide basis

in mid-July by King Features Syndi-
cate, it was announced by Charles
Levy, Elastern publicity representative
for the Disney organization.

GIVE to the American Red Cross.

U.S. Films Hit, Praised
(Continued from page 1)

each, would be produced in five or

more locations from Cairo to Tokyo.
They would be handled entirely on
contract, and would probably involve

some local capital investment, Ed-
wards said.

Edwards' apparent implication was
that Hollywood cannot be counted up-

on to produce the propaganda films

the State Department would like to

see made, so the Department would
like to produce its own films.

Chairman Rooney (D., N. Y.) asked

whether commercial companies weren't

sending pictures into these regions in

native languages. Edwards replied

they were, but that these films were
primarily about things that have hap-
pened in the U. S., and that the U. S.

companies have rarely gone to a coun-
try like Thailand and produced a film

there to show the old culture is ac-

tually best and can be preserved and
the country still can be developed with
American aid. This is what State plans

to do, he said.

Rooney then asked what was the

native reaction to Hollywood films.

Edwards said "American feature films

are very popular all over the world,"
but under further questioning, admit-
ted "there is a considerable amount
of evidence from the field" that many
of them harm the U. S. He said he
had in mind "pictures that show mem-
bers of the Congress as corrupt in-

dividuals who are subject to bribes . . .

pictures that show the American press
as venal," when shown overseas "to

people who do not have the back-
ground for understanding them."

THE

TITLE

TELLS

Affair
starring

EVELYN DENNIS

KEYESOKEEFE

thru UA

Edwards emphasized that
"there are many very, very ex-
cellent pictures made by the
Hollywood industry that go
abroad and do us great credit
and a great deal of good. I do
not want the record to state
that because of these relatively
few pictures that I have men-
tioned, that do us harm, that
there are not also many pic-
tures that do us a great deal of
good."

As of Jan. 31, the subcommittee was
told, the Department's regular film
program had 275 general subject films
in circulation overseas. These have
been recorded in a total of 5,866 lan-
guage versions, and there have been
86,670 prints. In addition, 1,821 titles

dealing with medical, technical and
scientific subjects, and there are 3,642
prints of these titles, all in English.
Department films now get anywhere

from 250,000 to 300,000 showings a
year, Edwards said. He estimated that

during the 1950-51 fiscal year, they
were shown to about 450,000,000 peo-
ple.

The increase in the division's reg-
ular budget, Edwards said, would per-

mit an additional 17,000 print reels in

the coming year, and the addition of

three more languages. It would also

allow acquisition of 45 more films

from private sources and the replace-

ment of 300 projectors and 43 mobile
units.

Under critical questioning from
Rooney and other committee members,
Edwards defended State Department
participation in international film fes-

tivals. The subcommittee also indi-

cated in all its questioning a consider-

able doubt about the quality of the

division's films.

During the current fiscal year, the

State Department film division re-

ceived a $10,225,230 appropriation.

Children's Shows
(Continued from page 1)

department stores, etc., use films to

teach their staffs, whereas theatres do
not, but should.

Ernest Sturm, San Diego, spoke on
community relations, citing circuit

president Charles P. Skouras' con-

spicuous leadership in civic affairs.

The meetings run through Thurs-
day.

George Seed Promoted
Albany, N. Y., March 25.—George

Seed has been appointed supervisor

of the Mohawk, Saratoga and Auto-
vision drive-ins, by Saul J. UUman,
upstate general manager for Fabian
Theatres. Seed will continue to su-

pervise the Cohoes, which he opened
for Fabian in 1940. One-time manager
of Harmanus Bleecker Hall here,

Seed succeeds Leo Rosen, who was
given another assignment.

Postpones Jeffry Hearing
Chicago, March 25.—Judge Michael

L. Igoe has postponed the Jackson
Park-Jeffery-M-G-M hearing, which
was scheduled to be held yesterday,

to April 7. At the same time he denied

petitions by the independently owned
Stony Theatre and Jamees Coston's

Hamilton to enter into the suit along

with Coston's Jeffery in an attempt to

gain the right to bid against the Jack-

son Park for pictures.

Sustains 22
(Continued from page 1)

in other states. The decision is also

important, it is said, in that, al-

though not mentioning it, it is clearly

contrary to the decision of the Ten-
nessee Supreme Court which denied

United Artists the right to sue the

Memphis Board of Censors in the

courts of Tennessee to upset a cen-

sorship ruling on "Curley," on the

ground that UA. had failed to qualify

as a foreign corporation authorized

to do business in Tennessee.
Distributor activities in West Vir-

ginia which the motion cited included

those of salesmen, checkers, exploita-

tion men and other representatives,

as well as the making of percentage
rental contracts. The penalty under
the statutes of the state for failing

duly to qualify as foreign corporations,

according to the exhibitor defendants,

was a denial of the availability of the

courts sitting in the state, including

the Federal Court for the Southern
District of West Virginia in which
the percentage suits were brought.

The basis of the Tennessee decision

had been that film rental contracts

based on a percentage of the box-of-

fice receipts, made UA in effect a
partner or joint venturer in the local

activity of exhibition as to the pic-

tures so licensed, and thereby required

it to secure qualification in Tennes-
see as a foreign corporation duly au-
thorized to do business in that state.

Exhibitor counsel in the West Vir-
ginia cases relied, among other cases,

on the Tennessee decision in the

"Curley" case, in their argument and
briefs.

In his decision rejecting the exhib-
itors' contention, and overruling on
the merits their motion to dismiss the

actions. Judge Moore said : "It is my
conclusion as a result of study that

the business done by the plaintiffs and
each of them in the State of West
Virginia was entirely within the field

of interstate commerce, without any
local aspect. . .

."

The dismissal attempt was made by
the defendants in seven distributor

actions brought against J. C. New-
bold of Bramwell, West Va., and
others, eight actions brought against

Lloyd E. Rogers of Welch, W. Va.,
and others, and seven actions brought
against Mannie Shore, formerly of
Holden and War, W. Va.
Hearings were held in Bluefield,

W. Va., on January 24 and Febru-
ary 1, with Edward A. Sargoy of the
New York law firm of Sargoy &
Stein making the argument for the
distributors.

Brazee to Run Drive-in
Indianapolis, March 25.—M. D.

Brazee, general manager of Greater
Indianapolis Theatres, which operates
four downtown houses, has resigned,
to operate the Greenwood Drive-in,

which he recently purchased. Dave
Cockrill, president of the former com-
pany, is here from. Denver to super-

vise the houses until a successor is

named.
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Films for TV
(Continued from page 1)

ney Morton Galane. The latter cited

audience surveys which showed that

the CBS film program, "Early Show,"
was the top New York TV program
from 6 :30 to 7 :30, despite such live

TV competition as "Captain Video"
and "Kukla, Fran and Ollie." Kint-

ner admitted this showed some de-

mand for feature films but that he

still felt ABC's budget for Hollywood
pictures would be "small."

May Rule Today

FCC hearing examiner Leo Res-
nick is expected to rule today on two
motions, and the result may be an-

other prolonging in the hearings. One
motion was made today by FCC coun-
sel, Frederick Ford, who asked that

after the merger phase of the hear-

ings are completed, there be a recess

of two weeks before United Para-
mount Theatre directors are recalled

for cross-examination. A. H. Blank,

Robert Wilby and other theatre-

operating directors are to be recalled

for questioning on how specific the-

atres were acquired and operated, and
the FCC attorneys said they needed
the time to prepare their questions.

The merger phase of the hearings

will probably be finished the end of

this week or early next week.

DuMont Requests

The other motion is a DuMont re-

quest that ABC and UPT be required

to supply the rentals paid by UPT
and ABC for all pictures, UPT gross

receipts for all features, and ABC
gross billings for all film shows. ABC
and UPT, in a joint statement today,

opposed this request, arguing that the

theatre and TV markets are quite

different and would not compete for

the same films ; that the consent judg-
ment precludes combined purchase of

films for theatres or for theatres and
TV stations ; and that the information

would be extremely difficult to com-
pile.

New TV Firm Headed
By Ronald Colman
Los AngeleSj March 25.—Ronald

Colman is chairman of the board of

the Santa Barbara Broadcasting and
Television Corp., which has been
formed to apply to the Federal Com-
munications Commission for a Santa
Barbara television station license and
construction permit at the time such
licenses are permitted.

Hometown Tribute to

Froman on Monday
Jane Froman will be feted in her

home town, Cincinnati, on Monday in

ceremonies launching the showing
there of her film biography, "With
A Song in My Heart."
The reserved seat Ohio premiere of

the picture will be a benefit premiere
at Cincinnati's Taft Theatre, aiding

the Jane Froman Foundation for

scholarships at the Conservatory of

Music.

Film to Pacemaker
"High Treason," the latest film by

British director Roy Boulting, has
been acquired by Pacemaker Pictures,

Inc., the organization owned by Er-
win A. Lesser, William Goldberg and
Max A. Goldberg. Pacemaker will

distribute the film throughout the

U. S.

Television-Radio
Comment and Opinion

T N a dramatic and convincing denionstration of its faith in the fu-

ture of radio, the American Broadcasting Co. has just spent

$2,500,000 on two new radio centers in New York and Los Angeles
and is moving into them on April 1. The network also is consolidat-

ing its radio operations in Chicago.
In New York, the old Wilson warehouse has been completely reno-

vated to house 11 ABC radio studios, four of them two-story affairs

that can be converted for TV use. General Electric provided the

equipment for the radio center which is completely air-conditioned

and connected by underground passage with the nearby ABC Tele-

vision Center. ABC is giving up its studios at Rockefeller Center
and probably also the Vanderbilt Theatre, but will retain the Little

Theatre for radio shows.
In Los Angeles, ABC's new radio center has 12 studios and an-

nouncers' booths, including three audience studios seating more than

300 each. In Chicago, ABC retains the Civic Theatre but moves its

base to the Daily Nezvs Building on April 21.

Meanwhile NBC says it has received NPA approval for the first

unit of its television center in Burbank, Cal., and construction will

begin immediately. Two studios, each seating 500, will be built on
the 48-acre site.

It would be pleasant to be able to praise Margaret Truman as she

appeared last Saturday on the NBC-TV "All Star Revue'' starring

the infectious Jimmy Durante. Unfortunately, Miss Truman demon-
strated again how slender is the thread that ties her to the entertain-

ment world. Her opening song was positively embarrassing in its

unevenness and her comedy routines with Durante didn't click. It

is said of Miss Truman that her poise is one of her prime TV vir-

tues. That may be true, but it's hardly enough. A dash of talent

helps too.

-A- . ^ lir

Last week, this column appraised the CBS Television Workshop
and, on the basis of three previous shows, found it a uniquely-

conceived but mediocre ef¥ort. In all fairness it should be recorded
that Sunday's show, "The Callow's Tree," was excitingly outstanding

and provided a half-hour of captivating viewing. Geraldine Fitz-

gerald gave a brilliant performance. Director Robert Stevens should

be congratulated on his marked imagination and skill.

ik ik _ ik
People: William (Bill) Berne joins ABC-Radio's program

department in the newly-created position of production super-

visor. He will assist Leonard (Buzz) Blair. . . . Walter A. Scan-

Ion named sales promotion manager for CBS Television Film
Sales. . . . John F. Rayel named supervisor of NBC-TV package
program sales and John G. Fuller supervisor of program sales

development. . . . James E. Kovach has resigned from NBC to

become station manager for WQXR. . . . Davidson Taylor,
NBC-TV executive, to be a U. S. delegate to the UNESCO
Advisory Committee on television which meets in Paris April
7-12.

{^ ik ik
_

The TV industry will be watching with considerable interest the

results of the "Broadway TV Theatre" which starts over W,OR-TV
in New York on April 14, sponsored by General Tire & Rubber Co.

Plays in their entirety will be repeated at the same time each night

for one week. Warren Wade will produce. If this TV version of

summer stock works, other networks may follow suit.

ik
The Academy Awards broadcast from the Pantages theatre over

ABC-Radio last week proved the inadequacy of this medium for cer-

tain events now that television has arrived. But for the inherent

element of surprise, the show would have been tedious and long and,

despite Danny Kaye, somewhat dull. The same occasion televised

would have had infinitely more interest.

ik ik ik
^NBC must credit its audience with great patience and a wry sense

of humor. When a blizzard in the West stopped the Dennis Day
show from coming through, the network put on a silent film, vintage

1915, and used it as a filler. Why not pre-film a show and have it

ready for just such an emergency?
ik ik

The House has voted to trim the FCC's already tight budget by
another $2,000,000. Unless the Senate restores the cut, the Commis-
sion's work will be seriously hampered and, with its work piling up,

it will take many more months before new television stations are

authorized.

Fred Hift

No UPT Houses to

Become TV Studios
Washington, March 25.

—

American Broadcasting Co.
president Robert E. Kintner
said today that ABC "might"
need more studios if the pro-
posed merger with United
Paramount Theatres goes
through. But he gave a "no"
answer when asked whether
UPT might convert into stu-
dios some of the theatres it

must dispose of under the
consent decree.

Paid to Ascap
{Continued from page 1)

to cover royalties for music used on
motion picture sound tracks during
the past two years. Disclosure was
not made concerning the status of the
negotiations for the $700,000-per-year
pacts. Previously, ASCAP collected

music licensing fees from theatres

on a per-seat taxing basis, but under
the judgment in the ASCAP anti-

trust suit that method of collecting is

outlawed.

Remainder Distributed

Operating expenses of the Society
for 1951 were approximately 20 per
cent of income, or $2,940,508. The re-

mainder was distributed among mem-
bers of the Soicety (writers and pub-
lishers) and to members of foreign
performing rights societies.

ASCAP, which was organized in

1914 with a membership of less than
200, now has a membership of 2,849,

covering every state and territory of

the U. S., it was reported at the

meeting. Since the last semi-annual
count, membership was increased by
a total of 96—69 writers (composers
and authors) and 27 publishers. In
the same period death claimed 22
members, it was reported.

Otto Harbach, ASCAP president,

was chairman of yesterday's meeting.

TV Screen for LA
Paramount Theatre
Los Angeles, March 25.—Plans for

a $250,000 remodeling program, in ad-
dition to the installation of large-

screen theatre TV, for the downtown
Paramount Theatre are underway here
with United Paramount Theatres'
take-over of the house, formerly leased

to Fanchon and Marco. The theatre

is the largest in Southern California.

Jerry Zigmond, West Coast UPT
manager, will operate the theatre and
Mervyn Davenport, formerly of

UPT's St. Francis in San Francisco,
has been appointed manager. It is

planned to close the theatre for a few
weeks during the final stages of re-

modeling with the formal opening
slated for around Decoration Day.

Tribute to McCleaster
Indianapolis, March 25.—The lo-

cal Variety Club will hold a farewell

party at Club 52 on April 4 for

Thomas McCleaster, former 20th
Century-Fox branch manager here
who recently was appointed district

manager with Cleveland headquarters.
McCleaster, who was chief barker of

the local tent for the past two years,

will return here for the event. Wil-
liam Keith, former 2'Oth salesman in

New York, has arrived here to re-

place McCleaster.
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Empire's U.K. Quota

Problems Unique

LoNDOx, March 25.—Recent Social-

ist questioning in Commons concerning

failure of Loew's Leicester Square

Empire to meet its film quota, has

served mainly to point up the thea-

tre's unique and difficult competitive

position and weaknesses in the quota

law itself, particularly in the present

product shortage.

While the inferences in the questions

put in Parliament were that Metro is

engaged in an attempt to discredit the

Quota Act and, in addition comprised

a Socialist sidekick at Anglo-Amer-
ican relations, the fact is that Loew's
3,099-seat showplace is in a more dif-

ficult competitive position than any
theatre in the country.

Its immediate competition includes

Rank's Odeon and Leicester Square
theatres and the Warner with its close

connection with A. B. P. C, as well

as a half-dozen other closely competi-

tive houses nearby. In the circum-

stances, it has difficulty obtaining any
first-rate British films. If it played

second-rate features it would undoubt-

edly be accused of wilfully letting

down British production endeavors. It

was established that 23 of A.B.C.'s

theatres, with considerable production

resources behind them, were unable to

fulfill their quota last year.

Commons was told that prosecution

of Loew's Empire is under considera-

tion. The Films Council, in charge of

such prosecutions, is scheduled to meet
tomorrow and doubtedless will discuss

quota defaults.

Bergman^ Coyne Lead Off
{Continued from page 1)

Shriner on Palace Bill
Comedian Herb Shriner has been

signed to appear in the new Broadway
Palace two-a-day show, headlining

Betty Hutton, opening April 12.

AcademyAward
winner

JOHN ALTON
tells his trade secrets

in the book

Painting witii Ligiit

The distinguished cinematographer of

"An American in Paris," winner of this

year's Oscar for best color photography,

describes in detail, in this unique book,

how he gets those telling effects.

You'll learn what lighting to use and how

to use it to create the mood you want,

to get the effect of early morning light or

tropical noon, to catch just the right emo-

tion in close-ups, and the many other

effects that can be achieved by expert

lighting.

Here are the techniques that make Oscar

winners.

$6.75 at your bookstore

or on approval from

THE MACMILLAN CO.
60 Fifth Ave.. New York 11, N. Y.

already he has booked Bergman before

Kiwanis, Rotary and Lions Clubs.

Carlton Duf¥us, executive secretary

of the Virginia Theatre Owners Asso-
ciation, is arranging Coyne's itinerary.

Mayer said that the Bergman and
Coyne engagements were in the nature

of a pilot operation from which it is

hoped to gain experience that will be

helpful when the speakers bureau goes
into full operation next fall.

Will Gain Time

"Most of the organizations from
which we expect speaking dates,"

Mayer said, "will suspend operations

during the summer. This will give us

time not only to line up speaking

dates in all sections of the country,

but also to recruit speakers from the

industry. It is our belief that there

are many excellent public speakers

in this business who would do the

industry a great deal of good if they

spent a little time talking about the

business to service and civic groups.

I have already written to executives

of some of the companies asking them
to assign men for this work, and it

is our intention to recruit others from
exhibition and production.

"I look on the establishment of a

speakers bureau as one of the finest

public relations activities COMPO
could undertake. From our experience
with the 'Movietime U.S.A.' per-
sonalities tours last October, we know
that civic clubs, educational groups
and other opinion-forming bodies are

eager to hear our business discussed

by qualified speakers. We also know
that such discussions invariably result

in a vast improvement in the indus-

try's standing with the public."

Rodgers
(Continued from page 1)

COMPO Cooperates in Getting
'Pro-Movie' Ads in 2 Magazines

Through the cooperation of

COMPO, Colgate-Palmolive-Peet will

carry a two-page advertisement in

Life's April 7 issue and Look's May 6

issue bearing the caption, "Don't Be
a 'Living Room Captive'—Step Out
and See a Great Movie !"

The advertisement, which is for

Lustre-Creme Shampoo, features the

portraits of 41 feminine stars and the

names of their current pictures.

In the preparation of the copy the

COMPO office cooperated with the

Ettinger Company and Lennen and
Mitchell, advertising agency handling
the Lustre-Creme account.

Arbitration Meet
(Continued from page 1)

that he assumes distributors may
evolve some arbitration proposals

from those already drawn up by Allied

States and Theatre Owners of Amer-
ica may add to those proposals of

their own.
"It is hardly likely," he observed,

"that distributors will not have some
proposals to make."
The result, in effect, could be a

third arbitration plan for the joint

committee to consider, he conceded.

The exact date for the meeting, to be

held in New York, has not been set

yet.

It will be attended by two delegates

and counsel from each of the follow-

ing exhibitor organizations : Allied,

TOA, Western Theatre Owners,
Metropolitan Motion Picture Theatres
Association and Independent The-
atre Owners of New York, and by
the distributors committee members,
Rodgers, Al Lichtman, Abe Montague
and Robert Mochrie, and the distrib-

utors' counsel, Austin Keough, Rob-
ert Perkins and Adolph Schimel.

Thus, 15 exhibitor representatives

would be officially accredited to the

meetings, and seven distributor repre-

sentatives. Rodgers observed, how-
ever, that he hoped attendance would
not be limited to the indicated 22 par-

ticipants, and that representatives of

all distribution companies would at-

tend, particularly from those com-
panies which are exploring industry

arbitration for the first time—United
Artists, Republic and Monogram, as

well as Universal and Columbia,
which will have representatives on
Rodgers' group. Montague is general
sales manager of Columbia and
Schimel is general counsel of Uni-
versal.

Rodgers said he did not think the
members of the negotiating groups
would want the entire sessions to be
"open." He expressed the opinion
that the wish might be to brief trade
press representatives on developments
following each day's session, a pro-
cedure followed in some other intra-

Kanturek Resigns
(Continued from page 1)

to about 30 pictures a year, compared
to some 50 before the war, according
to Kanturek. American pictures

grossed about 10 per cent more this

year than last year, he said.

Admission prices are very low in

Austria, Kanturek pointed out, and
exhibitor organizations are seeking
permission to raise them. First-run
admissions average about 10 cents, he
said. Exhibition is also suffering
from lack of equipment.
Kanturek also was liaison man for

the MPEA in Austria and film com-
panies in Germany. In Germany, he
added, production is low because of a
lack of financing. Verband, the Ger-
man producers association, has peti-

tioned the government for financial

support.

Chicago Police Ban
Sex Education Film

Chicago, March 25.—"Because of
Eve," billed as a sex education film,

was banned from Chicago showing by
police yesterday, and State Attorney
John Boyle, who is campaigning for
reelection this year, announced he
would seek an injunction in Circuit or
Superior Court against showings in
Cook County.

The picture has been shown in

about 50 theatres here since the police

Censor Board approved the film in

1949 for showing to adults only. The
present action was taken after a com-
mittee allegedly representing Catholic
high school and college students com-
plained that the film was indecent. A
spokesman for Essengay Films, dis-

tributors of the picture, said that it

has completed its showing here but is

still being booked throughout the
country.

industry negotiations in the past. He
emphasized, however, that there has
been no opportunity yet to make any
decisions governing the conduct of the
meetings.

following his return to New York
last week and at that time agreed to

consider taking the post, even though
he was not disposed to do so; at the

same time making it clear that his

decision would depend upon his physi-

cian's advice.

Can't Aflford Chance

Rodgers said that to accept the

post would be taking a desperate

chance on his health, a chance he feels

he cannot afford to take "because the

premium is too high."

He added that when he sought the

approval of Nicholas M. Schenck,

Loew's president, the latter said he

would be unwilling to sanction a move
that might prove injurious to Rodgers'
health.

"I am forced to decline the honor

accorded me, in all humility and with

gratitude for the confidence shown in

me," he said.

Rodgers added that his decision was
final and that he could not be persu-

aded to alter it. "I know my limita-

tions," he said.

Not Advisable

"After having given up a responsible

position only a few months ago for

reasons of health and to take things

easier," Rodgers observed, "I do not

think it advisable to assume equal

burdens in time and responsibility now.

I would be right back where I was
last fall."

Davis to Scandinavia
London, March 25.—John Davis,

managing director of the J. Arthur
Rank Organization, who returned only

recently from a round-the-world busi-

ness trip of 32 days, will leave here

in the near future on a trip to Nor-
way, Sweden and Finland. He will be

accompanied by Ferdinand West, man-
aging director of Rank's Overseas

Distributors, Ltd.
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N.Y. Building Code

Changes Indicated Reviews
"Jet Job"
{Monogram) Hollywood, March 25

<* TET JOB" is about jet planes and a jet pilot, and frequently the pro-

Y duction moves, comparatively, with jet-like action. Charles R. Marion's
script, which was satisfactorily directed by William Beaudine and produced
by Ben Schvvalb, has timely merchandising potentialities what with the exten-
sive attention currently being focused on jets in the press, on the air, and
elsewhere. The production lacks marquee names, but this may be overcome
with box-office satisfaction by stressing the plentiful showing of jets in flight,

on the ground and as the center of Army Air Force experiments.
Stanley Clements is the featured pilot engaged in the tests, whose father,

close friend of the youth's aircraft employer, crashed to his death on a moun-
tain, with the result that the youth believes he is destined to meet the same
end. Elena Verdugo appears as the employee of a rival aircraft manufacturer
who pays her a bonus to woo the young man away from the plant where
he has learned his profession. The girl's feigned romantic interest in the boy
turns genuine as time goes on. Regardless, she succeeds in getting the pilot

onto her employer's payroll, but his new boss gives him impossible instruc-

tions and then double-crosses him in testimony before the air authorities which
gets him grounded. How he overcomes this and straightens out his romance
with Miss Verdugo is revealed in a suspenseful finish.

Others in the cast are John Litel, Bob Nichols, Tom Powers, Dorothy
Adams, Todd Karns, Paul Stanton, Dave Willock. John Kellogg, Russ Con-
way, Steve Roberts, Arthur Space and William Forrest.
Running time, 63 minutes. General audience classification. March 23 release.

''Leadville Gunslinger"
{Republic)

A LLAN (ROCKY) LANE goes through his accustomed chores as a
marshall in smooth form in "Leadville Gunslinger." This time his tar-

get is an underworld group that has discovered oil on a local ranch and sets

out to get hold of it. All of the usual ingredients that make a picture accept-

able Western fare are included and fans should be satisfied.

Eddy Waller plays the part of a ranch owner who finds that banker
Grant Withers is pressing him hard for mortgage payments. Waller informs
the banker of the impending arrival of a geologist to test the ground for oil

and mysteriously the geologist is killed by outlaws.

Lane swings into action, pretends to be a criminal and winds up as a
member of the gang. Roy Barcroft, a hard-hitting villain, is the ostensible

head of the outlaws, but Lane probes deeper to find the top brains of the
group. Involved are the standard close calls, fisticuffs and gun fights. By the

time the picture runs its 54 minutes. Lane unmasks Withers as the boss.

Harry Keller was associate producer and director. The screenplay was
written by M. Coates Webster.
Running time, 54 minutes. General audience classification. Release date,

March 22. Mandel Herbstman

Albany, March 25.—Softening of

the attitude of State Board of Stand-

ards and Appeals Commissioner
George S. Raymond on requirements

in proposed amendments to the Code
for Places of Public Safety that

stairways from balcony to downstairs
foyer or lobby be enclosed in new
theatres, and that drive-in screens be

so placed that motorists can not see

them from highways was indicated at

the third hearing here.

Raymond remained unconvinced
by the arguments of spokesmen for

Metropolitan M. P. Theatres Ass'n.

and Albany Theatre Owners Ass'n.

that a regulation for the filing of re-

ports on all accidents in theatres

requiring medical attention is unnec-
essary. Raymond pointed out that

the present draft contained phrase-
ology suggested by theatremen. He
disagreed with Leonard Perrin, State
Labor Department engineer, that it

might work "hardship on existing

theatres."

A summation of the advances in

theatre safety, made by Henry An-
derson, code chairman of TOA and
representative of MMPTA, and a
delineation of the reasons a "great
majority" of fire and engineering ex-
perts believe open stairways from the
first balcony to the outside ground
floor are safer than closed stairways,
led Commissioner Raymond to con-
cede the new requirement should be
"reconsidered." Anderson agreed that
enclosed stairways from the second
or third balcony to the first are de-
sirable.

The commissioner, in a colloquy
with D. John Phillips, executive di-
rector of MMPTA, held to the posi-
tion casualty reports are essential.

He insisted that "until we know the
reasons people are hurt, we are not
sure whether some code provisions
are unnecessary and unreasonable,
and whether rules for control, out-
side the code, would be preferable in

some instances."

Raymond said that a fourth hearing
will be scheduled for a date to
announced later. It is unlikely the
revised code will take effect May \.

Aid Tornado Victims
Oklahoma City, Alarch 25.—Wil-

liam Lundigan, Paula Raymond and
Harold Shumate visited the T. O. of
Oklahoma convention here in the
course of their state "Movietime"
tour. While here they accepted invita-
tions to appear in a benefit perform-
ance for tornado victims at Robinson
Auditorium, Little Rock, Ark., to-
morrow.

Milwaukee Drive-in Meet
Milwaukee, March 25.—A one-

day open forum meeting for drive-in
owners, managers and prospective
owners, was held at the Schroeder
Hotel here. The purpose of the meet-
ing was to discuss different phases of
drive-in operations and to exchange
ideas. Subjects covered were the new
dnve-in code (yet to be signed), ad-
vertising, maintenance, concessions,
and hints on reopenings.

Linz Named Manager
IxDfANAi'OLi.s, March 25. — H. K.

Embleton, retired, is being succeeded
by Norman Linz, former salesman, as
manager of the Monogram exchange
here.

Add San Antonio,
Tulsa to TV Net
The extension of network television

to Tulsa, and San Antonio, on July 1

was revealed by American Telephone

and Telegraph.
As previously mentioned, Miami,

New Orleans, Dallas, Fort Worth,
Houston and Oklahoma City will also

join the network on July 1, making a

total of eight cities to be added on
that date.

The extension of the Bell System's

inter-city television network to include

the eight new cities, will bring the

total connected by the network to 62,

and the number served to 104.

To File G. & P. Briefs
Cleveland, March 25.—Defendant

attorneys in the G. and P. Amusement
Co. suit against four distributors. Co-
operative Theatres of Ohio and Paul
Gusdanovic, after three postponements
for delivery of briefs, will deliver final

briefs on April 15. All involved hope
a decision will be announced by Fed-
eral Judge Emarich B. Freed before

the summer recess in June.

Hearing on Truck Rates
Lansing, March 25.—The Michi-

gan Public Service Commission has

set a hearing date of April 8 for the

suit filed by Allied of Michigan and
Butterfield Theaters against Film
Truck Service, which charges that a

proposed film delivery rate hike is

"unjustifiable."

Early Theatre Vote
3 to 1 Over Late
Hartford, March 25.—First, but in-

complete, returns on the "Early-Late
Show" poll, conducted by theatre man-
agers in the Hartford area, indicate
that the public favors having the main
feature start between 8:00 and 8:30
P.M. on weekdays. Weekends, the late
schedule will continue, with the last
show starting about 9:30 P.M.

All_ ballots are in, but the task of
counting them remains to be finished.

A quick estimate by the committee
shows, however, that votes for the
early shows are running three or four
to one ahead of those favoring the late.

Critics Name 'Queen'
Cleveland, March 25. — "African

Queen" was named the best picture
of February by the Cleveland Movie
Critics Circle. It held four weeks in
Playhouse Square, two weeks at
Loew's State and two more weeks at
Loew's Ohio on a moveover. The Cir-
cle named follow-ups in this order

:

"Death of A Salesman," "Bend of the
River," "Phone Call from A Stranger"
and "Tom Brown's School Days."

Mankiewicz to New York
Hollywood, March 25. — Joseph

Mankiewicz, who flew to New York
tonight, will produce, write and direct
Carl Jonas' best-seller, "Jefferson
Selleck," as his first picture under his

new five-year M-G-M contract, the
studio disclosed today.

D, of J. Asks for

Increased Budget

Washington, March 25.—Budget
cuts have seriously curtailed the

work of the Justice Department's
anti-trust division, assistant Attorney-
General H. Graham Morison has in-

formed a House Appropriations sub-
committee.

He asked that the division's budget
for the fiscal year starting July 1

be raised to 3,750,000, the same fig-

ure as in 1950-51. For 1951-52, it

was cut to $3,200,000.

Morison said the cuts meant that

the division could not take on new
investigations, and could give only
"superficial attention" to public com-
plaints. He stated the agency had to

concentrate on winding up cases al-

ready well along, had wiped out 125
pending investigations and indefi-

nitely deferred another 52. Three
of the division's 11 field offices have
had to be closed, he said, and a
fourth may have to be shut.

The agency's staff has been cut
from about 630 to some 550, with
experienced attorneys laid off, the
sub-committee was told.

MGM's Rome Meet
Keynoted by Loew

Rome, March 25.—Forecast that the
biggest years in M-G-M's history are
yet to come was made by Arthur M.
Loew, president of Loew's Interna-
tional Corp., in the keynote speech
formally opening M-G-M's week-long
"Quo Vadis" conference here, the
company stated.

Following Loew's address, Morton
A. Spring, first vice-president, dis-

cussed product for the coming year.

Samuel N. Burger, sales manager,
outlined sales policy and plans.

At the second day's session, today,
addresses were made by N. Bernard
Freeman, managing director for M-
G-M in Australia ; David Lewis, re-

gional director of Continental Europe
;

Maurice Silverstein, director in Latin
America, and Seymour Mayer, in

charge in the Far East.

IFE to Host MOM Delegates
At Rome Studio Today

Rome, March 25.—Tomorrow, Ar-
thur Loew, president of Loew's Inter-

national, and delegates to the "Quo
Vadis" sales conference, will be guests
at an Italian film industry luncheon
to be given by Italian Films Export
at Cinecitta, the studio at which "Quo
Vadis" was produced.
Last Friday, the IFE entertained

Robert J. O' Donnell, Interstate cir-

cuit head of Dallas, and his wife, at

a reception at IFE headquarters here.

It was attended by leading figures in

the Italian industry.

Dewey Has Film-TV Bill
Albany, N. Y., March 25.—Gov-

ernor Dewey has before him for ac-
tion a bill sponsored by Senator N.
T. Hellman of the Bronx which
would make it a misdemeanor to tele-

vise, broadcast or make motion pic-

tures of any proceedings before leg-

islative and other tribunals in New
York State where witnesses appear
under subpoena.

March is American Red Cross Month. GIVE.



Technicolor Congratulates

Academy Award Winners, 1951

For Supreme Achievement

* Best Motion Picture
' AN AMERICAN IN PARIS"

M-G-M
(Color by Technicolor)

* Best Performance—Actor
HUMPHREY BOCART
"THE AFRICAN QUEEN"

Horiion Enterprises-United Artists

(Color by Technicolor)

• Best Cinematography—Color
' AN AMERICAN IN PARIS"

M-G-M
ALFRED GILKS; ballet photographed

by JOHN ALTON
(Color by Technicolor)

Best Art Direction—Color

"AN AMERICAN IN PARIS"
M-G-M

CEDRIC GIBBONS and PRESTON AMES
(Color by Technicolor)

Best Costume Designing—-Color

"AN AMERICAN IN PARIS"
M-G-M

ORRY-KELLY, WALTER PLUNKETT and

IRENE SHARAFF
(Color by Technicolor)

• Best Story and Screenplay
" AN AMERICAN IN PARIS'

M-G-M
ALAN JAY LERNER

(Color by Technicolor)

Irving G. Thalberg Memorial Award
ARTHUR FREED, Producer

M-G-M
"AN AMERICAN IN PARIS," "SHOW BOAT"

(Both in Color by Technicolor) and other musicals

Special Award
GENE KELLY

Achievements in the Art of

Choreography; Choreographer,

"AN AMERICAN IN PARIS"
M-G-M

(Color by Technicolor) and other musicals

• Best Set Decoration—Color

"AN AMERICAN IN PARIS"
M-G-M

EDWIN B. WILLIS and KEOGH GLEASON
(Color by Technicolor)

* Best Scoring of a Musical Picture

"AN AMERICAN IN PARIS"
M-G-M

JOHNNY GREEN and SAUL CHAPLIN
(Color by Technicolor)

• Best Special Effects

"WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE"
GEORGE PAL-PARAMOUNT, GORDON JENNINGS

(Color by Technicolor)

* Best Short Subject—Two-Reel
" NATURE'S HALF ACRE "

WALT DISNEY PRODUCTIONS, RKO RADIO
(Color by Technicolor)

Best Sound Recording
"THE GREAT CARUSO"

M-G-M
DOUGLAS SHEARER, Sound Director

(Color by Technicolor)

• Best Short Subject—Cartoon
"TWO MOUSEKETEERS "

M-G-M
FREDQUIMBY, Producer

(Color by Technicolor)

TECHNICOLOR
IS THE TRADE MARK OF

TECHNICOLOR MOTION PICTURE CORPORATION
HERBERT T. KALMUS, PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER
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Insider

Outlook
By RED KANN

THE reported and recorded ob-

servations of individuals prorn-

inent in the public eye have a habit

of sticking with their authors. It

may not be permanent, but it can

be unfortunate while current.

There is the case of Humphrey
Bogart, who upset all the crystal-

ball savants by walking off with

the Academy Award for best actor

last week. The next day the United

Press dusted off a year-old maga-

zine article in which Bogart had

described the Oscars as a lot of

nonsense; the reporter wanted to

know how he felt now that he had

won.
"I don't change anything of what

I've said," the U.P. quoted him.

"This Oscar doesn't prove I was

the best actor of the year. The
only honest way would be to let

everybody play Hamlet and let the

best man win. Of course, you'd get

some funny Hamlets that way."

The Oscar in hand, Bogart also

was reported as having said some-

thing or other about "going out to

get loaded."

At hand is a copy of a letter

written to Bogart by Lou S. Hart,

who operates Schine's Avon at

Watertown, N. Y. "I have no

quarrel with anyone who stands up

on his two feet and gives vent

to his feelings. However, I think

you will agree there is a time and

place for anyone to let of¥ steam,"

he wrote. Accompanying Hart's

communication was the U.P. story

quoting Bogart in the Watertown
Daily Times which exercised its

editorial prerogative with an as-

sortment of remarks hardly com-
plimentary to Bogart, the Academy
or the industry. Hart observes this

"did the industry and my particular

job no good" and suggests Bogart
should have rejected the award ra-

ther than accept it and then go de-

rogatory.

It isn't legal. It isn't even pos-

sible. But wouldn't it be a wonder-
ful dream world in which stars who
don't know what to say about in-

dustry good and welfare, or when
to say it, confine their acting and
their talking strictly to camera and
microphone ?

Majors Take Brookside
Case to Supreme Court
Washington, March 26.—The eight major distributors today dumped

another exhibitor anti-trust suit into the Supreme Court's lap, appealing
the eighth Circuit Court of Appeals
decision in the Brookside case.

This is the second major anti-trust

case to reach the court this month.
Only 10 days ago, the distributors ap-
pealed the third Circuit Court of Ap-
peals decision in the Milgram case.

In the case appealed today, the

Brookside Theatre Corp., which in

1938 leased the Brookside Theatre in

Kansas City, sued the eight major dis-

tributors, charging they conspired to

prevent the Brookside from obtaining
pictures in the 1936-37 season and
that this forced the company to sell

its lease to a company controlled by
{Continued on page 5)

Action vs.Exhibitors

Denied by Broidy

Hollywood, March 26. — Steve
Broidy, Monogram president, today
categorically denied the published re-

port that he would seek Department
of Justice action against exhibitors,
declaring, "not only are the opinions
attributed to me in tliis trade paper
article in complete error, but the en-
tire story is without the slightest basis
in fact, msofar as it relates to Mono-

iContinued on page 4)

MPAA Holds Its 2nd

Arbitration Meet

The distributors arbitration negoti-
ating committee yesterday held its sec-

ond meeting since its establishment
last Friday, to plan further for the
conference ne.xt month with exhibition
representatives on the possible setting-

up of an industry system of arbitra-

tion.

Yesterday's meeting, which took
{Continued on page 5)

FCC Hearings Head
For April 14 Recess

Washington, March 26.—The Fed-
eral Communications Commission's
Paramount hearings will recess until

Monday, April 14, when the current
merger phase winds up late this week
or early next.

This was ordered by hearing exam-
iner Leo Resnick. It had been re-

quested by FCC attorneys, who said

they needed extra time to prepare
{Continued on page S)

Spark COMPO Fiscal
Plans at Meet Today
A meeting aimed at formulating the precise plans for setting in

motion the Council of Motion Picture Organizations' new dues assess-
ment program will be held here today

MPA Annual Board
Meet Is Postponed
The annual meeting of the

board of Motion Picture As-
sociation of America, which
had been scheduled for Mon-
day here, has been postponed
to April 21-22 because of the
absence of a number of com-
pany presidents, including Ni-
cholas M. Schenck and Bar-
ney Balaban, in Florida, and
Spyros Skouras and Ned E.

Depinet, on the Coast.

An interim conference of

company and MPA officials is

scheduled to be held in Wash-
ington Sunday.

between Arthur L. Mayer, COMPO
executive vice-president, and Trueman
T. Rembusch, chairman of the indus-
try agency's finance committee.

Rembusch, who was scheduled to

arrive here last night from Franklin,
Ind., is expected to meet as well with
Ben Kalmenson, chairman of the dis-

tributors committee of the Motion Pic-
ture Association of America, to ob-
tain distributor suggestions in connec-
tion with the assessment program
planning. Kalmenson is a member of
the six-man COMPO finance commit-
tee.

The new assessment arrangement
stipulates flat-rate payments by indi-

vidual theatres based on seating or
car capacity. It was adopted by the

COMPO board at its annual meeting
here last month. Distributors will

(Continued on page 5)

Industry Meet

With House

GroupFavored
Seek Approach to Get
'Red' Report Amended

Immediate interest in Council of

Motion Picture Organizations and
other industry circles was ex-

pressed here yesterday in the sug-
gestion of Rep. Clyde Doyle (D.,

Cal.) that top industry executives

meet with the House Committee on
Un-American Activities to discuss

amendment of the Committee's recent

report criticizing the industry for

laxity in ridding itself of Communists.
At the Motion Picture Asso-

ciation of America here it was
stated that Eric Johnston, pres-
ident, and Joyce O'Hara, vice-

president, were informed of
Rep. Doyle's published sugges-
tion and planned to look into it.

At COMPO, Arthur L. Mayer, ex-
ecutive vice-president, expressed inter-

est, stating that while the suggestion

{Continued on page 5)

C. of C. Sets Tribute

To Industry in L.A.

Hollywood, March 26.—The Los
Angeles Chamber of Commerce an-
nounced it will pay tribute to the film

industry at a banquet in the Biltmore
Bowl April 15, with the community's
civic and business leaders hosting film

leaders headed by Eric Johnston,
Charles P. Skouras and others.

Chamber president Terrell C. Drink-
water said, "The purpose of this din-

ner meeting is to honor one of our
largest and internationally known in-

dustries and those responsible for its

success. Movies have made Hollywood
famous world over as a tourist and
fashion center, to say nothing of them-

as a source of local employment, real

estate investments, and major factor
in our city, county, state and federal
tax structure."

New Contract Signed
By SAG and IMPPA
Hollywood. March 26.—Independ-

ent Motion Picture Producers .Asso-

ciation and the Screen Actors Guild:

signed a new collective bargaining con-
tract embodying all the provisions in

the pact recently consummated with
the .A.ssociation of Motion Picture
Producers and subsequently with the

Society of Independent Motion Pic-
ture Producers.
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First-Runs in Many Key Areas Are
Enjoying Good Box-OMce Intakes
Reports from the field indicate that theatre business in many

areas is quite favorable, despite unfavorable weather and other
conditions in some places. This is not true, of course, generally,
but reports from several widely-scattered regions show healthy
box-office intakes.
To mention a few typical situations: In Denver, even with 17-

inches of snow—the heaviest of the season—most first-runs are
well above average. The same is true in Indianapolis, despite
very cold weather and sports competition from a basketball tour-
nament. Weekend business is proving a boon to downtown first-

runs in Baltimore. "Quo Vadis" is leading a fairly steady first-

run situation in Omaha, with its $10,000 estimated gross more
than doubling the house average of $4,500 at the State.

Even with pleasant spring weather Atlanta's theatre trade in

downtown houses is good; the drive-ins there are especially

enjoying brisk business for the very same reason. Most first-runs

in Buffalo are at least holding their own, while some are playing
to much better than average. The same can be said of many
downtown Cincinnati theatres, likewise Kansas City, Toronto,
and other key spots.

Personal
Mention
LEO McCAREY will be in New

York from the Coast to attend

the world premiere of his film, "My
Son, John," at the Capitol on April

8. He will then leave for Europe with

his wife and daughter.
•

Walter Beck of the Phillips,

Nizer, Benjamin and Krim law firm,

is due back in New York from the

Coast at the weekend.
•

Jack Goldberg, M-G-M branch

manager in Albany, is spending sev-

eral days at the company's Paris offi-

ces before leaving with Mrs. Gold-
berg for Italy. They plan to sail for

home on the SS. Queen Mary April 1.

•

Ray Gallo, equipment advertising

manager of Quigley Publications,

made an address Tuesday night to the

New York graduating classes of the

Henry George School of Social

Science.

Louis Baker of the Star Theatre,

West Point, Ky., has entered St. An-
thony's Hospital in Louisville for

surgery.

Max Herschman, Eastern sales

representative for Filmack, is at St.

Joseph's Hospital, Far Rockaway,
N. Y., for eye surgery.

o

Saxkord Weiner, sales manager of

Manor Films, leaves here today for

Richmond, Va.

Jerry Fairbanks, head of the firm

bearing his name, is in Chicago from
Hollywood.

•

NoRMAX Levinson of Loew's Poll

Theatre, Hartford, is in Florida on
vacation.

/. P. McGowan Dies
On Coast at 72
Hollywood, March 26.—J. P. Mc-

Gowan, 72, veteran producer, director,

actor, and for the past 14 years ex-

ecutive secretary of the Screen Di-

rectors Guild, died unexpectedly this

morning. The cause was' not imme-
diately determined.

McGowan, born in .Australia,

started his career in the industry as

an actor with the Kalem Motion Pic-

ture Co. in Chicago in 1909. After
becoming a director with Famous
Players-Lasky he organized the Signal

Film Corp. He has since then pro-

duced and directed films for several

companies.

Helm Services Friday
Hollywood, March 26.—Funeral

services will be held Friday morning
at Forest Lawn, for L. C. Helm, 47,

business agent of the Studio Laborers
Union, Local 724, for the past 19

years, and secretary-treasurer of the

Hollywood AFL Film Council, who
died unexpectedly Tuesday of a heart

attack. The widow, two daughters
and a granddaughter, survive.

Dewey Will Receive

COMPO Delegation

A reception by Governor Thomas E.

Dewey at the State Capitol will high-

light "Movietime" tour of the Albany
exchange territory which five Holly-

wood personalities will make during

the week beginning April 20, it was
revealed here yesterday by the Council

of Motion Picture Organizations.

Under the co-chairmanship of Harry
Lamont of Albany, extensive plans

have been laid for daily appearances

of the troupe in towns throughout the

territory.

Although the personalities for the

tour have not yet been designated, the

Albany committee has mapped out a

schedule which includes the following

:

Arrival of the personalities on Sun-

day, April 20, at the Ten Eyck Hotel,

Albany, where dinner for the press

will be held
;
Monday at 10 A. M., re-

ception by Governor Dewey, with

newsreel cameramen ;
Monday noon,

luncheon in Schenectady ; Monday
afternoon, visit to the Mohawk Car-

pet Mills in Amsterdam, visit to High
School auditorium in Herkimer, and

stops in town squares in towns en

route
;

Monday evening dinner in

Utica with combined service clubs of

the city.

According to COMPO, Lamont has

advised that similar activities for the

remaining days in the week are now
being arranged for other communities

in the area. The personalities will

cover the territory in limousines under

the supervision of Abe Bernstein,

M-G-M exploitation man in Albany.

'Vadis' Delegates Are
Welcomed in Rome
Rome, March 26.—The Italian gov-

ernment officially welcomed delegates

of M-G-M's "Quo Vadis" conference

at a formal luncheon yesterday at the

Cinecitta Studios. In the name of

Premiere Alcide de Gasperi, M-G-M
was cited for making "Quo Vadis."

Also cited was Arthur M. Loew, pres-

ident of Loew's International, for hav-
ing produced "Teresa" in Italy, a

company statement disclosed.

NameNew Okla.T.O.

Board; Elect April 7

Oklahoma City, March 26.—The
two-day annual convention of the
Theatre Owners of Oklahoma was
concluded here last night with a ban-
quet attended by Governor and Mrs.
Johnston Murray of Oklahoma.

Directors of the association were
elected at the closing business session

and will meet April 7 to elect officers.

Directors for Oklahoma are : Phil

Hayes, J. C. Hunter, A. R. Walter,
Charles Proctor, Alex Blue, Ray
Hughes, C. L. Lance, Eddie Holt,
William Slepka, Morris Loewenstein,
Ted Butterfield, Mrs. Avece Waldron,
Paul Stonum, Mrs. H. L. Goerke,
C. B. (Browny) Akers, H. D. Cox,
Homer Jones and Vance Terry.

Directors for Texas are : Virby
Conley and H. S. MacMurray.
Marc Wolf, chief barker of Variety

International, and Mitchell Wolfson,
president of the Theatre Owners of

America, addressed the closing ses-

sion. Loewenstein, president of the

Oklahoma organization, made the an-
nual report to the convention.

U-I Sets Alaska Premiere
Universal-International has com-

pleted arrangements with U. S. De-
fense Department officials in Wash-
ington to stage the world premiere of

the color in Technicolor production,
"The World in His Arms," in Alaska.
The premiere, said to be the first ever
to be held in the Far North, will take
place in either Anchorage or Fair-
banks on June 20'. It will be followed
by a series of premiers in major mili-

tary installations throughout Alaska.

Perry in Ohio Closes
New Lexington, O., March 26.

—

An exception to the reported trend of

diminishing television competition is

claimed in the case of the Perry The-
atre here, which has gone dark after

40 years of continuous operation.
"Radio and television of¥ered too
much opposition for us," is the reason
given for the closing by C. E. Davis,
owner of the house.

UA Sales Meet

Here Today
A two-day meeting of United Art-

ists sales and promotion executives
from the home office and from the
Washington, New York and Philadel-
phia exchanges will open at the Park
Sheraton Hotel here this morning for
a discussion of current and future op-
erations. It will be conducted by UA
vice-president William J. Heineman
and Max E. Youngstein.
The conference, following similar

meetings held by the UA vice-presi-

dents with company personnel in Bos-
ton, Buffalo and "roronto, is part of
a nation-wide series in which Heine-
man and Youngstein ultimately will

meet with members of every company
branch in the country to provide the
company's entire field organization
with a picture of UA's position, pro-
gram and plans.

The home office contingent will also

include Bernard G. Kranze, executive
assistant to Heineman ; Milton E.
Cohen, Western-Southern sales man-
ager ; Nat Nathanson, Eastern-Cana-
dian sales manager; John Hughes,
assistant to Nathanson

; Joseph Sugar,
contract department chief ; Francis M.
Winikus, director of advertising-

publicity ; Alfred H. Tamarin, pub-
licity manager

;
Roger Lewis, adver-

tising manager, and Mori Krushen,
exploitation manager.

Attending the meeting from the
New York exchange will be Fred
Meyers, New York Metropolitan dis-

trict manager
;
George Waldman and

Edward Mullen, sales managers
;
My-

ron Starr, office manager ; salesmen
Sam Rifkin and Bert Topal ; bookers
Tony Agoglia, Karl Harte, Ben De
Augusta, and staff members Calvin
Young and Norman LeTarte. The
Washington exchange contingent,

headed by branch manager Arthur
Levy, will include office manager Lu-
ther Buchanan and salesmen H. Rose,

J. Fontaine and M. Siegal. From the
Philadelphia exchange will come
branch manager John Turner and
salesmen M. Magill, S. Kositsky and

J. Bergin.

Testimonial to Raoul
Of 'IA' on April 19
Leaders in all branches of the in-

dustry have been invited to a testi-

monial dinner to William T. Raoul,
international secretary-treasurer of

the lATSE, which will be held on
April 19 at the St. George Hotel in

Brooklyn.
"lA" president Richard F. Walsh

will deliver the principal address.

Tom Murtha, "lA" headquarters ex-

ecutive, is chairman of the arrange-
ments committee.

Mayer Here for Material
Louis B. Mayer, who is in New

York from the Coast, is understood
to be surveying the stage-play and
book markets for material for motion
picture production. He is also ex-

pected to negotiate for the distribu-

tion of a picture which he plans to

produce.

GIVE to the American Red Cross.
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WILL CAPTURE THE CROWDSIll

picture M«'^,„i„e-b>35W
THE CAPTIVE CITY"slarringJOHN FORSYTHE with JOAN CAMDEN. HAROLD J. KENNEDY. RAY TEAl

Screenplay by Karl Kamb and Alvin Josephy, Jr. • Based on an original story by Alvin Josephy, Jr. • Produced by THERON WARTH

Directed by ROBERT WISE • Photographed with the Hoge Lens • The compensation for Senator Estes Kefauver's services

has been donated to the Cordell Hull Foundation for World Peace - An Aspen Picture

Another

BIG ONE

"TOP NOTCH B. 0.! One of the best '"-Variety
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Action Denied E-K Reports Developments

Aimed at Color Increase{Continued from page 1)

gram. A reporter for the weekly
trade paper that carried the story

phoned me at my home the evening

before pubHcation, and was given a

complete, unequivocal denial. I told

him that neither Monogram nor my-^
self had ever thought of, discussed oi;^

even considered court action of any
kind, nor any government appeal. For
the information of all exhibitors, I

want to state right now that we/at
Alonogram feel that our relations'hip

with exhibitors has been a source of

great satisfaction to all of us. I have
always felt that I can sit down across

the table from any exhibitor or, group
of exhibitors and reach an understand-
ing on any industry problems. -This

has always been Monogram's policy

and it will remain so."

No More Product to TV

In connection with Monogram's en-

tire policy of licensing pictures for

television, Broidy revealed that the

company had already decided to re-

frain from committing any further

product to video beyond that already

spoken for. This - present policy, he

pointed out, was further proof that

any rumor of contemplated appeal for

government action was ridiculous.

"Once and for all," Broidy stated,

"let it go on record that Monogram
is primarily in the business of pro-

ducing and distributing pictures for

theatrical exhibition. Last year and
during the present season our product
has met with the most enthusiastic

exhibitor reaction in our history.

We're going to keep it that way."

Eastman Kodak developments which make possible the processing and
printing- of color motion pictures in a number of ways have resulted in

a growing- use of color and more flexible ways to produce color films for

theatre exhibition, the company states in its annual financial report to

'stockholders.

"In the professional motion picture

field," the report explains, we have
introduced "several new films for use

in making color release prints for

theatres. One, for example, is East-

man Color Inter-negative Safety Film.

This film, together with the new East-

man Panchromatic Separation Posi-

tive Film, is needed to create special

effects in the finished print."

These special films, combined with
the new Eastman Color Negative and
Color Print Films, provide a complete

new group of color products for the

professional 3Snim. field, the report

states.

It was indicated also that a rise in

professional motion picture film sales

has stemmed" in part from the expand-
ing uses of 16mm, films in television.

The sale of professional films for thea-

tre use has also considerably increased,

it was said.

The repi^rt contains a chart compar-
ing the company's total taxes and net

earnings for five years, 1947-51. Set

forth are taxes of $31,000,000 and
earnings of $43,000,000 in 1947; taxes

of ' $40,000,000 and earnings of $55,-

000,000 in 1948 ; taxes of $32,000,000,

earnings of $50,000,000 in 1949; taxes

of $64,000,000, earnings of $62,000,000,

1950; taxes' of $88,000,000, earnings of

$49,000,000 in 1951.

ANSWER

TO YOUR

TECHNfCAL

PROBLEMS . .

.

The Altec

Service Man and
the organization

behind him

161 Sixth Avenue,

New York 13, N. Y.

PROTECTING THE THEATRE - FIRST PLACE IN ENTERTAINMENT

Gorham Idea Brings

Awards to 2 Stars

Detroit, March 26.—The Detroit

Free Press' first annual "New Faces
Award," a project that grew out of

a suggestion by Alice Gorham of

United Detroit Theatres, who was a

1948 Quigley Showmanship Award
winner, was presented' tonight to Uni-
versal stars Jefif Chandler and Piper

Laurie.

The presentations were made in De-
troit's new Veteran's Memorial Build-

ing. Free Press columnist Helen
Bower made the presentations to the

stars, who were flown here by Uni-
versal.

Universal Newsreel cameramen
covered the affair, which followed a

poll conducted by the newspaper to

determine its readers' opinions on the

most effective new film stars.

Drive - in Survey
Topic of Meeting
Results of a survey of drive-in the-

atres in the West and Mid-west will

be discussed at a three-day conference

of regional executives of Jack H.
Levin Associates, opening tomorrow
at the Conrad Hilton Hotel in Chi-
cago. The national checking company
for some weeks has been looking into

the future prospects of drive-ins.

Jack Levin, head of Associates,
pointed out that the conference will

be attended only by those executives
in whose territories the survey was
made. Attending will be : S. R. "Wal-
lis, Los Angeles ; H. H. Daniels, Cin-
cinnati ; Harold Dorne, Chicago;
Charles M. Johnson, Detroit ; Her-
bert M. Israel, Milwaukee ; Herbert
C. Dreisbach, Minneapolis

; Arthur A.
Becker, St. Louis.

Hear 2 U, S, Motions
April 30 in UA Case
Two government motions will be

heard in Federal Court here on April
30 in connection with the Department
of Justice's allegations of dual affilia-

tions among Universal and United
Artists officers, and its challenging of
UA's right to release the product ac-
quired in the purchase last year of
Eagle Lion assets.

One motion is to amend the so-
called "Little Three" decree in the in-

dustry anti-trust suit to prohibit Uni-
versal, UA and Columbia from having
common officers. The other is for a
court order requiring UA to make the
E-L pictures available for purchase by
other distributors with in a certain
time limit.

Potter in UA-TV Post
Edward J. Potter, retired U. S.

Air Force colonel and San Antonio,
Tex., public relations man, has been
appointed sales representative of
United Artists Television in that city.

Refuse Petitions In
'Miracle' Appeal
Albany, N. Y., March 26.—

Permission to file briefs
Amicus Curiae with the Su-
preme Court in support of
Joseph Burstyn, Inc.'s appeal
from a decision of the Court
of Appeals upholding the
Board of Regents' ban on
"The Miracle," will not be
given to the National Law-
yers Guild and several other
organizations. Charles A.
Brind, Jr., counsel for the Re-
gents and the State Commis-
sioner of Education, said this
today.

Dr. Brind explained *hat
under the rules of tin na-
tion's highest tribunal, con-
sent of the respondents is

necessary. He does not intend
to grant such permission.

Kentucky Derby on

NationwideHomeTV

Louisville, March 26.—The Ken-
tucky Derby, to be run at Churchill
Downs here on May 3, will be tele-

cast Coast-to-Coast for the first time
over CBS-T'V network.
An outgoing cable, probably to In-

dianapolis, will have to be provided
by the network to complete a connec-
tion with trans- Continental cables. The
sponsor will be Gillette Razor, which
traditionally has sponsored radio
broadcasts of the Kentucky turf clas-

sic. Financial terms were not di-

vulged but Gillette paid $50,000 for
radio rights in the past.

Corum President

Bill Corum, Churchill Downs presi-
dent, said the telecast is a one-time
deal and is experimental in nature, to
determine effect on attendance, betting
and revenue possibilities, indicating
that rights might be open to competi-
tive bidding, including theatre T'V,
hereafter.

Last year's Derby was filmed and
televised to homes shortly after the
running of the feature.

Sees Good Future
For Films in TV
A most favorable future for films in

television was predicted here yesterday
by Aaron Beckwith, sales director of

United TV Programs, Inc., who ad-
dressed a meeting of the National
Television Film Council.

Mel Gold, NTFC president, who
presided at the meeting, announced
that Sally Perle would succeed John
Battison as secretary of the organiza-
tion.

New TV Promotion
For Films in Chicago

Chicago, March 26. — Hal Tate
Productions of Chicago and Sam Les-
ner, Chicago Daily News film critic,

have closed a deal enabling them to

offer participating spots to exhibitors
and film distributors on "Hal Tate's
TV Disc Jockey Show," on 'WBKB-
TV at 3 :45 P. M. every Sunday.

Lesner, who operated in a similar

capacity on Allied Theatres' "Movies
for Millions" radio program last sum-
mer, will review and discuss current

and coming films.
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Industry Meet
{Continued from page 1)

was worth following up, the proper

procedure was not immediately evi-

dent. Mayer pointed out that no

formal invitation has been extended

by the Committee to industry officials,

nor had Rep. Wood (D. Ga.), who
as chairman of the committee, might

properly be regarded as the necessary

source of such an invitation, been

heard from. Rep. Wood is understood

to be in Georgia now.
Doyle, who is in California and will

be there for the next two or three

weeks, was the fourth member of the

nine-man Un-American Activities

Committee to express himself as dis-

satisfied with the Committee's report

criticizing the industry. He said the

report was "dated" and needed to in-

clude more recent developments in the

industry's record of opposing employ-

ment of Communists in Hollywood.

Doyle said he was unaware of

any unfriendly attitude toward
the industry among Committee
members and believed that a
meeting of industry executives
with them could result in a fair

amendment of the report.

It was indicated that Art Arthur,

head of the ]\Iotion Picture Industry

Council and COMPO representative

in Hollywood, might be asked to pur-

sue the subject further with Doyle
there, and that the MPAA might ask

Y. Frank Freeman, head of the Asso-
ciation of Motion Picture Producers,

to do the same. It was also indicated

that approaches to Chairman Wood to

ascertain his views on such a meeting

as that suggested by Doyle might also

be in order.

At COMPO's last board meeting

here in late February, the organiza-

tion's officials were directed to seek a

correction of the Committee's "un-

fair" report and to have the industry's

answer refuting it widely publicized.

A protest was sent to the Committee
but was never acknowledged. John-
ston was chairman of the COMPO
committee which drafted the indus-

try's answer to the committee's criti-

cism.

Indications are the Doyle proposal

will be discussed at an MPAA meet-
ing in Washington Sunday to be

attended by company executives.

Case to Supreme Court

Arbitration Meet
(Continued from page 1)

place during a luncheon at the Har-
vard Club here, was attended by Eric

A. Johnston, Motion Picture Associa-

tion of America president, who is

chairman of the all-distribution com-
mittee of which the negotiating group
is a sub-committee.

In attendance were William F. Rod-
gers, chairman of the arbitration nego-
tiating sub-committee, and members
Robert Mochrie and Al Litchman.
Present also were Alfred W. Schwal-
berg, Paramount distribution vice-

president, and Joyce O'Hara and
Ralph D. Hetzel, Jr., MPAA execu-

tives.

(Continued from page 1)

20th Century-Fox. The District Court
upheld the complaint and awarded the

company damages totaling $1,125,000.

The Circtiit Court affirmed the Dis-
trict Court ruling, only scaling down
slightly the attorney's fee.

In asking the high court to set

aside the rulings of the lower courts,

the distributors argued that the latter

erred in permitting attorneys for

Brookside to refer to findings and
conclusions in the government's Para-
mount case and to use some of this

as evidence in the trial court. The
distributors also argued that the dam-
ages were erroneously determined on
the basis of the profits the Fox sub-

sidiary actually made after it acquired
the theatre in 1937, rather than on
what the Brookside lease was worth
in 1937, when Fox acquired it. Fi-

nally, Lxjew's, Warner Brothers, Fox,
RKO and Paramount pointed out the
suit was not actually brought until

June 27, 1949, and said the lower
courts should have ruled that the
three-year statute of limitations in

California, where the suit was orig-

ally brought, barred the action.

The distributors denied any con-
spiracy to deprive the Brookside of

pictures in 1936, and said each dis-

tributor had acted independently in

dealing with the theatre. They cited

the decision in the so-called Rolsky
case, where the Kansas City court

held distributors had not engaged in

any conspiracy, but had acted inde-

pendently, in a similar licensing situa-

tion. The court in the Brookside case

should have permitted the Rolsky de-

cision to be introduced in evidence,
they said.

Admitting the Supreme Court, in

the precedent-making Emich case, had
increased the responsibility of the trial

court judge to inform juries in a pri-

vate anti-trust suit of previous gov-
ernment decrees against the same de-
fendants, the distributors said the
Brookside proceedings went far be-
yond this rule. In this case, they said,

Brookside's lawyer was allowed to
give the jury his own interpretation
of the Paramount case, to read them
the Paramount findings, and include
other references.

The distributors pointed out there

are now about 150 other suits pending
against them and involving charges
based on the conspiracy found in the
Paramount case. "If the decision in

the instant case is not reviewed," they
said, "it will be urged by plaintiff's

attorneys, in these other actions, that

the procedure adopted in this case
with respect to the Paramount case
should be followed. It will be urged
in these other cases that attorneys are
entitled to usurp the functions of the
court and inform juries in any man-
ner they desire of the determinations
in that case."

The distributors also argued the
statute of limitations ruled out the
case because the period when the
1940 consent decree \vas in effect
should be counted as part of the time
when the statute was running. The
lower courts ruled that this was not
so, and that the statute of limitations
was still suspended during this period.

See 'Latuko' Action
Thursday or Friday
Albany, N. Y., March 26.—

The Board of Regents is ex-

pected to announce during
the monthly meeting here
Thursday and Friday a de-
cision in the appeal by the
American Museum of Natural
History from a decision of
the Motion Picture Division,

State Education Department,
denying a license for "La-
tuko," on the ground that
scenes of nude African tribes-

men are "indecent." A sub-
committee viewed the picture
in New York City last week.
The full board probably will

act on its report this week-
end, although the case is not
on the printed calendar.

Fiscal Plans
(Continued from page 1)

match the e.xhibitors' dues payments,
as was the case under the financing

system which has been replaced. The
old system called for exhibitor con-
tributions of one-tenth of one per cent

of film rentals.

It was expected at the COMPO
board meeting that some time would
be required to get the new plan

started. Rembusch meanwhile has
worked on blueprints for getting it

started as quickly as possible. It is

understood he expects to determine at

today's meetings the approximate date

on which revenue will begin flowing

into COMPO's treasury.

Recess to April 14
(Continued from page 1)

Reception for Hunter
A "desert island" cocktail party,

complete with grass-skirted dancing

girls, coconuts, palm trees and South

Sea atmosphere, will be held at Toots
Shor's this afternoon with the arrival

here of Tab Hunter, who stars oppo-
site Linda Darnell in his first motion

picture, "Saturday Island."

questions to put to United Paramount
Theatres directors when they return

for questioning on how specific thea-

tres were acquired and operated.

Witnesses from American Broad-
casting Co. and United Paramount are

now being cross-questioned by FCC
and DuMont attorneys on the pro-

posed merger of the two companies.

This cross-examination will probably

wind up on Friday, Monday, or Tues-
day. The hearing was then slated to

swing right into the questioning of

A. H. Blank, Robert Wilby and other

UPT directors on specific theatre situ-

ations. But Gommissiori counsel Fred-

erick Ford yesterday said he would
need more time to prepare questions

to put fb these witnesses, and today

Resnick granted Ford's request for a

recess after the current phase ends.

Resnick put off until after UPT
President Leonard Goldenson returns

for cross-examination a ruling on a

DuMont motion to require ABC and
UPT to furnish detailed figures on all

film rentals paid and all receipts from
film showings.

Today's hearing was devoted to

cross-examination of six ABC and
UPT officials. They were: ABC
board chairman Edward J. Noble,

ABC vice-president Robert Hinskley

;

UPT secretary-treasurer Robert H.
O'Brien ; and UPT directors E. Ches-

ter Gersten, Robert L. Huffines, Jr.,

and Charles T. Fisher, Jr.

1,225,000 Saw 'Show'
"The Greatest Show on Earth" was

seen by more than 1,225,000 persons

during its record-tying 11 -week run at

Radio City Music Hall, which ended

last night. Paramount declared.

PICTORIAL FILMS. INC.

Proudly Presents
A GREAT DOCUMENTARY

"FDR-HYDE PARK"
(2 Reels)

w *' '
'

World Premiere

Today, March 27th

ASTOR THEATRE

Available For Immediate Booking

Or Plan Advance Booking for Playdate April 12th

(Anniversary of Death of F D R)

Produced and Released by

PICTORIAL FILMS, INC.

Tel.: PE 6-3756

1501 Broadway New York 36, N. Y.



An Editorial

The Question Before Our Industry Is

:

"After ^Quo Vadis' - What ?
"

The Aster Theater, N. Y., famed

Broadway showcase, has the answer.

After the tremendous 20 -week en-

gagement of "Quo Vadis", they are

now playing-naturally — Stanley

Kramer's new big one for Columbia,

"My Six Convicts".
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CONVICTS
'

Columbia Pictures presents A Stanley Kramer Company Production IVIY SIX CONVICTS with Millard

MITCHELL . Gilbert ROLAND • John BEAL • Marshall THOMPSON • Screen Play by MICHAEL

BLANKFORT • Based on the book by DONALD POWELL WILSON • Music Composed and Directed by

Dimitri Tiomkin • Associate Producers EDNA and EDWARD ANHALT • Directed by HUGO FREGONESE
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Business Firms

Seek Theatre

TV for Meets
Goldenson Tells FCC
Meet of Off-Hour Plans

Washington, March 27.—Cor-

porations throughout the country

are considering the use of theatre

television on a two-way closed

circuit basis for sales and stockholders

meetings, United Paramount Theatres

president Leonard Goldenson said to-

day.
"Large numbers of corporations all

over the country are in touch with

theatre people for stockholders and
salesmen's meetings," Goldenson de-

clared at the Federal Communications
Commission's Paramount hearing.

He said a "large corporation" had

approached four theatres—not UPT's
—for the use of their theatre tele-

vision facilities, and that "another

government agency" besides Civil De-
fense also wanted to use theatre tele-

vision.

Although Goldenson identified none

of these outfits, another UPT official

declared after the hearing that the

{Continued on page 3)

Minimizes Effect of

New TV Stations

Washington. March 27.—United

Paramount Theatres president Leon-
ard Goldenson today predicted theatre

business would not be too badly hurt

by additional television stations au-

thorized after the Federal Communi-
cations Commission lifts its present

TV freeze.

Questioned by FCC counsel Fred-
erick Ford during the FCC's Para-
mount hearings, Goldenson admitted

that television in the past has hurt

theatre busines, but said he doubted
this would continue in

,
the same de-

gree. TV has had a novelty effect,

(Continued on page 3)

TV Code a Highlight
Of Telecasters Meet
Washington, March 27.—A panel

discussion of the new Television

Standards Code will feature the 30th

annual convention of the National As-
sociation of Radio and Television

Broadcasters, which will get under
way in Chicago on Monday.
The convention will last tlirough

Wednesday. The ccjde discussion will

come Wednesday afternoon. Other
(Continued on page 6)

Vail Demands Probe of Yankwich for

Upholding Cole Suit Against M-G-M
Washington, March 27.—Rep. Vail (R. 111.) has urged a Con-

gressional investigation of Federal District Court Judge Leon
Yankwich for what is described as his precedent-making decision
upholding writer Lester Cole's damage suit against M-G-M.
The suit was brought by Cole after he was suspended by the

company following his refusal to answer questions put to him by
the House Un-American Activities Committee in its 1947 Holly-
wood hearings. Vail was a member of the Committee at that time.

Vail cited the film industry decision to fire the "Unfriendly Ten"
for violating the good-conduct clause in their contracts, and said
this decision was a "patriotic obligation" on the part of the pro-
ducers, and that the public would have boycotted and picketed
Hollywood films if the producers hadn't done it. Vail then attacked
Yankwich for ruling that Cole had not refused to answer the
Committee's questions and that he had not brought himself into

public hatred, contempt, scorn or ridicule in violation of the good-
conduct clause.

The Illinois Republican pointed out that other suits had been
decided or settled on the basis of Yankwich's decision in the Cole
case, and asked for an investigation "to determine the fitness of

Judge Leon Yankwich to retain a seat on the Federal Bench."

Draft Method of Collecting

Compo Dues at Meet Today
A full-fledged meeting of the Council of Motion Picture Organiza-

tions' finance committee will be held here today to arrive at a specific

method for collecting dues from exhibitors under the new revenue plan

adopted by the COMPO board at its annual meeting last month.
Today's meeting follows a prelimi-

MPAA Meet Monday

Draws Top Heads

The Sunday-Monday meeting in

Washington of the board of directors

of the Motion Picture Association

of America assumed new signifi-

cance yesterday when it was learned

that a number of company presidents

will interrupt out-of-town visits to

attend it.

MPAA officials declined to divulge

the purpose of the meeting or to in-

dicate who would attend. However,
(Continued on page 3)

Rodgers' New Pact

Sets $1,100 Salary

Washington, March 27.—William
F. Rodgers. Loew's vice-president,

vvliose present employment contract

will expire on July 26, has signed a

new agreement with the company call-

ing for his .exclusive services for a

period of two years, commencing
July 27, at a salary of $1,100 per week,

Loew's reported today to the Securi-

ties and Exchange Commission.
The new pact stipulates that Rodg-

(Continned on page 6)

nary conference on the subject yester-

day between Trueman T. Rembusch,
finance committee chairman, and Ar-
thur L. Mayer, COMPO executive
vice-president. Mayer and other
COMPO officials, including Robert
W. Coyne, special counsel, and
Charles E. McCarthy, information di-

rector, will participate in the commit-
tee meeting.
Committee members who will sit

in on the meeting with Rembusch and
the others are : Ben Kalmenson, Os-
car Doob and Harry Brandt. The
other two members of the six-man
committee, H. V. (Rotus) Harvey
and Sam Kirby, will be consulted by

(Continued on page 6)

$4,308,431 Net
In 1951 for 20th

.A. $4,308,431 consolidated net profit

for 1951 was reported yesterday by
20th , Century-Fox. The net for the

previous year was $9,553,260, includ-

ing $2,262,988 income from prior

years from countries with currency
restrictions, and a net gain of $1,183,-

985 from exchange of theatre proper-
ties resulting from compliance with
the Federal Court's theatre divestiture

order. The parent company and all

(Continued on page i)

Industry Must

Ask Meet with

House Group
Only Way to Get 'Red'
Report Corrected: Doyle

Hollywood, March 27. — Any
overtures to bring about a meeting
between industry leaders and mem-
bers of the House Committee on
Un-American Activities for the pur-

pose of amending and correcting the

Committee's recent report criticizing

Hollywood for alleged inaction in rid-

ding itself of Communists will have
to come from the motion picture in-

dustry.

That is the view of Rep. Clyde
Doyle (D. Cal.), who advanced the

suggestion for such a meeting in a
newspaper interview here this week,
.'^t the time, he expressed the opinion
that such a meeting could result in

bringing up-to-date what he regards
as an unfair criticism of the industry's

record and position on employment of

Communists.
Today, Doyle made it clear tliat he

was expressing only his own views
(Continued on page 3)

House Group Plans

New Film Report

Washington, March 27.— The
House Un-American Activities Com-
mittee's staff is at work on another
report which may "take a more real-

istic view of the Hollywood situa-

tion," a key committee member re-

vealed today.

This member said, however, the re-

port might not be issued for several
months. The primary purpose of the
report, he declared, is to review all

the committee's activities since those
covered in the annual report. He
said, it might very well he that the
Committee might use this supplemen-

(Contimied on page 3)

Hughes Queries SWG
On Jarrico Stand
Los Angeles, March 27.

—

"Are you
going to strike or aren't you?" How
ard Hughes put this question up to
the Screen Writers Guild here today
in a letter provoked by the Guild's
insistence that RKO award a motion
picture screen credit to writer Paul
Jarrico. Jarrico is one of the wit-
nesses who, under oath, refused to tell

the House Un-American .Activities

Committee whether or not he was a
(Continued on page 2)
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Personal
Mention
SPYROS P. SKOURAS will ar-

rive here via United Airlines from
Los Angeles tomorrow.

•

Leon Bamberger, RKO Pictures

sales promotion head, is recuperating

at Wesley Hospital, Oklahoma Cit}',

after suffering a virus attack at the

convention there of the Theatre Own-
ers of Oklahoma. He is expected to

leave the hospital over the weekend
and return here.

•

]\L\RTiN Starr, WINS commen-
tator, will handle the premiere cere-

monies of the International Motor
Sports Show opening at Grand Cen-
tral Palace here tomorrow.

•

Norman H. Moray, Warner Broth-
thers short subjects general manager
and president of Warner Pathe News,
will leave here today for the Coast.

•

Harold Young, producer and direc-

tor, is at Thunderbird Air Field in

Arizona shooting exteriors for an
Army Air Corps Film.

MGM Group in Rome
Has Papal Audience
Rome, Alarch 27.—An audience with

the Pope was the high point of the

day for M-G-M managers and sales,

publicity and theatre chiefs who are

here for "Quo Vadis" conference.

With the convention's business prac-
tically wound up, the day was devoted
to sightseeing, shopping and a visit to

Vatican City, the company disclosed.

The week-long convention, which
opened last Monday, has been attended
by 82 M-G-M executives from every
major market in the world.

MPIC Names Group
To Plan for Seminar
Hollywood, March 27. — Motion

Picture Industry Council, at its regu-
lar Wednesday night meeting here,

appointed a 10-man committee to

work on plans for the Council of Mo-
tion Picture Organizations seminar
here, and tentatively set July 28-31

dates for the event.

The sub-committee will confer reg-
ularly with Rotus Harvey, COMPO
seminar chairman.

Mother of Walter Brooks
Mrs. Edith \'irginia Brooks, 89,

mother of Walter Brooks, director of

the Managers Round Table of the
Motion Picture Herald, died yester-
day at the Boughton Nursing Home
in Troy, Pa., after a long illness.

Services will be held in Canton, Pa.,

Sunday afternoon at the Morse Fu-
neral home.

McGowan Services Sat.
Hollywood, March 27. — Services

for J. P. McGowan, producer-director
who died here yesterday, will be held
Saturday afternoon at Forest I^wn
Cemetery. The widow survives.

All -Social Meet Is

Set By Ind. Allied

Indianapolis, March 27. —
Associated Theatre Owners of

Indiana will hold its annual
get-together at French Lick
Springs, Ind., May 6-7. No
business sessions will be
scheduled. The entire time
and program will be devoted
to sociability.

In the past, ATOI's annual
spring sessions usually in-

cluded one business session
or banquet meeting. It is felt

now they interferred too
much with talking business
on the golf course or at the
swiming pool.

Extend Italian Tax
Deadline to May 30

American distributors have suc-

ceeded in getting the Italian govern-
ment to agree to extend to May 30
the deadline for imposing the so-called

turn-over tax which "for many years"
that government has been planning to

levy on the companies' deals in Italy,

it was reported here yesterday by a

foreign management source.

It was expected that meanwhile
John G. McCarthy, Motion Picture

Association of America international

division chief, would visit Rome for

conferences with Italian government
officials aimed at winning an impost
of considerably less than the $1,000,-

000 it is estimated the Italians are

seeking under present plans.

Gualino Will Leave
For U.K, Pact Talks
Dr. Renato Gualino, general director

of Italian Films Export, will leave

New York by plane tomorrow for

London where he will enter discus-

sions with the British Film Producers
Association concerning the Anglo-
Italian film agreement. He will be

joined there by Eitel Monaco, presi-

dent of IFF, and other Italian pro-

ducers' representatives. He plans to

be back in Rome by April 3, at which
time he will be met by Jonas Rosen-
field, Jr., IFE's director of public re-

lations here.

Services for Wolcott
Cleveland, March 27. — Funeral

services were held here on Tuesday
for James Victor Wolcott, 69, at one
time a leading local theatre owner,
operating the downtown Princess The-
atre. In recent years he managed
various theatres in Cleveland. Surviv-
ing are his widow, Frances, and two
daughters, Jeanne Wolcott Allen and
Virginia Wolcott Hendricks.

Banquet Closes NT Meet
Hollywood, March 27. — National

Theatres president Charles P. Skouras
entertained the circuit's 72 delegates
to the annual meeting at the close of

the four-day sessions tonight at a ban-
quet at the Ambassador Hotel. Spyros
Skouras was the principal speaker at

the closing day's session.

jyEws
iwB Brief • • .

Salt Lake City, March 27.—Sid-

ney L. Cohen, associate general man-
ager of Intermountain Theatre's, Inc.,

today announced his resignation to

head Film Services Corp., a buying
and booking organization to have of-

fices here. Cohen's resignation will

be effective on the appointment of a

successor.
•

Paramount will have four openings
in the Broadway area during a six-

day period beginning Wednesday.
The activity will start with the mid-

night world premiere of the William
Perlberg-George Seaton film, "Any-
thing Can Happen," at the Mayfair
Theatre on Weunesday. On that day
also "Encore," produced in England
by Paramount and J . Arthur Rank,
will have its American premiere at the

Normandie. On April 4 "Honk Kong,"
the William Pine-William Thomas
color in Technicolor film will have its

local premiere at the Globe. On April
8 Leo McCarev's "My Son, John,"
will have its world premiere at the

Capitol.
•

Film export officials, representatives

of the entertainment world and press

and radio reporters yesterday attended
a cocktail reception in honor of Gmo
Cervi, star of the Italian-made "Les
Miserables," which Italian Films Ex-
port gave at the Rainbow Grill of

Radio City.
•

Washington, March 27.—Presi-
dent Truman told Congress today that

the information media investment
guarantee program is no longer neces-
sary under the foreign aid program,
but that it should be carried on by
some other government agency.

•
Boston, March 27. — The Smith

Management Co. of Boston has be-
come a member of Allied of New En-
gland. It will be represented on the

board of directors by Phillip Smith,
president of Smith Management, which
recently acquired Giles Theaters of

New England. Giles was represented
on the board of Allied by John S.

Giles. Smith replaces Giles, who has
left exhibition.

•

New York will have its own Acad-
emy Award presentation ceremony
Wednesday, on the stage of the May-
fair Theatre as the highlight of the
midnight world premiere of Para-
mount's "Anything Can Happen."

Jose Ferrer, star of the film, will

present the award to Kim Hunter, co-
star in the picture and winner of a
1951 Academy Award.

Jarrico Case
{Continued from page 1)

Communist, on grounds that the an-
swer might tend to incriminate him.

In his letter Hughes, managing di-

rector of production of RKO Pictures,

declared that he cannot believe that

a majority of Guild members wants
to "impose a startegy of uncertainty,
or a cold war" upon the personnel of
RKO or any other studio.

N.Y. Bars Films, TV,
Radio at Hearings
Albany, N. Y., March 27.—

Governor Thomas E. Dewey
today signed a bill prohibiting
the televising, broadcasting
or taking of motion pictures
at any official proceeding to
which witnesses are sub-
poenaed.
The measure covers all pro-

ceedings by a court, commis-
sion, committee, administra-
tive agency or other tribunal.

Goodman Is Named
20th-Fox Ad Head

Abe Goodman has been named ad-
vertising manager of 20th Century-
Fox by Charles Einfeld, company vice-

president. Goodman, who had been
20th's assistant

a d V e r t i s i ng
manager for the

past three years,

succeeds Jonas
Rosenfeld, who
resigned last

October. From
that time until

last month, Alec
Moss was act-

ing advertising-

manager.
Goodman be-

gan in the film

industry as a

member of the

field exploita-

tion staff of Universal, subsequently
handling exploitation campaigns for

theatre circuits before joining 20th

Century-Fox.

Abe Goodman

^Charley' Premiere
At N, Y, Music Hall
Warner and Radio City Music Hall

have closed a deal which dates the

world premiere of the color by Tech-
nicolor production of "Where's Char-
ley?", starring Ray Bolger in his

original Broadway musical
role, at the Hall in July.

comedy
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Seek Theatre TVfor Meets
{Continued from page 1)

20th Profit

{Continued from page 1)

Industry Must
{Continued from page 1)

and was not undertaking to speak for

the Committee or its chairman, Rep.
Wood (D., Ga.). Nevertheless, he
said, he felt certain they would wel-
come such a meeting with represent-
atives of this industry, as they would
with those of any other industry in

such a case.

The suggestion for such a meeting
would have to come from the industry,

he said, if its leaders felt the commi-
tee's report was erroneous or unfair.

The industry, through the Council
of Motion Picture Organizations, pro-
tested the committee's report and
asked for a correction at its meeting
in New York on Feb. 21. Committee
members have been engaged in hear-
ings and other official business which
took most of them away from Wash-
ington for a major part of the time
intervening and the industry's protest
has not been acknowledged. The com-
munication did not include a request
for a meeting between industry repre-
sentatives and Committee members.

Open To Approaches
Doyle said today the Committee has

no intention of seeking such a meeting
but it is always open to such ap-
proaches.

In New York yesterday, COMPO
and Motion Picture Association of

America officials expressed immediate
interest in Doyle's suggestions con-
cerning a meeting with the Committee
on the report. It was indicated that
the subject will be up for discussion
at a meeting of top-level industry ex-
ecutives at MP.A.A headquarters in

Washington on Sunday and Monday.

MPAA Meet in D. C.
{Continued from page 1)

it was learned that Spyros Skouras,
20th Century-Fox president, will re-

turn from the Coast tomorrow and
will attend the meeting and that

Barney Balaban, Paramount presi-

dent ; Albert Warner, vice-president

of Warner Brothers, and, possibly,

Nicholas M. Schenck, Loew's presi-

dent, will interrupt Florida visits to

attend.

Ned E. Depinet, RKO Pictures

president, Nate J. Blumberg, Univer-
sal president, and H. J. Yates, Repub-
lic president, all of whom are in

Hollywood, will not attend. John J.

O'Connor, Universal vice-president,

will represent Blumberg ; Depinet
may be represented by William H.
Clark, RKO Pictures treasurer, and
Theodore R. Black, associate general
counsel of Republic, will represent

that company.
Jack Cohn, vice-president of Col-

umbia, will attend, as will top offi-

cials of the MPAA New York and
Washington offices.

New Film Report
{Continued from page 1)

tal report as the vehicle for retract-

ing some of the criticism of Holly-
wood contained in the annual report.

Another Committee member said he
understood that the staff was work-
ing on a supplemental report, and
that "I can promise you the members
will read this one before we put it

out." Previously, one lawmaker had
indicated the members had not read
carefully the sections of the annual
report taking Hollywood to task for

not doing a better job of cleaning out

Communists.

"large corporation" was the Philco

Co., which wanted theatres in Albany,
Washington, Baltimore and Richmond
for a possible sales meeting. The gov-
ernment agency, he said, was the De-
partment of Agriculture. Civil De-
fense has already put on two theatre

television sessions and CDA officials

have reported that they are contem-
plating a third.

Goldenson's statements came in re-

sponse to questioning from FCC hear-

ing examiner Leo Resnick, who point-

ed to the UPT head's previous state-

ments that the greatest use of theatre

television would be in the "off hours
of the theatre." Resnick wanted to

know more about what was '"likely to

occur in the off hours."

In response, Goldenson described

the possible morning use of theatres

for large meetings, on a closed circuit,

with two-way audio-visual facilities

and a split screen. A company's officers

could sit in one city, he explained,

and talk to its sales force, which
would be gathered in theatres in many
cities. Salespeople having questions

could ask them, and both the officers

and the salesmen would be visible on
the screen to all personnel in all the-

atres. The same held true of stock-

holders meetings, he said, with the

board of directors in one city talking

to stockholders in many places. "They
can have as many stockholders present

at one meetings as they would have
in separate meetings all over the coun-
try," he explained.

When Resnick asked for an example
of the use of this technique Goldenson
cited the two Civil Defense showings,
on which UPT secretary-treasurer

Robret O'Brien had worked. Civil

Defense was very "excited over the

possibilities," he said.

"The primary income from
theatre television will come
from its non-theatrical use,"
Goldenson said.

The UPT president declared his

company had gone into theatre tele-

vision as an experiment, as a public

service and "to try and show the pub-
lic we're progressive." Originally, he

New TV Stations
{Continued from page 1)

he declared, and additional stations

would not "have the same impact on
theatres as did the first 108 stations."

Moreover, he pointed out, the 108
stations now authorized "cover 66^^
per cent of the present market."
He maintained that in the past two

or three years the industry has pro-
duced excellent pictures and added
that there has been a decrease in the
amount of "B" pictures made.
He cited Boston and Chicago as

examples of areas that are on the way
back and said they were "running
ahead this year over last year." He
added, however, that it was too soon
to tell whether the upswing would
continue.

Asked by Ford on the future of

exhibition, Goldenson declared, "Our
board feels as I do that the theatre
business is a sound business and will

continue to be a sound business," al-

though it may never be "as big as
1946."

Goldenson also said he agreed that

television may offer "the greatest
medium ever used to advertise
movies."

said, he thought there would be "12

to 18" events a year that would be
suitable for theatre TV, but he later

revised his estimate down to five or
six a year.

He told Resnick the reasons why
UPT would not go into production for

theatre television were because "we
are an exhibition outfit" and because
theatre television was an "incident" to

the theatre program and "couldn't be

supported by the few events suitable

for it."

When Resnick asked whether it

wouldn't be to UPT's advantage ac-

tively to "pursue theatre television"

and gain additional revenue from dis-

tribution, Goldenson replied that the

board had discussed it after separa-

tion from the parent company and had
decided "to stay away from production

and distribution." Events would be

oft'ered to all the theatres in a given

area, he explained, and UPT theatres

would have a chance to get them.

Besides, he said, theatre TV produc-
tion would involve setting up produc-
tion and distribution organizations and
"I just don't want to get into that."

Other witnesses today were Herbert
T. Schwarz and John Coleman, UPT
directors who will also be directors of

the compan}^ resulting from the merger
between UPT and the American
Broadcasting Co. Tomorrow's two
witnesses will testify for the Colum.bia

Broadcasting System on the sale to

CBS of WBKB, Balaban and Katz's

Chicago television station. Goldenson
is expected to follow them to the stand

for further cross questioning.

subsidiaries, including National The-
atres Corp. and Roxy Theatre, Inc.,

come under the financial reports.

For the fourth quarter ended Dec.

29, 1951, consolidated net earnings

after all charges were $2,160,803.

This amounted to 78 cents per share

of common stock. Earnings for the

third quarter of 1951 were $1,076,-

515. Earnings for the fourth quarter

of 1950 were $2,957,537, or $1.02 a
share, including a net gain of $1,-

183,985 from exchange of theatre

properties.

After Deducting Dividends

After deducting dividends on prior

preferred and convertible preferred
stocks, which were both retired in

full on July 13, 1951, the consolidated
net earnings last year amounted to

$1.47 per share on 2,769,485 shares of

common stock outstanding. The 1950
net, after deducting preferred divi-

dends, amounted to $3.26 a share on
the 2,769,172 shares then outstanding.

Film rentals in 1951 amounted to

$92,489,357, against $90,841,764 for

1950. Theatre receipts last year to-

talled $58,169,152, compared to $60,-

153,264 for the previous year. Amor-
tization of film costs in 1951 amounted
to $62,766,079 and in 1950, $60,276,-

430. Film distribution, theatre opera-
tion and administration expenses
varied slightly in the two years

:

$81,813,875 in 1951, and $81,140,694

in 1950.

GIVE to the American Red Cross.
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Compo to Make Film

For Armed Services
Compo Dues

{Continued from page 1)

The Council of Motion Picture Or-
ganizations, acting as coordinator of

the industry's cooperation with the

U. S. Defense Department in the re-

cruitment of women for the Armed
Forces, has completed plans for the

production of a short subject and also

for the picturization of a song
number.
Arthur L. ^Mayer, COMPO execu-

tive vice-president, has submitted to

the Defense Department the script for

a 10-minute short prepared under the

direction of Jay Bonafield of RKO
Radio. As soon as the script has

been approved by Defense authorities

production is expected to be started in

New York.
The song will be featured in a two-

minute trailer that may be added to

newsreels when it is completed. The
music for the number was written by
Jules Styne and the lyrics by Betty

Comden and Adolph Green. Efforts

are being made to get Jane Froman
or some other top personality to sing

the number for the trailer, which also

will be produced in New York.
In addition to these activities,

COAIPO has sent the Defense De-
partment several slogans suggested
for the Department's recruiting cam-
paign b" copy writers in the advertis-

ing departments of major film com-
panies.

High School Students Take Over
Local House to Keep it Running

To insure the continued operation

of their local motion picture theatre,

businessmen and townspeople of May-

long-distance telephone during the
conference.

The new dues assessment program,
as set forth at the annual board meet-
ing, calls for payment by regular
theatres of from $10 to $100 per
year depending on seating capacity.

The drive-in assessments will range
from $10 to $50 depending on car ca-

pacity. The plan replaces the one-
tenth of one per cent of film rentals

assessment, which proved ineffective.

However, as was the case with the
former arrangement, the new system
provides that distributors will match
dollar-for-dollar all contributions of

exhibitors.

Rembusch Says No
Asked yesterday if he would accept

the presidency of COMPO if Allied
States were designated the lead-off

charter member under a possible sys-

tem of rotating the office among mem-
ber organizations, Rembusch said he
would not. He explained that his

family and business ties keep him suf-

ficiently occupied to make his accept-

ance of the post impossible.

ville, N. Y., a small town on the tip

of Lake Chautauqua, have enlisted lo-

cal high school students as the thea-

tre's management.
The story of Mayville's struggle to

preserve its theatre was revealed in a
letter from Edward R. Susse, an
M-G-M salesman in Buffalo, made
public by Arthur L. Mayer, vice-pres-

ident of the Council of Motion Picture

Organizations.

Patton Heads New
Altec Division

Altec, theatre sound service organ-
ization, has opened a new division, in

Newark, to cover the territories from
that city to Pittsburgh, and from
Syracuse to Norfolk. L. J. Patton, a
field manager, will be in charge of the

new division, while D. A. Peterson,
likewise a field manager, and Glenn
Pinckney, an inspector, have been pro-
moted to branch managers for the re-

spective Southern and Northern areas
of the new division.

New branch managers' posts were
established in Boston, where field man-
ager R. E. (Red) Pierce was as-

signed, and in New York, where the
assignment goes to Ralph Kautzky,
likewise a field manager.

TV Code Highlights
( Continued from, page 1

)

items on the agenda are : an address
by Federal Communications Commis-
sion Chairman Paul A. Walker ; a
debate on televising of Congressional
and judicial proceedings; election of

TV board members; a speech by Na-
tional Production Authority Admin-
istrator Henry H. Fowler on the

outlook for critical materials ; and a

discussion of plans for coverage of

the 1952 political coanventions and
election campaigns.

N. Y. Bookers to Frolic
The New York Motion Picture

Bookers Club will hold its annual
dinner-dance on April 27 at the Hotel
Astor.

Rodgers ' Pact
(Continued from page 1)

ers' services "shall be in an advisory
capacity as required by the board of

directors of the corporation, and shall

be rendered in the best interests of

the corporation at such times and in

such places as may from time to time
be mutually agreed upon.''

Also provided for is reimbursement
of Rodgers in the amount of $200
per week for "unusual expenses in-

curred in behalf of the corporation

for which it is difficult or impossible

for Rodgers to account in detail."

This amount will be in addition to

ordinary traveling expenses.

Paid Into Retirement Fund

Rodgers salary during the last fis-

cal year totalled $114,714. In the

same period the company paid into

its retirement fund for the benefit of

Rodgers a sum of $38,376. Pursuant
to the contract which will expire on
July 26, Loew's also deposited in es-

crow $78,000 during the year ending
August 31, 1951. Under the terms
of the contract, payments to Rodgers
of $1,739 monthly are being made out

of a fund previously deposited in

escrow. Under the new contract there

will be no further deposits toward
future contingent compensation.

Telemeter Gets Franchise
Hollywood^ March 27.—The Palm

Springs, Calif. City Council last night

voted International Telemeter Corp. a

SO-year exclusive franchise for cabling

television to that mountain-shielded
community under Telemeter's recently

announced program.

BUSTER. CRABBE
The Mighty "THUNDA"

KING THE

CONGO
Based on Adventures of the Dynamic Hero of

"Thunda" Cartoon Magazine

with Gloria Dea • Leonard Penn • Jack Ingram

Written for the screen by

George H. Plympton, Royal K. Cole

and Arthur Hoerl Produced by Sam Katzman

Directed by Spencer Bennet and Wallace A. Grissell

Of

An Exploitation
Natural for Showmen!

A COLUMBIA SUPER-SERIAL
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By SHERWIN KANE

THE television behemoth, em-

ployed over the past three years

to frighten the little and the big

alike in the motion picture industry,

is being deflated to actual size.

The monster, the prophets said,

would not be long in devouring the

motion picture and its theatres.

Like most soothsayings concerning

the unpredictable, those prophecies

now are beginning to be revealed

for what they were—50 per cent

imagination, 40 per cent wishful

thinking and 10 per cent sound

judgment.
Television will not devour the

motion picture. It may nibble away
a 10 per cent corner of it. The esti-

mate may be over-generous, but

some loss to television is certain

because, like so many other compe-
titors for the leisure of the public,

it will keep some patrons from the-

atres some of the time.

But television devour the the-

atre? The testimony of experts by

now is ample that television can

barely afford to pay for our shop-

worn, second-best merchandise, let

alone marshal the sums required to

compete with the theatre for our

best product.

The recent and current Federal

Communications Commission hear-

ings in Washington, which have
elicited the testimony of some of

the best informed minds on the

subject in motion pictures, theatre

operation and television broadcast-

ing and programming, have done
more than any other single devel-

opment in the last three years to

place in proper perspective the

probable competitive position of

motion pictures and television.

Television cannot now, nor in the

foreseeable future will it be able to,

outbid the theatre for theatrical

motion pictures of quality.

Television will come to rely in-

creasingly on motion pictures for

programming. They will be pic-

tures made especially for the me-
dium—abbreviated in length and
episodic in construction, to accom-
modate the commercials, station-

breaks, domestic interruptions, and
other home audience irritants pe-

culiar to sponsored give-aways.

Those are the sworn beliefs of

experts, spread upon the FCC hear-

ing record. They are not the airy,

irresponsible musings of unquali-

fied oracles, of which we have had
too many for too long.

Block State Dept. Plans
To Make Theatrical Films
Washington, March 30.—The House Appropriations Committee has

denied all monies requested by the State Department for a new program
to produce 18 feature films overseas for theatrical distribution in the

Near, Middle and Far East.

The committee did, however, vote
the entire . $10,600,000 sought by the

Department's international motion pic-

ture division for its regular 1952-53

program to produce and distribute

"information" films in non-theatrical

channels.

The Department had asked $4,658,-

000 for a "special project" of produc-
ing- feature-length films, with propa-
ganda overtones, in Tokyo, Cairo and
other Asia-Africa locations, for on-
the-spot distribution to theatres. It

said they were needed to combat Rus-
sian films that were getting theatrical

distribution and were having a "pro-
found effect." But the Appropriations
Committee vetoed this project, giving
no reason.

_
The $10,600,000 for the film divi-

sion's regular program in the year
starting July 1 is slightly more than

(Continued on page 3)

Jarrico Sues Hughes
For $350,000

Los Angeles, March 30.

—

Paul Jarrico, film writer who
refused to tell the House Un-
American Committee whether
he was a member of the
Communist Party, on Fri-

day filed a $350,000 Superior
Court suit against RKO Pic-
tures managing director How-
ard Hughes charging contract
violation and personal dam-
ages. After RKO had dis-

charged Jarrico on a 'morals
clause' basis, the writer de-
manded credit for work on
"The Las Vegas Story." On
March 17 RKO filed suit de-
nying Jarrico's contribution
to the film.

See 'Red' Problems

Up at MPAA Meet

Washington, March 30.—Top in-

dustry officials arrived here today
from New York and Florida for a
special meeting of the Motion Picture
Association of America board which
reportedly will have high on its

agenda consideration of industry pub-
lic relations problems arising out of
the House Un-American Activities

Committee report on Hollywood em-
ployment of Communists and sym-
pathizers and other adverse manifes-
tations resulting from the same prob-
lem.

In the absence of an official state-

ment from MPAA on the meeting,
speculation also extends to a possible

(^Continued on page 3)

Further Compo Dues
Talks to Be Held
Following a meeting here on Fri-

day of the Council of Motion Picture
Organizations' finance committee, it

was indicated that a target date for
activating the new COMPO' dues
collection system would be set after

the committee meets at least once
more. A date for another meeting
was not set.

Trueman T. Rembusch, chairman,
and committee members Ben Kalmen-
son, Oscar Doob and Harry Brandt

(Continued on page 3)

Plan CD Midwest
Theatre Telecasts

The first series of off-hour "non-
entertainment" theatre television pro-
grams will be launched in late May
or early June in the Midwest by the
Civil Defense Authority, it was
learned here at the weekend.
The deal, which was initiated by

United Paramount Theatres, will be
open to other TV-equipped houses,
depending upon the needs of CD offi-

cials. According to present plans,

the telecasts will be held once a month
for a length of time yet to be agreed
upon.
The projected telecasts will be the

(Continued on page 3)

20tli Sets Six Top
Reissues for 1952

Twentieth Century-Fox will re-re-

lease six of its top productions of past

years, starting May 15 and continuing
through the end of the year, it was
announced over the weekend by Al
Lichtman, director of distribution.

Four of the productions are in color

by Technicolor, and the remainder are

in black-and-white.

The four in Technicolor are : "Leave
Her to Heaven," starring Gene Tier-

ney. Cornel Wilde and Jeanne Crain

;

(Continued on page 3)

State Dept. to

Negotiate New
French Pact

Will Do So in Compliance
With MPAA, SIMPP Bid

Washington, March 30'.—The
U. S. State Department has agreed

to carry on negotiations with the

French government for a new
Franco-American film pact. The Mo-
tion Picture Association of America
and the Society of Independent Mo-
tion Picture Producers had asked the

State Department to do so.

The main points which the
Americans will seek to win in

the negotiations are these: (1)

a substantial increase over the
121 pictures per year now being
admitted by the French, (2)
maintenance of an unrestricted
remittance flow, and, (3) a
slash in the stifl" dubbing tax
now prevailing.

There was no indication in the State
Department reply when negotiations

(Continued on page 3)

Ray Hendry Named
Intermountain V-P

Salt Lake City, March 30.—Ray
M. Hendry has been named vice-presi-

dent and general manager of Inter-
mountain Theatres, Inc., a subsidiary
of United Paramount Theatres. The
appointment, made by Leonard H.
Goldenson, president of UPT, follows

the resignation of Sidney L. Cohen,
who for the past two years had served
as associate general manager of the
operation with Hendry. Hendry
started his theatre career as an usher
in Salt Lake in 1920.

Public Asks, Gets
Theatre TV of Game
Kansas City, March 30.—Com-

monwealth's Granada Theatre at
Lawrence, Kan., where Kansas U. is

located, televised the basketball game
between Kansas U. and Southwest
Missouri State for an Olympic berth
last night. This was responsive to
"public demand" in that more than
700 calls came to the theatre in one
day asking if the Granada would show
the game in case the Kansas City
Star's television station WDAF-TV
should broadcast it. The next day
announcement was made that the game
would be televised. Admission was
set at $1.00.
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Personal MentionTV Contents Head
For House Probe
Washington, March 30—The

House Rules Committee has

approved a resolution to set

up a special 15-man House
committee to investigate

whether television and radio

programs contain "immoral
or otherwise offensive matter
or place improper emphasis
on crime, violence and cor-

ruption."

The resolution still must
pass the House. It would
direct the committee to de-

termine the adequacy of

existing legislation to handle
related problems and to

recommend any additional

legislation needed.

See Fewer Feature

Films for Video

Washington, March 30.—Jack

Van \^olkenburg, vice-president of

Columbia Broadcasting, told the Fed-

eral Communications Commission on

Friday that he .expected CBS's use of

feature film to decrease steadily.

Van Voikenburg explained that the

network was committed to a policy of

favoring "live" local shows wherever
possible, and that as more and more
of those became feasible, he expected

the network's reliance on feature

films would drop.

Van Volkenburg, along with CBS
vice-president H. Leslie Atlass, testi-

fied on the proposed $6,000,000 pur-

chase by CBS of United Paramount
Theatres' Chicago television station,

WBKB.
In testimony Friday, UPT president

Leonard Goldenson said the uncer-

tainty of the duration of the television

station freeze and the long time re-

quired to build up audiences for new
stations had prompted UPT to favor

the merger rather than starting its

own TV operations from scratch.

Meanwhile, it was expected that the

FCC Paramount hearings w^ould re-

cess tomorrow or Tuesday, following

further cross-examination of Golden-
son. He is the last witness set for

cross-examination on the proposed
merger between UPT and American
Broadcasting.

Urges Regular Shows
As TV Ad Power Test
Hollywood, March 30.—Spot an-

nouncements and minute trailers af-

ford showmen no adequate test of tele-

vision's value as a medium for theatre

advertising". National Theatres adver-

tising-i)ublicity chief Thornton Sar-

gent told delegates to the circuit's an-

nual headquarters meeting at the clos-

ing session.

Sargent said outright commercial
sponsorship of an established quarter

or half-hour program, with the theatre

making its pitch at the opening and
close, would better demonstrate wheth-
er video can be utilized profitably as

business-builder for theatres.

MARSHALL NEILAN, veteran

screen director, writer and ac-

tor, is visiting in New York from
Hollywood.

•

Jan Lindstrom, director of the

films and visual information division

of the United Nations, will speak at

the New School for Social Research
Wednesday evening.

•

Stanley Rosknbaum, executive of

the Muscle Shoals Amusement Co.,

Florence, Ala., has been named second
vice-president of the state organiza-

tion of B'nal Jewish fraternity.

J. Milton Salzburg, president of

Pictorial Films, returned here over

the weekend from the Coast after a

stay of two weeks.

Sperie Perakos, district manager
of Perakos Theatres, New Britain,

Conn., has returned there from a De-
troit visit.

Lewis Owens, RKO Pictures At-
lanta exchange booker, has been
drafted, the fourth consecutive man
in that post to be called up.

Jack Harris, film buyer for Walter
Reade Theatres, and his wife will re-

turn here today from Miami Beach.
•

Sara Salzer, West Coast editor of

Seventeen magazine, has returned to

Hollywood from New York.

•

Ed Stevens, head of Stevens Pic-

tures in Atlanta, has returned there

from New York.

N. Y. Cinema Lodge

]Nominates Levine

Martin Levine, Brandt Theatres ex-

ecutive, has been nominated to the

presidency of New York's Cinema
Lodge of B'nai B'rith for a second
year. Elections will be held at a meet-
ing of the Lodge to be held at the

Hotel Warwick Wednesday evening.

Nominated for vice-presidencies are

Marvin Kirsch, Moses L. Love, Mil-

ton Livingston, Joseph Maharam, Sol

Rissner, Robert K. Shapiro and Al
Wilde. Jack H. Hofl^berg has been
nominated treasurer, Merrill E. Joels

has been nominated secretary and Al-
bert Senft has been nominated chap-
plain. Nominated to the board of

trustees are Max B. Blackman, Ju-
lius Collins, Harold L. Danson, Leo
Jaffe, Louis Novins and Arthur H.
Schwartz of Schwartz and Frohlich.

Alperson Chairman
Of Cinecolor Board
Holi,ywood, March 30.—At a Cine-

color Corp. directors meeting held

here, two vacancies on the board were
filled by Edward L. Alperson, inde-

pendent producer, and James M. Fid-

ler newspaper and radio columnist.

-Alperson was also elected chairman
of the board.

HAROLD MIRISCH, Monogram-
Allied Artists vice-president, will

return to his Hollywood office from
New York today.

•

A. B. Nast, Jr., executive producer
for Arch Obo.er Productions, and
Mrs. Nast, left here by TWA plane
over the weekend for an eight-week
trip to Lisbon, Tangiers and Madrid.

•

David Berger, managing director of

the Walter Reade Park Avenue The-
atre here, has returned from a Miami
Beach vacation.

•

Dore Schary, M-G-M studio head,

will be a guest of Edward R. Mur-
row on his CBS radio series, "This
I Believe," on Saturday.

•

Leonide Moguy and G. Amato,
producer and director of "Tomorrow
Is Too Late," will arrive here from
Italy aboard the S.S. Liberie today.

Irving Sherman, personnel direc-

tor here for Columbia Pictures, has
been appointed to serve in the added
capacity of office manager.

•

Harry McWilliams, Columbia ex-
ploitation manager, is touring the

Southwest and will return here on
April 9.

•

Bernard Jacon, Lux Film distribu-

tion vice-president, has left here on a

three-week Midwest tour.

•

Selma Fuld, wife of Jack Fuld,
film publicist and exploiteer, is at Post
Graduate Hospital here.

Regents Reject
'Latuko' Appeal

Albany, N. Y., March 30.—The
New York Board of Regents ruled at

the weekend that "Latuko," the Afri-
can documentary sponsored by the
American Museum of Natura History,
cannot be screened in theatres of the
state with scenes depicting nude male
African tribesman.
The board added, however, that ap-

plication may be made for special per-
mission to show the film in non-public
places.

In its report, the board subscribed
to the views expressed by its review-
ing sub-committee that "the film un-
doubtedly has certain scientific and ed-
ucational value . . . however, the parts
required to be deleted are indecent."
The Museum, in its application for

review, stated that a license for the-
atre exhibition would permit it to
erase a probable $15,000 deficit for
current-year operations.

Officials of the American Museum
of Natural History here would not
comment on the "Latuko" decision of
the Board of Regents. Irving Lesser,
president of Producers Representa-
tives, Inc., distributor of the film,

could not be reached here for com-
ment.

Newsreel
Parade

IDIOTS in Rome and aviation neivs
are current newsreel highlights.

Other items include Korean fighting,
sports and fashions. Complete con-
tents folloiu:
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 27—Riots in

Rome. Volcano in Philippines. Troops in
air drop. Van Fleet. President Rliee see
war drills. Gas -well blows up. Jane Fro-
man honored, George Jessel honored. Fash-
ions. Boxing.

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. Mass
parachute maneuvers Rome riots tor the
return of Trieste. Navy planes blast Korea.
Auto with wings. Storybook playground.
Fashion show. Sports: Golden Gloves.

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 65~Riots
mark protests over Trieste. White Rus-
sians reach freedom at last. "Knife" act
in Germany. Car with wings. Helicopter
ready for passengers. Golden Gloves.

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. IJ-B—War
garnes. Otto Remer convicted in Germany.
Helicopters become commercial. C-46 in
test. Flying autos. Cotton yield in South
Carolina. Sun Valley skiers.

UNIVERSAL NEWS. No. 547—.Aviation
in the news spotlight. New playground
opened in California. News from the sports
world: Golden Gloves, children skiing.

WARNER PATHE NEWS. No. 66^Es-
capees from Red slave camp. C-46 passes
dead-engine test. Helicopter approved for
scheduled air service. Flying car. Wheel-
chair travelers. Record family of 60'. Fash-
ions. Golden Gloves.

2nd Place in UA
Drive to N.Y.

Second prize in the recent United
Artists sales drive went to the New
York branch for achieving 120 per
cent of its sales quota, it was dis-
closed here at the weekend.
Fred Myers, UA district manager,

accepted the award for the New
York exchange on Friday at a final
New York-Philadelphia-Washington
sales meeting, presided over by UA
vice-presidents William J. Heineman
and Max E. Youngstein.
The home office sales contingent at

the two-day meet also included Ber-
nard G. Kr-anze, executive assistant
to Heineman

; Milton E. Cohen, West-
ern-Southern sales manager; Nat Na-
thanson. Eastern - Canadian sales
manager; John Hughes, assistant to
Nathanson, and Joseph Sugar, con-
tract department chief.

Francis M. Winikus, national direc-
tor of advertising-publicity

; Alfred
H. Tamarin, publicity manager

;

Roger Lewis, advertising manager,
and Mori Krushen, exploitation man-
ager, also attended.

Breakston, Stahl Making Film for
UA, TV Series for UA-TV
A new color film, to be made on lo-

cation in East Africa, will be released
by United Artists, it was announced
here by UA distribution vice-president
William J. Heineman. The film, en-
titled "Morassi," is the first of three
to be made by George Breakston and
Ray Stahl. Martha Hyers will star.

At the same time, the producing team
has_ concluded arrangements with
United Artists Television to deliver a
13-installment series of TV shows to
be made simultaneously with tlie film-
ing of "Morassi."
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Review
"The Denver and Rio Grande"
{Paramount)

THIS color in Technicolor adventure film about pioneer railroading in

the 1870's has all of the ingredients for an exciting outdoor action pro-
duction. The railroading is reasonably accurate, the wild mountain scenery
along the right of way of the famous Denver, Rio Grande and Western
Railroad makes for interesting background, and the love interest is fitted

nicely into the prevailing rough-and-tough action line of the film. Edmond
O'Brien, Sterling Hayden, Dean Jagger and Laura Elliot do competent jobs
in the leads.

The production falters only where the story gets in the way of the action,

which unfortunately is frequently. The plot tells about the building of the
original Denver and Rio Grande line over the Continental Divide through
Royal Gorge in Colorado in competition with the now defunct Canyon City
and San Juan line. Canyon City ,has the edge through the villainy of Hayden,
a tough, man-killing construction boss, while General William Jackson Palmer,
president of the D. & R.G., holds O'Brien, his field foreman, in check out of

respect for the puny forces of the law.

A series of suspicious accidents and finally a payroll train holdup culminate
in an open fight with Hayden's men capturing a train and the line, O'Brien's
men recapturing the right of way by greater force, a head-on collision and,

in the finale, the explosion of a dynamite-laden flat-car with Hayden aboard,

wounded by his own assistant.

The action is sufiflcient for the usual customers of outdoor drama. Railroad
fans will be eager for the scenes along the right of way and for the fairly

accurate reproductions of equipment. Two rebuilt locomotives will be nos-

talgically familiar to railroad lovers.

Nat Holt produced in his usual style with Byron Haskin as director.

Running time, 89 minutes. General audience classification. For June release.

Loew's UA Circuits

Get Extension
Washington, March 30.—The

Justice Department has ex-

tended to April 15 the dead-
line for Loew's and United
Artists Theatres to terminate
their joint interest in eight
theatres in Kentucky, Mary-
land, Ohio and Pennsylvania.
The previous deadline was
tomorrow.

To Honor Four for
Aid to Appeals
Philadelphia, March 30.—The

following four will be honored by the

theatrical division of the Philadelphia

Allied Jewish Appeal Trade Council
at a dinner to be held on April 7 in

the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, for their

aid to the annual Allied Appeal cam-
paigns :

Frank L. McNamee, circuit owner
and fire commissioner of Philadel-

phia
; James P. Clark, president of

Highway Express, film delivery ser-

vice, and president of the Philadel-

phia Eagles football club ; Victor H.
Blanc, City Councilman and chief

barker of the Philadelphia Variety
Club, and Fredric R. Mann, the city's

recreation commissioner.

Theatremen to Honor
Jane Froman April 3
Independent and circuit theatre

owners of the New York Metropoli-

tan area on April 3 will pay tribute

to singer Jane Froman at a testi-

monial luncheon at the Hotel Astor
here. Miss Froman will be cited for

her "important contributions to the

morale of the Armed Forces during
W^orld War II."

Luncheon host will be the Independ-
ent Theatre Owners Association of

New York.

'Nelly' Premiere
In Hutchinson
Hollywood, March 30.—Acting on

a petition signed by 35,000 residents

of Hutchinson, Kansas, 20th Century-
Fox has agreed to stage the premiere

of 'Wait 'Till the Sun Shines, Nellie"

in Hutchinson in mid-May.
The petition was presented to 20th-

Fox officials by Mayor William Shaw
of Hutchinson, where the picture was
filmed.

Canavan Quits RKO
Construction Dept.
Dave Canavan, head of RKO The-

atres' maintenance and construction

department, has resigned, effective last

Friday. He will, however, be re-

tained as a consultant.

Canavan is taking an extended vaca-
tion and upon his return will announce
future plans.

Singin* to Open ChL's
Palace April 12
Chicago, March 30.—The Palace

Theatre will reopen April 12 under its

new management with the first attrac-

tion being "Singin' in the Rain." The
picture is in for a run of at least three

weeks. New sound equipment will be

installed in the theatre before it re-

opens.

MPAA Meet
{Continued from page 1)

approach by the industry to the Amer-
ican Legion for a discussion of its

criticism of Hollywood for alleged

employment of suspected Communists.
The Amerkan Legion Weekly has

treated the subject in recent purport-

edly documented articles and the Dis-

trict of Columbia department of the

Legion has let it be known that it

may ask the next Legion national con-

vention to order nationwide picketing

of films that have known Communists
and fellow-travellers associated with

them. Some picketing by the Legion
here has been under way in recent

weeks.
An additional report concerning the

MPAA meeting which likewise drew
no comment from Association spokes-

men was that the MPAA directors

may authorize an approach to Chair-

man Wood (D. Ga.) of the House
Un-American Activities Committee
to seek a meeting to discuss correc-

tion of the committee's report criti-

cizing Hollywood for alleged laxity in

terminating the employment of Com-
munists.

Preliminary meetings were held

here today by early-arriving directors

but the main session is scheduled for

tomorrow. Originally, the annual

meeting of the MPAA was sched-

uled to be held tomorrow in New
York. This session is a special meet-
ing and does not replace the annual,

which has been postponed to April

21-22.

20th-Fox Reissues
(Continued from page 1)

"Crash Dive," Tyrone Power, Anne
Baxter and Dana Andrews ; "To the

Shores of Tripoli," John Payne, Mau-
reen O'Hara and Randolph Scott, and

"Home in Indiana" with Walter Bren-

nan, Lon McCallister, Jeanne Grain

and June Haver.
The others are : "Laura," with Gene

Tierney, Dana Andrews and Clifton

Webb, and "This Above All" with

Tyrone Power and Joan Fontaine.

The black and white re-releases will

be ready for showings starting May
15, the Technicolors by June 15.

Compo Dues Talks
(Continued from page 1)

discussed "ways and means" whereby
flat-rate payments would be made by
exhibitors. They were joined in the
discussion by Arthur L. Mayer,
COMPO executive vice-president

;

Robert W. Coyne, special counsel, and
Charles E. McCarthy, information di-

rector.

It was expected that Kalmenson,
who is chairman of the distribution

committee of the Motion Picture As-
sociation of America, would discuss
the "ways and means" at the next
meeting of the sales managers group
to obtain suggestions to be relayed
to the Rembusch committee.
Rembusch, meanwhile, will be in

communication with H. V. (Rotus)
Harvey of San Francisco and Sam B.
Kirby of Little Rock, Ark., who are
members of the COMPO finance

group, to get their views.

French Pact
(Continued from page 1)

would start. Industry officials, how-
ever, were guessing the new talks

would not get under way seriously

until mid-May. The present pact ex-

pires on June 30.

Both State and the producers feel

the French economic situation might
improve later, making it possible for

the U. S. companies to get better

terms.

A shortage of dollars has caused
the French in recent months to refrain

from remitting amounts which were
due under the existing pact.

State Dep't Plans
(Continued from page 1)

the $10,225,230 it is operating on in

the nnrrent year.

Over-all, the Committee chopped
from a requested $133,272,914 to

$111,066,000 the funds for all overseas
information programs—films, radio,

books and press—in the coming year.

The anti-trust division of the Jus-
tice Department was voted $3,500,000
for the coming 12 months. This would
be $55,000 above 1951-52.

in Brief • . •

Chicago, March 30.—Essaness
Theatres' attorney Edward Blackman
has been told by Federal Judge Wil-
liam Campbell that the 32 West Ran-
dolph Corp. suit against Balaban and
Katz, Warner Theatres and major
film companies must be filed sep-
arately and not included with the $25,-
500,000 anti-trust suit filed by Es-
saness in August, 1949.

No date has been set for a hearing
on the Essaness case.

•

Rome, March 30.—M-G-M's week-
long "Quo Vadis" conference ended
here at the weekend with a dinner for
the delegates. The meeting featured
the development of sales plans.

The New York delegation, headed
by Arthur M. Loew, president of
Loew's International, included Morton
A. Spring, vice-president ; Samuel N.
Burger, sales manager

; Charles Gold-
smith, coordinator of the British Em-
pire

; Seymour Mayer, Far East re-
gional director ; David Blum, ad-pub-
licity director, and others.

•

Boston, March 30.—The Massa-
chusetts Senate has rejected House
Bill No. 961 which would prohibit the
construction of drive-in theatres with-
in 2,000 feet of a church, school or
hospital. State Senator William
Keenan of Boston moved for reconsid-
eration and on his motion the bill will
come up again tomorrow for debate.
The bill was approved by the Joint
Legislation Committee on Mercantile
Affairs and passed bv the House.

•

"Valley of the E^agles" will have a
triple premiere at the New York Ri-
voli on April 10, it was reported here
by Nicholas John Matsoukas, the the-
atre's advertising-publicity head, who
will direct the promotional campaign
for the engagement. He will be aided
by Marty Weiser and Jeannette Saw-
yer of Lippert Pictures.

•
Memphis, March 30.—Nineteen Ar-

kansas theatres operated by Malco
Theatres have announced benefit
shows to raise funds to help tornado
victims in their territory. Film com-
panies are donating pictures and em-
ployes are working free, M. S. Mc-
Cord, vice-president of Malco, said.

•
Albany, N. Y., March 30. — A

sharp increase in the advance sale for
the Ringling Brothers-Barnum and
Bailey Circus at Madison Square
Garden, New York, opening April 4,
is probably due to the picture, "The
Greatest Show on Earth." Leon Pick-
ett, contact man for the circus, ven-
tured this opinion during a trip here.

Reporting the advance circus sale
to be "much greater." Pickett thought
it might stem from the publicity given
and the crowds attracted to the film
about the circus which he promotes.

CD Telecasts
(Continued from page 1)

first of their kind for the Midwest.
Two similar telecasts have been spon-
sored by Civil Defense in the East,
the last during the fall.

While the planned CD theatre TV
programs come under the heading of
"public service," it was learned that
exhibitors cooperating will be reim-
bursed for all costs, including line
costs and fees for operating their the-
atres.

r
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